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GOYEENOE’S  ANNUAL  AiESSAGE. 


To  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  : 

Gentlemen — By  reason  of  the  resignation  of  His  Excel- 
d'  lency,  Governor  J.  L.  Alcorn,  on  the  30th  of  November  last, 
the  chief  executive  power  of  the  State  devolved  upon  me. 

Among  the  many  responsibilities  imposed  upon  me  under 
the  Constitution  by  this  high  trust,  is  the  duty  of  giving  “The 
Legislature  information  on  the  state  of  the  government,”  and 
“recommending  to  their  consideration  such  measures  as  may 
be  deemed  necessary  and  expedient.” 

In  conforming  to  this  requirement  of  the  supreme  law  of 
the  State,  it  is  a source  of  gratification  to  me  to  be  able  to  in- 
form you  that  the  state  of  the  gpvernment  is  peace.  Since 
the  adjournment  of  the  last  Legislature  there  have  been  no 
riots  or  disturbances  which  the  civil  authorities  have  not  been 
able  to  promptly  suppress.  The  election,  in  November, 
although  preceded  by  an  exciting  canvass,  was  attended  witli 
no  demonstrations  of  violence,  and  the  will  of  the  people,  as 
expressed  at  the  ballot-box,  has  been  generally  acquiescd  in 
without  murmur. 

The  armed  organizations  of  masked  marauders  which 
twelve  months  ago  threatened  to  override  law,  and  paralyze 
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industry  in  a few  of  the  eastern  counties,  through  the  com- 
bined efforts  of  the  good  citizens  of  those  sections,  aided  by 
the  officers  of  the  general  and  State  Governments,  have  been 
entirely  suppressed,  and  the  people  are  now  free  to  devote 
their  entire  attention  and  energies  to  bettering  their  material 
condition. 

THE  JUDICIARY. 

In  so  far  as  I have  been  able  to  procure  reliable  information, 
the  courts  have  been  very  effective  in  checking  the  increase  of 
crime,  and  are  able  very  fully  to  meet  the  requirements  of  the 
people.  Our  judiciary  system  is  an  admirable  one;  and  the 
high  character  sustained  by  the  Bench  of  the  State  for  purity, 
independence  and  learning,  enables  me  to  point  to  it  with 
pride.  While  officers  of  the  other  departments  of  the  Gov- 
ernment have  been  sometimes  attacked,  and  subjected  to 
severe  criticism,  in  no  single  instance  during  the  past  two 
years,  has  a judge  been  charged  with  corruption  or  threat- 
ened with  impeachment. 

Among  the  few  changes  needed  in  the  criminal  statutes,  is 
one  to  give  greater  efficiency  to 

JURIES. 

Under  the  present  usage  persons  who  have  formed  or  ex- 
pressed an  opinion  upon  the  case  on  trial  are  rejected  from 
the  jury  by  the  court.  The  result  of  this  ruling  is,  in  man}^ 
instances,  to  deprive  the  country  of  the  services  of  its  very 
best  jurymen.  It  is  the  intelligent,  reading  and  thinking  men 
who  are  best  informed  of  the  crimes  that  are  committed  in  the 
community,  and  they  are  most  able  and  likely  to  form  an 
opinion  of  the  character  of  the  crime  and  the  guilt  of  the 
perpetrator.  Reject  this  class  from  the  jury-box,  and  there 
remains  but  two  other  classes  from  which  to  choose — the  reck- 
less, irresponsible  class — including  the  professional  juryman — 
who  attach  but  little  importance  to  the  restraints  of  law,  and 
ha^e  a marketable  value  placed  upon  their  conscience,  and 
the  ignorant  class  which  is  comparatively  unable  to  form  or 
express  an  opinion  upon  a complicated  criminal  offense. 

I recommend  that  the  statute  be  so  amended  as  to  prevent 
the  challenging  of  a juryman  upon  the  ground  of  his  having 
formed  or  expressed  an  opinion,  unless  he  is  willing  to  say 
that  he  is  prejudiced  in  the.  case  to  such  an  extent  as  to  doubt 
his  ability  to  do  the  prisoner  justice  by  deciding  in  accordance 
with  the  testimony  produced  before  the  court. 

Another  cause,  which  operates  against  the  conviction  of  the 
criminal,  especially  where  he  is  able  to  command  money  and 
influence,  is  the  fact  of  his  ability  to  employ  more  able  coun- 
sel than  represents  the  State.  Under  the  present  practice, 
even  where  additional  counsel  is  employed  to  assist  the  prose- 
cution, the  District  Attorney  has  the  closing  argument.  If  he 
happens  to  be  it  lawyer  of  poor  ability,  or  wanting  in  experience, 
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as  sometimes  happens,  his  effort  is  likely  to  produce  but  little 
impression  upon  the  minds  of  a jury  which  has  been  listening 
for  hours  to  the  keen,  searching  logic,  wit  and  eloquence  of  the 
ablest  members  of  the  bar. 

In  order  that  the  State  may  be  well  represented  in  impor- 
tant criminal  cases,  I recommend  that'  the  Governor,  at  the 
suggestion  of  the  District  Attorney,  be  authorized  to  employ 
additional  counsel,  which  shall  be  assigned  such  place  in  con- 
ducting the  prosecution,  as  in  the  opinion  of  the  court  will 
best  subserve  the  ends  of  justice,  and  the  court  be  authorized  to 
order  allowance  for  the  payment  of  the  counsel  so  assigned. 

The  most  expensive  government  in  the  world  is  that  which 
allows  criminals  to  go  un whipped  of  justice.  The  people 
should  know  that  the  law  is  an  impregnable  fortress,  erected 
for  their  protection  ; and  the  lawless  should  be  taught  that 
neither  money,  influence,  nor  the  interference  of  the  pardon- 
ing power  will  suffice  to  protect  them  in  crime  or  save  them 
from  just  punishment. 

CONCEALED  WEAPONS. 

In  this  connection,  I desire  to  call  your  attention  to  the 
necessity  of  a law  to  prohibit  the  carrying  of  concealed 
weapons.  The  great  number  of  belted  knights  of  spurious 
courage  who  are  daily  seen  in  public  places,  ready  on  slight 
provocations,  under  the  inspiration  of  evil  spirits,  to  display 
implements  of  war,  is  a standing  menace  against  the  laws  of 
the  country  and  a reflection  upon  the  manly  courage  and  per- 
sonal prowess  of  a chivalrous  people. 

I recommend  that  any  one  found  bearing  -upon  his  person  a 
concealed  weapon  shall  be  immediately  arrested  without  war- 
rant, and  taken  before  the  nearest  magistrate  or  mayor  and 
subjected  to-  a fine  of  ten  dollars  for  the  first  offense,  and 
twenty-five  dollars  for  each  additional  offense.  I further 
recommend  that  any  sheriff,  deputy  sheriff,  constable,  town 
marshal,  policeman  or  alderman,  who  shall  fail  to  execute  this 
law  shall  be  subject  to  arrest,  on  complaint  of  any  person  cog- 
nizant of  the  fact,  and  fined  in  the  sum  of  fifty  dollars,  and 
also  be  subject  to  indictment  and  dismissed  from  office  for 
criminal  neglect  of  duty. 

Next  in  importance  to  the  establishment  of  law  and  justice, 
which  is  essential  to  individual  and  public  prosperity  and  the 
chief  object  of  good  government,  is  the  subject  of 

FINANCES. 

Taxation,  which  is  always  more  or  less  distasteful  when  it  is 
made  unreasonable  or  unjust,  renders  a government  burdensome 
and  kindles  among  the  people  a restless  spirit  of  insubordination 
which  is  liable  to  provoke  serious  consequences.  Public  con- 
fidence becomes  weak,  enterprise  dies  out,  and  busines  stag- 
nates. It  is  your  duty  to  lighten  as  far  possible  this  burden 
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by  making  only  such  demands  upon  the  pockets  of  the  people 
as  are  absolutely  necessary  to  promote  the  general  welfare. 
Any  legislation  in  the  interest  of  faction,  to  uphold  monied 
corporations,  or  for  the  exclusive  benefit  of  private  indi- 
viduals, will  be  discarded  by  the  patriot  and  statesman  who 
comes  forward  at  the  bidding  of  his  constituency  to  represent 
the  interests  of  a great  State. 

The  following  statement  shows  the  amount  of  the  floating 
debt  of  the  State  on  the  first  day  of  December,  1871,  and  also 
the  floating  debt  eleven  months  previous,  as  appears  of  record 


in  the  Treasurer’s  office. 

Outstanding  warrants $648,723  19 

Certificates  of  indebtedness 397,000  00 


Total,  outstanding  December  1,  1871 1,045,723  19 

The  above  total  includes  the  deposits  made  by  insurance 
companies,  in  accordance  with  an  act  of  the  Legislature,  ap- 
proved January  13,  1871. 

Outstanding  warrants $239,736  42 

Certificates  of  indebtedness 318,000  00 


Total,  outstanding  January  1,  1871 $557,736  42 


This  exhibit,  while  it  shows  the  State  indebtedness  to  be 
merely  nominal,  and  capable,  with  judicious  management,  of 
being  controlled  without  serious  public  inconvenience,  dis- 
closes also  another  fact,  which  points  to  future  embarrassment, 
viz : that  the  State  indebtedness  is  steadily  increasing,  it  being 
now  greater  by  $487,986  77  than  it  was  on  the  first  day  of 
January,  1871.  This  statement,  viewed  in  connection  with  the 
further  fact  that  State  warrants,  during  the  past  year,  have 
been  continually  fluctuating  in  value  from  sixty-five  cents  to 
eighty-five  cents  on  the  dollar,  presents  a condition  of  affairs 
highly  prejudicial  to  the  present  administration  of  the  State 
finances. 

With  only  a nominal  debt  to  contend  against,  with  ample 
power  and  resources  to  meet  every  obligation  at  maturity,  it  is 
a profligate  administration  that  permits  the  State  to  suffer  an 
average  discount  of  thirty-five  per  cent,  on  every  dollar  ex- 
pended. The  deplorable  situation  to  which  the  public  finances 
are  reduced  is,  in  my  opinion,  directly  attributable  to  the  false 
policy  which  has  for  several  years  past  been  pursued  by  the 
government. 

Under  this  system  the  State  is  supposed  to  have  discharged 
her  obligations  to  a creditor  with  the  issuance  of  an  Auditor’c 
warrant  upon  the  treasury.  This  warrant  is  in  the  nature  of 
a sight-draft  or  check,  and  pre-supposes  an  amount  of  currency 
on  deposit  ready  to  meet  it  on  presentation.  But  no  such 
emergency  is  provided  for  in  the  case  of  a State  warrant.  The 
present  Treasurer  has  not,  during  his  term  of  office,  had  at  his 
disposal  money  enough  to  pay  his  own  salary,  much  less  to  pay 
the  hundreds  of  sight-drafts  that  are  monthly  drawn  upon  the 
treasury.  The  office  of  State  Treasurer  has  become  substan- 
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tially  an  appendage  to  that  of  the  Auditor,  and  it  may  be  abol- 
ished without  any  public  inconvenience  if  the  present  manage- 
ment is  to  be  continued.  Tax  collectors,  it  is  true,  are  author- 
ized to  receive  warrants  in  payment  of  State  taxes;  but  they 
are  under  no  obligations  to  make  change;  and  thus  it  fre- 
quently happens  that  a tax-payer,  with  a hundred  or  five  hun- 
dred-dollar  warrant  in  his  pocket,  is  unable  to  settle  the  small 
amount  of  his  taxes  without  submitting  to  a discount  equal, 
in  many  cases,  to  the  entire  amount  of  his  indebtedness. 
With  a warrant  in  his  hand  expressing  on  its  face  the  amount 
due  him  from  the  State,  the  holder  has  no  redress  if  payment 
is  not  made  on  demand;  he  is  allowed  no  interest  for  waiting, 
nor  is  an}’'  provision  made  for  his  relief  at  any  fixed  time  in 
the  future.  This  is  a kind  of  every  day  repudiation  on  the 
part  of  the  State — an  abuse  of  credit  which  she  would  not 
tolerate  in  an  individual  citizen.  It  is  an  absurd  attempt  to 
conduct  the  finances  of  the  State  in  utter  disregard  of  com- 
mercial usage  or  justice,  and  will  lead,  if  persisted  in,  to  ulti- 
mate bankruptcy. 

As  a plain  and  practicable  method  of  remedying  the  abuse 
of  the  system  above  complained  of,  I recommend  that  hence 
forth  only  currency  shall  be  received  for  taxes  and  other  Stato 
indebtedness,  and  that  all  evidences  of  outstanding  State  in. 
debtedness  be  funded  into  bonds  running  from  one  to  eight 
years,  bearing  interest  at  six  per  cent.,  payable  semi-annually 
This  accomplished,  the  finances  of  the  State  will  be  placed  at 
once  upon  a currency  basis,  and  the  expenditures  of  all  de- 
partments of  the  government  can  be  reduced  at  least  twenty- 
five  per  cent,  without  embarrassment.  If,  then,  provision  is 
made  for  levying  a tax  running  through  the  entire  period  of 
bonded  indebtedness,  and  adequate  in  amount  to  meet  the 
annual  interest  and  the  bonds  at  maturity,  their  prompt  pay- 
ment will  be  guaranteed,  and  they  will  take  the  place  of 
United  States  Government  securities  among  the  holders  ol*  the 
same  throughout  the  State. 

BOARDS  OF  SUPERVISORS. 

The  reflections  which  I have  felt  it  my  duty  to  make  upon 
the  false  system  adopted  in  the  past  management  of  the  State 
finances,  are  intensified  when  applied  to  the  management  in 
the  counties  where  the  same  ruinous  policy  has  prevailed,  to 
an  extent  amounting,  in  many  instances,  to  absolute  oppres- 
sion. Irresponsible  Boards  of  Police,  now  Supervisors,  have 
been  invested  with  legislative  powers,  and  been  suffered,  under 
shadow  of  law,  to  flood  their  respective  counties  with  warrants 
upon  the  treasury,  until  they  have  depreciated  in  value,  in  in- 
stances which  have  come  under  1113’  own  observation,  to  twenty- 
five  cents  on  the  dollar  ! 

When  it  is  remembered  that  the  counties  arc  supposed  to 
redeem  finally  in  currency  ever}'  dollar  drawn  upon  the  treas- 
ury, it  is  no  wonder  that  the  people  groan  under  a burden  of 
taxation  which  threatens  to  drive  them  into  bankruptcy. 
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A few  brokers  and  speculators  who  are  able  to  buy  up  and 
hold  the  depreciated  paper  in  the  counties,  reap,  it  is  true,  a 
rich  harvest,  but  it  is  spoils  wrung  from  the  hard  earnings  of 
the  laboring  masses ; and  the  reckless  use  of  county  credit  by 
the  local  boards,  which  enables  heartless  speculators  to  accu- 
mulate princely  fortunes,  sells  at  public  outcry  the  tools  of 
the  mechanic,  and  carries  distress  into  the  cabins  of  the  poor. 

The  recommendations  which  I have  made,  in  order  to  relieve 
the  State,  I would  apply  in  regulating  county  finances. 

I further  recommend  that  the  members  of  Boards  of  Super- 
visors be  required  to  give  bond  for  faithful  discharge  of  duty. 
An  office  which  involves  the  letting  of  contracts  and  issuing 
bills  of  credit  should  not  be  without  ample  bond  as  a security 
to  the  people  against  an  abuse  of  power. 

education. 

It  affords  me  especial  gratification  to  call  your  attention  to 
the  progress  made  by  the  free  schools  throughout  the  State 
during  the  past  two  years. 

The  difficulties  that  have  attended  the  establishment  of  a 
uniform  system  of  public  education  have  been  necessarily 
very  great,  and  considering  the  general  want  of  information 
and  experience  upon  the  subject  that  existed  among  the  peo- 
ple when  the  S3rstem  was  first  inaugurated  it  could  not  have  been 
otherwise  than  that  mistakes  would  be  made.  As  it  becomes 
more  general^  understood  and  appreciated,  however,  all  ob- 
stacles in  its  way  are  gradually  disappearing,  and  the  free 
schools  bid  fair  soon  to  receive  that  measure  of  support  which 
will  render  them  everywhere  popular. 

The  advantages  of  education  are  admitted  on  all  sides;  and 
that  it  is  the  highest  duty  of  a civilized  and  enlightened  peo- 
ple to  cherish  the  rising  generation,  and  secure  to  the  masses 
every  possible  means  of  advancement,  will  not  be  denied.  The 
question  of  difficulty  to  be  met,  is  that  of  providing  means  to 
accomplish  the  desired  end  without  imposing  too  great  bur- 
dens upon  the  community. 

Prudence  would  dictate  that  the  free  school  system  should 
be  put  into  practical  operation  by  degrees,  as  the  people  are 
able  to  realize  the  benefits  to  be  derived  from  it,  and  willing 
to  submit  to  the  taxation  necessary  to  carry  it  forward. 

The  present  condition  of  the  country  demands  that  all  the 
moneys  available  for  school  purposes,  shall  be  applied  as  far  as 
possible  to  the  employment  of  teachers,  and  opening  schools. 
Costly  school  houses,  elegantly  furnished  and  supplied  with 
libraries  and  apparatus,  may  be  the  outgrowth  of  the  system 
in  future  years,  but  they  cannot  be  thought  of  now,  while  the 
great  body  of  the  children  of  the  State  are  entirely  without 
school  advantages.  It  is  better  that  all  should  have  the  op- 
portunity of  acquiring  the  rudiments  of  an  English  education 
in  log  school-houses,  than  that  the  entire  fund  should  be  ex- 
hausted in  procuring  elegant  accomodations  for  the  few. 
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I believe  it  to  be  a cause  of  very  just  complaint  that  many 
of  the  teachers  employed  in  the  schools  are  totally  unfit  for 
the  occupation.  Many  who  have  the  intellectual  qualifica- 
tions required  are  wanting  in  government,  or  disqualified  on 
account  of  immoral  habits. 

It  is  a matter  of  vital  importance  that  the  teachers,  in  whose 
hands  the  youth  of  the  country  are  to  be  intrusted,  shall  be 
models  of  correct  deportment.  Example  as  well  as  precept 
should  lead  the  impressible  youth  to  a high  standard  of  excel- 
lence in  conversation  and  character.  Under  the  present  law, 
five  directors  are  appointed  in  each  county,  whose  duty,  among 
others,  is  to  employ  teachers  and  visit  at  stated  intervals  the 
schools  in  operation  in  their  respective  counties.  It  fre- 
quently happens  that  these  duties  are  faithfully  performed 
onty  to  the  schools  in  the  neighborhoods  where  the  directors 
reside.  1 recommend  that  the  board  of  directors,  as  now 
constituted,  be  abolished,  and  the  duties  they  are  calLed  to 
perform  be  assigned  to  the  county  superintendent,  who  shall 
receive  a salary  for  his  services,  and  be  required  to  give  bond 
for  faithful  discharge  of  duty,  and  devote  his  entire  time  to 
the  schools  of  his  county. 

I further  recommend  that  a board  of  three  directors,  chosen 
from  among  the  patrons  of  each  school,  be  elected  or  ap- 
pointed, whose  duty  it  shall  be,  without  pay,  to  employ  and 
discharge  teachers,  provide  school  houses,  and  repair  and  sup- 
ply the  same  with  seats,  fuel  and  other  necessaries;'  and  that 
the  members  of  the  board  shall  be  required,  alternately,  to 
visit  the  school  once  every  two  weeks  while  it  remains  in  ses- 
sion. This  plan,  if  adopted,  will,  in  my  opinion,  awaken  the 
proper  interest  where  it  belongs — among  the  patrons  of  each 
school.  In  order  also  to  secure  greater  uniformity,  which  is  a 
leading  feature  of  the  system,  I recommend  that  the  tax  for 
general  school  purposes  be  levied  by  the  Legislature  and  made 
collectable  and  payable  into  the  county  treasury,  as  now  pro- 
vided. I also  recommend  that  the  school  funds  of  each  county 
be  distributed  among  the  schools  according  to  the  number  of 
pupils  in  actual  attendance.  This  will  encourage  parents  to 
send  their  children  regularly  to  school  in  order  to  secure  as 
much  as  possible  of  the  fund  to  be  distributed. 

STATISTICS. 


Number  of  free  schools  established 3,000 

Number  of  teachers  employed  during  1871 3,300 

Number  of  pupils  in  attendance  during  1871 90,000 


OXFORD  UNIVERSITY. 

Notwithstanding  the  unwarranted  attempt  made  by  a por- 
tion of  the  partizan  press  of  the  State  to  impair  its  usefulness, 
Oxford  University  is  in  a most  flourishing  condition.  During 
the  session  now  in  progress,  there  have  been  one  hundred  and 
seventy-one  matriculants,  and  applications  for  admission  still 


coming  in,  justify  the  belief  that  over  two  hundred  new  stu- 
dents will  receive  the  benefits  of  the  institution  during,  the 
present  year.  It  is  so  liberally  endowed  as  to  require  very 
little  assistance  from  the  State.  The  abolishing  of  tuition 
fees,  and  the  establishment  of  free  scholarships — one  for  each 
representative  district — have  added  greatly  to  the  popularity 
of  the  University. 

Among  the  improvements  now  contemplated  by  the  Board 
of  Trustees  is  the  establishment  of  an  experimental  farm  for 
agriculture  out  of  the  fund  received  from  the  General  Gov- 
ernment last  year;  the  erection  of  a suitable  house  for  the 
chancellor,  and  the  establishment  of  a department  of  medi- 
cine. Oxford  already  surpasses  any  other  institution  of  like 
character  at  the  South;  but  with  these  accessions,  it  will  rival 
the  oldest  and  best  universities  in  the  United  States. 

ALCORN  UNIVERSITY. 

Alcorn  University  is  yet  in  a state  of  chrjrsalis.  It  has  a 
name,  but  is  without  a local  habitation.  Negotiations,  how- 
ever, are  now  rapidty  culminating  which  will  carry  out  the  law 
authorizing  its  establishment,  and  it  is  hoped  and  believed  that 
it  will  eventuate  in  an  institution  which  future  generations 
shall  rise  up  to  honor  and  bless. 

Before  quitting  this  part  of  my  message,  I desire  to  express 
my  willingness  to  co-operate  -with  the  Legislature  and  the 
friends  of  progress  throughout  the  State,  in  maturing  practical 
plans  for  the  advancement  of  true  knowledge,  and  for  pro- 
moting among  the  masses  pursuits  of  industry. 

PENITENTIARY. 

The  condition  of  the  penitentiary  is  such  as  to  demand  .your 
prompt  attention.  The  lease  under  which  the  convicts  have 
been  held  since  1867,  expired  by  limitation  on  the  first  day  of 
November,  1871.  In  the  absence  of  adequate  provisions  for 
the  care  of  the  convicts  under  existing  laws,  and  in  order  to 
relieve  the  Legislature  from  the  embarrassment  of  being  re- 
quired to  take  forced  action  at  the  very  commencement  of  the 
session,  a contract  was  entered  into  by  my  predecessor  with 
Mr.  E.  Richardson,  the  former  lessee,  to  retain  control  of  the 
convicts  until  the  first  of  March,  1872,  on  the  same  terms  as 
were  agreed  upon  in  the  original  lease.  This  contract  needs 
your  approval,  which,  I trust,  it  will  promptly  receive,  to  give 
it  the  force  , of  law.  The  policy  of  leasing  for  a period  of 
years  the  convicts  sentenced  to  confinement  in  the  peniten- 
tiary, to  be  paraded  throughout  the  State  and  placed  in  com- 
petition with  free  labor,  is  calculated,  in  my  judgment,  to 
corrupt  public  morals,  degrade  industny  pervert  justice,  and 
thwart  the  true  objects  of  punishment. 

Mankind  are  so  far  the  creatures  of  circumstances  as  to  be 
controlled  in  a great  degree  by  their  surroundings.  Even  vice* 
the  “monster  of  such  frightful  mien”  if  “seen  too  oft,”  is  too 
often  embraced.  And  to  bring  the  free,  honest  laborers  of  the 


country. into  contact  and  competition  with  the  lawless  vaga- 
bonds of  the  prison,  is  to  place  on  apparently  equal  footing- 
two  classes  of  societ}r,  as  different  as  virtue  and  vice,  and  it 
will  have  the  tendency  of  obliterating,  in  the  public  mind,  the 
distinction  that  should  exist  between  the  good  citizen  and  the 
degraded  outlaw. 

The  penitentiary  buildings  belonging  to  the  State  are  in  a 
dilapidated  condition,  and  are  not  sufficiently  capacious  to  ac- 
commodate more  than  one-half  the  present  number  of  convicts. 
The  cells  are  too  small  and  illy  ventilated.  The  grounds  con- 
nected with  the  prison  are  inadequate  and  not  favorably  situ- 
ated for  the  purpose. 

I recommend  that  suitable  officers — a superintendent,  clerk, 
and  board  of  control — three  in  number — be  at  once  provided 
to  take  charge  of  the  penitentiary.  The  superintendent  and 
board  of  control  to  be  appointed  by  the  Governor  and  con- 
firmed by  the  Senate. 

I further  recommend  that  the  board  of  control  be  author- 
ized to  dispose  of  the  grounds  on  which  the  present  peniten- 
tiary  is  located,  together  with  such  of  the  buildings,  machinery 
and  material  as  cannot  be  made  available  in  the  establishment 
of  a new  penitentiary,  and  that  it  be  required  to  purchase  a 
farm  of  not  more  than  six  hundred  acres,  in  the  vicinity  of  the 
Capitol,  on  which  the  new  penitentiary  buildings  shall  be 
erected.  In  order  that  this  may  be  accomplished  with  the 
smallest  possible  outlay  on  the  part  of  the  State,  I recommend 
that  the  convicts  under  the  direction  of  the  superintendent 
shall  be  used  in  prosecuting  the  work,  and  that  such  convicts 
as  cannot  be  made  available  for  the  purpose  may  be  hired  out 
for  short  periods,  by  the  board  of  control,  to  labor  on  other 
public  works,  or  elsewhere,  until  such  time  as  they  can  be 
given  employment  within  the  penitentiary  walls. 

If  the  plan  above,  briefly  outlined,  shall  meet  your  appro- 
bation, I would  advise  that  ample  time,  not  less  than  five  years, 
be  allowed  to  carry  it  into  effect,  and  the  officers  appointed  be 
subjected  to  such  limitations,  and  placed  under  such  ample 
bond,  as  will  insure  a faithful  discharge  of  duty  and  protect  the 
interests  of  the  State. 

The  superintendent  should  have  the  services  of  the  State 
Architect,  and  one  other  skilled  mechanic  in  preparing  the 
plans  and  directing  the  construction  of  the  walls  and  buildings, 
which  should  be  modeled  after  the  most  approved  prison  arch- 
itecture adopted  in  the  United  States. 

The  following  table  of  statistics  is  compiled  from  the  very 
excellent  report  of  the  superintendent,  which  is  herewith  sub- 


mitted : 

Total  number  of  convicts  during  ’71 376 

Total  number  discharged  for  various  causes 142 

Total  number  remaining  Dec.  15, 1871 234 


It  is  5,  fact  worthy  of  your  attention,  that  among  all  the 
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convicts  now  sentenced  to  tlie  Penitentiary,  only  two  were 
mechanics,  who  had  previous  to  conviction  learned  a trade. 
Fully  two-thirds  of  all  the  convictions  throughout  the  State 
have  grown  out  of  attempts  to  misappropriate  property  in 
defiance  of  law.  Many  of  this  number,  it  may  well  be  sup- 
posed, on  account  of  the  absence  of  remunerative  employment, 
have  violated  law  to  secure  the  necessities  of  life,  perhaps  to 
drive  the  hungry  wolf,  Famine,  from  the  cabin  door.  The  jus- 
tice of  the  government  should  be  tempered  with  mercy  in 
dealing  with  such  cases  as  these.  It  would  prove  a blessing 
to  the  State  if  every  convict  sent  to  the  Penitentiary  could  be 
returned  to  his  home  the  master  of  a good  trade. 

BENEVOLENT  INSTITUTIONS. 

Our  benevolent  institutions  are  the  pride  of  the  State. 
Although  maintained  at  a heavy  cost,  the  contributions  that 
have  been  from  time  to  time  levied  for  their  support  have  been 
cheerfully  paid,  and  they  now  stand  as  proud  monuments  to 
the  people  whose  Christian  charity  and  enlightenment  they 
represent. 

The  two  new  wings  to  the  Lunatic  Asylum,  authorized  by 
the  last  Legislature,  have  not  been  completed  within  the  time 
agreed  upon  with  the  contractors,  much  to  the  detriment  of 
the  public  interest.  The  work  on  them,  however,  is  still  pro- 
gressing. 

The  treatment  of  patients,  as  shown  by  the  number  reported 
as  restored  to  sound  mind,  has  been  more  successful  during 
the  past  3Tear  than  for  any  other  since  the  establishment  of  the 
Asylum.  The  farm  in  connection  with  the  Asylum,  consisting 
of  fifty  acres,  has  been  admirably  managed,  and  made  to  yield 
products  amounting  in  value  to  over  ten  thousand  dollars. 

The  Superintendent,  Dr.  Wm.  M.  Compton,  in  his  elegant 
and  very  interesting  report  to  the  -Trustees  of  the  Asylum, 
represents  the  necessity  of  still  further  additions  to  meet  the 
growing  demands  made  upon  the  Institution.  His  recommen- 
dations on  the  subjects  treated  in  his  report  show  a compre- 
hensive benevolence  which  takes  into  sympathy  all  the  afflicted 
of  the  State.  I recommend  it  to  your  careful  consideration. 

SCHOOLS  FOR  THE  BLIND  AND  FOR  THE  DEAF  AND  DUMB. 

It  is  an  erroneous  impression,  which  prevails  generally 
among  the  people  that  the  Institutions  for  the  Blind  and  for 
the  Deaf  and  Dumb  are  asylums.  The  last  Legislature  was  so 
far  misled  by  this  false  impression  as  to  denominate  them 
asylums  in  the  New  Code.  They  are  simply  schools  wdiere 
the  unfortunate  blind  and  deaf  and  dumb  youth  of  the  State 
are  instructed  and  taught  some  kind  of  useful  employment 
suited  to  their  condition. 

Under  appropriations  made  b}^  the  last  Legislature^  the  In- 
stitution for  the  Blind  has  been  partially  refurnished,  and  an 
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additional  building  has  been  erected.  Under  the  skillful  man- 
agement of  Mrs.  Merrill,  as  Superintendent,  it  meets  very  fully 
the  demands  of  the  State. 

The  Institution  for  the  Deaf  and  Dumb  was  established  last 
year,  and  only  opened  for  the  reception  of  pupils  on  the  first  of 
December.  Under  the  able  superintendence  of  Dr.  J.  L.  Car- 
ter it  has  grown  rapidly  in  popular  favor.  There  are  now  nine, 
pupils  in  attendance,  and  thirty-five  applications  for  admission. 

STATE  HOSPITAL  AT  VICKSBURG. 

The  Hospital  at  Vicksburg  was  made  a State  Institution  by 
an  act  of  the  Legislature,  approved  March  14,  1871.  Ail  ap- 
propriation of  twenty-five  thousand  dollars  was  made  for  its 
support  the  first  year,  and  Dr.  John  R.  Hicks  was  appointed 
Medical  Superintendent.  In  the  past  nine  months  seventeen 
hundred  and  twenty-three  patients  have  been  treated,  out  of 
which  number  fourteen  hundred  and  seventy-four  have  been 
discharged  as  cured. 

The  management  of  Superintendent  Dr.  John  R.  Hicks  is 
very  highly  commended  by  the  Trustees  of  the  Hospital. 

An  additional  appropriation  is  demanded  to  meet  a deficit 
for  the  third  quarter. 

REPORTS  TRANSMITTED. 

I herewith  transmit  and  recommend  to  your  attention  the 
following  reports : 

Report  of  the  Superintendent  and  Board  of  Trustees  of  the 
Lunatic  Asylum. 

Report  ot  the  Superintendent  and  Board  of  Trustees  of  the 
Institution  for  the  Deaf  and  Dumb. 

Report  of  the  Superintendent  of  the  Institution  for  the  Blind. 

Report  of  the  Superintendent  of  the  Penitentiary. 

Report  of  the  Attorney  General,  showing  unprecedented 
efficiency  in  prosecuting  State  cases  and  convicting  criminals. 

Report  of  the  Superintendent  of  the  State  Hospital,  at 
Vicksburg. 

Report  of  the  Superintendent  of  the  State  Hospital,  at 
Natchez. 

Report  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  State  Normal  School,  at 
Holly  Springs. 

Also,  letters  from  Chancellor  Waddel  in  response  to  my  let- 
ter, requesting  information  and  suggestions  regarding  Oxford 
University. 


RETRENCHMENT  AND  REFORM. 

Considerations  of  public  policy  demand  that  the  affairs  of 
the  State  shall  be  administered  with  the  utmost  economy  con- 
sistent with  the  public  welfare. 

If  the  changes  I have  already  recommended  shall  be  adopted 
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1)3'  your  Honorable  Body,  the  way  will  be  opened  for  retrench- 
ment and  reform,  and  it  can  be  readily  accomplished  without 
impairing  the  efficienc}^  of  the  various  officers,  or  embarrass- 
ing the  operations  of  the  several  departments  of  the  State 
Government.  But  to  give  practical  effect  and  commend  to 
popular  favor  the  policy  set  forth,  its  fruits  must  be  made 
manifest  by  the  wa}'  in  which  the  present  inflated  sj^stem  of 
State  credit  shall  be  forced  to  yield  in  the  reduction  of  all  ex- 
penditures for  State  purposes,  when  placed  upon  a basis  of 
United  States  currency. 

The  entire  proposition  which  I have  sought  to  present  in 
relation  to  finances  may  be  reduced  to  one  of  simple  aritheme- 
tic,  and  its  solution  may  be  found  in  the  answers  to  the  follow- 
ing questions:  How  much  can  the  State  save  b}7  pa}Ting 

promptly,  at  a given  time,  sevent3'-five  cents  for  what,  at  a 
subsequent  period,  she  would  be  obliged  to  pay  one  dollar? 
And  how  much  would  an  officer,  creditor,  or  beneficial  of 
the  State  lose  b}’  receiving  seventy-five  cents  in  currency  in 
place  of  an  Auditor’s  warrant  for  one  dollar,  and  from  which 
only  seventy-five  cents  can  be  realized  on  the  market? 

In  addition  to  the  general  curtailment  of  expenditures, 
which  is  contemplated  in  a change  in  the  administration  of 
State  finances,  I desire  to  call  your  attention  to  special  meas- 
ures of  reform.  ' 


PUBLIC  PRINTING. 

The  rates  established  for  public  printing  are  exorbitant. 
The  benefits  derived  bvr  the  people  on  account  of  the  great 
number  of  journals,  reports,  and  other  public  documents  that 
are  annually  distributed,  are  not  commensurate  with  the  costs 
of  publication.  The  volume  of  laws  publishei  at  the  close  of 
each  session  of  the  Legislature  is  composed,  in  great  part,  of 
charters,  grants,  bills  of  relief,  and  other  private  acts,  wffiich 
are  of  no  general  interest  or  importance,  and  they  serve  to 
make  the  volume  cumbersome  rather  than  to  increase  its  use- 
fulness. 

In  order  to  cut  off  this  very  expensive  and  comparatively 
useless  class  of  legislation,  I recommend  that  a general  corpo- 
ration act  be  passed,  and  also-an  act  regulating  county  affairs, 
including  the  incorporating  of  cities  and  towns,  and  for  alter- 
ing and  amending  the  charters  of  the  same. 

I further  recommend  that  no  bill  of  a special  or  private 
character,  involving  onlyT  individual  interest,  shall  be  enter- 
tained by  either  branch  of  the  Legislature,  unless  the  party 
asking  such  private  or  special  legislation,  shall  first  produce  a 
receipt  from  the  Treasurer  showing  that  an  amount  of  monej’ 
sufficient  to  defray  the  expenses  of  the  same  has  been  depos- 
ited to  the  credit  of  the  State. 

It  is  a correct  principle  of  legislation  that,  in  all  cases 
where  a general  law  can  be  made  applicable,  no  special  law 
should  be  enacted.  I recommend  that  the  Legislature  shall 
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provide,  by  law,  that  the  fuel,  stationery,  and  printing  paper, 
required  for  the  use  of  the  State,  and  also  the  copying,  print- 
ing, and  binding  the  laws,  journals,  and  other  public  documents, 
ordered  by  the  Legislature,  shall  be  let  by  contract  to  the  low- 
est responsible  bidder. 

THE  LEGISLATURE. 

During  the  past  two  years  the  expense  of  the  legislative 
department  has  been  the  largest  item  in  the  disbursements  of 
the  treasury.  The  circumstances  which  have  seemed  to  justify 
it,  no  longer  exist.  It  is  in  your  power  to  make  the  cost  for 
legislation  comparatively  light  by  a short  and  active  session. 
Whether  you  will  use  a careful  economy  in  all  the  outhiys  inci- 
dent to  the  organization  and  proceedings  of  your  respective 
bodies,  rests  entirety  with  yourselves. 

The  doubtful  luxury  of  committee  clerks  and  other  supernu- 
merary officers,  may  well  be  dispensed  with  by  a body  of  indus- 
trious men  who  are  willing  to  perform  clerical  duties  as  well 
as  able  to  do  the  brain  work  of  forming  laws  for  the  common- 
wealth. 

Reposing  the  utmost  confidence  in  j’Our  integrity  and  devo- 
tion, I commend  you  and  your  labors  to  the  guidance  and  con- 
trol of  the  Supreme  Law  giver  of  the  Universe,  with  the  assur- 
ance that  I will  heartily  co-operate  with  you  in  any  and  all 
measures  calculated  to  promote  the  peace  and  happiness  of  the 
people,  and  to  increase  the  prosperity  of  our  beloved  Mis- 
sissippi. 

R.  C.  POWERS,  Governor. 


ANNUAL  REPORT 


OF  THE 


SECRETARY  OF  STATE. 


To  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Mississippi : 

Gentlemen — I hereby  submit  to  your  honorable  body,  the 
following  report: 

The  books,  papers  and  records  of  this  office  have  been  care- 
ful^ kept  and  systematically  filed. 

Addition  to  the  furniture  of  the  office  has  been  made,  with 
rigid  economy  during  the  past  year;  such  as  chairs,  book- 
cases, and  window-blinds. 

The  archive  room,  on  the  lower  floor,  used  for  many  years 
for  the  storage  of  Mississippi  Reports,  was  found  to  be  unfit 
on  account  of  dampness.  The  room  formerly  used  for  geologi- 
cal purposes,  on  the  third  floor,  was  fitted  up  and  substituted. 
The  former  is  now  used  for  the  storage  of  such  documents 
as  will  not  be  injured  thereby.  There  are  a number  of  boxes, 
which  were  turned  over  by  the  military  authorities  at  the 
close  of  their  Provisional  Government,  in  this  room,  that  have 
never  been  opened,  supposed  to  contain  ballots,  etc.  I re- 
spectfully suggest  that  authority  be  given  to  open  them,  and 
file  whatever  may  be  of  importance  and  make  such  disposition 
of  the  other  matter  as  the  interest  of  the  State  and  conven- 
ience may  require.  The  rapid  accumulation  of  matter  renders 
an  economy  of  room  necessary.  Unless  your  wisdom  should 
provide  a night-watchman,  I shall  be  embarrassed  by  appre- 
hension as  to  the  safety  of  the  books  in  my  custod}". 
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The  old  State  seal  being  greatly  worn,  a new  one,  finely 
manufactured  in  New  York  city,  was  recently  purchased,  at  a 
cost  of  thirty-five  dollars. 

Three  thousand  five  hundred  and  forty-one  commissions, 
eleven  hundred  and  ninety-seven  notices  of  appointment,  two 
hundred  and  six  notices  of  removal,  and  thirty-five  pardons  of 
State  prison  convicts,  were  issued  during  the  past  year  Also, 
patents  for  swamp  and  overflowed  lands,  to  the  amount  of 
106.321  9-100  acres  have  been  issued;  including  lands  granted 
by  the  Sfate  to  the  Pearl  River  Improvement  and  Navigation 
Company.  Two  hundred  and  fifty-six  entries  of  resignations 
have  been  made. 

The  Constitution  (Art.  5,  Sec.  19)  makes  it  the  duty  of  the 
Secretary  of  State  to  keep  a register  of  all  the  official  acts  of 
the  Governor.  The  Revised  Code  of  1857  and  1871,  it  is  sup- 
posed, fail  to  require  this  of  the  Secretary  of  State;  but  ap- 
preciating its  importance,  I have  kept  such  record,  which 
already  covers  two  hundred  pages  double  flat  cap  paper,  re- 
quiring an  amount  of  labor  for  which  no  provision  has  been 
made  by  law.  Indeed,  it  is  of  great  importance  that  such  a 
record  should  be  kept.  I have  no  evidence  in  this  department 
that  such  has  been  the  custom  since  the  administration  of 
Gov.  A.  G.  Brown. 

I established,  with  the  approval  of  the  Governor,  a rule  that 
all  officers  should  file  evidences  of  the  qualifications  required 
by  law  before  receiving  theirAommissions  under  appointment, 
which  necessitated  a vast  amount  of  correspondence,  and  the 
furnishing  of  blank  oaths.  These  oaths  and  certificates  are 
all  on  file,  the  registry  of  commissions  made  and  copies  of  the 
latter  furnished  the  State  Auditor. 

The  returns  of  the  election  of  November  7,  1871,  wrere  duly 
examined,  as  the  law  directs,  certificates  to  Senators,  District 
Attorneys,  and  commissions  to  all  county  officers  have  been 
issued. 

The  military  registration  books  were  sent  to  all  the  counties 
of  the  State,  and  safely  reached  their  destination.  But  no 
provision  of  law  exists  for  their  return  to  this  office. 

The  returns  Of  most  of  the  registration  officers  bore  no 
mark  on  the  back  of  the  envelope  containing  them, “of  the 
character  of  the  enclosure.  This  caused  delay7  in  the  issuance 
of  commissions.  The  district  returns  are  all  recorded  and 
certified  by  the  Governor. 

Commissions  have  been  revoked  where  successful  contest- 
ants have  filed  a duly  authenticated  judgment  of  the  court 
having  jurisdiction  in  the  case. 

Attested  copies  of  the  Acts  and  Resolutions  were  placed  in 
the  hands  of  the  Public  Printer,  m accordance  with  law;  also 
of  the  Revised  Code.  But  the  removal  of  the  Public  Printer 
June  16,  1871,  followed  by  the  injunction  made  on  Messrs. 
Alcorn  & Fisher,  and  Dr.  W.  H.  Compton,  with  whom  I subse- 
quently contracted  to  do  the  printing,  caused  a delay  until  De- 
cember 11th  in  the  distribution  of  the  Code.  The  exigencies 
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of  the  public  service,  growing  out  of  delay,  were  such  that  a 
distribution  had  to  be  made  in  exceedingly  great  haste.  Re- 
ceipts of  public  carriers  are  on  file  showing  that  distribution 
has  been  made  to  all  the  counties  of  the  State.  (See  Report 
on  Distribution,  marked  B).  Clerks  of  Courts  of  Record  of  a 
large  number  of  counties  have  been  supplied  with  missing 
copies  of  Mississippi  Reports  as  the  law  directs.  New  coun- 
ties have  been  supplied  to  a considerable  extent  with  public 
documents. 

Document  marked  “C,”  accompanj-ing,  will  show  the  num- 
ber of  Mississippi  Reports  sold.  The  sale  was  restricted  be- 
cause of  the  probable  requirements  for  the  use  of  the  State.  I 
would  respectfully  suggest  that  further  sales  of  Mississippi 
Reports  be  stopped,  as  the  wants  of  the  State  in  a few  years, 
will  demand  all  that  are  remaining,  and  many  of  the  volumes 
are  out  of  print.' 

I would  respectfully  suggest  the  propriety  of  authorizing 
the  Secretary  of  State  to  exchange  Mississippi  Reports  for 
those  of  other  States;  and  also,  that  United  States  District 
Attorneys,  the  Adjutant  General,  Superintendents  of  Public 
Education,  Lunatic  As3'lums,  Blind,  Deaf  and  Dumb  Institu- 
tions, Alcorn  University,  and  State  Normal  Schools  be  fur- 
nished with  public  documents  as  other  officers. 

The  bill  authorizing  the  publication  of  an  additional  thou- 
sand copies  of  the  Laws  not  having  beconme  a law  until  the 
meeting  of  the  present  Legislature,  there  was  not  a sufficient 
number  to  supply  all,  entitled  to  copies  by  law'.  The  requisite 
number  is  expected  to  be  delivered  at  this  office  at  an  early 
clay. 

Until  recently  the  opinion  was  not  known  to  be  questioned, 
that  the  Code  was  distributed  to  members  of  the  session  adopt- 
ing it,  as  were  the  Laws.  While  entertaining  grave  doubts  as 
to  whether  this  was  the  best  polic3%  I could  find  no  law  au- 
thorizing me  to  withhold  them  from  those  members,  or  compel 
them  to  turn  them  over  to  their  successors.  Should  the  Leg- 
islature indicate  its  will  in  this  matter,  it  will  be  promptly  and 
rigidly  complied  with. 

A critical  examination  of  the  accounts  of  the  Public  Printer 
have  been  made  in  accordance  writh  law,  and  record  kept  of 
amount  of  work  performed.  This  examination  is  to  determine 
wdiether  the  work  charged  for,  has  been  delivered  and,  at  the 
price  fixed  by  law.  (See  Document  A.) 

A cursory  glance  at  this  Report  will  show  the  necessit3r  of 
an  additional  clerk  permanent^,  as  wrell  as  udsion  ring  the  ses 
of  the  Legislature.  The  clerical  force  of  eveiy  Department  of 
the  State  has  been  permanently  increased ; while  that  of  this 
Department  remains  as  before  the  war,  with  the  exception  of 
the  period  in  w'hich  the  Legislature  is  in  session.  Indeed,  so 
man}'  and  thorough  changes  have  been  made  in  the  adminis- 
tration of  public  affairs,  that  the  office  of  Secretary  of  State  is 
a place  not  only  of  record  and  notification,  but  of  constant 
inquiry,  which  of  itself,  requires  the  entire  attention  of  one 
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person.  I have  been  compelled  to  be  at  some  expense,  paid  out 
of  my  own  pocket,  to  keep  up  the  work  of  my  office. 

Hoping  that  the  exhibit  made  by  this  communication  will 
prove  satisfactory,  and  give  evidence  of  that  fidelity  and  ca- 
pacity, which  it  is  my  highest  aim,  I submit  it  to  you  as  the 
Report  of  this  Department. 

I most  cheerfully  bear  testimony  to  the  efficiency  and  fidelity 
<*>f  the  Chief  Clerk,  who  has  been  employed  during  the  year. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  LYNCH, 

Secretary  of  State. 
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BE  POET  of  Distribution  of  Public  Documents , by  James 
Lynch , Secretary  of  State , 1871. 


RECAPITULATION. 

NAMES  OF  BOOKS. 

VOLUMES. 

Revised  Code,  1871 

Laws 

Senate  Journals 

House  Journals 

Constitutional  Convention  Journals,  1868.  . 

United  States  Statutes,  41st  Congress 

Auditor’s  Special  Reports 

Geological  Reports 

Revised  Maps  of  State 

Hutchinson’s  Code 

1,4c  9 
1,872 
1,140 
1,140 
138 
69 

2,680 

380 

87 

3 

Total  number  of  books  distributed. . . . 

8,968 
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Lynch , Secretary  of  State,  1871. 


TO  MEMBERS  OF  LEGISLATURE,  ETC. 


LAI 

1870. 

TV'S. 

1871. 

SENATE  i 

1870. 

JOURNALS. 

1871. 

HOUSE  J( 

1870. 

5URNALS. 

1871. 

CODE. 

1871. 

52 

27 

23 

102 

39 

102 

33 
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REPORT  of  Distribution  of  Public  Documents , by  James 
Lynch , Secretary  of  State , 1871. 


TO  THE  JUDGES  OF  THE  CIRCUIT  COURTS. 


CIRCUIT  DIS- 
TRICTS. 

CODE 

1871 

LAWS. 

SENATE  JOURNAL 
AND  APPENDIX 

1871. 

HOUSE  JOURNAL 
AND  APPENDIX 

1871. 

1870. 

1871. 

1st  District 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2d 

“ 

1 

1 

1 

1 

3d 

(C 

1 

1 

1 

1 

4th 

a 

1 

1 

1 

1 

5th 

a 

1 

1 

1 

1 

6th 

u 

1 

1 

1 

1 

7 th 

“ 

1 

1 

1 

1 

8th 

“ 

1 

1 

1 

1 

9th 

u 

1 

1 

1 

1 

10th 

“ 

1 

1 

1 

1 

11th 

» 

1 

1 

1 

1 

12th 

a 

1 

1 

1 

1 

13th 

a 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

14th 

“ 

1 

1 

1 

1 

15th 

t: 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Total 

15 

15 

15 

15 
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EE  PORT  of  Distribution  of  Public  Documents , by  James 
Lynch , Secretary  of  State,  1871. 


TO  THE  CHANCELLORS. 


CHANCERY 

DISTRICTS. 

CODE 

1871 

LAWS. 

SENATE  JOURNAL 
AND  APPENDIX, 

1871. 

HOUSE  JOURNAL 
AND  APPENDIX, 

1871. 

1870. 

1671. 

1st  District.  . . 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2d 

U 

1 

1 

1 

1 

3d 

tt 

1 

1 

1 

1 

4th 

“ 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

5 th 

1 

1 

1 

1 

6th 

it 

1 

1 

1 

1 

7th 

u 

1 

1 

1 

1 

8th 

a 

1 

1 

1 

I 

9th 

“ 

1 

1 

1 

1 

10th 

“ 

1 

1 

1 

1 

31th 

u 

1 

1 

1 

1 

12th 

“ 

1 

1 

1 

1 

13  th 

“ 

1 

1 

1 

1 

14th 

tt 

1 

1 

1 

1 

15th 

it 

1 

1 

1 

1 

16th 

it- 

1 

1 

I 

1 

17th 

“ 

1 

1 

1 

1 

18th 

“ 

1 

1 

I 

1 

13th 

kt 

1 

1 

1 

1 

20th 

it 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Total .... 

20 

1 

20 

20 

20 
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HE  POET  of  Distribution  of  Public  Documents , by  James 
Lynch , Secretary  of  State , 1871. 


TO  DISTRICT  ATTORNEYS. 


DISTRICTS. 

CODE 

1871 

LAWS, 

1871. 

SENATE  JOURNAL 
AND  APPENDIX, 

1871. 

HOUSE  JOURNAL 
AND  APPENDIX, 

1871. 

1st  District.... 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2d 

1 

1 

1 

1 

3d 

1 

1 

4th  “ 

1 

1 

1 

5th  “ 

1 

1 

1 

1 

6th  “ 

1 

1 

7th  “ 

1 

1 

8th  “ 

1 

1 

9th  “ 

1 

1 

10th  “ 

1 

1 

1 

1 

11th  “ 

1 

1 

1 

1 

12th  “ 

1 

1 

1 

I 

13th  “ 

1 

1 

14th  “ 

1 

1 

1 

1 

15th  “ 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Total 

9 

8 

15 

15 

09 


[Document  B — Continued.] 


REPORT  of  Distribution  of  Public  Documents , by  James 
Lynch,  Secretary  of  State,  1871. 


counties. 


Adams - 

Alcorn - 

Amite - 

( 

I 

Attala { 

Benton . 

Bolivar . 

Calhoun 
Carroll . . 


Chickasaw i 

Choctaw | 

Claiborne | 

Clarke ] 

Coahoma j 

Copiah j 

Covington « 

3 ( 

DeSoto | 

Franklin \ 


NAME  OF  REPORTERS. 

NO.  VOLS.  AND  NO.  OF 
EACH  DISTRIBUTED. 

Reynolds 

Two  of  42. 

Morris  

Two  of  43. 

Reynolds 

Two  of  42. 

Morris 

Two  of  43. 

Reynolds 

Two  of  42. 

Morris 

Two  of  43. 

Smedes  & Marshall 

One  of  14. 

Cushman 

One  each  of  1,  5,  6. 

George 

One  each  of  4,  5.  7. 

Reynolds 

One  of  40,  & two  of  42. 

Morris 

Two  of  43. 

Reynolds 

Two  of  42. 

Morris 

Two  of  43. 

Reynolds 

Two  of  42. 

Morris 

Two  of  43. 

Reynolds 

Two  of  42. 

Morris 

Two  of  43. 

Reynolds 

Two  of  42. 

Morris 

Two  of  43. 

Howard 

One  of  7. 

Cushman 

One  each  of  5,  6,  7. 

George 

One  of  1,  & 2,  two  of  8. 

Re3rnolds 

1 of  40,  2 each  of  41,  42. 

Morris 

Two  of  43. 

Freeman’s  Chan..  . 

One  of  1. 

Reynolds 

Two  of  42. 

Morris 

Two  of  43. 

Reynolds 

Two  of  42. 

Morris 

Two  of  43. 

Revnolds. ........ 

One  of  41,  and  2 of  42. 

Morris 

Two  of  43. 

Reynolds 

Two  of  42. 

Morris  

Two  of  43. 

Reynolds 

Two  of  42. 

Morris 

Two  of  43. 

Reynolds \ . 

Two  of  42. 

Morris 

Two  of  43. 

Reynolds 

Two  of  42. 

Morris 

Two  of  43. 

Reynolds 

Two  of  42. 

Morris 

Two  of  43. 
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REPORT  of  Distribution  of  Public  Documents,  by  James 
Lynch,  Secretary  of  State,  1871. 


COUNTIES. 

Greene 

Grenada 

Hancock 

Harrison 

Hinds 

Holmes 

Issaquena . . . . , 
Itawamba 

Jasper 

Jackson 

Jefferson.  ...... 

Jones 

Kemper 

Lafa}'ette 

Lauderdale 

Lawrence 

Leake 

Lee 


N'AME  OF  REPORTERS. 


NO.  VOL8.  AND  NO.  OF 
EACH  DISTRIBUTED. 


j Reynolds 

( Morris 

j Reynolds 

| Morris 

( George 

■<  Reynolds 

( Morris 

j Reynolds 

( Morris 

j Reynolds 

j Morris 

\ Reynolds 

} Morris 

j Reynolds 

( Morris 

j Reynolds 

| Morris 

( George 

•J  Re3*nolds 

( Morris 

j Reynolds 

/ Morris . 

f Howard 

j Smedes  & Marshall 
J Cushman 


Two  of  42. 

Two  of  43. 

Two  of  42. 

Two  of  43. 

One  of  9,  and  one  of  10. 
One  of  40,  41,  & 2 ot  42. 
Two  of  43. 

Two  of  42. 

Two  of  43. 

Two  of  42. 

Two  of  43. 

Two  of  42. 

Two  of  43. 

Two  each  of  41,  & 42. 
Two  of  43. 

Two  of  42. 

Two  of  43. 

Two  of  10. 

Two  of  42. 

Two  of  43. 

Two  of  42. 

One  of  43. 

One  of  4. 

One  of  4,  5,  6,  7,  8. 

One  each  of  4 and  7. 


| George 

| Reynolds 

[ Morris 

J Reynolds ........ 

I Morris 

j Reynolds 

I Morris  ......... 

j Reynolds 

( Morris 

( Reynolds 

i Morris 

( Reynolds 

1 Morris 

1 Reynolds 

, lorris 

Reynolds 

lorris 


One  of  1, 3, 4,  5,  6, 7, 8,  9. 
One  of  40,  41,  & 2 of  42. 
Two  of  43. 

Two  each  of  40,  41,  42. 
Two  of  43. 

Two  of  42. 

Two  of  43. 

Two  of  42. 

Two  of  43. 

One  of  41,  and  2 of  42. 
Two  of  43. 

Two  of  42. 
rwo  of  43. 

Two  of  42. 

Two  of  43. 

Two  of  42. 

Two  of  43, 
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REPORT  of  Distribution  of  Public  Documents , by  James 
Lynch , Secretary  of  State,  1871. 


COUNTIES. 

Leflore 

Lincoln ». 

Lowndes 

Madison. 

Marion 

Marshall 

Monroe 


Montgomery 


Neshoba. . 
Newton.  . . 
Noxubee . . 
Oktibbeha 
Panola. . . 
Perry 

Pike 

Pontotoc. 


NAME  OF  REPORTERS. 

NO.  OF  VOLS.  AND  NO  OF 
EACH  DISTRIBUTED. 

Reynolds 

Two  of  42. 

Morris 

Two  of  43. 

Reynolds 

Two  of  42. 

Morris 

Two  of  43. 

Howard 

One  of  3. 

Smedes  & Marshall 
George 

One  of  8. 
One  of  6. 

Reynolds 

6ne  of  40,  41,  & 2 of  42. 
Two  of  43. 

Morris 

Reynolds 

Morris 

Two  of  42. 
Two  of  43. 

Reynolds 

Two  of  42. 

Morris 

Two  of  43. 

Reynolds 

Two  of  42. 

Morris 

Two  of  43. 

Reynolds 

Two  of  42. 

Morris 

Two  of  43. 

Howard 

Smedes  & Marshall 
Cushman 

(Two  of  4,  ohe  of  5, 
( and  two  of  6,  7. 
(Two  of  1,  2,  3,  4,  5,  6. 
\ 7,  8,  & 1 of  9,  10, 

( 11,  12,  13. 

Two  of  1,  2,  3,  4,  and  7. 
(Two  of  1,  2,  3,  5,  6, 
1 7,  8,  9,  10. 

Two  each  of  40, 41,  42. 
Two  of  43. 

George 

Reynolds 

Morris 

Freeman’s  Chan  . . . 
Rej'nolds 

Two  of  1. 

Two  each  of  40,  41,  42. 
Two  of  43. 

Morris 

Reynolds 

Two  of  42. 

Morris 

Two  of  43. 

Reynolds 

Two  of  42. 

Morris 

Two  of  43. 

Reynolds 

Two  of  42. 

Morris 

Two  of  43. 

Reynolds 

Two  of  42. 

Morris 

Two  of  43. 

Reynolds 

Two  of  42. 

Morris 

Two  of  43. 

Reynolds 

Two  of  42. 

Morris 

Reynolds 

Two  of  43. 
Two  of  42. 

Morris 

Two  of  43, 
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REPORT  of  Distribution  of  Public  Documents , by  James 
Lynch , Secretary  of  State,  1871. 


COUNTIES. 

Prentiss 

Rankin 

Scott 

Simpson 

Smith 

Sunflower 

Tallahatchie  . . 

Tippah  

Tishomingo  . . . 
Tunica 


Union 

Warren 

Washington  . . . 

Wayne 

Wilkinson  .... 
Winston 

Yalobusha. . . . 

Yazoo 


NAME  OF  REPORTERS. 

NO.  OF  VOLS.  AND  NO.  OF 
EACH  DISTRIBUTED. 

Reynolds 

Two  of  42. 

Morris 

Tow  of  43. 

Reynolds 

Two  of  42. 

Morris 

Two  of  43. 

Reynolds 

Two  of  42. 

Morris 

Two  of  43. 

Reynolds 

Two  of*42. 

Morris 

One  of  43. 

Reynolds 

Two  of  42. 

Morris 

Two  of  43. 

Reynolds 

Two  of  42. 

Morris 

Two  of  43. 

Reynolds 

Two  of  42* 

Morris 

Two  of  43. 

Reynolds 

Two  of  42. 

Morris 

Twe  of  43* 

Reynolds 

Two  of  42. 

Morris 

Two  of  43. 

Re}7nolds 

Two  of  42. 

Morris 

Two  of  43. 

Smedes  & Marshall 

One  of  9,10,11,12,13,14. 

Cushman 

One  of  1,2,  3,  4,5,  6,  7. 

George 

lofl,  2,3,  4,5,6,7,8,9,10* 

Reynolds 

One  of  40,41,  & 2 of  42. 

Morris 

Two  of  43. 

Reynolds 

Two  of  42. 

Morris 

Two  of  43. 

Reynolds 

Two  of  42. 

Morris 

Two  of  43. 

Re}rnolds 

Two  of  42. 

Morris 

Two  of  43. 

Reynolds 

Two  ot  42. 

Morris 

Two  of  43. 

Reynolds 

Two  of  42. 

Morris 

Two  of  43. 

Reynolds 

Two  of  42. 

Morris 

Two  of  43. 

Howard 

One  each  of  4 and  6. 

Smedes  & Marshall 

One  of  1,  2,  3, 4,  5,  6,7,8* 

Freeman’s  Chan.. . 

One  of  3. 

Reynolds 

Two  of  42. 

Morris 

Two  of  43. 

Total  number  of  volumes  distributed 


435 
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[Document  B — Continued.] 


REPORT  of  Distribution  of  Public  Documents,  by  James 
Lynch,  Secretary  of  State,  1871. 


RECAPITULATION. 

NAME  OF  VOLUMES. 

NO.  VOLUMES. 

Freeman’s  Chancery 

4 

Howard’s  Reports. . 

12 

Smedes  & Marshall’s  Report 

Cushman’s  Report 

42 

26 

George’s  Report 

48 

Reynold’s  Report 

166 

Morris’  Report 

137 

Total 

435 

[Document  C.] 

SALES  OF  MISSISSIPPI  REPORTS,  BY  JAMES  LYNCH,  SECRETARY  OF  STATE,  FOR  THE  YEAR  1871. 
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ANNUAL  EEPOET 


OF  THE 

ATTORNEY  GENERAL. 


— o — — - 

Attorney  General’s  Office,  ) 
Jackson,  Miss.,  January  1,  1872.  ) 

To  II is  Excellency,  B.  C.  Powers , 

Governor  of  the  State  of  Mississippi  : 

Sir — In  obedience  to  your  command,  I proceed,  now,  to  a 
brief  report  of  the  transactions  of  this  office,  so  far  as  they  are 
embraced  in  the  terms  of  your  inquiry. 

The  suits  of  the  State  against  the  New  Orleans,  Jackson  and 
Great  Northern  Railroad  Company,  the  Mississippi  and  Ten- 
nessee Railroad  Company,  and  the  Mississippi  Central  Railroad 
Company,  are  not  yet  disposed  of.  The  one  last  mentioned, 
which  was  pending  in  the  Chancery  Court  of  Madison  county, 
has  been  decided  in  favor  of  the  State,  and  the  defendants 
have  appealed  to  the  Supreme  Court,  where  it  has  again  been 
argued  and  submitted,  and  a decree  affirming  that  of  the  court 
below  is  confidently  expected  at  the  present  term.  Mean- 
while, by  agreement  of  counsel,  and  to  save  costs,  the  other 
two  cases  are  permitted  to  stand  over  in  the  inferior  courts, 
and  await  the  decision  of  the  Supreme  Court  upon  this  appeal 
for  the  settlement  of  some  questions  and  principles  which  per- 
tain to  all.  The  total  amount  sued  for,  in  the  three  cases,  is 
about  $1,250,000;  all  of  which,  it  is  hoped,  will  be  collected 
during  the  present  }Tear. 

Another  case — that  of  the  Commissioner  of  the  Sinking 
Fund  of  the  State  against  D.  S.  Patterson,  et  ux.,  et  al.,  for  the 
recovery  of  $6,809  03,  balance  of  loaned  money,  principal  and 
interest,  on  appeal  from  the  Chancery  Court  of  Claiborne 
county — has  been  decided  in  favou  of  the  State,  affirming  a 
decree  for  the  sale  of  certain  real  estate  in  Hinds  count}', 
mortgaged  for  security.  The  delay  afforded  to  the  defendants 
by  the  Governor  and  Treasurer,  a year  ago,  in  enforcing  a sale 
of  the  mortgaged  premises,  has  not  resulted  in  the  payment  of 
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the  money,  as  was  promised  at  that  time.  It  is  believed  that 
the  mortgage  security  is  amply  sufficient,  and  it  will  be  en- 
forced if  payment  shall  not  be  made  on  or  before  the  15th  inst. 

Another  case,  very  important  in  its  constitutional  aspects, 
and  in  its  effect  upon  the  policy  and  morals  of  the  State,  has 
been  decided  in  the  Supreme  Court,  upon  Error  to  the  Circuit 
Court  of  Hinds  county.  I allude  to  the  ease  of  the  “Missis- 
sippi Society  of  Arts  and  Sciences”  against  the  Auditor  and 
Treasurer  of  the  State.  The  suit  involves  the  validity  of  an 
act,  approved  February  21,  1867,  granting  to  the  “ Society,” 
and  “their  associates  and  successors,”  the  chartered  privi- 
lege of  establishing  and  carrying  on,  for  twenty  years,  a sys- 
tem of  lotteries  throughout  the  State,  with  a principal  office, 
domicile  and  headquarters  at  the  State  capital,  and  branch  offices 
at  such  other  places  in  the  State  as  the  Society,  and  its  suc- 
cessors, might  choose  to  establish.  The  charter  required  the 
Society,  before  commencing  business,  to  pay  into  the  Treasury 
$5,000;  and,  afterwards,  one-half  of  one  per  cent,  of  the  pro- 
ceeds of  the  sale  of  tickets  for  the  benefit  of  Common  Schools; 
and,  also,  to  give  bond,  with  security,  to  be  approved  by  the 
Treasurer,  conditioned  for  the  performance  of  its  duties,  etc. 
Before  the  completion  of  all  the  requirements  of  this  charter, 
the  Constitution  of  1868  went  into  operation,  containing  a gen- 
eral prohibition  of  all  lotteries,  or  the  sale  of  any  lottery 
tickets,  in  the  State.  But  the  Society  claimed  a vested  right, 
under  the  charter,  to  pay  the  bonus,  give  the  bond,  and  pro- 
ceed with  the  scheme.  Acting  under  my  advice,  the  Auditor 
and  Treasurer  refused  to  receive  the  money  or  bond,  and  the 
suit  was  brought  for  peremptory  mandamus  against  them  to 
compel  the  acceptance  of  the  money  and  bond.  The  Supreme 
Court,  by  its  decision,  annuls  the  grant  by  sustaining  its  con- 
stitutional repeal,  on  grounds  of  public  policy,  and  -in  the  inter- 
ests of  public  morals.  This  is  believed  to  be  the  first  case  of 
the  kind  that  has  been  adjudicated  in  the  United  States. 

Leachman  vs.  Musgrove,  Auditor,  etc.,  is  another  case  of 
constitutional,  as  well  as  pecuniary,  importance  to  the  State, 
which  has  recently  come  before  the  Supreme  Court.  It  is  a 
test  case  by  one  of  the  Circuit  Judges,  under  military  appoint- 
ment, seeking  a mandamus  to  compel  thepaj'ment  of  a balance 
of  srlaiy,  claimed  to  have  accrued  between  the  23d  of  March, 
1870  (one  monili  after  the  State  was  re-admitted  to  representa- 
tion), and  the  11th  of  May  following,  that  being  the  dajr  on 
which  “a  successor”  is  alleged  to  have  been  qualified.  Ag^ain, 
acting  under  my  advice,  the  Auditor  refused  payment  on  the 
ground  that  the  office  was  abolished  by  the  abolition  of  the 
constitution  which  created  it;  that  the  old  districts  were  abol- 
ished by  the  act  creating  new  ones;  and  that  the  military  ap- 
pointment had  ceased  to  be  operative  when  the  military  gov- 
ernment, under  which  it  was  made,  was  terminated  by  opera- 
tion of  the  express  words  of  the  reconstruction  laws. 

As  a controlling  precedent  for  the  -disposal  of  a large  num- 
ber of  other  claims,  depending  precisely  on  the  same  questions, 
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and  involving  an  aggregate  sum  of  many  thousands,  and  find- 
ing it  prosecuted  by  counsel  for  the  claimant  with  remarkable 
energy  and  skill,  I considered  it  my  duty  to  give  to  the  side  of 
the  State  in  this  case  peculiar  care  and  attention.  It  has  been 
argued  and  submitted,  and  will  probably  be  decided  at  an 
earl}’  day  in  this  term. 

Numerous  civil  suits  in  the  Supreme  Court,  by  and  against 
counties,  and  in  which  the  interests  of  the  counties  have  de- 
volved on  me  alone,  might  be  mentioned  in  this  connection ; 
but  they  are  not  included  in  the  terms  of  your  inquiry.  Suf- 
fice it  to  say,  that  since  my  accession  to  office,  two  years  ago, 
no  civil  suit  in  the  Supreme  Court  has  been  decided  against  the 
State  or  any  county. 

In  answer  to  your  inquiry  respecting  the  efficiency  with 
which  the  criminal  laws  are  being  administered,  I have  the 
satisfaction  to  report  that,  so  far  as  it  has  fallen  under  my  ob- 
servation or  been  brought  to  my  notice,  there  is  a marked  im- 
provement now  in  progress.  Since  the  people  have  the  pros- 
pect of  being  governed  by  civil  and  peace  officers  of  their  own 
choice,  there  is  reason  to  hope  that  there  will  be  a general  and 
cheerful' obedience  and  support  given  to  the  laws  of  the  land. 
Besides,  we  are  all  having,  every  day,  more  opportunity  for 
reflection,  and  to  consider  how  much  the  State  and  people  have 
lost,  and  are  continually  losing,  by  permitting  violence  and 
countenancing  violent  men. 

The  efforts  now  being  made  to  secure  a vigorous  and  impar- 
tial enforcement  of  the  laws,  are  more  encouraging  than  hereto- 
fore, and.  the  sentiments  expressed  by  the  people  indicate,  not 
merely  a weariness  of  strife,  but  the  near  approach  of  a time 
when  violence  shall  meet  everywhere  with  a strong  public  dis- 
approbation, expressing  itself  through  resolute  prosecutions 
and  prompt  punishments. 

There  remains,  however,  several  very  effective  and  very  cer- 
tain agencies  and  aids  to  crime  and  bloodshed.  I refer,  now, 
on  the  one  hand,  to  the  practice  among  a large  proportion  of 
our  male  inhabitants  of  carrying  concealed  lethal  weapons, 
and,  on  the  other  hand,  to  the  universal  and  ever-present  Drink- 
ing-Houses. These  are  the  causes  of  at  least  nine-tenths  of 
the  rowdyism,  violence  and  crime  in  the  State,  and  upon  them 
the  laws  have,  as  yet,  imposed  no  restraint.  Indeed,  it  is 
claimed,  and  with  some  plausibility,  that  both  these  evils  are 
positively  and  directly  established  by  law.  In  respect  to  wear- 
ing deadly  weapons  concealed  on  the  person,  it  is  sometimes 
claimed  by  interested  partiesthat  it  is  authorized  by  that  clause 
of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  and  which,  like  many 
other  provisions  of  that  instrument,  is  repeated  in  the  constitu- 
tions of  this  and  other  States,  which  secures  to  the  people  “the 
right  to  keep  and  bear  arms.”  If  any  argument  were  needed 
to  prove  that  this  provision  was  not  intended  to  authorize  pri- 
vate persons  in  civil  life  to  habittially  carry  concealed  weapons 
in  time  of  peace,  the  very  context  in  which  the  provision  is 
found  furnishes  a conclusive  argument.  The  whole  clause  is 
as  follows : 
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“ A well  regulated  militia  being  necessary  to  the  security  of 
a free  State,  the  right  of  the  people  to  keep  and  bear  arms  shall 
not  be  infringed.”  Article  2,  Amendment  of  Constitution  of 
the  United  States. 

This  clause  certainly  had  sole  reference  to  military  arms  for 
the  use  of  the  people  in  the  defense  of  their  country  and  their 
liberties.  The  clause,  as  it  stands,  authorizes  the  people,  not 
only  to  “ keep  and  bear  ” arms,  but  also  to  use  them,  for  the 
purpose  contemplated;  because  it  were  idle  nonsense  for  us  to 
keep  and  bear  arms  if  we  are  not  allowed  to  use  them,  in  a 
proper  manner  and  in  a proper  case.  And  yet,  no  person  will 
be  guilty  of  such  an  absurdity  as  to  say  that  the  Legislature 
cannot  regulate  the  use  of  arms,  and  punish  their  misuse,  or 
the  abuse  or  prostitution  of  a constitutional  privilege.  But  it 
would  be  just  as  reasonable  to  say,  that  the  Legislature  cannot 
regulate  the  use  of  arms,  as  it  is  to  say  that  it  cannot  regulate 
the  manner  of  keeping  and  bearing  them.  But  this  objection 
is  fortunately  an  old  one,  which  has  already  been  met  and  dis- 
posed of  by  the  Supreme  Courts  of  several  of  the  States,  and 
by  elementary  and  constitutional  writers  of  the  highest  author- 
ity. See  3 Blackf.  (Indiana)  Rep.,  229 ; 1 Kelly  (Ga  ) Rep.,  214; 
24  Tex.  Rep.,  401;  Story  on  the  Constitution,  Sec.  1,893; 
Rawle.  on  the  Constitution,  125;  4 Tucker’s  Black.,  app.  300. 

The  practice  which  has  long  been  prevalent  in  this-  State,  of 
licensing  retail  liquor  establishments  for  the  purpose  of  reve- 
nue's a perversion  of  everj'  rational  theory  of  finances  and  of 
morals.  Such  houses,  if  licensed  at  all,  should  not  be  licensed 
with  a view  to  revenue,  but  solely  as  a police  regulation  for  the 
safety  of  the  people,  against  an  extremely  dangerous  and 
destructive  vice.  Of  course  no  person  supposes  that  any 
amount  of  treasure  could  pay  for  the  amount  of  suffering  and 
domestic  bereavement  of  which  these  establishments  are  the 
immediate  and  direct  cause.  These  establishments,  being  set 
up  conspicuous^  in  the  principal  places,  and  in  profuse 
abundance  in  every  town,  furnished  and  ornamented  with  ele- 
gance, and  presided  over  with  fascinating  politeness,  thousands 
of  youths,  who  would  otherwise  have  made  sobbr  and  useful 
citizens,  are  irresistibly  drawn  into  evil  habits,  and  then  into 
crime  and  ruin.  But  regarded  solely  in  its  pecuniary  aspect, 
the  license  system  does  not  accomplish,  but  on  the  contrary,  it 
defeats  the  financial  object  which  is  set  up  as  its  argument 
and  justification.  Reliable  estimates  in  my  possession  show 
that,  for  the  year  1871,  the  total  receipts  for  liquor  licenses  do 
not  exceed  $70,000,  while  the  quantity  of  intoxicating  liquors 
consumed  in  the  same  time,  exceeds  600,000  gallons.  This 
quantity,  at  30  drinks  to  the  gallon,  and  15  cents  a drink,  has 
cost  the  patrons  of  the  license  system,  in  the  last  year,  $2,700,- 
000  00  ! To  this,  add  the  value  of  labor,  of  individual  talent, 
skill  and  enterprise,  and  of  private  character,  which,  but  for 
this  cause,  would  go  to  the  public  benefit;  to  this,  add  the 
vagrancy,  the  pauperism,  and  the  other  kindred  vices  to  which 
these  alwa3^s  lead;  add  the  crime,  the  fees  of  witnesses,  jurors, 
sheriffs  and  jails,  the  lawyers’  fees  and  physicians’  bills ; and  I 
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hazard  nothing  in  saying  that  $10,000,000  would  not  cover  the 
bill.  But  these  figures,  appalliug  as  they  are,  would  appear  to 
be  a mere  trifle  when  we  estimate  the  death,  widowhood  and 
orphanage,  the  beggary  and  destitution,  the  hardship,  suffer- 
ing, degradation  and  ultimate  ruin,  which  these  establishments, 
acting  upon  the  thoughtless  susceptibilities  of  young  men, 
often  bring  upon  the  beautiful  and  the  innocent.  Manjr  years 
ago,  when  this  traffic  was  in  its  infancy,  some  feeble  and  tran- 
sient efforts  were  made  to  check  its  headlong  and  devastating 
career  in  Mississippi.  But  such  efforts  were  never  earnest  or 
persistent.  The  laws  enacted  were  never  enforced,  and,  one 
after  another  they  were  repealed,  so  that  now  there  is  practi- 
cally, no  restraint  or  limitation  to  any  person,  or  number  of 
persons,  willing  and  able  to  pay  the  price,  setting  up  such  es- 
tablishments conspicuously  in  the  most  popular  and  inappro- 
priate places,  in  town  or  country,  throughout  the  State.  And 
it  is  to  these  alluring  and  fascinating  institutions  of  the  law, 
that  the  State  and  her  people  are  immediately  indebted,  accord- 
ing to  the  testimony  of  the  witnesses  in  court,  for  nine-tenths 
of  the  cases  of  violence  and  bloodshed  which  hrve  come 
before  the  courts  of  Mississippi  during  the  past  year. 

Nor  are  the  dealers  in  any  respect  necessarily  culpable  or 
deserving  of  rebuke  by  the  civil  authorities.  They  are,  in 
many  instances,  respectable  citizens,  pay  their  money,  keep 
what  are  called  “ orderly  houses,”  and  in  every  respect  com- 
ply with  the  statute  in  such  cases  made  and  provided. 

Who,  then,  is  to  blame?  I answer  that,  for  the  past,  that 
question  is  entirely  immaterial.  But,  for  the  future,  the  con- 
tinuance of  this  system  and  all  its  consequences  of  crime,  of 
wretchedness  and  of  public  and  private  ruin,  if  no  effort  shall 
be  made  to  arrest  if,  the  responsibility  will  rest  upon  those  of 
us  who  have  been  intrusted  with  the  making,  adjudication  and 
enforcement  of  the  laws. 

I have  named  but  two  of  the  most  efficient  agents  for  the 
manufacture  of  crimes  and  criminals.  Others  might  be  pointed 
out.  But  I proceed  now  to  refer  to  some  palpable  defects  in 
the  Criminal  Procedure  of  the  courts,  which,  in  my  judgment, 
operate  to  embarrass,  hinder,  and  defeat  the  administration  of 
justice;  and  in  which  some  salutary  reforms  may  be  made  by 
the  Legislature,  by  giving  to  the  courts  the  means  of  reaching 
substantial  justice  in  clear  cases  of  guilt,  instead  of  acquitting 
the  accused,  merely  because  some  unimportant  technical  form 
has  not  been  observed  by  the  grand  jury,  or  by  the  prosecuting 
attorney  -at  the  trial.  For  example,  it  not  unfrequently  hap- 
pens in  trials  in  inferior  courts,  or  on  revision  in  the  Supreme 
Court,  that  a failure  to  make  formal  proof  that  the  offense 
described  in  the  indictment  and  by  the  witnesses,  was  com- 
mitted in  the  county  named  in  the  indictment;  or  that  the 
money  or  property  stolen  was  of  some  definite  value ; or  that 
it  belonged  to  some  specific  owner , results  in  an  acquittal  or  a 
reversal  of  the  conviction.  In  other  cases,  mere  formal  defects 
in  the  indictment  or  other  proceedings  in  the  inferior  court, 
not  relating  in  any  degree  to  the  substantial  merits  of  the 
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case,  and  which  might  properly  be  amended  before  the  trial, 
are  overlooked,  or  not  understood  byr  the  prosecuting  counsel 
till  after  conviction,  and  then  made  the  ground  for  setting 
aside  or  reversing  a verdict  of  guilty. 

These  and  all  similar  omissions  of  duty  by  District  Attor- 
neys, are  conclusive  evidence  of  corruption,  or,  what  is  worse, 
of  incompetency,  and  should  be  followed  in  all  cases  by  imme- 
diate removal  from  office.  And,  in  addition  to  this,  there 
would  seem  to  be  no  reasonable  objection  to  requiring  that, 
when  proof  of  substantial  guilt  shall  have  been  fully  estab- 
lished, aud  no  question  upon  formal  defects  has  been  asked  by 
the  defense,  the  presumption  shall  be  indulged  that  the  venue 
value , or  ownership  alleged  in  the  indictment  is  the  true  venue 
or  the  true  value  or  ownership.  In  other  words,  that  the 
technical  question  shall  be  raised  at  the  trial , and  before  the 
jury  retire,  and  while  the  witnesses  are  present,  or  not  at  all. 

Another  difficulty7  in  the  way  of  the  efficient  administration 
of  justice  arises  from  the  too  great  facility  with  which  respect- 
able men  escape  from  performing  jury7  duty  on  account  of  pri- 
vate business,  pressing  engagements,  etc.,  whereby  professional 
jurors,  'who  have  nothing  to  do,  are  empaneled  in  numbers  en- 
tirely too  large,  and  in  cases  entirely  too  frequent  to  comport 
with  an  efficient  performance  of  this  extremely  important  ser- 
vice to  the  State.  It  may  be  safely  assumed  that  a man  who 
has  no  “important  private  business,”  or  “pressing  engage- 
ments,” is  unfit  for  a juror.  The  juries  should,  as  far  as  prac- 
ticable, be  made  up  of  men  who  suffer  serious  inconvenience  at 
home  and  about  their  private  affairs  by  being  compelled  to  at- 
tend. And  especially  should  theyT  be  composed  of  persons  who 
have  no  cases  of  their  own  similar  to  those  which  they  are 
called  to  try. 

Again,  the  State  suffers  greatly'  in  her  efforts  to  enforce  the 
laws  in  the  practice  respecting  bail  bonds  and  recognizances. 
I believe  that  in  a majority  of  cases  the  sureties  taken  in  such 
cases,  throughout  the  whole  State,  are,  and  always  were, 
wholly  insufficient  for  the  collection  of  the  penalty  in  case  of 
a breach.  It  may  be  difficult  to  reach  this  so  as  to  affect  a cure 
by  legislation.  But  there  is  an  improvement  which  may  wrell 
be  adopted,  and  that  is  to  give  to  every  signature  and  seal  on  a 
bail  bond,  and  to  every  appearance  and  entrance  into  a recog- 
nizance, the  effect  which  is  now  given  to  the  service  of  a scire 
facias  on  a judgment  nisi,  and  make  the  act  of  becoming  surety 
in  such  cases  operate,  of  itself,  so  as  to  bring  the  parties  all 
into  court  at  the  first  term,  or  at  the- term,  at  which  the  princi- 
pal is  bound  to  appear,  so  that  if  default  shall  occur  and  no 
excuse  be  made  for  such  default,  a final  judgment  may  be  taken,, 
and  execution  issued  against  principal  and  sureties,  together 
with  an  alias  capias  for  the  accused,  and  the  same  sureties 
not  again  received.  Under  the  present  system  no  final  judg- 
ment against  any  of  the  parties  can  be  taken  until  the  next,  or 
some  subsequent  term,  and  practically  is  seldom  ever  taken  at 
all,  or  if  taken,  the  money  for  the  penalty  is  never  collected. 
Among  the  multitudes  of  defaults  in  appearance,  even  lawyers 
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of  the  largest  experience  have  seldom,  if  ever,  known  the  pen- 
alty of  a bond  or  recognizance  to  be  paid  by  either  principal  or 
surety. 

While  claiming,  on  the  part  of  the  State,  the  utmost  facilities 
for  executing  justice,  and  preventing  crime,  I would  not  forget 
any  of  the  just  or  legal  rights,  or  privileges,  of  the  accused. 
They  should  be  accompanied,  at  every  stage  of  the  prosecution 
against  them,  bv  the  legal  presumption  of  innocence,  until 
they  shall  be  fairly  adjudged  guilty  by  a jury  of  the  country. 
Whenever  the  accused,  in  any  case,  shall  be  found  unable  to 
employ  counsel,  the  law  makes  it  the  duty  of  the  court  to 
assign  counsel  for  his  defense.  This  is  a service  which  no 
lawyer  has  aright  to  refuse;  because  attorneys  are  the  officers 
of  the  court,  and  are  properly  compelled  to  submit  to  its  direc- 
tion. But  I submit  that,  in  all  such  cases,  the  counsel  assigned 
should  receive  some  reasonable  compensation,  to  be  fixed, 
within  prescribed  limits,  by  the  court  in  which  the  service  is  to 
be  rendered. 

The  compilation  of  the  Criminal  Decisions  of  the  Appellate 
Courts  of  this  State,  provided  for  by  an  act  of  the  Legislature  of 
1854,  and  also,  by  an  act  of  1870,  has  been  completed,  and  is 
now  passing  through  the  press  in  New  York,  and  is  expected 
to  be  ready  for  delivery  about  the  1st  of  February  next.  It  will 
be  contained  in  two  octavo  volumes,  of  probably  nine  hundred 
pages  each,  with  Notes  and  Citations  of  English  and  American 
authorities;  and  also  an  Appendix*  of  Precedents  for  both 
Pleadings  and  Entries  in  criminal  practice. 

The  adoption  of  a new  Constitution,  with  almost  an  entirely 
new  body  of  laws;  the  transition  of  the  State  from  a military 
to  a civil  government;  the  appointment  and  removal  of  elective 
officers;  the  business  of  the  State  Board  of  Ediuation ; the  effort 
to  put  into  practical  operation  new  principles  and  new  theories 
of  government ; the  inexperience  of  many  officers  and  agents 
of  the  State,  etc.,  have  been  fruitful  of  complications,  and  of 
novel,  delicate  and  difficult  questions,  some  of  which  have 
almost  every  day,  and  in  great  numbers,  been  referred  to  thi^ 
office  for  adjustment  and  solution.  The  performance  of  these 
duties,  and  those  devolving  on  me  in  the  Supreme  Court,  includ- 
ing the  preparation  and  publication  of  its  decisions,  have  given 
me,  and  my  faithful  and  accomplished  student,  Mr.  Win.  T. 
Deason,  an  amount  of  labor  for  which  we  were,  at  first,  but 
poorly  prepared.  But  having,  at  all  times,  met  with  kindly 
forbearance  and  courtesy  from  the  officers  of  the  State,  and 
from  members  of  the  legal  profession,  we  are  gradually  becom- 
ing less  unequal  to  our  respective  duties;  and,  more  than  ever 
determined  upon  their  faithful  and  impartial  performance. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  S.  MORRIS, 

Attorney  General. 


A— fi 


A TvTNTT  A T , REPORT' 

OF  THE 

BOARD  OF  TRUSTEES  AND  SUPERINTENDENT 

OF  THE 

STATE  HOSPITAL,  NATCHEZ. 

O 


Office  of  the  Board  of  Trustees,  j 
of  tiie  State  Hospital,  Natchez, 
Natchez,  Miss.,  Jan.  1,  1872.  \ 

To  His  Excellency,  It.  C.  Powers, 

Governor  of  the  State  of  Mississippi  : 

Governor — Since  our  last  annual  report,  of  January  1, 1871, 
of  the  condition  and  wants  of  the  State  Hospital,  at  Natchez, 
no  decided  action  has  been  had  by  the  State  Legislature 
towards  placing  this  Institution  upon  a more  enduring  basis 
than  at  first.  By  the  report  above  referred  to,  the  true  con- 
dition of  the  Hospital  building  was  fully  set  forth.  It  re- 
quires enlarging  and  repairs  to  adapt  it  to  the  present  and 
growing  wants  of  this  portion  of  the  State.  The  experience 
of  the  past  year  fully  confirms  the  statements  then  made  with 
reference  to  both  the  State  Hospital  and  the  United  States’ 
Marine  Hospital  building  now  occupied. 

The  location  of  the  State  Hospital  is  favorable.  Situated 
in  the  midst  of  a lot  of  about  seven  and  a third  acres,  fronting- 
on  St.  Catharine  street,  city  of  Natchez,  and  quite  central,  and 
in  an  elevated  and  airy  position. 

In  consequence  of  an  increase  of  patients,  it  was  found 
necessary  to  look  tor  and  obtain  more  extensive  quarters.  Nego- 
tiations were  accordingly  entered  into  with  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  of  the  United  States  for  the  use  of  the  Marine 
Hospital  building;  a lease  of  which  was  obtained  for  two 
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years  from  August,  1870.  The  capacity  of  this  edifice  is  am- 
ple, and  could  accomodate  three  hundred  patients,  and  is  well 
arranged  for  the  purpose  for  which  it  was  designed;  with 
about  twelve  acres  of  ground  around  it  for  garden  and  other 
purposes.  Negotiations  are  now  pending  for  a renewal  of  the 
lease  for  another  period  of  two  years.  As  no  fixed  sum  of 
money  is  paid  for  the  use  of  this  edifice,  it  is  regarded  as  ad- 
vantageous to  the  interests  of  the  State;  having  been  leased  by 
the  Trustees  upon  the  conditions  that  they  care  for  such  ma- 
rine patients  as  are  thrown  upon  the  Institution  for  medical 
treatment,  numbering  the  past  year,  three.  Negotiations  were* 
also  entered  into  for  the  purchase  of  said  edifice  with  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States.  The  price  and  terms 
have  been  given,  and  a full  report  of  the  same  was  made  by  the 
Trustees,  on  January  1,  1871,  to  which  your  attention  is  re- 
spectfully called.  The  purchase  of  this  property  on  the  part 
of  the  State,  would  result  advantageously,  when  we  look  to  the 
original  cost  to  the  Government  of  the  United  States,  and  con- 
sider its  present  worth  and  advantages;  built  as  it  is  of  bricks 
laid  in  cement,  about  one  hundred  feet  square,  three  stories 
high,  with  basement  and  observatory.  Five  thousand  dollars 
would  be  required  for  repairs,  and  additions  in  the  basement, 
for  cells  and  other  quarters  for  the  better  protection  of  the  in- 
curable insane  from  harm  to  themselves  and  others;  and  to 
make  the  building  every  way  adapted  to  the  mixed  company 
now  in  the  keeping  of  the  Medical  Superintendent  of  said  In- 
stitution, whose  report  is  already  before  you. 

The  old  Hospital  building,  although  unoccnpied  for  a time, 
was  made  useful  the  past  year.  Indeed,  indispensable  during 
the  prevalence  of  the  yellow  fever.  The  poor  mendicant,  the 
wayfarer  and  the  citizen,  received  alike,  the  same  medical  care 
and  nursing  until  convalescent,  or  if  otherwise  decreed,  “were 
in  their  narrow  cells  forever  laid.”  This  affliction  upon  the 
city  of  Natchez  and  vicinity,  was  greatly  relieved  by  the  timely 
opening  of  Hospital  No.  2,  and  the  kind  manner  in  which  the 
patients  were  cared  for;  many  have  occasion  to  long  remember 
the  benefits  and  kindness  of  this  humane  institution;  until  the 
epidemic  terminated.  Open  as  is  the  main  Hospital,  at  all 
times  to  do  good  to  the  afflicted  of  our  own  State,  and  the 
stranger  who  per  chance  may  come  among  us.  We  cannot, 
however,  let  this  opportunity  pass  without  some  expression  of 
our  conviction,  that  under  other  circumstances  and  surround- 
ings, a greater  amount  of  good  results  would  have  been 
achieved  with  the  same  or  less  expense  and  labor,  and  fargreaier 
satisfaction  to  the  Trustees. 

The  past  year  has  been  one  of  universal  health,  with  the  ex- 
ception of  the  three  months  of  epidemic  fever,  causing  an  extra 
outlay  for  furniture,  supplies  and  medicine,  medical  attendance 
and  nurses.  The  furniture  and  bedding  being  required  for 
present  and  future  use,  still  has  its  value.  It  is  proper  to  state, 
that  as  there  was  no  appropriation  for  furniture  on  the  opening 
of  the  institution,  in  July,  1870,  and  as  the  small  amount  of 


84 


furniture  found  in  the  Hospital  at  that  time,  was  condemned 
as  worthless;  since  which  time,  there  has  been  a constant  drain 
upon  the  Treasury  for  the  purpose  to  supply  the  gradually  in- 
creasing wants  of  the  Institution ; besides  the  loss,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  depreciation  of  the  certificates  of  indebtedness 
and  warrants  received  from  the  Auditor  of  State,  has  contribu- 
ted not  a little  in  reducing  the  sum  appropriated  b}^  the  Legis- 
lature for  Hospital  use;  and  yet,  a balance  of  eighty-one  dollars 
and  eleven  cents  remains  in  the  Treasury,  as  shown  by  the 
Treasurer’s  report  at  the  close  of  the  fiscal  year. 

It  is  earnestly  recommended  that  the  present  law,  by  which 
this  Institution  is  governed,  be  amended,  placing  more  power 
in  the  hands  of  the  Trustees,  as  such.  This,  if  done,  will  save 
to  the  Treasury  two  or  more  thousand  dollars  annually;  and  its 
management  and  general  control,'  it  is  thought,  will  be  estab- 
lished upon  a more  harmonious  and  uniform  basis. 

The  application  made  at  the  last  session  of  the  Legislature, 
was  at  the  time,  believed  to  be  sufficient  to  maintain  the  Insti- 
tution until  some  action  was  had  by  the  Legislature  to  supply 
its  wants,  and  would  have  done  so,  but  for  the  many  reasons 
above  set  forth.  As  matters  now  stand,  we  find  ourselves  with- 
out means  to  pay  a portion  of  the  bills  for  supplies  for  the 
mouth  of  December,  1871,  amounting  to  about  one  thousand 
dollars. 

The  inventory  of  the  property  purchased,  also  the  inventory 
of  the  furniture,  bedding  and  fixtures  on  hand,  and  all  bills  and 
vouchers  of  every  kind,  are  on  file  in  the  office  of  the  Board  of 
Trustees,  and  are  open  to  the  inspection  of  j^our  Excellenc}", 
or  any  Committee  the  Legislature  may  appoint,  or  your  Ex- 
cellency may  designate  for  that  purpose. 

All  of  which  is  respectful^  submitted, 


To  His  Excellency , B.  C.  Powers , Governor: 

Dear  Sir — In  compliance  ^ith  your  request,  I have  the 
honor  to  make  the  following  report,  to-wit: 

I have  treated  four  hundred  and  forty-two  cases  of  every 
description  of  diseases. 

Number  of  cases  discharged 360 

Number  died 22 

Number  remaining  under  treatment 60 


L.  D.  Allen,  Secretary  Board  of  Trustees. 


State  Hospital,  Natchez,  Miss.,  Dec.  27,  1871. 


You  will  perceive  the  mortality  is  ATery  large,  though  when 
you  take  into  consideration  the  class  of  patients  we  have  had, 
you  will  not  be  astonished  at  the  result;  we  have  thirty-five  old 
chronic  cases  sent  us  from  Vicksburg,  that  were  pronounced 
incurable  nearly  three  years  ago,  and  furthermore,  we  have  just 
passed  through  a siege  of  }^ellow  fever  which  caused  us  to 
lose  a number  of  cases.  Taking  everything  under  considera- 
tion, I think  we  have  done  well. 

I would  give  you  a statement  of  our  financial  condition,  but 
General  E.  J.  Castello  will  give  you  a full  statement. 

Very  respectfully,  yours, 

W.  M.  DEASON, 

M edical  Super  in  ten  d en  t. 

To  His  Excellency , P.  C.  Powers , 

Governor  of  State  o f Mississ ipp i : 

Sir — I transmit  herewith  my  annual  report  as  Treasurer  of 
the  Natchez  State  Hospital,  for  the  year  ending  December 

31,  1871. 

The  report  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  being  so  full,  and  ex- 
plaining in  detail,  everything  connected  with  the  interests  and 
workings  of  the  institution,  there  is  but  little  room  left  for  me 
to  occupy,  and  therefore,  but  little  necessity  exists  for  me  to 
do  so. 

The  Act  of  the  Legislature  establishing  a State  Hospital  at 
Natchez,  Miss.,  I regard  as  one  of  the  most  praiseworthy  acts 
of  that  body,  and  one  that  has,  and  will  be,  beneficial  in  its  re- 
sults. It  is  indeed  a matter  of  great  encouragement  to  be  able 
to  trace  these  indications  of  a wise  and  humane  spirit  which  has 
actuated  the  Legislature,  since  the  reconstruction  of  the  State, 
in  making  liberal  appropriations  and  bestowing  that  needful 
care  for  carrying  forward  the  noble  work  of  ameliorating  the 
condition  of  these  dependent  claimants  upon  sympathy  and 
bounty. 

The  appropriations  made  at  the  last  session  of  the  Legisla- 
ture, were  at  the  time,  believed  sufficient  to  maintain  the  Insti- 
tution until  the  1st  of  January,  1872,  and  it  would  have  done 
so,  but  for  the  depreciation  of  State  warrants;  this  deprecia- 
tion reduced  our  fund  to  such  a degree  that  we  were  not  able  to 
pay  more  than  the  bills  that  fell  due  on  the  1st  of  December, 
1871.  Consequent^,  there  will  be  a deficit  for  the  current 
expenses  for  the  month  of  December,  amounting,  in  the 
aggregate,  to  about  one  thousand  dollars  ($1,000). 

The  utmost  economy  hss  been  observed,  and  not  being  re- 
sponsible for  the  depreciation  of  warrants,  could  not  anticipate 
or  prevent  the  result. 

E.  J.  CASTELLO, 

Treasurer  of  Board  Trustees. 


E.  J.  COSTELLO,  TREASURER  OE  STATE  HOSPITAL  AT  NATCHEZ.  MISSISSIPPI. 
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ANNUAL  REPORT 


OF  THE 


BOARD  OF  TRUSTEES, 

OF  THE 


MISSISSIPPI  STATE  HOSPITAL. 


AT  VICKSBURG. 


Vicksburg  Mississippi,  ) 
December  21,  1871.  \ 

To  His  Excellency , Governor  B.  C.  Power  : 

Sir — We  have  the  honor  to  herewith  .transmit  the  satisfac 
tory  Annual  Report  of  the  worthy  and  efficient  Superintenden  ' 
of  the  State  Hospital  at  Vicksburg. 

Dr.  J.  Hicks  has  discharged  his  varied  and  laborious  duties 
to  the  entire  satisfaction  of  this  Board.  We  have  nothing  to 
add  to  this  Report,  except  to  represent  to  your  Excellency 
that  the  Hospital  is  in  debt,  and  that  we  respectfully  request 
that  you  recommend  to  the  Legislature  the  passage  of  a bill 
for  the  relief  of  the  Hospital. 

Very  respectfully  snbmitted, 

MARTIN  KEARY,  President 
W.  P.  CREECY, 

A.  H.  ARTHUR, 

TIIOS.  W.  STRINGER, 

Trustees. 


ANNUAL  REPORT 


OF  THE 

Medical  Superintendent 


OF  THE 

MISSISSIPPI  STATE  HOSPITAL, 

AT  VICKSBURG. 


To  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  Mississippi 

State  Hospital , Vicksburg : 

Gentlemen— -It  is  my  pleasant  duty  to  submit  herewith  my 
Annual  Report  of  the  workings  of  this  institution,  for  the 
year  ending  December  1,  1871.  It  is  a pleasure  for  one  to 
refer  you  to  the  records  of  the  Hospital  since  your  connection 
with  the  institution  ; for  assisted  by  your  extensive  experience 
and  generons  desire  to  make  the  Hospital  a noble  charity,  that 
the  State  might  well  be  proud  of,  I feel  that  we  have  set  forth 
mutual  gratification. 

Thefield  in  which  we  labor,  is  a very  extensive  orne;  the 
proudest  laurels  are  yet  to  be  won.  Charity,  with  enegy  and 
industry,  will  yet  crown  the  perfect  work.  I was  commissioned 
by  His  Excellency,  Governor  James  L.  Alcorn,  Hospital  Phy- 
sician to  the  City  Hospital,  Vicksburg,  May  3,  1870,  and 
entered  at  once  upon  the  discharge  of  the  duties  of  the  office, 
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relieving  Dr.  A.  A.  Yeomans,  Assistant  Surgeon,  United  States 
Army,  who  had  been  visiting  Physician  to  the  Hospital  since 
July  1,  1869. 

At  the  close  of  the  war,  the  Hospital  building,  grounds, 
furniture,  and  everything  pertaining  to  the  Hospital,  was  in  a 
most  dilapidated  and  neglected  condition.  The  Mayor  and 
Board  of  Aldermen  of  the  city  of  Vicksburg,  in  1865,  appro- 
priated liberally  for  repairing  and  refurnishing  the  Hospital, 
and  assisted  very  maternally  by  Dr.  D.  W.  Booth,  the  Physi- 
cian in  Charge,  it  was  soon  in  very  good  condition. 

The  constantly  increasing  demand  upon  the  charity  of  an 
institution  that  every  citizen  of  Vicksburg  justly  felt  a pride 
in ; the  transferring  by  the  new  Constitution  of  tire  State,  all 
liquor  and  bar-room  license  tax  (a  source  from  which  the 
Hospital  had  obtained  support),  to  the  general  school  fund  of 
the  State,  the  crowded  condition  of  the  Mississippi  State 
Lunatic  Asylum*  by  harmless,  chronic,  and  incurable  lunatics, 
the  clamorous  demand  for  admission  into  the  asylum,  by  the 
friends  of  persons  confined  in  county  jails  and  workhouses 
throughout  £ne  State;  and  the  fact  that  but  one  out  of  every 
twentieth  patient  admitted  into  the  Hospital  was  from  the 
city  of  Vicksburg  proper,  were  the  prime  motives  that  actua- 
ted the  Board  of  Aldermen  of  the  city  of  Vicksburg,  to  tender 
to  the  State  the  Hospital  building,  grounds,  and  furniture  free 
of  charge,  for  twenty-five  years,  which  offer  was  accepted  by 
the  State.  Act  approved  March  18,  1871. 

The  transfer  of  the  Hospital  to  the  State,  is  one  of  gratula- 
tion,  since  the  provision  made  by  the  Legislature  for  its  sup- 
port, authorizes  the  throwing  wide  open  the  portals  of  the  in- 
stitution to  all  who  are  sick  and  suffering  and  requiring  the 
attention  of  the  officers  thereof. 

My  commission,  as  Medical  Superintendent  of  the  State 
Hospital,  Vicksburg,  dates  March  18,  1871.  Since  that  time, 
I have  received  from  Dr.  Compton,  Medical  Superintendent  of 
the  Mississippi  State  Lunatic  Asylum,  Jackson,  thirty-eight 
patients,  the  majority  of  whom  are  chronic,  incurable,  harmless 
lunatics,  who  were  occupying  the  room  of  the  Asylum,  and 
retarding  the  admission  of  acute  cases,  who,  if  admitted  whilst 
in  the  acute  stage,  might  have  been  cured  and  restored  to  use- 
fulness. 

Of  the  thirty-eight  patients  received  from  the  Asylum,  two 
have  died — one  from  general  paralysis,  the  other  from  an 
attack  of  epilepsy.  The  health  of  the  remaining  number  is 
generally  good. 

The  tabular  list  herein  enclosed,  shows  that  I have  received 
and  treated,  in  the  Hospital,  for  the  year  ending  December  1, 
1871,  seventeen  hundred  and  twenty-three  patients. 

The  Legislature  appropriated  twenty-five  thousand  dollars 
(Act  approved  April  21,  1871),  for  the  support  of  the  Hospital 
for  one  year  from  date.  The  strictest  economy  has  been  exer- 
cised in  every  department;  nevertheless,  we  are  in  debt.  The 
pay  of  the  officers  and  employees  has  been  reduced  to  the 
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lowest  figure,  amounting  in  the  aggregate  to  an  unprecedentedly 
low  figure.  The  quarter  ending  December  18,  1871,  will  find 
the  indebtedness  of  the  Hospital  amounting  in  the  aggregate, 
to  about  five  thousand  dollars.  I,  therefore,  respectfully  re- 
quest the  Board  of  Trustees  to  represent  to  His  Excellency, 
Governor  R.  C.  Powers,  our  present  indebtedness,  and  obtain 
such  bill  of  relief  as  the  Legislature,  in  its  wisdom,  may  see  fit 
to  grant. 

Since  my  association  with  the  institution,  the  capacity  of  the 
Hospital  has  been  increased  from  seventy-six  to  one  hundred 
and  fourteen  beds;  and  yet  we  have  not  room  sufficient  to  ac- 
commodate the  constant  demand  of  applicants  for  admission. 

In  conclusion,  allow  me  to  express  my  thanks  to  the  officers 
and  employees  for  the  uniform  courtesy  exhibited  in  their  de- 
portment, and  prompt  attention  to  their  respective  duties. 

To  the  Board  of  Trustees  I am  under  many  obligations  for 
the  cordial  and  earnest  support  they  have  rendered  me  in  the 
discharge  of  duties,  along  the  path  of  which  roses  are  not 
strewn;  but  want,  misery,  and  suffering  are  constant  compan- 
ions. 

I remain,  very  respectfully, 

Your  ob’t  serv’t, 

JNO.  R.  HICKS,  M.  D., 

Medical  Superintendent. 

Vicksburg,  Miss.,  Dec.  10,  1871. 

ANNUAL  STATEMENT 

Of  the  Medical  Superintendent  of  the  State  Hospital  at  Vicks- 
burg, Jfiss.,  for  the  year  ending  December  1,  1871. 


Number  of  patients  remaining  in  Hospital) 

December  1,  1870 ) 

Number  admitted  during  the  year.  . . 

125 

1,598 

Total 

1,723 

Number  discharged  during  the  vear 

1,474 

152 

Number  died  during  the  year 

Total 

1,626 

97 

Number  remaining  in  Hospital  Dec.  1,  1871. 

REMARKS. 

Causes  of  Death. — Remittent  Fever,  10;  Typhoid  Fever,  5; 
Congestive  Fever,  5;  Yellow  Fever,  10 : Chronic  Diarrhea,  19; 
Chronic  Dysentery,  6;  Debility  from  Miasmatic  disease,  8; 
Cerebo-spinal  Meningitis,  2;  Insanit}r,  3;  Epilepsy,  2;  Paralysis, 
1;  Pneumonia,  10;  Phthisis  Pulmonalis,  9;  Tabes  Mescenterica, 
1;  Hemorrhage  of  Lungs,  2;  Dilerium  Tremens,  1:  Tertiary 
syphilis,  2;  Peritonetis,  1;  Chronic  Hepatitis,  1;  Gastroenter- 
itis, 1;  Hepatic  Abscess,  2;  Dropsy  from  hepatic  disease,  3; 
Dropsy  from  Venal  disease,  3;  Dropsy  from  heart  disease,  2; 
Valvular  disease  of  heart,  4;  Burns,  2;  Gangrena,  1;  Pjmemia, 
4;  Incised  wounds,  1;  Contused  wounds,  2;  Gun-shot  wounds, 
1;  Tetanus,  1;  Old  age,  2;  In  articulo  mortis,  25. — Total,  152. 
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FINANCIAL  REPORT 

Of  T.  JV.  STRINGER,  Treasure r of  the  State  Hospital,  at 
Vicksburg,  Miss.,  for  moneys  received  and  expended,  from 
April  1,  1871,  to* December  1,  1871. 

1871.  " Dr. 


Amount  of  State  Warrants  Received  by  Treasurer.  .$18,750  00 


1871. 

Cr. 

FOR  WHAT  PURPOSE 

AMOUNT 

TO  WHOM  PAID. 

EXPENDED. 

EXPENDED. 

Creecy  & Harrison 

Brugs  and  Medicines .... 

$ 421  95 

Buckingham  & Co 

Repairs  on  col’d  ward. . . . 

333  00 

F.  Farfield 

Transportation  of  sick . . . 
Rep’s  on  Hospital  roof.  . . 

19  00 

Keegan  & Co.,  pr.  Butts . 

202  71 

Cramer,  Hume  & Co.  . . . 

Clothing  for  lunatics .... 

39  30 

W.  P.  Creecy 

Expe’s  to  Jackson,  official 

15  00 

Henry  Phalan 

Transportation  of  sick.  . . 

4 00 

Edelmann  & Burner.  . . . 

Wine  and  Liquor 

142  50 

W.H.  Woodruff  & Co.  . . 

Stationery 

7 00 

Charles  Wheeler 

Transportation  of  sick.  . . 
Employee’s  pay,  April.  . . 

5 00 

Medical  Superintendent . 

571  00 

J.  Warrell 

Forage 

15  48 

Lee  Richardson  & Co . . . 

Crockery  and  Cutleiy . . . . 

80  15 

L.  Baker 

Transportation  of  sick.  . . 

2 50 

A.  Newton 

Transportation  of  sick.  . . 

4 00 

John  Horrigan 

Transportation  of  sick.  . . 

6 00 

D.  A.  Shull 

One  Cow 

50  00 

C.  W.  Bush 

Transportation  of  sick.  . . 

8 00 

John  Heard 

One  iron  window 

23  50 

John  Harris 

Transportation  of  sick . . . 

3 00 

Lamkin  & Eggleston. . . . 

Grocery  account 

24  10 

B.  Strieker 

Beef 

40  60 

James  Cliisum 

Wood 

48  00 

V.  & M.  Railroad 

Trans,  lunatics  to  Jackson 

9 00 

F.  Loyd 

Beef 

200  70 

Mary  Locke 

Bread 

171  49 

Stanton  & McKenna. . . . 

Building  privy 

150  00 

Hans  Aigner,pr.Harrison 

Nurse,  ward  E.  

21  00 

Jno  O’Conner,  “ 

Waiter,  diningroom 

21  00 

John  Heard,  “ 

Carpenter  work 

15  00 

Pat.McGlinn,  “ 

Ed  manri  A Burner.  . . . 

Ward  Master 

35  00 

Wines  and  Liquors 

116  00 

Medical  Superintendent. 

Pay  roll  for  May,  1871 ..  . 

510  00 
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FINANCIAL  REPORT— Continued. 


1871. 


Cr. 


TO  WHOM  PAID. 


Gray  & Birchett.  . 

John  A.  Peale.  . . . 

J.  H.  Gray 

O.  Castello,  pr.  Harrison 

Hardaway  & Co 

F.  Loyd 

Maiy  Locke 

Meader  Bros 

Buckingham  & Co 

John  Daily 

V.  & M.  Railroad 

Morris  Norris 

Medical  Superintendent. 

J.  Q.  Arnold 

L.  Baker 

V.  & M.  Railroad 

Mary  Locke 

E.  II.  Porter  & Co 

Cramer,  Hume  & Co  ... 

F.  Loyd 

F.  Loyd 

E.  C.  Carroll 

Lamkin  & Eggleston,  pr. 

G.  M.  Allen 

Ring  <fe  Muller 

Mary  Locke 

Meader  Bros 

James  Chisum 

E.  S.  Butts 

J.  A.  Peale 

J.  J.  Cowan  & Co 

Creecy  & Harrison 

Medical  Superintendent . 
James  Chisum 

W.  H.  Smith 

Edelmann  & Durner. . . . 

F.  Loyd 

W.  P.  Creecy 

J.  A.  Peale 

J.  R.  Hicks 

Bazinsky  & Simmons.  . . 
Mary  Locke 


FOR  WHAT  PURPOSE 
EXPENDED. 


Hospital  stores 

Hospital  range 

Nurse  in  Hospital. . . . 
Gate-keeper  of  Hospital . .. 
Drugs  and  Medicines.  . . . 

Beef 

Bread 

Bedding  and  Cots 

Repairs  on  door 

Whitewashing 

Tran’s  lunatics  to  Jackson 
Transportation  of  sick.  . . 
Pay-roll,  June  and  July*  * 

Buiying  paupers 

Transportation  of  sick.  . . 
Tran’s  lunatics  to  Jackson 

Bread 

Bed-spreads 

Clothing  for  lunatics. . . . 

Beef. 

Beef. 

Transportation  of  sick.  . 


Grocery  account 

Grocery  account 

Bread 

Bedding  and  Cots 

Wood 

Accounts  bought 

Balance  on  range 

Grocery  account 

Drugs  and  Medicines.  . . . 
Part  pay-roll  for  August. 

Wood 

Grocery  account 

Wines  and  Liquors 

Beef 

Flack  hire 

Wood-saw 

Wood 

Grocery  account 

Bread 


AMOUNT 

EXPENDED. 


$ 136  00 

140  00 
6 00 
12  00 
100  35 
119  30 
126  75 
262  00 
1 00 
25  00 
12  00 
6 00 
1,129  80 
216  00 
5 00 
9 00 
193  20 
19  50 
18  90 
208  80 
119  29 
2 00 

185  27 
367  28 
99  08 
360  00 
90  00 
778  43 
150  00 
238  59 
422  12 
200  00 
78  00 
322  57 
118  28 
563  48 
18  00 
1 50 
24  91 
222  24 
487  20 
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FINANCIAL  REPORT — Continued. 


1871. 

Cr. 

TO  WHOM  PAID. 

FOR  WHAT  PURPOSE 
EXPENDED. 

AMOUNT 

EXPENDED. 

V.  & M.  Railroad 

Lamkin  & Eggleston . . . 
Creecy  & Harrison,  pr. 
Butts 

Transportation  of  sick.  . . 
Grocery  account 

20  65 
238  57 

Drugs  and  Medicines.  . . . 

741  67 

J.  Q.  Arnold 

Burying  paupers 

200  00 

Medical  Superintendent . 
L.  Baker 

Bal.  pay-roll,  Aug.  & Sept. 
Transportation  of  dck.  . . 
Furniture 

918  50 
6 00 

Meader  Bros  . . 

122  00 

J.  Hornthal  & Co 

Grocery  account 

402  29 

Grav  & Birchett 

Drugs  and  Medicines.  . . . 
Nurse  in  Hospital 

193  00 

A.  M.  Glinn,  pr  Harrison 

22  50 

Total 

$ 13,875  00 

RECAPITULATION. 

Am’t  of  State  Warrants  received $18,750  00 


Ain’t  sold  to  Vicksburg  Bank,  1st  quarter 

ending  June  18,  1871,  at  69  cents.  .. . 6,250  00  $1,312  50 
Am’t  sold  to  Vicksburg  Bank,  2d  quarter 

end  ng  Sept.  18,  1871,  at  78  cents.  . . 6,250  00  4,875  00 

Am’t  soid  to  Vicksburg  Bank,  3d  quarter 

endilng  Dec.  18,  1871,  at  75  cents. . . . 6,250  00  4,687  50 


$18,750  00  $13,875  00 
I certify  that  this  Report  and  Financial  Return  is  correct, 
and  accompanied  by  corresponding  vouchers. 

THOS.  W.  STRINGER, 

Treasurer  State  Hospital. 

Vicksburg,  Miss.,  Dec.  24,  1871. 

We  certify  that  this  Report  corresponds  with  the  receipts  in 
the  Receipt  Book  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  State  Hospital,  Vicks- 
burg. F.  LUHRING,, 

Vicksburg,  Miss.,  Dec.  30,  1871.  R.  BARNETT  Jr. 


ANNUAL  EEPOET 

OF  THE 

BOARD  OF  TRUSTEES, 


OF  THE 

MISSISSIPPI  INSTITUTION 

FOR  THE 

DEAF  A N I ) DUMB. 

Institution  of  the  Deaf  and  Dumb,  ) 
Jackson,  Miss.,  December  26,  1871.  j 

To  His  Excellency , R.  C.  Powers , 

Governor  of  the  State  of  Mississippi : 

I have  the  honor  to  present  herewith  the  Annual  Report  of 
the  Board  of  Trustees  of  the  Institution  for  the  Deaf  and 
Dumb,  in  the  State  of  Mississippi. 

Very  respectfully,  yours, 

C.  A.  FOSTER, 
Secretary  of  Board. 

In  pursuance  of  law,  the  undersigned  Board  of  Trustees  of 
the  Institution  for  the  Deaf  and  Dumb,  in  the  State  of  Mis- 
sissippi, have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  as  their  report 
for  the  year  ending  December  31,  1871: 

In  the  events  of  the  past,  and  among  the  disasters  occa- 
sioned by  the  late  war,  may  be  mentioned  the  destruction  of 
the  former  Institution,  together  with  the  records  and  papers 
pertaining  to  it,  and  so  far  as  the  writer  is  informed,  nothing 
remains  from  which  to  obtain  official  data  of  its  former  his- 
tory and  condition;  the  present  report,  therefore,  will  repre- 
sent only  what  has  been  done  under  the  new  order  of  things, 
and  within  the  present  year. 

The  law  in  relation  to  the  Institution  forms  Chapter  42  of 
the  Revised  Code,  and  provides  in  brief,  as  follows : 

The  Board  of  Trustees  shall  consist  of  five  persons,  who 
shall  be  appointed  by  the  Governor,  by  and  with  the  advice 
and  consent  of  the  Senate.  The  Governor  shall  be  ex-officio 
President  of  said  Board.  Said  Trustees  shall  have  power  to 
purchase  or  erect  suitable  buildings  for  the  use  of  said  Insti- 
tution, appoint  a principal,  assistant  teachers,  fix  their  salaries, 
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regulate  the  terms  of  admission  of  pupils,  the  course  of  in- 
struction, the  learning  and  employment  at  useful  trades,  etc.; 
and  the  moneys  necessary  to  pay  for  the  erection  of  such  build- 
ings shall  be  drawn  upon  the  warrants  of  the  Auditor  of  Public 
Accounts,  to  the  amount  of  $50,000,  or  as  much  thereof  as  may 
be  necessary  for  said  purposes.  Said  Trustees  to  make  an 
annual  report  to  the  Governor,  setting  forth  their  official  acts, 
with  such  suggestions  as  they  may  deem  to  be  in  the  interest 
of  the  Institution. 

In  pursuance  of  these  provisions,  on  the  18th  day  of  May 
last,  His  Excellency,  Governor  Alcorn,  appointed  the  follow- 
ing named  gentlemen  as  a Board  of  Trustees  for  the  Institu- 
tion, viz:  Hon.  George  C.  McKee,  Hon.  E.  W.  Cabaniss,  Hon. 
C.  Caldwell,  Dr.  J.  L.  Carter,  and  Dr.  C.  A.  Foster.  On  the  20th 
of  the  same  month,  a meeting  of  the  Trustees  was  called  by 
order  of  the  Governor,  and  proceeded  to  an  organization  by 
the  election  of  Hon.  E.  W.  Cabaniss,  President  pro  tempore,  and 
Dr.  C.  A.  Foster  as  Secretary  and  Treasurer.  Dr.  Carter  having 
tendered  his  resignation,  Dr.  M.  S.  Craft  was  appointed  in  his 
stead. 

The  first  business  of  the  Board  being  the  selection  of  a suit- 
able location  for  the  Institution,  the  Secretary  was  instructed 
to  advertise  for  sealed  proposals  for  such  property,  either  in 
lands,  or  buildings,  or  both.  As  the  result  of  said  advertise- 
ment, some  thirty  or  more  pieces  of  property  were  offered  for 
sale,  consisting  of  property  in  Jackson,  Clinton,  Vicksburg, 
Natchez  and  other  places,  all  of  which  were  considered  by  the 
owners  as  desirable  and  suitable  for  the  purpose. 

The  Trustees,  upon  consultation,  and  regarding  this  as  one 
of  their  most  important  duties,  thought  it  the  best  policy  to 
examine  and  see  for  themselves.  Accordingly,  a committee  of 
three  of  the  members  was  appointed  to  visit  such  places  pro- 
posed as  the}7  might  deem  proper,  make  examinations  and  re- 
port results.  The  committee  visited  some  dozen  different 
places  in  Jackson  and  vicinity,  and  extended  their  visit  to 
Clinton  and  Vicksburg,  where  the}7  made  further  examinations. 

At  a subsequent  meeting  of  the  Board,  the  committee  pre- 
sented a report,  which,  in  view  of  the  importance  of  the  case 
we  submit  in  full,  as  follows: 

“ The  Committee  appointed  by  your  Honorable  Body,  at  a 
meeting  held  on  the  3d  instant,  with  instructions  to  visit  and 
examine  such  places  and  property  submitted  in  proposals  as 
might,  in  their  judgment,  be  deemed  suitable  for  the  designs 
and  purposes  of  your  Institution,  would  respectfully  report, 
that  in  the  discharge  of  these  duties,  they  have  visited  nearly 
all  the  places  named  in  said  proposals,  and  have  given  each  a 
thorough  and  impartial  examination.  In  the  interchange  of 
opinion,  your  committee  are  unanimous  in  approving  the  fol- 
lowing general  propositions  in  regard  to  the  location  of  said 
Institution : 

“Tst.  That  it  should  be  selected  with  special  reference  to  its 
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llealthfulness  of  character;  and,  as  far  as  it  is  possible,  its  free- 
dom from  miasmatic  and  epidemic  influences. 

“ 2d.  That  it  should  be  located  near  the  central  portion  of  the 
State,  affording,  as  far  as  may  be,  convenience  of  access  to  the 
people  of  the  State  generally. 

“ 3d.  That  it  should  be  within  the  limits  of  a city  or  town, 
thereby  giving  the  inmates  the  beneficial  influences  of  societ}', 
of  attending  church,  etc.;  as,  also,  affording  the  public  facili- 
ties for  occasional  visits  to  the  Institution. 

“ 4th.  That,  for  the  purpose  of  immediate  use,  it  would  be  pre- 
ferable to  purchase  than  to  build;  and  thus  meet  the  present 
demand,  and  secure  a material  reduction  of  expense.” 

“In  view  of  the  above  propositions,  t^e  Committee  have  more 
particularly  considered  proposals,  which,  in  their  opinion,  em- 
body these  ideas,  among  which  is  the  Marine  Hospital,  at 
Vicksburg;  the  property  of  Mrs.  Yerger,  Messrs.  Manship,  and 
Freeman,  of  Jackson,  each  of  which  has  been  carefully  and 
thoroughly  examined. 

“The  Committee  cannot,  in  this  report,  enter  into  all  the  mi- 
* nute  merits  of  these  several  places;  nor  is  it  necessary,  as  it  is 
believed  that  the  members  of  this  Board  are  already  more  or 
less  familiar  with  them.  A majority  of  your  Committee  are 
favorable  to  the  purchase  of  Mrs.  Yerger’ s property,  a detailed 
description  of  which  may  be  found  upon  pages  510,  511  and  512 
of  Senate  Journal  of  1870.  It  is  proper  to  state  in  this  place, 
that  the  authorized  agent  of  Mrs.  Yerger  has  modified  his  pro- 
posal, by  offering  said  property,  in  connection  with  a lot 
directly  west  of  it,  containing  three  or  four  acres,  for  the  sum 
of  $22,000,  payable  in  United  States  currency.  The  minority 
of  your  Committee  would  respectfully  recommend  the  purchase 
of  the  property  submitted  by  Mr.  J.  A.  Klein,  and  known  as 
the  ‘Marine  Hospital,’  at  Vicksburg. 

“Proposals  of  very  desirable  property,  in  the  city  of  Natchez, 
were  submitted  by  Rev.  Dr.  Stratton,  accompanied  with  infor- 
mation of  very  liberal  propositions  from  the  city  and  count}' 
authorities.  In  considering  said  proposals,  the  committee  fully 
appreciated  their  merits,  as  also  the  liberal  public  spirit  exhib- 
ited in  behalf  of  the  Institution;  but  from  its  not  being  cen- 
trally located,  and  its  inaccessibility  of  ready  communication, 
the  committee  regret  the  necessity  which  compels  them  to 
withhold  any  recommendation. 

[Signed]  “C.  A.  FOSTER, 

“ Chairman  of  Committee 

While  the  Board  unanimously  approved  the  general  propo- 
sitions presented  in  the  report,  yet,  regarding  the  location  of 
the  Institution  as  among  the  most  important  of  their  duties- 
tliev  were  unwilling  to  act  upon  the  recommendations  to  pur 
chase  without  further  consideration. 

At  a subsequent  meeting,  an  amended  proposition  was  re- 
ceived from  Hon.  Wm.  Yerger,  in  behalf  of  Mrs.  Yerger  and 
Fulton  Anderson,  Esq.,  whereupon  a committee,  consisting  of 
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Messrs.  Foster  and  Cabaniss,  were  appointed  to  confer  with 
Judge  Yerger,  and  present  the  proposal  of  the  Board  to  pur- 
chase the  property  of  Mrs.  Yerger,  including  the  four  acres  of 
Mr.  Anderson,  already  named,  for  the  sum  of  $25,000,  payable 
in  State  warrants;  to  which  Judge  Yerger  answered,  that, 
under  the  circumstances,  he  would  accept  the  sum  of  $26,000 
in  State  warrants  for  said  property,  which,  upon  consultation, 
was  accepted  by  the  Trustees,  and  a committee  was  appointed 
to  examine  the  titles  and  complete  the  purchase. 

We  have  been  thus  minute  in  our  report  upon  this  purchase, 
as  we  have  regarded  it  as  one  of  the  most  delicate  and  difficult 
duties  we  have  been  called  upon  to  perform,  and,  also,  for  the 
purpose  of  assuring  those  who  have  entertained  preferences 
for  other  localities,  that  this  question  has  received  our  most 
earnest  consideration  and  best  judgment,  and  a decision  which 
all  things  considered,  we  trust  will  prove  the  most  satisfactory 
that  could  have  been  made. 

In  selecting  any  private  residence  for  a public  purpose,  it 
was  not  expected  that  it  would  be  perfect  in  all  its  appoint- 
ments; at  the  same  time  it  was  admitted  by  all,  that  buildings 
already  erected  could  be  purchased  for  as  much  as  one-half 
less  than  it  would  cost  to  build.  . The  present  building  was 
considered  large  enough  for  immediate  necessities,  but  in  view 
of  the  probable  demands  of  the  unfortunates  of  the  State, 
that  more  room  would  soon  be  needed,  the  Trustees  thought  it  a 
wise  policy  to  make  this  provision  in  advance  of  the  demand, 
and  at  once  prepared  to  make  such  additions  as  might  be 
necessary  for  the  future. 

For  this  purpose,  and  also  for  the  supervision  of  the  repairs 
and  changes  needed  upon  the  main  building  and  premises,  an 
Executive  Committee  of  the  Board  was  appointed  and  vested 
with  authority  to  contract  for  the  additional  buildings  and  re- 
pairs necessaiy ; in  the  discharge  of  this  duty  a contract  was 
made  with  Mr.  H.  M.  Taylor  and  others,  who,  we  are  pleased 
to  say,  have  given  entire  satisfaction  in  the  work  they  have 
done. 

The  addition  made  consists  of  two  large  school  rooms,  and 
four  dormitories,  with  bath  room,  closets,  etc.,  which,  in  con- 
nection with  two  large  and  spacious  rooms  of  the  main  build- 
ing, will  afford  ample  accommodations  for  at  least  forty  pupils. 

Having  to  begin  entirely  anew,  it  was  found  necessary  to 
purchase  a large  quantity  of  furniture  for  the  use  of  the  Insti- 
tution; some  articles  in  the  house  were  fixtures,  and  with  a 
view  to  economy  in  expenditures,  a committee  was  appointed 
to  confer  with  Mr.  Yerger  and  purchase  such  articles  as  they 
deemed  necessary;  for  the  purchase  of  the  general  furniture  of 
the  Institution,  it  was  thought  advisable  to  obtain  it  from 
the  manufacturers.  Accordingly,  Principal  Carter  was  au- 
thorized to  proceed  to  Cincinnati,  or  elsewhere,  and  make  such 
purchases  as  he  might  deem  necessary.  The  Institution  is 
now  thoroughly  furnished  in  all  its  apartments,  and  in  such  a 
A— 7 
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manner  as  reflects  credit  upon  those  who  hare  had  the  matter 
in  charge. 

The  erection  of  additional  buildings,  and  the  repairs  and 
alterations  necessary  to  be  made  upon  the  main  building,  in 
order  to  adapt  it  to  the  purposes  of  the  Institution,  have  neces- 
sarily  delayed  its  preparation  for  pupils  longer  than  was  in- 
tended, yet,  we  are  gratified  to  announce  that  in  six  months 
from  the  appointment  of  the  Board  of  Trustees,  the  Institution 
has  been  placed  in  complete  order  and  successful  operation,  and 
is  now  at  the  service  of  the  State.  In  the  appointment  of  officers 
of  the  Institution,  the  Trustees  consider  themselves  fortunate  in 
having  engaged  the  services  of  Dr.  J.  L.  Carter,  as  Principal, 
Professor  L.  W.  Saunders,  as  Teacher,  and  Miss  B.  A.  Cabaniss, 
as  Matron.  We  take  pleasure  in  commending  each  of  these  as 
peculiarly  adapted  to  the  duties  of  their  respective  positions. 

The  Institution  was  formally  opened  for  the  reception  of 
pupils,  on  the  first  day  of  December,  and  already  there  is  a 
class  of  nine,  with  a prospect  of  a large  addition  at  the  be- 
ginning of  the  year. 

Accompanying  this  report,  will  be  found  the  exhibit  of  the 
Treasurer  of  the  Board,  Hon.  W.  H.  Vasser,  who  was  appointed 
to  said  office  upon  the  resignation  of  Dr.  Foster,  in  June  last. 
Said  exhibit  represents  the  aggregate  receipts  upon  Auditor’s 
warrants,  including  the  entire  appropriation,  amounting  to 
$55,000  00  ; aggregate  disbursements,  $46,171  56;  leaving  a 
balance  to  the  credit  of  the  Institution  of  $8,928  44.  It  may 
be  proper  to  state  that  some  $4,000  has  been  allowed  by  the 
Board,  which  has  not  yet  been  paid,  owing  to  the  difficulty  of 
selling  the  warrants,  at  what  was  deemed  a reasonable  rate,  so 
that  upon  payment  of  these  allowed  bills  and  others  that  will 
become  due  at  the  end  of  the  year,  there  will  probably  be  left 
not  more  than  a balance  of  $3,000  to  the  credit  of  the  Institu- 
tion. 

In  making  estimates  for  the  ensuing  year,  the  Trustees  are 
unable  to  say  definitely  what  amount  will  be  needed.  The 
present  appropriation  of  $5,000  w~as  doubtless  intended  merely 
as  an  outfit,  and  a portion  of  this  has  been  already  expended 
in  this  direction.  This  amount  is  evidently  insufficient  for  the 
general  purposes  of  the  Institution,  and  an  additional  appro- 
priation will  be  required.  The  probabilities  are  that  nearly 
all  of  the  pupils  of  the  Institution  wall  consist  of  a class  who 
are  unable  to  pay,  and  the  Trustees  submit  to  your  Excellency 
and  the  Legislature,  whether  it  would  not  be  in  keeping  with 
the  magnanimity  of  the  State  to  open  the  doors  of  this  Institu- 
tion to  all  its  unfortunates,  free  of  charge,  except  for  expenses 
of  clothing,  etc. 

There  are  those  who  feel  a delicacy  in  admitting  their  in- 
ability to  pay  as  required  by  the  present  conditions  for  the 
admission  of  pupils,  and  why  should  the  unfortunate  be 
required  to  suffer  in  consequence  ? Is  it  not  enough  to  be  de- 
prived of  the  sw'eet  influences  of  hearing  and  speech  without 
the  further  restriction  of  education,  imposed  by  reason  of 
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poverty?  In  the  changed  condition  of  things  there  are  mail}* 
vrho  were  once  affluent,  who  are  now  poor,  and  on  every  hand 
may  be  found  subjects  of  misfortune  and  charity,  whose  con- 
dition may  be  materially  improved  by  a prudent  and  generous 
legislation. 

The  Board  of  Trustees  earnestly  recommend  that  this 
restriction  be  removed,  and  that  they  be  authorized  to  an- 
nounce the  benefits  of  the  Institution,  free  and  accessible  to 
all  the  deaf  and  dumb  children  of  the  State. 

Upon  an  estimate  that  there  will  not  be  less  than  fort}' 
pupils  in  the  Institution  during  the  coming  year,  and  that  a 
generous  Legislature  will  provide  for  the  free  admission  of  all 
the  unfortunate  who  may  make  application,  it  is  recommended 
that  an  additional  appropriation  of  $15,000  be  made  in  behalf 
of  this  branch  of  the  State  charities. 

Mississippi  has  done  nobly  in  the  provisions  she  has  already 
made  for  her  unfortunates;  the  generous  appropriations  of  the 
past  in  this  direction,  are  sufficient  proof  that  she  will  not  fail 
to  respond  to  any  reasonable  sum  that  may  be  required  to 
sustain  and  support  the  institutions  she  has  reared  for  the 
benefit  of  her  unfortunate  citizens. 

By  reference  to  Sec.  5 of  the  Act  in  relation  to  the  Deaf  and 
Dumb  Asylum,  it  will  be  seen  that  the  appropriation  of  $50,000 
is  based  upon  certain  conditions,  whereby  the  Institution  sur- 
renders and  relinquishes  certain  claims  upon  the  State, 
amounting  to  said  sum,  as  follows : 

First — The  tract  of  land  near  the  city  of  Jackson, 
upon  which  the  Institution  was  formerly  established, 


and  estimated  at  the  sum  of $ 8,000 

Second — A receipt  for  loaned  money  executed  by  the 
Trustees  of  the  Lunatic  Asylum,  February  13,  1868, 

amounting  to  the  sum  of 15,000 

Third — A relinquishment  of  the  standing  appropria- 
tion of  nine  thousand  dollars  per  annum,  from  1868, 
to  date,  amounting  to 27,000 


Making  in  the  aggregate $50,000 

The  amount,  therefore,  received  from  the  State,  is  the 
annual  appropriation  of  $5,000,  dating  from  October  1st,  1871. 
By  the  report  of  the  Principal,  submitted  to  the  Trustees, 
and  which  accompanies  this  report,  it  will  be  seen  that  he  has 
taken  a special  interest  in  ascertaining  the  number  of  deaf  and 
dumb  children  in  the  State,  and  that  he  unites  with  the  Board 
in  recommending  the  general  measures  set  forth  in  this  report- 
The  law  provides  that  the  pupils  of  the  Institution  shall  be 
learned  some  useful  trade  or  employment  as  a means  of  sub- 
sistence in  after  life.  This  is  very  earnestly  recommended  in 
the  report  of  the  Principal,  and  is  cheerfully  indorsed 
by  the  Trustees  as  a measure  of  wise  policy.  The  deaf  mute 
is  possessed,  in  an  equal  degree,  of  that  pride  of  character 
which  depends  upon  its  own  resources,  and  the  contest  being- 
unequal,  it  becomes  more  especially  the  duty  of  the  State  to 
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afford  all  the  facilities  whereby  he  may  most  successfully  be 
prepared  to  depend  upon  himself  after  he  shall  have  left  the 
Institution.  To  furnish  these  facilities  would  require  addi- 
tional buildings  for  use  as  shops,  etc.  This  would  require 
additional  appropriations.  The  subject  is  respectfully  sub- 
mitted and  commended  to  the  consideration  of  the  State 
authorities. 

We  cannot  close  this  report  without  making  acknowlegments 
of  the  interest  taken,  and  the  valuable  suggestions  given,  from 
time  to  time,  by  Governors  Alcorn  and  Powers,  and  Hon.  G.  C. 
McKee,  during  his  services  as  a member  of  the  Board;  nor 
can  we  fail  to  mention  the  very  important  assistance  rendered 
by  Col.  J.  Willis,  State  Architect,  to  whose  taste  and  skill  we 
are  so  much  indebted  for  the  elegance  and  convenience  of 
arrangement  which  characterizes  the  Institution. 

In  concluding  this,  their  first  report,  the  Trustees  beg  leave 
to  say  that  they  have  discharged  the  responsible  duties  with 
which  they  have  been  entrusted,  to  the  best  of  their  ability,  In 
the  establishment  of  the  Institution,  these  duties  have  been 
at  times,  anxious  and  arduous.  It  has  been  necessary  to  have 
frequent  meetings;  questions  of  grave  responsibility  have 
been  discussed,  and  opinions  have  been  freely  exchanged  as  to 
the  best  means  of  subserving  and  promoting  the  interests  com- 
mitted to  their  charge. 

In  submitting  the  results  of  these  deliberations,  we  can  not 
but  congratulate  the  authorities  of  the  State  in  again  provid- 
ing for  the  education  of  those  who  are  dependent  upon  her 
charities,  and  thus  rearing  an  additional  monument  to  the  phi- 
lanthropic spirit  of  the  age. 

The  age  of  miracles  is  past.  We  have  not  the  power  to  re- 
store hearing  to  the  deaf,  and  speech  to  the  dumb,  but  it  is 
none  the  less  our  duty  to  ameliorate,  as  far  as  we  ma}^,  the 
condition  of  those  to  whom  a mysterious  Providence  has 
allotted  these  misfortunes. 

What  more  noble  invention  than  that  devised  by  which  the 
deaf  and  dumb  may  learn  to  read  and  write  ? And  what  more 
God-like  charity  than  that  which  furnishes  the  means  whereby 
these  unfortunate  “children  of  silence  ” shall  be  enabled  to 
receive  the  lights  of  knowledge  and  religion  ? The  benevolent 
institutions  of  a State  are  its  proudest  monuments — more 
enduring  than  brass  or  marble.  The  memory  of  these  institu- 
tions of  mercy  shall  live  when  all  that  is  earthly  shall  have 
passed  away. 

R.  J.  ALCORN, 

M.  S.  CRAFT, 

E.  W.  CABANISS, 

C.  CALDWELL, 

C.  A.  FOSTER, 

Trustees. 

Jackson,  Miss.,  December  26,  1871. 


MISSISSIPPI  INSTITUTION 

FOE  THE 

DEAF  A X I > DUMB. 


To  the  Board  of  Trustees : 

Gentlemen — At  a meeting  of  your  Board,  on  the  8th  day  of 
July  last,  it  was  your  pleasure  to  confer  upon  me  the  position 
of  Principal  of  this  Institution.  While  I acknowledge  the 
honor  thus  conferred,  and  fully  appreciate  the  responsibil- 
ity of  the  position,  I pledge  whatever  energy  and  ability  I 
possess  to  the  labor  of  conducting,  with  your  supervision  and 
advice,  this  great  charity,  so  as  to  benefit  in  the  highest  degree 
possible,  the  unfortunate  class  of  persons  for  whom  it  was 
intended. 

Immediately  after  receiving  the  appointment,  I proceeded, 
by  your  instruction,  to  occupy  the  building  purchased  for  the 
purpose  of  re-establishing  the  Institution  for  the  Education  of 
the  Deaf  and  Dumb  in  this  State.  Since  that  time,  I have 
been  engaged  in  corresponding  with  the  mutes,  and  other  per- 
sons, in  almost  every  county  in  the  State,  to  ascertain  as  near 
as  possible  the  number  of  deaf  and  dumb  of  school  age  that 
could  be  collected  into  the  Institution  during  the  succeeding 
year,  in  order  that  your  Board  might  possess  the  requisite  in- 
formation for  asking  an  appropriation  from  the  Legislature 
necessary  for  the  support  of  the  Institution  for  one  year. 

In  the  meantime,  your  Board  has  erected  an  addition  to  the 
large  building  purchased — a new  building,  attached  as  a wing 
to  the  main  building — making  accommodations  for  about  forty 
pupils.  Altogether,  it  makes  the  Institution  beautiful  and 
attractive,  as  well  as  convenient  and  comfortable. 
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I was  sent,  during  the  erection  of  this  building,  to  Cincin- 
nati to  purchase  furniture  for  the  Institution.  It  required  ten 
days  to  perform  that  duty,  and  at  an  expense  of  one  hundred 
dollars.  The  furniture  was  purchased,  received  and  ready  to 
be  placed  in  the  Institution  immediately  upon  its  completion. 
The  new  building  was  completed  on  the  first  day  of  December, 
by  Mr.  H.  M.  Taylor,  the  energetic  contractor,  in  accordance 
with  his  agreement.  At  the  same  time,  Mr.  J.  B.  Allen  com- 
pleted his  contract  for  putting  in  the  water-works.  This  has 
been  well  done,  and  is  now  in  complete  order  and  in  use. 

While  on  my  trip  to  Cincinnati,  I availed  myself  of  the 
occasion  to  visit  the  Institution  for  the  Deaf  and  Dumb  in 
Columbus,  Ohio,  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  such  information 
as  may  be  useful  in  its  application  to  our  school.  This  is  one 
of  the  most  prominent  institutions  of  the  kind  in  the  country, 
and  presents  all  the  facilities  for  the  education  of  the  deaf 
and  dumb,  resulting  from  a long  experience. 

The  Superintendent  of  that  Institution  is  Mr.  G.  O.  Fay, 
whom  I found  to  be  a gentleman  of  ability  and  deepty  inter- 
ested in  the  education  of  the  deaf  and  dumb.  He  received 
me  into  the  Institution,  and  offered  me  every  facility  of  obtain- 
ing the  information  desired. 

I have  corresponded  with  a number  of  other  institutions, 
and  they  have  all  given  me  information  and  assistance.  I take 
pleasure  in  making,  in  this  connection,  special  mention  of  Mr. 
John  A.  Jacobs,  jr.,  of  the  Kentucky  Institution,  and^Rev.  H. 
P.  Peet,  of  the  New  York  Institution.  Both  of  these  gentle- 
men have  taken  an  interest  in  the  welfare  of  our  Institution, 
and  have  given  me  substantial  aid  in  the  way  of  books  and 
papers  on  the  subject  of  deaf-mute  education. 

This  Institution  was  formally  opened  on  the  first  day  of 
December  for  the  reception  of  the  deaf  and  dumb,  in  this 
State,  of  school  age,  which  has  been  fixed  by  your  Board,  from 
ten  years  of  age  to  twenty-five. 

Up  to  this  time  I have  received  nine  pupils  into  the  Institu- 
tion, and  thirty-five  have  made  application  for  admission. 

I think  it  but  fair  to  assume  that  the  thirty-five  that  have 
made  application  for  admission  will  enter  the  Institution  at  the 
beginning  of  the  year.  Consequently,  I recommend  that  an 
appropriation  be  asked  for,  sufficient  to  maintain,  at  least,  that 
number  in  the  Institution. 

To  keep  up  a new  institution,  as  this  is,  will  cost  more  the 
first  than  it  will  any  subsequent  year.  Many  things  that  it 
will  be  necessary  to  purchase  will  last  indefinitely,  and,  conse- 
quently, will  reduce  the  expenses  as  the  Institution  becomes 
well  organized  and  permanentl}7'  established. 

I have  obtained  information  that  there  are  as  many  as  ninety 
deaf  and  dumb  in  this  State  of  school  age.  I think  the  pros- 
pect is  very  favorable  for  a large  number  to  enter  the  Institu- 
tion at  an  early  day,  by  nine  having  entered  almost  immedi- 
ately upon  opening,  and  thirty-five  having  previously  made 
application. 
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The  deaf-mutes  of  this  State  have  been  deprived  for  such  a 
great  length  of  time  of  an  opportunity  for  receiving  an  educa- 
cation,  that  thejr  seem  now  anxious  to  enter  an  institution  for 
that  object. 

“The  deaf-mute  is  found  in  his  normal  condition  in  a state 
of  pitiable  ignorance  and  helpless  dependence.  The  work 
which  humanity  has  to  do  for  him  is  to  raise  him  to  intelli- 
gence and  virtue;  and  to  make  him  a self-reliant,  independent, 
productive  citizen.” 

In  order  to  do  this,  he  must  be  educated — intellectually  and 
mechanically.  His  intellect  can  be  developed  in  the  school- 
room, but  a knowledge  of  the  mechanic  arts  can  be  obtained 
only  in  work-shops,  established  for  that  purpose.  Learning 
some  useful  trade  is  an  essential  part  of  the  education  of  the 
deaf  and  dumb.  So,  when  they  leave  the  Institution  with  a 
fair  education,  they  can  take  care  of  themselves. 

The  kind  of  trades  to  be  taught  are  those  which  produce 
articles  iu  common  use,  and  demand  little  capital  in  the  way  of 
stock  and  tools. 

The  proper  place  for  a mute  to  learn  a trade  is  in.  a Deaf  and 
Dumb  Institution,  and  the  best  time  is  that  in  which  he  is  pur- 
suing his  intellectual  education,  and  immediately  under  the 
supervision  of  the  officers  of  the  Institution.  Experience  has 
shown  that  the  time  the  pupil  spends  in  school  is  the  best,  both 
for  his  intellectual  and  mechanical  training. 

We  have  at  present  accommodations  for  about  forty  pupils, 
in  everything  except  school  rooms  and  shops.  We  will  need 
two  additional  school  rooms,  three  rooms  for  the  trades,  and  a 
large  room  to  be  used  for  a chapel,  where  the  pupils  can  be  in- 
structed in  religious  exercises.  The  latter  room  can  be  used 
for  public  examinations.  We  have  no  room  at  present  that 
can  be  used  for  that  purpose. 

The  three  trades  that  I recommend  to  be  established,  are: 
shoemaking,  bookbinding  or  printing,  and  cabinet-making, 
or  carpentering.  These  are  standard  trades  in  nearty  all  the 
institutions  for  the  education  of  the  deaf  and  dumb. 

Mr.  Lawrence  W.  Saunders,  our  teacher,  is  a very  able, 
energetic  and  efficient  instructor  of  the  deaf  and  dumb  pupils. 
He  is  uniformly  polite  and  gentlemanly  in  his  deportment,  and 
is  an  excellent  example  for  them.  He  is  also  very  faithful  and 
attentive  to  his  duties.  I think  we  were  fortunate  in  securing 
his  services. 

Miss  B.  A.  Cabaniss,  the  Matron,  gives  entire  satisfaction  in 
her  department,  and  is  admirably  adapted  for  taking  care  of 
mutes. 

I recommend  the  Board  to  urge  upon  the  Legislature  the 
necessity  of  making  this  strictly  an  institution  of  charit3r,  for 
that  unfortunate  class  oi  our  citizens.  I think  all  the  deaf  and 
dumb  children  in  this  State  should  be  entitled  to  an  education 
in  this  Institute  free.  The  applicants  are  nearly  all  of  that  class 
of  our  citizens  who  are  poor  and  unable  to  pay  for  their  educa- 
tion. I think  the  prosperity  of  the  Institution  will  greatly 
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depend  upon  the  action  of  the  Legislature  in  this  respect.  In 
all  the  other  States  the  deaf  and  dumb  institutions  are  free  to 
the  children  of  their  own  citizens.  I can  see  no  reason  why 
this  State  should  not  be  equally  as  charitable  to  that  unfortu- 
nate class  of  her  citizens.  A considerable  number  of  persons 
in  this  State  have  deaf  and  dumb  children  whom  they  are  not 
able  to  educate,  but  are  not  willing  to  comply  with  the  law,  as 
it  now  stands,  by  certifying  to  indigency  ; consequently  their 
children  are  deprived  of  an  education.  This  is  a school,  and 
should  be  placed  upon  the  same  footing  of  the  other  schools, 
which  are  all  free. 

I will  also  call  the  attention  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  to  the 
fact  that  there  are  some  deaf  and  dumb  children  in  the  State 
that  have  not  the  means  to  bring  them  to  the  Institution.  Two 
of  that  class  have  applied  for  admission.  Some  arrangement 
might  be  made  to  enable  them  to  reach  here  free  of  cost,  where 
they  are  known  to  be  in  such  indigent  circumstances. 

So  far  I have  had  but  little  to  do  with  disbursing  the  funds. 
The  following  table  will  showr  the  amount  I have  received  and 
uses  made  of  it: 


TABLE  SHOWING  MONEY  RECEIVED  AND  DISBURSED. 
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DISBURSED. 

By  discount  on  warrant  ($133^).  . . 
By  discount  on  warrant  ($125).  . . . 

By  cash  paid  for  supplies 

By  cash  paid  for  freight  on  furniture 
By  cash  paid  for  coal,  gas  and 
fixtures 

By  cash  paid  for  wood,  10  cords.  . . . 

By  cash  paid  for  books 

By  cash  paid  for  medicine  and  dis- 
infectants   

By  cash  paid  for  expenses  to  Cin- 
cinnati  

By  cash  paid  for  postage  and  box  rent 

By  cash  paid  for  extra  labor 

By  cash  paid  for  servant  hire  .... 
By  cash  paid  for  incidentals 

Total 

, 1871. 

July  22 
Sept.  30 

a 

$ 133  33 
2 00 
100  00 
125  00 
522  00 
200  00 

n 

fM 

© 

5- 

RECEIVED. 

To  State  warrant 

To  cash,  old  iron 

To  cash  

To  State  warrant 

To  cash 

To  cash 

Total 

1871. 

July  22 
Aug.  23 
Sept.  2 
Sept.  30 
Oct.  19 
Nov.  15 

l ol  s 
•SbJS 
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W.  H.  VASSEB , TREASURER,  I AT  ACCOUNT 


1871. 


Dr. 


June 


27  By  Auditor’s  Warrants 


$ 30,000  00 


Oct. 


6 By  Auditor’s  Warrants 


Continued 


20,  000  00 


$50,000  00 
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WITH  INSTITUTION  FOB  DEAF  AND  DUMB. 


1871.  Cr. 


June 

27 

To  am’t  p’d  Mrs.  Caroline  Yerger 

Vr.  No. 

, 1 

$23,920  00 

30 

“ “ 

“ 

E.  W.  Cabaniss 

a 

a 

2 

119  75 

ii  it 

a 

Dr.  M.  S.  Craft 

“ 

11 

3 

27  00 

, ■ 

tl  it 

a 

Dr.  M.  S.  Craft 

it 

a 

4 

105  00 

u a 

11 

Charles  Caldwell . . . 

u 

a 

5 

125  00 

a a 

a 

D.  N.  Barrows,  (Ins.) 

“ 

it 

6 

206  00 

“ “ 

u 

Disc’t  on  Warrants. 

a 

7 

88  50 

Julv 

8 

a a 

“ 

E.  M.  Yerger 

“ 

a 

8 

1,534  37 

“ “ 

u 

Fulton  Anderson.  . . 

a 

“ 

9 

2,080  00 

a a 

tl 

for  Blank  Book 

a 

u 

10 

1 25 

22 

a a 

ti 

Dr.  J.  L.  Carter.  . . . 

a 

a 

11 

100  00 

a * a 

a 

Disc’t  on  Warrants. 

a 

a 

12 

33  33 

27 

a a 

“ 

W.  H.  Woodruff.  . . . 

a 

13 

12  00 

'i  u 

a 

Header  & Brother.  . 

“ 

“ 

14 

25  00 

a a 

“ 

Disc’t  on  Warrants. . 

“ 

a 

15 

8 34 

29 

a a 

“ 

Toney  Barnes 

it 

« 

16 

* 75  00 

Aug. 

7 

a a 

“ 

W.  H.  Johnson 

a 

17 

187  50 

a a 

a 

Disc’t  on  Warrants'.. 

“ 

“ 

18 

62  50 

10 

a t. 

it 

Power  & Barksdale. 

a 

19 

11  25 

u u 

“ 

Disc’t  on  Warrants . . 

“ 

20 

3 36 

11 

a a 

“ 

A.  H.  Kirkland 

a 

21 

191  00 

a a 

a 

Disc’t  on  Warrants . . 

a 

a 

22 

63  66 

14 

a a 

“ 

Johnson  Sproule...  . 

a 

“ 

23 

43  00 

16 

a u 

ik 

Ed.  Parish 

a 

24 

40  00 

u it 

“ 

Disc’t  on  Warrants . . 

a 

25 

13  33 

a u 

“ 

Phil.  Ryan 

“ 

26 

8 00 

u a 

u 

Disc’t  on  Warrants.. 

a 

27 

2 66 

18 

a u 

“ 

Barrows  & Smythe . . 

a 

a 

28 

50  00 

a a 

u 

Disc’t  on  Warrants . . 

“ 

a 

29 

16  66 

21 

a a 

u 

C.  A.  Foster 

u 

30 

277  00 

24 

a a 

«( 

Robertson  & Heard 

u 

a 

31 

70  00 

a a 

“ 

Disc’t  on  Warrants . . 

“ 

it 

32 

23  33 

“ “ 

a 

Dr.  J.  L.  Carter .... 

U 

a 

33 

100  00 

a a 

a 

Disc’t  on  Warrants . . 

a 

a 

34 

33  33 

26 

a u 

a 

Dr.  J.  L.  Carter 

a 

a 

35 

10  66 

28 

a a 

a 

Turner  Patterson . . . 

a 

“ 

36 

21  00 

29 

a a 

“ 

S.  G.  Newcomer. . . . 

a 

37 

31  18 

a .a 

“ 

S.  Lemly  & Son.  . . . 

“ 

a 

38 

19  78 

30 

a a 

“ 

A.  Yirden 

a 

a 

39 

96  83 

Sept. 

1 

a a 

a 

Eyrick  & Co 

a 

“ 

40 

4 90 

25 

a a 

a 

E M.  Yerger 

a 

a 

41 

160  00 

Oct. 

6 

a a 

a 

II.  M.  Taylor 

a 

42 

2,212  46 

a a 

a 

Disc’t  on  Warrants.. 

a 

“ 

43 

624  02 

9 

a a 

“ 

J.  L.  Carter  

“ 

a 

44 

125  00 

17 

a a 

“ 

Disc’t  on  Warrants . . 

(C 

a 

45 

410  00 

a a 

a 

W.  W.  Wishart 

“ 

a 

46 

35  25 

a a 

a 

Dis’ct  on  Warrants.. 

a 

a 

47 

40  00 

n a 

« 

H.  M.  Taylor 

a 

48 

1,452  50 
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W.  IT.  VASSER,  TREASURER , ITT  ACCOUNT  WITH 


1871. 


Dr. 


Oct.  6 By  Amouit  continued $ 50,000  00 


Dec.  18  B}-  Auditor’;:  Warrants... 


Dec.  1 9 By  Balance . 


5,000  00 


$ 55,000  00 
$ 8,928  44 


INSTITUTION  FOll  DEAF  AND  DUMB— Continued. 


1871. 

Cr. 

Oct.  17 

To  am’t  p’d  Disc’t  on  Warrants . . 

Vr.  No.  49 

$ 400  00 

“ “ “ J.  B.  Allen 

“ “ 50 

500  00 

“ “ “ J.  L.  Carter 

« “ 51 

522  86 

“ “ “ Bloom  & Boyd 

u « 52 

48  30 

25 

“ “ “ E.  M.  Yerger 

a « 53 

5 00 

Nov’r  2 

“ “ “ for  Recording  Deeds 

“ “ 54 

4 00 

10 

“ “ “ Dr.  M.  S.  Craft 

“ « 55 

80  00 

14 

“ “ “ H.  G.  0.  Parker.... 

“ “ 56 

126  00 

“ “ “ H.  M.  Taylor 

« « 57 

2,400  00 

“ “ “ LF  Wisherman  & Co. 

“ « 58 

1,120  05 

“ “ “ Disc’t  on  Warrants. . 

“ “ 59 

722  50 

15 

“ •“  “ E.  M.  Yerger 

“ “ 60 

102  29 

“ “ “ Barrows  & Smythe.. 

“ « 61 

78  00 

“ “ “ Robinson  & Stevens. 

« 62 

46  50 

“ “ “ J.  L.  Carter 

“ “ 63 

200  00 

18 

“ “ “ Disc’t  on  Warrants.. 

“ “ 64 

340  00 

“ « « J.  B.  Allen 

“ “ 65 

280  00 

“ “ “ S.  G.  Newcomer. . . . 

a a g6 

1,080  10 

“ “ “ S.  G.  Newcomer. . . . 

u u 67 

229  09 

29 

“ “ “ Charles  Caldwell ... . 

“ « 68 

80  00 

“ “ £<  C.  A.  Foster 

u « 69 

68  00 

“ “ “ Charles  Caldwell ... . 

“ ££  70 

20  00 

“ “ “ E.  W.  Cabaniss 

“ “ 71 

80  00 

Dec’r  13 

“ “ “ Kimball,Raymoncl&c 

u a 72 

15  00 

“ “ “ C.  A.  Foster 

“ “ 73 

75  00 

16 

“ “ “ H.  M.  Taylor 

a a 74 

1,910  67 

“ “ “ Disc’t  on  Warrants.. 

a a 75 

637  50 

$46,071  56 

19 

Balance  on  hand  ($442  of  which 

is  United  States  currency). . 

8,928  44 

$55,000  00 

W.  II.  YASSER,  Treasurer. 


ATvTNTTATi  REPOET 


OF  THE 


SUPERINTENDENT 


OF  THE 


mm 


SUPERINTENDENT' S OFFICE, I 
Mississippi  State  Penitentiary,  V 
December  15,  1871.) 

To  TIis  Excellency,  B.  C.  Powers*,  Governor  of  Mississippi: 

Sir — In  compliance  with  your  instructions  contained  in 
communication  of  the  9th  instant,  I have  the  honor  to  submit 
the  following  as  my  report  of  the  Mississippi  State  Peniten- 
tiary, for  the  period  commencing  January  1,  1871,  and  end- 
ing this  date,  embracing  a period  of  eleven  and  a half  months — 
my  last  report  having  been  dated  December  31,  1870. 

The  tables  at  the  end  will  inform  you  of  the  numbers  re- 
maining at  date  of  last  report,  number  since  admitted,  and 
recapitured  from  escape;  also,  of  those  discharged  by  expi- 
ration of  sentence,  pardon  by  the  Executive,  escape,  death,  and 
other  causes,  showing  that  there  are  now  remaining  under 
charge  of  the  lessee  two  hundred  and  thirty-four  convicts, 
against  two  hundred  and  forty-one  on  the  3 1st*  of  Decem- 
ber, 1870. 

The  admissions  during  the  year  have  slightly  increased  over 
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those  for  1870,  and  show  a rather  serious  increase  for  offenses 
against  the  person — there  having  been  eleven  convictions  for 
‘•assault  wuth  intent  to  rape, ’’against  two  in  1870.  There  are 
also  four  convictions  for  “robbery  from  the  person,”  against 
none  of  this  class  of  offense  in  1870.  Four  prisoners  have 
been  received  under  orders  from  the  Executive,  in  operation 
of  the  Act  of  the  Legislature,  approved  April  8,  1870,  author- 
izing the  Qommutation  of  the  death  penalty  into  imprisonment 
for  life. 

The  convicts  within  the  walls  have  been  kept  at  mechanical 
industries  of  various  kinds,  and  those  on  plantations  at  the 
usual  farm  labor;  but  the  class  of  labor  received  in  the. institu- 
tion, is  such,  that  without  mechanical  appliances  (which  do 
not  exist  here),  it  cannot  be  utilized  with  profit. 

The  number  of  escapes  again  show  a decrease — being  sixteen 
against  twenty-one  in  1870,  and  eighty -two  in  1869.  The 
deaths  have  been  nine,  against  eight  in  1870.  Two  men  have 
been  shot  by  their  guard  whilst  endeavoring  to  escape,  both 
using  violence  against  the  guard — one  of  them,  Adam  High- 
tower, escaped  in  1867,  and  was  recaptured  during  the  present 
year  in  Louisiana,  where  he  had  committed  some  offense.  He 
was  a man  of  desperate  character,  and  severely  assaulted  the 
guard  with  a cotton  hoe,  and  was  shot  in  self-defense  and  to 
prevent  escape. 

On  the  31st  day  of  August,  a number  of  convicts  w'ere  re- 
ceived from  Adams  county,  at  which  place  (unknown  to  me  at 
the  time  of  admitting  them)  yellow  fever  prevailed.  On  the 
5th  day  of  September,  several  cases  which  the  doctor  pro- 
nounced to  resemble  that  disease,  presented  themselves,  and 
on  the  7th  two  deaths  occurred— the  remaining  cases  recovered 
Every  precaution  was  taken  to  prevent  the  spread  of  this  dis- 
ease, by  administering  tonics,  fumigating  the  prison,  and  the 
use  of  disinfectants,  wrhich  entailed  a considerable  increase  of 
expense;  and  while  Ido  not  say  that  the  disease  was  brought 
b}~  the  Natchez  prisoners,  I think  there  should  be  some  dis- 
cretion given  to  the  Superintendent  in  receiving  prisoners 
from  a district  in  which  yellow  fever,  small-pox,  or  other  con- 
tagious diseases  may  prevail.  Although  subsequent  to  the 
death  of  the  two  men,  on  September  7th,  a good  deal  of  sick- 
ness had  prevailed  in  the  city  of  Jackson,  no  further  cases 
were  developed  in  the  prison.  One  other  death  occurred  in 
the  prison  from  dropsy,  and  the  other  six  on  plantations  from 
fevers  and  congestion. 

Religious  services  are  held  every  Sunday,  by  the  ministers  of 
the  Episcopal,  Presbyterian,  Wesleyan,  and  Baptist  denomina- 
tions, in  the  city,  alternately,  who  are  paid  by  the  lessee  for 
the  ministrations  so  rendered. 

I would  again  respectfully  reiterate  m}^  recommendations  of 
last  year,  that  the  Legislature  be  asked  to  pass  a law,  putting  v 
it  in  the  power  of  prisoners  to  shorten  their  sentences  by  good 
conduct.  I do  this  as  I believe,  from  the  mariner  in  which  it 
is  spoken  of  in  those  States  where  such  a law  exists  (and  it 
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does  in  nearly  all),  that  it  would  be  beneficial  as  a reformatory 
agent,  and  also  conducive  to  the  discipline  of  the  prison.  I 
would  also  strongly  urge  that  the  Legislature  be  asked  for  a 
small  appropriation  for  the  purpose  of  purchasing  a library  for 
the  use  of  the  convicts,  of  moral  and  instructive  books — the 
perusal  of  which,  during  the  time  passed  in  the  cells,  would 
have  a beneficial  tendency. 

The  prison  was  leased  to  the  present  lessee  in  November 
1867,  for  the  term  of  three  years,  by  the  military  authorities, 
and  was  at  that  time  in  a very  poor  condition  in  every  respect, 
the  prisoners  were  badty  clothed,  in  mai^  cases  were  wearing 
the  clothes  in  which  the}r  were  admitted,  or  cast  off  soldiers’ 
uniforms;  now  every  convict  is  supplied  with  two  suits  of  sum- 
mer, and  two  of  winter  clothing,  and  the  prison  is  well  found 
in  bedding  and  all  utensils.  The  clothing  is  coarse  but  com- 
fortable, and  well  suited  to  the  work  on  which  the  convicts  are 
employed.  The  lease  so  granted,  expired  by  limitation  on  the 
first  day  of  November  last,  on  which  date  it  required  the  lessee 
to  turn  the  prison  with  its  inmates,  over  to  the  Governor,  but, 
no  law  having  been  enacted  by  the  last  Legislature  providing 
funds  for  its  maintenance,  the  Governor  then  in  office  extended 
the  lease  to  the  first  day  of  March,  1872,  in  order  that  the  next 
Legislature  might  make  provisions  for  carrying  it  on  as  to 
them  seem  best. 

A bill  passed  both  houses  of  the  Legislature  at  its  last  ses- 
sion, providing  for  leasing  the  Penitentiary  to  the  present 
incumbent  for  fifteen  years,  but  it  failed  to  receive  the  appro- 
val of  the  then  Executive. 

The  present  buildings  are  in  a very  dilapidated  condition ; 
to  put  them  into  repair,  to  build  sufficient  room  to  accommo- 
date all  within  the  walls,  to  put  shops  and  furnish  machinery 
to  enable  the  labor  to  be  utilized  to  the  best  advantage,  will 
require  the  outlay  of  a very  large  sum  of  money,  and  it  is  then 
very  doubtful  if  any  one  could  be  found  to  make  the  institu- 
tion self-supporting  with  the  class  of  labor  received  here. 

The  institution  differs  considerably  in  this  respect  from 
most  others  in  the  States,  the  material  in  the  shape  of  labor 
received,  is  mostly  recruited  from  the  native  population  of  the 
States  the  greater  portion  of  the  inhabitants  of  which  are 
engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits,  and  in  which  few  manufactur- 
ing or  mechanical  institutions  exist. 

Of  the  following  tables,  No.  1 shows  the  number  remaining 
at  date  of  last  report,  the  casualties  during  the  year,  the  num- 
ber of  males  and  females,  of  white  and  colored;  also  the  num- 
ber of  males  and  females,  white  and  colored,  admitted  during 
the  }^ear.  No.  2,  the  crimes  for  which  those  received  during 
the  year  were  convicted.  No.  3,  the  counties  from  which 
received.  No.  4,  the  terms  for  which  the}^  were  sentenced;  and 
No.  5,  the  nativity  of  all  at  present  in  the  prison. 
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TABLE  No.  J. 


Remaining  December  31,  1870. 

Received  during  the  year 

Recaptured  during  the  year. . . . 


241 

130 

5 


Total  in  prison  during  the  year 


376 


Discharged  by  expiration  of  sentence 

Pardoned  by  the  Governor 

Discharged  by  military  order 

Died  of  disease 

Killed  in  attempting  to  escape 

Escaped 

Turned  over  to  the  Sheriffs  of  Bolivar  and  Lauder- 
dale counties,  by  order  of  the  Supreme  Court,  foi 
new  trial 


84 

23 

6 

9 

2 

16 


Remaining  December  31,  1870 


234 


White  males  in  prison 

Colored  males  in  prison 

Colored  males  on  plantation.  . 
Colored  females  on  plantation 


56 

22 

150 

6 


Total 


234 


Received  during  the  year: 

White  males 

Colored  males 

Colored  females 


22 

104 

4 


Total 


130 


A— 8 
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TABLE  No.  2, 

SHOWING  Crimes  of  which  those  received,  during  the  year 
were  convicted. 


Grand  Larceny 

Simple  Larceny 

Receiving  stolen  goods 

Robbery  from  the  person 

Aiding  prisoners  to  escape 

Prison  breach 

Poisoning 

Bigamy 

Robbing  United  States  mail 

Assault  with  intent  to  kill 

Assault  with  intent  to  commit  a rape. 

Burglary 

Arson 

Rape 

Forgery 

Murder 

Manslaughter 

Total 


39 

27 

1 

4 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

11 

10 

12 

2 

3 
1 

4 
11 

130 
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TABLE  No.  3. 


SHOWING  Counties  from  which  those  admitted  were  received. 


Adams 

Attala 

Benton 

Bolivar 

Carroll 

Coahoma 

Copiah 

DeSoto 

Grenada 

Hinds 

Issaquena 

Jasper 

Kemper 

Lauderdale 

Lay  fayette 

Lincoln 

Lowndes 

Madison 

Marshall 

Neshoba 

Newton 

Noxubee 

Oktibbeha 

Pike 

Panola 

Pontotoc 

Rankin 

Tunica 

Warren 

Washington 

W ayne 

Wilkinson 

Winston 

Yazoo 

United  States  District  Court. 


8 

1 

1 

2 

3 

3 

2 

6 

0 

7 
3 

1 
1 

8 
3 
3 

10 

6 

5 

1 

2 

1 

5 

1 

5 

2 

5 

1 

7 

8 
1 
3 
1 
2 
1 


Total 


130 
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TABLE  No.  4, 


SHOWING  Terms  for  which  those  received  were  sentenced. 


Three  months 

Four  months 

Nine  months 

One  year 

One  and  a half  years. 

Two  years 

Three  years 

Four  years 

Five  years 

Six  years 

Seven  }^ears ..... 

Eight  years 

Ten  years 

Twelve  years 

Fifteen  3Tears 

Twenty  years 

Thirty  years 

Natural  life 


Total . 


2 

1 

1 

13 

1 

35 

19 

12 

21 

1 

1 

3 

9 

1 

3 

1 

1 

5 

130 
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TABLE  No.  5, 


SHOWING  Nativtiy  of  all  convicts  remaining  in  prison. 


Arkansas 

Alabama. 
Connecticut.  . . 

England 

Georgia 

Germany 

Illinois 

Indiana 

Iowa 

Ireland 

Kentucky 

Louisiana 

Maryland 

Mississippi. . . > 

Missouri 

New  York .... 
North  Carolina 

Ohio 

Pennsylvania.  . 
South  Carolina 

Tennesee 

Vermont 

Virginia 

Total . . 


1 

14 
1 

2 

15 
2 
3 
1 
2 
5 

10 

5 

2 


103 

2 

4 

10 

2 

1 

10 

14 

1 

24 
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There  is  one  United  States  military  convict  remaining  in  the 

prison — none  are  now  sent  here also,  one  sentenced  by  the 

United  States  District  Court  for  the  Northern  District  of  the 
State,  for  robbing  the  United  States  mail. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

Z.  A.  PHILIPS, 

Superintendent  Mississippi  State  Penitentiary. 


ANNUAL  REPORT 


OF  THE 

QUARTERMASTER  GENERAL. 


QUARTERMASTER  GENERAL’S  OFFICE,) 
Jackson,  Miss.,  January  10,  1872.  j 

To  His  Excellency,  Ii.  C.  Powers , Governor  of  Mississippi: 

Sir — In  obedience  to  the  requirements  of  section  2201, 
Code  of  1871,  I have  the  honor  to  report  the  total  expense  for 
the  care,  repairs  and  preservation  of  the  ordnance  and 
ordnance  stores  under  my  charge,  from  August  11,  1870,  to 
January  10,  1872,  to  be  one  thousand  five  hundred  and  tweq- 
ty-seven  dollars  and  thirty-one  cents  in  State  warrants.  This 
outlay  includes  the  salary  of  Ordnance  Sergeant,  and  rent  of 
Adjutant  and  Quartermaster  General’s  office. 

I have  also  the  following  exhibit  of  Ordnance  and  Ordnance 
Stores  received,  issued,  expended,  and  remaining  on  hand, 
comprehending  the  period  commencing  August  11,  1870, 
and  ending  January  10,1872,  which  I have  the  honor  here- 
with to  submit : 
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The  quota  of  Arms  and  Ordnance  Stores  due  the  State, 
under  the  General  Appropriation  Act,  for  the  years  1871-2,  have 
not  been  called  for — the  unusual  quiet  and  orderly  condition 
of  the  State,  in  the  judgment  of  the  Executive,  having  obvi- 
ated the  necessity  of  procuring  the  same. 

I have  the  honor  to  be, 

Your  Excellency’s  most  ob’t  serv’t, 

F.  J.  MEAD, 

Q.  M.  G.  of  Miss. 
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ORDNANCE  and  Ordnance  Stores  Received , Issued  and 

from  August  11,  1870, 


ORDNANCE  AND  ORDNANCE 
STORES  RECEIVED,  ISSUED, 
EXPENDED  AND  REMAINING 
ON  HAND. 


Ordnance  and  Ordnance  Stores,  re- 
ceived from  the  United  States, 

December  24,  1870 

Ordnance  and  Ordnance  Stores  is- 
sued from  August  11,  1870,  to 

January  10,  1872 

Ordnance  and  Ordnance  Stores  ex- 
pended from  August  11,  1870,  to 

January  10,  1872 

Ordnance  and  Ordnance  Stores  on 
hand  January  10,  1872 


110 


110 


no 


22 


11 


110110110  2211  25 


25 


25 


25 


11 


25 


25  251125  25  25 


25 


25 
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Expended  ( and  Remaining  on  Hand , January  10,  1872), 
to  January  10,  1872. 


A.NNTJAL  REPORT 


OF  THE 

STATE  TREASURER 


OFFICE  OF  TREASURER  OF  STATE,) 
Jackson,  January  1,  1872.  j 

To  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Mississippi : 


la  obedience  to  law,  I have  the  honor  to  submit  the  follow- 
ing Report  of  the  condition  and  transactions  of  the  State 
Treasury  during  the  fiscal  year  187i.  The  following  is  a sum- 
mary : 


Receipts  during  the  fiscal  year $ 

Balance  in  Treasury,  1st  Jan.,  1871 : 

Current  funds 32,177 

Uncurrent  funds  (worthless)  795,936 


Disbursements  during  the  fiscal  year 
Balance  in  Treasury,  January  1, 1872: 

Current  funds 44,166 

Uncurrent  funds  (worthless)  795,936 


1,338,150 

49 

68 

48 

828,114 

16 

2,166,264 

65 

1,326,161 

57 

60 

48 

840,103 

08 

2,166,264 

65 

Auditor’s  balance  (Treasury  Depart- 
ment)   

Auditor’s  warrants,  outstanding  1st 
January,  1872 

206,925  88 

646,621  20 

853,547  08 

Treasurer’s  balance,  as  above 

840,103  08 

Disbursements  by  Treasury  Depart- 
ment, (not  in  the  Auditor’s  account, 
for  which  proper  entries  should  be 
provided  to  reconcile  a difference 
between  the  books  of  the  two  De- 
partments, ) 

13,444  00 

853,547  08 
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“Statement  A,”  shows  the  receipts  and  disbursements  for  the 
fiscal  year,  under  the  several  heads  of  account. 

“Statement  B,”  shows  the  receipts  and  disbursements  for  each 
month  of  the  fiscal  year. 

“Statement  C,'5  shows  the  amount  of  warrants  issued,  paid, 
and  outstanding. 

“Statement  D,”  shows  the  condition  and  transactions  on  ac- 
count of  the  Chickasaw  School  Fund,  and  interest. 

“Statement  E,”  shows  the  condition  and  transactions  on  ac- 
count of  the  Common  School  Fund. 

“ Statement  F,”  shows  the  State’s  indebtedness  on  January 
1,  1872. 

“Statement  G,”  shows  the  deposits  made  by  Insurance  Compa- 
nies, under  an  Act  of  the  Legislature,  approved  May 
13,  1871. 


Comparative 

Statement  of 

State  Indebtedness. 

jan.  1,  1870. 

JAN.  1,  1871. 

jan.  1,  1872. 

Chickasaw  School 
Fund 

$ 814  523  39 

$ 815,001  35 

$ 815,227  73 

Chickasaw  School 

Fund  interest.  . . . 

151,916  56 

112,882  50 

33,792  81 

Outstanding  war- 
rants  

211,735  38 

239,736  43 

646,621  20 

Certificates  of  In- 
debtedness  

318,000  00 

387,100  00 

Common  School 

Fund 

210,610  26 

377,580  64 

Miss.  State  Bonds, 
Series  A 

100,000  00 

100,000  00 

Miss.  State  Bonds, 

Series  B 

Interest  on  Bonds, 

Series  A 

Interest  on  Bonds, 
Series  B 

12,900  00 
4,000  00 
120  00 

Totals. ....... 

$ 1,178,175  33 

$ 1,796,230  54 

$2,377,342  38 

Increase  of  indebtedness  from  January  1st,  1870, 

to  January  1,  1871 , $618,055  21 

Increase  of  indebtedness  from  January  1,  1871, 
to  January  1,  1872 $581,111  84 


Increase  for  two  3Tears $1,199,167  05 

The  foregoing  exhibit,  together  with  the  comparative  state- 
ment made  for  your  convenience,  shows  a continuous  increase 
of  State  indebtedness  from  January  1st,  1870,  to  the  date  of 
this  report,  amounting  to  the  sum  of  $1,199,167  05. 
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This  condition  of  affairs  affords  implied  evidence  of  profli- 
gacy in  the  management  of  the  State’s  finances,  or  positive 
proof  that  an  inadequate  amount  of  revenue  was  levied  to  meet 
the  expenditures  of  the  State  government.  Whether  the  fault 
attach  to  one  or  other  horn  of  the  dilemma,  or  to  both,  the  state 
of  facts,  nevertheless,  warrants  the  opinion  that  prompt  and  effi- 
cient legislation  is  needed  to  arrest  further  decay  of  credit,  as 
■well  as  relief  from  present  embarrassment. 

The  estimated  revenue  for  the  year  1872  does  not  exceed 
$875,000  00,  while  the  current  expenses  of  the  State  are  esti- 
mated at  $1,100,000  00. 

It  is  apparent,  then,  that  the  revenue  must  be  increased  or 
the  expense  lessened,  and  it  is  for  your  Honorable  Body  to  de- 
termine what  is  to  be  done  in  the  premises. 

If  the  State  had  credit  abroad,  her  financial  embarrassment 
would  be  a question  of  easy  solution,  but  in  the  absence  of  that 
credit,  I can  conceive  of  no  remedies  better  suited  to  the  state 
of  the  case,  than  those  suggested,  and  the  recommendations  of 
his  Excellency,  Governor  Powers,  in  the  last  annual  message. 

The  following  items  are  disbursements  by  Treasury  Depart- 
ment, not  in  the  Auditor’s  account,  (Treasury  Department,) 
amounting  to  the  sum  of  $18,444  00,  and  for  which  I suggest 
proper  entries  should  be  authorized  and  made  to  reconcile  this 
difference  between  the  books  of  the  two  departments.  The 
four  first  items  are  for  prior  accounts,  the  other  two  are  for  in- 
terest on  bonds  paid  b}r  me: 

Warrant  No.  1,909,  Jan’yll,  1862,  Chickasaw  School 

Fund  Interest $3,010  79 

Warrant  No.  931,  April  11,1865,  Institution  for  the 

Blind 2,000  00 

Warrant  No.  647,  October  30,  1866,  (duplicate  and 

original  paid) 24  00 

Cotton  Money  (to  be  burned  and  certificate  filed  with 

Auditor) 3,197  50 

Interest  on  Bonds  to  Januar}-  1,  1871 1,211  71 

Interest  on  Bonds  to  July  1,  18.71 4,000  00 

I recommend  that  some  action  be  had  by  the  Legislature  b}r 

which  the  “Balance  of  Uncurrent  Funds,  (worthless),  $795,- 
936  48,”  may  be  dropped  from  the  books  of  both  offices,  and 
that  a suitable  committee  be  appointed  to  count  and  burn  the 
certificates  of  indebtedness  retired  into  bonds,  and  that  a cer- 
tificate of  burning  be  filed  in  the  Auditor’s  oflije  for  proper 
entry.  Very  respectful ty, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

W.  H.  VASSER, 

State  Treasurer. 
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STATEMENT  A. 


SHOWIN G the  Receipts  and  Disbursements  of  the  State 
Treasury  under  the  several  heads  of  accounts , during  the 
• fiscal  year  1871. 


RECEIPTS 1871. 

State  Tax,  1871 

State  Tax,  1870 

State  Tax,  1869 

State  Tax,  1868 

State  Tax,  1867 

Cotton  Tax,  1869 

Cotton  Tax,  1868 

Tax  Sales 

Redemption  Of  lands 

State  deeds 

Sales  of  Mississippi  Reports.  . 
Sales  of  Code  of  Mississippi. . . 

Judiciary  (refunded) 

Chickasaw  School  Fund 

Common  School  Fund, 

Certificates  of  Indebtedness . . 

$ 192,382  37 
681,072  95 
15.393  99 
956  00 
230  83 
1,585  27 
52  21 
29,472  19 
3,420  45 
10,396  32 
1,637  50 
450  00 
20  00 
226  38 
318,854  03 
82,000  00 

Treasurer’s  receipts  for  fiscal 

year  1871 . . . 

Bal.  in  Treasury,  Jan.  1,  1871, 
Current  funds 

32,177  68 

$ 1,338,150  49 

Uncurrent  funds  (worthless) 

795,936  48 

828,114,  16 
$ 2,166,264  65 
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STATEMENT  A— Continued. 


DISBURSEMENTS 1871. 


Legislature. . . . ; 

Judiciary 

Executive 

Appropriations 

Penitentiary 

State  Library 

State  Militia 

Commissions  for  Assessing'.  . . 

$ 218,770 
310,522 
28,556 
36,869 
19,534 
652 
13,929 
85,413 

45 

60 

44 

17 

40 

27 

89 

04 

Auditor’s  Contingent  Fund 

1,270 

12 

Public  Printing 

95,861 

66 

Capitol  Expenses 

532 

19 

Executive  Contingent  Fund 

5,729 

25 

State  Library  Contingent  Fund . . 
Recording  Tax  Titles 

158 

80 

1,535 

10 

Distributing  Laws  and  Journals.  . 

955 

04 

Assessment  Rolls 

64 

50 

Geological  Survey 

2,625 

00 

State  Census,  1870 

13,730 

05 

Mississippi  Reports 

7,368 

00 

Code  of  Mississippi 

9,900 

00 

Certificates  of  Indebtedness 

5,557 

91 

Interest  on  Bonds 

4,000 

00 

Tax  Sales  (refunded) 

209 

70 

Constitutional  Convention 

12,039 

40 

Common  School  Fund 

48,992 

53 

Chickasaw  School  Fund  Interest. . 

145,721 

44 

Capitol  Repairs 

2,962 

85 

Repairs  on  State  Capitol 

25,067 

60 

Repairs  on  Lunatic  Asylum 

43,651 

15 

Repairs  on  Executive  Mansion . . . 

25 

00 

University  of  Mississippi 

27,847 

38 

Alcorn  University 

8,400 

00 

State  Hospital  at  Natchez 

18,725 

00 

State  Hospital  at  Vicksburg 

6,750 

00 

State  Asylum  at  Vicksburg 

625 

00 

Institution  for  the  Blind 

9,351 

00 

Deaf  and  Dumb  Asylum 

31,750 

00 

Luradc  Asylum 

44,973 

66 

State  Tax,  1870,  overpaid 

27,976 

29 

State  Tax,  1869,  overpaid 

4,975 

00 
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STATEMENT  A— Continued. 


DISBURSEMENTS—!  871. 


State  Tax,  1868,  overpaid.  . . . 
State  Tax,  1866,  overpaid. . . . 

Treasurer’s  disbursements  for 

fiscal  year  1871.. 

Bal.  in  Treasury  Jan.  1,  1872:. 

Current  funds 

Uncurrent  funds,  (worthless) 


2,762  95 
219  45 


44,166  60 
795,936  48 


1,326,161  57 
840,103  08 


$ 2,166,264  65 
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STATEMENT  B, 

SHOWING  the  Receipts  and  Disbursements  for  each  month  of 
the  fiscal  year , 1871. 


receipts — 1871. 


Jan  liar  v 

$ 119,110  09 

February 

87,059  02 

March 

215.249  45 

April 

87,138  36 

May 

268,546  36 

June 

154,874  90 

July 

58,142  98 

August 

27,809  22 

September. 

49,538  05 

October 

42,108  47 

November 

32,347  09 

December 

196,226  50 

1,338,150  49 

Balance  in  Treasury,  Jan.  1, 1871 : 

Current  funds V 

32,177  68 

Uncurrent  funds  (worthless) 

795,936  48 

828,114  16 

Total 



$ 2,166.264  65 

DISBURSEMENTS — 1 871. 


January 

138,609  64 

February 

88,393  66 

March 

216.302  90 

April 

95,662  59 

May 

229,327  23 

June 

178,581  43 

July 

63,025  28 

August 

26,824  42 

September 

51,112  18 

October 

44,259  63 

November 

32,466  19 

December 

161,596  42 

1,326,161  57 

Balance  in  Treasury  Jan.  1,  1872. 

Current  funds 

44,166  60 

Uncurrent  funds  (worthless) 

795,936  48 

840,103  08 

Total 

$ 2,166,264  65 
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STATEMENT  C, 

SHOWING  the  amount  of  Warrants  issued , paid,  and  out- 
standing from  January  1st,  1871,  to  January  1st,  1872. 


auditor’s  issues  as  per  reports — 1871. 


J an  u ary 

$ 141,376  46 
146,018  02 
186,462  97 
202,134  43 
180,005  71 
147,627  32 
69,342  68 
66,995  36 
145,923  15 
117,911  19 
169,754  62 
155,494  43 

February 

March 

April 

May 

June 

J uly 

August 

September 

October 

November 

December 

Auditor’s  disbursements  for  fiscal 
year  1871 

$1,729,046  34 
239,736  43 

Warrants  outstanding  Jan.  1, 
1871 

WARRANTS  PAID  BY  TREASURER 1871. 


January  

&138,60p  64 
88,393  66 
-216,302  90 
" 95,662  59 
229,327  23 
178,581  43 
59,025  28 
26,824  42 
51,112  18 
44,259  63 
[,32,466  19 
161,596  42 

February  

March 

April 

May 

June..  

July 

August  

September 

October 

November 

December 

Tieasurer’s  disbursements  for  fiscal 
year  1871 

1,322,161  57 
646  621  20 

Balance  Warrants,  outstanding  Jan. 
1.  1872  ... 

A — 9 
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STATEMENT  C— Continued. 


OUTSTANDING  WARRANTS 1871. 

January  1 

239,736  43 

February  1 

242,503  25 

March  1 

300,127  61 

April  1 

270,287  68 

May  1 ' 

376,759  52 

June.  1 

327,438  00 

July  1 

296,483  89 

August  1 

306,801  29 

September  1 

346,972  23 

October  1 

441,783  20 

November  1 

515,434  76 

December.  1 

Balance  warrants  outstanding  Jan.  1. 

1872  

652,723  19 

$646,621  20 
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STATEMENT  D, 

SHOWING  Transactions  on  account  of  Chickasaw  School 
Fund  and  Interest. 


CHICKASAW  SCHOOL  FUND. 


1871. 
Jan.  1 

Amount  due  this  Fund, 
January  1,  1871 

$815,001  35 

Feb.  6 

Receipts  during  the  fiscal 
Year  1871 

226  38 

Amount  due  this  Fund, 
January  1,  1872 

CHICKASAW  SCHOOL  FUND  INTEREST. 


1871. 
Jan.  1. 

Balance  to  credit  Jan.  1, 
1871  

$ 112,882  50 
32,590  17 
32,609  11 

May  1. 
Nov.  1. 
1871. 

Semi-annual  interest 

Semi-annual  interest.  . . . 

$178,081  7 

Dec.  30. 

Auditor’s  disbursements 
by  warrant  during  fis- 
cal year  1871 

144,288  97 
33,792  81 

Balance  to  credit,  Jan  1, 
1872  

178,081  78 

CHICKASAW  SCHOOL  FUND  INTEREST- 

—auditor’s  warrants. 

1871. 
Jan.  1 

1871. 

Auditor’s  warrants  out- 
standing, Jan.  1,  1871.  . 
Auditor’s  warrants  issued 
during  fiscal  year  1871 . 

$ 76,627  26 
144,288  97 

$220,916  23 

Dec.  30 

Warrants  paid  by  Treas- 
urer, during  fiscal  year, 
1871 

145,721  44 
75,194  79 

Warrants  outstanding 

January  1,  1872 

220,916  23 

STATEMENT  E, 

SHOWING  Transactions  on  account  of  Common  School  Fund. 


COMMON  SCHOOL  FUND. 

Receipts  during  fiscal  year  1870 

Receipts  during  fiscal  year  1871 

$ 210,610  26 
318,854  03 

$ 529,464  29 

Auditor’s  disbursements  by  warrant 

during  fiscal  year  1870 

Auditor’s  disbursements  by  warrant 

during  fiscal  j’ear  1871 

Balance  to  credit,  January  1,  1872.  . . 

4,259  24 

147,624  41 
377.580  64 

529,464  29 

COMMON  SCHOOL  FUND AUDITOR’S  WARRANTS. 

Auditor  warrants  issued  during  fiscal 

year  1870 

Auditor  warrants  issued  during  fiscal 
year  1871 

$ 4,259  24 

147,624  41 

$ 151,883  6u 

Warrants  paid  by  Treasurer  during 

fiscal  year  1870 

Warrants  paid  b}r  Treasurer  during 

fiscal  y ear  1871 

Warrants  outstanding  Jan.  1, 1872.  . . 

3,483  35 

48,992  53 
99,407  77 

151,883  65 

STATEMENT  F, 


SHOWING  the  Indebtedness  of  the  State  of  Mississippi,  on 
the  ls£  of  January , 1872. 


Chickasaw  School  Fund 

$815,227 

73 

Chickasaw  School  Fund  Interest. . . . 

33,792 

81 

Common  School  Fund 

377,580 

64 

Outstanding  Warrants  

646,621 

20 

Certificates  of  Indebtedness  

387,100 

00 

Mississippi  State  Bonds,  series  A . . . 
“ “ “ “ B.  . . 

100,000 

00 

12,900 

00 

Interest  on  B . nds,  series  A 

4,000 

00 

“ « “ “ B 

120 

00 

$2,377,342  38 
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STATEMENT  G, 


SHOWING  Deposits  made  by  Insurance  Companies , under  an 
Act  of  the  Legislature , approved  May  13,  1871. 


1871 

Oct.  2 

The  iEtna  Life  Ins.  Co.  of 

Hartford 

$ 10,000 

00 

Oct.  2. 

The  Globe  Mutual  Life 

Ins.  Co.,  of  New  York . . 

10,000 

00 

Oct.  3. 

The  Liverpool  and  London 

and  Globe  Ins.  Co 

20,000 

00 

Oct.  3. 

The  New  York  Life  Ins. 

Companjr 

20,000 

00 

Oct.  3. 

The  Phoenix  Ins.  Co.  of 

Brooklyn 

20,000 

00 

Oct.  7. 

The  Andes  Ins.  Co.,  of 

Cincinnati 

10,000 

00 

Oct.  9. 

The  Peidmont  and  Arling- 

ton Ins.  Co., of  Virginia. 

20,000 

00 

Oct.  17. 

The  National  Life  Ins. 

Co.  of  U.  S.  America. . . 

20,000 

00 

Nov.  9. 

The  Southern  Life  Ins  Co 

of  Memphis • , 

10,000 

00 

Nov.  10. 

The  Alabama  Gold  Lif 

Ins.  Co.,  of  Mobile. .... 

10,000 

00 

Nov.  17. 

The  Knickerbocker  Life 

Ins.  Co.,  of  New  York. 

10,000 

00 

Nov.  28. 

The  Mound  Cit}^  Mutual 

Life  Ins.  Co., of  St.Louis. 

10,000 

00 

Nov.  30. 

The  America  Life  Ins.  Co., 

of  Philadelphia 

15,000 

00 

Dec.  8. 

The  Carolina  Ins.  Co.,  of 

Memphis 

10,000 

00 

Dec.  29. 

The  St.  Louis  Mutual  Life 

$ 205,000  00 

Tns.  Co.,  of  St.  Louis  . . 

10,000 

00 

Note — This  amount  ($205,000  00)  is  included  in  the  item  of 
outstanding  warrants,  as  given  in  the  statement  of  State  indebt- 


edness* 


ANNUAL  EEPOET 


OF  THE 


SUPERINTENDENT  OF  PUBLIC  EDUCATION. 


To  His  Excellency , the  Governor,  and  the  Honorable  Legisla- 
ture of  the  State  of  Mississippi: 

Gentlemen — In  submitting  the  annual  report  required  by 
law  from  the  Superintendent  of  Public  Education,  permit  me, 
first,  to  call  your  attention  to  a general  view  of  the  present 
condition  of  Public  Education  exhibited  in  the  following  sum- 
mary, which  has  been  carefully  prepared  from  the  reports  of 
school  officers,  and  such  information  as  I have  been  able  to 
obtain  from  other  sources: 


Number  of  Civil  School  Districts.  . . 75 

Number  of  Public  Schools 3,450 

Number  of  Graded  Schools 100 

Number  of  High  Schools  80 

Number  of  Evening  Schools 60 

Number  of  Normal  or  Training  Schools 2 

Number  of  Universities 2 

Number  of  Teachers  employed  in  the  Public 

Schools 3,600 

Number  of  Pupils  enrolled  in  the  Public  Schools.  117,000 

Number  of  Youth  of  legal  school  age  304,762 

Number  of  Students  under  tuition  in  Normal 

Schools  100 

Number  of  Private  Schools 460 

Number  of  Pupils  enrolled  in  Private  Schools  7.050 

Average  Attendance  in  the  Public  Schools.  . 90,000 

Average  length  of  School  Term 5\nos.l0  d’}Ts. 

Number  of  Superintenctents 70 

Number  of  School  Directors 450 

Whole  number  of  School  Officers  (including 

Treasurers  and  Secretaries 659 
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Number  of  School-houses  (including  build- 


ings rented) 3,450 

Number  of  School- houses  built  since  the  in- 
auguration of  our  •school  system  about ....  600 

Total  value  of  Public  School  propert}r $800,000  00 


SCHOOL  FUNDS. 

Amount  of  the  Common  School  Fund  (including 
the  funds  appropriated  under  the  Act  of  1859, 

Chickasaw  and  Sixteenth  Section  Funds,  re- 
garded as  available $1,950,000  00 


Amount  of  revenue  received  and  paid  into  the 
Treasury  from  the  various  sources  provided  by 
the  Constitution  and  laws  enacted  since  its 
adoption,  accruing  to  the  Common  School 

Fund 529,464  29 

Amount  of  Revenue  by  Special  County  Tax  col- 
lected and  paid  into  the  County  Treasury — re- 
ported   , 683,784  19 

Amount  of  the  Common  School  Income  Fund, 

apportioned  to  the  several  counties . . 172,550  35 

Average  monthly  salaries  of  Teachers 50  00 

EXPENDITURES. 

Amount  expended  for  Superintendents’ salaries.  . 35,072  70 

Estimated  amount  expended  for  salaries  and 

mileage  of  School  Directors 50,000  00 

Estimated  amount  expended  for  salaries  of  Secre- 
taries of  the  Boards  of  Directors 6,500  00 

Total  cost  of  the  Boards  of  School  Directors, 

estimated  at 58,000  00 

Estimated  cost,  including  expenditures  of  all  kinds  950,000  00 


These  figures  exhibit  the  outer  operations  of  our  system  of 
public  instruction  since  its  inauguration — a period  of  less  than 
eighteen  months. 

Considering  the  time  and  labor  required  to  organize  the 
system  in  seventy-five  districts,  comprising  sixty-nine  counties 
and  six  incorporated  towns  ; the  unfavorable  circumstances 
existing  at  the  time  of  its  inauguration — the  State  in  tran  i- 
tion  from  the  old  policy  of  government,  under  slavery,  to  the 
new,  under  freedom  ; the  school  policy  adopted  an  experiment, 
crude  in  its  adaptation,  and  necessarily  imperfect  in  its  work- 
ings; the  want  of  that  homogenet}'  of  the  people  so  essential, 
in  a government  like  ours,  to  the  success  of  any  great  public 
measure  or  policy ; viewing  these  considerations  in  all  their 
bearings,  the  foregoing  summary  of  results  presents  a develop- 
ment of  our  educational  scheme  truly  marvelous — a success 
which  must  be  highly  gratifying  to  the  friends  of  popular 
education,  and,  indeed,  to  all  who  earnestly  desire  the  ad- 
vancement of  the  moral,  intellectual  and  material  interests  of 
the  people,  and  the  prosperity  of  our  Commonwealth. 


136 


TABULAR  STATEMENTS. 

“ Statement  A,”  shows  the  expenditures  of  the  Department 
for  the  fiscal  year  ending  December  31,  1871. 

These  expenditures,  including  the  salaries  of  the  Superin- 
tendent, Clerk  and  Secretary  of  the  Board  of  Education,  amount 
to  $10,719  59.  The  Auditor  of  Public  Accounts,  in  his  annual 
statement  of  disbursements,  reports  the  disbursements  on 
account  of  the  Educational  Department  for  the  fiscal  year  to  be 
$13,643  42.  This  apparent  discrepancy  is  accounted  for,  by  the 
fact,  that  bills  amounting  to  $2,923  83  were  among  the  transac- 
tions of  the  Department  for  the  year  1870,  but  were  not  pre- 
sented to  the  Auditor  for  payment  until  1871. 

One  of  the  largest  items  of  expense  is  for  printing,  amount- 
ing, in  the  aggregate,  to  $5,039  26,  a large  part  of  which,  was 
expended  for  printing  School  Registers.  The  schools  of  the 
State  having  been  supplied  with  Registers,  the  printing  expenses 
of  the  Department  will  be  materially  lessened  for  the  next  three 
years. 

“ Statement  B,”  shows  the  amount  of  the  Common  School 
Income  Fund  apportioned  to  each  of  the  several  counties  of 
the  State,  amounting  in  the  aggregate  to  $172,550  35.  This 
includes  onty  the  funds  arising  from  attorneys’  fees,  capitation 
and  privilege  taxes  which  had  been  collected  and  paid  into  the 
State  Treasury  on  the  first  day  of  May.  The  revenue,  accrue- 
ing  to  the  Income  Fund  which  has  been  collected  since  May  1, 
is  placed  to  the  credit  of  the  Fund,  to  be  distributed  with  the 
Income  Fund  for  1872. 

“ Statement  C,”  shows  the  amount  of  the  Chickasaw  School 
Fund  apportioned  and  due  the  several  counties,  comprising  the 
Chickasaw  Cession. 

Appended. to  this  report  will  be  found,  the  following  statis- 
tical tables,  exhibiting  in  detail,  the  local  operation  of  our 
school  system,  and  so  arranged  as  to  present  a comparative 
view  of  the  educational  condition  of  the  several  counties  of 
the  State,  compiled  from  the  statistical  reports  of  County 
Superintendents: 

TABEE  I. 

General  Statistics. 

Statement  showing  the  scholastic  population,  white  and 
colored;  the  number  of  schools,  public  and  private;  number 
of  a primary  grade;  number  of  intermediate  or  grammar 
grade;  number  of  high  schools;  number  of  ungraded  schools. 

TABLE  II. 

Statement  showing  the  whole  number  of  pupils  enrolled  in 
the  public  and  private  schools;  the  number  enrolled  in  the 
several  grades  of  schools;  number  enrolled  in  the  ungraded 
schools;  number  enrolled  in  the  high  schools;  the  average 
school  attendance. 

TABLE  III. 

Statement  showing  the  number  of  teachers  employed  in  the 
public  and  private  schools,  white  and  colored;  the  number  of 
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school-houses;  the  number  of  school-houses  built  during  the 
year  for  both  races;  number  of  buildings  rented  for  school 
purposes;  numbefof  school-sites  purchased;  number  donated; 
number  provided  with  modern  school  furniture  and  apparatus. 

TABLE  IV. 

Financial  Statistics. 

Statement  showing  the  condition  of  the  school  lands;  the 
number  of  acres  of  Sixteenth  Section  Lands  unsold;  number 
sold  or  leased;  amount  of  funds  arising  from  the  sale 
of  Sixteenth  Section  Lands;  amount  due  on  leases  of  School 
Lands;  amount  of  interest  due  on  loans  of  the  School  Funds; 
amount  of  principal  and  interest  collected  and  paid  into  the 
County  Treasury;  amount  of  rent  collected  on  leases  of 
School  Lands;  amount  raised  by  special  county  tax  for 
S;  hool-hoilse  and  Teachers’  Fund;  the  aggregate  value  of 
public  and  private  school  property. 

table  v. 

Financial  Statistics. 

Statement  showing  the  amount  of  the  Chickasaw  Fund 
apportioned  to  the  several  counties  comprising  the  Chickasaw 
Cession;  amount  of  the  Common  School  Income  Fund,  ap- 
portioned each  county;  the  amount  of  the  State  appropriation 
made  under  the  Act  of  1850;  amount  received  from  the 
Peabody  Fund;  amount  of  fines,  license  and  capitation  taxes, 
accruing  to  the  Common  School  Fund,  collected  in  each  county. 

TABLE  VI. 

Financial  Statistics. 

Statement  showing  the  condition  of  the  School  Funds 
arising  from  the  sale  and  rental  of  School  Lands,  and  from 
other  sources,  in  each  county.  This  table  is  designed  to  exhibit, 
in  detail,  the  nature  and  history  of  the  claims  of  the  State 
against  individuals  and  corporations  for  loans  of  School 
Funds,  and  leases  of  School  Lands,  giving  the  date  of  each 
transaction,  thename  of  the  debtor  or  debtors,  the  amount 
of  principal  and  interest  due,  and  whether  secured  or  not.  The 
amount  of  labor  expended,  the  difficulties  encountered,  and 
the  patient  research  required  in  gathering  the  statistics  pre- 
sented in  this  compilation,  will  be  appreciated  by  those  only, 
who  are  most  familiar  with  the  condition  of  the  books,  papers, 
and  records  of  former  school  officers,  and  the  loose  manner  in 
which  their  official  duties  were  performed. 

TABLE  VII. 

Financial  Statistics. 

Statement  showing  the  amount  of  outstanding  claims;  the 
amount  regarded  as  good;  the  amount  regarded  as  worthless; 
the  amount  for  which  suits  have  been  instituted  for  collection ; 
the  amount  due  beneficiaries,  prior  to  July  4,  1870;  total 
amount  of  State  claims. 
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TABLE  VIII. 

Financial  Statistics. 

Expenditures. — Statement  showing  the  amount  expended  in 
purchasing  school-sites,  building  and  rental  of  school-houses; 
purchasing  school  furniture,  apparatus  and  text-books;  amount 
expended  for  salaries  of  Superintendents  and  Teachers. 

TABLE  IX. 

Expenditures. 

Statement  showing  the  amount  expended  for  salaries  and 
mileage  of  school  officers;  amount  expended  for  Surveyors, 
fees;  amount  of  incidental  expenses. 

TABLE  X. 

Statement  showing  the  number  of  Teachers’  Institutes  or- 
ganized; a detailed  account  of  official  labor  performed  by 
County  Superintendents;  and  general  statistical  information 
not  embodied  in  the  foregoing  tables. 

TABLE  XI. 

Summary. 

Statement  giving  a statistical  abstract  of  the  foregoing  tables. 

TABLE  XII. 

General  Statistics. 

Statement  showing  a comparison  of  school  statistics  between 
the  several  States,  compiled  by  the  National  Bureau  of  Educa- 
tion, from  the  most  recent  information. 

The  exhibit  which  Mississippi  makes  in  this  table,  when  we 
take  into  consideration  the  time  her  school  system  has  been  in 
operation,  is  very  flattering,  when  compared  with  other 
Southern  States 

The  statistics  given  in  this  table  are  invaluable  to  the  legis- 
lator, as  well  as  to  every  educator  interested  in  educational 
statistics. 

TABLE  XIII. 

Statement  showing  the  number  of  illiterate  adults  and  minors 
(Chinese  and  Indians  excluded),  in  the  States  where  common 
schools  have  been  maintained  and  public  education  fostered, 
by  appropriate  legislation,  and  the  number  of  homicides  during 
the  }Tear  ending  May  31, 1870,  arranged  from  statistics  com- 
piled b}-  the  National  Bureau  of  Education. 

table  xiv. 

Statement  showing  the  number  of  illiterate  adults  and 
minors  (Chinese  and  Indians  excluded),  in  those  States  where 
common  schools  have  been  wholly  neglected,  or  indifferently 
maintained,  and  the  number  of  homicides  committed  during 
the  year  ending  May  31, 1870,  oaken  from  statistics  compiled 
by  the  National  Bureau  of  Education. 

table  xv. 

Statement  showing  the  ratio  of  illiteracy  and  crime  in  the 
States  where  public  education  has  been  fostered,  and  the  States 
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where  public  education  has  been  neglected  or  indifferently 
maintained,  compiled  by  the  National  Bureau  of  Education. 

The  statistics  presented  in  this,  and  the  preceding  table, 
demonstrate  with  the  unerring  certainty  of  figures, the  relation 
of  cause  to  effect  which  binds  illiteracy  to  crime.  That  in 
proportion  as  public  education  is  encouraged,  and  the  intelli- 
gence of  the  people  advanced,  crime  diminishes. 

These  tables  present,  also,  the  startling  fact,  that  out  of 
8n7,922,  the  total  population  of  our  State,  there  are  312,751 
illiterates,  nearly  , one-half  of  the  entire  population;  that  of 
the  voting  population,  nearly  200,000  are  unable  to  read  the 
ballots  they  cast — upwards  of  ten  thousand  of  whom  are 
whites. 

It  is  estimated,  that  five  years  hence,  this  army  of  ignorant, 
voters  will  receive  over  30,000  recruits  from  the  present  illiter- 
ate minor  population.  Let  the  wise  legislator  pause  to 
reflect  upon  the  overshadowing  ignorance  which  menaces  the 
lives  and  property  of  the  people  with  crime  in  all  its  protean 
forms,  and  with  tho  ultimate  destruction  of  our  republican 
instutions. 

REPORTS  OF  THE  STATE  NORMAL  SCHOOLS,  AND  INSTITUTIONS  FOR 
THE  EDUCATION  OF  THE  BLIND,  AND  DEAF  AND  DUMB. 

The  reports  of  the  Principals  of  the  State  Normal  Schools, 
and  the  Institutions  for  the  education  of  the  Blind,  and  Deaf 
Mutes,  will  be  found  in  their  appropriate  places.  The  Normal 
School  reports  show  a very  gratifying  progress.  These  schools 
are,  at  present,  devoted  exclusive^  to  the  professional  training 
of  colored  teachers.  The  success  of  the  Normal  School  es- 
tablished at  Holly  Springs  is  due  to  the  very  able  management 
of  Prof.  S.  W.  Garman,  the  former  Principal,  and  Miss  M.  E. 
Hunter,  the  present  Principal,  a lady  of  superior  professional 
attainments.  Under  the  tuition  of  these  superior  teachers, 
the  school  compares  favorably,  in  point  of  efficiency  in 
management  and  thoroughness  of  instruction,  with  anjr  similar 
institution  in  the  country. 

The  Normal  School  at  Tougaloo  has  been  conducted  for 
the  past  two  years  under  the  management  of  the  American 
Missionary  Association.  The  Legislature,  at  its  last  session, 
appropriated  the  sum  of  $4,000  for  the  support  of  free  scholar- 
ship at  this  Institution,  upon  the  same  terms  provided  for  the 
Normal  School  at  Holly  Springs.  This  appropriation,  however, 
did  not  go  into  effect  in  time  to  be  available  during  the  year 
1871.  This  school,  under  the  principalship  of  Prof.  Steele,  an 
able  and  experienced  teacher,  with  an  efficient  corps  of  assis- 
tants, is  one  of  the  most  flourishing  schools  in  the  State. 

REPORTS  OF  COUNTY  SUPERINTENDENTS. 

The  following  instructions,  relating  to  County  Superinten- 
dent’s reports,  were  issued  in  December  last: 

Department  of  Education,  ) 

Superintendent’s  Office,  December,  1871.  j 

The  time  having  arrived  for  County  Superintendents  to  make 
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their  annual  reports,  attention  is  called  to  the  importance  of 
exercising  great  dilligenee  and  accuracy,  in  making  up  the 
tibular  statistics  required  in  the  form  furnished  by  the  De- 
partment. 

The  statistics  should  embrace  the  entire  period  from  the 
organization  of  the  free  public  school  system  to  the  present  time. 

Superintendents  will  take  especial  pains  to  solicit  reports 
from  private  schools,  academies,  and  seminaries,  located  in 
their  districts,  and  obtain,  if  possible,  the  statistics  required  in 
the  printed  tabular  form  under  the  head  of  “Private  Schools;” 
also,  a brief  history  of  such  schools  and  institutions,  which  will 
be  embodied  in  their  narrative  report. 

Special  pains  should  be  taken  with  the  narrative  portion  of 
the  report,  by  furnishing  a full  and  complete  history  of  the  free 
school  system  since  its  inauguration  in  the  county;  the  educa- 
tional condition  of  the  county  prior  to  the  establishment  of  the 
new  system;  the  obstacles  and  difficulties  encountered;  methods 
adopted  to  overcome  them;  public  sentiment  relating  to  popu- 
lar education ; their  views  in  regard  to  schools,  teachers,  and 
general  management;  changes  or  modifications  of  the  present 
school  law  necessary  to  secure  a more  vigorous  and  effective 
county  system  of  education,  and  any  other  suggestions  per- 
taining to  the  educational  interests  of  the  county  and  State, 
they  may  deem  proper  to  make. 

it  is  very  essential  that  these  reports  should  be  full  and 
elaborate,  as  they  are  to  constitute  the  material  and  data  from 
which  the  State  Superintendent  is  to  make  his  first  annual  re- 
port. 

The  public  interests  demand  that  this  report  should  present 
complete  and  reliable  statistics,  and  the  actual  educational 
status  of  the  State. 

Superintendents  will  proceed,  without  delay,  to  make  their 
reports,  and  forward  the  same  promptly  to  this  Department. 

H.  R.  PEASE, 

Superintendent  of  Public  Education. 

Of  the  sixty-nine  County  Superintendents,  fift3'-three  only, 
haa^e  furnished  the  Department  with  the  reports  required  by 
law.  Some  of  these  officers  were  very  dilatory  in  forwarding  their 
reports,  and  others  failed  to  comply  with  the  instructions  rela- 
ting to  the  subject  matter  required,  evincing  a disposition 
to  shirk  the  research  and  labor  necessary  to  prepare  a full  and 
complete  report.  Sixteen  County  Superintendents  have  either 
failed  to  make  their  annual  reports,  or  neglected  to  forward  them 
in  time  to  be  incorporated  in  this  report.  This  inexcusable 
neglect  and  dilatoriness  of  duty  on  the  part  of  Superintendents, 
has  been  a source  of  great  embarrassment,  rendering  it  impos- 
sible for  me  to  prepare  my  report  with  that  degree  of  elabo- 
rateness I desired,  and  which  its  importance  would  seem  to 
demand,  and,  besides,  in  consequence  of  this  neglect  and 
delay,  I have  been  unable  to  transmit  to  your  honorable  body, 
the  report  of  the  Department  within  the  time  prescribed  by  law. 

It  affords  me  pleasure,  however,  to  make  favorable  mention 
of  many  of  these  officers,  and  indeed,  I may  say,  the  majority 
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of  them,  for  the  thoroughness  and  promptness  displayed  in 
complying  with  my  instructions. 

Their  reports  exhibit  a most  commendable  earnestness  and 
faithfulness  in  the  discharge  of  their  official  duties,  and  a very 
gratifying  statement  of  results. 

These  reports  present  the  very  encouraging  fact,  that  in 
many  localities,  where*at  the  outset,  the  people  were  most  indif- 
ferent, and  the  greatest  opposition  prevailed,  in  some  instances 
developing  itself  in  open  hostility,  through  the  judicious  and 
efficient  management  of  the  County  Superintendents,  the  free 
school  system  has  become  popular  among  the  people,  and  those 
who  were  at  first  most  prominent  in  their  opposition,  are  now 
earnest  advocates  of  popular  education. 

In  many  counties  the  system  has  attained  a degree  of  vigor- 
ous development  and  progress,  taking  into  consideration  the 
time  it  has  been  in  operation,  and  all  the  circumstances,  unpar- 
alleled in  the  history  of  any  state  or  country. 

It  is  hoped  that  these  reports  will  be  generally  read.  They 
contain  much  valuable  information  relating  to  the  working  of 
our  system.  Its  merits  and  defects  are  presented  from  the 
stand-point  of  experience.  The  obstacles  overcome,  and  those 
that  still  remain,  obstructing  the  progress  of  the  system,  and  the 
difficulties  attending  the  local  administration  of  school  affairs, 
are  clearly  set  forth.  Many  timely  and  pertinent  suggestions 
are  made  relating  to  modifications  and  improvements  needed 
in  our  present  system,  in  order  to  secure  a more  economic 
administration,  and  greater  efficiency  to  the  educational  forces 
employed. 

The  attention  of  your  Honorable  body  is  especially  called  to 
the  suggestions  contained  in  these  reports,  relating  to  modifica- 
tions needed  in  the  present  plan  of  County  Supervision. 

SCHOOL  POLICY. 

The  attention  of  the  Honorable  Legislature  is  respectfully 
called  to  the  following  important  considerations  relating  to  our 
school  policy. 

There  is  no  one  feature  of  our  present  State  polity  that  re- 
flects greater  wisdom  and  statesmanship,  than  the  broad  and 
comprehensive  foundation  laid,  upon  which  to  erect  an  educa- 
tional superstructure.  It  was  clearly  the  intention  and  aim  of 
the  framers  of  the  Constitution,  as  well  as  the  understanding 
of  the  people,  when  they  adopted  it  as  the  organic  law, 
that  the  means  not  only  for  instruction  in  the  elements 
of  knowledge  should  be  extended  to  every  child,  but  that 
the  superstructure  should  embrace  a high  and  broad  range  of 
educational  facilities  ; that  the  highest  and  humblest  youth — 
the  sons  and  daughters  of  the  wealthiest  and  poorest  citi- 
zens of  the  State  should  have  equal  public  advantages  for  the 
acquisition  of  knowledge,  from  the  simplest  primary  school  in- 
struction uptothe  University;  that  the  system  of  administration 
should  be  conducted  on  a broad  catholic  basis,  void  of  any  and 
all  partizan  or  sectarian  privileges  or  purposes;  that  it  should  be 
efficient,  economic,  and  uniform  in  its  operations.  These  ob- 
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* jects  and  aims  are  fully  set  forth  in  Section  1,  Article  8,  of  the 
Constitution,  which  reads  as  follows : 

“As  the  stability  of  a republican  form  of  government 
depends  mainly  upon  the  intelligence  and  virtue  of  the 
people,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Legislature  to  encour- 
age, by  all  suitable  means,  the  promotion  of  intellectual,  scien- 
tific, moral  and  agricultural  improvement,  by  establishing  a 
uniform  system  of  free  public  schools,  by  taxation  or  other- 
wise, for  all  children  between  the  ages  of  five  and  twenty- one 
years,  and  shall,  as  soon  as  practicable,  establish  schools  of 
higher  grade.” 

In  accordance  with  the  requirements  of  the  Constitution, 
the  Superintendent  of  Public  Education  submitted  to  the 
Legislature  of  1870,  a plan  for  the  organization  and  mainte- 
nance of  a system  of  public  education,  which,  in  his  judgment, 
embodied  a policy  in  keeping  with  the  design  of  the  Constitu- 
tion. The  plan  proposed  met  with  much  opposition.  Lengthy 
and  elaborate  State  papers  controverting  the  system  recom- 
mended were  written,  and  various  conflicting  views  as  to  the 
school  policy  to  be  adopted  obtained. 

There  were  those  who  held  public  education  in  the  light 
of  a public  eleemosynary  institution,  designed  only  for 
the  elementary  instruction  of  indigent  children.  Others,  ad- 
vocated theories  long  since  exploded — they  would  have  disin- 
terred the  dead  and  forgotten  ideas  of  a century’s  sepulture, 
in  other  words,  they  advocated  the  adoption  of  a policy  that 
would  have  placed  Mississippi  where  Pennsylvania  and  Massa- 
chusetts were,  fifty  or  an  hundred  years  ago. 

Another  class  of  theorists — earnest  in  tueir  advocacy  of 
free  schools,  but  who  could  see  no  excellence  in  an}'  system, 
save  that  adopted  in  each  of  their  own  native  States.  There 
were  those  who  conceived  the  idea  of  transplanting  the  Penn- 
sylvania system;  others,  that  of  Ohio,  Indiana,  and  Prussia, 
and  an  attempt  was  even  made  to  resurrect  the  Mississippi 
system  of  1846.  As  a natural  sequence  to  this  state  of  legisla- 
tion, a policy  was  finall}r  adopted,  which  contained,  to  a greater 
or  less  extent,  features  of  all  the  above  mentioned  views. 

From  my  experience,  in  attempting  to  execute  the  law,  I ven- 
ture the  assertion,  that  in  all  the  history  of  legislation,  there 
never  was  a statute  enacted,  that  was  so  difficult  of  construc- 
tion, so  ambiguous  in  its  terms,  and  conflicting  in  itself,  and 
with  other  laws  in  force. 

At  the  last  session,  under  the  revision  of  the  general  laws  of 
the  State,  certain  modifications  were  enacted  in  the  school  law, 
making  it  conform  with  other  general  laws.  The  law  as  it 
now  stands,  contains  many  excellent  features,  and  would 
operate  successfully  in  Ohio  or  Massachusetts.  The  experience 
of  the  last  twelve  months  shows,  that  notwithstanding  we 
have  succeeded  in  establishing  a large  number  of  schools,  the 
■work  has  been  accomplished  at  the  expense  of  an  enormous 
and  wholly  unnecessary  outlay  of  labor  and  money.  The 
machinery  is  too  cumbersome  and  complicated.  The  present 
system  fails  in  its  scope,  and  lacks  the  essential  conditions  Of 
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a permanent  success,  viz:  A well  regulated  sj^stem  of  raising 

and  managing  the  school  revenues,  and  a comprehensive  plan 
of  supervision. 

SUPERVISION. 

Supervision,  in  all  kinds  of  co-operative  work  and  business 
enterprises,  is  acknowledged  to  be  an  essential  condition  of 
success. 

The  employment  of  one  or  more  persons  to  exercise  super- 
visory control,  who  are  thoroughly  conversant  with  the  system 
of  conducting  the  business;  familiar  with  the  work  in  all  its 
details,  whether  of  a manufacturing,  agricultural,  or  commer- 
cial character,  is  regarded  by  all  thorough  business  men  as  not 
not  only  essential  to  success,  but  a measure  of  econom}T — a 
saving  of  motive  power — adapting  means  to  ends,  and  a protec- 
tion against  deception  and  fraud.  In  the  employment  of  these 
supervisory  agencies,  men  are  selected  to  till  the  various  offi- 
ces, such  as  Superintendents,  Inspectors,  Foremen,  etc.,  with  spe- 
cial reference  to  their  fitness,  skill,  and  competency.  No  railroad 
corporation  would  entertain  a proposition  to  emplo}^  a clergy- 
man, or  physician,  however  learned  they  might  be  in  their  re- 
spective professsions,  to  fill  the  position  of  chief  engineer,  or 
Superintendent,  on  the  ground  that  their  services  could  be  pro- 
cured for  a less  salary  than  a professional  engineer,  or  a person 
of  extensive  knowledge  and  experience  in  railroad  business. 
Neither  would  a commercial  or  banking  institution  place  their 
interests  in  the  hands  of  a person  wholly  unacquainted  with 
financial  or  commercial  operations,  nor  trust  the  supervisory 
management  to  one  who  may  have  had  some  experience,  and 
possess  a general  knowledge  of  the  business,  and  would  occa- 
sionally devote  a leisure  dajq  and  such  odd  times  as  he  might 
spare  from  other  business,  to  its  demands,  and  would  even 
render  such  service  gratuitously.  Such  a policy  would  be  re- 
regarded as  insuring  utter  failure  and  inevitable  bankruptcy. 
The  rule  that  competent  supervision  is  absolutely  necessaiy  to 
success;  that  remunerative  salaries,  such  as  will  secure  the 
highest  order  of  talent,  operates  not  only  as  a safeguard,  but 
essentially  an  economic  policy,  is  universally  acknowledged 
and  adopted  in  the  business  world.  This  rule  is  eminently  ap- 
plicable to  the  successful  management  of  public  education.  As 
in  the  system  of  ordinary  business  operations,  the  jurisdiction 
and  controlling  power  of  supervisory  agencies  are  made  as  ex- 
tensive and  complete  as  is  consistent  to  safety,  with  only  such 
checks  as  will  insure  protection  against  fraud. 

So  should  the  system  of  school  supervision  be  conducted. 
In  this  particular,  our  system  of  State  and  county  supervision 
is  very  defective.  The  law  imposes  the  grave  responsibility  of 
superintending  the  public  schools,  and  general  educational  in- 
terests, upon  the  State  Superintendent.  It  demands  of  him 
the  carrying  forward  the  established  system — the  successful 
promotion  of  the  educational  interests  of  the  State.  Besides, 
requires  a guaranty  of  twenty  thousand  dollars  for  the  faithful 
discharge  of  these  duties,  while  the  law,  as  it  now  stands,  gives 


144 


him  no  positive  control.  He  is  made  President  of  the  State 
Board  of  Education,  a very  honorable  position  indeed,  but  with 
no  voice,  except  in  the  case  of  a tie  vote.  The  Board,  consist- 
ing, as  it  does,  of  the  Secretary  of  State  and  Attorney-General, 
however  much  interested  they  ma}-  be  in  the  cause  of  education, 
the  official  duties  devolving  upon  them,  in  their  respective  de- 
partments, necessarily  prevent  them  from  devoting  the  time 
and  attention  necessary  to  the  successful  supervision  of  the 
educational  interests  of  the  State. 

The  framers  of  our  Constitution  deserve  great  commendation 
for  the  w'ise  statesmanship  exhibited  in  providing  for  the  es- 
tablishment of  our  public  schools,  and,  especially,  for  the  emi- 
nently practical  plan  devised  for  State  and  county  supervision. 
If  there  is  any  one  feature  in  the  educational  polity  incorpora- 
ted, in  that  instrument  which,  above  all  others,  should  entitle  it 
to  rare  merit,  it  is  the  plan  of  supervision  I am  clearly  of  the 
opinion,  that  the  State  Board  was  ostensibly  created  and  de- 
signed as  a commission  to  exercise  a supervisory  control  of  the 
Common  School  Fund.  The  difficulty  is  not,  therefore,  in  the 
Constitution,  but  with  the  policy  adopted  in  subsequent  legis  - 
lation.  The  argument  raised  when  the  school  law  was  framed, 
that,  to  place  the  entire  supervision  of  the  public  school  system 
of  the  State  in  the  hands  of  one  officer,  is  an  unwarrantable  cen- 
tralization of  power;  that  there  must  needs  be,  therefore,  some 
check  imposed  upon  the  Superintendent,  is,  abstractly  consid- 
ered, very  plausible,  and  not  without  some  force.  But  I se- 
riously doubt  the  practicability  of  the  remedy  adopted.  If  the 
plan  of  selecting  two  State  officers  to  watch  the  transactions  of 
a third  was  a w'ise  polio}",  subserving  a great  public  interest, 
why  was  it  not  adopted,  and  made  applicable  to  each  of  the 
other  Departments  of  the  Executive  branch  of  the  Government? 

The  present  s}Tstem  of  county  supervision  is  even  more 
defective.  Under  the  existing  law,  the  office  of  County  Super- 
intendent is  practically  a nullity.  This  officer  is  made  Presi- 
dent of  a Board  of  School  Directors,  wrho  exercise  a super- 
visory control  of  the  school  interests  of  the  county;  the  Super- 
intendent having  no  power  or  voice  in  supervision,  save  that  of 
examining  teachers,  and  casting  a vote  incase  of  a tie.  The 
Board  of  Directors,  are,  to  a greater  or  less  extent,  under  the 
control  of  the  Board  of  Supervisors;  appointed  by  them,  and 
holding  office  at  their  will  and  pleasure.  Thus,  we  have  three 
distinct  agents,  the  Board  of  Supervisors,  Board  of  Directors, 
and  County  Superintendent,  employed  in  supervising  the  schools 
of  the  county,  and  this,  too,  at  an  enomous  outlay  of  time 
and  money.  The  six  School  Directors  receive  three  dollars 
per  diem,  and  mileage  at  the  rate  of  ten  cents  per  mile;  the 
Board  of  Supervisors,  consisting  of  six  members,  receive  six 
dollars  each  per  day,  and  ten  cents  mileage;  the  Superintend- 
ent five  dollars  per  da}",  the  Circuit  and  Chancery  Clerks  three 
dollars  per  day.  All  this  complicated  and  expensive  machinery 
is  wholly  unnecessary.  The  supervision  of  the  public  school 
interests  can  be  performed  b}7-  the  County  Superintendent  much 
more  efficiently,  and  at  less  than  one-half  the  expense  of  the 
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present  system.  Besides,  this  would  be  carrying  out  the 
intent  or  spirit  of  the  Constitution,  relating  to  school  supervis- 
ion. As  a measure  of  econom}7,  to  sa}7  nothing  of  efficiency, 
the  abolition  of  the  Board  of  School  Directors,  and  the  repeal 
of  every  cumbersome  feature  of  the  present  school  law  regu- 
lating the  county  system  of  supervision  commends  itself  to 
every  practical  educator,  and  every  wise  legislator. 

The  main  source  of  complaint  against  our  public  school  sys- 
tem, arises  from  the  inefficiency,  and  absolutely  burdensome 
cost  of  conducting  the  present  system  of  county  supervision. 
Apply  the  common  sense  rules  which  secure  success  in  all 
properly  managed  business  concerns,  to  the  management  of  the 
county  school  system,  and  it  will  at  once  remove  the  principal 
cause  of  complaint  and  insure  success. 

On  no  one  agenc}7  does  the  success  of  our  public  school 
s}7stem  so  fully  depend,  as  upon  efficient  management,  under  a 
system  of  county  supervision  or  inspection.  To  secure  this, 
live,  earnest,  and  thoroughly  competent  men,  only,  should  be 
intrusted  with  its  responsible  duties.  A fair,  liberal,  and  suffi- 
cient^7 remunerative  salary  should  be  paid,  such  as  will  make 
it  an  inducement  for  men  of  talent,  and  sterling  worth  to  en- 
gage in  the  work.  Salaried  count}7,  city,  and  district  Supervi- 
sors is  no  longer  an  experiment.  It  has  been  adopted  in 
twenty-four  States  and  territories  as  a settled  policy,  and  it  is 
recommended  by  all  the  leading  educators  in  the  country. 
After  several  States  had  adopted  it,  the  popular  cry  of  “unnec- 
essary expense,”  “burdensome  taxes,”  was  raised,  and,  in  con- 
sequence of  this,  the  plan  was  for  a time  abandoned;  at  length, 
broader,  more  liberal  and  enlightened  views  prevailed,  and  it  was 
permanently  re-adopted.  Its  merits  had  been  fairly  tested,  and 
found  to  be,  not  only  a measure  of  public  economy,  but  abso- 
lutely indispensable  to  the  successful  administration  of  a sys- 
tem of  public  education.  The  theory  of  public  economy  in 
school  management,  which  obtained  in  the  early  history  of 
common  schools  in  this  country,  that  of  employing  some 
broken-down  clergyman,  who  perhaps,  had  retired  from  his 
profession,  but  whose  services  as  school  examiner  could  be 
procured  at  a mere  nominal  cost  to  the  county  or  township;  or 
that  of  the  gratuitous  services  of  some  philanthropic  physician, 
lawyer,  or  other  person,  who  would  devote  the  odds  and  ends  of 
their  spare  hours  from  professional  or  other  duties  to  school 
inspection,  is  now  discarded,  particularly  in  those  States  where 
the  most  vigorous  and  efficient  system  of  common  school  edu- 
cation exists.  Experience  has  taught  and  demonstrated  that 
such  a system  of  supervision  is  nowise  economical,  but 
rather,  in  the  end,  the  most  expensive — that  it  is  worse  than 
worthless. 

In  the  employment  of  county  or  district  Superintendents, 
men  should  be  selected  with  special  reference  to  their  qualifi- 
cations for  this  most  important  supervisory  work.  They  should 
be  paid  such  a salary  as  will  enable  them  to  devote  their  whole 
time  and  energies  to  the  business. 
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The  Hon.  H.  B.  Wilson,  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction 
of  the  State  of  Minnesota,  in  his  very  able  report  for  1870,  says: 

“Long  experience  in  those  States  where  the  County  Super- 
intendency system  has  been  tested,  as  well  as  in  our  own,  proves, 
beyond  controversy,  the  effieienc}"  of  the  plan  of  school  man- 
agement; and  where  the  entire  time  of  the  officer  is  devoted  to 
school  supervision , its  efficiency  is  best  displayed,  and  the  office 
best  sustained .” 

I have  italicized  the  last  clause  because  it  exactly  coincides 
with  my  views. 

If  we  would  secure  efficiency  and  permanency,  or  de- 
velop any  degree  of  excellence  in  our  system  of  public  instruc- 
tion, it  can  onl}^  be  accomplished  through  efficient  local  super- 
vision. This  we  cannot  expect  to  have  without  paying  for  it. 

The  only  class  of  men  fit  for  this  important  trust,  are 
such  as  represent  the  intelligence  of  the  county — men  of  high 
moral  standing,  who,  not  only  possess  such  educational  quali- 
fications as  will  command  the  respect  of  the  teachers,  and  ena- 
ble them  to  act  as  counsellors  and  instructors;  but  they  should 
possess  superior  judgment,  and  business  qualifications  and  a ca- 
pacity to  manage  the  financial  affairs  of  the  system.  Men  of  such 
qualifications  cannot  afford  to  devote  their  talents,  time  and  en- 
ergies to  public  business  without  reasonable  compensation.  To 
command  their  services,  the  public  are  obliged  to  compete  with 
the  inducements  offered  in  private  enterprises.  “ The  laborer 
is  worthy  of  his  hire.” 

To  pay  salaries  that  will  induce  such  a class  of  men  to  de- 
vote their  whole  time,  talents  and  energies  to  the  work  of 
supervision,  is  a measure  of  economy,  to  say  nothing  of 
efficiency,  that  does  not  admit  of  controversy. 

The  Hon.  Newton  Bateman,  of  Illinois,  one  of  the  most  dis- 
tinguished educators  in  our  country,  in  speaking  of  the  subject 
of  County  Superintendency,  says: 

“Fair  wages  and  strict  accountability  is  the  maxim  that 
should  control  in  all  public  affairs.  No  man  more  honestly 
earns  his  pay  than  a qualified  and  faithful  County  Superintend- 
ent of  Schools.  Ij  any  are  incompetent  and  unfaithful , that  is 
no  argument  against  the  reasonable  pay  of  those  who  are  worthy 
and  ivell  qualified.  I proclaim  again , that  County  Superin- 
tendency is  the  right  arm  of  our  school  system,  its  strongest 
living  element  of  power;  the  most  closely  identified  with  its 
future  progress  and  development.  No  more  disastrous  blow 
could,  be  aimed  at  the  system  than  one  directed  at  the  life  of  the 
Super  intendency . Let  the  right  man  be  chosen  in  every  county, 
and  the  thought  of  such  an  assault  could  not  be  entertained.'’  ’ 

Under  the  present  law,  regulating  county  supervision,  the 
Country  Superintendent  has  no  positive  control  in  the  manage- 
ment of  the  educational  affairs  of  the  county,  and  with  little  or 
no  responsibility,  in  a legal  point  of  view.  And  besides,  the 
salary  allowed  is  entirely  inadequate.  No  supervising  officer 
can  afford  to  devote  the  time  and  attention  necessary  to  a 
faithful  performance  of  the  duties  of  the  office  for  the  pay 
allowed.  Several  of  our  best  Superintendents  have  already 
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resigned,  assigningas  a reason,  that  to  perform  the  duties  of  the 
office  properly  and  faithfully,  would  require  nearly  or  quite  all 
of  their  time,  and  the  meagre  compensation  allowed  necessitates  a 
pecuniaiy  sacrifice  they  are  unable  to  make.  A number  of  others, 
among  whom,  are  some  of  our  most  efficient  officers,  wilPresign 
unless  the  present  system  of  supervision  shall  be  changed,  and  a 
reasonable  salary  paid  for  their  services.  I am  fully  satisfied, 
that  the  interests  of  public  education  require  a change  in  the 
present  system  of  county  supervision.  The  County  Superin- 
tendent should  have  a general  supervisory  control  of  the  pub- 
lic schools  of  the  county,  subject  to  such  limitations' 
and  checks  only,  as  will  insure  the  public  interests  against 
deception  and  fraud.  He  should  be  required  to  give  a bond  in 
the  sum  of  not  less  than  ten  thousand  dollars,  as  a guarantee 
for  the  faithful  discharge  of  the  duties  of  the  office,  and  be 
subject  to  a severe  penalty  for  willful  neglect  of  duty. 

It  is  recommended  that  there  be  three  grades  of  salaries 
established,  based  upon  scholastic  population.  Counties  con- 
taining a population  not  exceeding  three  thousand  youth  of 
legal  school  age,  to  constitute  the  lowest  grade  of  salary;  those 
containing  not  less  than  three,  nor  more  than  seven  thousand, 
to  constitute  the  second  grade;  and  all  over  seven  thousand,  to 
constitute  the  first  grade.  In  addition  to  the  regular  yearly 
salary,  each  Superintendent  to  be  allowed  one  hundred  dollars 
extra  for  every  thousand  pupils  over  and  above  fifty  per  cent, 
of  the  entire  scholastic  population  who  shall  have  received 
instruction  in  the  public  schools  .of  the  county  for  a period  of 
four  months.  This  will  operate  as  an  incentive  to  secure  a 
large  and  regular  attendance. 

SUPERVISION  OF  THE  SCHOOL  LANDS  AND  FUNDS. 

The  Government  of  the  United  States  has,  from  time  to 
time,  since  1802,  donated  lands  to  the  State  for  educational  pur- 
poses— amounting  in  the  aggregate  to  nearly  one  million  acres. 
The  State  was  made,  by  an  act  of  Congress,  the  trustee  of 
this  munificent  endowment,  and  the  Legislature  authorized  to 
adopt  such  a policy  of  management,  as  in  its  wisdom  would 
best  subserve  the  educational  interests  of  the  people. 

The  Legislature  accordingly  adopted  a system  of  township 
and  county  supervision.  The  office  of  Township  Trustee  was 
created  for  the  management  of  that  class  of  school  lands 
known  as  the  “ Sixteenth  Section  Lands.”  These  Trustees, 
and  the  County  Boards  of  Police,  were  authorized,  upon  the 
request  of  a majority  of  the  resident  heads  of  families  in  each 
township  (in  many  townships,  one  or  two  planters  constituted 
the  onl}'  heads  of  families  wdio  had  any  voice  in  the  matter),  to 
lease  the  lands  to  the  highest  bidder,  for  a term  of  ninety- nine 
years.  In  payment  for  such  sales  or  leases,  they  were  author- 
ized to  receive  promissory  notes  and  bonds.  The  proceeds 
arising  from  such  sales  or  leases  were  required  to  be  appro- 
priated to  the  purchasing  of  stock  in  the  Planters  Bank  of 
the  State  of  Mississippi,  and  the  dividends  or  interest  arising 
from  such  investment  to  be  appropriated  for  school  purposes. 
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Large  amounts  of  the  School  Funds  were  thus  invested,  the 
sequel  of  which,  the  people  of  the  State  are  familiar.  The 
policy  adopted  is  further  exemplified  in  the  reports  made  to 
Governor  Brown,  in  1845,  in  reply  to  a circular  letter  issued 
by  him,  addressed  to  county  officers,  and  others,  instituting  an 
inquiry  concerning  the  condition  of  the  School  Lands  and  Funds. 

Mr.  Wm.  M.  Williams,  writing  under  date  of  December  19, 
1845,  makes  this  report  from  Rankin  county  : 

“ The  Sixteenth  Section  in  township  five,  range  three,  a part 
of  Brandon,  by  a previous  act  of  the  Legislature,  vested  in 
the  Trustees  of  the  Brandon  Acadeni}';  sales  were  made  of 
lots  on  it,  and  nominally^  large  amounts  promised  therefor; 
whether  paid  or  not,  I cannot  tell.  If  paid,  I do  not  know  to 
what  use  applied.  Both  academies,  male  and  female,  are  con- 
veyed in  trust  to  persons  for  the  pretended  or  real  loans  of 
money  for  their  erection.  I have  been  sending  to  school  in 
Brandon,  since  1837,  and  have  paid  from  $2  00  to  $3  50  per 
month  all  the  time,  and  know  of  none  who  have  fared 
better.  That  many  persons  claiming  lots  and  enjoying  the 
benefit  thereof,  which  were  never  paid  for,  I do  not  doubt.  The 
part  of  the  Sixteenth  Section  which  has  not  been  sold,  is  free 
to  all  that  will  to  pillage  for  fire-wood  and  any  other  timber 
they  want.  The  law  spoken  of  having  taken  all  authority 
from  the  Board  of  Police,  and  the  resident  heads  of  families 
and  trustees  of  the  academies,  some  dead,  some  moved  off,  and 
the  balance  taking  no  action  in  relation  to  it.  Sixteenth  Sec- 
tion, township  five,  range  two,  part  has  been  sold,  and  there 
are  deposited  in  the  Police  Court  bonds,  etc.,  for  money,  of 
wdiich  some  of  the  parties  have  gone  the  way  of  all  flesh , and 
others  to  Texas,  and  some  insolvent,  and  a few  probably  good 
for  the  amount  if  any  action  were  taken;  but  as  the  principal 
heads  of  families  will  not  act,  and  the  Judge  of  Probate  has  not 
acted,  it  has  never  been  any  benefit  to  schools  in  the  townships. 

“ It  is  probable  there  are,  and  I think  there  are,  a few  other 
sixteenth  Sections,  the  trustees  of  which  are  trying  to  do  right; 
but  the  balance  are  managed  most  wretchedly,  and  not  worth 
one  cent  towards  schooling  the  children. 

Very  few  of  the  trustees  ever  gave  bond  or  took  the  oath  of 
office;  and  instead  of  managing  for  the  rising  or  coming  gene- 
ration, are  managing  for  self,  son-in-law,  John,  Dick,  cousin 
Tom,  Dick  or  Harry,  etc.,  etc.  Some  have  never  undergone  the 
ruinous  care  of  any  superintendence,  and,  except  being  pillaged 
for  timber,  which  some  of  them  on  Pearl  river  are  best  off'. 
Would  it  not  be  well  to  make  it  penal,  and  inflict  a severe  pun- 
ishment on  such  trespassers?  Many  of  the  Sixteenth  Sections 
and  parts  of  them  have  been  sold,  and  not  one  cent  paid  for 
them;  the  purchasers  selling  to  third  persons,  and  receiving 
pay,  and,  in  some  instances,  large  prices,  and  running  off,  and 
the  townships  never  received  one  cent.’7 

Holmes  county  reports  $14,255  00,  money  realized  on  sales 
of  lands,  but  nothing  is  said  about  schools,  and  the  probabilities 
are  that  the  money  was  loaned-out  to  “Torn,  Dick,  and  Harry,” 
and  lost. 
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From  Milldale,  Warren  county,  a petition  was  sent  to  the 
Governor,  in  December,  1845,  signed  by  twelve  leading  citizens, 
whp  protested  seriously  against  the  bad  management  of  their 
Sixteenth  Section  Fund.  They  say: 

“Sir:  We  have  urged  the  Board  of  Police  of  this  county 
upon  this  subject,  and  they  will  not  act  for  us.  Sir,  we  have 
a population  sufficient  to  form  a Board  of  Trustees;  but  those 
of  this  population  who  would  act  as  Trustees,  are  poor,  and 
cannot  give  a sufficient  bond  for  their  performance,  as  the  law 
requires  Trustees  should  give.  We  are  as  bad  off  as  though 
we  had  not  a sufficient  population  to  form  a Board  of  Trustees; 
and  those  of  this  population  who  could  give  a sufficient  bond, 
have  already  been  Trustees,  or  purchasers  of  the  Sixteenth 
Section.  We  learn  from  W.  B.  Fears,  who  was  one  of  the 
Trustees  of  this  Sixteenth  Section,  that  in  the  month  of  Juty, 
1836,  that  himself,  N.  L.  Mathews,  L.  A.  Ward,  John  Rogers, 
and  S.  G.  Parks  were  appointed  by  the  Board  of  Police  of  this 
county  as  Trustees,  and  they  got  an  order  from  the  Board  of 
Police  to  have  it  sold,  and  that  it  was  sold  for  twenty-six  thou- 
sand and  twenty-five  dollars.  It  was  bought  b}^  W.  Adams 
and  John  Purvis,  who  were  able  to  make  the  paj^ments  when 
the  money  became  due,  but  did  not  make  them;  so  the  Trustees 
sued  them  upon  their  notes,  and  got  a judgment  for  the  money; 
and,  after  judgment  was  obtained,  it  appears  that  the  purchasers, 
Adams  and  Purvis,  came  to  a compromise  with  the  said 
Trustees,  and  that  the  said  Purvis  and  Adams  did  pay  to  N. 
L.  Matthews  one  of  the  said  notes  (five  thousand  dollars)  for 
that  compromise.  This  we  have  from  Mr.  John  Adams,  who 
states  to  us  that  he  himself  did  pay  to  N.  L.  Matthew's  the 
money  for  the  compromise,  and  if  so,  Matthew's  must  have 
kept  it,  for  he  has  never  employed  a school-teacher,  nor  has 
there  ever  been  a township  school  in  the  township.  Also,  the 
former  purchasers,  Adams  and  Purvis,  have  been,  and  are  still, 
using  the  best  timber  for  rails  and  boards  off  of  the  Sixteenth 
Section.  Also,  Adams  has  in  cultivation  some  fifty  or  sixty 
acres  of  it,  and  has  had  ever  since  he  purchased  it.” 

George  G.  Skipwith,  President  Board  of  Police,  Issaquena 
county,  writes  as  follows: 

“The  school  lands  on  the  front  have  all  been  sold,  and  are 
valuable.  I do  not  know  the  number  of  sections  unsold, 
There  is  not  a school  in  this  county  supported  in  whole  or  in 
part  by  the  School  Fund.  I understand  that  a large  amount  of 
timber  has  been  taken  from  some  of  the  school  sections,  and  I 
have  requ  'sted  the  members  of  the  Board  of  Police,  residing 
there,  to  put  a stop  to  the  evil. 

“With  the  highest  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

“ George  G.  Skipwith 

“ President  Board  of  Police , Issaquena  County .” 

J.  H.  Leigh,  of  Yalobusha  county,  reports  as  follows: 

“ I regret  it  is  not  in  my  power  to  give  satisfactory  answers  to 
any  of  the  five  questions  you  have  submitted.  The  School  Com- 
missioners are  not  required  to  return  to  the  Police  court  an  ac- 
count of  their  proceedings, so  as  to  furnish  any  data  upon  whichto 
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give  you  information.  I do  not  believe  the  Sixteenth  Sections 
have  generally  been  managed  so  as  to  be  of  much  benefit  to  the 
School  Fund.  I know  of  but  two  where  the  proceeds  have  yet 
been  of  any  benefit.  I believe  the  Sixteenth  Sections  have  gen- 
erally been  sold  where  the  lands  were  worth  anything.  This  is 
a populous  county — many  children  in  it.  As  far  as  my  observa- 
tion extends,  a very  great  disposition  prevails  in  parents  to 
educate  them;  but  I can  give  you  no  information  ‘ what  num- 
ber are  supported,’  in  whole  or  in  part,  by  the  proceeds  of  the 
Sixteenth  Sections;  but  few,  though,  I think;  nor  do  I believe, 
under  the  present  system,  there  ever  will  be  man}'.” 

James  Steele,  writing  from  Tallahatchie  county,  says: 

“ The  history  and  condition  of  our  Sixteenth  Sections  are 
truly  wretched;  nothing,  perhaps,  has  been  managed  more  reck- 
lessly than  the  Sixteenth  Sections  of  this  count}'",  without  the 
days  of  the  Union  Bank  should  be  brought  to  memory.” 

* * * * * * 

“The  number  of  Sections  sold  is  three,  amounting  to  about 
the  sum  of  $5,647  71,  and  the  money  in  two  of  them  has  been 
loaned  out.” 

J.  J.  Michie,  President  Board  Police  Yazoo  count}",  reported: 

“There  are  twenty-two  Sixteenth  Sections  in  Yazoo  county 
(including  fractional  sections),  and  about  thirteen  of  the  num- 
ber have  been  leased  for  ninety-nine  years — at  what  price,  I 
cannot  say.  Four  or  five  of  these  sections  were  sold  in  Bran- 
don times , and  the  proceeds  ‘ gone  glimmering  through  the 
dream  of  things  that  were.’  ” 

A volume  of  citations  of  a similar  character,  illustrating  the 
reckless  system  of  management,  might  be  added. 

The  management  of  the  Chickasaw  and  Seminary  School 
Funds  was  conducted,  if  possible,  in  afmore  reckless  manner. 
Upwards  of  a million  dollars  of  the  Chickasaw  Fund  was 
loaned  to  railroad  corporations,  and  suits  are  now  pending  for 
its  collection.  The  State  has  been  paying,  for  years,  interest,  at 
the  rate  of  8 per  cent.,  upon  $815,227  00,  borrowed  from  the 
Chickasaw  Fund.  The  interest  is  apportioned  semi  annually 
to  the  several  counties  included  in  the  Chickasaw  Cession. 
These  counties,  in  many  instances,  instead  of  appropriating 
the  interest  received,  in  providing  and  supporting  schools,  have 
appropriated  the  funds  for  county  purposes,  or  loaned  the 
money  to  individuals  or  corporations. 

The  present  policy  of  supervision  and  management  of  the 
school  lands  and  revenues  is,  in  some  respects,  an  improvement 
on  the  old  system,  but  in  many  features  exceedingly  defective. 
The  provisions  of  the  Constitution  relating  to  this  matter  were 
evidently  intended  to  remedy  the  evils  and  abuses  of  the  former 
ruinous  policy.  While  it  enlarges  the  sources  of  school  reve- 
nue, it  at  the  same  time  makes  ample  provision  for  a judicious 
system  of  supervision,  and  for  the  future  safety  of  this  sacred 
trust.  By  the  provisions  of  article  8,  section  6,  of  the  Consti- 
tution, all  the  lands  heretofore  donated  to  the  State  for  various 
purposes  (with  one  exception),  and  all  lands  escheated  or  pur- 
based,  or  forfeited  for  taxes ; the  proceeds  of  all  fines  for  any 
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breach  of  the  penal  laws  ; all  license  taxes  for  the  sale  of  intox- 
icating liquors;  exemptions  from  military  duty;  the  consolidated 
township  funds  and  lands,  and  all  mone}rs  donated  to  the  State 
for  school  purposes,  shall  constitute  a perpetual  school  fund, 
which  may  be  increased,  but  not  diminished;  which  fund  is 
required  to  be  securely  invested  in  United  States  bonds,  and 
the  interest  to  be  inviolably  appropriated  for  the  support  of 
free  schools. 

Section  3,  of  the  same  article,  provides  for  a Board  of  Man- 
agers, “consisting  of  the  Secretary  of  State,  Attorney-General, 
and  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction,  for  the  management 
and  investment  of  the  school  funds.” 

Section  2 provides  for  the  office  of  State  Superintendent  of 
Public  Education,  “ whose  duties  shall  be  the  general  super- 
vision of  the  common  schools,  and  the  educational  interests  of 
the  /State .” 

Section  4 provides  for  the  office  of  County  Superintendent  of 
Public  Education,  whose  term  of  office  is  fixed  at  two  years,  “and 
whose  compensation  and  duties  shall  be  prescribed  by  law,”  etc. 

Thus  the  Constitution  provides  for  a complete  system  of 
supervision  and  management  of  the  school  lands  and  funds. 

The  Department  of  Education  under  the  present  system,  is 
required  to  make  an  annual  report  of  the  school  lands,  giving 
their  value,  number  of  acres,  quantity  sold,  rented,  or  other- 
wise disposed  of;  and  the  aggregate  proceeds  of  such  sales, 
rentals,  and  all  school  funds  derived  from  other  sources.  ( See 
Section  1998,  Code  of  1871.)  While  the  law  imposes  this 
arduous  duty  upon  the  Department,  it  fails  to  give  the  neces- 
sary control  or  supervision  of  the  lands  and  funds,  to  enable 
either  the  Superintendent  or  Board  of  Education  to  make  the 
report  required. 

Under  section  1996,  of  the  same  article,  the  Chickasaw  School 
Funds,  and  Sixteenth  Section  Funds,  are  entirely  withdrawn 
from  the  management  of  the  Board  of  Education.  The  man- 
agement of  leasing,  sale,  and  preservation  of  the  lands  and 
funds,  is  entirely  in  the  hands  of  the  Board  of  Directors  and 
County  Supervisors. 

This  duty  involves  a range  of  investigation,  research,  and 
labor,  that  cannot  be  performed  by  the  State  Board,  without 
serious  interference  with  other  official  duties  of  its  members. 

Tnere  can  be,  therefore,  no  uniformity,  system,  or  efficient 
supervision  over  this  important  portion  of  the  property  dedi- 
cated by  Congress  and  the  Constitution  of  the  State  to  public 
education  under  the  present  sj^stem. 

Under  the  provisions  of  section  2055,  Revised  Code  of  1871, 
the  management  of  collecting  claims  due  the  State,  on  account 
of  the  Sixteenth  Section  Lands  and  Funds,  is  placed  in  the  hands 
of  the  County  Superintendent  and  Board  of  School  Directors, 
and  no  mode  is  provided  for  systematizing  these  proceedings, 
or  adjusting  them,  as  they  should  be,  under  the  supervision  of 
a general  head,  as  required  by  the  Constitution. 

By  the  report  of  the  Auditor  of  Public  Accounts,  on  the  4th 
of  April  Last,  it  appears  that  over  two  and  a half  millions  of 
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acres  of  land,  and  over  three  thousand  five  hundred  town  lots 
had  been  purchased  bjr  the  State  for  taxes,  and  over  seven 
hundred  thousand  acres  were  subject  to  redemption.  The 
limit  for  redemption  of  much  of  the  latter  has  now  expired, 
and  the  title  vested  in  the  State.  The  research  requisite 
for  the  Swamp  and  Sixteenth  Section  Lands;  the  large 
amount,  generally  in  small  parcels,  of  the  lands  forfeited  or  pur- 
chased for  taxes,  involves  an  investigation  that  cannot  success- 
fully be  made  at  the  meetings  of  the  Board. 

There  is  also  an  investigation  required  under  section  161 
of  the  Code,  upon  the  duties  of  the  Treasurer  of  State,  or  Land 
Commissioners,  which,  in  the  long  lapse  of  time,  derangement, 
and  destruction  of  papers,  cannot  be  successfully  carried  out 
without  considerable  time,  and  exclusive  attention  to  the  subject. 

The  law  directing  the  powers  and  duties  of  the  Superinten- 
dent, has  withdrawn  from  him  any  supervision  or  direction 
over  the  property  dedicated  to  the  use  of  schools,  and  left  in 
his  charge  only  their  organization  and  development.  Com- 
plaints are  made  that  the  school  system  is  burdensome,  and 
the  taxation  for  it  too  great,  while  he  has  no  power  to  bring 
into  use  the  dormant  resources  of  the  funds  dedicated  by  the 
Constitution  to  relieve  the  people  from  taxation.  The  large 
quantity  of  lands  withdrawn  by  forfeiture  to  the  State,  from 
taxation  for  State,  county,  or  municipal  purposes,  has  thrown 
the  burden  of  the  revenue  upon  the  remaining  portion  of  prop- 
erty, and  caused  it  to  bear  more  heavily  upon  the  honest,  patri- 
otic tax  payer;  while  the  forfeited  property  remains  dormant, 
-with  no  call  to  redeem  or  purchase,  except  by  the  language  of 
the  statute,  and  publication  at  the  capital — with  no  one  to  urge 
action  in  the  matter,  or  directed  to  press  the  claims  of  the  State. 
Many  proprietors  have  permitted  their  lands  to  be  forfeited  to 
avoid  future  taxation,  while  they  enjoyed  the  proprietary  use 
of  the  property.  Other  lands  have  been  kept  from  cultivation, 
improvement,  or  occupation,  because  there  was  not  sufficient 
information  given,  or  inducement  offered  lor  a purchaser  to  send 
forward  to  the  Auditor  to  purchase  or  enter  the  forfeited  lands. 
There  is  a want  of  information  upon  the  required  process,  and 
hence  the  lands  remain  a load  upon  the  State  and  counties, 
and  comparatively  useless.  By  a well  devised  S37stem  of  man- 
agement, the  revenue  from  these  lands  would  tend  greatly  to 
relieve  the  burden  of  taxation  upon  the  State  and  counties.  At 
present,  a large  sum  is  yearly  returned  to  the  collectors  for 
State  lands  improperly  assessed,  and  in  many  instances,  the 
former  proprietors  are  enjoying  all  the  benefits  from  their  use 
without  any  incumbrance  for  taxes. 

The  Constitution  vested  in  the  Superintendent  of  Education 
(article  8,  section  2),  not  only  the  general  supervision  of  the 
common  schools,  but  also  of  the  “ educational  interests  of  the 
State.”  The  Superintendent  is  clearly  of  the  opinion,  that,  un- 
der the  present  system  of  supervision  and  management,  the 
vital  interests  of  education  are  entirety  withdrawn  from  his 
supervision,  also  to  a great  extent  from  that  of  the  County 
Superintendents.  We  necessarily  have  the  interests  of  the 
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common  schools  as  our  devotion  and  pride,  and  while  the  dedi- 
cated fund  is  withdrawn  from  our  supervision,  the  ability  to 
develop  and  sustain  the  system  is  greatly  impaired  and  crippled. 

By  an  act  of  the  Legislature  approved  May  10,  1871,  the 
Board  of  School  Directors,  or  Superintendent  of  Education  of 
the  various  counties  of  the  State,  are  authorized  to  render  a 
list  of  claims  or  debts  believed  to  be  insolvent  (it  is  not  stated 
to  whom),  but  the  Boards  of  Supervisors  are  required  to  act  in 
the  premises,  and  may,  af'„er  examination,  collect,  compromise 
or  settle,  the  debts  or  claims,  paying  the  amounts  received  to 
the  County  Treasurer,  excepting  from  their  action  debts,  from 
railroads.  This  contemplated  action  intrusts  the  investigation 
and  settlement  to  a body  of  officers  interested  in  other  matters, 
and  some  of  their  number  may  be  interested  for,  or  with  the 
debtors.  The  investigation  of  these  neglected  claims  cannot 
be  made  by  a cumbrous  Board,  without  neglect  of  other  duties 
and  increased  expense.  Besides,  the  numbers  intrusted  with 
the  business  would  be  a detriment  to  it. 

The  most  important  objection,  arises  from  the  want  of 
system  and  supervision  in  the  plan.  Withdrawing  it  from  the 
‘‘general  educational  interests,”  and  the  supervision  of  the 
Superintendent,  required  by  the  Constitution,  and  dividing 
the  responsibility,  leaving  no  officer  directly  responsible  to 
commence  the  investigation,  or  bring  the  matter  before  the 
Supervisors,  and  then  see  that  the  examination  is  pursued  to 
its  final  results.  Other  defects  of  this  law  show  the  necessity 
of  intrusting  the  work  to  the  County  Superintendent,  under 
the  direction  of  the  State  Superintendent, 

While  other  State  and  county  officers  may  be  always  ready 
to  perform  their  required  duties,  they  are  not  interested  in 
bringing  into  active  use  the  dormant  resources  now  in  neglected 
titles  and  claims  of  the  State. 

It  is  not  necessary  that  either  the  State  or  County  Superin- 
tendents be  the  custodians  of  the  funds  raised  from  the  dis- 
posal of  the  forfeited  or  other  school  lands,  but  it  is  necessary, 
that  they  be  enabled  to  investigate  their  condition,  by  what 
character  of  title  or  claim  they  are  held,  how  occupied,  their 
value,  and  how  they  can  be  best  converted  to  increase  the 
School  Fund,  and  relieve  the  State  so  far  from  taxation.  This 
plan  of  supervision  is  deemed  a measure  of  true  economy,  and 
at  the  same  time,  promotive  of  increased  development,  and 
prosperity  to  the  State. 

The  plan  of  intrusting  the  investigation  of  this  subject  in 
the  hands  of  the  State  Superintendent,  with  the  aid  of  the 
County  Superintendents,  will  necessarily  awaken  attention  to 
the  claims  of  the  State,  and  induce  their  settlement  and 
purchase.  By  this  mode,  a body  of  officers  will  be  set  at  work 
who  are  interested  in  bringing  these  dormant  titles  and  re- 
sources into  beneficial  use,  by  converting  them  into  the  active 
funds  required  by  law. 

It  will  be  necessary  that  the  State  Superintendent  have  such 
clerical  and  other  assistance  as  will  enable  him  to  thoroughly 
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investigation  prosecute  the  of  this  property,  ascertain  its  value, 
and  convert  it  into  school  revenue. 

It  is  believed  that  the  additional  expense  involved  in  this 
work,  would  be  repaid  to  the  State  an  hundred-fold. 

The  Superintendent  should  have  access  to,  and  the  general 
charge  of  all  records,  papers  and  documents,  containing  evidence 
of  titles  and  claims  of  the  State,  for  School  Lands  and  Funds. 

Authority  should  be  given  to  the  Superintendent,  with  the 
advice  of  the  Attorney-General,  to  bring  and  maintain  suits  in 
any  court  of  law  or  equity,  for  the  recovery  of  all  moneys  and 
property,  or  to  prevent  its  waste  or  incumbrance  of  title  or 
possession;  also,  to  compromise  doubtful  claims  and  rights, 
with  the  approval  of  the  Governor. 

Ity  such  a plan  of  administration,  it  is  believed  that  at  least 
three  millions  of  acres  of  lands  dedicated  to  the  support  of 
common  schools,  which  are  now  comparatively  useless,  and 
affording  no  revenue  whatever  to  the  School  Fund,  may  be 
brought  into  use  and  represent  hundreds  of  thousands,  if  not 
millions,  of  available  funds,  at  a comparatively  trifling  expense 
to  the  State. 

Thenecessaiy  expenses  incurred  in  prosecuting  this  mattei, 
should  be  audited  and  paid  by  the  Auditor  of  Public  Accounts, 
upon  the  certificate  of  the  Superintendent  of  Education,  and 
approval  of  the  Governor. 

This  would  not  involve  a dangerous  discretion,  as  the  allow- 
ance would  be  limited  to  the  services  performed  under  the 
exigencies  of  the  business. 

The  purport  and  extent  of  this  power  to  the  State  Superin- 
tendent would  be  to  place  in  his  hands,  and  through  him  to 
the  County  Superintendent,  the  means  of  searching  out  all  the 
rights  and  resources  of  the  property  dedicated  to  educational 
purposes,  with  an  interest  and  duty  not  belonging  to  any 
other  department  of  the  public  service.  Besides,  it  would 
be  giving  the  Superintendent  “ the  supervision  of  the  educa- 
tional interests  of  the  State,”  according  to  the  direction  and 
requirements  of  the  Constitution. 

SCHOOL  REVENUES. 

The  attention  of  the  Legislature  is  respectfulty  called  to  the 
following  considerations  with  reference  to  the  question  of 
school  revenues.  There  is  no  subject  connected  with  our  school 
policy  of  more  importance  at  the  present  time  than  that  of 
ways  and  means.  If  we  would  establish  a practical  and  perma- 
nent educational  system  in  Mississippi,  the  first  and  most 
essential  question  to  be  considered,  is  the  adoption  of  a sound 
S}’ stem  of  raising  and  managing  the  school  revenues.  The  law 
provides  for  a common  school  fund,  consisting  of  the  proceeds 
of  all  lands  belonging  to  the  State,  heretofore  granted  by  the 
United  States  (excepting  certain  swamp  lands  situated  on  the 
Pearl  river),  and  all  lands  now  or  hereafter  vested  in  the  State 
by  escheat,  or  purchase  or  forfeiture  for  taxes;  all  fines  for 
breach  of  the  penal  laws;  license  taxes  for  the  sale  of  intoxi- 
cating liquors,  under  the  general  laws  of  the  State;  exemptions 
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from  military  duty ; the  funds  arising  from  the  consolidation 
of  the  Congressional  township  funds,  and  lands  belonging 
thereto.  All  moneys  arising  from  these  various  sources  are 
required  to  be  invested  in  United  States  bonds,  and  the  inter- 
est apportioned  to  the  several  counties  according  to  the  num- 
ber of  3’outh  of  legal  school  age.  Thus  wre  have  a foundation 
laid  for  the  accumulation,  in  the  course  of  time,  of  an  immense 
school  fund,  which,  if  properly  managed,  will  afford  revenue 
sufficient  to  support  our  schools  without  additional  taxation. 
Under  the  existing  policy  the  schools  receive  no  benefit  what- 
ever from  the  fund.  The  fund  already  amounts  to  nearly  two 
millions  of  dollars,  and,  with  the  exception  of  the  interest 
paid  by  the  State  on  the  moneys  borrowed  of  the  Chickasaw 
School  Fund,  the  schools  are  receiving  no  benefit  whatever 
from  the  fund.  Besides,  the  Chickasaw  counties  are  taxed  to 
pa}^  interest  on  their  own  fund.  Upwards  of  $300,000  00,  arising 
from  licenses,  fines,  and  sales  of  lands  forfeited  for  taxes,  has 
been  collected  in  State  warrants,  and  paid  into  the  State 
Treasuiy,  which  is  unavailable,  and  inconvertible  into  United 
States  bonds,  as  required  ly  the  Constitution.  These  funds 
have  virtually  become  a loan  to  the  State,  while  the  State  is 
paying  no  interest  upon  the  loan.  The  Board  of  Education 
held  that  it  would  be  a departure  from  the  purpose  of  the  Con- 
stitution, as  well  as  a violation  of  every  principle  of  cor- 
rect financiering,  to  sell  the  warrants  after  the3T  have  been 
paid  into  the  Treasuiy.  They  are  simply  orders  for 
legal  currency,  and  have  terminated  their  purpose  when  re- 
ceived by  the  Treasurer,  and  should  be  canceled,  not  paid 
out  to  renewr  a credit  once  terminated.  The  State  is  in- 
debted to  the  School  Fund  for  so  much  mone3T,  to  be  invested 
in  United  States  bonds,  at  their  current  rates. 

It  is  recommended  that  the  State  assume  this  debt,  and  pay 
to  the  shcool  fund  interest  at  the  rate  of  ten  per  centum,  to 
meet  the  difference  between  the  interest  on  United  States 
bonds,  and  the  present  depreciated  paper  of  the  State,  until 
these  warrants  or  orders  can  be  paid,  and  the  investment  made 
as  required  b3r  the  Constitution.  This  provision  of  the  Consti- 
tution cannot  be  complied  with  except  ly  furnishing  the 
mone3Ts,  or  United  States  bonds,  with  their  “interest  inviola- 
bly appropriated  for  the  support  of  free  schools.”  It  is  wrell 
known  that  these  bonds  bear  interest  mostly  in  gold.  Therefore, 
an  equivalent  payment  should  be  made  by  the  State  in  order  that 
the  income  of  this  fund  can  be  “ inviolably  appropriated  for 
the  support  of  free  schools.” 

In  addition  to  the  school  funds  now  held  by  the  State 
in  her  canceled  orders  for  mone3r,  a large  amount  of  the 
Sixteenth  Section  Fund  has  been  collected  on  loans  and  leases, 
in  currency,  and  paid  into  the  several  County  Treasuries. 
Not  a dollar  of  it  has  been  paid  into  the  State  Treasuiy,  but 
remains  in  the  hands  of  the  County  Treasurers,  affording  no 
revenue  for  the  support  of  schools.  These  moneys  should 
have  been  paid  over  to  the  State  Treasurer,  and  immediately 
invested  in  United  States  bonds,  under  the  direction  of  the 
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State  Board  of  Education.  County  Treasurers  have  been  ready 
and  willing  to  turn  over  these  funds,  which  would  have  been 
done,  but  for  a question  of  law  that  has  arisen  relating  to  their 
duties  in  this  respect. 

Section  2055,  article  13,  chapter  39,  of  the  Revised  Code,  pro- 
vides that  all  moneys  recovered,  arising  from  loans  of  the  Six- 
teenth Section  Funds  or  leases  of  school  lands,  shall  be  turned 
over  to  the  County  Treasurer,  and  invested  by  the  Board  of 
School  Directors,  in  bonds  of  the  State,  issued  in  1870,  or  in 
bonds  that  may  hereafter  be  issued  by  the  State,  and  in  case 
there  are  no  such  bonds  outstanding  to  invest  in  United  States 
bonds  This  law  went  into  effect  in  October,  1871. 

The  Superintendent  held  that  the  law  was  null  and  void,  a 
direct  and  positive  violation  of  the  Constitution,  which  requires 
that  the  consolidated  Congressional  township  funds,  and  all 
other  school  land  Junds,  shall  be  invested  in  United  States 
bonds,  under  the  direction  of  the  State  Board  of  Education. 
Thus  the  matter  stands.  County  school  officers  are  in  doubt  as 
to  their  duties.  It  is  recommended  that  the  clause  in  the  sec- 
tion referred  to  above,  be  repealed.  The  law  provides  for  a 
system  of  free  schools  to  be  conducted  at  least  four  months 
during  each  year,  giving  to  every  youth  in  the  State,  between 
the  ages  of  five  and  twenty-one  years  of  age,  free  tuition.  The 
revenue  for  the  support  of  these  schools  must  at  present  be 
raised  chiefly  by  taxation.  This  revenue,  under  the  existing 
system,  is  raised  by  local  taxation,  a system  altogether  im- 
practicable, wrong  in  principle,  and  in  violation  of  the  spirit, 
if  not  the  letter  of  the  Constitution.  The  organic  law  requires 
taxation  for  all  State  purposes  to  be  uniform.  Experience 
shows,  that  the  present  system  of  special  county  taxation  is 
not  uniform  in  its  operation.  Some  counties  levy  a tax  suffi- 
cient to  defray  the  school  expenses,  others  levy  none  at  all. 
In  many  instances,  the  school  tax  levied  has  been  absolutely 
burdensome  upon  the  people.  Again,  there  are  counties  in  the 
State  where,  if  the  maximum  limit  of  taxes  were  levied  upon 
the  assessed  value  of  taxable  property,  it  would  not  afford 
revenue  enough  to  support  the  schools  twenty  days  during  the 
year;  allowing  only  common  day^aborers’  wages  for  the 
teachers,  and,  in  a majority  of  such  cases,  the  demands  for 
education  are  the  most  pressing. 

The  only  practical  system  of  raising  school  revenues  is  b}1"  a 
direct  State  tax,  to  be  collected  in  currency.  Education  is, 
above  all  other  considerations  relating  to  the  Government,  a 
matter  of  State  concern.  Some  writer  upon  the  subject  has 
said:  “The  popular  sense  has  recognized  it  as  such,  and  that 

conviction  is  the  basis  of  all  governmental  regulations  upon 
the  subject.” 

The  property  of  the  State  should  educate  the  children  of  the 
State.  It  is  the  only  equitable  method  of  distributing  the 
pecuniary  burden  of  supporting  our  system  of  public  education. 

There  are  certain  local  matters,  such  as  the  building  of  school- 
houses  and  the  salaries  of  the  local  school-officers,  which 
should  be  provided  for  b}r  local  taxation. 
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The  Hon.  Victor  M.  Rice,  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruc- 
tion of  the  State  of  New  York,  in  his  able  report  for  1863,  says : 

“The  argument  for  a State  tax  is  grounded  upon  the  frater- 
nal relations  and  obligations  established  by  the  Creator  among 
men,  and  promulgated  in  that  epitome  of  All- Wise  conduct — the 
Golden  Rule — ‘ Whatsoever  }’e  would  that  others  should  do 
unto  you,  do  ye  even  so  unto  them.”’  * * * * 

The  general  State  tax  produces  a result,  sometimes  over- 
looked. It  compels  those  to  perform  their  duty  wrho  would 
not,  except  upon  legal  compulsion. 

The  State  tax,  thanks  to  our  enlightened  public  sentiment, 
lays  hold  of  the  property  of  the  selfish  and  unwilling  support- 
ers of  the  public  welfare,  in  whatever  small  corner  they  may 
have  hoarded  it;  it  extracts  therefrom  their  equal  share  in  the 
expense  of  educating  all  the  children  of  the  State. 

The  law  imposing  this  tax  has,  also,  the  distinguishing  merit 
of  recognizing  and  inculcating  a common  brotherhood;  that  it 
is  the  bounden  duty  of  the  people  of  any  part  of  the  State  to 
have  the  same  solicitude  for  the  welfare  of  those  in  any  other 
part  thereof,  however  remote,  as  they  may  have  for  themselves; 
and  its  instructions  are  given  with  the  majesty  of  an  irresisti- 
ble authority.  It  teaches  the  unity  of  the  State,  and  a mutual 
dependence  and  obligation,  in  proportion  to  ability  to  provide 
for  the  common  weal;  that  the  richer  localities,  where  capital 
has  concentrated,  on  account  of  natural  or  artificial  advantages, 
shall  contribute  of  their  abundance  to  the  poorer — to  those 
counties  less  favored  by  location,  and  legislation  for  school  and 
other  purposes. 

It  is  estimated  that  a two  mill  tax,  levied  upon  the  taxable 
property  of  the  State,  would  afford  ample  revenue  to  defray  the 
expenses  of  the  Department,  and  pay  teachers. 

I respectfully  invite  attention  to  the  report  of  the  State 
Board  of  Education,  where  the  subject  of  school  revenues  is 
fully  discussed. 

SCHOOL  LANDS. 

There  is  no  subject  connected  with  the  public  affairs  of  the 
State,  upon  which  the  people  have  so  little  knowledge,  and  such 
limited  means  for  correct  information,  as  that  relating  to  the 
lands  donated  to  the  State  by  the  Government  of  the  United 
States,  and  dedicated  to  educational  purposes.  I have,  there- 
fore, deemed  it  proper  to  give  a brief  history  of  the  legislation 
by  the  State  and  General  Government,  relating  to  these  lands. 

SIXTEENTH  SECTIONS  IN  TOWNSHIPS. 

By  the  twelfth  section  of  the  Act  of  Congress  of  March  3, 
1803,  regulating  the  grant  and  disposal  of  lands,  south  of  the 
Tennessee,  the  section  number  sixteen,  in  each  township,  “is 
reserved  for  the  support  of  schools  within  the  same,”  and 
“ thirty-six  sections,  to  be  located  in  one  body,  by  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury,  for  the  use  of  Je^'erson  College,  and  also  town 
lots  in  Natchez,  not  exceeding  two,  and  an  out-lot  adjoining 
that  place,  not  exceeding  thirty  acres,  to  be  located  by  the  Gov- 
ernor of  the  Territory,  for  the  same  use. 
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By  the  sixth  section  of  an  amendment  to  that  Act  of  April 
21,  18u6,  “whenever  the  section  number  sixteen  shall  fall  upon 
land  already  granted,  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  shall  lo- 
cate another  section,  in  the  same  or  adjoining  township,  in  lieu 
thereof,  for  the  use  of  schools.” 

“The  section  sixteen”  was  also  reserved  in  the  lands  ob- 
tained from  the  Choctaw  Indians,  in  1805,  as  appears  from  the 
fifth  section  of  the  Act  of  Congress  of  March  31,  1808,  on  the 
subject  of  their  regulation  and  disposal. 

The  Act  of  Congress  of  May  20,  18-6,  makes  the  following 
provisions  concerning  the  reserved  sixteenth  sections,  which 
are  applicable  to  each  State,  where  the  public  lands,  or  lands 
of  the  United  States,  existed: 

“ Section  1.  To  make  provisions  for  the  support  of  schools 
in  all  townships,  or  fractional  townships,  for  which  no  land  has 
been  heretofore  appropriated  for  that  use,  in  those  States  in 
which  section  number  sixteen,  or  other  land  equivalent  thereto, 
is  by  law  directed  to  be  reserved  for  the  support  of  schools,  in 
each  township,  there  shall  be  reserved  and  appropriated,  for 
the  use  of  schools,  in  each  entire  township,  or  fractional  town- 
ship, for  which  no  land  has  been  heretofore  appropriated  or 
granted  for  that  purpose,  the  following  quantities  of  land, 
to-wit:  for  each  township,  or  fractional  township,  containing  a 
greater  quantity  of  land  than  three-quarters  of  an  entire  town- 
ship, one  section;  for  a fractional  township,  containing  a greater 
quantity  of  land  than  one-half,  and  not  more  than  three-quarters 
of  a township,  three-quarters  of  a section;  for  a fractional 
township,  containing  a greater  quantity  of  land  than  one-quar- 
ter, and  not  more  than  one-half  of  a township,  one- half  sec- 
tion; and  for  a fractional  township,  containing  a greater  quan- 
tity of  land  than  one  entire  section,  and  not  more  than  one- 
quarter  of  a township,  one-quarter  section  of  land. 

“ Sec.  2.  The  i foresaid  tracts  of  land  shall  be  selected  by  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  out  of  any  unappropriated  public 
land,  within  the  land  district  where  the  township,  for  which 
any  tract  is  selected,  may  be  situated;  and  wrhen  so  selected, 
shall  be  held  by  the  same  tenure,  and  upon  the  same  terms,  for 
the  support  of  schools  in  such  township  as  section  number  six- 
teen is,  or  may  be  held,  in  the  State  where  such  township  shall 
be  situated.” 

CHICKASAW  CESSION  SCHOOL  LANDS. 

By  the  second  section  of  the  Act  of  Congress  of  July  4, 
1836,  concerning  the  lands  obtained  from  the  Chickasaw  In- 
dians, under  the  treaty  of  cession  of  October  20,  1832,  “a 
quantity  of  land,  equal  to  one  thirty-sixth  part  of  the  lands 
ceded  by  them,  within  the  State  of  Mississippi,  was  reserved 
for  public  schools,  to  be  selected  by  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  out  of  any  public  lands  remaining  unsold,  contiguous 
to  the  ceded  lands.” 

Subsequently,  an  Act  of  Congress  of  June  30, 1842,  provided, 
in  its  first  section,  for  the  section,  “under  the  direction  of  the 
Governor  of  Mississippi,  of  such  sections  of  lands,  out  of  any 
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public  lands  remaining  unsold  in  the  State,  contiguous  to  the 
lands  ceded  by  the  Chickasaws.” 

THE  SALE  OR  LEASE  OF  SCHOOL  LANDS. 

Under  an  Act  of  Cougress  passed  May  19,  1852,  the  Legisla- 
ture of  the  State  was  authorized  to  sell  and  convey,  in  fee  sim- 
ple, or  lease  for  a term  of  years,  all  the  lands  appropriated  by 
Congress  for  the  use  of  schools,  upon  the  consent  of  a majority 
of  the  inhabitants  of  such  townships.  The  proceeds  arising 
from  such  sale  or  leases  were  to  be  invested  under  the  direction 
of  the  Legislature,  and  appropriated  for  the  use  of  schools 
within  such  township.  The  Act  also  ratified  the  sales  made 
before  the  law  went  into  effect. 

The  second  section  of  the  Act  of  Congress  of  March  3,  1857, 
concerning  the  Choctaw  Cession,  is  confirmatory  of  the  fore- 
going provision,  in  these  terms:  That  the  Act  of  May  19,  1852, 
hereinbefore  recited,  be  so  construed  as  to  apply  to  land  here- 
tofore reserved  for  school  purposes,  in  the  State  of  Mississippi. 

INTERNAL  IMPROVEMENT  LANDS. 

The  Act  of  Congress  of  September  4,  1841,  under  which  a 
certain  per  centum  of  the  sales  of  public  lands,  in  this  State, 
were  granted  to  it,  “without  condition  of  application,”  and, 
by  the  eighth  section  of  said  Act,  500,000  acres,  for  the  pur- 
poses of  internal  improvement,  has  mainly  spent  its  force 
by  the  exhaustion  and  loss  of  the  donation.  Nearly  21,000 
acres  of  the  land  dedicated  for  internal  improvement,  is  all 
that  yet  remains  of  this  munificent  bequest. 

From  the  original  purport  of  this  grant,  some  question  may 
arise,  whether  the  dedication  of  the  proceeds,  for  public 
schools,  in  the  Constitution,  is  within  the  conditions  of  the  grant. 

A greater  difficult}7  may,  however,  arise,  in  the  disposition 
of  these,  with  the  swamp  lands,  by  the  Legislature,  to  pur- 
poses other  than  the  endowment  for  schools,  or  by  any  diminu- 
tion of  the  dedicated  proceeds  beyond  their  real  value.  The 
donation  of  the  swamp  lands,  by  Congress,  was  restricted  to 
the  objects  of  the  drainage,  and  the  redemption  of  overflowed 
lands,  that  were  the  subject  of  the  grant.  The  use  for  schools 
would  be  restricted  by  the  limits  of  the  Congressional  condi- 
tions, and,  after  the  dedication  of  the  proceeds,  by  the  Consti- 
tution, the  grant,  at  a merely  nominal  price,  deprives  the  com- 
mon schools  of  all  the  real  value  of  the  dedication. 

Sections  2,  3,  4,  and  5,  of  the  Act  of  1871,  provides  that  the 
Governor,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Lieuten- 
ant-Governor, the  Secretary  of  State,  and  the  Attorney-Gen- 
eral, or  a majority  of  them,  shall  be,  and  is  hereby  required  and 
empowered  to  sell  and  dispose  of  the  said  land  scrip  for  cash, 
at  a rate  not  less  than  sixty  cents  on  the  dollar,  and  that  the 
Governor,  by  and  with  the  consent  and  advice  of  the  said  offi- 
cers, or  a majority  of  them,  shall  invest  the  proceeds  of  the  said 
land  scrip,  immediately  after  its  sale,  in  bonds  of  the  United 
States,  or  of  the  State  of  Mississippi,  bearing  interest  not  less 
than  five  per  cent. 
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Sec.  3.  That  the  Auditor  of  Public  Accounts  shall,  on  the  re- 
quisition of  the  Governor,  draw  on  the  State  Treasurer  his 
warrant  or  warrants,  payable  out  of  any  funds  in  the  Treasury 
not  otherwise  appropriated,  for  all  the  expenses  incurred  in  the 
receipt  and  sale  of  the  said  land  scrip,  and  in  the  subsequent 
investment  of  the  proceeds  of  the  same,  so  that  these  proceeds 
may  be  invested  without  diminution  on  account  of  the  purposes 
named  in  the  Acts  of  Congress  before  mentioned,  for  which 
purpose  the  sum  of  five  hundred  dollars  is  hereby  appropriated, 
and  set  apart  in  the  Treasury,  to  be  paid  on  Auditor’s  warrant, 
issued  on  requisition  of  the  Governor. 

Sec.  4.  That  the  proceeds  of  the  above  mentioned  land  scrip 
shall,  when  invested  as  directed  in  section  2 of  this  Act,  be,  and 
they  are  hereby,  declared  to  be  a perpetual  fund,  whose  princi' 
pal  shall  remain  forever  undiminished,  save  so  far  as  the  same 
may  be  otherwise  made  by  the  Acts  of  Congress  above  men- 
tioned. 

Sec.  5.  That  when  the  investment  of  the  proceeds  of  said  land 
scrip,  as  above  provided,  is  being  made,  two-fifths  of  these  pro- 
ceeds shall  be  invested  to  the  credit,  and  for  the  benefit  of  the 
University  of  Mississippi,  situated  at  Oxford,  and  the  remain- 
ing three-fifths  shall  be  invested  to  the  credit,  and  for  the  bene- 
fit of  a University  to  be  dedicated  to  the  education  of  youths 
of  color;  Provided,  That  the  bonds  representing  the  said  pro- 
ceeds shall  be  placed  for  safe  keeping  in  the  custody  of  the 
State  Treasurer,  two-fifths,  as  provided  in  this  section,  on 
account  of,  and  the  property  of,  the  State  University,  at  Oxford, 
and  three-fifths,  as  provided  by  this  section,  on  account  of,  and 
the  property  of,  the  University  to  be  established  for  the  educa- 
tion of  youths  of  color;  And  provided,  farther,  That  the  said 
bonds  shall  be  so  placed  to  the  credit  of,  and  as  the  property  of, 
the  said  Universit\T,  or  of  either  of  them,  and  the  interest  accru- 
ing on  those  bonds  shall  be  paid  over  as  it  may  accrue,  and  be 
paid  in  the  proportion  specified,  for  the  use  and  benefit  of  the 
said  Universities,  or  either  of  them  on  the  conditions  that  they 
shall  each  establish  and  apply  the  said  interests  to  the  mainten- 
ance of  a College  of  Agriculture  and  the  Mechanic  Arts,  includ- 
ing a Machine  Shop,  Model  Farm,  a Chemical  Laboratory,  and 
a Chair  of  Agricultural  Chemistry. 

STATE  LAWS  CONCERNING  SCHOOL  LANDS. 

By  the  Act  of  the  Legislature  of  Mississippi,  of  February  27. 
1833,  certain  sureties,  elected  by  the  resident  heads  of  families 
(including  minors)  in  each  township,  or  fractional  township, 
were  authorized  to  lease  the  Sixteenth  Section  Lands  of  the 
township,  at  auction,  to  the  highest  bidder,  for  ninety-nine 
years.  These  leases  yet  remain  to  incumber  the  lands,  but  the 
rental  has  generally  been  neglected. 

The  Legislature  of  Mississippi,  on  March  4, 1846,  passed  “an 
Act  to  establish  a system  of  common  schools,”  empowering,  in 
the  first  sections,  the  “ Board  of  County  Police  to  appoint  a 
Board  of  School  Commissioners,  in  their  respective  counties, 
to  superintend  the  designation  or  establishment  and  manage- 
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ment  of  the  common  schools  in  their  counties.”  The  County 
Treasurers  were  to  be  the  treasurers  of  the  fund,  and  the 
money,  bonds,  notes,  and  obligations  lor  leasing  the  Sixteenth 
Sections,  or  loaning*  the  funds,  under  the  former  system  of 
Trustees,  were  to  be  delivered  to  three  commissioners,  and  by 
them  to  the  County  Treasurers. 

The  authority  for  leasing  was  continued,  and  the  subsequent 
obligations  for  the  school  funds  to  be  taken  to  the  County 
Treasurers.  Separate  accounts  were  to  be  kept  with  the  town- 
ships, and  a semi-annual  report *to  be  made  to  the  Secretary  of 
State,  who  is  made  “ ex  officio  General  School  Commissioner,” 
and  directed  to  file  such  returns  in  his  office,  and  register  them 
within  bound  books,  and  cause  an  abstract  from  them  to  be 
published,  semi-annually,  in  July  and  January. 

This  general  law,  for  the  establishment  and  support  of  com- 
mon schools,  became  soon  deprived  of  its  value  and  efficiency, 
b}r  numerous  special  laws,  withdrawing  counties  from  its  oper- 
ation, and  breaking  up  the  efficiency  of  the  whole  system,  be- 
fore it  had  practical  effect.  This  appears  from  those  laws  on 
the  Session  Acts,  and  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  State,  in 
November,  1851.  No  funds  appear  to  have  reached  him,  for 
application  to  the  system. 

CHICKASAW  SCHOOL  LANDS. 

By  ttye  Act  of  February  23,  1848,  the  Sixteenth  Section 
Lands,  arising  from  the  Chickasaw  Cession,  were  authorized  to* 
be  leased,  by  the  Secretary  of  State,  at  public  auction,  for 
ninety-nine  years,  “ renewable  to  the  lessee,  his  heirs,  and  as- 
signs, forever;”  and  those  not  sold  at  public  sale,  to  be  subject 
to  entry  or  private  sale.  Directions  were  given  for  the  mode 
of  transfer,  accounting  for,  and  payment  to  the  Treasurer  of 
State,  on  these  sales  and  leases.  Some  special  pre-emptions 
were  given  bjr  the  law. 

Under  this  Act,  a report  was  made  by  General  Bell,  Secre- 
tary of  State,  November  25,  1851,  by  which  it  appeared  that 
the  State  or  schools  of  the  Chickasaw  Cession  were  entitled  to 
174,555  44-100  acres,  and  had  received  from  the  United  States 
173,827  10-100  acres,  leaving  the  selection  of  728  25-100  acres, 
made  by  the  State,  yet  to  be  confirmed  and  patented.  It  does 
not  appear  from  the  records  that  this  remainder  has  been  ob- 
tained from  the  United  States. 

Subsequent  to  that  report,  there  are  only  occasional  brief 
reports,  or  notices,  and  data,  from  which  the  condition  of  these 
reservations  can  be  obtained.  The  plats  and  record  of  the 
land  remain  in  the  office  of  the  Secretary  of  State,  and  ap- 
proximate accuracy  can  be  gained  from  them  of  the  present 
condition  of  this  reservation. 

The  reports  of  the  Secretary  of  State,  made  January  23, 
1854,  January  14,  1856,  and  November  15,  1859,  show  more,  in 
detail  and  specification,  the  condition  of  the  swamp  and  over- 
flowed lands,  donated  by  Congress,  up  to  the  latter  date. 

It  appears  from  the  report  of  January  23,  1854,  that  1,702,- 
A — 11 
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056  36-100  acres  of  such  lands  had  been  confirmed  to  the  State 
at  that  time,  of  whi^h  549,422  22-100  had  been  sold,  and  1,152,- 
617  76-100  remained  unsold,  while  the  selections  of  other  lands 
of  that  character,  had  not  been  confirmed  fit  that  date. 

The  report  of  November  15,*  1859,  shows  that  245,965  acres 
of  this  land  remained  vacant  and  undisposed  of. 

No  further  reports,  prior  to  the  war,  have  been  found,  and  the 
investigation  has  not  been  pursued  during  that  period,  on  the 
presumption  that  these  donations  of  the  United  States  could 
not  legally  be  disposed  of  during  that  time.  No  investigation 
has  been  made,  nor  action  had,  by  the  officers,  conceiving 
these  lands,  since  that  date. 

From  information  from  the  Land  Office,  it  appears  that  all 
the  selections  of  swamp  and  overflowed  lands  under  the  fore- 
going acts  of  Congress  have  not,  probably,  been  made,  and  of 
those  made,  a portion  have  not  been  confirmed  by  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Interior,  or  proper  authorities  at  Washington. 
The  war  intervened  in  the  progress  of  this  selection  and  con- 
firmation, and  left  the  whole  subject  in  uncertainty  concerning 
the  amount  of  swamp  lands  in  Mississippi  donated  and  secured 
to  the  State  under  the  acts  of  Congress  prior  to  the  rebellion. 
Until  an  investigation  shall  be  had  upon  the  subject,  it  is,  there- 
fore, uncertain,  both  concerning  the  present  condition  of  the 
swamp  lands  confirmed  and  patented  to  the  State,  and  those  to 
which  the  State  is  entitled  by  the  purview  and  tenor  of  the 
appropriation  and  dedication,  under  the  acts  of  Congress,  here 
recited.  It  is,  therefore,  impossible  to  present  the  true,  condi- 
tion of  these  lands  until,  by  further  legislation  and  examina- 
tion, the  amount  and  condition  is  ascertained.  The  dedication*, 
under  the  Constitution,  may  interfere  with  or  supersede  pri- 
vate grants  and  pre-emption  occupation,  where  the  purviewand 
object  of  the  donations  by  Congress  are  brought  into  force 
against  them;  but,  in  the  present  confused  condition  of  these 
grants,  the  exposition  of  the  swamp  lands  dedicated  to  schools 
in  the  Constitution  cannot  be  furnished. 

Many  special  laws  pertaining  to  public  schools  have  been 
passed  b}7  the  Legislature  before  the  present  Constitution,  but 
the  purport  and  due  enforcement  of  this  organic  law  will 
necessarily  supersede  their  further  action.  The  Legislature  of 
1859  passed  special  laws  on  the  subject  for  many  of  the  most 
wealthy  and  populous  counties  of  the  State,  but  the  effect  of 
all  those  laws,  at  present,  has  only  been  to  complicate  the  situ- 
ation of  the  school  funds,  and  render  necessary  a thorough  ex- 
amination into  their  present  condition.  Probably,  most  have 
been  absorbed  in  the  vortex  of  the. war,  or  lost  by  neglect  and 
insolvency  of  agents  or  debtors  of  schools  and  school  funds. 
But  it  is  believed  that  sufficient  may  be  gathered  from  the 
neglected  and  wrecked  school  interests  in  those  counties  to 
which  these  special  school  laws  apply,  to  amply  reward  the  in- 
vestigation and  effort  to  recover  them. 

The  existing  records  do  not  furnish  sufficient  data  concern- 
ing the  result  or  absorption  of  the  lands  dedicated  to  Jefferson 
College  in  1803,  and  the  matter  deserves  further  research. 


For  further  information  upon  this  subject,  the  attention  of 
the  Legislature  and  all  others  interested  are  respectfully 
directed  to  the  report  of  the  State  Board  of  Education. 

SWAMP  LANDS. 

The  Act  of  Congress  of  September  28,  1850,  furnished  the 
following  basis,  under  which-  the  selection  has  been  made,  in 
Mississippi,  of  this  class  of  lands: 

“Section.  1.  To  enable  the  State  of  Arkansas  to  construct 
the  necessary  levees,  and  drains,  to  reclaim  the  swamp  and 
overflowed  lands  therein,  the  whole  of  these  swamp  and  over- 
flowed lands  made  unfit  thereby  for  cultivation,  which  shall 
remain  unsold  at  the  passage  of  this  Act,  shall  be,  and  the 
same  are  hereby  granted  to  said  State. 

“ Sec.  2.  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Secretary  of  the  In- 
terior, as  soon  as  may  be  practicable  after  the  passage  of  this 
Act,  to  make  out  an  accurate  list  and  plats  of  the  lands,  de- 
scribed as  aforesaid,  and  transmit  *he  same  to  the  Governor  of 
the  State  of  Arkansas,  and,  at  the  request  of  said  Governor, 
cause  a patent  to  be  issued  to  the  State  therefor;  and,  on  that 
patent,  the  fee  simple  to  said  land  shall  rest  in  the  State  of  Ar- 
kansas, subject  to  the  disposal  of  the  Legislature  thereof  ; 
Provided,  however , That  the  proceeds  of  said  land,  whether 
from  sale  or  direct  appropriation,  in  kind,  shall  be  applied  ex- 
clusively/so far  as  necessary,  to  the  purpose  of  reclaiming  said 
lands,  by  means  of  the  levees  and  drains  aforesaid. 

“ Sec.  3.  That  in  making  out  a list  and  plats  of  the  land 
aforesaid,  all  legal  subdivisions,  the  greater  part  of  which  is 
wet  and  unfit  for  cultivation,  shall  be  included  in  said  list  and 
plats;  but  where  the  greater  part  of  a subdivision  is  not  of 
that  character,  the  whole  of  it  shall  be  excluded  therefrom. 

“ Sec.  4.  That  the  provisions  of  this  Act  be  extended  to,  and 
their  benefits  be  conferred  upon,  each  of  the  other  States  of  the 
Union  in  which  such  swamp  and  overflowed  lands,  known  or 
designated  as  aforesaid,  may  be  situated.” 

By  an  Act  of  Congress  of  March  2, 1855,  entitled,  “ For  the  re- 
lief of  purchasers  and  locators  of  swamp  and  overflowed  lauds,” 
such  purchasers  and  locators,  or  pre-emptors,  are  protected 
from  the  grant  to  the  States,  when  made  prior  to  the  patents  or 
deeds  to  the  States,  and  the  price  of  the  lands  is  given  to  the 
State  in  lieu  of  the  land;  oiyif  the  lands  had  been  located  by 
warrant  or  scrip,  the  like  quantity  may  be  located  by  the  State. 
This  provision  has,  however,  now  undoubtedly  spent  its  force 
and  need  not  be  republished. 

By  an  Act  of  Congress  of  March  3,.  1857,  the  selections  of 
swamp  and  overflowed  lands  under  the  recited  Act  of  Septem  - 
ber 28,  1850;  also,  an  Act  of  March  2,  1849,  entitled,  “An  Act 
to  aid  the  State  of  Louisiana  in  draining  swamp  lands  therein,” 
(which  is  of  similar  tenor  and  language  and  of  the  same  effect), 
“ as  before  that  time,”  made  and  reported  to  the  Commissioner 
of  the  General  Land  Office,  so  far  as  vacant  and  unappropri- 
ated, and  not  interfered  with  by  actual  settlement,  are  con 
firmed  and  directed  to  be  patented  to  the  States. 
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UNIVERSITY  LANDS. 

The  original  endowment  for  this  University  was  made  by  the 
following  grant,  under  an  Act  of  Congress  of  February  20, 1819: 

“ Sec.  2.  In  addition  to  the  township  of  land  granted  for  the 
support  of  Jefferson  College,  there  shall  be  granted  in  said 
State  another  township  or  quantity  of  land  equal  thereto,  to 
be  located  in  tracts  of  not  less  than  four  entire  sections  each, 
which  shall  be  vested  in  the  Legislature  of  said  State,  in  trust, 
for  the  support  of  a seminary  of  learning  therein.  ” 

By  the  Act  of  the  Legislature  of  Mississippi,  of  March  2, 
1833,  authority  was  given  for  the  sale  of  this  land,  and  the  pro- 
ceeds of  the  sale  were  to  be  collected  by  the  Auditor,  and  in- 
vested in  the  stock  of  the  Planters  Bank. 

By  section  10  of  an  Act  of  the  Legislature  of  Mississippi, 
of  February  20,  1840,  “all  sums  of  money  belonging,  or  here- 
after accruing,  to  the  Seminary  Fuud,  are  hereby  appropriated 
to  the  use  of  the  University  of  Mississippi.”  The  funds  for 
the  Universit}7,  and  also,  from  the  sales  or  leases  of  the  Six- 
teenth Section  Lands,  were  authorized  to  be  invested  in  bank 
stock  of  the  Planters  Bank  of  Mississippi.  The  amounts  so 
invested  have,  of  course,  been  lost  to  the  schools  and  cause  of 
education.  Sums  arising  from  the  leasing  of  Sixteenth  Section 
lands — less  than  one  hundred  dollars — were,  under  the  Act  of 
March.  2,  1833,  before  named,  required  to  be  loaned,  on  per- 
sonal security,  and  portions  of  these  loans  are  yet  secure,  or 
may  be  secured,  to  the  fund. 

By  an  Act  of  the  Legislature  of  Mississippi,  of  November  26,. 
1821,  a Literary  Fund  was  authorized  and  established  for  the 
benefit  of  the  educational  interests  of  the  State,  which  was  af- 
terwards invested  in  bank  stock,  and  that  distributed  to  the 
counties,  and  finally  lost  in  the  monetary  revulsion  and  bank- 
ruptcy of  the  banking  institutions  of  the  State.  But  little,  it 
is  presumed,  can  be  recovered  from  the  wreck  of  this  fund.  This 
appropriation  to  the  bank  stock  seems,  also,  to  have  absorbed 
the  proceeds  of  the  donation  by  Congress  for  the  benefit  of  the 
Jefferson  College,  and  for  the  seminary  of  learning  subse- 
quently named  the  University  of  Mississippi.” 

By  the  tenth  section  of  an  Act  of  the  Legislature,  aforesaid, 
of  February  20,  1840,  “all  sums  of  money  belonging,  or  here- 
after accruing,  to  the  Seminary  Fund,  are  hereby  appropriated 
for  the  use  and  benefit  of  the  University  of  the  State  of  Mis- 
sissippi.” 

By  an  Act  of  the  Legislature  aforesaid,  of  February  5,  1845, 
certain  Commissioners,  before  appointed,  having  conditionall}7 
purchased,  or  received,  donations  of  land  for  the  location  of 
the  University,  the  conditions  and  location  are  approved,  and 
the  reception  of  the  titles  authorized;  and  by  a subsequent  Act 
July  28,  1842,  the  Governor  is  authorized  to  appoint  a Commis- 
sioner to  take  charge  of  and  preserve  this  property  from  waste. 

By  another  Act  of  the  Legislature,  of  July  26,  1843,  the 
money  accruing  from  the  sale  of  the  thirty-six  sections 
“granted  by  Congress  for  a seminary  of  learning,”  and  “all 
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bank  stock,  in  which  any  such  moneys  shall  have  been  vested, 
are  constituted  the  Seminary  Fund,  a Commissioner  authorized 
to  be  appointed,  and  the  collection  directed,  and  the  Treasurer 
of  State  directed  to  keep  the  same.” 

The  University  was  incorporated  hy  an  Act  of  the  Legisla- 
ture, of  February  24, 1844.  A State  Commissioner  was  directed 
to  be  appointed  by  the  Governor  by  another  Act  of  that  date; 
and  by  an  Act  of  March  2, 1846,  the  offices  of  State  Commission- 
er, and  Commissioner  of  the  Seminary  Fund,  were  consolidated. 

The  State  Commissioner’s  office  was  afterwards,  by  the  Code 
of  1857,  chapter  5,  section  5,  article  63,  abolished,  and  the 
duties  transferred  to  the  Treasurer  of  State. 

That  officer  reported,  under  the  date  of  February  16,  1871, 
concerning  the  meager  assets  found  in  that  Department,  show- 
ing that  but  little  available  funds  could  be  gathered  from  this 
source. 

The  section  161,  chapter  3,  article  5,  of  the  Revised  Code  of 
1871,  requires  an  examination  into  the  assets  pertaining  to  this 
office,  and  such  selection,  collection,  and  disposition  as  may 
render  those  of  any  value  available. 

AGRICULTURAL  COLLEGE  LANDS. 

Congress  donated  to  the  several  States  and  Territories,  as 
an  endowment  for  the  benefit  of  Agriculture  and  Mechanic 
Arts,  thirty  thousand  acres  of  the  public  domain,  for  each  Sena- 
tor and  Representative  as  fixed  by  the  apportionment  of  1860, 
under  an  Act  approved  July  2,  1862. 

In  October,  1866,  the  Legislature  accepted  the  grant,  as  pro- 
vided in  the  Act  before  mentioned. 

The  Legislature  of  1871  authorized  the  Governor  to  receive 
the  Land  Scrip,  representing  two  hundred  and  ten  thousand 
acres,  and  to  give  all  necessary  receipts  for  the  same. 

PEABODY  FUND. 

The  following  extracts  from  the  annual  report  of  Rev.  B. 
Sears,  D.  D,,  General  Agent  of  the  Board  of  Trustees,  for  the 
year  1871,  relating  to  the  plan  adopted  by  the  Board  for  extend- 
ing their  generous  benefactions  in  aid  of  the  cause  of  education 
among  the  people  of  the  Southern  States,  and  the  wrork 
accomplished  in  Mississippi  : 

* * “ There  has  not  yet  been,  and  there  may 

not  ever  be,  a year  requiring  more  nicety  anal  delicacy  than 
this  last  in  adjusting  our  action  to  that  of  all  these  States.  To 
say  nothing  of  the  agitation  of  the  public  mind  on  questions 
of  surpassing  interest  to  the  people,  which  has  characterized 
the  year,  and  diverted  men’s  attention  from  the  subject  of  edu- 
cation, actual  changes  have  taken  place  in  almost  every  State, 
which  could  not  do  otherwise  than  affect  the  condition  of  the 
schools.  Three — namely,  Virginia,  Georgia,  and  Texas — have 
undertaken  to  introduce  a uniform  system  of  public  instruc- 
tion; and  all  but  the  last  have  completed  their  work.  Three 
or  four  others  have  passed  through  important  changes,  which, 
while  they  will  hardly  endanger  the  essential  features  of  their 
common  school  laws,  may  lead  to  some  modification  of  them. 
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One  or  two  are  endeavoring  to  enforce  the  law  favoring  mixed 
schools.  One  has  abolished  the  act  establishing  the  State  sys- 
tem  of  schools,  and  substituted  a county  system.  Only  three 
of  the  States  receiving  assistance  from  us  remain  unchanged. 
When  it  is  remembered  that  it  has  been  our  plan  from  the 
beginning  to  act  in  concert  with  the  State  authorities,  wherever 
it  is  possible,  it  will  readily  be  seen  in  what  delicate  circum- 
stances we  are  placed,  and  what  wisdom  and  prudence  are 
necessary  for  the  successful  performance  of  our  duties.  And 
yet  it  ma}r  be  justly  affirmed  that  our  work  has  not  been  im- 
peded. On  the  contrary — to  the  credit  of  the  people  be  it 
said — more  has  been  accomplished  in  this  than  in  any  previous 
year.  Nothing  can  be  more  grateful  than  such  evidence  of 
the  progress  of  public  opinion  on  the  subject  of  education,  and 
of  a just  appreciation  of  our  aims  by  those  whom  we  seek  to 
benefit.  Whatever  differences  of  opinion  there  may  be  on 
other  points,  there  is  a general  agreement  on  this,  that  the 
safety  and  prosperity  of  a State  depend  largely  upon  the 
means  of  instruction  enjoyed  the  people.  Conflicting  views 
may  be  entertained  in  respect  to  the  expediency  of  a particular 
system  of  public  schools;  but  none  are  found  to  exist,  in  any 
respectable  bodj^  of  men,  in  regard  to  the  necessity  of  some 
effective  system.  The  embarrassments,  therefore,  under  which 
we  labor,  arise  not  so  much  from  opposition  to  our  plans,  or 
indifference  to  them,  as  from  delays  caused  by  the  uncertainty 
of  future  legislative  action.  So  long  as  the  policy  of  a State 
is  unsettled,  it  is  impossible  that  sufficient  funds  should  be 
raised,  or  proper  measures  matured,  for  the  support  of  schools. 
Even  after  a well-considered  school  law  is  passed,  it  usually 
requires  from  six  months  to  a year  for  preliminary  arrange- 
ments, and  a much  longer  time  for  a complete  and  uniform 
organization  of  schools  throughout  the  State. 

“ The  rules  by  which  I have  been  governed,  the  last  .year, 
were  laid  down  in  a printed  circular  and  card;  the  former  for 
the  information  of  the  public,  the  latter  for  the  use  of  those 
who  acted  as  agents.  Prom  the  circular,  the  following  para- 
graph may  be  here’ presen  ted: 

“ 4 It  being  impossible  for  the  Trustees,  with  the  means  at 
their  command,  to  assist  all  classes  of  Schools,  they  have,  after 
mature  deliberation,  and  with  the  approbation  of  the  Donor, 
determined,  for  Ahe  present,  to  confine  the  benefits  of  the  Fund 
to  Public  Free  Schools , believing  that  in  this  way  the  most, 
needy  portions  of  the  whole  population  can  best  be  reached. 
The  entire  cost  of  maintaining  Schools  is  in  no  case  met  by 
the  Board;  a small  part  only  of  the  current  expenses  (rarely 
more  than  one-fourth)  is  contributed,  by  way  of  encouragement 
and  aid,  and  placed  in  the  hands  of  proper  School  Officers. 
The  plan  of  the  Board  is  to  concentrate  their  efforts  upon  a 
limited  number  of  the  larger  towns,  selecting  those  which  will, 
by  their  example,  exert  the  widest  influence  upon  the  sur- 
rounding country.  The  maximum  given  to  any  city  is  $2,000; 
the  minimum  is  about  $300,  the  number  of  white  pupils  which 
receive  aid  in  any  one  locality  being  not  less  than  one  hundred. 
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The  amount  of  aid  given  to  any  city  or  town  will  be  determined 
partly  by  the  number  of  children  to  be  provided  for,  and  partly 
by  the  amount  of  money  raised  by  tax  or  contribution  by  the 
people  themselves.’ 

“The  card  as  will  be  seen,  contained  more  specific  instructions : 

“ FOR  WELL-REGULATED  PUBLIC  FREE  SCHOOLS,  * 

Continued  about  ten  months  of  the  }*ear,  and  having 
a regular  attendance  of  not  less  than  100  pupils, 


averaging  85,  we  pay $ 300 

Not  less  than  150  pupils,  averaging  83,  we  pay  . . . . 450 

“ 200  “ . “ 600 

“ 250  “ “ 800 

“ 300  “ “ 1,000 


“ The  people  are  to  pay  for  current  expenses  at  least  twice, 
and  usually  three  times  as  much  as  they  receive  from  the 
Fund;  to  grade  their  schools,  and  to  furnish  a teacher  for 
every  fifty  pupils.  At  present,  we  pay  for  colored  schools 
two-thirds  of  the  rates  above  named. 

“ The  applications  for  assistance,  made  in  conformit}^  with 
these  regulations  during  the  year,  have  corresponded  almost 
exactly  with  the  amount  of  money  at  our  disposal.  The  only 
result  of  a questionable  character  is  the  disproportionate  mul- 
tiplication, in  some  States,  of  small  schools,. barely  reaching 
our  minimum  number  of  pupils.  A little  more  stringency  in 
our  rules,  from  j^ear  to  year,  may  become  necessaiy.  This 
may  be  demanded,  not  only  on  account  of  the  natural  growth 
of  the  common  school  system,  and  of  the  number  of  schools  in 
each  State,  but  because  an  increased  use  of  our  Fund  in  aid  of 
small  schools  would  tend  to  lower  the  standard  of  popular 
education.  In  the  larger  towns  there  is  generally  more  enter- 
prise and  ambition  to  carry  their  schools  to  a high  degree  of 
perfection.  They  also  pay  a much  larger  proportion  of  the 
expense,  and  soon  assume  the  whole.  By  coming  in  a timely 
manner  to  their  assistance,  we  may  be  the  means  of  planting 
institutions  that  will  be  permanent,  and  continue  to  grow  after 
we  have  withdrawn  our  fostering  care.  In  the  smaller  towns 
school  committees  are  more  liable  to  yield  to  considerations  of 
extreme  econorcy  at  the  sacrifice  of  the  quality  of  the  instruc- 
tion given.  The  effect,'  moreover,  of  their  depending  on  foreign 
aid  for  meeting  so  large  a proportion  Of  the  expense  incurred, 
will,  in  many  instances,  notwithstanding  all  our  efforts  to  the 
contrary,  be  to  leave  them  at  last  in  a feeble  and  helpless  con- 
dition. Most  of  all,  the  ever-growing  demand  for  assistance 
in  this  direction,  from  thousands  of  new  districts  springing  into 
life,  will  render  it  necessary  to  restrict  ourselves  within  narrow 
limits. 

“ The  progress  made  in  school  legislation,  and  the  order 
introduced  in  managing  the  educational  interests  of  the  States 
by  means  of  a larger  supply  of  public  school  officers,  are  lead- 
ing to  a corresponding  change  in  the  nature  of  my  duties. 
What  I was  at  first  obliged  to  do  myself,  in  visiting  towns  and 
making  personal  examination  of  the  condition  and  wants  of 
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the  schools,  is  coming  to  be  effected  more  and  more  every 
year,  and  in  a better  and  safer  maimer,  by  the  men  whom  the 
people  have  charged  with  this  duty.  To  superintend  the  work 
of  others,  whose  valuable  services  are  freely  placed  at  our  dis- 
posal; to  keep  up  a correspondence  with  all  the  parties  inter- 
ested in  any  manner  in  the  Fund;  to  negotiate  separately, 
either  clirectly  or  through  others,  with  every  school  assisted  by 
us;  to  obtain  from  official  sources  the  necessary  evidence  that 
all  the  conditions  made  and  accepted  have  been  faithfully  ful- 
filled; to  make  payments  accordingly,  and  to  keep  accounts  of 
all  the  mone}^s  received  and  disbursed;  to  prepare  all  necessary 
papers  and  documents — these  and  similar  duties  have,  during 
the  past  year,  made  unusually  large  demands  upon  my  time. 

“ From  this  general  view,  we  pass  to  a more  particular  ac- 
count of  what  has  been  accomplished  in  each  State. 

******* 

MISSISSIPPI. 

“ The  School  Law,  which,  in  its  provisions,  is  very  similar  to 
those  of  other  States  already  described,  has  been  in  existence 
but  a few  months;  and,  consequently,  there  has  not  been  suffi- 
cient time  or  opportunity  to  know  what  its  working  will  be. 
The  first  report  is  yet  to  be  published,  the  data  for  which  are 
only  beginning  to  come  in.  But  it  is  enough  for  our  purpose 
to  know  that  the.  deficiency  of  funds  is  so  great  as  to  preclude 
the  possibility  of  having  schools  for  the  length  of  time  required 
by  our  regulations.  We  can  therefore  report  only  such  schools 
as  are  maintained  by  the  people,  without  any  aid  from  the  State. 

“ Natchez , so  distinguished  for  its  excellent  schools,  is  carrying 
them  on  successfully,  withoutany  further  assistance  fronr  its. 

“ It  can,  also,  be  said  of  Vicksburg , that  it  no  longer  de- 
pends on  foreign  aid  for  the  continuance  of  its  schools. 

“ Summit . — The  report  from  this  school  continues  to  be,  as 
it  alvyays  has  been,  highly  encouraging.  I cannot  do  better 
than  let  the  President  of  the  Board  speak  for  himself.  He 
says : 4 In  forwarding  to  you  the  report  of  the  school  for  which 

our  town  is  indebted  to  you,  I was  prompted  by  a desire 
to  represent  to  you  how  rich  in  blessings  was  the  tree  which 
you  had  planted  in  our  midst.  The  result  has  exceeded  my 
most  sanguine  expectations,  not  in  the  number  of  pupils,  but  in 
the  desire  for  education  that  has  been  awakened  through  the 
land.  I cannot  impress  you  with  the  lethargy  that  prevailed 
here  before  your  visit,  nor  can  I convey  to}rou  the  spirit  that  is 
abroad  at  this  time.  Persons  from  fifteen  to  twent}^  miles 
around  in  this  county  are  renting  houses,  and  securing  board, 
preparatory  to  the  opening  of  the  school  in  September  next. 
At  this  time,  it  claims  more  of  public  approbation  than  any 
school  in  the  Southern  portion  of  the  State.  At  the  opening 
of  the  next  scholastic  year,  ive  shall  add  to  the  Grammar 
School  a higher  department.’  In  a subsequent  letter,  written 
after  the  opening  of  the  school  for  the  year  1870-71,  he  adds: 

4 The  school  is  now  held  in  the  new  school-house,  which  is  a 
large  and  commodious  building,  having  a capacity  for  5oO 
children,  and  which  has  been  built  by  the  volunta^  subscrip- 
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tion  of  citizens,  at  a cost  for  building  and  ground  of  about 
$9,000.  The  expanse  of  conducting  the  school  this  session  will 
amount  fully  to  $5,000.  Our  town  Council  has  recently  ap- 
propriated $400  for  the  establishment  of  a colored  school,  and 
placed  it  under  the  control  of  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the 
Peabocty  School.  As  soon  as  a suitable  teacher  can  be^  found, 
it  will  be  put  in  operation.’  Our  arrangement  to  pay  $1,000 
has  been  renewed. 

“ Hazlehurst. — The  arrangement  of  last  year  is  renewed, 
according  to  which  our  contribution  is  $1,000,  that  of  the  city 
$2,000  or  more,  and  the  number  of  pupils  attending  the  school 
not  less  than  300. 

“ Jackson . — The  attendance  on  the  Public  Schools  of  this 
city  was  too  small  to  justify  a continued  outlay  of  $2,000;  and 
it  seemed  best  to  wait  till  the  free  schools  were  better  appre- 
ciated by  the  people.  But  the  sum  of  $700  was  promised  on 
the  receipt  of  the  following  letter  of  the  Committee,  dated 
July  19,  1870 : ‘I  received  your  reply  to  my  letter  some 

months  ago,  in  which  you  stated  that  you  would  rather  not  give 
any  donation  this  3Tear  to  our  city  schools.  As  you  have  been 
so  liberal  to  them  heretofore,  we  thought  we  would  wrait  till 
tiie  end  of  the  session,  and  see  if  we  could  pay  our  teachers  out 
of  what  funds  we  were  able  to  raise.  I regret  to  sa}'  that  we 
have  not  been  able  to  settle  with  them  for  the  last  quarter. 
The  educational  bill  recently  passed  by  our  Legislature  deprived 
us  of  every  cent  of  revenue,  out  of  which  wre  expected  to  pay 
the  teachers.  They  are  poor,  and  altogether  dependent  on 
their  salaries  for  a support.  At  the  beginning  of  the  session, 
hoping  to  receive  aid  from  the  Peabody  Fund,  we  made  no 
charge  for  attendance  in  any  of  the  primary  departments  of  our 
schools.  We  conducted  them  on  the  free  system,  according  to 
your  suggestion,  and  on  account  of  it.  Had  we  charged  a 
small  tuition-fee,  we  should  have  received  over  $1,000  in.  this 
way,  which  would  have  enabled  us  to  pay  our  indebtedness  to 
the  teachers.  These  are  the  simple  facts.  In  viewr  of  these 
embarrassments,  we  once  more  apply  to  you  for  relief.’ 

“ Crystal  Springs. — An  innocent  mistake  in  regard  to  the 
meaning  of  our  terms,  was  the  cause  of  an  effort  on  the  part  of 
the  citizens  far  beyond  my  expectation,  rendering  it  proper  to 
pay  them  $700,  instead  of  $300  or  $400,  as  was  originally. con- 
templated. The  history  of  the  case  is  well  presented  in  a 
letter  from  the  President  of  the  Board,  from  which  I make  the 
following  extract:  * The  citizens  of  the  town  and  vicinity  have 

subscribed  and  paid  toward  the  erection  of  the  school  house, 
purchase  of  builcling-lots,  school-furniture,  and  teachers’  sala- 
ries, the  sum  of  $3,300.  This  amount  was  raised,  on  the  rep- 
resentation of  the  writer  and  others,  that  we  would  receive  aid 
from  the  Peabody  Fund,  to  the  amount  of  one-third  whatever 
we  raised  here.  But  for  the  stimulus  afforded  by  your  ex- 
pected aid,  I do  not  think  we  could  have  raised  $1,000.  We 
regretted  to  find  our  mistake.  Had  we  been  aware  of  this 
previously,  we  would  have  curtailed  somewhat  our  building 
expenses.  Considering  the  amount  already  paid  by  the  citizens 
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here,  who  are  but  poor  at  best,  we  cannot  ask  them  for  more 
money,  and  }~et  we  have  a building  capable  of  accommodating 
300  pupils,  and  plenty  of  children  to  till  the  house;  but  we  are 
not  able  to  receive  them,  for  the  simple  reason  we  have,  under 
a misapprehension,  expended  our  funds  on  the  building,  count- 
ing on^your  aid  to  enable  us  to  employ  the  requisite  number  of 
teachers.’ 

“ Durant.-— The  sum  of  $300  was  given  to  the  school  in  this 
place,  although  the  number  of  pupils  did  not  quite  reach  100. 
This  was  fully  justified  by  the  enterprise  of  the  citizens  in  rais- 
ing funds.  In  the  letter  making  application  for  assistance,  it  is 
said:  ‘Acting  under  information  we  thought  reliable,  that  the 

Peabod}r  Fund  would  be  used  as  an  encouragement  to  commu- 
nities rather  than  a charity  to  the  poor,  we  have  directed  our 
utmost  energies  to  the  establishment  of  a free  school.  Be- 
yond our  expectations,  we  have  procured  subscriptions  to  the 
amount  of  $2,000.  Our  . building  committee  have  engaged  the 
lumber  and  labor  for  house.  The  cost  I am  unable  at  present 
to  state,  yet  I may  safely  say  it  will  not  leave  enough  to  secure 
competent  teachers  for  the  year  ensuing.’ 

“To  Biloxi  we  continue  to  give  $4  0,  the  Committee  providing 
$1,400,  for  an  annual  school  conducted  according  to  our  rules. 

“ In  Yazoo  City  there  are  two  High  Schools — one  for  males 
and  one  for  females — besides  several  smaller  schools,  all  private. 
The  Trustees  of  the  High  Sehools  propose  that  all  these  be 
rnnited  and  organized  into  a graded  system,  and  made  free.  We 
have  offered  to  pay  $300  for  100  actual  attendants  or  $450  for]150, 
which  would  embrace  the  whole  number  of  children  in  the  place.” 

TEACHERS. 

We  may  establish  byTegislation  the  most  comprehensive  plan 
of  public  instruction — a system  perfect  in  general  and  local 
supervision,  with  ample  means  to  carry  it  on;  yet,  without 
good,  well  trained,  earnest  teachers,  who  understand  some- 
thing of  the  natural  properties  and  powers  of  the  material 
upon  which  the}T  are  to  work,  and  have  the  requisite  skill  to 
manage,  modify,  and  control  with  a view  to  improvement,  the 
whole  scheme  is  practically  a failure.  The  distinguished  edu- 
c itor,  Victor  Cousin,  Minister  of  Public  Instruction  in  France, 
once  said:  “ The  best  plans  of  education  cannot  be  executed 

except  by  the  instrumentality  of  good  teachers;”  and  the  State 
has  done  nothing  for  popular  education  if  it  does  not  wratch 
that  those  who  devote  themselves  to  teaching  be  well  prepared. 
Dr.  Channing  once  said,  in  referring  to  the  schools  of  Massa- 
chusetts: “ We  boast  of  our  public  schools,  but  the}'  do  com- 

paratively little  for  want  of  educated  teachers.”  Without 
good  teachers,  schools  are  but  a name. 

There  are  two  elements  which  constitute  the  essential  con- 
ditions of  efficiency  and  permanency  to  our  system  of  schools. 
The  first,  and  most  important  is,  properly  qualified  teachers. 
Second,  the  support  of  an  enlarged  and  enlightened  public  sen- 
timent. Our  greatest  present  want  is  earnest,  active  teachers, 
skilled  in  the  science  and  art  of  teaching.  Of  the  whole  num- 
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ber  of  teachers — upwards  of  four  thousand — emploj^ed  in  the 
public  schools  of  the  State,  comparatively  few  are  qualified  for 
their  work.  The  majority  are  most  lamentably  deficient  in  pro- 
fessional training  and  skill,  and  I regret  to  say,  that,  in  some 
instances,  teachers  have  been  employed  who  were  disqualified 
on  account  of  immorality.  There  are,  however,  many  teachers 
connected  with  our  public  schools  who  are  of  the  highest  type 
of  moral  and  Christian  character,  and  in  point  of  literary  and 
professional  attainments,  cannot  be  excelled. 

The  question  naturally  follows,  how  are  we  to  secure  these 
essential  elements  of  success?  We  answer,  there  are  three 
things  absolutely  necessary  to  be  done  by  legislation. 

The  first  is  to  establish  Normal  or  Training  schools  for 
teachers.  The  second  is  to  provide  for  the  organization  and 
maintenance  of  a vigorous  system  of  Teachers’  Institutes,  reach- 
ing every  county  in  the  State. 

The  third  is,  to  offer  inducements  b}r  means  of  liberal  salaries 
to  first  class  teachers. 

The  latter  will  do  much  to  relieve  the  present  pressure. 

The  State  is  not  in  a condition  to  enter  extensively  into  the 
establishing  of  Normal  Schools,  as  obtains  in  most  of  the  North- 
ern and  Western  States.  We  must  adapt  this  agency  to  our  cir- 
cumstances. The  State  is  expending  only  eight  thousand  dol- 
lars a year  for  the  support  of  Normal  instruction,  and  this  is 
appropriated  for  the  training  of  colored  teachers. 

The  following  plan  is  recommended,  which,  if  carried  into 
execution,  will  meet  the  present  exigency: 

Establish  in  every  countjq  containing  seven  thousand  edu- 
cable  3'outh,  a High  School,  or  schools,  (so  as  to  accommodate 
both  races,)  with  a Normal  department  for  the  training  of 
teachers  for  the  primary  schools,  or  elementary  instruction.  It 
should  be  made  obligatory  upon  the  county  to  furnish  suitable 
buildings,  and  meet  the  incidental  expenses — the  State  to  pay 
the  teachers.  Again,  the  law  establishing  scholarships  in  the 
Oxford  and  Alcorn  Universities,  should  be  so  amended  as  to 
require  every  student  who  receives  the  annuity  of  $100,  to 
pledge  themselves  to  teach  in  the  public  schools  of  the  State 
for  a term  of  at  least  three  j^ears.  Such  a requirement  would 
. be  just  and  equitable,  and  at  the  same  time  an  eminently  prac- 
tical measure,  in  view  of  the  great  demand  in  Mississippi  for 
educated  teachers. 

This  plan,  of  establishing  a sjstem  of  High  Schools  for  both 
races,  is  absolutely  necessary  to  perfect  our  educational  struc- 
ture. It  would  be  the  keystone  of  the  arch.  There  would 
then  be  a complete  and  unbroken  connection  from  the  primary 
school  up  to  the  University.  The  Hon.  J.  P.  Wickersham,  Super- 
intendent of  Public  Instruction  in  Pennsylvania,  in  one  of  his 
able  reports,  in  discussing  the  question  of  the  relation  of  higher 
education  to  a system  of  public  education,  says: 

“ Every  argument  that  can  be  adduced  in  favor  of  the  State’s 
aiding  in  the  work  of  elementary  education,  is  also  an  argu- 
ment, scarcely  less  strong,  in  favor  of  the  State’s  aiding  in 
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the  work  of  higher  education.  Higher  education,  as  well  as 
elementary  education,  and  in  some  cases,  even  more  so,  tends 
to  prevent  crime  and  improve  character;  to  increase  the 
wealth  of  the  State;  to  promote  the  happiness  of  the  people; 
to  make  citizens  qualified  to  discharge  their  duties  as  such; 
to  bring  about  equality  in  rights  and  privileges,  among  the 
different  classes  of  society,  and  to  mould  our  diversified  popu- 
lation into  one  nationality;  and  these  constitute  the  principal 
grounds  upon  which  statesmen  base  their  legislation  providing- 
systems  of  education.  For  the  same  reason,  also,  that  a State 
can  make  elementary  education  more  general,  cheaper  and  bet- 
ter than  anjr  other  agency  it  can  render  the  same  service  to 
higher  education.  And,  besides,  a system  of  higher  education  is 
the  necessary  complement  of  a system  of  elementary  education. 
* * * * * * * 

“Society  suffers  in  all  its  interests  from  those  who< are  but 
partially  educated.  ‘A  little  learning’  is  proving  itself  among 
us  to  be,  too  often,  a ‘ dangerous  thing.’  * * * What  is 

wanted  in  the  direction  of  higher  education  is  the  establish- 
ment of  high  public  schools  whenever  they  can  be  established 
with  success,  and  when  they  cannot  be  State  aid  and  en- 
couragement to  such  other  institutions  as  may  be  deemed  well 
suited  to  supply  the  place.” 

We  are  expending  $100,000  per  annum  in  appropriations  to 
our  universities— sound  policy  would  seem  to  dictate  that  the 
State  should  provide  means  whereby  the  people  may  receive 
the  benefits  of  this  endowment,  and,  at  the  same  time,  build 
up  the  universities  by  supplying  preparatory  schools,  that 
shall  operate  as  feeders.  And  especially  does  the  practical- 
ness of  this  measure  appear,  when  we  consider  that  at  the  same 
time  we  would  be  supplying  the  great  want  of  our  elementary  sys- 
tem of  education,  by  furnishing  professionally  trained  teachers. 

The  establishment  of  Teachers’  Institutes  is  the  most  prac- 
tical measure  to  meet  our  immediate  wants.  The  history  of  or- 
ganizations of  this  character,  when  they  have  been  regularly 
and  systematically  supported,  presents  ample  proof  of  their 
utility.  The  value  of  Teachers’  Institutes  as  a special  agency 
for  the  professional  training  of  teachers;  the  development  of 
the  scientific  principles  upon  which  education  is  based;  the 
diffusion  of  the  knowledge  of  these  principles  among  the  peo- 
ple, are  a means  of  securing  an  enlarged  and  enlightened  public 
sentiment,  and  the  necessary  co-operation  between  teacher  and 
the  people,  has  been  tested  by  more  than  twenty-five  years, 
trials,  and  its  utility  demonstrated  in  those  States  where  the 
most  vigorous  school  systems  obtain.  It  is  conceded  by  all 
the  leading  educators  in  the  country,  that  Institute  instruction 
has  acco  mplished  more  than  any  other  agency  in  elevating  the 
standard  of  public  instruction  and  professional  attainment 
among  the  great  body  of  our  American  teachers. 

One  of  our  leading  American  educators,  says: 

“ Teachers’  Institutes  have  inaugurated  a new  era  in  the 
science  of  teaching.  The  impetus  which  they  have  given  to 
inquiry  and  earnest  thought  is  generally  felt  in  the  sphere  of 
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public  instruction;  they  occupy  a place  which  cannot  be  supplied 
by  any  other  agency. 

The  Institute  affords  means  for  special  instruction  in  all  the 
modern  improvements  in  teaching  to  all  our  teachers,  a large 
class  of  whom,  have  not  the  time  or  means  for  a thorough  course 
of  study  in  a Normal  College.  So  popular  has  this  agency  for 
professional  instruction  become,  that  in  many  of  the  States, 
large  appropriations  are  made  for  their  support.  In  some  in- 
stances, a professional  Institute  instructor  is  employed  at  a 
yearly  salaiy,  whose  duty  it  is  to  conduct  these  temporary 
Normal  Schools  in  every  city  or  district  in  the  State,  and  the 
teachers  are  required  by  law  to  attend. 

It  is  recommended  that  an  appropriation  of  three  thousand 
dollars  be  made  for  Institute  purposes,  and  that  the  funds  thus 
appropriated  be  disbursed  in  the  same  way  and  manner  as 
now  provided  by  law  for  Normal  Schools. 

Appreciating  the  importance  of  Teachers’  Institutes,  County 
Superintendents  were  instructed  to  organize  Institutes  in  their 
respective  districts;  accordingly,  organizations  were  effected 
in  eight  counties. 

The  following  extracts  from  the  instructions  issued  wTill 
exhibit  the  plan  of  organization,  and  method  of  conducting 
County  Institutes. 

Department  of  Education,  ) 

Superintendent’s  Office,  October,  1871.  j 

The  attention  of  County  Superintendents  is  called  to  the 
importance  of  organizing,  in  their  respective  districts,  “Teach- 
ers’ Associations,”  or  “Institutes.” 

********** 

Teachers’  Associations,  having  for  their  object  the  attain- 
ment of  a thorough  practical  knowledge  of  the  philosophy  of 
their  profession,  the  establishment  of  social  intercourse  among 
the  members;  a common  sympathy  between  themselves  and 
the  people,  and  the  securing  of  unity  in  professional  purpose 
and  action,  will,  if  properly  managed  and  conducted,  inevitably 
secure  a higher  estimate  of  their  noble  calling,  and  infuse  an 
esprit  du  corps , which  is  an  element  of  success  in  every  profes- 
sional calling. 

********** 

I fully  appreciate  the  fact  that  the  inauguration  of  this 
measure  will  be  attended  with  many  difficulties,  requiring  much 
labor,  energy,  and  persistent  effort.  Comparatively  few  school 
officers  are  experienced  in  the  management  of  an  Institute,  or 
have  the  requisite  knowledge  of  its  peculiar  work. 

The  indifference  of  the  people,  the  lack  of  competent  Insti- 
tute instructors,  and  last,  though  not  least,  the  T1  ant  of  means 
to  defray  the  necessary  expenses  (no  provisions  having  been 
made  by  law  to  raise  or  appropriate  public  funds  for  County 
Institutes),  are  a few  among  the  obstacles  to  be  overcome. 

It  is  not  intended,  neither  expected,  under  existing  circum- 
stances, to  perfect  these  organizations  at  once,  and,  indeed,  in 
counties  with  a sparse  population  and  but  few  schools,  a 
county  organization  would  be  impracticable.  The  Institute 
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work,  under  the  most  favorable  auspices,  is  of  slow  growth; 
still,  there  must  be  an  initiatory  step — a beginning,  however 
small  or  crude  our  work  may  appear, 

* * * * * * * * -*  *- 

I have  urged  the  adoption  of  this  measure  as  affording  the 
best  and  only  available  means  for  the  promotion  of  special 
preparatory  training  of  our  teachers,  and  awakening  a favora- 
ble public  sentiment  toward- the  free  public  school  system.  I 
feel  assured  that  Superintendents  and  other  school  officers  will 
at  once  recognize  the  importance  of  the  measure,  and  with  the 
hearty  co-operation — the  prompt,  energetic,'  and  earnest  sup- 
port, which  has  characterized  the  majority  of  our  school 
officers  in  executing  all  measures,  orders  or  instructionsemena- 
ting  from  the  Department  in  the  past,  I entertain  no  doubts  as 
to  its  ultimate  success.  Much,  however,  depends  upon  the 
organization  and  judicious  management,  if  we  would  seaure 
immediate  practical  results. 

Rules  for  the  management  of  an  Institute  are,  to  a greater  or* 
less  extent,  arbitrary.  Systematization,  which  is  essential  to 
all  well  regulated  and  successful  educational  institutions,  ap- 
plies with  equal  force  to  the  Teachers’  Institute. 

TIME  AND  PLAGE  FOR  HOLDING  THE  INSTITUTE. 

The  most  appropriate  time  for  holding  an  annual  Institute 
is  just  befofe  the  opening  or  during  the  early  part  of  a school 
term.  Teachers  will  naturally  feel  more  interest  in  an  enter- 
prise of  . this  kind  at  this  time;'  and,  besides,  the  school  will  re- 
ceive the  benefit  derived  from  the  adoption  of  improved  methods 
of  instruction,  discipline,  and  general  school  management. 

The  place  for  holding  the  Institute  should  be  selected  at 
some  central  point  easy  of  access,  and  with  a view  to  the  com- 
fort and  convenience  of  the  'teachers.  It  is  not  advisable, 
however,  where  there  exists  a general  hostilit}'  of  the  people 
toward  the  public  school  system,  or  where  a general  apathy 
prevails,  unless  some  influential  citizen,  or  a number  of  citizens, 
will  co-operate  with  the  school  officers  and  teachers  in  sustain- 
ing it.  The  County  Superintendent,  ora  committee  appointed 
for  the  purpose,  should  take  the  precaution  to  consult  with  the 
citizens  of  the  town  or  village  and  ascertain  their  sentiments 
toward  the  enterprise,  also  whether  the  people  are  willing  to 
furnish  entertainment  for  the  teachers,  as  hotel  accommoda- 
tions in  most  of  the  interior  towns  are  very  limited. 

NOTICE  OF  THE  MEETING. 

Notice  should  be  given  of  the  time  and  place  of  the  meeting 
through  the  newspapers  circulating  in  the  county.  In  case, 
however,  a general  notice  could  not  be  given  by  this  means, 
handbills  or  circulars  may  be  substituted.  Th'e  published  no- 
tice should  include  the  names  of  the  instructors,  also  a sched- 
ule of  the  exercises. 

LENGTH  OF  TIME  FOR  HOLDING  THE  INSTITUTE. 

A session  from  three  to  five  days,  under  existing  circum- 
stances, is  sufficient  for  all  practicable  purposes.  The  history 
of  the  Institute  work  in  other  States  where  it  has  been  sue- 
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cessfully  carried  on  indicates,  that  for  ordinary  County  insti- 
tute work,  sessions  of  from  .three  to  five  da}’S  are  attended  with 
far  more  success,  as  a general  rule,  than  longer  sessions. 

In  view  of  the  fact  that  the  Institute  is  yet  an  untried  exper- 
iment in  this  State,  this  rule  will  apply  with  special  force.  The 
sessions,  therefore,  should  be  short*  the  instruction  practical 
and  thorough,  and  limited  to  a few  of  the  most  important  topics. 

COMMITTEES. 

There  should  be  an  Executive  Committee,  of  which  the 
County  Superintendent,  or  one  of  the  School  Directors,  should 
be  Chairman.  At  all  events,  it  should  be  some  person  ac- 
quainted with  the  teachers  of  the  county. 

The  duties  of  the  Committee  are  to  procure  suitable  rooms 
for  holding  the  Institute  and  supplying  the  necessary  school 
apparatus,  blackboards,  globes,  charts,  etc.;  to  engage  the 
lecturers,  and  one  or  more  instructors,  to  conduct  the  daily  les- 
sons, [generally,  one  instructor,  with  a teacher  of  music  and 
penmanship  is  sufficient] — to  arrange  with  teachers  to  have 
essays  prepared;  and,  when  practicable,  secure  vocal  or  instru- 
mental music,  or  both,  to  prepare  a programme  for  each  day’s 
exercises,  and  give  notice  of  the  time  and  place  for  meeting.  In 
a word,  to  have  the  general  management  of  the  Institute.  In 
making  these  arrangements,  sufficient  time  previous  to  the 
meeting  should  be  allowed  for  all  the  necessary  preparations. 

The  regular  officers  of  the  organization  should  be  ex  officio 
members  of  the  Executive  Committee.  This  Committee  may 
appoint  sub-committees  for  special  purposes,  such  as  Finance, 
Business  Arrangements,  Music,  Resolutions,  etc. 

ORGANIZATION. 

In  forminga  new,  of  original  organization,  the  Count}'  Super- 
intendent may  act  as  temporary  chairman,  or  some  other  person 
may  be  elected.  Committees  on  permanent  organization  and 
constitution  should  then  be  appointed.  Meetings  may  adjourn 
for  a sufficient  length  of  time  to  enable  their  committees  to 
prepare  their  reports:  The.  organization  of  an  Institute  is  sim- 

ple, and  should  consume  but  little  time. 

OFFICERS. 

The  regular  officers,  and  their  duties,  are  similar  to  those  of 
all  associations  and  deliberative  assemblies.  These  should  be 
defined  in  the  Constitution  and  By-laws  of  the  Institute.  Strict 
observance  of  parliamentary  usage  in  the  transaction  of  all  bus- 
iness, promptness  and  decision  on  the  part  of  the  presiding  officer 
are  absolutely  essential  to  success  in  conducting  the  Institute. 

INSTRUCTORS. 

One  good  instructor,  who  thoroughly  understands  the  busi- 
ness of  Institute  instruction,  is  sufficient  for  an  ordinary 
Institute.  Teachers  for  special  instruction,  such  as  vocal 
music,  penmanship  and  drawing,  may  be  profitably  employed. 
The  instructor  should  be  apprised  of  the  subjects  upon  which 
lie  is  to  give  instruction,  in  time  to  make  such  preparation  as  will 
enable  him  to  develop,  and  elaborate  the  best  methods  for  adop- 
tion in  teaching,  so  as  to  secure  the  largest  practical  results. 
He  should  be  provided  with  a blackboard,  and  other  necessary 
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apparatus,  to  illustrate  liis  ideas.  For  his  method  of  presenting 
and  illustrating  the  subject  will  be  regarded  as  a model  for  the 
teachers  to  follow. 

In  case  the  County  Superintendent,  or  committee,  are  unable 
to  secure  the  services  of  a professional  Institute  instructor, 
they  may  select  one  or  more  experienced  teachers  to  perform 
the  duties.  It  is  recommended  that  the  Institute  be  provided 
with  the  standard  professional  manuals,  such  as  “Page’s 
Theory  and  Practice  of  Teaching,”  “ Northend’s  Teachers’  As- 
sistant,” “ Orcutt’s  Teachers’  Manual,”  “Wickersham’s  Method 
of  Instruction,”  “Fowler’s  Teachers’  Institute,”  “Teachers’ 
Guide  to  Illustration;”  and,  in  this  connection,  we  would 
recommend  that  every  teacher  should  provide  himself  with 
these  professional  works. 


FORM  OF  PROGRAMME  FOR  DAILY  EXERCISES. 

Monday,  December  . . . .,  181 . . 
Morning.  Time. 

Calling  roll  of  members 5 minutes. 

Devotional  exercises  conducted  by  Rev. 10  “ 

Reading  minutes  of  preceding  day 10  “ 

Instruction  by  Prof.  Topic : Method  of  teaching  the 
rudiments  of  arithmetic,  illustrated  by  model  lesson30  “ 

Discussion  on  topic  presented,  b}-  members 20  “ 

lleccss. 

Vocal  or  instrumental  music 5 “ 

Instruction  by  Prof.  B.  Topic:  Method  of  teach- 
ing fractions,  illustrated  by  model  lesson 30  “ 

Discussion  of  the  same  by  members 20  “ 

Discussion.  Question:  Are  our  courses*  of  study 

and  methods  of  teaching  sufficiently  practical.  . .25  “ 

Instruction  in  physical  training.  Calisthenics,  etc.  15 
Afternoon. 

Vocal  music 5 minutes. 

Instruction  reading,  primary  and  advanced,  by  Prof.. 30  “ 

Discussion  of  the  same * 20  “ 

Instruction  in  Orthography 20  “ 

Exercises  in  Penmanship,  by  Mr. 20  “ 

Instructions  upon  moral  training,  by  Prof. 20  “ 

. Recess. 

Instruction  in  Geography,  illustrated  by  model  lesson 30  minutes. 

Sub-lecture  on  map  drawing 20  “ 

Essay,  by  Miss 10  “ 

Answering  questions  from  the  query  box 20  “ 

Evening. 

Music 5 Minutes. 

Lecture,  by  Mr. 30  “ 

Select  reading,  by  Miss 10  “ 

Discussion.  Question:  Resolved,  That  corporeal 
punishment  is  detrimental  to  good  order  and 

school  discipline 45  “ 

Essa}^,  by 15  “ 

Music 5 “ 
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The  above  form  will  serve  as  an  illustration  for  an  Institute 
composed  of  teachers  of  ungraded  district  schools.  The  pro- 
gramme can  be  varied  each  day.  Instruction  on  important 
subjects,  however,  may  be  continued  from  day  to  day. 

The  programme  should  not  embrace  too  wide  a range  of 
subjects.  Practical  topics,  relating  to  the  immediate  wants  of 
our  three  grades  of  schools,  should  be  selected,  and  the  in- 
struction systematic  and  thorough. 

The  President  of  the  Institute  should  be  provided  with  a pro- 
gramme for  each  day’s  exercises,  and  it  will  be  his  duty  to  see 
that  the  order  of  exercises  is  strictly  and  promptly  compiiedwith. 

CONSTITUTION. 

Article  1.  This  Institute  shall  be  known  as  the 

Teachers’  Institute  or  Association. 

Art.  2.  The  object  of  this  Association  shall  be  the  mutual 
improvement  of  its  members  in  the  science  and  art  of  teaching, 
the  diffusing  of  knowledge  pertaining  to  the  philosophy  of 
their  profession,  and  the  dissemination  of  information  among 
the  people,  relating  to  the  system  of  free  public  school  instruc- 
tion, to  promote  harmony  of  feeling,  and  unity  of  interest 
among  its  members. 

Art.  3.  Any  teacher  or  person  friendly  to  the  cause  of  pop- 
ular education  may  become  a member  of  this  Institute  by  sub- 
scribing to  the  Constitution. 

Art.  4.  The  regular  meetings  of  this  Institute  shall  be  held 
in  each  year,  at  such  times  and  places  as  may  be  fixed  by  the 
Executive  Committee. 

Art.  5.  The  regular  officers  of  this  Institute  shall  be  a 
President,  two  or  more  Vice-Presidents,  a Secretary,  an  Assis- 
tant Secretary,  a Treasurer,  and  an  Executive  Committee;  and 
shall  be  elected  annually  on  the  first  day  of  the  first  session  in 
each  }-ear. 

Art.  6.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  President  (and,  ir  his 
absence,  the  Vice-President),  to  preside  at  all  meetings  of  the 
Institute,  decide  points  of  order,  preserve  due  decorum,  and 
regulate  the  exercises  according  to  the  programme  furnished 
him  by  the  Institute. 

Art.  7.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Secretaries  to  keep  a 
faithful  record  of  the  proceedings  of  tne  Institute,  note  an 
abstract  of  the  instruction,  debates,  essays,  and  lectures,  and 
prepare  certificates  of  membership. 

Art.  8.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Treasurer  to  keep  an 
account  with  the  Institute  of  all  moneys  received  and  paid  out, 
and  submit  to  the  Institute  an  annual  exhibit  of  his  accounts. 

Art.  9.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Executive  Committee  to 
fix  the  time  and  place  for  holding  the  Institute,  giving  at  least 
one  month’s  previous  notice  of  the  same,  and  secure  the  services 
of  competent  lecturers,  instructors,  essayists,  and  singers  for 
conducting  the  exercises. 

Art.  10.  All  the  regular  officers  shall  be  elected  by  ballot, 
and  the  majority  shall  elect. 

Art.  11.  Any  of  the  provisions  of  the  Constitution  may  be 
A— 12 
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amended,  and  new  articles  added  thereto,  at  any  regular  meet- 
ing, by  giving  two  days’  previous  notice  of  the  .proposed 
amendments  or  additions;  Provided , Two-thirds  of  the  mem- 
bers present  vote  in  favor  of  such  amendments  or  additions. 

By-laws,  in  keeping  with  parliamentary  usage,  may  be 
adopted  by  the  Institute. 

METHOD  OF  CONDUCTING  THE  EXERCISES  OF  THE  INSTITUTE. 

The  first  business  after  assembling  in  the  morning,  is  the 
calling  of  the  roll  of  members  by  the  Secretary.  Such 
methods  of  responding  to  the  call  may  be  adopted  as  might  be 
imitated  to  advantage  in  the  school-room.  Responses  by  a 
quotation  from  Scripture,  the  recitation  of  a school  motto,  or 
moral,  sentiment,  are  frequently  adopted. 

Especial  pains  should  be  taken  to  secure  regular  and  punc- 
tual attendance  upon  each  session.  Its  importance  cannot  be 
overestimated. 

The  calling  of  the  roll  is  followed  by  devotional  exercises. 

The  regular  order  of  instruction,  as  arranged  in  the  pro- 
gramme, now  begins. 

Various  methods  of  conducting  the  instruction  obtain. 

In  an  article  on  the  subject  of  Teachers’  Institutes,  in  a 
recent  number  of  the  Arkansas  Journal  of  Education , the 
writer,  in  referring  to  methods  of  conducting  Institute  instruc- 
tion, writes  as  follows: 

“ The  usual  method  is  the  easy,  but  almost  ineffectual,  pour- 
ing-in process.  A lecturer,  for  an  hour,  more  or  less,  pours  a 
stream  of  talk  into  the  ears  of  a silent  audience,  often  inactive 
in  mind  as  well  as  bod}r,  and  sometimes  utterly  heedless  of  the 
lecturer’s  words,  or  unable  to  understand  his  meaning.  Visit- 
ing a large  Institute  recently,  addressed  by  eminent  educators, 
we  observed  but  one  listener  who  sppeared  to  be  taking  notes 
of  the  matter  presented.  Question  these  teachers  next  week 
upon  the  instruction  presented,  and  the  result,  in  most  cases, 
will  turn  out  to  be  absolutely  nil.  With  a large  Institute,  the 
best  plan  seems  to  be  a modification  of  the  lecture  system.  The 
speaker  talks  slowly  and  succinctljq  and  requires  notes  of  his 
lecture  to  be  taken,  pausing  after  the  statement  of  every  leading 
principle,  or  important  fact,  that  it  may  be  written  down  in  full. 
He  asks  frequent  questions,  invites  inquiries  from  members, 
and  otherwise  draws  out  their  own  mind  upon  the  topic  in 
hand.  The  thorough  effectiveness  of  this  method  depends  also 
upon  the  questioning  of  the  Institute,  both  collectively  and 
individually,  upon  the  whole  matter  of  the  lecture,  either  at  its 
close,  or  just  before  the  next  in  the  same  series  is  entered  upon, 
with  a general  review  near  the  end  of  the  session.  The  teacher 
must  be  dull,  indeed, who  does  not  bear  much  away  from  a 
meeting  conducted  in  this  manner.  In  a small  Institute,  it  is 
practicable  to  adopt  what  may  be  called  the  ‘ Bible-blass  plan.’ 
The  conductor  takes  his  seat  informally  before  the  class,  pro- 
poses a theme,  and  starts  an  animated  conversation  upon  it. 
He  keeps  the  talk  within  limits,  and  to  the  point,  calls  upon  the 
older  members  to  contribute  their  theories  and  experiences, 
encourage  the  younger  ones  to  present  their  difficulties,  and 
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make  inquiries,  and,  at  the  close  of  the  hour,  gives  a general 
survey  of  the  ground  gone  over.  When  well  managed,  this  is 
a very  profitable  method.  It  is  well,  in  an  ordinary  Institute, 
to  have  the  exercises  follow  each  other  in  the  usual  order  of 
recitations  in  a district  school.” 

We  heartily  indorse  his  ideas,  and  recommend  the  adoption 
of  the  plans  suggested. 

The  “ Bible-class  sj'stem,”  in  particular,  is  very  simple,  and 
eminently  practical.  Whatever  method  the  instructor  may 
adopt,  it  should  be  his  aim  to  adapt  the  instruction  to  the  cir- 
cumstances and  present  wants  of  the  teachers.  The  majority 
of  our  teachers  are  employed  in  ungraded  schools,  and  their 
instruction  is  principally  of  a rudimentary  or  primary  charac- 
ter; and,  besides,  very  few  have  ever  received  any  professional 
training.  An  attempt,  therefore,  to  give  instruction  in  abstract 
principles,  or  to  employ  the  technical  terms  of  the  profession, 
in  presenting  a subject,  would  be  an  utter  failure. 

The  instructor  should  never  lose  sight  of  the  main  object  of 
Institute  instruction,  viz.:  The  development  of  the  science  of 

teaching,  and  the  best  methods  or  art  of  applying  the  princi- 
ples of  the  science,  so  as  to  secure  the  largest  practical  results, 
or,  in  a word,  to  discover  truer  and  better  methods  of  instruction. 

Discussions  are  a customary  feature  of  the  Institute,  and, 
when  properly  managed,  are  productive  of  much  good.  Sub- 
jects, or  questions  of  a political  nature,  involving  partizan  views, 
or  of  a moral  character,  involving  sectarian  views,  should  be 
avoided.  The  object  should  be  to  elicit  truths,  and  develop 
thoughts  and  ideas  pertaining  to  education,  which  are  applica- 
ble to  the  teacher’s  work.  Short  essays,  containing  a few  well 
digested  thoughts,  add  much  to  the  life  and  interest  of  the  In- 
stitute. These  should  be  invariably  short. 

The  most  appropriate  time  for  the  delivery  of  the  regular 
lectures  of  the  Institute,  is  at  the  evening  session;  this,  how- 
ever, can  be  arranged  to  suit  convenience. 

The  query  box  is  another  means  of  eliciting  much  valuable 
information,  and  exciting  interest.  Questions  upon  important 
and  useful  topics  are  dropped  into  a box,  provided  for  that  pur- 
pose and  a short  time  each  day  devoted  to  reading  and  answering. 

Every  opportunity  should  be  afforded  the  teachers  for  culti- 
vating the  social  faculties;  one  or  more  social  entertainments 
should  be  given  during  the  session. 

It  is  recommended  that  the  Superintendents  and  Directors 
make  all  the  necessary  preparations  for  holding  the  first  meet- 
ing of  the  Institute. 

This  enterprise  is  of  no  ordinary  character.  Under  existing 
circumstances,  it  is  a work  of  great  magnitude,  and  will  require 
much  labor  and  effort.  The  success  of  this  measure  will  de- 
pend largely  upon  the  earnest  co-operation  and  support  of  our 
county  school  officers.  II.  li.  PEASE, 

Superintendent  of  Public  Education. 

UNIFORMITY  OF  TEXT- BOOKS. 

Under  the  existing  law,  a uniformity  of  school-books  is  re- 
quired in  each  count}'.  It  is  made  the  dut}'  of  the  Board  of 


ISO 


School  Directors  to  prescribe  the  text-books  to  be  used  in  the 
schools.  The  law  has  been  generally  complied  with,  so  far  as 
the  mere  adoption  of  a schedule  of  text-books  by  the  Boards 
of  School  Directors  is  concerned;  yet,  in  a majority  of  the 
counties,  the  law  is  practically  nil.  The  patrons  of  the  schools, 
in  many  instances,  are  unable  to  purchase  the  books  adopted, 
and  those  who  are  able,  often  neglect  or  refuse  to  furnish  their 
children  with  the  prescribed  books;  and  school  officers  are 
utterly  powerless  to  enforce  the  uniform  use  of  books  in  the 
schools  as  the  law  now  stands.  In  some  instances,  the  failure 
to  secure  uniformity  is  no  doubt  the  result  of  a want  of  proper 
appreciation  of  its  importance  on  the  part  of  school  officers. 

The  law  authorizes  the  Boards  of  School  Directors  to  make 
arrangements  for  furnishing  the  schools  with  books  at  the 
actual  cost.  This  is  a very  good  feature,  as  far  as  it  goes;  but 
it  does  not  go  far  enough.  The  law  should  be  mandatory,  .with 
a penalty  attached,  and  instead  of  simply  authorizing  the  buy- 
ing and  selling  of  the  books  at  cost,  or  with  profits,  the  county 
should  furnish  the  books  used  in  the  schools  in  the  same  man- 
ner that  it  furnishes  apparatus — such  as  blackboards,  globes, 
etc.  Each  school  should  be  furnished  with  the  necessary 
books'prescribed  for  the  branches  taught,  according  to  grade. 

Teachers  should  be  ma  le  the  custodians  of  all  such  property, 
and  held  responsible  for  the  preservation  and  safe-keeping  of 
the  same  (the  ordinary  wear  and  tear  excepted),  subject  to 
such  regulation  as  may  be  prescribed  by  the  County  Superin- 
tendent. Any"  teacher  using  or  permitting  the  use  of  any  text- 
book, other  than  the  prescribed  series  of  books,  should  be 
subject  to  fine  or  forfeiture  of  salary. 

Another  serious  evil  connected  with  our  present  system  of 
regulating  the  use  of  school-books,  and  one  which  should  be 
remedied,  is,  the  frequent  change  of  text-books.  Under  the  ex- 
isting law,  the  Board  of  School  Directors  may  adopt  a new  series 
of  books  for  every  term,  or  as  often  as  they  choose.  When 
once  a series  of  standard  text-books  have  been  adopted,  and 
introduced  into  the  schools,  no  change  should  be  made  for 
a period  of  at  least  three  years.  While  I am  in  favor  of  pro- 
gress, and  the  encouragement  and  adoption  of  improvements 
of  all  kinds,  and  especially,  in  educational  matters,  I am  fully 
convinced  that  there  is  nothing  to  be  gained  by  frequent 
changes  of  text-books.  Experience  shows  that  it  is  a positive 
detriment  to  a school,  or  s}^stem  of  schools,  to  say  nothing  of 
the  enormous,  and  wholly  unnecessary  expense  imposed  upon 
the  people.  If  new  discoveries  and  improvements  in  class  or 
text-book  exercises  are  made,  the  teacher  should  be  able  to 
supply  any^  faults  or  defects  of  the  text-book  in  use. 

The  importance  of  uniformity  of  class-books  in  a school,  and 
the  essentialness  of  permanent  uniformity  in  a s}Tstem  of 
schools,  is  fully  appreciated  by  every  experienced  teacher,  and 
is  indorsed  bjr  all  our  leading  educators. 

Hon.  E.  E.  White,  one  of  our  most  distinguished  educational 
writers,  says:  “One  of  the  most  serious  hindrances  to  the 

success  of  country  schools,  is  the  multiplicity  of  exercises 
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claiming  tlie  teachers  attention,  and  the  evil  is  greatly 
increased  by  want  of  uniformity  in  text-books.  It  is  surprising 
that  Boards  of  Education  and  School  Directors  do  not  realize 
the  magnitude  of  this  evil  and  its  consequences.  There  are 
hundreds  of  schools  in  which  one-half  of  the  school  money  is 
wasted  through  the  diversity  of  text-books.  The  schools  are 
thus  broken  into  fragments  of  classes,  and  the  time  of  the 
teacher  is  largely  misspent  in  hearing  pupils,  in  rapid  succes- 
sion, say  off  their  lessons.  Even  in  Ohio,  there  are  many  sub- 
district schools,  in  which  from  two  to  five  different  kinds  of 
text-books  in  the  same  branch  of  study  are  in  use.  At  the 
recent  Institute  in  Galleo  county,  a teacher  stated  that  he  had 
in  his  school,  last  winter,  seven  classes  in  geography,  and  five 
classes  in  arithmetic.  It  is  high  time,  in  our  judgment,  that 
the  legislative  ax  was  laid  at  the  root  of  this  evil.  What  is 
needed  is  a law  making  it  the  duty  of  Boards  of  Education  to 
adopt  one  series  of  text-books  in  each  branch  of  study,  and 
making  the  use  of  any  other  books  result  in  the  forfeiture  of 
the  teacher’s  salary.  In  case  any  Board  fails  to  adopt  books, 
the  teacher  should  be  authorized  to  use  the  series  of  which  the 
greatest  number  of  copies  is  in  the  hands  of  the  pupils,  and  no 
other,  under  the  penalty  as  above.  Give  our  teachers  such  a 
law  as  this,  and  the  evils  of  a multiplicity  of  text-books  will  soon 
disappear.  To  correct  the  evil  of  frequent  change  of  books, 
the  law  might  provide  that  books,  when  once  adopted,  should 
be  used  for  a term  of  years,  unless  changed  by  a three-fourtlis, 
or  unanimous,  vote  of  the  Board. 

PUBLIC  SENTIMENT. 

It  affords  me  much  pleasure  to  be  able  to  report  a most  mar- 
velous revolution  in  public  sentiment,  favorable  to  popular 
education,  during  the  past  year.  The  rapid  growth  of  our  free 
schools,  and  the  indications  of  increasing  popular  favor,  are 
highly  gratifying,  full  of  hope  and  promise  for  the  future. 

No  feature  of  the  new  sj^stem  of  government  met  with  more 
determined  opposition  at  the  outset,  than  the  school  sj-stem. 

A majority  of  the  wealthy  and  intelligent  classes,  unable 
to  divest  themselves  of  the  irrational  prejudices  and  pas- 
sions,— the  outgrowth  of  slavery — clinging  with  a tenacity 
worthy  of  a better  cause,  to  its  concomitant  social,  political, 
and  educational  theories, — they  contested  the  introduction  of 
the  people’s  schools  with  a determination  that  seemed  at 
times,  would  overwhelm  and  destroy  them.  This  antagonism 
was  inspired  by  a class  of  idle  politicians,  and  an  unscrupulous 
press,  whose  acme  of  ambition  seemed  to  be  to  thwart  every 
measure  and  effort  looking  to  the  development  and  prosperity 
of  the  State  ; prelerring  darkness  to  light — ignorance  to  intel- 
ligence. 

This  partizan  hostility  at  length  culminated  in  open  vio- 
lence, particularly  in  the  eastern  portion  of  the  State.  1 have 
deemed  it  a matter  of  duty,  unpleasant  and  painful  as  it  is,  to 
report  some  of  the  most  flagrant  cases  of  incendiarism,  and  vio- 
lence towards  teachers  and  school  officers  which  have  occurred 
since  the  inauguration  of  the  free  school  system. 
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The  following  extracts  are  taken  from  the  official  records  of 
the  Department: 

The  Superintendent  of  Amite  county  reports:  “Many  threats 
have  been  made  against  persons  teaching  colored  schools,  but 
no  overt  act  has  been  committed.  I have  experienced  much 
less  opposition  than  I expected,  having  no  difficulty  in  estab- 
lishing white  schools,  but  finding  great  difficulty  in  procuring 
teachers  for  the  colored  people,  owing  to  the  prejudice  existing 
toward  persons  engagedin  that  branch  of  the  free  schools.” 

The  Superintendent  of  Choctaw  reports:  “That  late  in  the 
fall#of  1870,  two  churches  were  burned  in  that  county;  also  a 
school-house  in  April,  and  another  in  May,  both  burned  b^y 
unknown  parties,  and  the  schools  broken  up.  On  the  night  of 
the  7th  of  May,  Rev.  J.  P.  Lewis,  one  of  the  School  Directors, 
while  attending  religious  service,  had  his  buggy  literally  cut  to 
pieces  and  destroyed.  Since  then,  Mr.  Lewis  informs  me,  that 
his  life  has  been  threatened,  and  has  to-day  resigned  his  office 
as  School  Director.  Nothing  can  be  alleged  against  Mr. 
Lewis.  He  is  a true  Republican,  and  thorough  friend  to  free  edu- 
cation, and  stands  as  high  in  society  as  any  man  in  the  count}^.” 

The  Superintendent  of  Chickasaw  county  reports:  “I  obtain 
the  following  facts — F.  B.  Emmens  and  Cornelins  McBride, 
both  teachers  of  colored  schools,  have  been  badly  abused — the 
latter  terribly  whipped  by  a disguised  party  ; also,  that 
three  school-houses  have  been  burned.  One  of  the  three,  was 
a church  tendered  for  the  use  of  the  colored  people  as  a school- 
house.  The  other  two  houses  were  built  by  the  colored  people 
expressly  for  school  purposes.” 

Mr.  Jamison  further  adds:  “That  I am  unable  to  account  for 
these  outrages,  unless  it  be  opposition  to  colored  schools — all 
the  damage  being  to  that  class  of  schools.  In  several  neigh- 
borhoods, I have  found  it  impossible  to  obtain  teachers  for  the 
colored  schools,  so  great  is  the  fear  of  these  disguised  men.” 

Cornelius  McBride,  to  whom  reference  is  made,  reports:  “I 
have  been  conducting  a colored  school  in  this  county  during 
the  present  year,  with  the  consent  of  the  white  people  residing 
in  the  neighborhood.  I taught  the  same  school  before  the 
inauguration  of  the  free  school  system.  On  Thursday,  about 
twelve  o’clock  at  night,  a body  of  armed  men  surrounded  my 
house  and  ordered  me  out.  The  moon  was  shining  brightly, 
and  I saw  that  their  faces  were  blackened.  I believed  they 
would  murder  me,  and  I tried  to  make  my  escape  through  the 
window.  I was  fired  at  three  times,  and  finallj"  caught,  taken 
to  the  woods,  and  beaten  in  a fearful  manner.  I again  made 
an  effort  to  escape,  and  again  -was  shot  at  three  times.  A school- 
house  in  what  is  known  as  the  Besly  Section,  w's  burned  in 
the  night.  The  teacher  was  a native  Mississippian,  and  an 
old  man,  Mr.  Hartnet,  a teacher  of  a colored  school,  was  fired 
upon  twice  while  returning  from  Houston,  where  he  had  been  to 
make  his  monthly  report.” 

The  County  Superintendent  of  Lowndes  county  reports: 
“ To  give  you  each  and  every  case  of  unlawful  disturbance 
against  our  free  public  schools  in  this  county,  would  swell  my 
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communication  to  an  unexpected  length.  I can  only  say 
briefly,  that  several  of  our  teachers  have  been  visited  by  dis- 
guised men  known  as  Ku-Klux.  All  the  teachers  were  white, 
and  all  of  Southern  birth,  except  Mr.  Farmer,  who  was  obliged 
to  leave  the  county.  Three  teachers  of  colored  schools  were 
obliged  to  close  their  schools.  Just  after  the  demand  of  the 
Ku-Klux,  that  no  more  free  schools  should  be  taught,  I visited 
a white  school  taught  by  a lady,  and  found  onty  four  pupils 
present.  The  children  and  their  parents  were  so  badly  fright- 
ened that  the  school  was  nearly  broken  up.  I requested  the 
lady  to  continue,  which  she  did.  The  circumstances  have 
been  such,  that,  in  nearly  every  case,  the  teachers  could  do 
nothing  but  obey  the  demand  of  the  Ku-Klux  and  close  school. 
One  teacher  is  a Southern  gentleman,  and  a Congregational 
minister.  On  one  occasion,  lie  went  from  home  several  miles 
and  preached  to  the  colored  people,  the  Ku-Klux  called  on 
him  at  midnight  and  ordered  him  to  close  his  school,  taught 
on  his  own  farm  and  in  his  own  house;  they  also  told  him  he 
would  not  be  allowed  to  preach  any  more.  He  disobeyed  the 
order,  and  continued  to  do  what  he  thought  right.  They  vis- 
ited him  again — called  him  out — and  said  they  did  not  propose 
to  hurt  him,  but  wanted  to  notify  him  that  he  could  not  preach 
any  more;  but  added,  perhaps  he  might  when  the  election  was 
over.  They  wanted  him  to  promise  them  not  to  preach  or  teach 
any  more.  He  answered  them  by  saying : ‘Whether  I shall  obey 
God  or  man,  judge  ye.’  I have  not  heard  further  particulars. 

“ Several  parties  in  the  county,  not  teachers,  have  been  vio- 
lently treated  b}^  the  Ku-Klux.  Other  information  relating  to 
the  Ku-Klux  and  their  intimidations  in  this  county  could  be 
given,  but  at  present  I refrain  from  doing  so.” 

In  Holmes  county,  it  is  reported  : “That  the  same  spirit 

that  elsewhere  breaks  out  in  the  bloody  acts  of  the  masked 
assassin,  and  the  dark  deeds  of  the  midnight  rider,  has  only 
found  vent  here  in  decorating  the  colored  school-houses  with 
a composition  of  tar,  paint  or  lampblack,  insulting  the  lady 
teachers  on  the  street  and  through  the  Post-office,  and  in 
inditing  letters  of  advice  or  warning  to  the  County  Superin- 
tendent— subscribing  always  the  cabalistic  K.  K.  K.” 

In  Oktibbeha  county:  “One  teacher  was  stoned,  and  one 

school-house  burned  by  incendiaries.  A colored  school  was 
being  taught  in  it  at  the  time.” 

Prof.  Schneider,  a teacher  employed  in  the  public  schools  in 
Warren  county,  sends  the  following  threatening  letter  received 
by  him,  causing  him  to  abandon  his  school  : 

Headquarters,  K.  K.  K.,  March  3,  1871. 
Mr.  Snider:  As  it  is  customary  for  our  Order  never  to 
attack  any  one  without  first  telling  him  the  cause,  and  giving 
fair  warning,  we,  having  had  your  case  before  the  Order  at  the 
last  meeting,  you  were  found  guilty  of  certain  misdemeanors, 
by  a unanimous  vote,  there  not  being  a single  dissenting  voice. 

Charge  1.  Associating  with  negroes  in  preference  to  the 
white  race,  as  God  ordained.  Guilty. 

Charge  2.  For  being  instrumental  in  the  removal  of  one  of 
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our  fellow-citizens  from  the  office  of  Justice  of  the  Peace,  in  the 
county  and  beat  where  you  reside,  and  placing  a carpet-bagger, 
scallawag  and  negro  in  his  stead.  Guilty. 

There  was  one  other  charge,  but  there  being  a few  dissenting 
voices  on  this — not  guilty. 

It  is  an  established  rule  of  the  Order  never  to  give  a man 
more  than  three  days  to  leave  the  country,  but  taking  into 
careful  consideration  your  situation  and  the  size  of  your  car- 
pet-bag, we  have  concluded  to  extend  the  time  to  five  days;  at 
the  expiration*  of  s&id  time  we  will  wait  -upon  you,  if  you  are 
in*  the  country.  Hoping  that  you  will  view  this  subject  in  a 
sensible  light,  and  leave,  as  we  always  dislike  to  use  harsh 
means,  our  object  being  to  purify  our  State,  and  we  commence 
our  work  on  scallawags  and  carpet  baggers,  first. 

A WRONGED  AND  OUTRAGED  MISSISSIPPI  AN, 

And  Chief  of  the  Ku-Klux  Ivlan. 
The  Superintendent  of  Wayne  county  reports:  “There  was 
one  school-house  burned  near  Wajmesboro,  March  12,  1871. 
Cause,  or  parties  engaged  in  firing  the  building,  not  known.” 
The  Superintendent  of  Winston  county  reports:  “That  on 
or  about  the  first  of  March,  1871,  a band  of  disguised  men 
visited  the  house  of  Mr.  Fox,  and  compelled  him  to  stop  teach- 
ing a free  school.  The}'-  then  went  to  the  house  of  a colored 
teacher,  and,  failing  to  find  him,  they  amused  themselves  by 
burning  his  trunk  and  other  property,  and  carried  awa}T  between 
twenty-five  and  thirty  dollars  in  money;  whipped  the  woman 
with  whom  he  boarded  so  that  she  died  the  second  day  from 
the*  effects.  Wm.  Kenned}^  and  J.  L.  Johnson,  men  of  integrity 
and  unimpeachable  character,  were  warned  by  letter  that  unless 
they  closed  their  schools  they  would  be  killed;  also,  the  Rev. 
John  Avery,  warned  in  the  same  way,  but  continued  to  teach, 
his  school-house  was  burned,  and  he  again  warned,  but,  being 
a man  of  considerable  nerve,  he  obtained  another  house,  and 
again  commenced  his  school.  That  house  was  burned  two  days 
after  he  began  teaching.  In  every  case  of  violence,  or 
of  house-birning,  the  teachers  were  those  chosen  by  the  people 
themselves,  and  in  no  case  did  the  property  destroyed  belong 
to  the  county,  but,  in  almost  every  instance,  to  the  colored  cit- 
izens. The  cause  of  these  outrages  is  opposition  to  the  free 
school  system,  especially  to  that  part  of  the  law  which  gives 
the  colored  youth  equal  advantages  with  the  white.  The  men 
who  commit  these  acts  of  violence  are  stimulated  and  encour- 
aged by  designing  politicians.  At  present,  there  is  not  a colored 
school  in  operation  in  the  county.  There  has  been,  by  burning 
and  otherwise,  eleven  public  schools  broken  up  in  this  county.” 
The  Superintendent  of  Monroe  county  reports: 

“ About  the  15th  of  February,  1871,  the-  American  Mission- 
ary Association  engaged  Miss  Sarah  A.  Allen,  of  Genesee,  111., 
to  come  South  to  teach  a colored  school.  The  county  of  Mon- 
roe, in  this  State,  being  in  need  of  teachers,  Miss  Allen  w^as 
sent  to  that  county.  She  was  employed  by  the  School  author- 
ities of  the  county  to  teach  at  Cotton  Gin,  a point  twelve  miles 
from  Aberdeen.  No  wffiite  family  being  found  that  w^ould  ac- 
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commodate  this  Christian  lady  with  board  or  lodging,  the 
Superintendent  for  the  county  rented  a room  from  a very 
respectable  colored  woman,  who  had  purchased  a good,  large 
frame  house  in  the  town,  and  fitted  it  up  comfortably  at  his 
own  expense;  and  then  arrangements  were  made  to  have  the 
meals  prepared  by  the  colored  people  and  brought  to  the  lady’s 
room.  The  school  commenced,  and  was  taught  for  six  weeks 
in  a very  indifferent  building,  used  by  the  colored  Methodists 
for  church  services.  At  the  expiration  of  this  time,  about 
eighty  disguised  and  armed  men  called  upon  this  lonely  mis- 
sionary— some  of  them  going  into  her  sleeping-room — about 
the  hour  of  midnight,  and,  with  indecent  threats,  warning  her 
to  be  gone  within  three  days.  She  accordingly  closed  her 
school  the  next  day,  turning  sixty-one  helpless,  harmless  igno- 
rant children,  that  had  never  before  known  or  had  the  blessings 
of  a school — weeping  away.  Miss  Allen,  who  is  a beautiful 
and  thoroughly  accomplished  lady,  was  before  the  Ku-Klux 
sub-Committee  at  Columbus,  and  her  modesty  and  retiring- 
manners  so  won  upon  the  members,  that  not  even  the  Demo- 
crats thought  to  cross-question  her ; and  her  evidence,  I was 
told  b}T  Senators,  was  so  convincing,  that  it  would  have  been 
worth  the  while  for  the  sub-Committee  to  have  come  all  the 
way  to  Mississippi  for  it  alone. 

“ Yours,  respectfully,  “ ALLEN  P.  HUGGINS.” 

A teacher  in  Monroe  county  writes: 

“I  am  constrained  to  make  you  this  communication,  in  view 
of  the  condition  of  our  schools.  Our  County  Superintendent, 
as  you  are  aware,  has  been,  maltreated,  and  has  been  absent 
ever  since.  The  Board  of  Directors  is  disorganized — nothing- 
can  be  done.  The  Supervisors  have  refused  to  levy  any  tax. 
Several  of  the  schools  have  been  broken  up,  and  others  ordered 
by  unknown  persons  to  discontinue.  Teachers  generally  have 
lost  confidence,  and  the  pupils  are  greatly  demoralized,  under 
the  impression  that  the  schools  are  bound  to  close  soon,  if  not 
immediately.  Under  these  circumstances,  I am  quite  sure  that 
the  schools  cannot  be  held  together  much  longer.”  v 
Office  of  County  Superintendent 
of  Public  Education,  Lauderdale  County, 
Meridian,  Miss.,  May  29,  1871. 

Hon.  H.  R.  Pease,  /State  Superintendent  Public  Education : 

Dear  Sir — In  reply  to  3^our  circular  wherein  you  require 
information  relative  to  the  burning  of  school-houses,  out- 
rages upon  teachers,  etc.,  I send  you  the  following  report  : 

1.  In  December,  1870,  the  school-house  of  D.  Webster  (col- 
ored) was  burned  by  some  parties  unknown.  This  school-house 
was  in  sub- district  No.  3,  6 miles  from  Meridian,  has  been  rebuilt. 

2.  The  Baptist  Church  (colored)  used  as  a school-house,  was 
burned  on  the  night  of  March  6,  1871.  This  school  was  taught 
by  Calvin  Holly,  an  intelligent  colored  teacher,  from  the  North. 
This  case  underwent  a judicial  investigation,  but  no  facts  were 
elicited  that  would  lead  to  the  apprehension  of  the  incendiaries. 

REPORT  OF  JOHN  RITER.  , 

“ On  the  night  of  March  26,  1871,  the  school-house  in  which  I 
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was  teaching  was  burned.  On  the  evening  of  the  27th,  a party 
of  seven  men  came  to  the  school-house,  and  one  of  them, 
Joseph  McCarty,  told  me  I had  better  leave  the  county.  Feel- 
ing myself  unsafe,  1 came  to  Meridian,  and  respectfully  submit 
the  above  report.  John  Riter.” 

The  above  school-house  has  been  rebuilt,  a teacher  employed 
who  reports  that  no  one  has  molested  him,  and  all  citizens  of 
the  neighborhood  denounce  the  burning  as  an  act  of  incendiaries. 

“I,  V.  G.  Grongert,  hereby  certif}r,  that  on  the  night  of  March 
10,  1871,  a party  of  men  came  to  my  house,  and  asked  me  if  I 
was  teaching  school?  I told  them  I was.  The}^  said  they  in- 
tended to  give  me  a lesson.  They  then  stripped  me,  and 
inflicted  over  one  hundred  and  twent}T-five  lashes,  leaving  my 
back  one  mass  of  sores.  They  gave  me  twenty-four  hours  to 
leave  the  county;  not  to  go  by  the  train  but  to  walk  away;  also 
not  to  stop  in  Meridian,  or  I would  see  some  of  them  there. 

“ 1 never  meddled  in  politics,  but  gave  all  1113’  time  and  atten- 
tion to  m3'  duties  as  a teacher. 

“ I was  solicited  to  teach  school  for  the  most  part  by  members 
of  the  Democratic  party.  Believing  it  to  be  my  duty  to  impart 
to  my  race  the  little  knowledge  that  I possessed,  I consented  to 
do  so.  [Signed,]  “ V.  G.  Grongert.” 

L.  C.  Jones,  teacher  of  a colored  school,  has  received  threat- 
ning  letters,  ordering  him  to  leave.  Acting  under  advice  of 
leading  citizens  of  the  count}*,  he  still  continues  his  school. 

During  the  riot  in  this  cit}*  several  teachers  left  who  were 
teaching  colored  schools,  alleging  that  the}*  felt  themselves  un- 
safe in  continuing  their  schools. 

Yeiy  respectfull}T,  }'Our  obedient  servant, 

BAYLOR  PALMER, 
County  Superintendent  of  Education. 

Office  of  the  Superintendent  of  ) 
Public  Education,  Holmes  County,  > 
Lexington,  Miss.,  May  24, 1871.  ) 

Hon.  II.  II.  Pease,  State  Superintendent  of  Public  Education: 
Sir — Inn’epl}*  to  your  circular,  I have  the  honor  to  report 
that  nothing  has  occurred  to  interrupt  the  establishment  of 
free  public  schools,  in  this  district.  Good  citizens  throughout 
the  county  have  heartily  co-operated  in,  the  work.  Forty-two 
schools  have  been  organized,  and  about  twent}*-five  hundred 
pupils  enrolled.  The  schools  }ret  to  commence  will  swell  the 
number  enrolled  to  nearl}*  four  thousand. 

The  chief  hindrances  experienced  have  been  the  baseless  asser- 
tions and  groundless  charges  of  newspaper  scribblers,  short  of 
items;  and  the  senseless  vaporings  of  played-out  politicians  and 
laz}*  loafers  afraid  of  popular  intelligence.  These,  and  similar 
agencies,  tend  to  produce  the  same  spirit  here  that  elsewhere 
breaks  out  in  the  bloody  acts  of  the  masked  assassin,  and  the 
dark  deeds  of-  the  midnight  riders.  Thus  far,  however,  .it  has 
onty  found  vent  in  decorating  the  colored  school-house  here 
with  a composition  of  tar,  paint,  or  lampblack;  insulting  the 
lady  teachers  of  the  same  school,  on  the  street  and  through 
the  post-office;  and  in  inditing  letters  of  advice  or  warning  to 
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the  Superintendent,  subscribing  always  the  cabalistic  K.  K.  K. 

But  supposing  these  and  kindred  annoj'ances  to  be  the  neces- 
sary consequences  of  attempting  to  establish  a free  school 
system,  we  go  quietly  about  our  business,  hoping  for  and  try- 
ing to  hasten  the  coming  of  the  time  when  popular  education 
shall  consign  popular  ignorance  and  the  other  relics  of  slavery, 
in  a common  grave.  M.  M.  HOLMES. 

Office  County  Superintendent,  ) 
Tippah  County,  Ripley,  Miss.,  Ma}r  30,  1871.  f 
lion.  II.  P.  Pease , State  Superintendent  Board  of  Education  : 

Dear  Sir — In  reply  to  your  circular  letter  of  — date,  I 

would  state  that  one  case  of  threatened  violence  on  one  of  my 
teachers  occurred  on  March  3.  C.  F.  Dry,  a white  teacher  of  a 
colored  school,  was  waited  on  by  four  or  five  masked  men,  and 
ordered  to  quit  teaching,  and  quit  the  neighborhood.  They 
gave  as  their  reason  that  it  was  time  the  negroes  were  at  work. 
Sir.  Dry  had  taught  two  and  a half  months  of  his  time;  he 
is  a good  and  worthy  man.  He  thinks  he  knows  one  of  the 
party,  and  I intend  to  have  the  matter  fully  investigated  by 
the  first  grand  jury  we  have.  Dry  taught  in  District  18. 
Sometime  in  December  last  a school-house  in  sub-District  No. 
1,  in  the.  northern  part  of  the  county,  was  destroyed  by  fire. 
The  Director  for  that  District  says  that  one  opinion  is,  that  the 
fire  was  accidental,  and  another,  that  the  house  was  burned  to 
get  one  in  the  center  of  the  sub  District.  A good  and  comfort- 
able house  was  built  by  the  people  at  once,  and  a fine  school  has 
been  taught  in  it  for  four  months. 

Your  obedient  servant,  T.  B.  WINSTON, 

County  Superintendent  Public  Education. 

Columbia,  Miss.,  June  15,  1871. 
Hon.  II.  Pt,.  Pease , State  Superintendent  Public  Education: 

Sir — I have  only  one  case  to  report,  under  the  instructions 
contained  in  your  circular.  In  sub-District  No.  1G,  some  per- 
sons, unknown,  have,  on  several  occasions,  during  the  past 
tl^ree  months,  annojmd  the  teacher  (Miss  Martha  Edmonson), 
by  breaking  rotten  eggs  in.the  school-room. 

Very  respectfully,  O.  H.  DAVID, 

_ County  Superintendent. 

The  Superintendent  of  Oktibbeha  county  reports  only  one 
case  of  school-house  burning,  and  the  maltreating  of  a teacher. 
changes  recommended  in  the  school  law. 

The  following  recommendations  and  suggestions  are  respect- 
fully submitted  to  the  Legislature: 

CHANGES  RELATING  TO  COUNTY  SUPERVISION. 

1.  That  the  law  regulating  County  Supervision  of  Education  be 
so  amended  as  to  abolish  the  Board  of  School  Directors,  and  the 
duties  prescribed  for  them  be  performed  by  the  County  Superin- 
tendent,with  such  modifications  as  the  change  would  necessitate. 

2.  That  the  office  of  County  Superintendent  be  made  elec- 
tive, in  the  same  manner  as  other  county  offices;  that  an  elec- 
tion be  held  at  the  time  of  the  general  election,  in  November, 
next,  to  fill  the  office  of  all  incumbents  whose  term  of  office 
shall  expire  January  1,  1873,  and  thereafter,  at  the  regular 
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county  elections;  that  no  person  shall  be  eligible  to  the  office 
of  County  Superintendent  of  Education  who  does  not  possess 
the  following  qualifications,  in  addition  to  those  prescribed  by 
the  Constitution,  to-wit:  An  irreproachable  moral  character,  a 
diploma  from  a college,  or  other  institution  of  learning  author- 
ized to  confer  literary  degrees,  or  a certificate  of  qualifications 
from  the  State  Superintendent  of  Education. 

3.  That  in  case  of  death  or  resignation,  or,  if  no  person  hav- 
ing the  qualifications  prescribed  be  chosen  at  the  regular 
election,  the  office  shall  be  deemed  vacant,  and  shall  be  filled 
b}'  appointment,  as  now  authorized  by  law;  Provided , All  such 
appointees  have  the  qualifications  before  mentioned. 

4.  That  the  Superintendent  elected  or  appointed  to  the  office 
shall  give  a bond  in  the  penal  sum  of  not  less  than  five  thousand 
nor  moxe  than  ten  thousand  dollars,  conditioned  as  the  bonds 
of  other  county  officers,  for  the  faithful  performance  of  the 
duties  of  the  office;  that  no  person  shall,  whether  elected  or 
appointed,  enter  upon  the  duties  of  the  office  until  commis- 
sioned by  the  State  Board  of  Education,  which  commission 
shall  be  issued  on  receipt  of  satisfactoiy  evidence  of  his  elec- 
tion and  qualifications  prescribed  b}?-  law;  and  if  any  County 
Superintendent  elect  shall  fail  to  furnish  such  evidence  within 
thirty  days  after  the  election,  then  the  office  shall  be  deemed 
vacant,  and  may  be  filled  by  appointment. 

5.  That  the  County  Superintendent  may  be  removed  from 
office  by  the  State  Board  of  Education,  for  willful  neglect  to 
perform  the  duties  of  his  office,  or  for  malfeasance,  gross  im- 
morality, or  other  just  cause  shown. 

6.  That  he  shall  faithfully  execute  any  and  all  instructions 
emanating  from  the  Department  of  Education. 

7.  That  he  shall  be  authorized  to  appoint,  in  each  Super- 
visor’s District,  six  persons,  who  are  tax  payers,  or  patrons  of 
the  school,  wl^o  shall  constitute  an  advisory  Board  for  such 
district.  The  duties  of  this  Board  shall  be  only  advisory,  and 
without  compensation.  The  Superintendent  to  meet  with  such 
Board  at  least  twice  in  each  3Tear,  for  the  purpose  of  estimating 
the  cost  of  conducting  the  schools,  locating  and  purchasing 
school  sites,  building,  repairing,  or  renting  rooms  or  buildings 
for  school  purposes,  and  conference  relating  to  the  school  in- 
terests of  the  district. 

8.  That  the  County  Superintendents  be  paid  an  annual  sal- 

ary, in  quarterly  installments,  and  that  there  shall  be  three 
grades  of  salaries,  as  follows : In  counties  having  a scholastic 

population  not  exceeding  three  thousand,  to  constitute  the  low- 
est grade  of  salary  ; in  counties  containing  not  less  than  three 
thousand,  nor  more  than  seven  thousand,  to  constitute  the  sec- 
ond grade;  and  all  counties  containing  more  than  seven  thou- 
sand youth  of  legal  school  age,  to  constitute  the  first,  or  high- 
est grade  of  salaries;  and,  in  addition  t6  the  regular  yearly 
salary,  the  Superintendent  be  allowed  one  hundred  dollars  for, 
every  one  thousand  pupils  over  and  above  fifty  per  cent  of  the 
scholastic  population  of  the. county,  who  have  been  in  regular 
attendance  in  the  public  schools  of  the  county,  for  a period  of 
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four  months  during  the  year.  (This  is  intended  to  operate  as 
an  incentive  to  secure  a large  and  regular  attendance.) 

9.  That  the  Superintendent  be  required  to  make  the  enumer- 
ation of  the  scholastic  population  of  the  county,  instead  of 
the  Assessor,  as  now  provided. 

teachers’  salaries. 

The  Superintendent  recommends  the  establishing  of  a min- 
imum and  maximum  monthly  salary  for  each  grade  of  the  com- 
mon schools.  For  the  Third  Grade,  a minimum  salary  of  not 
less  than  thirty  dollars  per  month,  and  a maximum  of  fifty; 
for  the  Second  Grade,  a minimum  of  fifty,  and  a maximum  of 
seventy-five  dollars  per  month ; for  the  First  Grade,  not  less 
than  seventy- five,  nor  more  than  a hundred  and  twenty-five 
dollars  per  month.  The  salaries  of  the  Principals  of  High 
Schools  to  be  regulated  by  the  State  Board  of  Education.  It  is 
believed  that  this  plan  will  correct  a wrong  that  has  been  prac- 
ticed to  a considerable  extent  in  many  counties — that  of  a very 
unjust  discrimination  between  the  white  and  colored  teachers. 

APPROPRIATIONS  FOR  TEACHERS’  INSTITUTES. 

That  the  State  appropriate  from  the  school  fund  the  sum  of 
three  thousand  dollars  for  the  maintenance  of  Teachers’  Insti- 
tutes in  each  county  employing  twenty-five  teachers,  and  to 
consolidate  two  or  more  counties  when  they  employ  less  than 
twenty-five  teachers — the  Auditor  to  issue  his  warrant  in  pay-, 
ment  of  Institute  Instructors,  upon  the  certificate  of  the  State 
Superintendent  and  approval  of  the  Governor. 

TEXT-BOOKS. 

That  no  change  shall  be  made  in  the  series  of  text-books 
regularly  adopted,  for  a period  of  three  years. 

HIGH  SCHOOLS. 

That  in  each  county  containing  a scholastic  population  of 
seven  thousand,  there  shall  be  established  one  or  more  High 
Schools,  with  a Normal  Department  for  the  professional  train- 
ing of  teachers  for  the  elementary  schools. 

RAISING  SCHOOL  REVENUES. 

1.  That  a school  tax  be  levied  upon  the  taxable  property  of 
the  State  sufficient  to  defray  the  expenses  of  teachers’  sala- 
ries, and  collected  as  other  State  taxes  are,  except  the  school 
tax,  which  shall  be  collected  in  currency. 

2.  That  the  moneys  derived  from  the  direct  State  tax,  to- 
gether with  the  funds  accruing  to  the  “ Common  School  Income 
Fund,”  shall  be  apportioned  annually,  by  the  Auditor  of  Pub- 
lic Accounts,  among  the  several  counties  of  the  State;  and 
such  apportionment  shall  be  made  pro  ratci,  according  to  the 
number  of  youth  of  legal  school  age,  who  have  received 
instruction  in  the  public  schools  for  a period  of  four  months 
during  the  year.  That  the  State  Superintendent  shall 
furnish  the  Auditor  of  Public  Accounts  with  a report  of  the 
average  attendance  in  each  county;  the  Auditor  to  issue  his 
warrant,  payable  to  the  County  Treasurer,  in  United  States 
currency,  for  the  amount  apportioned  to  the  county,  and  said 
funds  shall  be  inviolably  appropriated  for  teachers’  salaries. 

3.  That  the  County  Treasurer  shall  be  the  only  custodian  of 
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the  county  school  funds.  The  County  Superintendent  to  issue 
his  warrant  or  certificate  upon  the  County  Treasurer  in  pay- 
ment of  teachers ; and  that  no  warrant  shall  be  issued  unless 
there  shall  be  sufficient  funds  in  the  county  or  city  Treasury,  as 
the  case  may  be,  to  *pay  such  warrant. 

4.  That  the  Common  School  Fund  now  in  the  State  Treasury, 
in  State  warrants,  and  the  State  loan  of  the  Chickasaw  Fund, 
shall  be  funded  in  State  bonds,  bearing  ten  percent,  interest. 

5.  That  the  management  of  all  lands  donated  to  the  State  by 
the  General  Government,  and  dedicated  by  the  Constitution  to 
school  purposes,  shall  be  placed  in  charge  of  the  Department  of 
Education,  under  the  direction  of  the  Legislature. 

6.  That  the  Board  of  County  Supervisors  shall  be  required 
to  levy  a tax  upon  the  property  of  the  county,  of  a certain  per 
centum  upon  the  State  tax  (a  maximum  limit  to  be  established) 
to  pay  the  Count}7"  Superintendent’s  salary,  and  for  school-house 
and  the  incidental  expenses  of  conducting  the  county  system  of 
schools — the  County  Superintendents  to  furnish  the  Board  of 
Supervisors,  on,  or  before  the  time  fixed  by  law  for  levying  the 
county  taxes  with  an  estimate  of  the  necessary  expenses  for 
the  purpose  indicated  above,  and  the  taxes  thus  levied  shall  be 
collected  in  United  States  currency. 

7.  That  the  county  and  city  authorities  be  authorized  to 
levy  license  taxes  upon  the  sale  of  intoxicating  liquors,  and  the 
keeping  of  dram-shops;  that  all  moneys  thus  derived  shall  be 
paid  into  the  County  or  City  Treasury,  and  placed  to  the  cred  it 
of  the  “Teachers’  Fund.” 

THE  STATE  SUPERINTENDENT  ALLOWED  A DEPUTY. 

That  the  State  Superintendent  shall  be  authorized  to  employ 
a deputy,  at  a salary  not  exceeding  $1,500,  to  be  paid  in  quar- 
terly instalments,  upon  the  certificate  of  the  Superintendent. 

With  a competent  assistant,  the  State  Superintendent  would 
be  enabled  to  visit  eacli  county,  at  least  once  each  year,  for 
inspection  and  consultation  with  school  officers,  attend  Teach- 
ers’ Institutes,  deliver  educational  addresses,  and  thus 
awaken  an  interest  in  the  cause  of  education.  As  it  now  is,  the 
State  Superintendent  is  obliged  to  remain  at  his  office  in  order 
to  transact  the  current  official  business. 

SCHOLASTIC  YEAR. 

The  Superintendent  earnestly  recommends  a change  in  the 
school  year.  The  scholastic  year  should  commence  Sep- 
tember 1,  and  terminate  August  31.  This  change  will  afford 
ample  time  for  the  preparation  of  the  annual  .report  of  the 
Department.  Under  the  existing  law,  the  Superintendent  has 
only  fifteen  days  to  prepare  his  annual  report.  It  is  utterly 
impossible  for  the  Department  to  secure  reports  from  seventy 
County  Superintendents,  and  gather  up  other  material  and  data 
necessary  to  prepare  such  a report  as  the  interest  of  the  public 
service  demand. 

Experience  proves,  that  as  a rule,  frequent  changes  in  a 
State  system  of  education  are  fraught  with  more  or  less  peril  to 
the  interests  of  education.  Radical  changes  should  be  consid- 
ered with  great  care  and  caution.  I am  satisfied,  however,  that 
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our  system  is  exceedingly  defective,  and  that  the  interests  of 
public  education  demand  a radical  change  in  the  present  school- 
law.  I therefore  commend  these  measures  of  reform,  and  trust 
that  they  will  receive  that  consideration  from  your  Honorable 
Body  which  their  importance  demands. 

CONCLUSION. 

I regret,  exceedingly,  that  I am  unable — on  account  of  the 
limited  time  allowed  for  the  preparation  of  this  report — to  sub- 
mit as  elaborate  a report  as  the  interests  of  education  in  our 
State  would  seem  to  demand.  There  are  many  questions  of 
school  policy  of  much  practical  importance,  the  discussion  of 
which,  I have  been  obliged  to  omit — such  as,  the  establishment 
of  thoroughly  graded  schools  in  the  principal  towns  and  cities — 
the  co-education  of  the  sexes  as  a question  of  utility  and 
economy.  I desired  to  have  presented  the  importance 
of  education  in  its  relation  to  crime  and  labor,  also,  as  a 
question  of  economy;  to  have  pointed  out  the  imminent 
danger  of  our  institutions  from  illiteracy,  to  have  shown  that 
the  “ uneducated  ballot  is  the  winding-sheet  of  liberty  to 
have  met  Some  of  the  fallacious  objections  that  are  urged 
against  popular  education;  such  as:  “the  danger  of  over  educa- 
ting the  masses ;”  “private  schools  confined  to  the  ‘upper  classes  ;’ 
“ the  rich  not  to  be  taxed  to  educate  the  poor,”  and  to  have  given, 
my  views  upon  sectarian  schools,  and  sectional  prejudices. 

Every  consideration  of  sound  policy,  the  dictates  of  an  enlight- 
ened humanity,  every  interest  connected  with  the  prosperity  of 
our  State,  demand  that  education  shall  be  made  universal. 

I commend  our  system  of  public  education  to  the  fostering 
care  of  the  Legislature.  It  is  a sacred  interest,  exceeding  every 
other  in  its  importance  as  a measure  of  State  policy,  when 
viewed  in  its  relation  to  the  intellectual,  moral,  and  material 
prosperity  of  our  Commonwealth. 

H.  R.  PEASE, 

State  Superintendent  of  Public  Education. 


STATEMENT  A, 


IS  BO  WING  the  Expenses  of  the  Department  of  Education  for  the  year  ending 
December  31,  1871. 


Salary  of  State  Superintendent 

Salary  of  Clerk  to  State  Superintendent. . . 
Salary  of  Secretary  State  board  Education 

Printing  

Furniture 

Rent 

Postage 

Stationery 

Fuel . 

Gas 

Mileage  of-  State  Superintendent 

Contingent 


Total 


f 3,000  oo 
1,124  94 
243  o0 
5,039  20 
4S  20 
666  66 
416  2 9 
64  89 
42  90 
35  30 
18  60 
19  55 


$10,719  09 
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STATEMENT  B. 

SHO  WING  the  Amount  of  the  Common  School  Income  Fund  due,  Apportioned 
to  the  Several  Counties  of  the  State,  May  1,  1871. 


COUNTIES. 

M il  BEK  OF 
EDUCABLK 
CHILDREN 

V K O KATA 
SHARE  DUE 
COUNT  r. 

COUNTIES. 

NUMBER  OF 
EDUCABLI 
CHILDREN 

P Ro  R A T A 
SHARE  DUE 
COUNTY. 

Adams 

• 11,259 

$ 6,3/  4 64 

Lowndes  . . . 

9,36b 

$ 5,303  99 

Alcorn 

4,424 

2,504  78 

Leflore  . 

2.486 

1,407  53 

Amite 

5.235 

2,963  96 

Madison 

3,594 

2,034  80 

Attalla 

6,303 

3.568  65 

Marion 

1,946 

1,101  79 

Benton 

3.152 

1.784  61 

Marshall  . . . 

9,122 

5,164  72 

Bolivar., 

4.440 

2,513  84 

Monroe  .... 

8,374 

4,741  21 

Calhoun 

3,502 

1,982  75 

Montgomery 

6,544 

3,705  10 

Carroll 

5,672 

3,211  40 

Neshoba.  . .’ . 

3,040 

1,721  19 

Chickasaw  . . 

6.289 

3,560  72 

Newton  .... 

3,171 

1,795  37 

Choctaw 

8,082 

4 575  88 

Noxubee 

7,359 

4,166  53 

Claiborne . . . . 

4,467 

2,529  12 

Oktibbeha  . 

6,51a 

3,688  96 

Clarke  

825 

467  10 

Panola 

8,542 

4,836  33 

Coahoma  .... 

2,384 

1,349  76 

Perry  

1,182 

669  21 

Copiah 

7,688 

4,522  66 

Pike 

4,390 

2,485  54 

Covington  . . . 

1,715 

970  99 

Pontotoc  . . 

4.200 

2,377  96 

DeSoto 

10,836 

6,135  16 

Prentiss  ... 

4,659 

2.637  85 

Franklin 

1,043 

590  52 

Rankin 

5,213 

2,951  46 

Greene  

1,024 

579  76 

Scott 

3,040 

],721  19 

Grenada  .... 

3,709 

2,099  97 

Simpson. . . . 

2,455 

1,389  98 

Hancock. ... 

1,100 

622  80 

Smith  .... 

3,100 

1,755  16 

Harrison  .... 

1,678 

950  05 

Sunflower  . . 

895 

506  73 

Hinds  

10,231 

5,792  50 

Tallahatchie 

2,524 

1,429  04 

Holmes 

7,398 

4,188  62 

Tippah 

3,735 

2,114  69. 

Issaquena  . . . 

1,255 

710  56 

Tishomingo 

3,639 

2,060  33 

Itawamba  . . . 

3,050 

1,726  84 

Tunica 

1,287 

728  67 

Jackson  

1,859 

1,052  53 

Union 

4 196 

2,375  70 

Jasper  

3,682 

2,084  68 

Warren 

7,702 

4,360  69 

Jefferson  . . . 

2,763 

1,564  36 

Washington 

4,712 

2,667  85 

Jones  

1,515 

857  74 

Wavne  . ... 

1,705 

965  33 

Kemper  .... 

3,913 

2,215  46 

Wilkinson  . . 

5,411 

3,063  60 

Lafave  te  — 

4,994 

2,827  52 

Winston .... 

3,327 

1,883  68 

Lauderdale  . . 

5,752 

3,257  25 

Y'alobusha. 

3.651 

2,067  13 

Lawrence  . . . 

2,208 

1,646  46 

Y azoo 

6,325 

3,596  39 

1 ,pa  Icp 

3,547 

2,008  25 

Lee 

5,093 

2,883  56 

Total 

304,762 

|172,550  35 

Lincoln 

4,238 

2,399  47 

STATEMENT  C. 

SNOWING  the  amount  of  Interest  on  the  Chickasaw  School  Fund,  apportioned 
and  still  due  the  seveeal  Counties  comprising  the  “ Chickasaw  Session for 
the  year  1871. 


Alcorn 

Benton 

Calhoun 

Chickasaw . . . 

Choctaw 

DeSoto  

Itawamba.  . . 

Lafayette 

Lee 

Lowndes 

Marshall 

Monroe 

Oktibbeha.  . . . 

Panola 

Pontotoc, 

Prentiss 

Tallahatchie.. 

Tippah 

Tishomingo... 

Tunica 

Union 

Yalobusha  — 


,729  30 
,653  67 
,706  15 
,333  21 


,359  43 
599  84 
742  03 
691  14 
195  04 
033  73 
,063  44 


2,305  75 
453  67 
3,183  15 


1,692  07 
298  80 


,081  01 
,081  80 
,719  98 


1,856  69 
953  83 


,446  07 
,699  68 
879  79 
,700  03 
,515  81 


1,542  83 
1,361  68 
51  69 


1,351  52 
' i^36i  'G7 


Total. , 


126,231  1?  $ 


17,241  83  % 


815,227  73 


.REPORTS 


COUNTY  SUPERINTENDENTS 

OF 

PUBLIC  EDUCATION. 
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REPORTS  OF  COLATY  SUPERINTENDENTS. 


ADAMS  COUNTY. 

CHAS.  C.  WALDEN,  SUPERINTENDENT. 

There  are  in  operation,  under  control  of  Board  of  School 
Directors,  City  of  Natchez  Public  Schools,  as  follows  : 


High  Schools,  white 2 

Grammar  Schools,  white 6 

Primary  Schools,  white 7 


Total  number  of  white  schools 15 

Grammar  Schools,  colored 4 

Primary  Schools,  colored 8 


Total  number  colored  schools 12 


Total  number  of  Public  Schools 27 

The  number  of  pupils  enrolled  in  white  schools,  is 448 

Average  attendance 381 

The  number  of  pupils  enrolled  in  colored  schools,  is.  . . . 528 
Average  attendance 445 


The  number  of  teachers  employed  in  the  public  schools,  city 
of  Natchez,  is  twenty-eight,  at  an  expense  of  $10,858  33,  for 
the  term  of  eight  months. 

The  total  number  of  children  educated  in  the  public  schools 
of  Natchez,  during  the  past  year,  is  976,  at  an  average  expense 
per  pupil  of  less  than  $12  00. 
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Usually  our  public  schools  are  in  session  ten  months  of  the 
year,  but,  owing  to  the  prevalence  of  yellow  fever,  our  schools 
were  not  opened  for  the  fall  session  until  November,  two  months 
later  than  the  regular  time. 

The  white  schools  of  the  city  are  all  loeatqd  in  the  Institute 
Building,  the  property  of  the  cit}%  and  among  the  best  of  the 
kind  in  the  State.  It  is  conveniently  arranged,  moderately 
well  seated,  and  supplied,  to  a limited  extent,  with  maps,  globes, 
and  philosophical  apparatus.  There  are  now  emptoyed  in  this 
building,  four  teachers  of  the  first  grade,  two  of  the  second, 
and  seven  of  the  third,  and  the  attendance  of  pupils  is  excel- 
lent. 

The  colored  schools  are  scattered  through  the  cit}r,  and  oc- 
cupy such  places  as  could  be  conveniently  provided  ; but 
several  of  these  are  wretchedly  poor,  and  all  wholly  unfit  for 
school  purposes;  consequently,  the  schools  do  not  show  the 
full  attendance  our  large  colored  population  would  warrant. 

In  order  to  remedy  this  evil,  and  provide  decent  accommo- 
dations for  the  colored  children,  the  Board  has  caused  the  erec- 
tion of  a union  school-house,  which  is«now  almost  completed, 
and  will  be  ready  for  occupation  in  about  a month.  This 
building  is  constructed  of  brick,  in  the  modern  style  of  archi- 
tecture, and  can  be  made  to  accommodate  about  twelve  hun- 
dred pupils.  It  is,  doubtless,  the  handsomest  and  best  building 
of  its  kind  in  the  State,  and  the  interior  arrangement  is  after 
the  best  models.  The  Board  of  School  Directors  has  been  dili- 
gent and  faithful,  and  cordially  co-operated  with  the  Superin- 
tendent in  all  efforts  to  establish  the  schools  on  a permanent 
basis,  and  to  elevate  them  to  a high  standard  of  excellence,  and 
our  efforts  have  been  rewarded  with  encouraging  success. 

There  are  four  private  schools  m the  city;  two  under  the 
auspices  of  the  Catholic  denomination,  and  two  other  private 
schools — one  each  for  boys  and  girls.  The  attendance  at  these 
schools  is  very  good,  and  they  are,  I believe,  very  finely  con- 
ducted. 

The  annual  report  of  the  public  schools  for  the  county  of 
Adams  is  also  transmitted  herewith,  and  shows  an  amount  of 
work,  which  will,  I think,  bear  favorable  comparison  with  that 
of  any  other  county  of  the  State. 

There  have  been,  during  the  year,  in  operation  in  the  county 
two  white  schools  of  the  grammar  grade,  and  fourteen  colored 
schools  of  the  primary  grade,  taught  by  sixteen  teachers,  six 
of  them  being  white,  and  ten  colored.  The  aggregate  attend- 
ance in  these  schools  is  over  six  hundred.  The  amount  paid 
to  teachers  is  $3,301  00 — making  the  average  cost,  per  pupil, 
only  about?  5 50. 

During  the  year,  the  Board  has  erected  seven  commodious 
frame  school-houses,  at  a moderate  cost,  on  sites  donated  for  this 
purpose.  The  other  schools  are  located  in  wretched  out  buildings 
with  the  exception  of  the  white  school,  which  is  kept  in  a first- 
class  building,  formerly  used  for  a seminary.  During  the  year 


193 


tills  Board  lias  disbursed  for  erecting  buildings,  rents,  school 
furniture,  and  incidental  expenses,  $16,825  64;  and  we  have 
now  a balance  on  hand,  at  the  beginning  of  the  year,  of 
$4,653  71. 

The  City  Board  begins  the  new  year  with  a balance  of 
school  system.  They  would  then  sympathize  with  the  institu- 
tion. 

If  the  law  were  so  changed  as  to  require  a Teachers’  Institute 
to  be  held  in  each  county  for  at  least  one  week  in  each  term, 
compelling  teachers  to  attend,  and  requiring  that  one  or  more 
of  three  trustees  who  have  been  elected  by  the  patrons  of  each 
school  shall  also  attend  for  the  purpose  of  selecting  teachers 
for  the  coming  term,  the  comparative  value  of  each  teacher 
would  be  known  all  over  the  county.  None  would  be  sought 
for  but  those  competent,  and  no  others  would  teach. 

Said  trustees  could,  in  addition,  fully  represent  their  school, 
overlook  and  certify  to  the  teacher’s  faithful  compliance  with 
his  contract,  and  approve  his  accounts.  They  could,  in  connec- 
tion with  the  County  Superintendent  (who  should  be  bonded), 
manage  the  system  more  intelligently  and  effectually  as  to  the 
interests  of  each  school  than  the  Directors  can. 

These  remarks  have  been  suggested  by  the  difficulties  they 
mention,  as  those  difficulties  actually  present  themselves  in 
the  history  of  the  system  in  this  count}'. 

Another  difficulty  which  we  have  suffered  from,  is  the  depre- 
ciation of  warrants.  Experience,  however,  is  suggesting  the 
remedies  for  this,  and  they  will  be  applied. 

The  private  schools  entered  in  this  Report  have  only  been 
kept  up  when  the  public  schools  were  suspended,  and  have 
generally  been  taught  by  the  teacher  previously  employed  in 
the  same  neighborhood  in  the  public  school. 

There  is  yet  a scarcity  of  suitable  school  buildings  ; many 
of  the  schools  have  been  taught  in  churches  too  large,  too- 
open,  and  destitute  of  desks.  Some  sites  have  been  purchased 
with  good  buildings  on  them,  and  several  houses  have  been 
built.  The  school  term  this  year  has  been  four  months. 
Teachers  have  been  employed  for  next  year,  for  five  months. 
IV  e run  the  country  schools  in  leisure  months,  before  planting 
and  gathering  crops. 

The  corps  of  teachers  for  next  year  is  inferior  to  that  of  this 
year.  Low  wages  have  drawn  many  of  our  best  teachers  out 
of  the  profession. 
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ALCORN  COUNTY. 

F.  A.  BEASLEY,  SUPERINTENDENT. 

My  animal  report  for  1870  gives  particularly  the  statistics 
for  that  year.  I therefore  construe  the  request  to  make  up 
and  forward  Report  for  that  year,  as  meaning  a summary,  only, 
of  the  history  of  the  schools  ; or  else  as  applicable  to  those 
counties  from  which  no  schools  were  reported  for  last  year. 
The  schools  were  opened  on  the  third  Monday  in  October, 
1870,  and  continued  to  the  end  of  the  year — two  months  and 
three  weeks.  Thirty-six  schools  were  established,  1,900  pupils 
enrolled,  and  the  average  attendance  reached  nearly  1,500.  The 
entire  expenditures  for  the  term,  including  teachers’  salaries, 
repairs  of  several  houses,  and  construction  and  purchase  of  a 
few,  and  incidental  expenses,  wrere  $6,871  98,  and  the  entire 
income  of  the  fund  for  that  3^ear  was  $6,592,  or  $279  short. 
The  estimate  made  was  sufficient,  but  the  Board  of  Supervisors 
did  not  levy  according^.  • 

The  difficulties  met  with  in  this  county  were  mainly  an  un-  • 
defined  opposition  to  free  schools,  which  seems  to  have  existed 
throughout  the  State,  in  greater  or  less  degree — an  opposition 
to  a change  of  books;  an  opinion  that  the  system  was  the 
cause  of  heavy  taxation ; and  the  apprehension  that  the  races 
would  be  mixed  in  the  schools.  Those  objections,  however, 
have  been  nearly  removed,  or  at  least  greatly  modified,  by  a 
better  understanding  of  the  law,  and  the  actual  working  of  the 
system.  We  have  had  better  schools  than  the  private  schools 
were.  The  public  schools  have  been  kept  up  where  private 
schools  could  never  have  been  sustained.  The  people  now  see 
the  necessity  and  the  benefit,  economically  considered,  in  the 
adoption  of  one  set  of  books  for  each  study  and  in  all  the 
schools  alike;  and,  in  my  opinion,  a judicious  management  of 
the  system  will,  in  a very  short  time,  render  the  public  schools 
a ver}'  dear  institution  to  our  people. 

There  are,  in  my  opinion,  real  obstacles  to  complete  success 
which  may  be  removed;  the  greatest  of  which  is,  the  failure 
of  patrons  to  appreciate  the  difference  between  a qualified  and 
able  teacher  and  an  incompetent  one.  This  can  be  rectified 
only  by  contrast  of  the  two.  The  country  schools  have  hereto- 
fore been  too  thinly  attended  to  employ  competent  teachers. 
They  have  had  a dynasty  of  usurpation.  The  uneducated 
have  no  right  to  teach;  and  such  many  of  our  “ school  mas- 
ters ” have  been,  and  still  are.  The  people  say,  “ he  can 
teach  our  children.”  So  he  can,  and  for  the  next  century,  if 
“ our  children  ” have  no  teacher  but  him.  Good  instructors 
must  be  forced  into  such  schools.  This  can  only  be  done  by 
fair  wages.  The  law  does  not  give  competent  teachers  enough, 
and  the  Directors  feel  called  upon  to  make  a sweeping  “ econ- 
omy,” cutting  down  that  poor  allowance,  and  driving  teachers 
into  other  business  or  other  States.  I would  suggest  that 
such  “rigid  economy”  amounts  to  almost  wholesale  waste ? 
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when  it  drives  good  teachers  out  of  the  profession,  and  fills 
their  places  with  men  who  choose  betwreen  the  school-room 
and  the  wood-yard,  or  plow-handles. 

The  Board  of  Directors,  by  the  law,  are  crippled  in  their 
powers.  They  base  their  contracts  on  a fund  yet  to  be  cre- 
ated, and  may  be  rendered  unable  to  pay  them  by  a refusal  of 
the  Board  of  Supervisors  to  levy  their  estimate,  as  has  been 
done  in  this  county  for  two  j^ears.  If  there  is  any  necessity 
for  a Boayd  of  Directors,  their  control  should  be  complete  and 
absolute  in  their  department.  There  will  be  always  a certain 
amount  of  prejudice  with  the  Supervisors  against  the  manage- 
ment of  the  School  Board,  because  expenditures  for  education 
are  outside  the  province  of  the  former.  It  would  be  better 
than  at  present,  if  the  Supervisors  had  the  responsibilit}^  of  the 
$l,u85  21.  Both  these  sums  are,  however,  in  State  Certificates 
of  Indebtedness — a fact  which  greatly  depreciates  the  real 
amount  on  hand. 

It  is  earnestly  desired  that  our  Legislature  ^ ill,  at  its  present 
session,  provide  for  the  payment  of  school  taxes  in  money 
only.  As  it  is  now,  School  Boards  are  compelled  to  receive 
and  disburse  State  paper,  w’hich  is  always  greatly  below  par, 
and  in  some  instances,  almost  valueless.  This  fact  greatly  in- 
flates the  expenses  of  schools,  and  often  causes  these  expenses 
to  assume  an  appearance  of  extravagance,  when,  in  fact,  schools 
are  actuall}*  maintained  only  b}r  skillful  financiering  with 
nearly  worthless  warrants,  and  an  exercise  in  the  expenditures 
of  the  most  rigid  econom}\ 

Our  Board  of  Supervisors,  late  in  the  year,  levied  a school 
tax  for  the  year  1872,  pajmble  in  cash;  but  when  the  new  Code 
came  into  effect,  what  then  remained  of  this  tax  to  be  collected 
was  paid  in  State  Certificates  of  Indebtedness.  However, 
money  enough  was  collected  to  meet  nearly  all  expenses,  and 
our  school  warrants  are  now  at  par,  wdth  funds  enough  due  and 
in  the  treasury  to  carry  on  our  schools  for  many  months  to 
come. 

Our  County  Board  has  established  but  few  schools,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  difficulty  experienced  in  providing  buildings  for 
their  use;  and  one  of  the  few  buildings  that  we  were  able  to 
rent,  was  destroyed  by  fire,  supposed  to  have  been  the  work  of 
incendiaries.  Much  credit  is  due  the  property  owners  of  the 
county  for  generous  donations  of  school  sites,  and  liberal  en- 
couragement of  the  public  school  system.  The  Board  will  erect 
several  more  school- houses,  and,  if  possible,  will  establish 
schools  wherever  they  are  necessary  to  accommodate  all  the 
educable  children  of  the  county. 

Accompanying  this  report  is  a table  of  School  Statistics,  as 
required  b}T  law;  but  I found  it  impossible  to  make  this  part  of 
the  report  as  full  and  complete  as  could  be  desired. 

With  the  cordial  support  of  all  parties,  which  we  are  rapidly 
acquiring  with  the  harmonious  co-operation  of  our  local  school 
authorities,  which  has  marked  our  progress  up  to  this  time,  and 
especially  with  the  popularity,  efficiency,  and  skill  in  the  State 
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Educational  Department,  which  §o  pre-eminently  distinguishes 
our  present  administration,  we  feel  certain  that  the  time  is  near 
at  hand  when  the  public  schools  of  Mississippi  will  be  inferior 
to  none  in  the  country;  and  when  that  times  comes,  we  are  con- 
dent  that  the  public  schools  of  Natchez,  and  of  Adams  county, 
will  be  found  inferior  to  none  in  Mississippi, 


AMITE  COUNTY. 

WM.  H.  YEANDLE,  SUPERINTENDENT. 

The  undersigned,  County  Superintendent  of  Amite  county, 
begs  leave  to  submit  the  following  narrative  report: 

The  present  school  system  went  into  operation  in  this  county 
on  the  first  day  of  January,  A.  D.  1871  (the  Superintendent  and 
Board  of  Directors  having  been  appointed  near  the  close  of 
the  year  1870).  Previous  to  that  time  very  little  interest  was  ever 
taken  In  order  to  advance  the  cause  of  education ; there  were  very 
few  private  schools  in  the  county  and  but  a small  number  of 
competent  teachers;  the  private  schools  were  taught  very  irreg- 
ularly, being  kept  open  but  a few  months  in  the  year,  the  col- 
ored population  were  almost  totalty  unprovided  for,  there  be- 
ing but  one  school  in  the  whole  county. 

As  soon  as  the  free  school  system  went  into  operation  all 
classes  seemed  to  have  awakened  to  the  importance  of  the 
subject,  and  early  in  the  spring  there  were  forty-eight  schools 
in  full  operation;  the  Board  of  Supervisors  levied  a tax  of 
fifteen  thousand  dollars  for  Teachers’  Fund,  and  twenty-five 
hundred  dollars  for  School-house  and  Contingent  Fund. 

The  present  administration  .thought  it  advisable  to  rent 
rather  than  build  school-houses,  which  could  only  be  done  at  a 
great  outlay.  It  was  thought  that  by  an  economical  course  the 
first  year  the  people  would  gain  confidence  in  the  system  and 
thus  lend  their  aid  to  advance  its  interest;  consequently,  but 
few  new  houses  were  built,  and  those  only  in  localities  where  it 
was  impossible  to  do  without  them.  A majority  of  the  buildings 
used  during  the  j’ear  were  obtained  free  of  rent,  which  was  a 
considerable  saving  to  the  county.  The  whole  number  of 
schools  in  operation  during  the  year  were  sixty-four,  with  an 
average  attendance  of  about  twenty-eight  scholars  each.  There 
are  about  five  thousand  children  in  the  county,  so  it  readily  ap- 
pears that  quite  a number  failed  to  take  advantage  of  the  op- 
portunities offered — no  doubt  on  account  of  the  poverty  of  many 
families,  who  were  forced  to  keep  their  children  at  home  to 
work  in  the  fields. 

When  the  present  administration  came  into  office  there  could 
be  found  no  records  or  any  information  in  regard  to  the  old 
school  funds  of  the  county.  The  Sixteenth  Section  Lands  had 
been  sold  and  notes  taken  in  payment  therefor,  whicli  are  now 
completely  worthless,  the  notes  having  been  lost  and  no  record 
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ever  kept  of  them.  The  county  during  the  war  loaned  all  the 
funds  then  on  hand  for  war  purposes.  On  searching  the  re- 
cords of  the  old  Board  of  Police,  it  is  found  that  the  county  is 
justly  indebted  to  the  School  Fund  to  the  amount  of  seven 
thousand  dollars.  Demaifd  has  been  made  on  the  present 
Board  of  Supervisors  for  the  amount,  but  as  yet  no  settlement 
has  been  obtained.  At  the  commencement  of  the  j^ear  con- 
siderable difficulty  was  experienced  in  regard  to  obtaining 
teachers  for  the  colored  schools,  on  account  of  the  prejudice 
existing  against  those  engaged  in  teaching  colored  children ; 
but  before  the  year  ended  the  evil  wras  remedied,  the  schools 
were  well  filled,  and  the  advancement  made  by  the  pupils  was 
not  only  commendable  to  themselves,  but  exerted  a great  influ- 
ence in  doing  away  "with  the  existing  prejudices. 

It  is  my  opinion  that  the  present  system  is  too  cumbersome, 
— the  Board  of  Directors  are  not  only  a great  expense  to  the 
county,  but,  as  they  meet  onty  once  a month,  they  have  the 
tendency  to  delay  business  that  should  be  done  immediately. 
There  should  be  a County  Superintendent,  with  a salary  suffi- 
cient to  enable  him  to  devote  his  entire  attention  to  the  sub- 
ject. He  should  give  bond  for  the  faithful  performance  of  his 
duties,  and  be  held  responsible  for  the  working  of  the  school 
system  in  his  county. 

There  were  sixty- four  schools  in  operation  in  this  county 
during  the  year  1871.  The  salaries  paid  the  teachers  were  one 
hundred  dollars  for  those  of  the  first  grade  (there  being  but 
two  engaged  at  that  rate);  seventy-five  dollars  for  those  of  the 
second  grade,  and  fifty  dollars  for  those  of  the  third  grade,  per 
month.  The  salaries  have  been  considerably  reduced  for  the 
ensuing  year  and  I have  no  doubt  but  all  the  teachers  will  be 
re-engaged  at  the  reduced  rates  for  the  year  1872. 

The  present  Superintendent,  in’ resigning  his  position,  would 
state,  that  during  his  continuance  in  office  he  has  met  with  the 
greatest  courtesy  from  all  classes,  and  every  effort  made  to  as- 
sist him  in  the  discharge  of  his  duties. 


ATTALA  COUNTY. 

J.  H.  ALEXANDER,  SUPERINTENDENT. 

In  presenting  this,  our  annual  report  of  the  operations  of 
our  School  Board  during  the  past  year,  we  deem  it  proper  to 
make  the  following  statements:  We  began  and  continued  the 
work  under  embarrassment.  The  District  within  which  our 
operations  have  been  confined,  is  one  of  limited  resources.  We 
have  no  railroad  communications  with  other  sections  of  the 
State.  Our  locality  affords  no  natural  facilities  for  transport- 
ing the  productions  of  our  soil,  or  for  bringing  among  us  the 
commodities  which  we  must  necessarily  purchase.  No  large 
towns  nor  villages,  except  the  county  seat,  exist  as  centers  of 
enterprise  and  public  spirit.  The  fertility  of  the  soil  is  not 
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equal  to  that  of  many  counties  in  the  State.  The  wealth  of 
the  county  is  comparatively  small.  We  have  no  capital 
employed  in  manufacturing  enterprises.  Our  population  com- 
prises a laboring  class,  who  engage  in  agricultural  pursuits, 
and  who  expect  from  their  labors  little  more  profit  than  bare 
subsistence. 


PRIVATE  SCHOOLS. 

It  will  then  be  seen  that  the  circumstances  of  the  people 
have  not  been  favorable  to  the  success  of  private  schools. 
Prior  to  the  year  now  ending,  no  other  kind  have  been  at- 
tempted. In  former  years,  neighborhoods  have  often  established 
schools  which  flourished  for  a short  time.  A few  of  these 
gained  some  degree  of  reputation.  Among  those  which  gained 
an  honorable  name,  we  mention  Long  Creek  Academy,  in  the 
western  part  of  the  county,  and  Planters  Academy  in  the 
southern  part.  At  no  other  points  outside  of  the  town  of 
Kosciusko  have  schools  ever  been  established  which  justly 
claimed  reputation  and  permanency. 

In  the  town  of  Kosciusko  a female  school  of  high  standing 
was  established  something  more  than  twenty  years  ago.  This 
institution  was  chartered  as  a college,  and  was  under  the  con- 
trol of  the  Masonic  Fraternity.  At  some  periods  in  its  history, 
it  was  well  patronized.  But  it  was  frequently  conducted  on  a 
scale  no  higher  than  that  of  a common  grammar  school.  In 
the  same  town,  a Male  Academy  has  been  in  existence  for 
many  years.  It  was,  however,  sometimes  suspended  for  want 
of  patronage;  but  at  other  times,  it  was  prosperous,  and 
afforded  to  boys  the  means  of  preparing  for  college. 

In  addition  to  these  which  we  mention,  other  schools  have 
occasionally  been  maintained,  for  a few  months  at  a time,  in 
various  neighborhoods  of  the  county.  It  will  therefore  be 
seen,  that  private  schools  were  never  successful.  The  truth  is, 
but  little  interest  was  felt  in  them.  Their  existence  gave  no 
stimulus  to  the  spirit  and  cause  of  education.  They  failed 
to  awaken  enterprise  of  any  kind  among  the  people,  which  is 
the  legitimate  effect  of  good  schools.  The  best  we  can  say  for 
them  is,  that  they  afforded  slight  opportunity  to  the  more  ener- 
getic and  enterprising  youth  of  the  county,  to  acquire  a limi- 
ted and  imperfect  education. 

PUBLIC  SCHOOLS. 

The  Public  Schools  established  during  the  3’oar,  have,  in  a 
great  measure,  supplanted  all  others.  They  have  been  con- 
ducted harmoniously,  and  have  received  a liberal  patronage. 
W e believe  they  have  merited  the  approbation  of  the  people. 
We  date  the  origin  of  our  operations  under  the  public  system 
on  the  21st  of  November,  1870.  On  that  day  our  Board  of 
School  Directors  was  organized.  The  Superintendent  and 
Directors  entered  immediately  upon  the  work  of  putting  the 
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fall  system  into  operation.  The  preliminary  steps  required 
several  months  of  perplexing  labor;  but  the  work  was  accom- 
plished without  interruption.  The  county  was  divided  into 
ten  sub-Districts.  Neighborhoods  were  visited,  the  census  of 
educable  children  taken,  and  locations  for  schools  determined, 
teachers  examined,  and  certificates  granted.  In  the  meantime, 
an  estimate  of  the  expense  in  maintaining  schools  was  made, 
and  laid  before  the  Board  of  Supervisors.  That  Board  levied 
a school  tax  of  $12,000,  on  the  property  of  the  county.  The 
taking  of  these  preliminary  steps  thoroughly  awakened  the 
public  mind  to  the  importance  of  giving  to  the  system  encour- 
agement and  patronage.  Feelings  of  opposition  were  laid 
aside.  All  desired  to  share  in  the  benefit  of  public  schools. 
Accordingly,  about  the  middle  of  February  of  the  present 
year,  the  first  school  tax  was  collected,  and  about  the  same 
time  public  schools  were  opened  in  the  county.  Some  of  our 
schools  however,  were  not  opened  until  the  summer  season. 
But,  during  the  year,  the  majority  of  children  in  the  county 
had  the  opportunity  of  being  in  school. 

A reference  to  our  statistics  will  show  that  fifty-eight  schools 
were  in  operation  during  the  year.  All  these,  with  few  excep- 
tions, continued  four  months.  Nine  colored  schools  were 
established.  For  these,  we  had  difficulty  in  procuring  teachers. 
We  anticipate  less  difficulty  in  the  future,  and  will  no  doubt 
be’able  to  find  men  who  will  devote  their  time  to  that  class  of 
our  population.  Three  of  the  nine  schools  to  which  we  have 
alluded  were  taught  by  white  teachers.  Most  of  the  schools 
taught  for  the  benefit  of  the  white  population  were  schools  of 
the  second  grade;  but  in  the  majority  of  cases,  primary 
schools  would  have  answered  the  purpose.  All  our  public 
schools  were  prosperous  and  well  conducted,  and  met  with  no 
disturbance  from  any  source. 

PUPILS  IN  SCHOOLS. 

The  majority  of  pupils  in  the  public  schools  were  classed  in 
the  primary  department.  I found  from  the  reports  of  teachers 
and  from  inspection  of  schools,  that  the  school  children  of  the 
county  fell  below,  in  their  attainments  and  stage  of  advance- 
ment in  study,  what  I had  previously  supposed  they  would  do; 
yet  we  found  pupils  in  some  schools  who  were  proficient  in 
the  rudiments  of  English  education.  But  it  is  evident  that  the 
youth  of  the  county  have  enjo3^ed  advantages  during  the  year 
such  as  they  never  enjoyed  bofore.  The  total  number  of 
enrolled  pupils  of  the  public  schools,  was  2,435.  Of  these 
467  were  colored.  The  average  attendance,  including  both 
white  and  black,  was  1,709.  So  far  as  we  can  ascertain,  418 
pupils  were  enrolled  in  the  private  schools  of  the  county. 

TEACHERS. 

We  used  all  possible  efforts  to  obtain  worthy  and  well  quali- 
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fied  teachers.  The  Board  had  in  its  employment  during  the 
year  sixty-four  teachers.  The  majority  of  these  had  pre- 
viously been  engaged  in  private  schools.  They  held  certifi- 
cates as  follows:  Eight  First  Grade;  fiftyr  Second  Grade, 

twenty-seven  Third  Grade.  We  give  our  teachers  credit  for 
industry  and  honest  effort  in  the  discharge  of  duty.  Their 
influence  did  much  in  popularizing  the  public  system.  In 
many  instances  their  compensation  was  small  for  the  amount 
of  labor  performed.  The  average  salary  paid  to  teachers  w~as 
$44.  They  received  their  salaries  monthly,  and  in  the  currency 
of  the  county. 

teachers’  institute. 

I found  among  teachers  much  variety  in  the  manner  of  con- 
ducting and  controlling  schools.  Teachers  themselves  seemed 
to  feel  the  need  of  conference  with  each  other,  and  that  writh- 
out  this  they  wrould  be  unable  to  keep  pace  with  the  improve- 
ments of  the  age.  At  my  suggestion,  therefore,  a Teachers’ 
Institute  has  been  organized.  We  look  for  good  results  from 
this  institution. 

SCHOOL  BOOKS. 

Earty  in  the  year  the  Board  made  a selection  of  school 
books.  A plan  wras  devised  for  furnishing  schools,  but  unfore- 
seen difficulties  hindered  the  introduction  of  books.  This  laid 
us  under  the  necessity  of  using,  for  the  time,  some  books 
w'hich  we  did  not  at  first  adopt.  Such  was  the  only  course  we 
could  pursue  without  closing  the  schools,  which  we  had  started 
wfith  the  assurance  that  our  books  would  be  furnished  by  the 
time  they  would  be  needed.  It  would  have  proved  prejudicial 
to  our  educational  interests  if  we  had  suspended  the  schools 
after  they  were  opened.  Besides,  we  felt  it  to  be  necessary  to 
deal  prudently  in  making  a change  of  school  books,  which  had 
been  for  some  time  in  general  use.  Determining  the  question 
of  school  books  is  usually  a matter  of  difficulty  wdtli  our 
School  Boards. 

SUGGESTIONS. 

So  far  as  we  may  make  suggestions,  we  vrould  venture  the 
opinion  that  our  system  Tvould  work  more  satis factoril}T  if  all 
the  finances  pertaining  to  the  school  interests  of  the  county 
■were  placed  under  the  entire  control  of  the  School  Board.  In 
this  case,  School  Directors  could  be  paid  by  warrants  issued 
by  the  County  School  Board. 

We  believe  each  County  School  Board  should  have  the  power 
to  establish  at  least  one  high  school,  in  which  pupils  may  ac- 
quire a classical  education,  and  be  prepared  for  entering  the 
classes  of  the  State  University. 

It  would,  in  some  instances,  be  well  for  County  School  Boards 
to  have  the  powrer  to  compromise  claims  against  debtors  who 
gave  notes  for  the  loan  of  Confederate  money. 
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SUMMARY  VIEW  OF  OPERATIONS. 

Reference  to  our  reports  will  show  the  following  items,  which 


we  present  in  summary  form : 

Number  eclucable  children  (white) 3,794 

Number  of  educable  children  (colored) 2,509 


Total : 6,303 

Public  schools 58 

Private  schools  22 

Teachers  in  public  schools 64 

Teachers  in  private  schools 22 

Pupils  enrolled  in  public  schools 2,435 

Average  attendance 1,709 

Average  salary  paid  to  teachers $ 44  00 

School  tax  levied 12,000  00 

State  School  Fund 3,568  65 

Peabody  Fund  (for  school  in  Kosciusko) 400  00 


EXPENDITURES. 


Salaries  paid  teachers $13,073  00 

Salary  paid  Superintendent 775  00 

Amount  paid  County  School  officers 607  00 

Balance  in  School  Treasury 1,626  00 


Our  report  has  been  hastily  prepared;  it  will,  however,  serve 
to  show  the  gratifying  result  of  our  year’s  work.  Our  Board 
of  School  Directors  is  composed  of  prudent  and  discreet  men. 
They  have  performed  their  duty  faithfully,  and  have  , we  be- 
lieve, given  satisfaction  to  the  public.  At  the  same  time,  the 
Superintendent  is  gratified  on  having  had  the  support  and  ap- 
probation of  the  people  of  the  county. 


BENTON  COUNTY. 

G.  N.  DICKERSON,  SUPERINTENDENT. 

I have  reported  the  same  scholastic  population  as  in  my  last; 
because  I had  no  means  of  ascertaining  any  change  that  had, 
or  might  have  occurred. 

You  see  a great  discrepancy  in  the  number  of  educable 
children  in  the  county,  and  the  number  enrolled  in  school.  I 
cannot  explain  it,  or  account  for  it,  only  on  the  ground  of  care- 
lessness in  parents  and  guardians,  for  our  schools  were  in  every 
part  of  the  county.  Only  three  places  in  the  county  not  occu- 
pied, and  no  application  for  any  of  them  for  I had  teachers  to 
supply  them. 

Where  a blank  occurs  in  the  report  on  school-houses,  the 
schools  were  taught  in  churches,  which  were  built  for  the  double 
purpose  of  school  and  church. 


205 


Private  school  property  is  used  by  the  public  schools;  and 
the  private  schools  that  I have  reported  were  taught  by  the 
teachers  who  taught  in  the  public  schools  first. 

We  had  sufficient  means,  in  Auditor’s  warrants,  to  run  us 
this  year,  without  special  tax;  which  I will  show  here,  as  I 
think  it  does  not  properly  come  under  the  head  of  “Interest  on 
Chickasaw  Fund,”  for  1871.  Our  means  for  1871  were  as 


follows,  viz: 

Amount  due  from  Tippah  county $4,200  00 

Amount  due  from  Marshall  county. 500  00 

Railroad  stock  from  Marshall  county 400  00 


Total $5,100  00 


In  addition,  we  have  received  from  the  State  this 
year,  the  “Installments  of  the  Chickasaw  Interest” 
for  November,  1870,  and  May,  1871,  as  reported.  . .$2,653  67 
November  installment  for  1871,  still  due 


From  “Teachers’  Fund,”  as  reported 1,784  61 

Total $9,538  28 


The  November  installment  on  Chickasaw  Fund,  now  due 
for  1871,  and  the  poll  tax  for  1871,  will  pay  us  out  and  leave  a 
balance,  but  I cannot  now  tell  how  much.  The  school  officers 
that  were  paid,  were  paid  this  year  directly  from  the  county; 
which  will  make  our  expenditures  of  the  School  Fund  only 
$11,073,  and  of  that  amount,  we  $1,498,  for  beneficiaries  who 
were  taught  after  the  4th  of  July,  1870. 

The  poll  tax  assessed  in  the  county  is  $2,540.  Collected 
now,  $1,498,  as  reported. 

The  Board  of  Directors  adopted  the  University  series  of  text 
books,  and  made  arrangements  with  the  publishing  company  to 
furnish  them  to  an  agent  here,  which  has  been  done,  and  the 
agent  now  has  on  hand  about  $1,000  worth  of  books — very 
few  yet  sold.  The  arrangement  is  ample  to  supply  the  county 
fifty  per  cent,  cheaper  than  the  regular  retail  price,  to  be  paid 
for  only  when  sold. 

A few  of  our  schools  did  not  run  quite  four  months.  The 
pupils  had  to  stop  to  labor,  and  I thought  it  best  to  stop  the 
schools  in  consequence.  Hence  the  discrepancy  between  the 
average  price  per  month,  and  the  total  amount  of  teachers’ 
salaries. 

No  lectures  given,  except  what  I gave  in  my  school  visita- 
tions. 


BOLIVAR  COUNTY. 

B.  K.  BRUCE,  SUPERINTENDENT. 

The  recent  date  of  my  appointment  will,  I hope,  serve  to  suf- 
ficiently account  for  the  brevity  and  informality  of  this  report. 
Entering  upon  the  duties  of  my  office  (December  4, 1871), 
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I found  the  school  affairs  of  the  county  somewhat  confused;  I 
found  no  school  in  operation,  and  the  school  fund  almost  ex- 
hausted. 

This,  in  m3'  opinion,  is  in  consequence  of  the  absense  of  the 
late  Superintendent  for  the  last  four  months,  and  of  irregulari- 
ties and  delays  in  the  collection  and  disbursement  of  the  School 
Fund  of  the  county. 

So  far  as  I have  been  able  to  learn,  fourteen  schools  (eleven 
colored  and  three  white)  have  been  established,  and  in  exis- 
tence in  the  county,  on  an  average  of  five  months  each,  and 
with  an  average  attendance  of  thirty-five  pupils. 

It  has  evidently  been  the  object  of  the  Board  of  School  Di- 
rectors to  secure  churches,  etc.,  in  suitable  localities,  for  the 
use  of  schools,  by  pa}Ting  a small  rent  instead  of  attempting 
in  the  present  condition  of  our  School  Fund,  to  erect  school- 
houses.  So  far  as  my  investigations  have  extended,  this  course 
has  been  pursued  b}'  the  Directors  with  considerable  success. 

Several  suits  have  been  instituted  on  notes  given  in  pa3'ment 
for  school  lands,  with  every  prospect  of  a favorable  termina- 
tion. Others  will  be  instituted  as  soon  as  evidence  is  sufficient 
to  give  c onfidence  as  to  their  issue  being  favorable. 

The  absense  of  the  late  Superintendent,  and  the  delay  in  the 
appointment  of  a successor,  has  prevented  an  official  meeting  of 
the  Board  of  School  Directors,  consequently  no  estimate  of  the 
amount  of  tax  required  to  support  the  schools  for  the  coming 
year  have  been  made  to  the  Board  of  Supervisors,  and  no  tax 
levied.  The  fact  that  the  time  in  which  the  tax  could  have 
been  levied  has  now  passed,  and  that,  without  a tax  wre  can 
have  but  few,  if  any,  schools  the  coming  }Tear,  will,  probabty,  be 
sufficient  grounds  for  the  suggestion  that  immediate  legislative 
action  is  the  only  remedy  in  the  premises.  I am  authorized  to 
state  that  I have  the  concurrence  of  the  Board  of  School  Direc- 
tors in  the  above  suggestion,  and  I would  earnestly  request  the 
co-operation  of  the  State  Board  of  Education  in  this  behalf. 

It  affords  me  pleasure  to  sa}Tthat  the  free  school  system  has 
been  favorably  received  by  the  greater  portion  of  the  citizens 
of  this  county. 


CARROLL  COUNTY. 

F.  CAPERS  ADAMS,  SUPERINTENDENT. 

The  Board  of  School  Directors  for  this  county  wTas  organ- 
ized December  5,  1870,  with  Hon.  Walter  Gould,  President  and 
Superintendent  of  Education.  At  this  meeting,  steps  were 
taken  to  secure  the  collection  of  all  debts  due  the  School  Fund 
of  the  county. 

At  the  January  meeting  of  the  Board,  forty-four  schools  were 
located,  and  thirty-three  put  in  operation.  Before  the  meeting 
in  Februaiy,  Judge  Gould  was  removed  from  the  office  of  Super- 
intendent, and  until  the  appointment  of  Captain  Solon  M. 
Sykes,  in  April  following,  the  Board  was  left  without  an  ad- 
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dviser.  They,  however,  continued  to  locate  schools  and  employ 
teachers,  and  by  1st  of  June,  forty-eight  schools  had  been  put 
in  operation. 

On  the  21st  of  June,  I received  the  appointment  of  Superin- 
tendent, relieving  Captain  Sykes,  who,  owing  to  his  residence 
in  that  part  of  Carroll  taken  to  form  Montgomery  county,  had 
been  disqualified  to  act  in  this  county.  Twenty  schools  have 
since  been  located  and  put  in  operation,  making  in  all,  sixty- 
eight  for  the  year  1871. 

They  have  been  supported  out  of  the  fund  levied  for  1870. 
We  have  now  on  hand  the  fund  levied  for  1871,  and  some  two 
thousand  dollars  of  the  Common  School  Fund,  apportioned  by 
the  State  some  six  weeks  since,  to  sustain  the  school  in  1872. 

We  have  moved  along  quietly — no  disturbance.  The  great 
masses  of  the  people  favor  a system  of  public  education,  but 
think  that  some  change  should  be  made  so  as  to  reduce  the 
expenses  attached  to  the  Superintendents  services,  and  the  per 
diem  and  mileage  of  members  of  Board  of  Education.  Man3Tof 
our  best  citizens  would  cheerfulty  donate  lands  and  build  houses 
for  school  purposes,  if  our  Board  'would  make  the  schools 
permanent. 

We  have  levied  no  school -house  tax — the  liberality  of  our 
citizens  precluding  the  necessity.  I would  suggest,  however, 
the  use  of  the  different  township  funds  in  the  purchase  of 
modern  school  furniture  and  repairs  of  school-houses,  belong- 
ing to  the  several  townships.  Much  of  this  fund,  through 
carelessness  of  school  officers,  has  been  lost.  Our  attorney, 
Colonel  Somerville,  thinks  many  debts  due  it,  and  regarded 
now  as  worthless,  may  be  recovered;  and  the  Board  has  given 
him  entire  control  of  all  debts  and  claims  due  the  township 
fund.  I submit,  that  the  State  Board  of  Education  ought  not 
to  claim  the  right  to  say  what  salaries  County  Boards  should 
pay  their  teachers.  This  ought  to  be  left  to  them. 


CHOCTAW  COUNTY. 

R.  B.  WOO  LEY,  SUPERINTENDENT. 

We  made  short  lectures  at  all  the  primary  or  third  grade 
schools,  and  all  the  schools  that  I did  not  visit  my  Directors 
filled  my  place.  The  last  Board  of  Directors  were  fully  alive 
to  the  free  public  system,  but  our  first  Board  was  not,  which 
impaired  our  progress  of  free  public  education.  We  labored 
under  all  the  disadvantages  that  could  be  brought  to  bear  by 
the  opposition  to  our  much  needed  system  of  free  public  edu- 
cation. 

We  began  our  operations  as  Superintendent  of  Public  Edu- 
cation, November  27,  1870,  but  did  not  get  my  Board  organ- 
ized until  December  5,  1870,  after  which  we  were  regularly  en- 
gaged in  our  school  system.  The  Board  of  Supervisors  lacked 
discretion  in  appointing  men  of  reading  character  upon  the 
School  Board,  which  very  much  impeded  the  status  of  our 
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school  system  afterwards.  They  saw  the  point  and  canceled 
the  Board  of  School  Directors,  and  appointed  men  of  undoubted 
character,  and  who  are  full}7  alive  to  the  free  school  system 
by  taxation.  Our  representatives  are,  or  have  been  opposed 
to  our  free  system  of  education,  and  to-day  they  are  opposed, 
except  Frank  Holloway  (a  Democrat).  He  says  the  system  is 
good,  and  should  be  cherished  by  all  good  citizens.  Our  Hon. 
Senator,  Thos.  W.  Castle,  did  so,  and  is  now  doing  all  that  he 
can  to  demolish  the  free  public  schools.  Oh ! shame,  where  art 
thou?  By  the  census  of  1860 — you  will  just  foot  up  the  statis- 
tics for  that  census  and  see  our  condition;  here  is  my  true 
statement — though  to  save  to  speak  of  (Webster),  five  hundred 
and  sixty  could  neither  read  nor  write,  let  alone  speaking  the 
English  language  correctly.  Upward  and  onward  is  our  course, 
until  we  reach  that  position,  that  education  and  nature  has 
destined  us.  The  number  of  schools  in  the  county  of  Choctaw 
is  eighty-five,  making  eighty-five  principal  teachers,  assisted  by 
sixteen  teachers,  amounting  in  all  to  one  hundred  and  one 
teachers.  Number  of  male  teachers  seventy-two,  of  female 
eachers  twenty-seven.  Number  of  males,  colored,  one;  of 
temales,  colored,  one.  Total  number  of  all  teachers  one  hun- 
dred and  one. 

I have  received  nothing  for  my  services  except  county  war- 
rants, which  amounts  to  two  hundred  and  sixty-one  days’ 
faithful  service,  as  laid  down  in  the  field  book  of  operation — 
amount  of  $1,305  00  up  to  December  23,  1871.  Due  yet  four 
davs’  service  up  to  December  31,  1871.  The  total  amount 
of  school  bill,  for  the  year  1871,  is  $23,000  00,  which  leaves  us 
minus  $6,774  31.  If  we  can  get  the  proper  dividend  from  the 
State,  we  will  be  able  to  pay  out  all  indebtedness,,  which 
amounts  to  more  than  our  friends  of  free  education  expected. 
The  amount  of  expense  for  the  Directors  is  about  $1,400  00, 
making  about  $2,700.  I would  respectfully  submit  to  the 
honorable  State  Board  of  Education,  that  the  County  Super- 
intendent be  required  to  give  bond  of  not  less  than  $5,000  00, 
to  be  approved  as  other  county  officers,  and  that  we  have  no 
Board  of  School  Directors,  but  have  trustees  appointed  (at 
least  three)  to  each  school,  without  compensation.  Now  of 
sixteen  schools,  as  located  b}7  my  honorable  Board  of  School 
Directors,  for  the  colored  youth  of  Choctaw,  thirteen  of  which 
have  been  successfully  run,  except  one  which  was  burned  down 
on  the  last  Friday  night  of  September,  1871.  We  organized 
for  the  count}7  of  Choctaw  proper,  for  the  year  1872,  on 
November  15,  1871,  under  adverse  circumstances,  as  known,  are 
opposed  to  the  free  school  system  by  taxation;  the  majority 
of  the  people  are  in  favor  of  the  free  public  school  system,, 
and  are  giving  it  steady  maintenance,  and  we  hope  that  the 
State  wil  1 give  her  undivided  honor  for  her  attention  to  our 
free  public  schools;  and  our  Secretary  of  the  School  Board 
for  our  county  (Mr.  A.  Hutto),  has  not  kept  anything  like  a 
faithful  record  of  the  boards  of  proceedings.  The  County 
Treasurer,  Mr.  A.  Smith,  has  not  done  his  duty  as  an  officer. 
These  are  stern  facts,  and  we  ask  reference  to  respectable  citi- 
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zens  of  the  county  of  Choctaw  and  Montgomery,  as  now 
divided  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Mississippi.  We 
respectfully  ask  of  the  Honorable  State  Board  of  Free  Public 
Education,  that  they  hold  sacred  the  institution  of  free  public 
education,  by  taxation,  etc.  And  we  earnestly  ask  the  Con- 
gress of  the  United  States  to  lend  her  charitable  hand  to  sus- 
tain the  free  public  schools  of  the  State  of  Mississippi.  To-day 
one  year  ago,  the  little  children  did  not  know  what  education 
meant,  but,  it  is  a source  of  pleasure,  that  there  is  scarcely  a 
family,  either  white  or  black,  but  some  one  of  its  members  can 
read;  and  how  pleasant  it  is.  These  are  facts,  and  I respect- 
fully submit  them  to  your  honorable  consideration. 

I will  furnish  a more  faithful  report  on  my  return  home. 


CLAIBORNE  COUNTY. 

J.  W.  STRYKER,  SUPERINTENDENT. 

The  accompanying  report  is  intendedTo  extend  from  the  first 
organizing  of  public  schools  in  the  county  to  the  present  time. 
When  the  present  system  was  inaugurated,  it  was  looked  upon 
with  suspicion,  but  I am  happy  to  say  that  it  now  meets  the 
approbation  and  approval  of  the  more  intelligent  air  * greater 
part  of  the  community.  We  have,  as  yet,  obtained  very  few. 
judgments  in  court ; what  few  we  have,  havebeen  by  default, 
and  the  executions  have  been  returned  without  finding  any 
property.  We,  doubtless,  would  have  obtained  some  judgments, 
and  collected  some  money,  if  there  had  been  a November  term 
of  the  Circuit  court  in  this  county.  One  note,  reported  here 
tofore,  has  been  paid,  but  was  all  absorbed,  and  more  too,  in 
paying  Court  costs  incurred  by  the  former  Boards  of  Township 
Trustees.  The  school  lands  in  this  county  have  nearly  all  been 
leased  for  a period  of  ninety-nine  years.  Some  of  the  leases 
seem  to  be  informal,  and  not  strictly  legal,  and  we  have  entered 
one  (a  trial)  suit  in  order  to  recover  the  land.  Our  School 
warrants  have  never  been  depreciated.  By  a little  careful 
management  and  co-operation  on  the  part  of  our  teachers,  we 
have  been  enabled  to  keep  them  at  par,  and  our  teachers  and 
all  others  to  whom  we  were  indebted  have  received  the  full 
amount  of  their  warrants  in  currency. 

The  law  regulating  the  salaries  of  teachers  has  operated 
against  us,  as  far  as  regards  teachers  of  the  first  grade,  as  we 
find  it  almost  impossible  to  employ  any  possessing  the  neces- 
sary qualifications  to  take  charge  of  our  town  schools  for  so 
meager  a salary.  I think  that  should  have  been  left  with  the 
Boards  of  School  Directors,  and  let  them  decide  what  salary 
they  would  pay.  The  amount  of  money  reported  as  Special 
School  Tax  will  not  be  all  realized,  as  there  was  a mistake  made 
in  the  assessment,  which,  when  corrected,  will  reduce  the 
amount  about  ten  or  fifteen  per  cent. 

A— 14 
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COAHOMA  COUNTY. 

J.  CORCORAN,  SUPERINTENDENT. 

I have  the  honor,  in  addition  to  my  statistical  report,  to  in- 
form you  that  we  organized  our  schools  in  this  county  in 
March  last,  have  had  fifteen  schools  running,  averaging  an 
attendance  of  about  six  hundred  pupils;  have  met  with  en- 
couragement in  opening  the  schools  throughout  the  county,  the 
people  giving  their  churches,  etc.,  for  the  use  of  schools.  We 
have  built  eleven  school-houses  during  the  past  year,  and  the 
future  for  the  free  schools  in  our  county  looks  very  flattering. 
The  people  are  very  willing  to  pa}'  tax  for  school  purposes. 


COPIAH  COUNTY. 

GEORGE  J.  MORTIMER,  SUPERINTENDENT. 

The  School  Directors  of  Copiah  county  re-organized  in 
January,  1872,  by  the  election  of  two  new  members,  the  two  of 
the  one-year  term  having  expired.  Up  to  the  first  of  February, 
thirty-nine  schools  were  established;  now  have  fifty-four. 

Near  twent}''  thousand  dollars  was  levied  by  the  Board  of 
Supervisors  (prior  to  the,  late  election),  to  pay  teachers,  and 
one  mill  on  the  dollar  for  school-house  purposes;  none  of 
which,  for  school-houses,  blackboards,  benches,  books  and 
needful  repairs  to  houses,  my  Board  seems  inclined  to  appropri- 
ate. We  look  for  a more  intelligent  interpretation  of  the  law. 

The  masses  of  the  people  begin  to  appreciate  the  free 
school  system,  although  there  are  a few  to  find  fault — these  are 
the  would-be  reformers. 

Efficient  teachers  are  yet  required  for  the  rural  districts. 
Most  communities  confide  in  the  choice  of  the  Superintendent 
as  to  the  teachers  to  be  assigned. 

I consider  the  suggestion  of  the  Governor,  to  abolish  the 
County  Directors,  a good  one,  and  such  as  will  meet  the 
approval  of  a large  majority  of  the  people.  They  think  it 
cumbrous  and  expensive,  and  more  efficiently  to  be  supplied  by 
the  aid  of  volunteer  local  trustees  or  directors,  as  the  practical 
working  of  the  County  Directory  is  but  an  expression  of  the 
wish  of  the  several  sub-School  Districts  which  could 
be  better  obtained  by  the  direct  contact  of  the 
patrons  of  the  schools  with  the  Superintendent.  There  can  be 
no  possible  doubt  but  that  an  efficient  and  devoted  administra- 
tion of  the  school  law  canrof  bgened,  if  a suitable  salary  beiii 
fixed  and  adequate  com  pun  Xjpui^ish  for  the  services  -abvit 
such  persons  as  can  euoi^nsued  philantta  azob  libeallyiven 
thropic  plan  to  educate  the  public.  No  fear  need  be  enter- 
tained to  increase  the  powers  and  pay  of  this  very  responsible 
position.  Give  to  the  Superintendent  ample  scope,  and  let  the 
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State  Board  have  power  to  remedy  any  defects  or  lack  of  ser- 
vice. All  the  intelligence  with  which  I have  met,  agree  as  to 
these  particular  points.  The  system,  through  the  representa- 
tion of  a Board  of  Directors,  has  now  fully  introduced  itself  to 
the  approval  of  all  the  people  (the  working  of  which,  to  most 
of  us,  was  new  and  untried),  and  now  the  necessity  is  to  sim- 
lify  and  economize. 

There  are  only  some  five  or  six  First  Grade  schools,  the  oth- 
ers being  intermediate  and  primary.  No  subject  so  demands 
the  attention  of  the  Legislature  as  the  one  of  free  schools  for 
all  the  children.  Congress,  as  well  as  all  Christendom,  seems 
to  be  waking  up  to  this  great  truth. 

COVINGTON  COUNTY. 

E.  W.  LARKIN,  SUPERINTENDENT. 

We  had  twenty-four  schools  in  operation  in  this  county 
during  the  year  1871,  taught  by  twent3r-fhe  teachers  (a  change 
of  teachers  having  taken  place  in  one  of  the  schools).  Seven- 
teen schools  were  taught  four  months;  four,  three  months,  and 
two  two,  months.  Three  schools  were  of  the  mixed  grade,  one 
of  these  ranking  as  Grammar,  and  two  as  Intermediate. 

The  difficulty  of  securing  teachers  for  colored  schools  was 
so  great  that,  though  we  offered  higher  salaries,  it  seemed  for 
a time  that  this  branch  of  the  service  mu&t  prove  a failure. 
We  finally  gave  employment  to  the  only  two  persons  who 
offered  themselves  for  the  work,  waiving  all  question  of  quali- 
fication. 

The  Board  of  Directors  adopted  for  use  in  the  schools  of  the 
county,  Felter’s  arithmetic,  Guyot’s  geography.  Kerbs  gram- 
mar, Wilson’s  readers  (to  the  Third  inclusive)  and  spellers, 
Spencerian  copy-books,  Wells’  natural  philosophy,  and  Kerl’s 
composition  and  rhetoric.  We  did  not  get  the  new  books  into- 
general  use  last  year,  as  we  did  not  receive  them  until  it  w^as 
too  late. 

Salaries  of  teachers,  $40,  $60,  and  $80,  according  to  grade, 
were  paid  with  warrants,  which  were  cashed  by  the  Treasurer 
on  presentation.  No  teacher  in  the  county  losing  a dollar  by 
any  shaving  transaction. 

Not  much  was  done  in  the  way  of  visiting  the  schools.  I 
was  myself  engaged  in  teaching,  which  left  little  time  at  my 
disposal,  and  the  school  term,  at  first  arranged  for  six  months 
was  reduced  to  four,  and  this  also  interfered  with  my  plans  for 
visiting. 

Though  several  of  the  public  schools  were  continued  one, 
two,  or  three  months  after  being  closed  as  public  schools,  at 
the  expense  of  the  neighborhoods,  I did  not  report  them  as 
private  schools — though,  perhaps,  I should  liawe  done  so — as  it 
would  involve  my  counting  the  same  pupils  twice  in  the  grand 
total  column.  There  were  two  private  schools,  continuing  six 
and  three  months  respectively,  omitted  in  the  tabular  statement, 
by  mistake.  The  number  of  pupils  in  each  was  about  twenty. 
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In  regard  to  claims,  nothing  has  been  done  during  the  j^ear. 
Some  of  the  claims  were  in  process  of  collection  by  suits  insti- 
tuted before  the  business  came  into  our  hands.  We  have 
simply  permitted  such  suits  to  take  their  course.  In  other 
cases,  in  the  ambiguity  of  the  law,  with  which  I was  also  im- 
perfectly acquainted,  and  in  the  absence  of  instructions,  I 
waited  for  more  definite  information,  not  being  certain  whether 
I would  be  allowed  to  renew  notes  or  payment  of  the  interest, 
or  be  expected  to  collect  at  once  principal  and  interest  for  in- 
vestment in  the  Common  School  Fund.  I am  still  in  uncer- 
tainty about  the  matter.  The  new  Code  has  not  yet  come  to 
hand. 

The  schools  maintained  hitherto  in  the  county  have  been, 
with  scarcely  an  exception,  temporary,  irregular  and  desultory. 
Gatliererd  for  a brief  time — ten  months  perhaps,  at  the  longest, 
for  a simple  engagement — opportunity  has  never  been  offered, 
for  digesting  a system  of  study,  classifying  properly  the  pupils, 
and  getting  into  use  a uniform  and  suitable  set  of  school  books. 
The  books  in  use  generally  includeed  all  the  varieties  that  a 
judicious  teacher  would  not  commend,  with  few  that  he  would. 
The  people  have  never  been  accustomed  to  act  in  concert  in 
this  matter.  Very  narrow  views,  instead  of  a liberal  policy, 
which  would  also  be  the  wise  one,  have  ever  been  in  the  ascen- 
dant. It  has  not  been  customary  for  any  one  to  help  a school 
when  his  own  children  were  not  of  the  precise  age  to  be  benefi- 
ted by  it.  Wheif  his  turn  came  to  want  a school,,  his  neighbors 
have  returned  the  compliment  with  indifference  on  their  side. 
A permanent  school  does  not  exist;  and  the  idea  that  a school 
is  an  institution  to  be  established  and  provided  for  as  a public 
benefit,  as  a common  necessity  in  every  community,  is  still 
waiting  patiently  to  be  born. 

The  school  law,  in  the  main  wise  and  sensible,  is  yet  in  some 
points  open  to  criticism.  The  Board  of  Directors,  as  recom- 
mended by  the  Governor,  might  with  advantage  be  abolished, 
and  their  duties  devolve  upon  the  Superintendents,  to  whom 
salaries  remunerating  them  adequately  for  their  time  and  labor 
should  be  given.  If  the  Boards  are  retained,  it  would  be  better 
to  leave  their  selection  to  popular  vote  by  the  whole  county,, 
choosing  two  each  year;  of  course  distributing  them  in  due  pro- 
portion through  the  county.  Appointment  by  the  Supervisors 
on  the  present  plan,  will  not  be  as  likely,  I think,  to  give  us 
the  best  men  for  Directors. 

I cannot  help  thinking  that  section  49  is  a little  in  fault  in 
not  allowing  Boards  of  Directors  some  discretion  in  the  case 
there  stated,  when  representatives  of  twenty-five  educable  chil- 
dren apply  for  an  additional  school.  It  gives  undue  advantage 
to  caprice  and  unnecessary  dissatisfaction  with  existing  ar- 
rangements. 

The  law  establishing  free  scholarships  in  the  universities 
would  give  important  aid  to  education,  if  so  modified  as  to 
require  of  the  successful  candidate  some  definite  amount  of 
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scholarship,  sufficient,  for  instance,  to  enter  the  “freshman”  class 
in  college.  The  scholarship  now  required,  supposing  there  is 
no  competition,  or  very,  little,  need  not  be  much  above  zero.  , 
I can  now  report  a much  better  state  of  feeling  toward  the 
public  school  cause  than  I was  able  to  do  one  year  ago. 


FRANKLIN  COUNTY. 

S.  S.  MONTGOMERY,  SUPERINTENDENT. 

I submit  to  your  honor  my  annual  report  of  the  condition 
of  the  public  schools,  school  funds,  etc.,  in  the  county  of 
Franklin,  for  the  year  1871;  also,  the  following  remarks,  which, 
should  you  feel  disposed  to  do  so,  you  may  publish  in  the 
Educational  Journal. 

In  my  last  annual  report,  I stated  that  the  whole  number  of 
public  schools  in  this  county,  for  the  present  year,  would  prob- 
ably reach  forty.  From  the  report  I have  just  made  and  for- 
warded, you  will  kee  that  we  have  gone  beyond  that  number; 
have  organized  and  had  in  successful  operation  forty-four 
public  schools,  twenty-eight  white  and  sixteen  colored.  It  has 
been  my  aim,  while  acting  in  the  capacity  of  County  Superin- 
tendent of  Education,  to  do  justice  to  all;  to  offer  the  oppor- 
tunity of  attending  school  for  a period  of  not  less  than  four 
months  in  the  present  year  to  every  child  of  legal  school  age 
in  the  county.  Although,  as  is  shown  by  my  annual  report, 
there  are  upwards  of  200  educable  children  in  my  county  who 
have  not  attended  the  public  schools  for  a single  day,  yet  this 
is  not  attributable  to  any  negligence  on  the  part  of  the  school 
officers;  it  W’as  not  owing  to  there  being  no  schools  established 
within  reach  of  them,  but  to  an  unwillingness  on  the  part  of 
some  to  give  patronage  and  encouragement  to  the  free  school 
system,  and  to  a want  of  proper  appreciation  of  the  blessings 
of  education,  on  the  part  of  others.  Some  preferred  to  patron- 
ize private  schools,  while  others  preferred  to  patronize  no 
schools  at  all,  the  latter  thinking,  perhaps,  that  because  they 
had  lived  in  the  “back  woods”  all  their  lives,  and  had  escaped 
being  devoured  by  owls  and  bats,  their  offspring  could  do  the 
same.  A large  majority  of  the  people  of  my  county,  I am 
happy  to  say,  are  favorably  disposed  towards  the  public 
school  system,  and  are  willing  to  make  large  sacrifices  to  keep 
the  schools  in  operation.  The  only  difficulty  we  have  to  con- 
tend with,  is  an  insufficiency  of  funds  with  which  to  pay  off  the 
teachers.  The  tax  levied  by  our  Board  of  Supervisors  for 
Teachers’ Fund,  amounting  to  $4,600,  the  State  apportionment 
to  the  county  amounting  to  $592,  together  with  other  sums 
which  have  been  paid  into  the  School  Fund,  amounting  in  the 
aggregate,  to  about  $6,500,  is  the  only  money  we  have  had  to 
operate  with,  in  carrying  on  the  public  schools.  This  amount, 
it  is  apparent  to  every  one,  is  wholly  inadequate  to  pay  off 
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forty-four  teachers  for  four  months,  at  an  average  monthly 
salary  of  $50,  consequent^,  many  of  our  teachers  have  been 
unable,  as  yet,  to  collect  all  that  is  due  them.  I mention  this  fact 
to  show  that  it  is  not  the  fault  of  the  school  officers,  or  any  other 
officer  having  the  control  and  management  of  the  funds,  that 
the  teachers  have  not  been  paid  every  dollar  that  their  warrants 
have  called  for.  The  funds  have  not  been  squandered,  as  the 
enemies  of  the  public  school  system  have  labored  assiduously 
to  make  it  appear,  but  have  been  honestly  applied  to  school 
purposes  as  far  as  they  would  go. 

From  all  the  information  I have  been  able  to  procure  relative 
to  the  Sixteenth  Section  Lands,  if  the  proper  efforts  are  made,  a 
considerable  amount  can  be  realized  from  them,  as  many  of  these 
lands  have  been  leased  to  parties  who  are  solvent,  and  have 
expressed  a willingness  to  liquidate  their  indebtedness.  About 
1,600  acres  of  these  lands,  which  are  almost  valueless,  remain 
unsold.  All  of  the  old  school  notes  and  papers  relative  to 
which  I reported  in  my  annual  report  for  the  year  1870,  have 
been  placed  in  the  hands  of  an  attorney  employed  by  the 
Board  of  School  Directors.  Being  no  longer  a school  officer, 
selfish  motives  cannot  be  ascribed  to  me,  in  offering  the  follow- 
ing suggestions. 

It  is  very  evident  that  the  amount  and  kind  of  pay  allowed 
County  Superintendents  for  their  services,  is  insufficient.  No 
officer  in  the  county  has  the  amount  of  labor  to  perform,  and  so 
great  a responsibility  resting  upon  him,  as  the  County  Super- 
intendent of  Public  Education.  He  should  be  paid  a fixed  and 
competent  salary,  paid  in  currency,  and  not  in  county  warrants, 
worth  from  forty  to  sixt}r  cents  on  the  dollar. 

It  is  my  opinion,  and  I am  satisfied  that  a larger  majority  of 
the  members  of  the  Boards  of  School  Directors,  concur  with 
me,  that  the  tax  payers  could  well  be  relieved  of  paying  that 
amount  of  tax  required  to  pay  the  members  of  said  Boards,  for 
their  services.  If  the  County  Superintendents  are  men  of 
brains,  of  energy  and  integrity,  as  they  should  be,  with  a salary 
sufficient  to  justify  them  in  devoting  their  whole  attention  to 
the  work,  they  can  attend  properly  to  all  of  the  business  con- 
nected with  the  public  schools  in  their  respective  counties.  Let 
the  people,  whom  the}r  are  appointed  to  serve,  watch  and  criti- 
cise their  actions.  They  will  do  it  for  nothing,  instead  of 
paying  men  to  do  it. 


GREENE  COUNTY. 

JOHN  w.  m’innis,  superintendent. 

My  report  is  somewhat  delayed,  in  consequence  of  sickness. 
It  is  impossible  for  me,  under  the  condition  of  public  mat- 
ters, to  give  such  information  as  is  desired,  from  the  fact  of 
the  public  records  having  been  burned  twice,  to-wit : in  1863  and 


215 


1871.  The  School  Funds  that  were  in  the  county  prior  to  1860 
have  all  been  neglected  so  much,  that  they  have  all  been  wasted. 
There  has  been  one  school-house  burned  this  season — on  the 
night  of  November  the  30th.  It  was  a colored  school,  and 
the  wherefore  is  left  to  conjecture;  but  it  is  supposed  that  it 
was  burnt  on  purpose. 

The  schools  have  been  going  on  quietly,  and  there  has  been 
no  interruption;  but  there  is  a want  of  appreciation  on  the 
part  of  the  beneficiaries;  for  very  often  not  one  half  of  the 
pupils  attend  school,  and  no  valid  excuse  is  rendered.  I would 
suggest  a change  in  the  School  Law — that  when  there  fails  to 
be  in  attendance  two-thirds  of  the  scholars  enrolled,  on  ail 
average,  that  it  be  left  to  the  discretion  of  the  Superintendent 
to  dismiss  the  school.  It  is  almost  impossible  to  get  the 
Directors  to  attend  the  meetings  of  the  Board,  or  a quorum  of 
them.  I have  had  but  one  full  Board  since  it  was  first  organ- 
ized, and  there  is  no  power  vested  in  the  Board  or  Superinten- 
dent to  compel  attendance.  The  Board  should  be  made  a 
court  of  record,  and  authorized  to  fine  for  non-attendance. 
There  has  been  two  resignations,  and  the  newly  appointed 
members  have  failed  to  qualify. 

The  law  should  be  so  amended  as  to  authorize  the  Superin- 
tendent to  perform  the  duties  when  the  Board  fails  to  attend. 
The  result  is,  when  a quorum  of  the  Board  fails  to  attend,  no 
business  is  done ; and  those  who  do  attend,  either  have  to  be 
paid  and  no  public  business  done,  or  they  get  no  pay,  which 
discourages  the  attentive  members  of  the  Board. 


HARRISON  COUNTY. 

ElON.  CALEB  LINDSEY,  SUPERINTENDENT. 

I regret  that  since  my  annual  report  of  the  28th  of  February 
last,  there  is  nothing  encouraging  to  be  said  for  the  free  school 
S}’stem  of  this  county.  The  Board  of  Supervisors  have  refused 
to  make  a levy  sufficient  to  meet  th^  expenditures  that  had 
been  incurred  up  to  the  above  date,  and  as  soon  as  the  Board 
was  known  to  be  influenced  and  controlled  by  the  enemies  to 
the  system,  all  confidence  on  the  part  of  builders  of  school- 
houses  and  teachers  was  lost  to  such  an  extent  that  not  a 
house  could  be  built  or  repaired,  nor  a teacher  hired. 

Although  the  estimates,  as  required  under  the  31st  section 
-of  the  school  law,  had  been  made,  yet  the  schools  had  only 
been  partly  put  into  operation.  After  waiting  upon  the  Board 
of  Supervisors  a sufficient  time,  I procured,  through  Col.  Thos. 
J.  Humphries,  a petition  to  Judge  Green  C.  Chandler,  for  a writ 
of  mandamus  to  force  that  Board  to  make  a levy  sufficient. 
The  petition,  Clerk’s  certificate  of  the  action  of  the  School 
Board,  and  Judge  Chandler’s  letter  to  me,  are  all  submitted. 
The  Board  of  Supervisors  have,  since  the  first  estimate  was 
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made  and  submitted,  levied  three  mills  at  two  levies,  a 
mill  and  a half  each  time,  amounting  to  twenty-nine  hundred 
and  sixty-eight  dollars  ($2,968).  The  amount  of  nine  hundred 
and  fifty  dollars  and  five  cents  ($950  05),  th q pro  rata  share  of 
this  county,  due  from  the  State  Income  School  Fund,  added 
together,  make  the  sum  of  thirty-nine  hundred  and  eighteen 
dollars  ($3,918) ; this  latter  amount  taken  from  the  estimate  first 
submitted  to  the  Board  of  Supervisors,  of  ten  thousand  four 
hundred  and  ninety -seven  dollars  ($10,497),  leaves  still  to  be 
levied  and  collected  the  sum  of  six  thousand  five  hundred  and 
seventy-nine  dollars  ($6,579),  to  meet  the  outstanding  liabili- 
ties, and  put  into  operation  the  schools  in  the  northern  and 
eastern  portions  of  the  county. 

At  this  time  we  have  no  public  schools  in  operation,  no 
teachers  or  builders  of  school-houses  asking  for  employment; 
County  school  warrants  are  being  offered  and  shaved  at  half 
their  face  value.  Confidence  in  the  system  seems  to  be  gone, 
even  with  those  most  interested. 

Under  the  head,  “ General  Statistics,”  I have  been  obliged 
to  repeal  much  of  the  last  report.  Under  “Financial  Statis- 
tics,” the  report  is  meager  and  imperfect,  owing  to  the  county 
officers  not  furnishing  me  with  the  proper  figures;  therefore,  I 
submit  such  as  are  furnished. 

The  “ Private  School  Statistics”  have  been  obtained  at  some 
trouble,  and  expense  of  good  feeling.  It  is  unpleasant  to  feel 
insulted  when  in  the  discharge  of  what  we  consider  a lawful 
duty.  The  excuse  for  such  want  of  cordiality  is,  “ that  the 
school  officers  of  the  State  and  county  have  nothing  to  do 
with  a private  school,”  and  not  forgetting  to  speak  of 
taxation,  etc.  I forward  the  catalogue  of  the  Pass  Christian 
College,  a Catholic  Institution,  thrifty  and  popular. 

There  are  two  other  high  schools  at  Pass  Christian  for 
boys  and  young  men;  also  two  high  schools  for  young  ladies 
besides  others  of  a primary  and  mixed  grade,  none  of  which 
publish  a catalogue. 

The  opposition  to  the  free  public  school  system  mainly  on 
account  of  the  cost  to  the  property  owners  of  the  county,  the 
change  of  the  negro  from  a state  of  slavery  to  that  of  free- 
dom, and  the  consequent  deranged  and  prostrate  condi- 
tion of  labor  and  finances,  may  well  be  considered  as  a reason 
for  a change  in  the  school  law.  The  primary  object  of  our 
law-makers  should  be  to  make  laws  so  plain  and  simple  that 
they  may  be  understood,  and  be  executed  understandingly; 
such  cannot  be  said  of  our  school  law  now  in  force.  To 
give  due  weight  to  the  above  reasons  for  opposition  to 
our  school  law,  and  to  amend  it  so  as  to  make  it  cheaper  and 
easier  of  execution,  is  certainly  desirable.  To  make  the  scheme 
more  practicable  and  beneficial  to  every  child,  the  law  should 
be  changed  so  as  to  make  it  more  simple  anp  forcible.  To  cut 
the  system  down  so  as  to  embrace  what  are  now  called  and 
understood  to  be  the  second  and  third  grades.  To  pro- 
serve the  Normal  School  College  and  Universities  features  of 
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the  law,  then  scholars  could  pass  from  the  lower  to  the  higher 
grades,  as  the  higher  schools  are  provided  with  preparatory 
departments.  To  render  the  law  less  complex  and  cheaper, 
it  should  abolish  the  School  Directory,  and  require  the  County 
Superintendents  to  do  all  the  work  for  better  pay  in  mileage 
and  per  diem.  To  require  County  Superintendents  to  report  to 
the  State  Board  of  Education,  there  to  receive  instruction  and 
correction,  such  as  he  can  understand  and  appreciate.  To 
compel  the  Boards  of  Supervisors,  under  a penalty,  to  make 
such  levies  as  shal]  be  submitted  to  them.  To  abolish  the 
sub-school  district  system,  and  locate  the  schools  of  the  county, 
to  suit  the  geographical,  topographical,  and  populative  condi- 
tion of  the  county.  To  require  the  people  of  each  neighbor- 
hood to  build  their  own  school-houses,  to  be  paid  for  out  of 
the  School-house  Fund.  To  require  the  school  fund  to  be 
levied  and  collected  before  any  contracts  are  made  for  its 
disbursement;  then  contracts  with  builders  and  teachers  can 
be  made  at  fair  rates.  To  change  the  theory  for  a more  prac, 
tical  operation  of  so  important  a law  requires  more  experience 
and  reflection  than  I have. 


HINDS  COUNTY. 

JOHN  C.  TUCKER,  SUPERINTENDENT. 

In  compliance  with  law,  I herewith  submit  to  you,  in 
addition  to  the  Statistical  Report,  a brief  statement  in  regard 
to  the  schools  in  this  county. 

I am  happy  to  b«  able  to  report,  that  during  the  past  year 
the  cause  of  public  education  has  prospered,  and  that,  in  many 
respects,  I can  report  progress. 

There  is  evidently  a growing  interest,  which,  though  far 
from  being  as  active  and  voluntary  as  it  should  be,  is  still  so 
much  more  lively  and  so  much  more  easily  awakened  than  for- 
merly, that  I am  greatly  encouraged,  and  look  forward  to  the 
future  with  expectations  that  we  shall  soon  have  much  better 
schools — schools  in  which  all  the  children  of  the  county  may 
be  educated,  in  the  support  of  which  the  taxpayer  may  con- 
sider his  money  well  invested;  and  which  the  entire  commu- 
nity may  feel  willing  and  anxious  to  encourage  and  sustain. 
Some  of  the  obstacles  to  success  have  been  removed;  man y of 
the  notions  of  the  people  are  giving  place  to  ideas  reformatory 
and  practical  in  their  nature;  many,  heretofore  indifferent  to 
such  matters,  are  becoming  convinced  of  the  fact  that  our  com- 
mon schools  are  worthy  of  their  attention  and  support.  Be- 
lieving that  the  most  practical  method  of  improving  the  char- 
acter of  the  schools  was  to  raise  the  standard  of  teachers’  quali- 
fications, I have  made  this  my  constant  aim. 

I believe  there  is  no  surer  way  of  injuring  the  schools  than 
certificates  to  grant  to  a great  number  of  teachers  of  moderate 
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abilities.  Many  of  this  class  will  teach  for  half  price  rather 
than  not  at  all,  proving  a dear  bargain  to  those  for  whom  they 
labor. 

In  my  opinion,  there  is  nothing  better  calculated  to  elevate 
the  standard  of  the  schools  in  the  State  of  Mississippi,  than 
for  school  officers  to  unite  in  thtir  efforts  to  make  teaching 
a profession  that  will  pay. 

Let  those  who  teach  receive  a just  and  liberal  compensation, 
and  none  be  employed  who  are  not  well  qualified. 

The  operations  of  the  free  school  system  are  becoming 
more  apparent  in  the  attendance  of  older  pupils,  and  in  the 
consequent  complaints  of  small  private  schools  that  have  been 
with  difficulty  sustaining  themselves  in  competition  with  this 
new  element  of  strength  and  popularity  in  the  common 
schools. 

The  reasonings  productive  of  these  results  are  short  and 
simple,  viz:  “ If  I am  required  to  pay  taxes  to  support  a free 

school,  and  competent  teachers  are  employed,  I will  patronize 
it  in  preference  to  the  private  school.”  Again : “ It  is  a mat- 
ter of  economy  with  me.  Before  the  inauguration  of  the  free 
school  system  in  this  State,  I sent . three  children  to  a pri- 
vate school,  paying  a monthly  tuition  of  fifteen  dollars;  cost- 
ing one  hundred  and  twenty  dollars  for  the  year.  During  the 
past  year  my  children  attended  the  public  school,  in  which 
the  same  teacher  was  employed,  and  the  school  continued'  the 
same  number  of  months;  my, tax  for  the  support  of  free  schools 
amounted  to  but  twelve  dollars,  thus  leaving  a difference  in 
my  favor  of  one  hundred  and  eight  dollars.” 

The  necessity  for  more  abundant  school  accommodations  is 
constantly  making  itself  felt.  We  need  more  school^  houses! 

Owing  to  the  limited  tax  levied  for  # school-house  pur- 
poses (one-half  mile  on  the  taxable  property),  the  Board  of 
School  Directors  have  been  unable  to  erect  school  buildings 
where  they  were  really  needed.  We  hope,  during  the  coming 
3’ear,  that  those  whose  business  it  shall  be  to  levy.school  taxes, 
will  consider  well  the  importance  of  an  ample  fund  for  build- 
ing purposes. 

There  is  a sad  deficiency  in  school  apparatus  in  nearty  all  of 
the  schools  in  the  county,  and  much  time  and  teaching  is 
wasted  for  want  of  sufficient  and  proper  means  of  illustration. 
One  of  the  great  needs  of  the  schools  is  a suitable  supply  of 
maps,  globes,  charts  and  black  boards. 

The  requirements  of  the  law  relative  to  each  county  adopt- 
ing and  using  a uniform  series  of  text  books  has  been  gener- 
ally complied  with.  This  book  question  is  one  of  vital  impor- 
tance to  the  welfare  of  our  schools,  and  should  be  impartially 
and  carefully  considered.  In  uniformity  there  is  economy,  and 
a great  saving  of  time  and*  labor. 

It  will  be  seen  b}7  reference  to  my  statistical  report  that  sixty- 
nine  public  schools  have  been  maintained  during  the  past 
year,  for  a term  of  eight  months.  The  average  monthly  salary 
paid  teachers  is  seventy-four  dollars;  no  distinction  is  made 
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on  account  of  sex  or  color.  I consider  it  proper  in  this  con- 
nection to  state  that  the  salaries  of  teachers  are  paid  in  school 
warrants,  which  warrants  are  never  worth  more  than  the  market 
value  of  State  meney;  owing  to  the  fact  that  the  Sheriff  has 
collected  the  school  tax  |in  State  money  and  not  in  United 
States  currency. 

1 would  recommend  that  the  school  law  be  so  amended  as  to 
aequire  all  taxes  levied  for  school  purposes  to  be  paid  in  United 
States  currency — thus  placing  the  public  school  system  on  a 
solid  enduring  greenback  basis. 

Arrangements  were  made  in  the  early  part  of  the  year  with 
the  Mississippi  College  and  Central  Female  Institute,  at 
Clinton,  to  employ  in  the  preparatory  departments  of  each 
of  these  institutions,  one  teacher;  thus  affording  an  opportu- 
nity to  the  youth  of  Clinton  and  vicinity  to  attend  tlies 
schools  ree  of  all  charges.  Similar  arrangements  were  effec- 
ted with  Tougaloo  University,  for  the  colored  youth  resi- 
ding in  the  northern  part  of  the  county. 

During  the  past  year,  I have  examined  one  hundred  and 
twenty-three  teachers;  out  of  which  number,  ninety-eight 
received  certificates  of  the  different  grades.  Free  scholarships 
for  Oxford  University,  have  been  granted  to  Masters  Percy 
Fisher,5]  Albert  Pierson,  and  Amos  W.  Burnett ; and  for 
Alcorn  ’ University,  to  Masters  Henry  Johnson  and  John 
Moore. 

The  mount  expended  for  school  furniture  since  my  last 
annual  report  was  made  will  not  exceed  nine  hundred  and  fifty 
dollars. 

The  teachers  of  this  county  metin  convention  at  Jackson  on 
the  8th  day  of  July,  at  which  time  a permanent  organization 
was  effected,  to  be  known  as  the  “ Hinds  County  Teachers’ 
Institute.”  Addresses  were  delivered  by  the  State  and  County 
Superintendents,  after  which  the  election  of  officers  took  place 
and  important  resolutions  adopted.  The  Institute  adjourned 
subject  to  the  call  of  the  Executive  Committee. 

Teachers’  Institutes  are  among  the  best  promoters  of  a 
general  interest  in  education,  and  of  zeal  and  efficiency  among 
teachers.  Through  this  medium,  teachers  are  furnished  with 
instruction  and  practical  thoughts  which  will  be  reproduced  by 
them,  and  give  character  and  efficiency  to  their  work. 

I would  suggest  that  the  present  method  of  levying  school 
taxes  be  changed;  that  this  power  be  taken  from  the  Boards 
of  Supervisors  and  Aldermen,  and  given  to  the  Boards  of 
School  Directors;  in  short,  give  the  full  and  entire  management 
of  schools  and  schoo}  finances  to  the  school  officers. 

I would  respectfully  recommend  that  an  annual  salary  be 
paid  to  County  Superintendents,  out  of  the  School  Fund,  in 
monthly  or  quarterly  installments,  and  that  such  salaries  be 
graded  by  the  Legislature,  according  to  population  and  the 
amount  of  labor  to  be  performed. 

Compulsory  attendance,  a measure  seemingly  arbitrary,  would 
be  just,  and  will  be  popular,  I hope,  when  the  public  sentiment 
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shall  have  been  educated  to  an  appreciation  of  the  great  moral 
influence  of  universal  education. 

The  following  summary  of  statistics  as  taken  from  the  sta- 
tistical report,  will  shpw  you  at  once  the  general  condition  of 
schools  and  school  finances  during  the  present  3rear: 

Number  of  public  schools  in  operation 69 

Number  of  teachers  empktyed 71 

Average  salary  of  teachers  per  month $ 74  00 

Number  of  months  in  which  the  schools  have  been 

maintained 8 

Number  children  of  legal  school  age 10,231 

Number  pupils  enrolled  in  public  schools 3,540 

Number  in  average  attendance 3,010 

Average  cost  per  month  of  each  pupil  attending 

school,  for  tuition $ 1 24 

Amount  expended  for  teachers’  salaries 35,236  70 

Amount  expended  for  repairs,  rentals  and  furnish- 
ing apparatus  for  schools 7,143  38 

Total  amount  expended  for  school  purposes,  inclu- 
ding salaries  of  school  officers 44,904,  19 

CITY  OF  JACKSON. 

The  Board  of  School  Directors  were  appointed  in  the  early 
part  of  October,  consisting  of  Messrs.  Thomas  E.  Helm,  James 
Williams,  Rev.  W.  C.  Crane,  Charles  W.  Loomis,  Rev.  Thos. 
Anderson,  and  Hannibal  Moore. 

A school  tax  of  seven  mills  on  the  dollar  was  levied  by  the 
Board  of  Aldermen,  on  the  taxable  property  of  the  city; 
schools  were  organized,  and  the  following  named  teachers 
were  appointed : 

SCHOOL  NO.  1 — WHITE  MALE. 

Prof.  Thomas  Savage,  Principal. 

Prof.  H.  A.  Spangenberg,  Teacher  of  Higher  Mathematics. 

Miss  Lizzie  Morton,  First  Assistant. 

Thomas  Morgan,  Second  Assistant. 

SCHOOL  NO.  2 — COLORED  MALE  AND  FEMALE. 

Miss  Mary  A.  Smith,  Principal. 

Miss  Fannie  Burwell,  Assistant. 

SCHOOL  NO.  3 — COLORED  FEMALE. 

Mrs.  Fannie  Mitchell,  Principal. 

Miss  Minnie  C.  Mitchell,  Assistant. 

SCHOOL  NO.  4 WHITE  FEMALE. 

Miss  M.  C.  Dabney,  Principal. 

Mme.  M.  C.  Julius,  Teacher  of  French  and  Drawing. 

Miss  Mary  Johnson,  Assistant.  . 

SCHOOL  NO.  5 COLORED  MALE. 

Isaiah  Mitchell,  Principal. 

Mrs.  Lizzie  Furness,  Assistant. 


221 


The  teachers  of  Higher  Mathematics,  French  and  Drawing, 
were  employed  at  the  earnest  request  of  the  leading  citizens 
and  tax  payers  of  the  city.  The  schools  are  well  supplied  with 
modern  school  furniture,  maps,  charts,  blackboards,  etc. 

There  has  been  a growing  conviction  in  the  minds  of  our 
teachers  that  children  have  been  required  to  sit  too  long 
without  exercise,  causing  not  onty  weariness  of  body,  but  also 
mental  lassitude.  To  give  vigor  for  languor,  I have  recom- 
mended frequent  recesses  for  primary  schools  and  calisthenic 
exercises  have  been  successfully  introduced. 

The  special  tax  levied  for  school  purposes  is  being  collected 
very  slowly,  and  fears  are  entertained  that  the  schools  will  be 
obliged  to  close  as  early  as  next  March.  Such  will  be  the 
result  unless  the  present  Legislature,  by  a special  act,  pro- 
vides a penalty  for  non-payment  of  city  taxes,  similar  to  that 
of  the  county. 

Arrangements  have  been  entered  into  with  Rev.  B.  Sears, 
general  agent  of  the  Peabody  Fund,  by  which  the  city  schools 
will  receive  fifteen  hundred  dollars  from  the  Peabody  Fund 
during  the  year  1872. 


PRIVATE  SCHOOLS. 

Fair  Lawn  Institute,  located  in  Jackson,  was  founded  in 
March,  1866.  Not  having  at  that  time  buildings  suitable  for 
school  purposes,  the  school  was  opened  in  the  Christian 
Church,  which  was  kindly  offered  free  of  rent.  During  the 
summer  of  1866,  a lot  was  purchased,  and  a building  was  ready 
for  occupation  January,  1867.  During  the  past  year  the 
school  was  incorporated,  and  pupils  can  now  take  a thorough 
course  and  receive  diplomas  as  in  other  female  institutions. 
There  are,  four  teachers  employed,  and  the  Principal,  Miss 
Mary  Moseley,  has  acquired  an  enviable  reputation  as  a 
teacher.  The  average  number  of  pupils  is  eighty-five.  It  is  a 
private  enterprise;  no  one  save  the  Principal  being  interested 
in  the  property. 

Mississippi  College,  is  situated  at  Clinton.  In  the  gen- 
eral bankruptcy  of  the  country  consequent  upon  the  war,  this, 
College  lost  its  endowment,  but  it  saved  its  buildings,  apparatus 
and  libraries,  though  in  a somewhat  injured  condition. 

A debt  of  several  thousand  dollars  had  been  incurred,  on  ac- 
count of  which  a judgment  had  been  obtained  and  an  execu- 
tion was  about  to  be  levied  upon  the  property.  Such  was  the 
state  of  the  institution  when,  in  the  fall  of  1867,  the  Board  of 
Trustees  resolved  to  resume  the  exercises  which  for  five  years 
had  been  virtually  suspended.  The  former  President  having 
resigned,  the  Rev.  Walter  Hillman  was  elected  io  the  position. 
Through  his  influence  money  was  obtained  in  the  North  to 
partially  repair  the  buildings  and  to  stay  the  threatened  execu- 
tion. With  one  as&istant  and  eleven  students,  he  commenced 
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the  rebuilding  of  the  educational  edifice.  During  the  four 
years  which  have  passed  since  that  time,  the  number  of  its  stu- 
dents has  constantly  increased  and  its  faculty  has  had  to  be 
correspondingly  enlarged;  so  that  in  the  session  of  1870-71, 
there  were  catalogued  one  hundred  and  fifty-three  students, 
and  a faculty  of  seven  was  employed.  The  present  session 
(1871-72)  has  opened  with  the  promise  of  a larger  attendance 
than  was  obtained  even  during  the  last.  Measures  have  also 
been  taken  to  raise  money  to  pay  off  the  indebtedness,  and  to 
put  the  college  again  on  a permanent  basis. 

The  Central  Female  Institute,  is  located  at  Clinton,  Eev 
Walter  Hillman,  A.  M.,  President,  with  a Board  of  Instruction 
consisting  of  eight  members.  This  institution  closed  with 
one  hundred  and  and  twenty-three  pupils,  on  June  30,  the 
eighteenth  annual  session  since  its  establishment,  and  the 
fifteenth  since  its  present  President  was  placed  at  its  head. 
During  these  eighteen  years  of  its  existence  it  has  had  an 
aggregate  attendance  of  about  two  thousand.  Unlike  most 
Southern  institutions,  it  did  not  suspend  its  regular  exercises 
even  for  a single  day  during  the  entire  war. 

Its  patronage  comes  principally  from  the  States  of  Missis- 
sippi, Arkansas,  and  Louisiana,  though  other,  and  sometimes, 
distant  States  are  represented  in  its  pupils.  In  the  perfection 
of  its  organization  and  the  character  of  its  instruction  in,  its 
means  of  illustration  and  other  appointments,  it  deservedly 
stands  at  the  head  of  the  female  schools  of  the  Southwest. 

I cannot  close  this  report  without  saying  a few  words  in  be- 
half of  the  teachers  of  this  county,  who  have  given  me  their 
hearty  and  undivided  support  during  the  term  of  my  official 
connection  with  them  in  their  arduous  duties.  We  have  been 
co-workers  in  the  same  great  and  honorable  calling,  and*while 
we  may  not  have  been  able  to  do  all  we  desired,  yet  I think 
we  have  no  reason  to  feel  ashamed  of  what  we  have  been 
able  to  accomplish.  I would  admonish  them  to  strive  with 
firmness  to  do  their  duty;  to  be  faithful  to  the  great  trust  com- 
mitted to  them,  so  training  the  young  minds  placed  under  their 
charge  that  they  may  grow  not  only  in  intellectual,  but  in 
moral  strength. 


HOLMES  COUNTY. 

M.  M.  HOLMES,  SUPERINTENDENT. 

In  submitting  the  accompanying  report,  permit  me  to  call 
your  attention  to  the  following  statement,  wrhich  is  a partial 
summary  of  the  operations  of  the  public  school  system  in  this 
county  during  the  past  year,  and  measures  the  degree  of  suc- 
cess it  has  attained  in  the  first  year  of  trial,  so  far  as  can  be 


done  by  figures: 

Number  of  schools  established  60 

Number  of  teachers  employed 67 

Average  salary  of  teachers,  per  month $ 74  75 

Length  of  school  term,  in  months 6 
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Number  of  children  of  legal  school  age 7,398 

Number  of  pupils  enrolled  in  school 3,700 

Number  of  pupils  in  average  attendance 2,500 

Percentage  of  number  enrolled  upon  number  of 

school  age 50 

Percentage  of  average  attendance  upon  number  en- 
rolled   67 

Average  cost,  per  month,  of  each  pupil  for  tuition. $ 1 25 

Average  cost,  per  month,  of  each  pupil  in  average 

attendance 1 85 

Cost  of  tuition  for  the  year 27,795  00 

Cost  of  building,  repairing,  purchasing,  furnishing, 

and  renting  school-houses 8,902  41 

Contingent  expenses 569  99 

Total  cost,  including  salaries  of  officials,  and  expen- 
ditures of  evety  kind 41,467  80 

Estimated  value  of  school  property  on  hand 12,296  10 

Balance  in  the  Treasury 23,186  88 


My  appointment  as  County  Superintendent  was  dated  on  the 
22d  day  of  October,  1870.  The  first  meeting  of  the  Board  of 
School  Directors  was  held  on  the  2d  day  of  November  follow- 
ing. The  first  public  school  commenced  on  the  9th  day  of 
Januaiy,  1871.  Since  that  time  the  work  of  organization  has 
steadily  progressed,  not,  indeed,  as  rapidly  and  thoroughly  as 
could  be  desired,  but  perhaps  as  much  so  as  could  reasonably 
be  expected  under  the  embarrassing  and  peculiar  circumstances 
attending  it. 

Schools  have  been  established  within  reach  of  all  the  child- 
dren,  except  in  a portion  of  the  Yazoo  bottom,  in  the  western 
part  of  the  county.  Here,  on  account  both  of  lack  of  build- 
ings and  scarcity  of  teachers,  but  four  schools  have  been  started, 
where  ten  or  twelve  are  needed.  These  will  be  supplied  during 
the  coming  year. 

I made  a firm  resolution  at  the  commencement  of  operations, 
to  sign  no  warrant  drawn  on  an  empty  treasury;  in  other 
words,  to  make  no  outlay  unless  funds  were  on  hand  to  meet  it 
when  due.  The  people  were  told  that  they  must  provide  school 
houses  at  their  own  cost.  This  has  put  their  liberality  and 
public  spirit  to  a severe  test,  and  created  quite  a sentiment  in 
favor  of  building  school-houses  b}r  taxation. 

But  seven  school-houses  now  belong  to  the  public.  Two  of 
these  were  built  with  township  funds  before  the  present  law 
went  into  effect,  two  have  been  purchased,  and  three  donated. 
Rent  has  been  paid  for  five.  The  remainder  have  been  pro- 
vided by  the  people  free  of  charge.  This  course  has  left  a bal- 
ance of  several  thousand  dollars  in  the  treasury  to  the  credit 
of  the  School-house  Fund,  which  will  be  expended  in  construct- 
ing school-houses  where  most  needed.  If  the  present  policy  is 
continued,  in  a few  years  the  county  will  be  supplied  with 
comfortable  school-houses  for  the  accommodation  of  all  the 
children,  without  the  tax  becoming  in  any  way  burdensome. 
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Nearly  all  the  teachers  in  the  private  schools,  which  were  in 
operation  before  the  present  law  went  into  effect,  have  been 
employed  in  the  public  schools.  This  was  a decided  advantage, 
both  in  securing  the  best  talent  available,  and  in  preventing  all 
rivalry  between  the  private  and  public  schools,  by  merging  the 
former  into  the  latter. 

Much  difficulty  was  at  first  experienced  in  securing  compe- 
tent teachers  for  the  colored  schools.  This,  however,  has  been 
overcome,  and  the  colored  schools  will  now  compare  very  fa- 
vorably with  the  white  in  the  qualifications  of  teachers,  the  pro- 
gress of  the  pupils,  and  the  interest  manifested  by  the  patrons. 

A Teachers’  Institute  was  held  in  March,  continuing  three 
days.  It  was  well  attended  by  teachers  and  others,  and  a good 
degree  of  interest  manifested. 

The  Sixteenth  Section  Fund  has  been  very  badly  managed 
in  most  of  the  townships.  In  some,  no  money  or  evidence  of 
debt  has  been  turned  over,  and  in  quite  a .number  there  is  no 
data  to  show  anything  in  regard  to  past  management.  It  is 
almost  impossible  to  find  out  the  true  status  of  affairs  in  these 
townships,  while  in  others,  a good  record  is  shown,  and  quite  an 
amount  of  solvent  notes  on  hand. 

Four  things  are  absolutely  necessary  for  the  establishment 
and  maintenance  of  an  efficient  school  system : 

1.  A school  law  which  will  provide  for  or  authorize  adequate 
means  for  carrying  on  the  schools  in  a manner  suited  to  the 
present  peculiar  condition  of  affairs. 

2.  Efficient  school  officers  to  execute  the  law. 

3.  Live  and  well  qualified  teachers. 

4.  The  co-operation  of  the  people. 

To  insure  success  in  Mississippi,  these  conditions  must  be 
fulfilled  in  the  order  named.  The  first  two  granted,  the  rest 
will  follow. 

The  first  responsibility  then  rests  with  the  law-making 
power.  The  experience  of  the  past  year  has  proven  that  the 
present  law  needs  modification  in  many  particulars.  Its  work- 
ing machinery  is  too  cumbersome.  It  contains  too  many  contra- 
dictions, and  its  language  admits  of  too  many  different  con- 
structions to  be  effective.  In  the  present  condition  of  public 
sentiment  a school  law  should  be  plain  and  simple  in  its  provi- 
sions, with  as  few  details  as  possible,  and  couched  in  language 
that  all  who  read  can  understand. 

The  present  system  works  very  well  when  all  the  officials 
connected  with  its  management  act  together  in  harmony. 
When  differences  of  opinion  or  confiictions  of  interest  occur, 
however,  so  complicated  is  the  machinery  that  it  is  at  once 
clogged  and  its  usefulness  impaired  if  not  entirely  destroyed. 
The  remedy,  however,  is  not  easy  to  prescribe  and  is  still 
harder  Frequent  changes  in  a school  law  are  not  de- 
sirable— indeed  they  are  frequently  for  the  worse,  resulting 
in  a great  measure  from  the  attempt  to  cement  together 
incongruous  parts  by  legislative  enactment,  instead  of  com- 
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mencing  at  the  foundation  and  building  up  a simple  but  com- 
prehensive system. 

If  the  present  plan  of  organization  is  continued  the  law 
needs  to  be  made  plainer  and  freed  from  its  many  contradic- 
tions. If  any  change  is  made  I would  suggesttlie  following: 

1.  A county  school  tax  of  four  mills  upon  each  dollar  of 
taxable  property,  to  be  collected  as  other  taxes,  and  paid  over 
to  the  Treasurer  of  the  School  Fund  in  the  respective  coun- 
ties, and  used  only  in  payment  of  teachers’  wages. 

2.  Abolish  the  Board  of  School  Directors  and  transfer  the 
powers  and  duties  of  said  Board  to  the  County  Superintendent, 
who  should  receive  a stated  salary,  with  allowance  for  neces- 
sary expenses,  and  required  to  give  bond  for  the  faithful  per- 
formance of  duties. 

3.  Authorize  the  County  Superintendent  to  make  an  estimate 
of  the  amount  necessary  to  maintain  the  schools  six  months 
in  each  year,  and  if  the  State  School  Tax  is  not  sufficient  for 
that  purpose,  the  deficit  to  be  levied  upon  the  county  by  the 
Board  of  Supervisors  upon  the  certificate  of  the  County  Su- 
perintendent. The  County  Superintendent,  also,  to  make  an 
estimate  of  the  amount  required  for  building,  repairing,  con- 
tingent expenses,  etc.,  the  Board  of  Supervisors  to  levy  the 
same,  but  not  to  exceed  four  mills  upon  each  dollar  of  taxable 
property. 

A Authorize  the  County  Superintendent  to  appoint  one  per- 
son for  each  school  to  assist  in  its  management,  under  his 
general  direction. 

Of  course  there  are  objections  to  this,  as  there  are  to  every 
other  plan,  but  in  the  present  condition  of  affairs,  it  offers  less 
objections  than  an}^  other. 

The  policy  of  dividing  the  county  into  small  sub-districts,  I 
believe  to  be  a bad  one.  The  reports  of  the  school  officials  of 
the  States  where  the  sub-district  system  has  been  in  operation 
for  years,  abound  with  details  of  its  abuses,  and  the  testimony 
is  almost  unanimous  in  favor  of  its  abolishment,  or  change 
into  the  town  or  township  system.  If  this  is  found  to  be  the 
result  in  the  older  States,  how  much  more  runious  would  it  be 
in  Mississippi,  where  separate  schools  are  provided  for  the 
races. 

In  most  of  the  counties  the  township  system  will  hardly  be 
found  practicable.  In  this  county,  for  instance,  it  would 
be  a convenient  and  proper  sub-division  in  only  two  instances. 
In  fact,  we  have  been  able  to  find  no  plan  of  sub-division  that 
would  work  satisfactorily. 

In  conclusion,  I will  say  that  the  growth  of  the  free  school 
system  in  this  county,  small  though  it  be,  is  in  advance  of  my 
expectations  at  the  outset,  and  believe  that  with  wise  legisla- 
tion it  will  soon  be  placed  beyond  the  light  of  an  experiment, 
and  regarded  as  an  accomplished  fact  and  acknowledged 
success. 
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ITAWAMBA  COUNTY. 

W,  T.  ELLIOTT,  SUPERINTENDENT. 

I now  proceed  to  give  you  the  history  of  the  free  public 
school  system  in  our  county,  from  its  organization  to  the  pres- 
ent time.  The  Board  of  Supervisors  was  slow  in  appointing 
School  Directors  for  the  county.  They  appointed  six  at  their 
meeting  in  November,  1870.  The  Board  met  soon  after  their 
appointment,  and  organized;  laid  the  county  off  in  six  districts, 
each  Directgr  taking  a district.  They  then  divided  it  into 
twenty- three  sub-districts,  each  Director  took  the  census  of 
the  children  of  school  age  in  his  own  district,  white  and  col- 
ored. They  met  and  adopted  such  rules  and  regulations  as  would 
best  promote  the  peace  and  harmony  of  our  public  school  sys- 
tem, and  to  incur  as  little  expense  on  the  county  as  they  could 
■well  get  along  with.  The  citizens  preferred  repairing  and 
building  school-houses  themselves,  rather  than  have  a tax 
to  build  them;  therefore,  there  was  no  school-house  tax 
levied.  We  started  some  of  our  schools  in  the  month  of  Jan  - 
uary,  and  some  not  until  February  and  March,  and  some  again, 
not  until  the  busiest  time  with  crops  was  over,  which  made 
them  late  finishing  those  taught  in  the  busy  time;  crops  were 
small;  the  children  did  not  receive  the  benefit  of  them  as  I 
would  like  them  to  have  had.  It  is  my  opinion,  that  it 
would  be  a better  plan  and  more  profitable  to  the  children  gen- 
erally, to  start  all  our  schools  the  first  of  January,  and  if  we 
can  run  them  six  months,  have  three  months  in  the  winter  and 
three  after  crop  time. 

I visited  schools  in  the  busy  season  and  found  them  so 
small  that  I considered  it  a waste  of  time  and  money,  in  settle- 
ments where  there  were  children  plenty  to  keep  up  a large 
school.  I inquired  into  the  cause,  but  found  it  was  no  fault  of 
the  teachers,  as  they  had  to  be  kept  at  home  to  help  work  in  the 
field.  We  have  had  fifty  white  public  schools  in  our  county 
during  the  past  year — forty  two  males  and  eight  female 
teachers.  One  male  teacher  in  the  first  grade,  twenty-two  in 
the  second  grade,  and  nineteen  in  the  third  grade.  Six  females 
in  second  grade  and  two  in  third  grade.  First  grade  teachers 
we  gave  eighty  dollars  per  month;  second  grade  we  gave 
sixty  dollars  per  month,  and  third  grade  we  gave  forty  dollars 
per  month. 

Colored  children  in  our  county  are  not  numerous,  and  so 
scattered  that  it  is  a difficult  matter  to  get  enough  in  one  settle- 
ment to  make  a school;  we  have  made  every  effort  we  could  to 
have  them  at  school,  but  have  almost  made  a failure.  There 
are  three  or  four  settlements  in  the  county  where  wre  have 
enough  of  colored  children  to  make  good  schools,  if  we  could 
get  teachers.  We  have  no  colored  teachers  in  our  county  that 
is  qualified  to  teach,  and  white  men  will  not  engage  in  it  in  our 
county.  Our  schools  last  year  did  well — reports  from  every 
school  were  favorable.  One  thing  retarded  the  progress  of  the 
children — that  was  books;  they  were  not  furnished  with  such 
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books  as  they  should  have  had.  We  intend  to  remedy  that 
evil.  I was,  and  still  am,  in  favor  of  a uniform  system  of  text 
books;  it  certainly  would  facilitate  the  advancement  of  the 
pupils,  and  be  a great  help  to  the  teacher  in  discharging  his 
duties.  Experience  has  long  taught  me,  where  a teacher  has 
thirty  or  forty  students  in  school  and  those  furnished  with 
books  of  different  authors,  he  cannot  help  but  make  slow  work. 
In  my  visiting  schools  the  past  year  I found  this  to  be  the  case. 
Our  public  school  system,  by  proper  management,  I think,  will 
do  well  in  this  county.  The  people,  generally,  think  well  of  it, 
and  I believe  are  well  satisfied  with  our  management.  From 
the  time  our  schools  commenced  until  they  were  finished, 
not  a single  difficulty  occurred  in  any  one  of  them.  In  regard 
to  paying  our  teachers,  I think  we  have  funds  sufficient  to  pay 
them  for  their  services  last  y^ear.  The  Board  of  Supervisors 
onty  levied  a tax  of  four  mills  upon  the  dollar  in  1871  for 
School  Fund. 

In  conclusion  I would  remark  that  I know  of  nothing  at 
present  to  suggest  that  would  advance  the  general  educa- 
tional interest  of  the  county.  It  depends  much,  in  my  opinion, 
on  having  a Board  of  School  Directors  who  take  a deep  interest 
in  the  cause  of  Education,  and  such  I think  we  have  in  this 
county;  and  furthermore,  the  Superintendent  should  be  a man 
who  feels  the  weighty  responsibility  that  rests  upon  him  in 
employing  good  teachers — men  of  good  moral  character,  such 
as  can  teach  both  by  precept  and  example — and  also, ’lie  should 
show  by  his  indefatigable  industry  in  the  supervision  of  all 
the  schools  in  his  county  seeing  that  all  the  teachers  are  faith- 
fully discharging  their  duties.  In  so  doing  our  school  system 
is  certain  to  prosper. 


JACKSON  COUNTT. 

JAMES  L.  OSBORN,  SUPERINTENDENT. 

During  the  past  year  there  have  been  eighteen  free  schools 
organized  in  this  district-^-thirteen  white,  and  five  colored.  The 
total  number  of  enrolled  pupils  attending,  were  six  hundred 
and  nineteen.  Average  daily  attendance,  twenty  three. 

There  has  been  but  one  house  and  lot  purchased  by  the  Board, 
for  school  purposes,  at  a cost  of  six  hundred  and  fifty  dollars, 
to  be  paid  in  three  annual  installments.  Three  houses,  rented 
at  an  average  of  &9  16 J per  month;  all  other  houses  used  for 
public  schools  were  furnished  by  the  patrons  of  the  same;  but 
one  house  was  furnished  with  seats  and  desks,  at  a cost  of  sixty- 
four  dollars.  All  public  schools  were  closed  on  the  completion 
of  a term  of  four  months,  there  not  being  sufficient  funds  under 
control  of  the  Board  to  continue  them  for  a longer  time. 

The  organization  and  support  of  public  free  schools  in  this 
district,  is  attended  with  many  serious  difficulties.  The  majority 
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of  the  people  are  poor,  and  the  district  is  very  sparsely  inhabited. 
As  an  illustration,  I refer  to  sub-district  number  four,  com- 
posed of  one  hundred  and  eighty  square  miles,  which  has 
a scholastic  population  of  seventy,  and  the  total  State  tax  for 
the  year  1871,  on  the  property  in  this  county,  is  but  little  more 
than  three  thousand  dollars. 

I find  many  supporters  of  the  free  school  system;  but  there 
are  a few  leading,  wealthy  men,  who  use  all  the  means  in  their 
power  to  embarrass  the  progress  of  free  public  education. 

The  collection  of  the  tax  for  the  year  1870  was  enjoined  by 
a few  tax  payers,  causing  a delay  of  several  months,  which  was 
finally  compromised  b}^  the  Board  reducing  its  estimate,  and 
the  tax  payers  withdrawing  the  suit. 

This  district  has  no  property  of  any  considerable  value.  The 
valuable  Sixteenth  Section  Lands  were  all  leased  previously  to 
the  organization  of  the  present  Board  of  Directors,  and  the- 
proceeds  derived  from  the  lease  have  either  been  misapplied  or 
lost  by  bad  management  of  school  officers,  previously  or  during 
the  late  rebellion. 

The  notes  and  accounts  found  in  the  hands  of  the  County 
Treasurer,  amounting  to  about  nine  hundred  dollars,  have  all 
been  placed  in  the  hands  of  attorne3rs,  for  collection. 

The  remaining  Sixteenth  Section  Lands  (not  leased)  are  of 
but  little  value.  Lands  in  this  county,  accessible  to  transpor- 
tation, have  long  since  been  plundered  of  their  valuable  timber. 

The  private  schools  in  this  district  are  of  such  an  unimportant 
nature  that  it  is  impossible  for  me  to  obtain  statistics  of  a sat- 
isfactory nature.  The  teachers  of  private  schools  are  unable  to* 
furnish  me  with  the  information  necessary  to  make  my  annual 
report  complete.  The  Live  Oak  Academy,  the  only  private 
school  in  this  district  of  any  value,  has  been  closed  most  of 
the  past  year. 

The  following  changes  in  the  school  law,  I think,  would  be 
of  great  benefit  to  the  system  in  this  county : 

“ The  abolishing  of  the  Board  of  Directors,,  and  making  the 
Board  of  County  Supervisors  ex  officio  Board  of  School  Direc- 
tors.” A further  change,  it  would  seem,  is  demanded  as  a 
matter  of  justice  to  County  Superintendents,  viz:  “ That  they 
be  allowed  the  same  rates  of  mileage  allowed  by  the  present 
law  to  members  of  the  Board  of  Directors  or  Board  of  County 
Supervisors.’* 


JASPER  COUNTY. 

&.  J.  BINGHAM,  SUPERINTENDENT. 

On  entering  upon  the  duties  of  my  office,  in  May  last,  I found 
about  thirty-five  schools  in  operation.  About  seven  have  been! 
put  in  operation  since — making  in  allr  forty-two  public  schools- 
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taught  during  this  year.  About  ten  or  twelve  private  schools 
have  been  taught. 

Schools  have  been  established  in  every  neighborhood  that 
has  applied  for  a teacher,  and  no  preferences  have  been  shown 
to  the  white  over  the  colored  people.  The  claims  of  each  have 
been  consulted,  and  every  request,  coming  from  either  white  or 
colored,  has  been  granted.  There  have  been  no  mixed  schools 
of  white  and  colored  children  ; and  I feel  justified  in  saying 
that  the  people  of  Jasper,  white  and  colored,  are  opposed  to 
mixed  schools. 

From  such  data  as  I can  lay  hands  on,  I think  about  fifteen 
hundred  children  have  been  enrolled  in  our  schools  this  year. 

The  public  school  system,  as  inaugurated  in  our  State,  met, 
at  first,  with  great  opposition.  The  opposition  noflr  is  not  so 
great  as  at  first,  but  many  feel  that  the  taxation  to  support  this 
system  of  schools  is  arbitrary  and  unjust. 

I and  the  School  Directors  of  my  county  have  worked  well 
together,  and  we  have  agreed  on  every  plan  set  on  foot  for  the 
interest  of  public  school  education;  and  the  people  of  the 
county  have  cheerfully  acquiesced  in  all  of  our  plans,  and  no 
obstacle  or  hindrance  has  ever  been  thrown  in  our  way  as 
school  officers. 

The  School  Board  of  Directors  failed  to  order  the  levying  of 
a tax,  in  the  spring  of  the  year;  and  although  the  tax  was 
ordered  in  September,  there  was  a failure  on  the  part  of  our 
Board  of  Supervisors  to  levy  the  tax,  so  our  treasury  has  been 
empty  all  the  }7ear.  Our  teachers  have  been  paid  off  in  school 
warrants.  We  will  be  able  to  pay  the  teachers  a small  amount 
of  cash  in  a few  days,  from  the  funds  received  from  Jackson. 
We  find  that  there  has  been  a large  amount  of  money  due  the 
school  fund  of  this  count}7,  but  only  a small  part  of  it  will  be 
available.  Many  of  the  notes  are  out  of  date;  some  are  bank- 
rupted; and  some  of  the  parties  giving  the  notes  are  dead. 

We  are  hoping  that  the  school  laws  will  engage  the  attention 
of  the  next  Legislature,  and  that  the  obscurities  will  be  re- 
moved, and  that  they  will  be  made  so  simple  and  plain  that 
plain  men  can  understand  them. 

Your  proposition  for  a convention  of  County  Superintendents 
and  educators  of  youth,  for  the  purpose  of  interchanging 
views  on  the  subject  of  education,  is  certainly  a good  one,  and 
will  result  in  good  to  the  whole  State;  and,  but  for  the  expense 
we  would  recommend  you  to  call  such  a convention. 
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JEFFERSON  COUNTY. 

L.  LONG,  SUPERINTENDENT. 

On  the  first  of  October,  1870,  when  our  present  School  Law 
came  into  operation,  W.  G.  Miilsaps  held  a commission  of 
County  Superintendent  of  Education  for  Jefferson  county. 
Daniel  G.  Buie  was  appointed  by  the  Board  of  Supervisors  of 
said  county  School  Director  for  sub-District  No.  1;  C.  B.  Rich- 
ardson, for  No.  2;  Thomas  Reed  and  Merriman  Howard,  for 
No.  3;  Robert  Cox,  for  No.  4;  and  E.  G.  Wood,  for  No.  5. 
Board  of  Directors  met,  and  organized  according  to  law.  A 
levy  was  ordered  for  school  purposes  of  $10,000.  No  public 
schools  wefre  opened  until  about  the  first  of  February,  1871. 
Superintendent  W.  G.  Miilsaps  resigned  his  office  in  January; 
also  C.  B.  Richardson  resigned  his  office  as  School  Director 
about  the  same  time.  W.  W.  Wade  was  appointed  to  fill  his 
place. 

On  the  9th  of  March,  1871,  I received  my  commission  for 
County  Superintendent  of  Education,  and  at  once  entered 
upon  the  duties  of  my  office.  There  was  one  white  and  two 
colored  schools  in  operation  in  the  county.  There  has  been  in 
successful  operation  during  the  year  fourteen  white  and  seven- 
teen colored  public  schools  for  four  months,  and  in  the  early 
part  of  the  year,  1872,  the  number  will  be  increased  to  thirty- 
six,  if  places  can  be  furnished  for  their  opening.  There  has 
been  a commendable  liberality  on  the  part  of  the  citizens  to 
assist  in  furnishing  places  to  open  schools.  The  Board  of 
Directors  did  not  recommend  a sufficient  amount  to  be  levied 
to  meet  the  wants  of  the  public  schools  to  put  them  in  comfort- 
able and  successful  operation.  It  is  true,  the  business  of  the 
county  has  been  depressed,  and  the  county  heavily  in  debt;  and 
some  time  will  elapse  before  the  public  schools  of  our  county 
will  be  provided  v ith  all  the  modern  improvements  and  accom- 
modations that  will  place  them  on  a footing  to  be  carried  on 
with  efficiency  and  success. 

The  sparseness  of  the  white  population  renders  it  very  diffi- 
cult to  organize  good  sized  schools.  We  have  but  three  in  the 
county,  with  assistant  teachers.  The  colored  population  being 
much  in  excess,  have  larger  schools;  consequently,  have  a 
larger  pro  rata  fund  to  sustain  their  schools.  There  are  only 
two  colored  schools  that  employ  assistant  teachers.  A large 
number  of  our  schools  are  of  a primary  grade. 

We  have  been  very  successful  in  securing  teachers  that  have 
been  interested  in  the  success  of  the  public  schools — having 
been  previously  engaged  in  teaching  for  a profession,  and  emi- 
nently qualified  for  the  position.  The  schools  are  mostly  made 
up  of  young  pupils,  and,  with  a large  number  of  them,  it  is  their 
first  opportunity  at  school.  Our  schools  mostly  started  pri- 
mary— some  few  pupils  would  rank  second  grade.  We  have 
four  schools  that  have  started  as  graded  schools — three  white 
and  one  colored.  What  I understand  by  a graded  school  is  to 
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have  a sufficient  number  of  pupils  to  form  a school  of  primary 
grade,  a like  number  for  second  grade,  and  a like  number  for 
first  grade — the  departments  made  up  entirely  of  pupils  ad- 
vanced and  pursuing  studies  according  to  grade.  In  our  pri- 
mary, there  are  a few  pupils  of  second  grade;  I class  mixed 
grade  also  in  second  grade.  We  have  no  school  I class  first 
grade.  The  graded  schools  I speak  of  are  schools  of  sufficient 
number  to  employ  a primary  and  secondary  teacher,  and  the 
school  classed  so  as  to  make  them  nearly  equal  as  to  numbers. 
The  schools  have  been  well  regulated,  and  I believe  properly 
conducted. 

I am  happy  to  report,  that  there  has  been  no  disturbance  or 
complaints  that  have  come  to  my  knowledge  from  any  of  the 
public  schools  under  my  charge — on  the  contrary,  I have  been 
highly  gratified  to  witness  the  courteous  deportment  of  pupils 
towards  the  teacher,  and  their  readiness  to  comply  with  the 
rules  of  the  school;  also  a cheerful  compliance  on  the  part  of 
the  teachers  to  conform  to  the  instructions  of  the  Superinten- 
dent, in  order  to  promote  a uniform  system  of  instruction 
throughout  the  county. 

In  1861  and  ’62,  there  was  a very  fine  Township  School  Fund. 
During  the  war  parties  got  broke  up,  and  the  consequence  was, 
the  School  Fund  was,  or  a large  part  of  it,  lost  by  the  fortune 
of  war.  Hence,  at  the  commencement  of  our  public  schools 
education,  as  well  as  our  School  Fund,  was  on  a very  low 
basis. 

Our  prospects  as  to  the  success  of  the  public  schools  are 
encouraging.  There  are  no  private  schools,  or  schools  of  any 
description,  that  stand  opposed  to  the  interests  of  the  public 
schools.  The  private  schools  that  were  in  operation  at  the 
time  our  school  system  was  adopted,  gave  way  to  the  public 
schools  as  fast  as  they  were  organized  and  put  into  operation. 
All  we  need  is  time  and  means  to  place  Jefferson  county  on  a 
fair  footing  for  educational  privileges.  Fourteen  schools  have 
been  opened  since  about  the  first  of  October — some  for  the 
first  time.  The  delay  was  on  account  of  getting  a suitable 
place  for  opening.  The  rest  of  the  schools  prefers  to  open  in 
February  or  March,  as  being  more  convenient  for  the  pupils  to 
attend. 

A distribution  has  been  made  of  the  Teachers7  Fund  to  each 
school  in  the  county.  According  to  their  scholastic  represen- 
tation, in  1871,  amounts  to  $3  14;  for  1872,  will  be  about  $4  00 
pro  rata. 

I have  thus  given  a brief  history  of  the  commencement  of 
school  operations  and  opening  of  the  public  schools  of  Jefferson 
county. 
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JONES  COUNTY. 

K.  M.  WATKINS,  SUPERINTENDENT. 

To  H.  Ii.  Pease , Superintendent  of  Education: 

Sir — I wish  to  call  your  attention  to  the  . following  facts : I 
received  my  commission  as  County  Superintendent  of  Educa- 
tion for  the  county  of  Jones,  the  last  of  October.  I imme- 
diately made  known  the  same  to  the  Board  of  County  Supervi- 
sors, who  appointed  School  Directors.  I appointed  a meeting 
of  the  Board.  This  was  the  first  of  November.  I failed  to 
have  a quorum.  Appointed,  by  advertisement,  another  meeting; 
met  and  organized,  etc.  Met  again  Thursday  after  the  second 
Monday  in  December;  failed  again,  owing  to  the  Clerk  not  ap- 
pearing. Met  again,  December  11;  sub  districted  the  county, 
etc. 

The  above  facts  will  make  plain  to  you  the  impossibility  of 
my  making  a report  concerning  the  educational  condition  of 
this  School  District.  I have  used  every  means  in  my  power, 
since  I received  my  commission,  and  I find  it  absolutely  im- 
possible to  make  a report  in  time  that  would  be  of  an}"  impor- 
tance. During  the  coming  year,  I shall  exert  myself  zealously 
for  the  promotion  of  education  for  this  county. 


KEMPER  COUNTY. 

WILLIAM  KELLIS,  SUPERINTENDENT. 

In  sending  up  my  annual  report  as  County  Superintendent 
of  Education,  I beg  leave  to  transmit  herewith  a duplicate 
nafrative  report. 

On  page  one  of  my  annual  report,  will  appear  the  general 
statistics  of  white  and  colored  youths  of  legal  scholastic  age; 
total  number  3,913,  as  taken  last  fall.  Our  schools  for  this 
county,  were  classed  as  follows : whites,  10  primary,  34  mixed 
grades;  total  number  of  white  schools,  44;  colored,  were  16  pri- 
mary, and  two  mixed  grades  ; total  colored,  18,  making  in  all 
62  public  schools. 

The  public  schools  were  conducted  in  this  county  four 
scholastic  months,  after  which,  three  private  schools  were 
organized,  and  are  still  existing;  not  a single  private  school 
was  in  operation  in  the  county,  during  the  term  of  the  public 
schools. 

On  page  second  of  my  annual  report,  will  be  seen  that  an 
average  of  992  white  pupils  were  taught  four  months  in  the 
public  schools  of  the  county  during  the  year  1871.  On  page 
three  appears  an  average  number  of  573  colored  students,  who 
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have  received  the  benefit  of  the  public  schools  for  the  same 
term.  This  number,  added  to  the  average  numbef  of  white 
students  (992),  makes  a total  average  of  1565.  This  number 
would  have  been  greatly  increased  by  the  addition  of  many 
colored  children,  if  a sufficient  number  of  teachers  could  have 
been  procured. 

On  page  four  appears  the  number  of  school  sites — one  pur- 
chased and  59  donated.  I mean  by  this,  that  59  school-houses 
were  built  by  the  citizens  and  donated  to  the  county;  two  were 
erected  by  the  county,  and  paid  for  out  of  the  interest  arising 
from  the  money  collected  and  due  for  Sixteenth  Section  Lands. 
All  the  houses  that  were  used  for  colored  schools  were  donated. 

Under  the  head  of  school  lands,  on  page  five,  940  acres  ap- 
pears unsold;  a decrease  as  will  be  seen  from  my  last  annual 
report,  lor  the  reason  that  some  of  these  lands  had  been  sold 
to  individuals  several  years  ago.  A part  of  the  purchase 
money  had  been  paid,  the  debtors  came  forward,  tendered 
balance  pajunent,  and  the  Board  executed  deeds,  etc.  The 
aggregate  value  of  public  school  property  being  $2,440,  and 
that  of  private  school  property  $2,000,  is  estimated  upon 
school- houses  alone. 

Under  the  head  of  financial  statistics,  on  page  six,  will  be 
seen  the  amount  realized  for  Teachers’  Fund,  from  the  levy  of 
five  mills,  being  $6,246  69.  The  amount  of  interest  due  on 
loans  is  estimated  at  about  $500.  As  many  of  these  claims 
were  compromised,  the  exact  amount  could  not  be  definitely 
ascertained.  The  amount  of  principal  and  interest  collected 
b}”  our  Attorney,  A.  G.  Ellis,  Esq.,  and  paid  into  the  County 
Treasury,  is  $1,764  05. 

On  page  seven  of  m}r  report,  is  duplicated  the  amount  ap- 
portioned to  the  county  by  State — $2,215  46.  On  page  eight  of 
my  report,  only  $158  in  fines  appears  to  have  been  collected 
and  paid  into  the  County  Treasury.  No  licenses  appear  to 
have  been  collected.  The  amount  of  poll  tax  ($1,844)  is  re- 
ported up  to  December  1871.  The  nature  of  claims  on  page 
eight,  is  explained,  as  also  on  page  nine.  The  amount  of 
claims  on  page  ten,  regarded  good,  and  worthless,  may  not  be 
exactly  correct,  but  will  approximate  very  nearty.  On  page 
eleven,  $8,227  40  of  outstanding  claims  are  reported  ; this 
amount  may  be  increased,  as  some  of  the  township  notes  are 
yet  out,  but  we  hope  to  be  able  to  get  them  all  in  soon.  On 
page  twelve  of  my  annual  report  will  be  seen,  that  the  total 
cost,  or  amount  due  teachers  is  $14,800  59.  $582  35  was  paid 

to  the  County  Superintendent  of  Education  $4,600  to  the 
Secretary  of  the  Board;  $997  to  School  Directors,  and  to  the 
same  for  mileage,  $328  90,  making  to  teachers  and  school 
officers,  total  $17,019  58,  showing  a deficit  of  $4,766  38;  this 
deficit  will  be  decreased,  when  we  consider  that  the  amounts 
due  County  Superintendent  of  Education,  Secretary  of  the 
Board,  and  School  Directors,  and  to  be  paid  out  of  the  county 
funds,  the  same  having  been  issued  in  county  warrants,  mak- 
ing $1,95^  35  to  be  deducted  from  $4,766  38,  leaving  a net 
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deficit  of  $2,813  03;  this  decrease  may  be  accounted  for  in  two 
ways;  first  by  injudicious  management  by  the  Board  iu  estab- 
lishing schools,  and  secondly,  by  the  extravagant  prices  paid  to 
teachers.  We  found,  after  it  was  two  late,  that  forty  schools, 
properly  located,  would  have  given  every  child  in  the  county, 
both  -white  and  colored,  the  advantages  desired,  and  that  good 
teachers  could,  or  might  have  been  employed  at  a much  less 
salary.  At  the  time  however,  when  the  Board  established  the 
schools,  and  contracted  with  {eachers,  they  were  uninformed 
as  to  the  financial  condition  of  the  county  relative  to  school 
funds,  or  the  amount  that  the  Board  would  be  able  to  control. 
We  are  satisfied  that  we  can  run  the  schools  in  this  county 
four  months  during  the  ensuing  year,  and  close  with  a sur- 
plus on  hand.  Upon  the  whole,  our  schools  have  exceeded  our 
most  sanguine  expectations,  when  we  consider  the  political  pre- 
judices brought  to  bear  against  us,  and  the  free  school  system 
generally.  I visited  most  of  the  schools  in  the  county;  those 
not  visited  were  conducted  in  the  early  part  of  the  year,  and, 
from  their  locality,  could  not  be  reached  by  me  in  consequence 
of  high  water;  thety  were,  however,  looked  after  by  the  mem- 
bers of  the  School  Board.  I found  the  schools  in  a healthy  and 
prosperous  condition,  and  as  a general  rule,  teachers  doing 
their  duty;  and,  with  few  exceptions,  parents  and  guardians 
lending  their  influence,  by  word  and  action,  to  make  the  schools 
wrhat  they  should  be — “ institutions  of  learning,  morally,  reli- 
giously, and  intellectually.” 

I have  made  this  report  in  great  haste,  much  of  my  time 
having  been  taken  up  in  trying  to  get  the  required  statistics 
from  the  officers  of  the  county,  desired,  and  not  so  elaborate  as 
I could  wrish,  nor  so  perfect;  hoping,  imperfect  as  it  is,  that  it 
will  meet  your  approval. 

I desire  to  suggest  for  your  consideration,  a change  in 
the  present  school  law,  experience  having  taught  me  that  the 
Board  of  School  Directors  of  this,  as  well  as  every  county  in 
the  State,  is  an  expensive  institution,  and  a superfluous  organi- 
zation, and  ought  to  be  abolished  ; they  hold  meetings  of  form 
only,  at  a cost  of  over  five  dollars  each  a day — a multitude  of 
useless  school  officers,  at  an  enormous  expense,  and  no  benefit 
whatever  to  the  cause  of  education.  Under  the  law,  now,  the 
Board  of  County  Supervisors  have  control  of  the  Sixteenth  Sec- 
tion claims,  and  could  also  control  the  said  lands.  Abolish  the 
Board  of  School  Directors,  and  place  the  management  and  con- 
trol in  the  hands  of  the  County  Superintendent  of  education — 
pay  him  a stated  salary.  I see  no  reason  why  the  County  Su- 
perintendent could  not  manage  the  business,  if  he  be  a good, 
live  man,  with  the  proper  energy.  The  whole  system  would 
work  like  a charm,  and  many  thousand  dollars  be  saved  to  the 
State.  I could  state  many  objections  to  the  Boards  of  School 
Directors,  even  in  this  county.  While  I believe  my  Board  is 
composed  of  good,  honest,  pure  men,  yet  a sense  of  justice  com- 
pels me  to  say,  that  they  have  done  no  earthly  good  whatever, 
in  this  county;  they  have,  however,  located,  or  did  locate,  last 
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3 ear,  too  man}’  schools  by  twenty,  and  their  meetings  were  only 
meetings  of  formality,  at  an  expense  of  about  fifteen  hun- 
dred dollars  to  the  count}7.  I can  establish  and  run  the  schools 
of  this  count}7,  and  give  every  child  equal  advantages — run  the 
schools  six  months  in  the  year,  and  come  out  with  a surplus  of 
money  in  the  treasury. 

I have  written  this  letter  in  haste;  should  have  done  this 
under  the  head  of  ^ Remarks,”  in  my  last  annual  report,  but 
for  want  of  time.  I trust  that  these  imperfect  suggestions  will 
fully  meet  your  approbation,  and  that  you  will  lay  the  matter 
before  the  Legislature,  that  immediate  and  prompt  action  may 
be  taken  in  the  premises. 

I respectfully  submit  the  following  report  of  the  attorney 
employed  by  the  Board'  of  Directors : 

DeKalb,  Miss.,  Dec.  7,  1871. 

To  the  Hon.  Wm.  Kellis , Sup' t Public  Education  in  Kemper  Co.: 

The  undersigned  begs  leave  to  report  the  following  as  his 
acts  and  doings  in  behalf  of  the  Common  School  Fund  placed 
in  his  hands  for  collection  and  settlement,  to-wit: 


Ain’t  collected  and  paid  County  Treasurer $1;650  00 

Am’t  paid  out,  by  order  of  the  Board 139  05 

Ain’t  collected  on  account  of  rent  of  land 25  00 

Total  amount  collected  and  paid  out  by  me ....  $1,814  05 
Total  am’t  on  hand  and  not  paid  over 60  00 


Total  amount $1,874  05 


This  is  the  net  balance  after  deducting  all  the  expense  of 
settling  the  business  and  collecting  the  money.  In  addition  to 
this  amount  collected  and  reported,  I have  secured,  by  deeds  to 
the  School  Fund,  two  hundred  and  forty  acres  of  land,  which 
had  been  sold  by  the  Township  Boards,  and  partially  paid  for 
by  the  original  purchasers.  I now  hold  these  deeds,  and  the 
land  is  subject  to  the  disposal  of  the  Board  of  School  Direc- 
tors. On  a part  of  the  land,  I have  collected  twenty-five  dol- 
ars  rent  for  the  present  year,  as  shown  above. 

I have  also  secured,  by  deed  of  trust  on  real  estate,  the  sum 
of  seven  hundred  dollars,  which  will  soon  be  due,  and  the 
money  collected. 

I have  in  my  possession  eighteen  hundred  dollars  in  Teachers’ 
Warrants,  which  have  been  given  me  as  collateral  security  to 
secure  the  payment  of  notes  to  that  amount  now  in  my  pos- 
session and  unpaid.  This  amount  would  long  since  have  been 
paid  over  but  for  the  fact  that  the  teachers  have  not  been  paid, 
and  no  funds  reported  with  which  to  pay  the  said  warrants.  So 
soon  as  these  warrants  are  paid  I will  have  the  said  sum  of 
eighteen  hundred  dollars  to  pay  over  to  the  treasurer.  By  far 
the  greater  part  of  the  notes  turned  over  to  me  were  on  parties 
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who  had  long  since  died,  moved  off,  gone  into  bankruptcy,  or 
in  other  ways  become  unable  or  unwilling  to  pay. 

I have  sued  on  and  recovered  judgment  on  about  two  thou- 
sand dollars  of  these  notes,  and  will  eventually  collect  the  money 
on,  perhaps,  the  greater  part  thereof.  I still  have  notes  to  the 
amount  of. several  thousand  dollars,  which  are  totally  worth- 
less, and  it  would  be  a useless  outlay  of  money  to  attempt  to 
collect  them  by  law.  Possibly  I will  be  able  to  get  something 
on  some  of  them,  after  a while,  by  way  of  a compromise. 

I have  several  hundred  dollars  worth  of  notes  on  hand,  besides 
those  before  mentioned,  which  I think  are  good,  and  the  parties 
will  pay  them  as  soon  as  they  can  raise  the  money. 

Your  honor  is  well  aware  of  the  fact  that  the  funds  were  in  a 
very  bad  condition  when  they  were  turned  over  to  the  present 
officers,  and  that  most  of  them  would  have  been  a total  loss  to  the 
county,  but  for  the  steps  we  took  to  compromise  with  the 
parties,  in  which  way  a good  deal  of  the  money  collected  by 
me  has  been  received — taking,  in  many  cases,  fifty  cents  on  the 
dollar  of  the  principal — losing  all  the  interest. 

I have  labored  hard  and  continuously  to  collect  the  funds, 
and  I suppose  I would  not  exaggerate  were  I to  say  I have  trav- 
eled one  thousand  miles  during  this  year,  looking  after  parties 
owing  the  School  Fund. 

In  several  of  the  townships  the  notes  were  reported  as  lost 
or  destroyed,  and  I only  received  copies  and  lists  of  the  lost 
notes.  I have  settled  some  of  this  class  of  the  fund,  and  gave 
receipts  against  the  lost  notes. 

I have,  in  all  things,  worked  to  the  best  of  my  skill  and 
ability  for  the  good  of  the  School  Fund,  and  hope  to  be  able, 
within  the  next  year,  to  report  the  entire  matter  settled  up. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

A.  G.  ELLIS, 
Attorney  for  the  Board. 


LAFAYETTE  COUNTY. 

W.  F.  ELLIOTT,  SUPERINTENDENT. 

The  Board  of  School  Directors  appointed  by  the  Board  of 
Supervisors,  was  organized  on  the  17th  day  of  November,  1870. 

Finding  the  amount  in  the  county  treasury  sufficient  to  run 
the  public  schools  in  this  county  (of  the  Chickasaw  Fund)  for 
ten  months,  it  was  thereby  ordered  by  the  Board  that  the 
public  schools  be  taught  for  the  time  above  mentioned. 

At  the  January  term  of  the  Board  of  Supervisors,  they 
passed  an  order  to  loan  the  county  twenty-five  thousand  dol- 
lars for  the  purpose  of  building  a court-house,  whereupon,  the 
Board  of  School  Directors  desired  to  have  the  schools  taught 
five  months  instead  often. 
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The  Board  of  School  Directors  failed  to  recommend  a levy 
for  School-house  Tax,  or  for  any  other  purpose,  for  the  year 

1871. 

The  public  schools  were  patronized  and  sustained  by  the 
public,  almost  unanimously;  in  some  locations,  the  public 
school  system  met  with  some  opposition  at  first,  but  such  cases 
were  an  exception  and  not  the  rule  in  the  county. 

As  a general  rule,  the  citizens  furnished  houses,  fuel,  etc.,  free 
of  charge. 

Quite  a number  of  the  schools  were  continued  after  the  free 
schools  expired,  by  private  subscription. 

The  Superintendent  has  not  been  able  to  obtain  anything 
approximating  a correct  statistical  account  of  the  private 
schools  taught  in  the  count}7  for  1871. 

I would  respectfully  recommend  that  the  administration  of 
the  public  schools  be  conducted  by  one  County  Superintendent 
and  three  trustees  in  each  sub-school  district;  the  financial 
interest  of  the  public  schools  be  administered  by  the  Board  of 
Supervisors. 

I further  recommend,  that  all  school  funds  be  collected  in 
United  States  currency,  as  the  interest  of  the  public  schools, 
suffer  from  fifty  to  seventy-five  per  cent,  discount,  on  the  State 
warrants,  being  the  only  pay  received. 

In  reference  to  the  school  fund  loan  by  the  Board  of  Super- 
visors, there  have  been  paid  back  to  the  County  Treasurer 
fourteen  thousand  three  hundred  and  thirty-one  dollars  and 
fifty-seven  cents. 

The  reason  why  the  annual  report  was  not  forwarded  sooner- 
was  from  the  fact  that  the  blanks  were  not  received  until 
December  1871,  and  it  required  some  time  to  make  them  out. 


LAUDERDALE  COUNTY. 

BAYLOR  PALMER,  SUPERINTENDENT. 

I am  happy  to  inform  you  that  the  public  school  system,  in 
its  operations  in  this  county,  has  met  with  decided  success.  In 
establishing  the  system,  there  was  much  opposition  to  be  over- 
come and  prejudices  to  be  allayed.  It  was  with  the  utmost  difficulty 
that  teachers  could  be  procured,  but  this  difficulty  was  of  short 
duration.  After  a few  schools  were  in  successful  operation  and 
teachers  promptly  paid,  it  met  with  more  encouragement  from 
teachers  and  the  public,  upon  the  establishment  of  schools; 
several  teachers  were  driven  away  and  several  school- houses 
burned.  A better  state  of  feeling  now  prevails.  There  was 
at  first  much  difficulty  in  procuring  suitable  teachers  for  col- 
ored schools;  but  I sincerely  hope  this  difficulty  will,  in  a 
great  measure,  be  overcome  next  year.  There  should  be  more 
power  given,  both  to  the  County  Superintendent  as  well  as  the 
Board  of  School  Directors.  The  Directors  should  levy  taxes, 
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attend  to  the  financial  affairs  of  tlieir  counties,  regardless  of 
the  Board  of  Supervisors.  Their  meetings  should  be  limited, 
subject  to  order  of  the  County  Superintendent.  Many  errors 
have  been  committed,  and  some  unnecessary  expenses  incurred, 
in  establishing  the  system,  which  in  future  will  be  obviated ; 
every  effort  will  be  made  on  my  part  to  establish  the  system 
on  a firm  basis.  The  city  of  Meridian,  having  three  thousand 
inhabitants,  as  required  by  law,  has  been  declared  a separate 
School  District.  The  Board  of  Mayor  and  Aldermen  have 
appointed  the  following  Board:  M.  Williams,  E.  V.  Early,  J. 
W.  Smith,  and  A.  Wolfe. 

In  regard  to  the  claims  held  by  the  Board,  the  attorney  entered 
suit  in  four  cases,  and  was  successful  in  gaining  them  in  behalf 
of  the  count}';  one  of  the  parties  paid  the  judgment;  the 
remaining  parties  have  taken  an  appeal.  We  will  open  the 
public  schools  for  the  ensuing  year  under  more  favorable 
auspices.  An  excellent  corps  of  teachers  have  been  employed 
for  all  the  schools,  both  white  and  colored,  in  the  city  of  Meri- 
dian, and  also  in  the  county.  A Teachers’  Institute  has  been 
formed  in  accordance  with  your  instructions— there  has  been 
but  a partial  organization,  however.  The  next  meeting  of 
Teachers’  Institute  will  be  held  at  Meridian,  January  15, 1872. 

There  is  no  indebtedness  against  the  schools  of  the  county. 
Teachers  were  paid  monthly,  in  warrants.  In  some  cases  teach- 
ers were  compelled  to  sacrifice  their  warrants,  at  a discount  in 
some  instances,  of  thirty  per  cent.  Globes,  maps,  etc.,  for 
the  use  of  public  schools,  have  not  been  furnished  by  the  Board 
of  School  Directors.  In  regard  to  the  poll  and  license  tax,  the 
Treasurer  informs  me  that  he  will  be  unable  to  make  his 
report  before  January,  1872.  More  than  fifty  school-houses-, 
occupied  formerly  by  private  schools,  have  been  turned  over 
for  the  use  of  public  schools.  The  President  of  the  Baptist 
Female  College  has  done  much  to  injure  the  system.  He  is 
continualty  demanding  the  employment  of  himself  and  corps 
of  teachers,  while  he  publishes  his  school  as  a denominational 
school  exclusively.  Is  he  entitled  to  any  benefits  from  the 
school  system?  The  above  report  is  perhaps  somewhat  mea- 
ger, yet  it  is  as  full  as  I can  make  under  the  circumstances.  I 
would  earnestly  recommend  to  the  Legislature  some  change 
in  regard  to  the  pa}Tment  of  teachers;  at  least  the  first  grade 
should  remain  open  to  be  fixed  by  the  Board  of  School  Direc- 
tors. The  salary  of  the  County  Superintendent  should  be  by 
the  year — this  would  cause  him  to  give  his  whole  time  and 
attention  to  his  duties. 
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LEAKE  COUNTY. 

H.  H.  HOWARD,  SUPERINTENDENT. 

In  my  report  for  1870,  I stated  the  time  of  the  organization 
of  the  Board  of  School  Directors  of  Leake  county.  The  or- 
ganization was  effected  on  the  16th  of  December  of  that  year, 
and  but  two  other  meetings  were  held  during  that  month.  Little 
more  was  therefore  done,  except  to  provide  for  a census  of  edu- 
cable  youth,  and  for  sub-districting  the  county.  At  that  time 
there  were  no  funds  available  for  school  purposes,  if  we  except 
seven  hundred  dollars  to  the  credit  of  the  School-house 
and  Contingent  Fund. 

Active  labor  was  continued  until  the  census  and  sub-dis- 
tricting the  county  were  completed.  The  result  of  these  labors 
is  seen  in  my  report  of  statistics  herewith,  showing  the  ag- 
gregate number  of  sub-districts  to  be  fifty-five,  and  the  number 
of  educable  youth  three  thousand  five  hundred  and  forty-seven 
in  the  county. 

It  was  deemed  to  be  un advisable  to  establish  any  schools 
without  a certain  prospect  of  being  able  to  pay  the  claims  of 
teachers  at  maturity.  A careful  estimate  was  early  made, 
therefore,  to  provide  means  for  the  payment  of  teachers,  and 
to  procure,  in  accordance  with  the  law,  a supply  of  text-books 
which  should  be  uniform,  for  the  county.  This  estimate,  con- 
sisting of  five  mills  for  Teachers’,  and  one  mill  for  Contingent 
Fund,  was  at  once  presented  to  the  Board  of  Supervisors  for  its 
action.  Upon  consideration,  the  Board  refused  to  make  the 
levy — claiming  discretionary  powers,  and  alleging  as  the 
grounds  of  such  refusal,  that  the  taxes  were  already  too  bur- 
densome upon  the  people.  After  a delay  of  something  over  a 
month,  becoming  better  informed  as  to  the  law,  this  Board  re- 
considered the  subject  and  made  the  levy.  Reliable  provision 
having  been  thus  made  for  the  payment  of  teachers,  twenty  or 
more  schools  were  very  soon  established;  and  subsequently, 
others,  at  different  times,  have  been  put  into  operation,  until 
the  aggregate  of  schools  established  in  the  county  during  the 
year,  numbers  forty-five. 

A supply  of  text-books,  embracing  man}r  of  tho'se  recom- 
mended by  the  honorable  State  Superintendent,  was  pur- 
chased for  use  in  the  schools  of  the  county. 

No  expenditures  have  been  made  either  for  school  furniture 
or  school  apparatus.  With  little  difficulty,  and  without  cost 
to  the  Board,  buildings  have  been  obtained  for  most  of  the 
schools.  In  some  instances,  buildings  needing  slight  repairs 
have,  at  a small  outlay,  been  made  to  answer. 

As  my  report  shows,  all  of  the  public  schools  of  the  jrear, 
save  one,  are  embraced  in  the  primary  and  mixed  grades;  and 
the  term  of  no  school  has  extended  beyond  the  period  of  four 
months. 

All  teachers  employed  by  the  Board  have  been  promptly 
paid  in  accordance  with  contracts,  which  fact  has  done  much 


240 


to  secure  for  the  school  sj-stem  the  firm  and  active  support  of 
all  the  teachers.  The  Board  fixed  the  compensation  of  Second 
Primary  School,  at  thirty-five  dollars  per  month;  and  for  First 
Primary,  forty  dollars;  and  for  mixed  grade,  fifty  dollars  per 
month.  The  average  salary  paid  per  month  is  forty-five 
dollars  and  seventy-five  cents.  - 

In  order  that  the  system,  in  every  rightful  mode,  should  be 
commended  to  the  favor  of  the  people,  persistent  efforts  have 
been  put  forth  to  disabuse  the  public  mind  of  erroneous 
opinions  with  regard  to  it,  and  to  disarm  all  prejudice  against 
it.  In  this  interest  the  reasonable  wishes  of  neighborhoods 
have  been  consulted,  and,  whenever  practicable,  complied  with. 

The  desire  has  been  general,  that  resident  teachers  should, 
if  found  competent,  have  the  preference,  in  order  that  unknown, 
and  perhaps  unwelcome,  persons  might  not  be  imposed  on 
communities.  For  the  purpose  of  conciliation,  so  natural  a 
wish  has  been  generally  respected.  To  this  end,  most  appli- 
cants for  schools,  when  found  competent,  have  been  recom- 
mended to  visit  the  patrons  and  obtain  from  them  a petition  to 
the  Board  to  contract  with  them  for  that  particular  school; 
and  while  this  is  not  a requirement  of  law,  it  has  proven  to  be 
a very  prudent  measure  and  to  secure  the  happiest  results. 

The  educational  condition  of  this  county  prior  to  the  estab- 
lishment of  the  new  system  was  anything  but  satisfactory.  In 
this  county  containing,  as  it  did,  at  least  three  thousand  five 
hundred  and  forty-seven  educable  youth,  there  were  not, 
during  the  year  1870,  to  exceed  eighteen  schools.  Among 
these  there  were  not  above  two  possessing  any  just  claim  to  be 
rated  above  the  primary  grade.  It  is  now  impossible  to  ascer- 
tain the  number  enrolled  in  these  schools,  or  the  average  at- 
tendance during  the  year,  but  the  demands  for  labor  were  so 
urgent  and  so  well  enforced,  and  withal,  such  general  apathy 
upon  the-subject  of  education,  that  the  attendance  was  very  ir- 
regular and  confined  mainly  to  the  smaller  children. 

I believe  that  six  hundred  is  a large  estimate  for  the  num- 
ber of  pupils  enrolled  in  the  private  schools  of  the  county  in 
1870;  and  that  four  hundred  is  a large  estimate  for  the  attend- 
ance for  that  year. 

On  reference  to  page  three,  of  report  for  1871,  it  will  be  ob- 
served that  the  total  number  of  pupils  enrolled  in  the  public 
schools  of  the  county  for  the  year  is  one  thousand  seven  hun- 
dred and  eighty-four,  and  the  average  attendance  is  one 
thousand  and  seventy.  * 

There  wTere  many  causes  which  wrought  powerfully  against 
the  establishment  of  the  new  system  in  this  county.  Among 
these  I should  name  partisan  feeling,  which  opposes  without 
discrimination,  all  measures,  however  good,  which  are  sup- 
portedby  the  opposite  party;  and  bigoted  prejudice,  which  looks 
for  no  good  thing  out  of  Nazareth,  and  which  deems  it  impos- 
sible that  any  system  can  be  good  which  is  in  use  or  had  its 
origin  amongst  traditional  enemies.  These  conditions,  added  to 
the  question  of  increased  taxation  to  educate  the  white  and 
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colored  poor,  furnished  an  inviting  field  for  the  small  dema- 
gogue; and  in  this  county,  at  least,  so  inviting  a field  has  not 
wanted  active  and  disingenuous  laborers. 

Yet,  notwithstanding  all  these  obstacles,  the  free  school 
system  has  made  steady  and  enduring  progress  in  the  solid 
esteem  of  the  people  of  Leake  county;  nor,  in  my  opinion, 
will  a just  appreciation  of  a system  fraught  with  so  much  of 
good  to  the  many,  be  wanting  in  this  people,  so  long  as  faith- 
fulness and  economy  shall  characterize  its  operations. 


LEE  COUNTY. 

J.  B.  GLADNEY,  SUPEKINTENDENT. 

Herein  I present  you  a narrative  of  the  organization  and 
progress  of  the  public  schools  in  Lee  county. 

The  Board  of  School  Directors  held  their  first  meeting 
January  7.  The  members  were  intelligent,  high-toned  gen 
tlemen,  whose  action  might  well  command  the  respect  of  the 
people.  By  the  first  of  July  seventy  teachers  had  been  exam- 
ined; the  census  of  the  educable  children  had  been  taken;  the 
county  had  been  divided  into  fourteen  sub-Districts,  corres- 
ponding with  the  townships;  fifty-six  schools  had  been  estab- 
lished and  taught;  sixty-eiglit  teachers  had  received  pay  in 
currency,  for  two  months.  Warrants  have  been  issued  for  the 
balance,  some  of  which  have  been  taken  up,  and  the  remainder 
will  be  canceled  by  the  end  of  the  year.  They  have  never 
been  wotth  less  than  State  warrants.  There  will  be  no  balance 
of  funds  on  hand  for  the  next  year,  but  there  will  be  no  debt 
to  pay. 

I have  been  at  a loss  to  know  how  to  set  down  the  number 
of  private  schools,  because  there  were  no  private  schools  in 
operation  concurrently  with  the  public  schools.  We  have  had 
about  twelve  private  schools  in  operation  since  the  expiration 
of  the  four  months’  term  of  the  public  schools.  As  to  private 
schools,  I have  copied  the  figures  of  1870,  but  they  are  not 
now  correct,  since  two-thirds  of  the  private  schools  have  been 
entirely  discontinued  since  the  organization  of  the  public 
schools. 

As  to  the  results  of  the  organization  of  the  public  schools  in 
this  county,  in  order  to  save  comment,  let  the  facts  speak  for 
themselves.  I invite  attention  to  the  following  comparative 
view : 

Amount  expended  for  teachers’  salaries  (white)..  $15,649  00 


“ “ “ “ “ (colored)..  275  00 

Proportion — $56  for  white  to  $1  for  colored. 

Per  centum  of  white  children  at  school 67 

“ “ colored  “ “ “ 25 

Average  per  cent,  of  white  and  colored  at  school . . 53 

A— 16 
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Proportion  of  tot  1 white  population  to  total  col- 
ored population 2 to  1 

Average  number  of  pupils  taught  by  each  teacher.  . 25 

Average  per  cent,  of  those  enrolled  in  public 

schools  in  attendance 62 

Cost  per  month  of  tuition  of  .each  pupil  in  public 

schools $1  40 

Cost  per  month  of  tuition  of  each  pupil  in  private 

schools 2 50 

Per  cent,  of  total  school  population  in  attendance 

in  private  schools,  1870 20 

Number  of  teachers ' 40 

Per  cent,  of  total  school  population  in  attendance  in 

private  schools,  1871 0 

Number  of  teachers 15 


The  above  exhibit  of  disparity  between  the  amount  ex- 
pended for  white  and  colored  teachers,  was  not  the  result  of 
any  partiality  on  the  part  of  the  Board  of  School  Directors. 
They  are  not  the  men  to  be  biased  b}^  prejudice,  fear,  or  favor, 
Only  one  application  for  a colored  school  was  rejected,  and  that 
was  late  in  the  season,  when  applications  for  the  establishment 
of  white  schools  were  also  rejected.  This  was  done,  because  the 
number  already  established  was  thought  to  have  exhausted  the 
funds. 

There  was  probably  a number  of  reasons  why  more  applica- 
tions for  colored  schools  were  not  made.  I will  only  suggest 
that  the  colored  people  are  mostly  engaged  in  planting  cotton, 
which  requires  the  labor  of  their  children  nearly  the  whole 
year. 

Those  few  persons  that  have  no  more  delicacy  of  feeling 
than  to  cant  the  cry  that  white  men  are  taxed  to  educate  the 
“ nigger,”  may  look  at  these  figures. 

There  is  no  doubt,  however,  that  some  of  the  best  and  most 
intelligent  men  in  this  county,  as  well  as  throughout  the  State, 
have  lent  the  weight  of  their  moral  influence  against  the  pub- 
lic school  s}Tstem.  Schools  are  greatty  dependent  upon  moral 
agencies  for  their  efficiency,  and  those  who  have  lent  their  in 
fluence  against  the  public  schools  should  be  the  last  to  suggest 
their  want  of  efficiency.  But  in  order  that  the  public  schools 
maybe  successful,  the  objections  of  good  and  intelligent  men 
must  be  obviated.  My  opinion  is,  that  politics  is  the  chief 
foundation  of  opposition.  The  same  , motives  that  have  ac- 
tuated religious  denominations  in  contending  about  the  educa- 
tion of  the  young,  move  politicians  in  the  South  in  regard  to 
this  matter.  They  proceed  upon  the  idea  that  whichever  party 
controls  the  education  of  the  colored  people,  will  also  control 
their  votes.  The  Republican  party  established  the  public 
school  system  in  Alabama,  but  the  Democrats  now  control  the 
State  government,  and  carry  on  the  public  schools. 

In  view  of  the  opposition  on  account  of  politics  with  which 
the  public  school  system  meets;  in  view  of  the  impoverished 
condition  of  the  people  of  the  South;  in  view  of  the  ignorance 
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and  destitution  of  the  colored  people;  in  view  of  the  relation 
of  guardian  to  the  colored  race,  which  the  Government  of  the 
United  States  has  heretofore  assumed,  I would  most  respect- 
fully ask  you  to  inaugurate  memorials  to  Congress,  asking 
them  to  provide  for  the  education  of  the  colored  people,  out  of 
the  revenues  of  the  United  States. 

Let  ever}’  State  and  Territory  of  the  Union  share  with  the 
the  Southern  States  the  honor  of  raising  this  downtrodden 
race. 


LEFLORE  COUNTY. 

L.  D.  VINCENT,  SUPERINTENDENT. 

Lefloie  county  was  created  late  ir  the  second  session  of  the 
first  Legislature,  and  was  organized  ate  in  the  summer  of  1871. 

I assumed  the  duties  of  the  office  of  County  Superintendent, 
after  the  organization  of  the  count}^.  I found  one  public  school 
in  operation  in  the  county,  and  no  private  ones.  I found  no 
public  school  fund  on  hand,  and  no  possibilit}^  of  having  any 
before  the  collection  of  taxes  in  December;  and  worse  still,  I 
found  but  little  interest  manifested  in  the  establishment  of  free 
public  schools. 

The  intelligent  and  wealthy  people  of  the  county  considered  a 
free  school  system  an  innovation — an  experiment — a departure 
from  the  cherished  customs  of  a chivalrous  people,  who  had,  in 
bygone  times,  made  it  a misdemeanor  to  teach  a colored  per- 
son to  read  or  write. 

There  were  several  so-called  schools  in  operation  when  1 
assumed  my  duties;  but  the  teachers  were  without  certificates 
or  contracts,  and  had  commenced,  hoping  to  be  recognized  at 
some  future  time,  as  teachers  of  public  schools.  They  averaged 
from  twro  to  thirty  scholars  each,  without  books,  seats,  etc.  But 
few  of  the  teachers  had  any  idea  of  th£  duties  pertaining  to 
their  position;  they  had  never  taught  before,  but  were  willing 
and  anxious  to  teach  colored  schools  and  suffer  persecution, 
for  fifty  dollars  jper  month — steadilj’  keeping  one  eye  on  the 
County  Treasury,  and  the  other  on  some  neighbor,  to  see  if  he 
was  pleased  to  have  a colored  school  taught  in  the  neighbor 
hood.  This  was  the  rule,  but  there  were  some  noble  excep- 
tions. Some  of  these  schools  were  recognized  as  public  schools. 
By  the  first  of  December  we  had  twenty-three  public  schools 
in  operation,  with  a good  class  of  teachers,  established  in  such 
buildings  as  we  could  get — churches,  cabins,  corn-cribs,  etc. 

Five  mills  on  the  dollar  were  levied  for  “Teachers’  Fund,” 
of  which  tax  about  thirty-five  hundred  dollars  was  collected. 

The  Board  of  School  Directors  sent  to  the  Board  of  Super- 
visors, on  the  fourth  of  October,  the  following  estimate  for 
School  House  Fund,  viz: 
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Office  Board  of  School.  Directors,  ) 
County  of  Leflore,  State  of  Mississippi,  > 
Greenwood,  Oct.  4,  1871.) 

To  the  Hon.  Board  of  Supervisors  of  said  County : 

In  compliance  with  sections  31  and  32,  of  the  General  School 
Law,  we  make  this  report  to  your  honorable  Board,  and  esti- 
mate, as  necessary,  and  recommend  to  jrour  honorable  Board, 
a levy  of  five  mills  on  the  dollar  of  taxable  property,  for  school 
sites,  construction,  and  rental  of  school  buildings,  necessary 
contingent  expenses,  and  deficit  in  Teachers’  Fund,  and  respect- 
fully submit  that  this  is  the  least  amount  with  which  we  can 
afi'ord  school  facilities  to  all  the  children  of  the  county.  We 
also  call  the  attention  of  your  honorable  Board  to  the  necessity 
of  an  immediate  levy  of  this  tax. 

By  order  of  Board  of  School  Directors. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

L.  D.  VINCENT, 

J President  of  Board . 

This  was  returned  by  the  Board  of  Supervisors  to  the  Board 
of  School  Directors,  with  the  endorsement,  “ Postponed,” 
which  was  a mild  but  effectual  means  of  suppressing  free 
schools  during  the  winter  months,  and  depriving  us  of  school 
funds  during  the  year  1872. 

There  is  not  a house  of  anj^  kind  now  in  the  county  under 
the  control  of  school  officers. 

Many  of  the  best  citizens  of  the  county  were,  and  are,  in 
favor  of  free  schools,  but  they  forget  that  it  takes  money  to 
provide  school-houses-  and  pay  teachers,  and  seem  to  forget 
that  the  prosperity  of  the  county,  and  the  welfare  of  all,  de- 
pends upon  the  intelligence  of  the  people. 

For  particulars  as  to  what  we  have  done  in  the  short  time- 
since  we  commenced  operations,  and  in  regard  to  the  status  of 
our  schools  and  school  funds,  I refer  to  the  tabular  statement 
accompanying  this. 

I consider  the  present  school  law  defective  and  impracticable, 
and  not  iii  accordance  with  the  progressive  ideas  and  advanced 
enlightenment  of  the  present  age. 

With  this  report  I sever  my  official  connection  with  the  public- 
schools,  and  I trust  I may  be  pardoned  for  suggesting  altera- 
tions in  the  school  law. 

The  County  Superintendent  should  receive  a salary  of  from 
ten  to  fifteen  hundred  dollars  per  year,  according  to  the  num- 
ber of  schools  and  scholars  in  his  county,  and  should  give  bond 
in  double  the  amount  of  his  salary,  for  the  faithful  performance 
of  his  duty.  He  should  be  appointed,  as  they  now  are,  by  the 
State  Board. 

The  present  Boards  of  School  Directors  are  useless,  and  a 
hindrance  to  the  proper  development  of  a free  school  sj-stem, 
in  which  they  feel  but  little  interest,  or  of  which  they  have  only 
a limited  knowledge.  There  should  be  three  trustees  in  each 
township  or  fractional  part  of  a township,  which  trustees,  or  a 
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majority  of  them,  together  with  the  County  Superintendent, 
should  constitute  a Board,  to  meet  twice  during  the  year,  or 
oftener  if  necessary,  for  the  transaction  of  all  business  per- 
taining to  the  schools  and  school  funds  of  the  county,  such  as 
levying  school  taxes,  directing  the  collection  of  the  same,  es- 
tablishing schools,  etc.  This  Board  should  be  compelled  by 
legislative  enactment  to  levy  an  annual  tax  for  schools  and 
school-houses,  with  furniture,  etc.,  proportioned  to  the  number 
of  schools  and  scholars  in  the  county,  and  the  number  and  kind 
of  houses  wanted. 

It  may  be  urged  as  an  objection  to  this  plan,  that  but  few 
land  owners  know  what  township  and  section  their  land  lies  in. 

Hoping  and  trusting  that  the  time  will  come  when  every  class 
of  citizens  will  realize  the  importance  of  a well  established  free 
school  system,  and  give  the  same  their  moral  support  and  en- 
couragement, while  the  State  and  county  governments  extend 
a material  pecuniary  assistance,  and  by  a wise  and  liberal 
policy,  establish  free  schools  in  fact,  and  not  in  name. 


LOWNDES  COUNTY. 

J.  N.  BISHOP,  SUPERINTENDENT. 

In  submitting  to  you  my  annual  report,  I would  respectfully 
call  }Tour  attention  to  those  statistics,  showing  that  there  were 
opened  during  the  past  }~ear  in  this  county  fifty-three  different 
schools — twenty-four  white  and  twenty-nine  colored;  with  an 
aggregate  attendance  of  3,291  pupils — 1,086  white  and  2,205 
colored,  taught  b}^  seventy  teachers. 

The  merits  of  these  schools  were  such  as  to  give  general 
satisfaction. 

The  qualifications  of  the  teachers  will  compare  favorably 
with  the  teachers  of  any  county  in  the  State. 

We  have  had  more  or  less  trouble  in  securing  the  services  of 
competent  teachers  for  our  colored  schools.  I presume  this 
obstacle  will  be  in  the  way  until  we  can  educate  in  our  Normal 
and  High  Schools  colored  teachers  who  will  be  better  prepared 
for  this  avocation  than  a large  number  now  in  the  school  room. 

At  the  commencement  of  our  public  schools,  the  Board  en- 
gaged the  services  of  teachers  on  the  class  of  their  certificates, 
and  not  according  to  the  grade  of  the  school  they  were  to  teach. 
This  resolution  was  rescinded,  and  the  services  of  teachers 
were  engaged  at  such  salaries  as  would  be  justifiable,  making 
the  average  salary  paid  to  teachers  during  the  .year,  seventy- 
eight  dollars  per  month,  with  an  aggregate  of  $24,910  issued 
in  warrants  to  teachers  up  to  January  1. 

School-houses  have  been  procured  on  the  best  terms  possible 
with  the  following  results : 


246 


Number  purchased 4 

“ donated 33 

“ erected ....  4 

“ rented 14 


Warrants  have  been  issued  for  the  purchase  of  school  build- 
ings to  the  amount  of  $6,608  00. 

Warrants  issued  for  erecting  and  repairing  school  build- 
ings, $1,989  00. 

Warrants  issued  for  rent  of  school  buildings,  $779  00. 

School  furniture  has  been  purchased  for  a few  of  our  first- 
class  schools,  at  a cost  of  $1,678  00. 

Also,  have  been  purchased  apparatus,  consisting  of  maps, 
charts,  globes,  etc.,  at  a cost  of  $1,105  90. 

There  have  been  expended  for  incidental  expenses,  $3,337  00. 

This  amount  includes  cost  for  fuel,  stoves,  moneys  paid 
students  holding  “ Free  Scholarships,  ” moneys  due  beneficia- 
ries, and  all  costs  incurred  not  mentioned  in  other  enumeration 
of  expenses.  A summary  of  all  school  warrants  that  have  been 
issued,  give  a grand  total  of  $40,406  00. 

This  amount  is  in  full  of  all  Expenses  from  the  commence- 
ment of  our  public  schools  up  to  January  1. 

After  making  due  allowance  for  the  probable  assets  accruing 
to  the  School  Fund  of  the  county,  the  School  Board  askedjfthat 
a tax  be  levied  of  $21,000  00  to  make  up  the  deficit  in  the 
Teachers,  and  School-house  Fund. 

This  tax  was  levied  in  April  last,  according  to  sub  districts, 
and  was  being  collected,  until  a faction  arose  here,  consisting 
of  men  directly  opposed  to  the  public  school  system,  who,  by 
their  erroneous  statements  and  fabulous  reports  of  the  antici- 
pated assets,  influenced  the  Board  of  Supervisors,  contrary 
to  law,  to  rescind  the  school  tax  and  order  that  all  school 
moneys  then  paid  be  returned. 

It  is  due  the  people  of  Lowndes  county  to  say  that  this  spirit 
of  opposition  to  the  public  school  system  was  not  universal. 
All  who  had  been  patrons  of  the  public  schools,  and  a large 
number  who  had  not  received  any  direct  advantages  of  the 
schools  in  their  midst,  were  willing  to  pay  the  school  tax  and 
to  encourage  the  continuation  of  the  public  schools  ; but,  as  I 
have  before  stated,  there  are  men  around  us  who  cannot  accede 
to  the  liberal  spirit  of  the  day,  by  encouraging  the  education 
of  the  masses. 

The  rescinding  of  our  school  tax  and  the  outrages"  perpe- 
trated by  the  Ku-Klux  in  the  northern  and  eastern  portions  of 
our  county,  brought  gloom}'  prospects  for  the  continuation  of 
our  public  schools. 

I am  glad  to  say  that  time  has  made  changes  that  speak 
forcibly  in  favor  of  the  continuation  of  our  school  system. 

The  places  occupied  by  the  rescinding  Board  of  Supervisors 
have  been  filled  by  men  who  will  carry  out  the  provisions  of 
the  laws.  The  actions  of  the  Ku-Klux  have  been  arrested  by  the 
timely  aid  of  the  general  Government,  the  school  tax  has  been 
levied  and  collected  for  the  school  year,  our  schools  are  in  a 
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flourishing  condition,  and  the  indications  are  that  all  exertions 
made  to  carry  out  the  requirements  of  the  school  system  in  our 
county,  will  meet  with  success. 

The  former  Chickasaw  and  Sixteenth  Section  School  Fund 
of  the  count}',  I have  found  in  a deplorable  condition. 

The  Ciiickasaw  Fund  not  used  for  school  purposes  at  the 
commencement  of  our  public  schools,  amounted  to  about 
$7,000  00.  There  have  been  realized  $3,180  00,  with  solvent 
credits  of  about  $1,000  00 — the  balance  was  used  during  the 
war  by  the  Board  of  Police  for  various  purposes,  and  is  con- 
sidered insolvent.  Suit  has  been  brought  for  its  recovery. 

Tnere  was  turned  over  by  the  former  Board  of  Trustees  of 
the  Sixteenth  Section  School  Fund,  notes  and  papers  amount- 
ing to  $39,649  00,  with  $13,642  50  in  Confederate  money. 

A large  portion  of  these  notes  are  utterly  worthless,  the 
makers  of  them  being  dead,  removed  from  the  county,  or 
bankrupt 

There  has  been  collected  and  paid  to  the  County  Treasurer, 
$14,501  03.  Twenty-six  suits  have  been  instituted  during  the 
year  for  the  recovery  of  moneys  due  on  doubtful  papers.  A 
large  number  of  notes  for  small  amounts  are  on  hand  and  are 
considered  solvent. 

The  income  of  the  common  school  apportioned  to  this 
county,  amounted  to  $5,303  99. 

Fines  have  been  paid  into  the  County  Treasury  to  the 
amount  of  $692. 


CHANGES  IN  THE  SCHOOL  LAW. 

My  observation  in  the  management  of  the  school  system  has 
been  such  as  to  convince  me  that  our  school  law  is  very  defec- 
tive, and  should  be  so  amended  as  to  give  more  assurance  to 
all  persons  who  are  directly  interested  in  our  public  schools. 
One  very  objectionable  feature  is,  that  the  present  law  makes 
provisions  so  that  our  school  tax  can  be  paid  in  State  certifi- 
cates. The  result  of  this  is  plainly  known  to  all — our  credit  is 
reduced,  teachers  and  others  have  no  assurance  that  they  will 
receive  due  recompense  for  labors  rendered  and  materials  fur- 
nished. 

I would  earnestly  recommend  that  our  school  law  be  so 
changed  as  to  require  our  school  tax  to  be  paid  either  in  cur- 
rency or  school  warrants.  This  would  restore  confidence  in 
our  credit  and  enable  the  public  schools  to  be  sustained  at  an 
expense  of  about  twenty-five  per  cent,  below  the  present  rate 
of  expenditures. 

Also,  I would  further  recommend  that  a change  be  made  in 
that  section  of  our  school  law  where  it  requires  the  county  to 
be  divided  into  sub-school  districts. 

This  is  also  detrimental  to  our  credit,  and  causes  many  per- 
sons in  different  portions  of  the  county  to  be  deprived  of  equal 
school  facilities. 

I think  the  law  should  be  so  changed  that,  in  every  county 
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and  incorporated  city  of  more  than  3,000  inhabitants,  all 
should  pay  the  same  school  tax  and  have  one  general  school 
fund.  This  change  will,  as  I have  before  stated,  add  to  our 
credit,  give  to  all  equal  school  facilities,  and  obviate  the  com- 
plicated task  of  collecting  and  having  so  many  different  school 
funds  in  the  county. 

School  sites,  and  a large  number  of  school  buildings  have 
been  procured — the  people,  living  in  the  sub-districts  where 
these  school  privileges  were  granted,  have  been  taxed  to  defray 
the  expenses,  and  for  this  reason  the  doing  away  of  sub-school 
districts  can  be  effected  without  any  detriment  to  our  school 
S3~stem. 

After  taking  into  consideration  the  great  expense  that  has 
necessarily  been  caused  in  organizing  so  many  schools  in  the 
county,  an  expense  that  will  not  have  to  be  met  again,  and  the 
probable  changes  in  our  school  lawr  that  will  increase  our  credit, 
it  will  be  plainly  understood  that  all  school  expenditures  will 
be  greatly  reduced  in  time  to  come,  and  the  benefits  of  our 
schools  will  increase  as  experience  teaches  of  their  value. 
These  advantages  will  cause  all  things  to  work  together  for 
good. 


MADISON  COUNTY. 

JOHN  WILLIAMS,  SUPERINTENDENT. 

I regret  exceedingly  that  my  time  is  so  limited  for  the  pre- 
paration of  anything  approaching  an  elaborate  history  of  the  free 
school  system,  since  its  inauguration  imthe  county  of  Madison. 

The  educational  condition  of  the  county  prior  to  the  estab- 
lishment of  the  new  system,  was,  indeed,  almost  worthless,  in 
fact,  in  alchaotic  state;  but  on  the  2d  day  of  January,  1871, 
more  than  fifty  (50)  free  schools  were  put  into  operation  under 
the  law,  the  opening  of  which,  I am  proud  to  say,  was  hailed 
with  delight  by  all  the  people.  We  had  no  opposition  at  the 
commencement,  and  to-day  the  people  of  Madison  are  a unit 
on  the  system  of  common  schools.  No  tax  with  us  is  more 
readily  paid  than  the  school  tax.  The  good  work  is  hardly 
begun,  and  3^et  it  already  gives  promise  of  large  and  most 
useful  results.  We  should,  without  a doubt,  have  made  our 
schools  a palpable  success  during  the  3Tear,  had  it  not  been  for 
the  heavy  tax  levied  and  collected,  for  the  purpose  of  building 
a jail,  in  my  opinion,  worthy  of  any  Northern  State,  and  alto- 
gether too  expensive  for  any  county,  at  this  time,  in  the  com- 
monwealth of  Mississippi;  better,  by  far,  the  thirty  thousand 
dollars  ($30,000)  or  more,  expended  in  building  this  superb 
structure,  was  placed  to  the  credit  of  our  Teachers’  Fund. 
Owing  to  this  seemi/g  extravagance  on  the  part  of  the  authori- 
ties of  Madison  county,  we  could  onty  levy  a tax  of  twelve 
thousand  five  hundred  dollars  ($12,500),  for  school  purpo- 
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ses.  Hence,  the  fact  of  the  great  indebtedness  incurred 
during  the  first  part  of  the  term  ; but  at  the  end  of  J une, 
1871,  although  the  Board  of  School  Directors  began  to  find 
their  incompetency,  the  people  were  not  cast  down,  but  on  the 
contrary,  cheerful  and  hopeful,  and  now  1 hasten  to  thank  our 
people  for  the  many  kindnesses  shown  us  in  the  important 
duties  we  have  so  imperfectly  performed.  We  feel  that  though 

“ Our  path  has  been  thorn  and  briar,” 

that  we  can  well  afford, 

“ To  labor  and  to  wait.” 

The  average  attendance  of  pupils  during  the  months  of 
October,  November,  and  December,  have  been  very  meager, 
owing,  of  course,  to  the  state  of  the  roads,  and  the  bad  condi- 
tion of  our  school-houses.  We  have  but  fewr  good  buildings  in 
the  county,  many  needing  repairs,  and  other  things  necessary 
to  make  a school-house  comfortable  and  attractive;  unless  this 
is  clone,  the  children  will  not  attend  regularly.  Why?  Because 
the  windows,  the  roofs,  the  walls — in  fact,  the  entire  building — 
makes  them  feel  all  is  “ stale,  flat,  insipid,  unprofitable.”  We 
have,  in  many  instances,  furnished  stoves,  maps,  globes,  and 
blackboards,  in  fact,  greatly  improved  the  state  of  things; 
but  yet  much  remains  to  be  done,  and  I see  no  way  to  accom- 
plish it  apart  from  national  aid;  we  need,  throughout  the 
Southern  States,  Congressional  assistance.  The  South  is  too 
poor  to  maintain  the  system  of  common  schools.  The  nation 
freed  and  thrust  upon  us  this  terrific  amount  of  ignorance,  and, 
without  assistance  from  some  quarter,  the  proclamation  of 
emancipation  will  become  a sad  failure.  Why?  Because,  far 
better  the  colored  people  of  the  South  were  allowed  to  remain 
in  slavery,  than  to  be  clothed  with  citizenship,  and  to  remain 
in  ignorance,  which  is  bondage  indeed.  As  long  as  they  are 
in  their  present  state,  they  will  be  dependent;  educate,  them, 
they  will  become  independent — they  will  be  men.  Mississippi, 
as  I said,  is  too  poor  for  this  great  change  in  her  governmen- 
tal affair;  but  it  can  be  improved,  for,  in  my  opinion,  the  clause 
in  the  Constitution  in  relation  to  investing  our  School  Land 
Fund,  etc.,  in  United  States  bonds,  is  a grave  error,  and  should 
be  stricken  out  at  the  earliest  moment.  We  cannot  afford,  at 
this  time,  to  invest  any  portion  of  our  School  Fund.  I would 
therefore  suggest,  that  at  the  next  State  election  this  most 
important  matter  be  submitted  to  the  people,  pro  or  con. 

Education  is  the  solid,  enduring  basis  of  government;  apart 
from  this,  this  mighty  republic  would  soon  become  a sightless 
monument  of  despair;  but  if  we  educate,  we  cannot  fail  to 
christianize;  this,  and  this  alone,  can  make  us  a great  people 
and  the  union  of  these  States  a palpable  fact — a stern  reality 
Let  Congress  then,  give  to  our  State  five  hundred  thousand 
dollars  ($500,000)  out  of  the  Alabama  Claims,  or  from  any 
other  source,  for  her  School-house  Fund,  and  she  will  cheer- 
fully give  every  educable  person  in  the  State  equal  school 
advantages.  Will  not  our  Representatives  in  Congress,  then, 


250 


insist  upon  an  appropriation  for  free  schools  ? If  success- 
ful, the  people  will  once  again  feel  their  American  citizenship. 
Such  a step  would  be  in  the  right  direction,  and  would  lead  the 
people  not  only  of  Mississippi,  but  of  the  South,  to  sa}^: 
“ God  bless  the  Old  Flag,  forever.” 

I am  in  favor  of  compulsory  education,  at  once  our  school- 
houses  are  put  in  order.  Let  a statute  be  enacted  without 
delay  on  this  subject;  it  cannot  do  the  s}Tstem  harm,  but,  on 
the  contrary,  its  wondrous  effects  would  be  felt  immediately. 
If  attendance  on  our  public  schools  was  compulsory  through- 
out the  State,  the  future  lives  of  the  scholars  might  thus  be 
portrayed;  one-third  farmers  and  miners,  one-tliird  mechan- 
ics and  artizans,  and  one-third  politicians,  mone3r-changers  and 
idlers.  The  requirements  of  the  last  section  are  well  attended 
to  in  our  present  school  system,  but  the  best  interests  of  the 
State  are  sadly  sacrificed  by  our  neglecting  to  develop  the  pro- 
ductive capabilities  of  the  two  former  classes.  By  all  means, 
let  us  have  in  Mississippi  a compulsory  system  of  education. 

Our  teachers  are  very  far  from  being  “ up  to  the  mark;’ 
they  lack,  in  almost  every  instance,  a knowledge  of  the  art  of 
teaching;  in  a word,  many  of  them  do  not  know  the  first  prin- 
ciples of  school  government.  We  therefore  need  a change, 
but,  .as  long  as  we  are  in  poverty,  it  cannot  be  made;  there- 
fore, our  schools  will,  for  some  time  to  come,  be  at  a low 
standard.  “Newer  and  fresher  blood  ” is  necessaiy  in  teach- 
ers, before  we  can,  by  occular  demonstration,  show  the  people 
the  beauties  of  the  common  school  S3Tstem. 

Our  great  want  in  Mississippi  is  a white  Normal  School.  I 
do  hope,  that  at  the  next  session  of  our  Legislature,  some  ac- 
tion will  be  taken  by  that  body,  in  relation  to  the  establish- 
ment of  an  institution  of  this  kind.  I would  respectfully^  sug- 
gest the  purchase  of  Madison  College,  Sharon,  Madison 
county,  for  this  purpose.  It  can  be  bought  at  a low  figure, 
with  all  its  modern  universit3T  apparatus,  and  valuable  museum. 

Sharon  is  a delightful  spot,  and  for  the  salubrity  of  its  air, 
may  be  termed  the  Montpelier  of  Mississippi.  I hope  our 
able  Senator  and  efficient  Representatives  will  labor,  not  only 
for  the  purchase  of  this  College,  but  for  an  annual  appropria- 
tion, shall  I sayr — for  “ Sharon  Normal  School  ? ” 

Dr.  Holland  said  : “I  hold  the  teacher’s  position  second  to 
none.  I have  no  words  to  express  of  the  importance  of  the 
office;  still  less  have  I words  to  express  my  sense  of  the  impor- 
tance of  having  that  office  filled  by  men  and  women  of  the 
purest  motives,  the  noblest  enthusiasm,  the  finest  culture,  the 
broadest  charities,  and  the  most  devoted  Christian  purpose.” 
“ Wlw,  sir,”  adds  the  Doctor,  “ a teacher  should  be  the  strong- 
est and  most  angelic  man  that  breathes.  No  man  living  is 
intrusted  with  such  precious  material;  no  man  living  can  do 
so  much  to  set  human  life  to  a nobler  tune;  and  no  man  living 
needs  higher  qualifications  for  his  work.”  If  the  instructor 
teach  well,  he  must  “ act  out  himself,”  always  possessing  the 
power  as  a tactician,  to  simply,  analyze,  and  illustrate — not  in 
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one  given  way  for  each  subject — but  in  many  ways,  as  neces- 
sity demands.  Instruction  is  perfect,  only  when  the  instructor 
is  master  of  the  subject  to  be  taught,  developing  plans  and  il- 
lustrations, as  their  need  is  manifested;  thus  outbeaming  to 
the  taught  the  inspiration  which  elevates  to  a plane  of  broader 
sight,  wider  comprehension,  and  larger  faith. 

The  teacher’s  knowledge  of  methods,  and  of  the  peculiar 
manner  of  teaching  employed  by  distinguished  instructors, 
cannot  be  too  extended.  Let  it  come  to  him,  however,  not 
from  the  text  books,  which  the  pupils  use,  but  from  discussions, 
magazines,  and  works  on  instruction. 

Let  every  teacher  in  Mississippi  subscribe  for  an  educational 
journal  or  two — but,  especially,  The  Mississippi  Educational 
Journal. 

In  conclusion,  let  me  entreat  the  Legislature,  about  to  con- 
vene, to  abolish,  instanter,  Boards  of  School  Directors,  through- 
out the  State.  They  are,  in  a majority  of  instances,  “more 
ornamental  than  useful.”  The  County  Superintendent  should 
enter  into  bonds,  and  be  paid  a monthly  salary — say,  of  $1,800 
per  year — so  as  to  enable  him  to  keep  a horse,  and  do  his 
whole  duty. 

Let  this  be  done,  and  the  system  of  common  schools  would 
be  conducted,  by  far,  more  satisfactorily  to  the  people. 


MARSHALL  COUNTY. 

L.  C.  ABBOTT,  SUPERINTENDENT. 

In  footing  up  the  amount  of  expenditures,  I have  not  in- 
cluded the  amount  paid  the  County  Superintendent,  the  School 
Directors,  or  the  amount  expended  for  books,  stationery,  etc., 
as  those  bills  are  paid  from  the  county,  and  not  from  the 
School  Fund. 

I have  put  down  the  amount  of  poll  tax  collected  in  the 
county,  which,  it  is  hardly  necessary  to  state,  wras  paid  into  the 
State  and  not  into  the  County  Treasury. 

I have  nothing  to  say  in  relation  to  the  schools  in  Marshall 
county",  except  that  they  have,  thus  far,  been  successful  and 
given  general  satisfaction.  We  have  a good  class  of  teachers; 
an  efficient  Board  of  School  Directors,  and  the  people  almost 
universally  sustain  the  free  school  system. 

While  I do  not  arrogate  to  myself  superior  wisdom,  I do 
question  the  propriety  of  having  two  school  funds  in  the 
countyr.  Under  the  present  law,  the  amount  allowed  for 
Teachers’  Fund  is  entirely  inadequate,  while  the  amount 
allowed  for  School-house  Fund  is  greatly  in  excess  of  what  is 
required.  If  the  separate  school  funds  arc  to  be  continued,  I 
am  of  the  opinion,  which  opinion  is  concurred  in  by  the  School 
Directors  of  this  county,  that  at  least  eight  of  the  ten  mills  on 
the  dollar,  which  is  allowed  to  be  levied  for  school  purposes, 
should  be  for  Teachers’  Fund. 
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MONROE  COUNTY. 

ALLEN  P.  HUGGINS,  SUPERINTENDENT. 

I have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  con- 
dition of  school  interest  in  Monroe  county,  Miss.,  at  the  close 
of  the  year,  1871. 

The  disturbances  in  the  county,  produced  by  night-riders,  or 
Ku-Klux,  had,  during  the  fore  part  of  the  year,  1871,  a most 
damaging  effect  upon  the  schools;  in  fact,  twenty-six  schools 
of  the  county  that  were  in  a most  flourishing  and  prosperous 
condition,  were,  during  the  month  of  March,  entirely  broken 
up,  and  the  teachers  compelled  to  receive  pay  from  the  pupils, 
if  the  schools  were  continued.  Estimates  were  made  by  the 
Board  of  School  Directors  for  the  expenses  of  the  school  for 
1871,  in  March,  and  submitted  the  estimate  to  the  Board  of 
Supervisors.  The  latter  Board  refused  to  make  the  assess- 
ment, fearing  the  Ku-Klux,  and  no  tax  was  collected  until  in 
November,  1871.  The  Board  of  School  Directors  were  (some 
of  them)  compelled,  through  threats  and  fear,  to  resign,  and  a 
new  Board,  almost  entire,  was  appointed.  A new  estimate  was 
made  out,  but  the  amount  collected  was  quite  insufficient  to 
meet  the  liabilities  of  the  schools,  and  conduct  the  system 
thoroughly  for  the  year  1872,  which  the  estimate  made  pro- 
posed to  do.  Some  thirty-five  or  forty  schools  were  success- 
fully taught  through  their  terms  of  four  months  in  the  county, 
and  ten  or  eleven  thousand  dollars  worth  of  valuable  school 
property,  in  the  waj^  of  school  buildings,  secured  to  the  school 
interest.  School  furniture,  and  apparatus,  of  good  quality,  to 
the  amount  of  three  thousand  dollar, s was  secured,  and  all  has 
been  paid  for. 

The  amount  of  school  tax  collected  direct  from  the  people  of 
the  count}7,  amounts  to  some  $17,000;  th3  amount  received 
from  poll-tax,  $6,000/  and  the  amount  of  Common  School  Fund 
from  State,  $4,700. 


MONTGOMERY  COUNTY. 

W.  H.  PARKER,  SUPERINTENDENT. 

Taking  into  consideration  the  fact  that  the  school  system 
was  new  and  unpopular,  the  progress  made  in  our  county  is 
quite  noticeable. 

At  least  ten  private  schools  were  in  operation  when  I assumed 
charge  of  the  schools  of  the  county,  and,  at  the  present  time, 
there  are  none — all  having  been  superseded  b}-  public  ones.  We 
have  one  free  high  school  at  Winona,  numbering  #one  hundred 
and  thirty  pupils,  which  is  in  a highly  prosperous  condition, 
and  the  county  is  well  supplied  with  schools  in  nearly  every 
-portion.  There  is  a lack  of  experienced  teachers,  and  I would 
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suggest  that  some  steps  he  taken  to  organize  institutes  spe- 
cially for  the  instruction  of  teachers,  having  present  good  quali- 
fied "instructors  and  lecturers.  It  seems  necessary  that  the 
examination  of  teachers  should,  in  every  case,  be  public,  and, 
if  the  patrons,  and  especially  if  the  Directory  would  be  present 
at  the  examinations,  they  would  be  enabled  to  make  a selection 
of  teachers  much  more  intelligently. 

I would  recommend  the  abolishment  of  the  present  system 
of  constituting  the  County  Board  of  School  Directors,  substi- 
tuting, in  place  of  the  six  members  from  the  whole  county, 
which  we  now  have,  a Board  of  three  members  from  each  sub- 
district, to  be  appointed  by  the  County  Superintendent,  and  to 
serve  without  compensation,  making  it  obligator}"  upon  them 
to  visit  the  schools  of  their  district  at  least  once  a month,  and 
we  would  thus  be  enabled  then  to  do  away  with  much  expense, 
and  place  the  schools  directly  within  reach  of  the  members  of 
the  Board,  and  add  much  to  the  interest  and  efficiency  of  the 
schools.  Inasmuch  as  the  Directors  are  the  most  intimately 
connected  with  the  schools,  and  best  understand  their  necessi- 
ties and  requirements,  it  seems  quite  proper,  and  I would  rec- 
ommend, that  the  power  of  levying  the  tax  for  carrying  on  the 
schools  be  placed  in  their  hands.  This  can  be  done  by  having 
a session  of  all  the  members  of  the  county,  presided  over  by 
the  Superintendent,  in  which  they  can  estimate  the  amount  of 
funds  needed,  and  recommend  the  same  to  the  Board  of  Super- 
visors, making  it  obligatory  upon  the  Board  of  Supervisors  to 
levy  the  amount  so  recommended;  and  when  it  is  necessary  to 
build  school-houses  in  any  of  the  sub-districts,  the  Directors  of 
that  sub-district  shall  advertise  for  sealed  proposals  for  at  least 
three  weeks,  and  then  select  the  lowest  responsible  bidder,  said 
contracts  to  be  submitted  to  the  Superintendent  for  his  ap- 
proval. 

I would  suggest,  further,  that  the  Superintendent’s  salary  be 
fixed  by  law  at  a specified  rate  per  annum,  and  that  the  power 
of  contracting  for  and  dismissing  teachers  be  placed  exclusively 
in  his  hands. 

The  salaries  for  first  grade  teachers  I consider,  in  many 
instances,  too  low.  Teachers  of  ability,  experience,  and  first- 
class  qualifications  can  find  more  lucrative  fields  of  labor  than 
teaching  schools  at  present  rates.  Therefore,  I would  recom- 
mend that  the  salary  for  first  grade  * teachers  be  left  discre- 
tionary with  the  Superintendent;  provided,  that  in  no  case  shall 
the  salary  exceed  $125  per  month. 

Thanking  you  for  the  information  and  assistance  rendered, 
by  which  I have  been  enabled  to  make  the  school  system  in 
Montgomery  county  popular  and  progressive,  and  feeling  con- 
fident that  in  another  year,  with  the  continuation  of  your  aid, 
we  can  make  still  greater  progress. 
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NEWTON  COUNTY. 

C.  S.  SWAN,  SUPERINTENDENT. 

I desire  to  make  a few  remarks  in  reference  to  the  schools  of 
our  county,  in  connection  with  my  annual  report.  There  was 
a direct  levy  of  live  mills  on  the  dollar  of  State  tax  made  by  our 
county,  which  levy,  together  with  our  pro  rata  from  the  State 
Fund,  is  ample  for  the  present  year  (but  as  our  schools  ad- 
vance we  will  have  to  raise  the  fund  for  teachers);  and  our  fund 
for  the  coming  year,  1872,  is  live  mills,  direct  tax,  on  the  dollar 
of  State  tax,  together  with  the  pro  rata  share  from  the  State 
which  will  not  be  sufficient  to  meet  our  demand.  I would  here 
suggest,  that  four  mills  of  the  School-house  Fund  be  added  to 
the  Teacher’s  Fund  for  this  county,  as  we  have  now  school- 
houses  enough  for  the  next  two  years,  having  built  fourteen  at 
a cost  of  $5,000.  If  we  should  need  more  school-houses,  the 
people  in  the  different  districts  say  they  will  provide  houses 
suitable,  if  they  can  get  the  teachers.  Some  counties  in  the 
State  have  been  fortunate  in  having  honest  Commissioners 
disbursing  the  old  school  Sixteenth  Section  Fund,  which  now 
furnishes  them  a nice  little  income  to  make  up  any  deficit  that 
may  arise,  and  thus  keep  life  in  the  schools.  But  I regret  to 
sa}*  that  we  are  less  fortunate  in  this  county  of  Newton.  Most 
all  the  school  lands  have  been  sold— some  for  cash,  and  some 
for  God  knows  what — and  the  money  squandered  among  certain 
parties  calling  themselves  School  Commissioners,  and  the  notes 
taken  b}r  them  for  said  lands  have  been  taken  up  and  new  indi- 
vidual notes  given,  and  some  have  been  allowed  to  go  ou£  of 
date;  others  have  been  taken  up  with  Confederate  money  since 
the  surrender.  Over  one  thousand  dollars  has  been  squan- 
dered in  this  way.  Some  few  notes  I have  put  in  suit,  with 
little  hope  of  realizing  anything  out  of  them. 

As  to  the  free  school  system,  the  masses  of  the  people  are 
very  ignorant  and  prejudiced  against  it,  through  a few  designing 
sharpers,  who  have  little  education,  but  wish  to  keep  the 
masses  in  ignorance,  that  they  may  better  rule  and  run  the 
county  machinery  to  their  own  use  and  benefit,  as  they  have 
done  for  years  gone  by.  It  is  a hard  pressure  to  light  under, 
there  being  but  few  of  us  who  pull  together  in  the  cause  of  edu- 
cation. The  opposition  was  so  great  at  one  time  that  the}r 
commenced  burning  our  school-houses,  but  when  reminded  by 
prompt  rebuilding  that  they  were  taxed  to  pay  such  folly 
changed  from  that  to  trying  to  run  off  teachers.  It  is  with 
difficulty  that  we  can  keep  a teacher  to  fill  one  term,  especially 
colored  teachers.  The  School  Directors  became  demoralized, 
and  are  afraid  to  do  much  to  advance  the  schools  from  fear  of 
being  ostracised  by  the  community.in  which  they  live.  I think 
we  should  have  special  legislation  for  this  county  abolishing 
the  Board  of  School  Directors — 

1.  Because  they  hardly  ever  act  in  concert,  thus  producing 
confusion. 
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2.  It  is  hardly  practicable  to  obtain  a full  Board  in  this 
county  who  are  intelligent  men  and  free  from  prejudice  to  the 
free  school  system.  Hence,  you  see,  the  difficulties  the  Super- 
intendent has  to  labor  under. 

3.  The  expense  to  the  county  for  per  diem  and  incidental  ser- 
vices, amount  to  over  $2,000  annually,  which  would  more  than 
pay  the  salary  of  the  Superintendent  and  other  expenses  inci- 
dental. 

I would  suggest  that  the  Superintendent  of  the  county  draw 
a salary  of  one  thousand  dollars  and  upward,  payable  out  of  the 
State  Treasury  upon  the  order  of  the  State  Superintendent,  and 
to  enter  into  bond  equal  to  the  amount  of  salary  approved  by 
State  Superintendent. 


NOXUBEE*  COUNTY. 

CHARLES  B.  AMES,  SUPERINTENDENT. 

The  Board  of  School  Directors  of  the  county  organized 
September  5,  1870.  Not  much  progress  was  made  until 
January  1,  1871.  Since  that  time,  the  cause  of  public  edu- 
cation has  been  slowly,  but  I think  surely,  gaining.  The 
Board  has  carefully  abstained  from  urgingthe  establishment  of 
public  schools  in  those  sub-districts  where  they  were  dis 
tasteful  to  the  mass  of  the  people,  thinking  it  better  to  wait 
until  such  time  as  public  opinion  should  call  for  them. 

In  the  course  of  the  year  now  closing,  one  or  more  public 
schools  have  been  established  in  every  sub-district  in  the 
county,  except  one;  and  the  prospect  now  is,  that  in  the  coming 
year,  there  will  remain  but  one  private  school  in  the  county — 
that  is  the  high  school  under  the  experienced  management  of 
Professor  Thomas  S.  Gathright. 

This  Board  is  embarrassed  to  some  extent,  for  the  want  of 
experienced  teachers,  and  we  can  see  no  immediate  source 
from  which  the  want  is  to  be  supplied. 

I think  it  would  be  better  if  the  School  Board  was  made 
independent  of  the  Board  of  Supervisors. 

There  has  been  but  one  school-house  built  in  the  county  this 
year — the  one  at  Mushulville,  but  it  has  been  thought  prudent 
not  to  establish  colored  schools  in  some  parts  of  the  county. 
The  opposition  to  the  free  school  system,  however,  is  dying- 
out,  and  application  has  been  made  recently  for  a colored 
school,  in  a part  of  the  county  not  heretofore  thought  con- 
genial. The  freedmen  prefer  working  in  parts  where  their 
children  can  have  the  benefit  of  attending  school. 
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OKTIBBEHA  COUNTY. 

DAVID  PRESSLY,  SUPERINTENDENT. 

The  Board  of  School  Directors  of  this  county  is  composed 
of  six  members,  who,  by  their  local  interests,  are  intimately 
identified  with  their  fellbw-citizens. 

With  regard  to  intelligence,  morality,  and  industiy,  they  are 
proper  representatives  of  the  people  whose  educational  affairs 
they  have  been  appointed  to  superintend. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  schools,  early  in  January  last,  the 
Board  endeavored  to  carry  into  practical  operation  the  letter 
and  spirit  of  the  school  law.  Accordingly,  public  schools  were 
established  in  important  localities  in  every  part  of  the  county. 

There  was,  also,  a universal  desire  manifested  by  the  citizens 
to  enjoy  the  advantages  of  the  public  school  system.  This  de- 
sire was  exhibited  in  the  form  of  petitions  addressed  to  the 
Board,  soliciting  the  establishment  of  schools  in  particular 
neighborhoods,  and  signed  by  patrons  representing  more  than 
twenty-five  pupils  within  the  ages  of  five  and  twenty-one  years. 
As  these  petitions  were  prepared  in  accordance  with  the  pro- 
visions of  the  school  law,  the  Board  had  no  hesitancy  in  allow- 
ing them. 

During  the  first  part  of  the  past  year,  as  many  as  forty  pub- 
lic schools  were  established,  embracing  a term  of  four  months. 
Salaries  of  fifty,  ^seventy-five,  and  one  hundred  dollars  per 
month,  according  to  the  grade  of  schools,  were  promised  to 
teachers. 

In  the  fall  months  of  the  year,  a number  of  children,  who  had 
realized  the  heat  and  burdens  of  summer  labor,  were  anxious 
to  enjoy  the  benefits  of  the  public  school  system;  'accord- 
ingly, arrangements  were  made,  in  obedience  to  the  school  law, 
for  the  establishment  of  twenty  additional  schools.  A few  of 
these  were  organized  during  the  month  of  September,  and  em- 
braced a term  of  three  months.  As  there  had  been  a consider- 
able decline  in  the  price  of  provisions — consequently  making 
the  cost  of  living  less — a change  was  ordered  in  the  hire  of 
teachers;  salaries  were  reduced  to  forty,  sixty,  andyeighty  dol- 
lars per  month,  according  to  the  grade  of  the  school. 

PUBLIC  SCHOOLS. 


The  total  number  of  schools  established  during  the 

year,  is ' 60 

Of  this  number  there  are  white  schools 30 

Of  colored  schools 30 

Total  number  of  white  pupils  enrolled 1,326 

Males 644 

Females 682 

Total  number  in  average  attendance,  as  per  monthly  rep’t  1,008 

Total  number  of  colored  pupils  enrolled 1,351 

Males 654 

Females 697 
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Total  number  in  average  attendance,  'as  exhibited  in 

monthly  report 1,112 

Total  number  of  pupils  enrolled,  white  and  colored.  . . . 2,677 

Total  number  of  teachers  emplo}Ted  in  the  public  schools.  68 

Of  this  number,  58  are  whites — males  39,  and  females  19. 

The  number  of  colored  teachers  is  10 — males  7,  females  3. 

Some  of  these  teachers  were  comparatively  inexperienced 
but  they  were  competent  to  conduct  the  primary  schools,  and 
to  these  their  labors  were  confined. 

In  the  intermediate  and  high  schools,  we  were  fortunate  in 
securing  the  services  of  competent  and  experienced  teachers, 
who  had  been,  for  a number  of  years,  successfully  employed  in 
the  education  of  the  young. 

Harmony  and  goed  feeling  have  prevailed.  During  the 
operation  of  the  schools,  a good  understanding  has  existed 
between  the  teachers  and  the  patrons.  Only  one  school  out  of 
the  sixt}"  failed  to  be  taught  the  full  term  contracted  for.  This 
terminated  ten  days  before  the  regular  time,  in  consequence  of 
the  declining  health  of  the  teacher. 

Only  one  instance  of  appeal  from  the  decision  of  the  teacher 
to  the  Superintendent  has  occurred.  This  was  in  a case  of 
discipline,  and  was  amicabty  adjusted. 

Courtesy  and  respect  have  been  extended  to  all  persons  offi- 
cially Connected  with  the  public  educational  system.  I am 
not  aware  of  any  insult  being  offered  to  any  School  Director 
or  teacher. 

Only  two  edifices  were  burned.  These  were  houses  in  -which 
colored  children  were  being  taught  by  colored  teachers.  These 
deeds  were  perpetrated  by  persons  unknown,  and  during  the 
darkness  and  silence  of  night.  I am  happy  in  stating  that 
these  lawless  acts  were  not  approved  of  by  the  citizens  in  the 
immediate  neighborhood.  By  their  prompt  assistance,  the 
teachers  secured  suitable  houses,  and  continued  the  schools. 
After  a cessation  of  only  two  days,  in  each  instance,  the  exer- 
cises were  resumed  and  carried  on  without  any  additional  in- 
terruption, to  the  close  of  the  term. 

In  my  tour  of  visitation  among  the  schools,  I have  received 
the  most  cordial  and  welcome  entertainment.  In  many  instan- 
ces, the  patrons  have  met  me  in  the  school-room,  and  by  their 
personal  presence  have  manifested  their  high  appreciation  of 
the  teacher’s  fidelity  and  the  pupils’  advancement.  I was  fre- 
quently requested  to  address  the  schools,  and  with  these  requests 
I endeavored  to  comply  to  the  best  of  my  ability^. 

THE  POLICY  OF  THE  BOARD. 

The  Directors  have  not  deemed  it  expedient,  in  the  incipi- 
ency  of  the  public  school  system,  and  in  the  present  state  of 
the  country,  to  invest  large  sums  of  money  in  splendid  edifi- 
ces, costty  furniture,  and  fine  apparatus.  The  lumber  left  from 
the  construction  of  our  school-houses  has  generally  furnished 
A— 17 
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the  material  out  off  which  the  mechanic  could  make  the  seats, 
desks,  and  blackboards  necessary  to  the  accommodation  of  the 
scholars.  We  have  endeavored,  by  an  economical  distribution 
of  the  School  Fund,  to  extend  the  advantages  of  a liberal  edu- 
cation to  the  largest  number  of  pupils. 

The  resources  placed  at  our  disposal  are  not  sufficient  to 
meet  the  necessities  of  the  occasion.  We,  therefore,  recom- 
mend a special  effort,  not  incompatible  with  the  interests  of 
the  common  people,  be  made  to  increase  the  Teachers’  Fund.. 

In  the  operations  of  the  Board,  no  discrimination  has  been 
made  in  favor  of  persons  on  account  of  sex,  or  race,  or  color. 

THE  EFFECT. 

The  operations  of  the  public  school  system  have  communi- 
cated a fresh  impulse  to  the  cause  of  intellectual  advancement. 
The  refining  influences  of  education  have  been  experienced  in 
every  part  of  our  country.  The  poor  man,  with  his  numerous 
offspring,  the  disconsolate  widow,  with  her  bereaved  children, 
and  the  lonely  orphan,  have  all  had  the  advantages  of  free 
tuition  extended  to  them. 

This  is  only  the  foretaste  of  a better  state  of  things.  With 
the  gradual  progress  and  development  of  the  system,  blessings 
heretofore  unknown  will  be  realized.  What  our  country  now 
needs,  is  a uniform  series  of  judiciously  selected  text  books — 
a company  of  conscientious,  competent,,  and  effective  teachers, 
and  a sufficient  fund  to  keep  the  schools  in  regular  operation. 
The  possession  of  these  important  elements  will  secure  a higher 
standard  of  public  instruction,  and  advance  the  general  educa.- 
tional  interests  of  the  country.  \ 


PANOLA  COUNTY. 

H„  J,  HARDIN,  SUPERINTENDENT. 

The  Board  of  School  Directors  of  this  count}7'  held  their 
first  meeting  December  5,  1870. 

Immediate  steps  were  taken  to  c$rry  opt  the  provisions  of 
the  present  School  Law.  Owing  to.  the  lateness  of  the  season, 
and  the  fact  that  a large  proportion  of  the  pupils  were  the  chil- 
dren of  the  laboring  classes,  and  must  attend  school,  if  at  all, 
during  the  winter  months,  it  was  deemed  best  to  erect  no 
school  building  for  the  first  term,  but  to  use  such  as  could  be 
procured. 

From  January  3,  to  March  1,  forty-nine  schools  were 
established,  and  commenced — nearly  all  of  which  were  contin- 
ued for  a term  of  four  months. 

The  success  of  this  first  term  of  the  public  schools,  while  not 
all  that  could  be  desired,  was,  on  the  whole,  encouraging. 

After  the  close  of  this  term,  the  Board  turned  their  attention 
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to  providing  school  buildings  for  such  neighborhoods  as  had 
none,  and  during  the  past  summer  and  fall,  twenty-eight  have 
been  erected,  and  several,  that  have  been  donated  to  the  Board, 
have  been  repaired. 

A part  of  the  schools  commenced  their  second  term  Novem- 
ber 27,  and  the  rest  will  commence  January  1,  at  which 
time  we  shall  ^robabty  have  about  sixty  in  session. 

The  Board  has  experienced  considerable  difficulty  in  procur- 
ing efficient  teachers  for  some  of  the  schools— particularly  the 
colored  ones;  but  we  trust  this  evil  will  be  remedied  in  time. 

The  tabular  statement,  in  regard  to  schools,  shows  a large 
number  of  private  schools.  Most  of  these  were  merely  a con- 
tinuance of  the  schools,  after  the  term  (as  public  schools) 
closed,  and  do  not  represent  that  number  of  separate  schools. 

With  good  management,  I consider  the  prospect  of  the  suc- 
cess of  the  public  schools  of  this  county  as  good. 


PIKE  COUNTY. 

W.  J.  PERSELL,  SUPERINTENDENT. 

The  financial  statistics  show  the  condition  of  the  old  School 
Fund  as  accurately  as  can  be  made  according  to  the  information 
at  hand.  By  reference  to  this  report,  it  will  be  seen  that 
the  county  has  sustained  a heavy  loss  in  school  funds,  includ- 
ing principal  and  interest,  to  the  amount  of  $16,749  61.  This 
loss  is  attributed  chiefly  to  the  bad  management  of  officials 
who,  having  had  charge  of  the  funds,  loaned  them  out  to  indi- 
viduals who  have  since  become  insolvent  or  bankrupt,  taking 
their  promissory  notes  with  onty  personal  security. 

The  new  public  school  system,  though  much  disapproved  of 
by  some  at  the  outset,  grows  more  into  popular  favor  as  it  be- 
comes better  understood,  and  already  the  privileges  and  bless- 
ings of  public  education  are  beginning  to  be  deeply  felt  and 
appreciated  by  a majority  of  the  citizens  of  this  county.  Wise 
legislation,  a sufficient  means  and  judicious  management,  cad 
hardly  fail  to  make  the  systlm  a perfect  success. 

We  anticipate  now’  no  difficulty  in  carrying  forward  the 
schools  effectually  and  satisfactorily,  but  the  want  of  money. 
Last  year  our  public  schools  wrere  fifty  in  number,  and  the 
number  of  teachers  in  the  same,  was  fifty-nine.  The  term  of 
public  schools  continued  four  months.  The  average  monthly 
salary  paid  to  teachers  w’as  about  $50,  and  the  total  amount 
thus  expended  for  the  entire  term,  was  $12,000.  The  per  cent, 
of  special  tax  levied  for  public  school  purposes  the  present 
year,  being  one-fifth  less  than  it  was  last,  while  the  number  of 
schools  required  (in  order  that  school  facilities  may  be  fur- 
nished to  all  the  edticable  youth)  is  greater,  unless  our  distri- 
butive share  of  the  Common  School  Fund  should  exceed  the 
apportionment  of  last  year.  Our  Teachers’  Fund  will  be  quite 
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insufficient  to  liquidate  the  salaries  of  the  teachers  that 
will  be  required  to  take  charge  of  so  large  a number  of  schools. 

In  answer  to  inquiries  in  reference  to  private  schools,  I have 
to  state,  that  according  to  such  information  as  I have  been  able 
to  obtain  from  teachers  and  other  persons,  who  were  residents 
of  the  county  previous  to  the  commencement  of  the  late  war, 
schools  of  this  character  were  usually  sustained,  in  many  por- 
tions of  the  district,  from  three  to  ten  months  in  the  year. 

These  schools  were  supported  in  part,  by  the  interest  money 
accruing  from  the  Sixteenth  Section  School  Funds,  also  by  the 
interest  of  the  Common  School  Fund;  which  was  an  appropria- 
tion made  by  the  State,  by  virtue  of  an  act  of  the  Legislature, 
entitled,  “ An  act  to  promote  common  schools  in  the  State  of 
Mississippi,”  approved  March  9,  1850;  and  also,  “An  act 
supplementary  to  the  same,”  approved  March  15,  1852. 

The  interest  upon  these  funds  furnished  a very  inadequate 
sum  with  which  to  supply  school  facilities  to  the  youth  of  an 
entire  county.  The  distributive  share  paid  per  annum  in  the 
way  of  interest  was  about  three  dollars  per  scholar.  The 
balance  of  the  salaries  paid  teachers  was  raised  by  private 
subscription.  During  the  war  but  few  schools  were  kept  in 
operation,  and  those  were  confined  chiefly  to  the  towns  lying 
on  the  line  of  the  railroad.  Soon  after  the  surrender,  some 
efforts  were  made  to  re-establish  private  schools.  In  some  of 
the  towns  they  were  put  into  successful  operation,  but  in  the 
rural  districts  nothing  worthy  of  note  had  been  accomplished 
up  to  the  time  of  the  inauguration  of  the  present  public  school 
system. 

In  the  fall  of  1868,  an  excellent  school  was  established  in 
the  town  of  Summit,  to  which  was  given  the  name  “Peabody 
School,”  for  the  reason  that  it  is  supported  in  part,  b}T  a munifi- 
cent donation  from  George  Peabody.  The  agent  of  that  fund, 
Dr.  B.  Sears,  came  to  Summit  in  the  summer  of  1868,  and  pro 
posed  that  if  the  citizens  would  contribute  $2,000,  he  would 
appropriate  $1,000  from  the  Peabody  fund,  and  thus  raise  a 
joint  fund  of  $3,000,  by  which  a first-class  school  could  be 
started  at  this  point. 

This  proposition  was  readily  accepted  by  the  Mayor,  and  a 
tax  was  levied  sufficient  to  produce  the  sum  of  $2,000,  and  the 
school  opened  on  the  first  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1868,  with 
twenty-seven  pupils,  and  two  teachers.  The  first  session  closed 
June  30,  1869,  with  142  pupils.  The  Council  again  levied  a 
tax  of  $2,000,  and  Dr.  Sears  furnished  $1,000,  and  the  sec- 
ond session  opened  on  the  first  Monday  of  September,  A.  D. 
1869,  and  closed  June  ‘30,  A.  D.  1870,  during  which  time, 
229  pupils  were  enrolled,  and  instructed  b}7  four  teach- 
ers. At  the  close  of  each  session,  the  whole  school  was 
subjected  to  a rigid  review  of  their  studies  in  a public  examina- 
tion; and  so  rapidly  had  it  obtained  in  public  favor,  and 
attracted  to  itself  so  much  of  general  approbation,  that  when 
it  was  made  known  to  the  citizens  of  Summit  that  the  build- 
ing occupied  could  no  longer  accommodate  the  school,  an  asso- 
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ciation  of  gentlemen  of  the  town,  incorporated  for  the  purpose, 
erected  a stately  building,  two  stories  high,  with  eight  com- 
modious apartments,  separated  by  airy  halls,  and  at  a cost  of 
about  $7,000 — in  which  building  the  third  session  of  the  school 
opened,  with  a eorps  of  six  accomplished  teachers.  A high 
school  was  now  attached  to  the  Peabody  School,  under  the 
same  government  and  same  principal.  The  third  session  closed 
June  30,  1871,  during  which  time,  349  pupils  had  been  en- 
rolled— 300  in  the  grammar  school,  and  49  in  the  high  school. 
The  leading  objects  of  establishing  the  high  school  was  to 
educate  young  gentlemen  and  young  ladies  for  teachers,  and 
prepare  students  for  a college  or  university  course.  The  fourth 
term  of  this  school  opened  on  the  first  Monday  in  September, 
A.  D.  1871,  under  circumstances  as  auspicious  as  ever.  It  will 
doubtless  compare  favorably  with  the  best  schools  in  the  State. 

The  little  town  of  Magnolia,  situated  ten  miles  south  of 
Summit,  on  the  railroad,  is  noted  for  its  good  schools — both 
public  and  private.  The  schools  there,  for  three  years  past, 
have  been  taught  by  two  highly  accomplished  ladies  holding 
certificates  of  the  first  grade;  and  the  number  of  pupils  en- 
rolled at  present  in  the  public  schools  of  that  place  is  140. 

As  many  as  two  private  schools  had  been  quite  regularly 
sustained  in  the  town  of  Osyka,  until  the  new  school  system 
was  put ’into  operation,  in  A.  D.  1870;  since  which  time  they 
have  been  converted  into  public  schools  for  a term  of  four 
months  in  each  year.  The  aggregate  number  of  pupils  in 
attendance  while  they  were  conducted  as  private  schools,  was 
75;  whereas,  the  number  enrolled  as  public  school  scholars, 
taught  by  the  same  teachers  during  the  last  session,  was  150. 

Oak  Grove  Academy,  situated  five  miles  south  of  Holmes- 
ville,  is  a flourishing  institution,  and  affords  superior  educa- 
tional advantages  to  advanced  pupils.  *It  was  attended  during 
the  last  session,  which  closed  June  30,  1871,  by  a respectable 
number  of  young  men  who  wished  to  prepare  themselves  for 
teaching  school — several  of  which  have  since  been  employed 
to  take  charge  of  public  schools  in  the  count}7.  The  Principal 
of  this  school  is  a thoroughly  classical  scholar,  and  under- 
stands well  the  theory  and  practice  of  teaching.  The  school 
was  established  in  1868,  by  several  intelligent  and  enterprising 
men  of  the  neighborhood  in  which  it  is  located,  who  properly 
appreciated  the  advantages  and  blessings  which  a liberal  edu- 
cation affords,  and  who  were  desirous  of  educating  their  chil- 
dren at  home.  So  far,  they  have  accomplished  their  object.  The 
school  is,  doubtless,  one  of  the  best  in  the  State.  Since  the 
inauguration  of  the  public  school  system,  it  has  been  constitu- 
ted a public  school  of  the  first  class,  for  a term  of  four  months 
in  each  year,  and  is  free  for  all  youth  of  legal  school  age  who 
reside  within  the  limits  of  the  district.* 

In  the  little  dilapidated  town  if  Holmesville,  a public  school 
of  the  first  grade  was  sustained  four  months  during  last  year, 
and  another  term  has  been  recently  commenced.  A small  pri- 
vate school  is  usually  kept  in  operation  for  three  or  four  months 
in  a year. 
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I will  now  conclude  by  saying,  that  I heartily  indorse  the 
views  of  Governor  Powers,  in  his  message,  where  he  recom- 
mends the  abolishing  of  Count}r -School  Boards,  and  the  ap- 
pointing of  three  School  Trustees  in  each  sub-district,  who, 
with  the  aid  of  the  County  Superintendent,  can  easity  manage 
the  public  school  business  of  the  county.  I made  the  same 
suggestion  in  my  annual  report  of  last  year.  This  plan  has 
been  thoroughly  tried  in  the  State  of  New  York,  and  it  works 
well. 

The  high,  moral  and  literary  character  of  the  Peabody  Pub- 
lic School,  of  Summit,  in  this  county,  as  well  as  its  remarkable 
success,  entitles  it  to  special  notice  ; and,  forms  although  it 
but  an  item  in  the  great  system  of  education  which  you  are 
laboring  to  advance,  it  ma}^  be  interesting  to  you  to  know 
something  of  its  history,  and  the  actions  of  the  Superintendent 
and  Board  of  Directors  of  this  county  in  relation  thereto. 

In  the  summer  of  1868,  Dr.  B.  Sears,  general  agent  of  the 
Peabody  Educational  Fund,  visited  Summit;  and,  linding  a 
thriving  village  of  2,000  inhabitants,  doing  a business  of  over 
a half  million  dollars  annually,  deemed  it  an  eligible  point  for 
a public  school,  that  might  be  made  of  advantage  to  the  town 
and  surrounding  country,  and  therefore  proposed  to  donate  a 
thousand  dollars  from  the  Peabody  Fund,  if  the  citizens  would 
raise  two  thousand  dollars — thus  constituting  a joint  fund  of 
three  thousand  dollars,  to  be  under  the  control  of  the  Mayor 
and  Councilmen  of  the  town  of  Summit.  This  fund  was  im- 
mediately raised,  and  a few  citizens,  to-wit:  W.  H.  Garland,  J. 
B.  Quin,  T.  R.  Stockdale,  and  C.  E.  Teunnison,  were  appointed 
by  said  Mayor  and  Councilmen,  a Board  of  Directors,  and  the 
school  was  put  in  operation  on  the  first  day  of  November, 
1868,  with  two  teachers — Rev.  C.  H.  Atkin,  Principal,  and  Mrs. 
Josephine  Newton,  Assistant — and  twenty-seven  pupils.  The 
same  session  closed  June  30,  1869,  with  142  pupils  and  three 
teachers.  The  second  session  opened  on  the  firsf,  Monday  in 
September,  1869,  and  closed  June  30,  1870 — during  which 
time  229  pupils  were  enrolled,  and  instructed  by  four  teachers. 
The  third  session  opened  on  the  first  Monday  of  September, 
1870,  and  closed  June  30,  1871,  and  300  pupils  were  instructed 
during  the  session. 

This  school,  even  before  the  close  of  the  second  session,  had 
made  such  a profound  impression  upon  the  people  of  Summit 
and  the  surrounding  community,  that  a large  number  of  citizens 
from  the  country  removed  their  families  here  to  educate  their 
children;  and  an  association  of  citizens,  incorporated  for  that 
purpose,  erected,  by  private  subscription,  a stately  building, 
with  eight  commodious  apartments,  separated  by  wide  and  airy 
halls,  at  a cost  of  about  seven  thousand  dollars — in  which 
building  the  third  session  of  the  school  was  held. 

At  the  close  of  each  session,  the  pupils  were  subjected  to  a 
thorough  examination  in  public,  of  so  extended  and  general  a 
character  as  to  preclude  the  idea  of  any  special  lesson  having 
been  prepared,  and  showing  that  it  was  simply  a review  of 
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studies ; and  the  progress  made  by  the  pupils,  as  shown  by 
their  examination,  was  gratifying  in  the  highest  degree. 

In  the  winter  of  1870-71,  when  the  County  Board  was  estab- 
lishing public  schools  in  the  county,  we  found  the  Peabody 
Public  School  in  successful  operation,  with  a corps  of  six  ac- 
complished teachers;  and,  upon  investigation,  it  appeared  that 
the  Board  of  Directors  had  selected  the  teachers  from  a large 
number  of  applicants,  by  the  test  of  a rigid  and  extended  ex- 
amination; and,  by  much  labor  and  correspondence,  had  availed 
themselves  of  all  the  approved  modes  of  teaching ; that  the 
different  departments  had  been  provided  with  maps,  charts,  etc. 
necessary  for  carrying  on  the  school;  that  a high  moral  and 
religious  sentiment  pervaded  the  institution,  and  that  it  was 
receiving  the  enthusiastic  support  of  all  lovers  of  education 
in  the  community. 

We  commissioned  the  same  teachers,  and  continued  the 
school  as  the  public  school  of  the  sub-District  of  Summit  for 
four  months — commencing  January  1,  1871;  at  the  end  of 
which  term — to-wit:  April  30,  1871 — we  turned  it  over  to  the 
Mayor  and  Councilmen  of  Summit. 

During  the  time  this  school  was  supported  by  the  School 
Fund  of  the  State,  the  Board  of  Directors  of  said  school  were 
retained  by  the  Cotmty  Board,  and  authorized  to  report  to  us, 
and  the  teachers  were  required  to  report  monthly — which  they 
did. 

That  the  County  Board  acted  wisely  in  supporting  this  school 
as  a public  school  of  the  State  for  four  months,  instead  of  es- 
tablishing another  school,  will  not  be  questioned  by  any  person 
of  intelligence;  for,  by  so  doing,  they  saved  to  the  School  Fund 
the  cost  of  erecting  a school  building  of  sufficient  capacity  to 
accommodate  three  hundred  pupils. 

The  Directors  assert  with  confidence' that,  during  the  exist- 
ence of  this  school,  the  pupils  thereof  have  acquired  knowl- 
edge with  a rapidity  and  accuracy  not  surpassed  by  any  insti- 
tution in  the  South. 

The  success  of  the  Peabody  Public  School  is  owing  to  the 
plainest  principles  of  political  economy.  In  the  outset  the 
Directory  established  the  rule  (which  has  been  scrupulously 
adhered  to)  that  while  denominational  interests  should  be  en- 
tirely ignored,  and  that  no  teacher,  however  well  qualified 
otherwise,  would  be  employed  without  an  established  charac- 
ter of  high  moral  and  religious  sentiment,  so  the  almost  unlim- 
ited influence  that  teachers  wield  over  pupils,  may  be  exerted  in 
leading  the  youthful  mind  to  think,  and  the  youthful  heart  to 
feel  in  a purer  moral  atmosphere  that  will  exclude  evil.  A 
division  of  labor  highly  advantageous  can  be  practiced  also. 
Three  hundred  and  fifty  students  can  be  so  classified  in  six  of 
seven  departments,  that  each  teacher  will  have  less  than  half 
the  number  of  classes  that  one  teacher  would  have  with  twenty - 
five  scholars  taken  indiscriminately  from  a neighborhood,  and 
consequently  have  the  benefit  of  more  than  twice  the  length  of 
time  in  reciting. 
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B asides,  one  teacher  may  be  in  temperament  and  skill  well 
adapted  to  imparting  knowledge  to  small  scholars,  while  he 
would  fail  in  charge  of  older  and  ruder  pupils,  and  the  reverse 
would  also  be  true  of  another;  but,  in  a large  school,  each 
teacher  can  be  placed  where  his  or  her  talent  can  be  rendered 
most  useful.  Sufficient  education  is  but  half  the  qualification 
of  a teacher. 

All  applicants  for  teachers’  places  have  been  subjected  to  a 
thorough  and  rigid  examination,  no  matter  what  recommenda- 
tions of  scholarship  they  might  have,  so  that  no  incompetent 
person  can  possibly  obtain  a situation  as  teacher. 

In  addition  to  these  precautions,  the  Mayor  and  Councilmen, 
acting  with  a becoming  promptness  and  energj^,  have  always 
given  this  school  their  strong  support  and  unqualified  ap- 
proval. And  no  inconsiderable  item  in  the  success  of  the 
school  is  the  fact  that  the  people  of  the  town  are  united  in 
their  earnest  approval  and  support  of  it. 


PONTOTOC  COUNTY. 


ST.  CLAIR  LAURENCE,  SUPERINTENDENT. 


My  report  has  been  dela}’ed  from  various  causes;  mainly, 
however,  for  want  of  Treasurer’s  report,  which  was  not  made 
till  January  5.  I have  had  to  neglect  my  business,  to  some  ex- 
tent, in  consequence  of  being  summoned  before  the  Federal 
Court,  at  Oxford. 

The  report  is  made  more  difficult  for  me,  because  of  the  be- 
ginning of  my  time  in  J uty,  after  many  of  the  schools  for  the 
year  had  closed. 

There  exists  much  prejudice  against  the  public  school  sys- 
tem. Efforts  were  made,  in  June  last,  to  close  all  the  colored 
schools,  by  the  Ku-Klux.  They  succeeded  in  but  one  instance; 
but,  in  consequence  of  this,  I find  it  difficult  to  employ  teach- 
ers for  the  colored  schools  now  opening.  I have  started  about 
thirty  white  schools  already,  but  have  been  able  to  get  teachers 
for  but  three  colored  schools.  I have  written  to  Northern 
teachers,  and  hope  to  be  able  to  start  five  more  of  these  schools 
in  ten -days. 

The  Directors  are  engaged  in  re-districting  the  county,  and 
I had  hoped  the  work  would  have  been  complete  ere  this,  that 
I might  make  this  report  conform  to  the  new  arrangement.  I 
have  begun  my  work  of  visiting  the  schools,  and  find,  a3  a 
general  thing,  more  interest  manifested  than  ever  before. 
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RANKIN  COUNTY. 

SAMUEL  PROCTOR,  SUPERINTENDENT. 

In  this  first  annual  report  as  Superintendent  of  Education  of 
Rankin  county,  Miss.,  I regret  that  I am  unable  to  make  as 
full  and  satisfactory  exhibit  as  I desire.  The  want  of  proper 
data  in  the  office  presents  the  difficulty.  Every  exertion  has 
been  made  to  obtain  from  the  different  townships  the  old 
books,  papers  and  notes  belonging  thereto.  Some  have  been 
found,  others  cannot  be,  and  those  on  file  give  but  a meagre 
and  imperfect  narration  of  the  manner  and  condition  of  the 
School  Fund.  Some  of  the  Sixteenth  Sections  were  sold 
several  years  ago,  and  the  proceeds  collected  and  loaned  to 
parties  who  were  solvent  at  the  time,  since  then  unable  to  pay. 
In  some  townships  school-houses  were  erected  with  part  of  the 
* proceeds  of  the  sales,  and  the  interest  distributed  among  the 
educable  children. 

This  was  not  universal — it  was  confined  to  some  townships. 
I do  not  think  that  any  township  received  the  full  benefit,  or 
that  in  any  was  that  benefit  conferred  that  might  have  been 
expected,  and  what  ought  to  have  been  received  from  this  grant 
of  the  Sixteenth  Sections.  Since  the  uresent  Board  organized 
under  the  law  of  1870,  very  little  has  been  realized  from  the 
Sixteenth  Section  Fund.  Many  notes  were  found  worthless — 
due  from  various  parties  for  borrowed  money — and  none  could 
be  collected.  Some  are  in  suit,  and  some  compromised  by 
reducing  the  amount  and  extending  the  time  of  payment. 
Interest  on  some  of  these  is  expected  this  winter,  which  will 
be  used  in  repairing  school-houses  in  the  townships  to  which 
the  funds  are  due.  A small  amount  of  interest  was  collected 
last  spring,  which  was  expended  in  repairs.  Owing  to  the 
short  crops  and  depressed  condition  of  the  county,  but  little  is 
expected  from  this  fund.  No  tax  has  been  levied  or  collected, 
and  none  was  asked  for  school-house  purposes,  as  a sufficient 
number  of  buildings  can  be  obtained,  free  of  charge,  for  schools 
at  present.  The  direct  tax  of  60  per  cent,  upon  the  State  tax, 
the  poll  tax,  and  the  pro  rata  share  of  the  State  school  tax, 
will  be  the  means  of  supporting  the  schools  the  coming  year. 
This  sum,  I hope,  will  enable  me  to  establish  and  maintain  two 
schools,  one  for  each  color,  in  each  sub-district  in  the  count}'. 
There  are  in  this  county  eighteen  whole  townships  and  eleven 
f actional  townships,  which  have  been  divided  in  twenty-four 
sub  or  school  districts.  There  has  been,  and  is  now  in  opera- 
tion, six  private  schools  for  a part  of  the  year — five  white  and 
one  colored. 

The  Female  Academy  in  this  place  has  been  organized,  for 
years,  as  a first-class  institution.  It  ranks  among  the  first  in 
the  State,  and  is  the  only  one  of  a high  character  that  has 
been  for  the  past  four  years — under  the  exclusive  control  of 
ladies;  the  average  attendance  about  eighty.  A boys’  school 
lias  also  been  maintained  here  for  many  years,  attended  by 
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about  forty  scholars.  The  Masonic  school  at  Fannin  has  sus- 
tained a high  character  as  a mixed  school  for  nearly  twenty 
years.  There  is  a flourishing  school  at  Cato,  and  one  was  sus- 
tained there  before  the  war.  Two  or  three  country  schools 
have  been  continued  since  the  public  schools  ceased,  and  have 
been  sustained  by  the  patrons  in  their  vicinity.  A colored 
school,  by  the  liberality^  of  A.  P.  Miller  (a  large  and  highly 
respectable  planter),  has  been  sustained  since  the  public  school 
ended  in  May  last.  These  schools  were  all  public  for  four 
months  during  the  year.  Thus  every  school  in  this  county  has 
a public  school  for  four  months  during  the  year.  In  the  main- 
tenance of  colored  schools,  I have  received  much  encourage- 
ment and  support  from  some  of  the  largest  and  most  respect- 
able planters  in  the  county.  In  three  or  four  instances  they 
have  tendered  school  buildings  and  fuel,  free  of  charge,  and 
encouraged  and  stimulated  the  schools. 

When  the  system  was  commenced,  early  in  the  year,  I was 
regarded  with  disfavor,  in  some  sections.  An  impression  was 
abroad  that  the  teachers  would  not  be  paid,  or  if  paid,  it  would 
be  in  County  Warrants,  at  the  time  much  depreciated.  Some 
opposed  it,  because  it  was  new,  and  some  because  they  were 
opposed  to  public  schools  that  had  for  their  object  the  educa- 
tion of  the  colored  race;  and  some  for  no  better  reason  than 
their  prejudices.  The  Female  Academy  in  this  place,  early  in 
May,  applied  for  the  benefit  of  the  School  Fund,  which  was 
granted,  and  the  male  school  was  changed  into  a public  one. 

Soon  after,  the  Masonic  school  at  Fannin  applied,  and  thus 
the  principal  schools  were  willing  and  anxious  to  avail  them- 
selves of  the  privileges  offered.  This  action  on  the  part  of 
these  schools,  and  the  corresponding  co-operation  of  the  Board, 
inspired  confidence  in  the  system — its  ability  to  meet  its  con-  v 
tracts — its  good  faith  in  executing  the  law.  The  Board  at  its 
first  meeting,  in  December,  1870,  provided^for  twenty-two 
schools  only,  as  that  was  the  number  for  which  applications 
had  been  made.  In  less  than  two  months,  applications  for 
more  than  thirty  schools  were  on  file;  and  during  the  year  the 
number  reached  thirty-nine.  This  number  enables  the  Board 
to  accommodate  some  of  the  educable  children  in  each  sub- 
district in  the  county.  The  Board  was  cramped  in  not  having 
a sufficient  number  of  competent  teachers  for  the  colored 
schools.  Some  were  employed  who  could  not  pass  a satisfac  • 
tory  examination,  but  were  selected  as  the  best  that  could  then 
be  obtained,  with  the  hope  that  they  would  be  induced  to  study 
and  improve,  so  in  the  future  they  might  be  competent.  This 
expectation,  I am  afraid,  will  not  be  realized,  and  they  will  be 
rejected  the  next  year,  and  a higher  standard  of  qualification 
adopted. 

Under  all  the  embarrassing  circumstances — the  experiment 
of  a new  and  untried  system,  the  want  of  funds  and  competent 
teachers,  the  prejudices  and  the  uncertainty  to  redeem  the 
pledges  made  —the  public  school  system  has  succeeded  in  this 
county  far  beyond  the  expectations  of  any,  the  most  san- 
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guine,  could  expect,  and  its  success  astonished  its  friends  and 
silenced  its  enemies;  and  is  now  hopeful,  an,d  promises  greater 
achievements  in  the  future. 

I will,  under  favor  and  with  much  diffidence,  give  my  views 
upon  some  of  the  defects  and  imperfections  of  the  school  law. 
The  present  pay  of  Directors  is  too  high,  and  liable  to  abuse. 
The  per  diem  ought  to  be  reduced,  and  the  mileage  abolished. 
The  county  has  paid  a large  amount  to  them — too  large  for  the 
work  performed  or  the  benefit  derived. 

The  salary  of, Superintendent  is  too  much  as  it  is  now  paid. 
If  a day’s  work  is  ready  done  and  honestly  performed  five  dol- 
lars per  day  is  not  too  much.  The  salary  paid  him  in  one  year 
ought  to  be  restricted  to  not  less  than  $400  or  more  than  $1,000. 

Under  the  present  law,  he  can  charge  for  any  working  day 
in  the  year,  without  rendering  proper  and  useful  service,  or 
without  his  labor  conferring  that  benefit  upon  the  public  for 
which  he  is  paid. 

Public  schools  should  be  conducted  with  strict  economy,  so 
the  greatest  good  could  be  accomplished  with  |tlie  least  ex- 
pense. All  connected  with  it — Teachers,  Directors,  and  Super- 
intendents— should  be  paid  a reasonable  compensation  for 
actual  work,  but  nothing  beyond  this.  If  the  Legislature 
would  reduce  the  per  diem  and  abolish  mileage  of  the  Direc- 
tors, the  same  service  could  be  performed  for  less  than  half 
the  present  pay;  and  restrict  the  salary  of  the  Superintendent, 
many  hundred  dollars  would  be  saved  and  added  to  the  School 
Fund.  If  the  Legislature  would  restore  the  privilege  tax  upon 
liquors,  and  have  it  paid  into  the  County  Treasury  for  school 
purposes,  I could,  in  this  count}7,  maintain  public  schools  for 
six  months  in  the  year  with  this,  the  poll  tax,  and  special  tax 
of  fifty  percent,  upon  the  State  tax.  This  would  be  equal  and 
just;  then  each  county  would  retain  what  amount  of  taxes  its 
citizens  paid  for  school  purposes.  It  would  be  expended 
among  them,  and  thus  remove  one  of  the  greatest  objections 
urged  against  the  plan  of  disposing  of  the  tax  upon  liquor.  If 
these  taxes  could  be  given  to  each  county  for  school  purposes, 
the  Superintendent  having  them  under  his  control  to  maintain 
the  schools,  would  use  due  diligence  in  having  them  collected 
and  paid  over  promptly. 

It  is  believed  that  if  this  was  the  law,  more  of  the  taxes 
would  be  collected  than  at  present.  The  Superintendent  would 
have  a direct  interest  in  the  assessing  and  collecting  the  school 
taxes.  This  would  make  each  county  self-sustaining,  and  the 
Superintendent,  knowing  the  amount  of  funds  under  his  con- 
trol, could  maintain  such  number  of  schools  for  such  time  as 
the  amount  would  justify.  He  could  then  have  his  funds  paid 
in  cash,  and  always  keep  the  school  warrants  to  par.  Under 
the  present  law,  his  funds  are  derived  from  two  sources — the 
first,  the  direct,  and  poll  taxes;  the  second,  the  pro  rata  share  of 
the  State  School  Fund.  The  first  can  be  collected  in  currency, 
the  second  is  paid  in  State  warrants,  •which  are  always  at  some 
discount.  Hence,  the  Superintendent  cannot  know  what  sum 
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he  is  entitled  to,  to  meet  liis  contracts.  If  he  could  command 
the  funds  that  under  this  change  would  come  under  his  control, 
he  would  be  certain  of  the  amount,  and  have  it  collected  in 
currency  and  be  prepared  to  pa}7  teachers  promptly. 

If  any  system  ought  to  be  based  upon  cash  and  prompt  pay- 
ments, it  ought  to  be  schools.  When  teachers  have  honestly 
and  faithfully  performed  the  labors  and  duties  of  the  school 
room,  prompt  payment  in  cash  ought  to  be  awarded  them. 
Then  reliable  and  competent  instructors  can  be  obtained  at 
reasonable  compensation,  for  their  pay  would  be  based  upon  a 
certainty,  both  as  to  time  and  kind.  * 

I deem  it  my  duty  to  make  another  suggestion.  Under  the 
present  law,  the  funds  arising  from  the  Sixteenth  Sections — 
rents,  sales  and  interest — must  be  applied  to  school-house  pur- 
poses. This  is  imperative  in  many  sections  of  this  count}7.  A 
sufficient  number  of  buildings  can  be  procured  without  rent  or 
cost,  for  present  purposes.  Some  of  the  citizens  of  the  townships 
have  refused  their  consent  to  the  sale  of  the  Sixteenth  Sections 
for  this  cause.  No  houses  are  needed  ; each  sub-district  is 
willing  to  furnish  a house  when  required.  The  great  desire  is 
funds  for  teachers,  instead  of  building  school-houses.  If  this 
fund  could  be  applied  to  the  payment  of  teachers,  in  the  dis- 
cretion of  the  township,  it  would  be  available  and  useful. 

I have  not  filled  up  some  of  the  tabular  statements  in  this 
report.  I do  not  possess  the  data  to  do  so.  If  I was  to  report 
by  what  is  on  file,  it  would  not  be  reliable,  and  might  mislead. 


SCOTT  COUNTY. 

J.  W.  LACK,  SUPERINTENDENT. 

The  public  school  system  opened  in  this  county  under  great 
pressure,  owing  to  its  novelty,  and  its  being  regarded  as  a 
political  measure;  but  since  the  people  have  learned  that  it  is 
a constitutional  provision,  they  have  become  reconciled,  and 
will  give  the  system  their  hearty  support,  provided  it  does 
not  become  too  burdensome. 

I would  suggest  that  the  tax  to  be  levied  to  create  the 
Teachers’  Funds  be  increased,  and  that  for  the  School-house  and 
Contingent  be  diminished,  from  the  fact  that  our  people  are 
willing  to  build  our  own  school-houses  if  they  can  be  furnished 
with  teachers. 

I also  would  suggest,*  that  the  Supervisors  be  instructed  to 
appoint  the  most  intelligent  men — such  as  will  act  impartially — 
doing  strict  justice  to  all  classes,  as  School  Directors. 

1 would  further  recommend,  that  the  old  School  Fund,  which 
is  now  in  the  hands  of  individuals,  be  collected  in  and  placed 
ifi  bulk,  so  the  interest  may  be  collected  at  one  time,  and  applied 
to  paying  off  the  teachers. 
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SIMPSON  COUNTY. 

i 

ISAAC  T.  ALEXANDER,  SUPERINTENDENT. 

The  Board  of  Public  Education  of  our  county  was  organized 
December  15,  1870;  after  which,  the  county  was  divided  into 
sub-districts,  embracing  the  old  Police  or  Supervisor’s  Districts. 
This  sub  division  is  only  to  remain  until  arrangements  can  be 
made  for  a more  convenient  and  permanent  division.  At  our 
organization,  we  found  the  county  without  a dollar  in  the 
treasury;  and  the  money  which  had  accrued  to  the  Common 
School  Fund,  from  the  sale  of  the  Sixteenth  Sections,  loaned 
out  to  individuals  without  being  properly  secured;  and  as  a 
natural  consequence,  it  passed  off  like  vapor  and  left  us  a bun-' 
die  of  old  notes.  These  worthless  notes,  and  4,480  acres  of 
unimproved  and  poor  land,  was  the  only  financial  (county) 
inducement  offered  for  the  establishment  and  maintenance  of 
public  schools  for  four  months,  for  a population  of  2,452  edu- 
cable  children.  With  the  hope  of  being  able  to  employ 
teachers, and  meet  our  liabilities  by  special  taxation,  until  the 
State  distribution  could  be  made,  we  organized  schools,  and 
levied  the  extent  allowed  by  law  for  teachers’  purposes,  and 
one-tenth  of  one  per  cent,  for  school-house  purposes. 

We  succeeded  in  procuring  some  of  the  houses  formerly 
used  for  private  schools,  *by  having  them  repaired.  We  also 
had  a few  built  for  temporary  use;  all  at  a cost  of  not  exceed- 
ing three  hundred  dollars.  Though  I must  say,  to  the  credit 
of  the  citizens  of  our  count}7,  that  such  happy  results  could 
not  have  been  accomplished,  with  so  small  an  expenditure,  had 
it  not  been  that  they  have  given  in  their  hearty  support  from 
the  first  organization  of  the  Board  to  the  present  time.  To  say 
that  the  people  of  our  county  are  not  willing  to  be  taxed  to 
promote  and  advance  the  general  educational  interests  of  the 
country,  is  doing  them  great  injustice.  It  is  true  there  may  be 
some  individuals  who  do  not  favor  the  system  of  public  educa- 
tion, but  those  characters  are  not  willing  to  be  taxed  to  support 
the  children  of  misfortune,  the  distressed,  the  inmates  of  the 
almshouse,  or  public  or  charitable  institutions  of  any  descrip- 
tion. As  a mass,  I believe  the  people  complain  less  about  the 
school  tax  than  any  other.  During  the  present  year  we  have 
established  and  kept  in  successful  operation,  for  four  months, 
twenty-two  white  and  seven  colored  schools,  attended  by  one 
thousand  and  three  pupils  (being  nearly  half  the  educable 
children  in  the  county),  and  taught  by  twenty  nine  white 
teachers,  at  a cost  of  $5,672  00,  making  an  average  salary  of 
$48  00  per  month. 

The  amount  collected  and  paid  into  the  County  Treasury, 
for  county  school  purposes,  including  the  State  distribution 
and  poll  tax  collected  to  December  7,  1871,  amounts  in  the 
aggregate  to  $7,788  45,  and  the  total  expenditures  to  $6,218  75, 
leaving  a balance  of  $1,569  70. 

No  outrages  of  any  description  have  been  committed  against 
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school  property  or  teachers  of  public  schools;  but,  on  the  other 
hand,'  citizens  have  proffered  to  donate  school  sites,  whenever 
the  Board  thinks  it  necessary  to  erect  larger  and  better  build- 
ings; which  we  intend  doing  as  soon  as  we  are  better  able. 
But,  I am  of  the  opinion,  that  School  Boards  should  go  very 
slow  on  the  school-house  and  school-furniture  question, 
especialty  in  poor  counties.  The  time  has  not  come  in  our 
county  for  building  large  and  costly  seminaries,  and  furnishing 
them  with  modern  school  furniture.  We  are  just  now  recover- 
ing from  the  effects  of  a devastating  war  that  impoverished’ the 
whole  country,  and  if  we  can,  by  economy,  lighten  the  public 
expense,  it  certainly  devolves  upon  us  to  do  so.  I don’t  oppose 
large  and  comfortable  school  buildings.  I think  they  ought  to 
be  built  when  counties  are  out  of  debt  and  sufficiently  wealthy 
to  pay  a large  school  tax  for  such  purposes  without  its  being 
oppressive;  but  I ignore  everything  like  extravagance  in  poor 
counties.  It  is  not  the  building  nor  the  furniture  that  imparts 
knowledge  to  the  youthful  mind,  but  the  teacher.  Let  the  ser- 
vices of  an  effective  corps  of  teachers  (with  books,  and  maps, 
and  globes),  be  secured,  and  the  youth  of  the  country  will  be 
educated,  and  the  public  mind  satisfied — be  the  school-room 
rude  as  it  may. 

As  frequent  complaints  have  been  made  to  the  State  Board 
of  Education,  in  regard  to  the  difference  made  in  the  salaries 
of  teachers,  I think  it  would  be  expedient  in  the  Legislature  to 
pass  a law  allowing  teachers  onhr  two  dollars  per  scholar  per 
month,  in  primary,  grammar,  and  mixed  grade  schools,  where 
tue  average  attendance  is  less  than  twenty  pupils.  Such  a law 
would  stop  the  complaints  that  are  made  against  School  Boards, 
as  it  would  then  be  with  the  teacher  whether  schools  of  that 
class  were  continued  or  not  after  they  fall  below  the  minimum 
attendance.  Some  teachers  think  they  ought  to  have  what 
they  first  contract  for,  if  the  average  attendance  is  not  more 
than  twelve  pupils,  and  heretofore  Boards  of  Directors  would 
lower  the  salaries  as  the  average  attendance  would  diminish. 
I also*  think  it  would  be  better  to  pay  school  officers  a stated 
salary,  out  of  the  common  school  fund. 

Our  Board  will  meet  in  January,  for  the  purpose  of  making 
arrangements  for  schools  another  year.  We  expect  to  estab- 
lish about  thirty-five,  and  can  carry  them  on  successfully  for 
four  months,  if  the  State  distribution,  on  the  first  of  MajT,  is 
anything  like  liberal. 


SMITH  COUNTY. 

©.  H.  THOMPSON,  SUPERINTENDENT. 

I herewith  transmit  nu^  report  of  the  condition  and  manage- 
ment of  the  public  schools  of  Smith  county,  for  the  year  end- 
ing December  31,  1871. 
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The  Board  of  School  Directors  was  organized  on  the  30th  of 
January,  last,  and  the  public  schools  commenced  on  February  6, 
following. 

The  county  was  divided  into  five  sub  school  districts,  each 
Supei  visor’s  district  constituting  a sub-school  district.  Sub- 
sequent^, the  fifth  was  divided  into  eleven  districts,  making 
fifteen  in  the  county,  but  in  my  tabular  report  I have  used  but 
five.  It  was  agreed  by  the  Board  that  each  member  should 
attend  to  all  the  business  pertaining  to  the  public  schools  in 
the  district  of  his  residence,  locate  schools,  employ  teachers, 
etc.,  and  report  to  the  Board  at  its  regular  meetings,  for  adop- 
tion. It  was  also  agreed  that  each  member  should  ascertain 
the  amount  and  condition  of  the  school  lands  and  funds  in  his 
district,  and  .report  the  same.  The  Superintendent,  relying  on 
this  aid,  has  been  disappointed.  None  of  them  rendering  a 
written  report,  consequently,  rendering  but  little  aid  in  that 
respect  to  the  Superintendent,  which  has  necessarily  delayed 
his  annual  report. 

The  Board,  by  ballot,  elected  A.  J.  McLaurin,  Esq.,  as  an  at- 
torney for  the  collection  of  the  claims  belonging  to  the  School 
Fund  of  the  county,  and  accordingly  ordered  the  Treasurer  to 
place  notes  in  his  hands  for  collection. 

• The  public  schools  were  started  under  favorable  auspices. 
The  people,  generally,  seemed  willing  to  support  them.  But 
the  internal  resources  of  the  county  are  not  adequate  to  the 
wants  of  the  people,  which  is  creating  a distrust  toward  the 
free  school  system,  which  is  magnified  by  those  who  are  op- 
posed to  its  introduction. 

The  Superintendent  has  granted  certificates  of  qualification 
to  forty-three  applicants  to  teach  in  the  public  schools  of  the 
county  (often  yielding  his  judgment  to  the  importunities  of 
the  patrons  of  the  school).  Forty  of  the  number  have  been 
employed  by  the  Board  to  teach  in  the  public  schools,  two  have 
taught  two  terms  of  four  months  each,  making  forty-two  pub- 
lic schools  in  the  county.  Teachers’  salaries  were  fixed  at  forty, 
sixty  and  eighty  dollars,  per  month,  corresponding  to  grade. 
Contracts  with  teachers  were  at  first  given  for  a term  of  ten 
months,  but  at  the  suggestion  of  the  State  Superintendent, 
they  were  reduced  by  the  Board  to  a term  of  four.  Three 
teachers  (one  white,  and  two  colored)  voluntarily  abandoned 
their  schools,  and  four  were  discontinued  at  the  instance  of 
the  Superintendent.  Forty  of  these  schools  were  for  the 
white,  and  two  for  the  colored  people. 

From  teachers’  reports,,  there  appears  to  be-  one  thousand 
one  hundred  and  forty-four  pupils,  enrolled  in  the  schools,  with 
an  average  attendance  of  seven  hundred  and  ninety-four.  The 
smallness  of  these  numbers  is  owing,  in  a great  measure,  to 
the  unfavorable  season  of  the  year,  and  the  personal  circum- 
stances of  the  patrons  of  the  schools,  many  being  compelled  to 
retain  their  children  at  home  to  assist  on  their  farms,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  protracted  heavy  rains  in  the  spring  of  the  year, 
and  also  to  assist  ingathering  the  crops  in  the  fall. 


These  schools  have  been  conducted  under  very  unfavorable 
circumstances.  The  meager  system  of  schools  in  the  county 
heretofore  affords  but  little  means  to  aid  the  introduction  of 
the  common  school  system.  It  exhibits  a want  of  educational 
interest  in  many  parts  of  the  county.  There  are  but  few 
school-houses,  and  what  few  there  are,  aue  in  bad  repair,  with  a 
few  exceptions,  and  but  poorly  furnished — being  almost  en- 
tirely without  fixtures  and  apparatus  for  conducting  a school 
property.  There  have  been  five  new  log  cabins  erected  by  the 
patrons  of  the  schools  during  the  year.  Churches  have  be3n 
used  in  many  places.  Bat  the  greatest  difficulties  with  teachers 
is  a want  of  books.  The  supply  of  books  is  wholly  inadequate 
to  the  conducting  of  schools  properly.  Teachers  have  per- 
formed their  duties  generally  as  well  as  could  be  expected  under 
the  circumstances.  A few  are  wanting  in  scholarship  and  ex- 
perience, and  some  in  efficiency. 

The  Board  of  School  Directors  have  persistently  refused  to 
adopt  a series  of  text-books,  and  also  to  purchase  school  sites, 
and  none  have  been  donated.  Consequently,  there  is  no  public 
school  property  worthy  of  note  in  the  county  of  the  kind. 

The  limits  of  the  law  have  been  reached  in  the  levy  of  tax 
on  the  taxable  property  of  the  connty  for  Teachers’  Fund,  lu; 
will  not  be  sufficient  to  pay  exceeding  fifty  per  cent,  of  teach- 
ers’ claims.  No  rents  accruing  from  school  lands — no  interest 
from  any  available  funds  in  the  county — not  a dollar  of  the 
old  school  funds  has  been  collected  and  paid  into  the  treasury. 

The  number  of  public  schools  for  the  ensuing  year  is  very 
uncertain.  The  Board  has  taken  no  action  in  regard  to  them, 
as  yet. 

The  views  and  acts  of  the  Superintendent  are  wholly  tram- 
meled by  the  Board  of  Directors — perhaps  for  the  better. 

I have  obtained  no  statistics  of  private  schools,  consequently, 
can  give  none.  A majority  of  the  Board  of  School  Directors 
are  avowed  enemies  to  the  public  school  system.  It  is’my 
opinion,  that  the  Board  of  School  Directors  should  be  abol- 
ished, and  their  per  diem  and  mileage  applied  to  the  Teachers’ 
Fund. 

For  the  better  success  of  the  common  school  system,  and 
placing  the  free  schools  on  a more  permanent  basis,  and  to  ex- 
cite a deeper  educational  interest  in  the  public  mind,  each  free 
school  should  be  placed  under  the  fostering  care  of  its  own 
patrons.  To  accomplish  this,  let  the  Legislature  pass  an  act 
sub-districting  the  county,  into  either  three  or  four  miles  square 
districts,  either  by  constituting  each  quarter  of  the  United 
States  townships  a sub-school  district,  or  four  miles  square  by 
the  section  lines.  A house  to  be  erected  as  near  the  center  as 
practicable — to  be  built  by  the  citizens  of  the  district — either 
by  a tax  on  the  district,  or  otherwise,  as  they  may  elect — and 
the  houses  furnished  with  the  necessary  fixtures  and  apparatus 
the  same  way;  but  all  to  be  under  legal  restrictions,  by  the 
County  Superintendent,  or  a school  inspector.  This  would 
break  up  the  old  landmarks  of  partiality,  which  too  often  gov- 
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ern  such  things,  and  would  place  schools  within  reach  of  every 
child  in  the  county,  and  protect  the  weak  against  the  strong; 
and  the  people  would  become  interested  in  the  common  school 
system. 

" Thus,  the  public  schools  would  become  permanently  estab- 
lished ; and,  as  the  country  became  more  prosperous  and 
densely  populated,  there  would  not  be  that  necessity  of  pulling 
down  and  building  up  again;  it  w'ould  only  require  additional 
schools  to  be  raised.  And,  moreover,  the  people  in  many 
places  would  sustain  the  schools  by  their  private  means,  for  a 
term  of  ten  months  in  each  year.  # 


SUNFLOWER  COUNTY. 

G.  W.  BOWLES,  SUPERINTENDENT. 

Unfortunate  circumstances  have  rendered  the  public  school 
system  a failure  in  the  present  county  of  Sunflower,  during 
the  year. 

Early  in  the  spring  it  was  formed  from  a portion  of  the  old 
county  of  Sunflower,  and  a portion  of  Washington  and 
Bolivar  counties;  the  act  creating  it  gave  to  the  county  of 
Leflore,  contrary  to  all  legislative  precedents,  all  of  the  resources 
of  the  former  county  of  Sunflower,  and  transferring  to  the  said 
county  of  Leflore  all  of  its  former  officers.  Shorn  by  said  act  of  a 
portion  of  its  land,  and  thus  crippled  in  its  resources;  left  by  the 
Executive  without  officers,  until  late  in  the  yea#r;  devoid  of 
efficient  organization  even  at  present. 

There  has  been  little  done  for  the  advancement  of  popular 
education  in  the  count}".  Settlements  here  are  sparse  and 
thinly  populated,  and,  while  the  people  generally  are  alive  to 
the  interests  of  educating  the  children  of  the  county,  the  Board 
of  Supervisors,  in  their  blind  zeal  of  economy,  failed  to  levy 
any  tax  for  school  purposes.  Without  organization,  and  thus 
left  without  resources,  I have  been  unable  to  establish  but  few 
free  schools  and  to  keep  them  in  operation  but  a short  time. 


TALLAHATCHIE  COUNTY. 

W.  B.  AVERY,  SUPERINTENDENT. 

In  transmitting  the  following  report,  it  is  with  pleasure  that 
I am  able  to  state,  that  the  public  school  system  of  this  county 
has  been  carried  on  with  a great  degree  of  success,  has  met 
with  very  general  approbation,  and  that  in  its  working  the 
greatest  amount  of  harmony  has  prevailed,  not  only  among 
the  school  officers  themselves,  but  the  teachers,  pupils  and 
parents  in  general. 

A— 18 
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The  free  school  s3Tstem  of  this  county  was  first  inaugurated 
at  the  beginning  of  the  present  year,  and  has  continued  in  oper- 
ation, in  different  localities,  throughout  the  county,  up  to  the 
present  time. 

The  first  Board  of  Directors  organized  pn  Monday,  January 
2,  1871,  and  consisted  of  Captain  W.  Stanley,  County  Super- 
intendent of  Education  and  President  of  the  Board,  Major  L. 
D.  Vincent,  W.  J.  Owen,  Wm.  B.  Avery,  John  Collins,  and 
Louis  Thomas,  as  Directors  from  the  different  districts  of  the 
county.  School  sites  were  at  once  located,  teachers  examined 
and  schools  put  in  operation,  as  rapidly  as  possible. 

Many  of  the  persons  desirous  of  teaching  were  bearers  of  the 
petitions  themselves,  for  a school  in  a certain  locality,  and  in 
most  instances,  if  found  qualified,  they  were  employed  to  teach 
the  school.  The  examinations  were  not  very  rigid,  but  suffi- 
ciently so  to  show  that  the  applicant  was  qualified  to  meet  the 
requirements  of  the  school.  Many  of  the  applicants  had 
already  been  teachers  in  their  neighborhoods,  and  in  some  in- 
stances, were  even  then  teaching  private  schools.  Every  such 
school  but  one,  in  the  whole  county,  was  at  once  converted 
into  a public  school,  and  continued  as  such  till  the  end  of  the 
session. 

On  examination,  it  was  found  that  -we  literally  had  no  means 
at  our  control,  save  the  money  to  be  raised  by  a special  tax. 
If  there  were  any  funds,  they  were  not  then  available,  and 
being  desirous  of  making  the  first  burden  of  taxation  as  light 
as  possible,  we  concluded  to  ask  only  for  a levy  to  be  made  for 
the  Teachers’  Fund,  and  let  each  locality  furnish  its  own  school- 
house.  The*  people  readily  accepted  that  arrangement,  and,  in 
every  instance,  comfortable  school  buildings  have  been 
provided. 

A uniform  series  of  school  books  was  decided  upon,  but  on 
account  of  the  difficulty  attending  the  procuring  of  them,  it  was 
only  recommended  and  not  made  obligatory.  Many  of  the 
children  already  had  books,  and  others,  on  account  of  the 
scarcity  of  money-,  had  no  means  of  procuring  others  than  those 
for  sale  in  the  stores  where  they  did  their  trading.  The  conse- 
quent want  of  uniformity  in  books,  was  something  of  a 
drawback,  but  being  mostly  beginners,  the  scholars  progressed 
rapidly,  and  at  the  close  of  the  four  months’  session,  had  made 
a very  considerable  advance  in  learning. 

So  far  as  my  observation  goes,  there  is  no  difference  as  to 
color,  in  the  advancement  of  the  primary  scholars,  children  of 
both  races  having  mastered  the  spelling-book,  with  equal  rapid- 
ity. The  area  ot  the  country  being  large  for  the  population, 
we  were  obliged  to  have  a large  number  of  schools  to  give 
suitable  school  facilities  to  all  the  children.  In  many  places 
there  are  settlements,  where,  though  twenty-five  scholars  were 
enrolled,  still  the  school  would  not  average  more  than  about 
eighteen  daily  attendance,  but  it  was  too  far  to  include  another 
settlement;  and  so,  rather  than  debar  any  from  the  privilege  of 
a school,  we  preferred  in  this,  our  first  and  experimental  year, 


275 


to  overrun  our  levy  for  teachers,  if  necessary,  to  give  all  a fair 
chance.  The  latter  we  have  successful^-  accomplished,  and  the 
former  we  have  not  done  to  any  great  extent. 

By  decreasing  the  salaries  of  the  teachers  in  small  schools, 
we  shall  be  able  to  have  a longer  session  next  j^ear,  and  not 
overrun  our  means,  and,  in  addition  to  that,  support  one  good 
high  school  at  the  county  seat  for  the  benefit  of  the  whole 
county,  and  employ  a teacher  of  the  first  grade,  for  at  least 
eight  months  in  the  year.  As  yet  we  have  had  no  school  of 
the  first  grade  in  this  county,  but  it  is  the  intention  of  the 
Board  of  Directors  to  establish  one  at  Charleston  next  year. 

The  salaries  paid  to  teachers  have  been  invariably  $75  00 
per  month  for  second  grade  schools,  and  $50  00  per  month 
for  third  grade  schools,  without  regard  to  age,  color  or  sex  of 
the  teacher,  and  most  of  them  can  be  obtained  again  for 
next  year.  When  a first  grade  school  is  established,  the  pub- 
lic schools  here  will  meet  all  the  demands  of  the  people,  and 
will,  we  are  quite  confident,  almost  entirely  supersede  the  pri- 
vate schools,  which  even  now  is  generally  the  case. 

The  resignation  of  Captain  Stanley  as  County  Superinten- 
dent, of  Major  Vincent  as  one  of  the  Directors,  and  the 
appointment  of  myself,  also  a Director,  to  the  office  of  County 
Superintendent,  caused  quite  a change  in  the  School  Board. 
The  vacancies  were  all  filled,  however,  in  accordance  with  the 
recommendation  of  the  County  Superintendent,  and  on  its 
organization  on  the  19tli  of  June,  was  composed  as  follows; 
For  three  years,  Messrs.  Sjrd.  Smith  and  Louis  Thomas;  for 
two  years,  Dr.  E.  H.  Bemis  and  John  Collins;  for  one  year,  Dr. 
J.  M.  Calhoun  and  W.  J.  Owen.  No  changes  have  since 
occurred,  and  they  are  all  men  having  the  deepest  interest  in 
the  subject  of  public  education,  and  in  whose  hands  J believe 
the  system  will  continue  to  prosper.  With  a good  Superinten- 
dent, I feel  satisfied  that  under  their  control  the  public  schools 
of  this  county  will  be  useful  and  productive  of  a vast  amount 
of  good  to  all. 

From  the  commencement  of  the  present  system  to  this  time., 
there  has  never  been  any  hindrance  or  molestation  of  any  kind 
to  a school  or  teacher,  save  in  one  instance,  before  reported, 
and  that  was  of  a private  nature.  On  the  contrary,  the  people 
have  very  generally  manifested  a great  deal  of  interest  in  the 
schools,  and  the  progress  of  their  children;  and  the  system  is 
rapidly  becoming  popular.  The  closing  exercises  at  the  end 
of  the  session  were  generally  attended  by  the  whole  neighbor- 
hood, and  the  day  recognized  as  a holiday.  It  was  my  good 
fortune  to  be  present  on  many  of  those  occasions,  and  the 
examinations  generally  reflected  much  credit  on  both  pupil  and 
teacher.  While  I did  not  encourage  prepared  exhibitions,  I 
did  recommend  to  all  the  teachers  the  custom  of  public  exami- 
nations, or  reviews  of  their  studies  at  the  close  of  the  term. 

As  it  is  necessary  that  the  teachers  should  keep  well  in 
advance  of  the  pupils,  especially  when  both  are  beginners,  I 
think  that  the  standard  of  qualification  necessary  to  obtain  a 
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certificate  as  teacher,  should  be  raised  next  year;  and  gradually 
raised  every  year  after  that — till  at  last  the  applicants  must  be 
very  thorough  scholars  to  be  able  to  obtain  a certificate. 

The  report  in  regard  to  School  Lands  and  Sixteenth  Section 
Funds,  is  rather  incomplete,  but  the  claims  are  in  the  hands  of 
Colonel  W.  H.  Fitzgerald,  attorney  for  the  Board,  and  will  be 
pushed  as  rapidly  as  the  nature  of  things  will  admit. 

We  hope  next  year  to  receive  some  practical  benefit  from 
that  source.  In  other  respects,  I believe  this  report  wdll  be 
found  to  be  quite  complete.  It  was  found  bjr  the  Board  to  be 
impracticable  to  number  the  school  districts  by  townships,  so 
we  call  each  Supervisor’s  district  a sub-school  district,  and 
number  each  school  in  the  sub-district.  Though  not  in  accord- 
ance with  your  instructions,  it  was  the  best  we  could  then  do. 


TIPPAH  COUNTY. 

T.  B.  WINSTON,  SUPERINTENDENT. 

The  public  school  system  of  Tippah  county  was  inaugurated 
Nov.  1,  1872,  by  the  appointment  of  W.  E.  Rogers,  County  Su- 
perintendent, who  at  once  proceeded  to  organize  the  Board  of 
School  Directors.  The  Directors  were  mostly  jroung  men,  but 
of  good  qualifications.  They  divided  the  county  into  twenty- 
five  districts  of  about  four  miles  square,  with  the  lines  of  the 
Supervisor’s  Districts  as  bases.  These  lines  were  afterwards 
abolished  in  two  Supervisor’s  Districts,  which  at  present  con- 
stitute only  two  school  districts.  Teachers — geneially  those 
who  had  previously  taught  in  the  county — were  employed  and 
paid  according  to  the  grade  of  their  certificate,  as  follows: 
first  grade,  $80 ; second  grade,  $60 ; third  grade,  $40,  per 
month. 

Every  private  school  in  the  county  suspended  during  the 
public  term,  and  I am  sorry  to  state  that  but  very  few  of  them 
ever  resumed  operations.  The  attendance  at  the  public  schools 
was  unprecedentedly  large,  and  the  advancement  of  the  pupils 
as  good  as  usual.  Considerable  dissatisfaction  was  manifested 
in  regard  to  public  schools  at  the  inception  of  the  system,  but 
not  more,  probably,  than  alwa}Ts  exists  upon  any  innovation  on 
old  and  life-long  customs.  Some  of  the  dissatisfaction  arose 
from  the  fact  that  the  appointee  for  County  Superintendent 
was  not,  morally,  such  a man  as  the  county  desired;  and  again, 
on  account  of  the  manner  our  finances  were  conducted.  I hope 
that,  by  prudence  and  circumspection  on  my  part,  this  feeling 
may  §oon  be  removed.  A decidedly  large  majority  of  our  citi- 
zens have  given  the  system  their  cordial  and  hearty  support 
from  its  beginning,  while  those  who  were  opposed  to  it  did_ 
nothing  to  prevent  the  school  officers  from  executing  the  law\ 

Although  I was  appointed  County  Superintendent  in  March, 
1871 — after  the  schools  were  organized — I can  speak  advisedly 
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of  the  teachers  of  the  public  schools,  since  I was  present  at 
most  of  the  examinations  for  certificates.  As  a class,  they 
will  compare  favorably  with  those  of  any  county  in  the  State. 
But  few  of  them  have  enjoyed  the  benefit  of  a high  school  or 
collegiate  course  of  study,  and  not  one  ever  attended  a 
“ Training  School  for  Teachers.”  Of  course,  this  defect  is  felt 
and  deplored,  but  it  is  their  misfortune,  and  not  their  fault.  At 
this,  the  close  of  the  first  year  of  public  school,  I can  say  that 
the  teachers,  with  few  exceptions,  have  discharged  their 
duties  with  fidelity. 

Of  the  claims  in  this  report,  only  $5,259  75  is  positively  se- 
cure, and  paying  interest  annually ; the  remainder,  which  is 
reported  “ secured,”  was  compromised  by  the  Board  of  Police 
in  1867-68.  Suits  have  been  instituted  to  have  that  action 
set  aside  and  the  original  deed  in  trust  restored,  and  a decree 
of  Chancery  has  been  obtained  to  that  effect;  but,  in  conse- 
quence of  an  appeal  to  the  Supreme  Court,  the  matter  is  unset- 
tled. They  are  for  a part  of  the  Chickasaw  School  Fund,  which 
was  sent  to  the  county  about  twenty  years  ago  and  loaned  to 
ndividuals.  They  have  yet  to  be  divided  with  Benton  and 
Union  counties,  since  they  were  in  part  composed  of  portions 
of  Tippah. 

The  340  acres  of  land,  and  the  town  lots,  were  acquired  by 
purchase  at  trustee’s  sales  of  the  same  to  prevent  the  sacrifice 
of  the  fund.  As  this  property  has  to  be  divided,  some  measure 
should  be  adopted  by  the  present  Legislature  to  enable  the 
Directors  to  sell  it.  The  present  law  applies  to  township 
lands;  whereas,  this  belongs  to  the  county  at  large,  and  the 
expense  of  holding  an  election  to  sell  it  would  almost  consume 
the  entire  proceeds  of  the  sale. 

But  few  school-houses  have  been  built,  and  those  in  the  sec- 
tions of  the  count}'-  that  were  entirely  destitute,  or  where  they 
were  needed  for  the  colored  schools.  I have ! the  majority  of 
them  supplied  with  blackboards,  but  with  nothing  else  in  the 
line  of  furniture. 

No  tax  for  School-house  Fund  was  levied  for  1871,  the  Board 
of  Directors  thinking  it  best  to  use  the  interest  of  the  Chicka- 
saw Fund  for  that  purpose.  For  1872,  a tax  of  one  to  six  mills 
was  levied,  according  to  the  requirements  of  the  respective 
districts. 

The  tax  of  five  mills,  for  1871,  raised  $6,795  52,  Teachers’ 
Fund  ; that  of  four  mills,  for  1872,  raises  $3,500,  net,  of  the 
commissions  and  insolvencies.  As  we  knew  blit  little  of  the 
law  at  the  time,  no  contingent  tax  was  levied.  We  pay  the 
Directors  from  the  Teachers’  Fund,  and  buy  wood,  etc.,  with 
School-house  Fund. 

In  organizing  my  schools  for  1872,  I find  considerable  diffi- 
culty in  procuring  suitable  teachers,  in  consequence  of  which 
a number  of  schools,  white  and  colored,  are  still  without  teach- 
ers. The  Legislature  reduced  the  per  centum  of  the  tax  to  be 
levied,  which,  with  the  exemptions  and  low  assessments,  made  the 
amount  of  direct  school  tax  raised  in  this  county  very  small 
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indeed — only  83,500  income  from  Chickasaw  Fund,  paid  by  the 
State  ; individuals,  $3,800;  poll  tax,  $2,400 — if  collected — 
which,  with  the  income  from  the  State  Fund,  will  probably 
make  about  $10,000.  With  this  sum  I must  furnish  school 
facilities  for  nearly  4,000  children  during  four  months  in  the 
3rear,  and  pay  The  per  diem  and  mileage  of  six  Directors.  When 
you  consider  that  this  entire  amount  is  in  State  certificates 
and  Auditor’s  warrants,  worth  not  more  than  seventy -five  cents 
on  the  dollar  in  our  county  maiket,  }tou  can  realize  something 
of  the  difficulty  that  is  to  be  overcome  in  successfully  carrying 
on  our  schools.  The  act  making  the  school  and  poll  tax  re- 
ceivable in  this  sort  of  funds  is  ruinous  in  its  effects,  and  may 
prove  an  injury  to  the  system  that  ages  will  not  suffice  to 
obliterate.  It  is  already  fast  driving  teachers  of  merit  and 
worth  from  the  public  schools,  and  all  who  can  do  so  are  pre- 
paring to  go  into  other  business  or  remove  to  other  fields.  The 
pay  of  a third  grade  teacher  is  but  little  better  than  the 
farmer  paj's  for  hands  to  grub  and  plow,  and  the  veriest  cob- 
bler at  ai^  trade  can  make  better  wages  than  the  salary  of  a 
second  grade  teacher.  Yet  these  low  salaries  afford  no  relief 
to  the  tax  payer,  since  he  must  pay  the  par  value  of  these  de- 
preciated certificates  in  the  end.  Can  you  not,  by  some  means, 
prevail  on  the  present  Legislature  to  make  all  tax  payable  in 
currency,  and  thus  remove  the  incubus  which  is  crushing  the 
life  out  of  our  system  of  public  schools  and  bankrupting  the 
State  ? 

The  County  Superintendent  should  have  a salary  sufficient 
to  justify  him  in  devoting  his  entire  time  to  the  duties  of  the 
office;  The  Board  of  Directors  in  this  county  are  in  favor  of 
the  abolishment  of  the  office,  and  placing  all  their  duties  in 
the  hands  of  the  County  Superintendent. 

Since  the  salaries  of  the  different  grades  have  been  fixed  by 
law,  would  it  not  be  advisable  to  have  the  requirements  of 
them  fixed  also  ? I also  think  that  the  school  tax  should  be 
levied  by  the  school  officers. 

A bill  to  prevent  too  frequent  changes  in  text  books  would 
have  a salutary  effect;  since  it  would  make  school  officers  more 
careful  in  adopting  books,  if  they  were  Required  to  continue 
their  use,  say,  four  or  five  years. 


. TISHOMINGO  COUNTY. 

J.  T.  FREEMAN,  SUPERINTENDENT. 

I was  appointed  to  the  position  which  I occupy,  May  1,1871. 
My  predecessor  gave  you  an  elaborate  report  for  his  term  to 
that  date. 

You  will  perceive,  by  reference  to  my  statistical  report,  that 
we  have  had  in  our  county  thirty-nine  schools  in  operation 
this  fall  of  the  white  population,  and  three  colored  schools  ; 
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more  of  the  latter,  in  proportion  to  numbers,  have  attended, 
than  of  the  former.  I am  pleased  to  sa}^  that  the  colored  popu- 
lation in  this  county  are  less  disturbed  in  the  exercise  of  all 
their  legal  rights  than  in  any  other  county  in  the  State.  The 
prices  paid  the  colored  teachers  were  equal  to  those  paid  the 
whites,  according  to  the  grade  of  the  schools. 

The  acerbity  of  feeling  and  opposition  to  the  common  school 
sj’stem,  reported  by  my  predecessor,  passed  away,  in  a great 
measure,  with  his  administration.  We  will  be  able,  I think, 
with  close  financiering,  to  pay  all  our  teachers’  warrants.  We 
would  have  been  able  to  have  done  better  but  for  the  delay  in 
the  distribution  of  the  State  Fund  to  the  county.  Our  income 
from  old  claims  will  be  a far  better  average  than  most  other 
counties.  For  facts,  see  statistical  report. 

Our  people,  generally,  are  poor — their  lands  are  poor,  and 
they  are  necessarily  economical,  but  they  pay  their  school  tax 
readily,  though,  as  all  descendants  of  English  blood  do,  they 
complain  often,  more  in  the  way  of  boasting  than  real  com- 
plaint. A genuine  Englishman  or  American  loves  to  grumble 
at  his  tax.  Fie  would  not  give  up  the  privilege  for  what  it 
costs. 

As  to  amendments  to  the  law,  I hesitate  to  speak  boldly, 
where  wise  men  have  labored  so  arduously,  for  I am  aware  that 
in  most  features  our  laws  are  a digest  of  older  State  laws,  pass- 
ing the  crucible  of  several  decades  of  probation.  I do  not 
think  the  County  ScliooTBoard  should  be  abolished.  It  will 
necessarily  become  less  expensive  as  the  plan  becomes  familiar 
to  them — the  Superintendent  and  the  people.  In  our  county 
they  meet  but  once  a quarter,  and  generally  get  through  in  one 
day,  since  division  and  organization  of  the  county.  Next  year, 
I do  not  think  they  will  meet  more  than  semi-annually.  They 
divided  the  county  into  six  Directors’  Districts,  containing  a 
fair  portion  of  sub  or  school  districts.  By  common  consent, 
each  Director,  in  connection  with  the  County  Superintendent, 
supervises  that  Director’s  District. 

If  it  is  deemed  best  that  the  County  Superintendent’s  office 
be  made  elective,  I would  most  urgently  suggest  that  it  be  put 
in  the  hands  of  the  Directoiy.  Let  him  be  elected  by  the  Board 
of  County  Directors,  and  let  his  salary  be  stated — say  $900  per 
annum.  Good  talent  can  be  procured  at  that,  and  he  being  de- 
pendent on  the  Board,  they  will  see  to  it  that  he  does  his  duty. 
I would  be  pleased  that  you  call  the  attention  of  Flon.  C.  A. 
Sullivan,  Senator  from  Oktibbeha,  and  lion.  J.  M.  Stone,  Sena- 
tor from  this  District,  to  this  subject. 

I would  be  pleased  that  in  the  question  of  teachers’  salaries, 
some  approximation  to  the  old  law  of  this  State  might  be 
made.  Say,  pay  to  teachers,  full  pay  per  diem  for  indigent 
scholars — say  twelve  cents  per  da}r,  and  eight  cents  per  day  for 
those  able  to  pay,  letting  them  pay  the  remaining  four  cents 
per  day.  This  all  looks  to  primary  scholars.  A higher  price 
for  other  grades.  This  would  enable  us  to  run  the  schools 
longer.  Our  short  sessions  are  to  be  deprecated,  as  only  better 
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than  no  school  at  all.  The  present  system  of  short  terms  de- 
ranges our  private  schools,  while  we  do  not  reach  the  end  to 
the  fullest  measure  of  our  purposes  as  public  educators.  I 
'will  answer  for  this  county,  that  it  will  be  pleased,  and  I see 
no  reason  of  complaint  from  other  quarters.  Colored  people 
willingty  pay  their  pro  rata  when  they  can,  and  would  willingty 
adopt  it  when  they  see  that  they  could  have  permanent  schools 
nearly  the  entire  year,  by  this  s.ystem. 

We  shall  have  several  candidates  for  the  scholarships  in  the 
two  Universities.  Some  of  them  from  parties  who  at  first  op- 
posed the  S3Tstem,  but  now  yield  their  objections,  and,  like  pru- 
dent and  wise  men,  resolve  to  make  the  best  of  it. 

I do  not  propose  to  be  so  well  versed  in  the  working  of  the 
S3’stem  as  to  suggest  further.  I advise  my  people,  on  all  oc- 
casions, to  live  quiet  lives,  and  pay  due  respect  to  all  laws,  and 
if  they  are  not  pleased,  take  legitimate  steps  in  a dignified  way 
to  amend. 


TUNICA  COUNTY. 

C.  W.  DUNAWAY,  SUPERINTENDENT. 

I would  most  respectfully  state,  that  during  the  past  }’ear  we 
have  had  constructed  in  this  county,  heretofore  celebrated  for 
not  having  a church  or  school-house  within  its  limits,  ten  first 
rate  school-houses,  equal  to  any  in  the  land  for  comfort,  beauty 
and  convenience,  and  it  is  now  the  pride  and  boast  of  all  right- 
thinking  men — and,  I may  say,  this  includes  the  majority  of 
the  leading  citizens  of  the  county — that  we  have  school-houses 
where  all  can  be  educated  under  the  present  school  S3Tstem. 
To  the  energy  of  the  Commissioners  appointed  by  the  Board 
of  School  Directors,  Messrs.  M.  J.  Manning,  T.  J.  Woodson 
and  L.  M.  Deering,  are  we  indebted  for  these  ornaments  to  our 
county. 

We  have  also  the  most  of  them  well  furnished  with  modern 
school  furniture.  As  fast  as  these  houses  were  completed  and 
received,  and  teachers  could  be  employed,  we  have  established 
schools  which  have  been  well  attended  until  recently,  when 
many  parents  were  compelled  to  have  the  services  of  the  chil- 
dren, to  assist  in  gathering  their  crops;  but  as  long  as  the 
attendance  justified,  we  have  kept  the  schools  going.  Chil- 
dren and  parents  have  manifested  much  interest,  and  the  results, 
under  the  circumstances,  have  been  highly  satisfactory;  more 
so,  in  fact,  than  we  had  a right  to  anticipate,  considering  the 
disadvantages  we  had  to  labor  under  in  the  beginning  of  the 
year,  it  being  utterly  impossible  to  procure  suitable  buildings 
for  the  use  of  schools.  We  hare  been  unable,  owing  to  not 
having  the  acts  of  the  Legislature,  of  1871,  to  fully  carry  out 
our  desires  and  wishes  in  regard  to  teachers,  etc.,  etc.  But 
being  now  in  possession  of  suitable  buildings,  and  the  ad- 
vantage of  experience  to  some  extent,  we  look  forward  to 
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the  coming  year  to  be  better  able  to  conduct  the  schools  with 
more  S3rstem  and  regularity  than  heretofore,  and  thereby  to 
give  the  S3Tstem  a more  thorough  trial  and  test  its  merits. 

Being  unable,  then,  to  suggest  anj-  improvements,  we  have 
simply  to  add,  in  conclusion,  that  it  is,  to  say  the  least,  more 
satisfactory  to  all  than  no  schools  at  all. 


WARREN  COUNTY. 

M.  S.  HASIE,  SUPERINTENDENT. 

The  present  report  contains,  under  the  head  of  General  Sta- 
tistics, information  of  greater  magnitude  and  comprehension, 
b3T  far,  than  was  embodied  in  that  of  last  year.  The  number 
of  pupils,  wrhite  and  colored,  enrolled,  shows  an  increase  of 
over  four-fold,  and,  indeed,  continued  additions  wTill  soon  swell 
to  a number  that  will  prove  the  success  of  the  public  school 
S3’stem.  Messrs.  Lea  Lea,  attorneys  for  the  School  Board, 
are  pushing  some  suits,  in  order  to  obtain  possession  of  School 
Lands,  but  with  no  result  up  to  this  time. 

The  attention  of  the  School  Superintendent  of  State  is  re- 
spectfully called  to  the  insignificant  remuneration  allowed  the 
County  Superintendent  for  services — about  $600  per  annum,  in 
county  warrants. 

There  are  just  now  completed,  in  Warren  county",  twelve  new 
school-houses,  24  b3r  40  feet,  and  14  feet  high  in  the  clear;  on 
foundations  of  brick;  an  abundance  of  light  and  ventilation — 
the  ventilation  is  obtained  b3T  a fan  door  in  the  center  of  the 
ceiling,  operated  by  cords — two  fixed  slat  Venetian  blinds  are 
placed  in  the  gable-ends  of  the  building — thus  creating  a con- 
stant and  free  circulation  of  fresh  air  all  the  time;  the  inside 
finished  with  good  matched-dressed  flooring;  wainscoting  ex- 
tending all  around  the  room  as  high  as  window-sills,  neatly 
headed  and  capped,  and  made  of  matched,  seasoned,  dressed 
lumber;  secretly  nailed  doors  with  large  transoms;  and  all  the 
openings  neatty  cased  both  inside  and  outside;  the  framing- 
done  in  the  most  thorough  manner,  and  covered  with  first-class 
dressed  weather-boarding;  good,  strong  steps,  well  boxed  in, 
lead  to  the  doors;  the  roof  extends,  or  projects,  over  building, 
all  around,  three  feet,  and  is  covered  with  the  best  heart-cypress 
shingles.  Each  building  is  situated  on  one  acre  of  ground, 
neatly  inclosed  in  a high  picket  fence;  a good  double  privy, 
with  deep  vault  well  curbed;  and  cistern  walled  in  and  strongly 
arched  with  brick  and  cement;  all  the  wood-work  is  well  painted 
with  three  coats  of  best  lead  and  oil  paint;  and  the  entire  in- 
sides of  the  school-buildings  finished  with  two  rich  coats  of 
brown  mortar,  neatly  whitewashed.  Each  house,  with  its  ap- 
purtenances, cost  $2,390,  in  school  paper,  that  is  selling  now  for 
about  sixty-five  cents  on  the  dollar.  It  should  be  at  par,  had 
its  price  not  been  controlled  Ity  a ring  of  speculators,  whose 
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interest  it  is  to  depreciate  this  paper,  buy  it  in,  and  after  hold- 
ing for  a few  months,  use  it  again  at  its  par  value  or  very  near 
it.  If  the  law  had  provided  for  the  collection  of  school  taxes 
in  the  currency  of  the  country,  and  nothing  else,  this  could 
not  be  done  ; and  in  that  case,  the  people  would  be  obliged  to 
pay  less  tax,  and  at  the  same  time  the  schools  could  have  more 
money. 

I think  our  present  School  Law  a vast  improvement  over 
no  school  law;  but  am  thoroughly  convinced  that  it  could  be 
very  much  bettered.  It  is  certainly  very  defective  in  many 
particulars.  I am  glad  to  state,  however,  that  it  has  accom- 
plished great  good  in  my  county,  in  demonstrating  to  all  classes 
the  superior  advantages  to  be  derived  from  a uniform  system 
of  public  instruction,  it  has  become  very  popular.  Vicksburg 
has  always  been  rated  for  its  superior  private  schools.  Two 
years  ago,  there  were  about  twelve  well  attended  schools,  with 
competent  teachers,  all  in  a very  flourishing  condition ; to-day, 
there  are  not  more  than  six  or  seven  left — so  poorly  patronized 
that  they  can  scarcely  exist,  except  that  one  under  Catholic 
management,  although  very  competent  teachers  are  employed 
in  all. 

I am  glad  to  be  able  to  report  another  change  greatly  assist- 
ing in  the  introduction  and  permanent  establishment  of  our 
public  schools.  I refer  to  the  difficulty  at  first  experienced  in 
obtaining  competent  teachers  for  colored  schools.  At  first  it 
was  thought  a disgrace  to  have  anything  to  do  with  a colored 
school,  while  now,  we  have  some  of  the  most  respectable  old 
citizens  in  our  county  teaching  in  colored  schools,  and  others 
applying  for  such  positions.  The  School  Board  of  the  city  of 
Vicksburg  will  make  a great  effort  during  the  year  1872,  to 
erect  two  first-class  school  buildings  for  graded  schools,  such 
as  characterize  our  Northern  and  Western  cities. 

I would  suggest  that  the  present  method  of  levying  school 
taxes  be  changed;  that  the  Board  of  Supervisors  have  nothing 
to  do  with  it;  but  everything  relating  to  school  affairs  be  placed 
in  the  hands  of  school  officers ; and  that  the  school  tax  should 
be  made  payable  only  in  the  currency  of  the  country — green- 
backs. 

I would  also  suggest  that  an  annual  salary  be  paid  to  County  ' 
Superiniendents,  in  proportion  to  the  amount  of  labor  to  be 
performed;  and  let  that  salary  be  large  enough  to  secure  the 
services  of  men  qualified  to  properly  fill  the  office.  As  it  is 
now,  some  teachers  receive  nearly  double  the  pay  of  the  Coun- 
ty Superintendent. 

CITY  OF  VICKSBURG. 

As  this  report  will  indicate,  the  public  schools  of  the  city 
of  Vicksburg  are  progressing  in  a very  satisfactory  manner. 
It  is  to  be  regretted  that  so  little  information  is  given  about 
private  schools.  Frequent  attempts  have  been  made  to  obtain 
this  information,  but  without  success,  except  in  two  instances. 
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They  seem  to  feel  antagonistic  to  public  education,  and  are  un- 
willing to  do  anything  to  assist  it.  The  law  requires  the  Treas- 
urer and  Assessor  to  furnish  the  Superintendent  with  certain 
information,  but  this  has  not  been  done. 

The  pay  of  the  Superintendent  of  Education  of  this  city 
amounted  to  about  three  hundred  dollars  in  currency,  for  the 
3Tear,  as  he  is  paid  in  county  warrants,  worth  about  fifty  cents 
on  the  dollar,  the  .finances  of  the  county  being  in  a bad  con 
dition,  owing  to  the  poor  financial  ability  of  the  Board  of  Su- 
pervisors. It  seems  to  be  a defect  in  the  law,  that  the  Superi- 
ntendent of  Education  of  the  cit}'  is  not  paid  from  the  city 
school  fund. 


WAYNE  COUNTY. 

THOMAS  HUTCHINSON,  SUPERINTENDENT. 

The  observations  which  follow,  applicable  to  the  school  ope- 
rations of  Wayne  county,  have  two  bearings,  general  and 
particular — general  first.  Wayne  county  is  one  of  the  oldest 
and  poorest  in  the  State.  Its  soil,  with,  the  exception  of  here 
and  there,  limited  spots,  is  naturally  very  sterile  and  unproduc- 
tive. Age  and  extent  of  territory  considered,  its  population  is 
sparse,  and  wealth  small.  Heretofore,  as  the  rule,  education 
has  only  followed  the  accumulation  of  wealth — one  in  propor- 
tion to  the  other;  consequently,  in  such  a county  as  Wayne, 
education  among  the  masses  has  been,  up  to  the  present,  at  a 
low  standard.  The  many  have  had  to  plod  their  way  in  dark- 
ness, while  the  few  have  wielded  the  political  power,  as  is 
common  everywhere  under  such  circumstances,  in  favor  of 
individual  instead  of  in  behalf  of  the  community  at  large. 
For  instance,  the  school  funds  of  the  county,  derived  from 
various  sources,  have  not  been  employed  to  promote  the  bless- 
ings of  education;  but,  on  the  contrary,  have  rather  constituted 
material  to  a set  of  rapacious  hands  at  work  in  a jostling 
scramble  to  seize  all  without  returning  any  equivalent  what- 
ever. Some  borrowed  in  good  faith  and  with  honest  inten- 
tions; others,  perhaps,  with  fraudulent  design  from  beginning 
to  end.  In  some  cases  deficient  securities,  ginger-bread  bonds, 
and  statutory  bars  of  limitation ; in  other  cases,  revolution, 
bankruptejq  misfortune  and  adversity;  these  combined,  form 
such  an  anomalous  condition  of  affairs  with  respect  to  the 
school  funds  of  the  past,  that  I am  informed  by  the  best,  the 
purest  and  most  intelligent  of  the  count3r,  that  were  all  the 
notes  and  instruments  of  writing  in  connection,  piled  up  and 
the  consuming  torch  applied,  the  county  would  rather  be  ben- 
efited than  otherwise  by  the  results,  which  would  give  a new 
start  on  better  principles,  without  having  to  struggle  against 
clogs  and  shackles  productive  of  nothing  but  further  expense, 
annoyance,  and  further  ultimate  loss.  But  such  circumstances, 
it  is  presumed,  do  not  apply  to  Wayne  county  alone;  many 
others  may  be  in  pretty  much  a similar  condition. 
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Nothing  much  better  could  be  expected  from  the  loose  ar- 
rangements and  irresponsible  conduct  of  the  past.  ‘Strict 
accountability  and  “ eternal  vigilance  ” are  the  only  remedies. 

A constant  application  of  these  in  the  future  will  produce 
more  wholesome  fruits. 

Among  the  better  informed,  with  one  or  two  exceptions  of 
those  who  have  ruled  in  the  past,  there  is  now  an  evident  desire 
to  foster  education,  even  on  Republican  provisions.  I have 
found  that  even  among  the  very  refractory  of  dispositions,  the 
better  part  of  human  nature  can  be  brought  into  play  when 
satisfied  that  good  intentions  are  the  actuating  motives;  but  if 
party  zeal  or  proscriptive  proclivities  be  manifest  on  one  side, 
corresponding  attributes  of  the  same  character  will  follow  in 
virulence  on  the  other  side.  Honest  endeavors  to  promote  the 
public  welfare  will  assure  a rivalry  amongst  individuals  and 
parties  as  to  which  can  laudably  excel ; but,  on  the  other  hand, 
if  corruption  and  vindictive  designs  be  the  governing  propen- 
sities, the  rivalry  for  championship  will  be  equally  vigorous  as 
to  which  can  exercise  the  greatest  amount  of  poisonous  influ- 
ence on  public  transactions.  So  far  for  general  reflections. 
Now  a few  words  on  particular  incidents  of  a more  confined 
nature : 

In  reference  to  the  tabular  information,  it  is  stated  that  there 
are  fifteen  public  schools  in  the  county,  and  only  six  of  these 
in  which  grammar  is  taught.  It  is  necessary  here  to 
observe  that  on  account  of  the  backward  state  of  education  at 
the  commencement,  as  yet  there  are  no  public  schools  entirely 
confined  to  grammar  alone;  and  for  the  same  reasons,  wall- 
maps,  globes  and  blackboards  have  not  been  brought  into  use 
for  the  county.  Unfortunately,  Wayne  count}5,  has  received  no 
school  donations,  and  on  account  of  its  poverty  and  the  gene- 
ral desire  to  economize,  and  to  make  the  best  use  of  the  funds, 
no  expense  has  been  encountered  for  the  purchase  of  school 
sites  ; the  private  labor  of  parents  interested  having  been  so  far 
sufficient  to  satisfy  for  the  erection  of  school-houses. 

As  yet,  there  has  been  no  special  levy  made  for  school  pur- 
poses, but  active  steps  are  now  being  made  by  the  Directory  to 
have  this  necessary  object  accomplished  forthwith.  The  cause 
of  delay  in  this  particular  is  owing  to  an  insufficiency  of  time, 
with  a multitude  of  other  opposing  influences.  Wa}7ne  was 
among  the  last  of  counties  that  got  its  Superintendent,  because 
of  a factious  opposition;  after  which,  much  obstruction  had  to 
be  contended  with,  on  account  of  one  man  and  a refractory 
Board  of  Supervisors.  With  regard  to  the  Sixteenth  School 
Sections,  all  of  any  value  have  been  leased  long  ago,  for 
ninety-nine  years,  the  money  paid,  and  since  recklessly  squan- 
dered, with  no  probability  of  more  than  a fraction  ever  being 
recovered. 

The  aggregate  value  of  the  taxable  property  is  about  two 
hundred  and  one  thousand  three  hundred  and  thirty -seven 
dollars  and  five  cents.  The  railroad  lands  and  other  property 
belonging,  has  this  year  been  assessed  to  the  amount  of  $3,500, 


285 


but  considerable  doubts  seem  to  be  entertained  as  to  the 
probability  of  collection,  because  of  the  plea  set  up  as  to  rail- 
road exemptions. 

The  number  of  schools  for  the  next  year  will  very  probably 
be  more  than  those  of  the  present  }7ear,  as  business  activity 
seems  to  be  on  the  increase,  as  well  as  an  augmented  desire  for 
education,  with  visible  marks  of  general  satisfaction  with  pub- 
lic school  arrangements  as  at  present;  so  much  so  that  I am 
inclined  to  the  belief  that  all  will  be  disposed  to  contribute 
more  cheerfully  for  this  purpose  than  for  anything  else. 


WILKINSON  COUNTY. 

E.  H.  OSGOOD,  SUPERINTENDENT. 

When  the  present  incumbent  entered  upon  the  duties  attend- 
ant upon  the  office  of  Superintendent  of  Public  Education,  for 
the  county  of  Wilkinson,  a lamentable  state  of  affairs  presented 
itself.  There  was  hardly  a suitable  school  building  in  the  en- 
tire county.  Outside  of  the  little  town  of  Woodville,  every- 
thing connected  with  educational  matters  was  in  a deplorable 
state  of  neglect.  Many  of  the  notes  and  records  appertaining 
to  school  lands,  and  property,  had,  through  gross  carelessness, 
been  lost  or  destroyed.  The  several  township  funds  had  been 
recklessly  squandered.  In  many  instances  thousands  of  dol- 
lars had  been  loaned  without  any  security  whatever.  Indeed, 
there  was  nothing  left  but  rubbish  upon  which  to  lay  the  foun- 
dation for  the  building  of  the  new  superstructure  destined  to 
be  erected  under  the  auspices  of  the  first  public  school  law  in 
Mississippi,  which  gave  to  white  and  black  alike  equal  advan- 
tages of  a free  education.  Assisted,  however,  by  a diligent  and 
faithful  Board  of  School  Directors,  we  began  clearing  away  the 
rubbish,  and  digging  down  among  the  broken  and  shattered 
timbers,  succeeded  in  finding  a foundation  upon  which  we  began 
to  rear  our  new  structure.  Difficulties  upon  all  sides  awaited 
us.  Every  impure  motive  possible  to  charge  men  with  was  im- 
puted to  us  by  nearly  all  the  white  people  of  the  county,  thus 
evincing  their  intense  hatred  and  hostility  toward  any  and  all 
attempts  being  made  for  the  education  of  the  colored  race. 
The  Sentinel , the  organ  of  chivalry,  or  white  man’s  party,  em- 
ployed its  dirty  weapons  in  defending  the  principles  of  its  sup- 
porters, and  opened  a battery  of  billingsgate  slang,  comparison 
to  which  cannot  be  found  outside  the  columns  of  Pomeroy’s 
Democrat.  For  weeks  its  pages  were  filled  with  the  most  bitter 
vilification  and  abuse,  denouncing,  in  the  most  unmeasured 
terms,  unwarrantable  manner,  and  style,  peculiar  to  the  chivalric 
writers  of  the  Sunny  South,  the  present  school  law  and  admin- 
istration. Slowly,  but  yet  surely,  we  pursued  the  line  of  duty, 
never  faltering,  never  swerving,  acting  so  as  to  secure  the  best 
interest  of  all,  as  much  as  in  us  lay,  achieving  at  last,  we  be- 
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lieve,  a partial  success  that  is  evidenced  by  the  statistical 
columns  of  this  report.  The  colored  people  have  exhibited  a 
very  commendable  zeal  in  having,  the  public  schools  designed 
for  their  children  speedily  located  and  established,  and  in  every 
instance  where  these  schools  have  been  established  they  have 
been  exceedingly  well  patronized,  the  average  attendance  being 
very  much  better,  comparatively,  than  in  the  white  schools; 
they  are  willing,  eager  and  hopeful  to  learn,  improving  every 
opportunity  afforded  them,  and,  I can  safely  say,  that  in  this 
county  they  have  made  material  advancement,  such  as  to  in- 
spire in  every  friend  of  progress  the  fondest  anticipations  for 
their  future.  There  are,  and  have  been,  two  or  three  private 
white  schools  in  the  county.  I can  give  you  no  information 
concerning  them,  as  I have  never  visited  them.  I find  among 
the  white  people  an  apathetic  indifference  to  educational  mat- 
ters; the  intellectual  advancement  of  their  sons  and  daughters 
is  to  them  a matter  of  an  entirely  secondary  importance.  Even 
as  3’et,  they  cannpt  or  will  not,  see  that  ignorance  is  and  always 
has  been  the  curse  of  this  country.  In  some  portions  of  the 
county,  however,  the  people  are  gradually  arousing  themselves 
from  their  lethargy  in  these  matters,  and  evincing  a decided 
interest  in  the  welfare  and  success  of  the  free  schools  in  their 
neighborhood.  I feel  sure  that  the  night  of  prejudice  is  wear- 
ing away;  that  the  pall  of  ignorance,  bigotry,  and,  I might 
almost  add,  superstition,  which  has  enveloped  this  and  other 
portions  of  the  South  with  the  darkness  of  midnight,  is  lifting, 
and  with  the  dawning  of  the  morning  will  be  ushered  in  a 
bright  day  for  the  future  of  Mississippi,  when  her  people  shall 
have  come  up  to  the  “broad  vantage  ground”  of  recognizing 
that  ' this  is  a republican  Government,  and  as  such,  its  only 
safety  and  security  lies  in  the  education  of  its  masses;  when 
they  "drive  from  their  minds  the  lingering  idea,  that  possibly, 
by  some  political' upheaval,  the  old  regime  may  return,  and 
admit  fully",  and  in  good  faith,  that  the  colored  man  is  an 
American  citizen;  that,  as  such,  he  is  entitled  to  every  right, 
franchise  and  privilege  guaranteed  to  such  citizen;  that  his 
children  are  rightfully  entitled  to  the  same  free  public  school 
advantages  as  are  the  children  of  the  white;  that  a child — 
“ nigger  ” though  they  may  call  it — nevertheless,  is  just  as  much 
entitled  to  sit  at  the  black  walnut  desk  in  the  school-room  as 
the  white  child  whose  father  counts  his  wealth  by  th^thousands. 
When  all  of  this  is  admitted,  then  an  era  of  education  and  ad- 
vancement will  come  to  Mississippi,  such  as  she  has  never 
imagined,  much  less  seen,  even  in  her  palmiest  days.  From 
statistics  given,  on  previous  pages  of  this  report,  you  will  ob- 
tain accurate  information  and  data  of  the  progress  of  the 
present  system  of  public  education  in  this  county,  and  I doubt 
not,  that  at  the  close  of  another  year,  a very  flattering  report 
can  be  made. 
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YALOBUSHA  COUNTY. 

SAMUEL  B.  BROWN,  SUPERINTENDENT. 

From  the  preceding  report,  it  will  be  seen  that  fifty-one  pub- 
lic schools  were  in  operation  in  this  county  this  year — thirty- 
six  white  and  fifteen  colored.  These  schools  were  operated 
four  months  out  of  the  twelve.  Teachers  were  paid  per 
month  $150,  $75,  and  $50,  according  to  their  respective 
grades. 

They  have  given,  generally,  entire  satisfaction.  We  left  with 
the  communities  to  select  their  own  teacher.  If  they  were 
morall}''  qualified  and  stood  the  educational  test,  they  were 
assigned  to  the  school.  By  so  doing,  we  have  invariably 
secured  the  entire  co-operation  of  the  interested  communities. 
I have  the  first  instance  to  note  where  a serious  complaint  has 
been  raised  against  a teacher. 

I have  had  some  difficulty  in  securing  the  services  of  compe- 
tent teachers  in  the  colored  schools.  But  few  colored  teachers 
could  be  found  that  were  competent  ; the  whites  were  unwil- 
ling to  serve  in  that  capacity.  Two  white  men  and  one  white 
woman  were  employed  as  teachers  in  the  colored  schools.  With 
those  exceptions,  the  teachers  were  all  colored  in  the  colored 
schools. 

If  we  could  conduct  the  public  schools  upon  the  pro  rata 
and^er  capita  system,  I have  reason  to  believe  it  would  give 
much  more  general  satisfaction.  Being  an  educator  of  nearly 
twent}r  3^ears’  experience  in  this  State,  and  having  given  this 
subject  my  serious  attention,  I have  concluded  that  it  is  the 
only  way  to  make  the  public  school  system  an  entire  success  in 
this  county. 

It  gives  me  great  pleasure  to  report  that  the  workings  of  the 
public  schools  under  my  charge  have  been  very  harmonious. 
No  disposition  on  the  part  of  the  whites  to  interfere  or  meddle 
with  the  workings  of  the  colored  schools;  but  on  the  contrary, 
they  have,  in  several  instances,  furnished  the  means  to  build 
colored  school-houses.  Neither  have  the  colored  in  any  way, 
either  directly  or  indirectly,  manifested  any  disposition  to  mix 
or  interfere  with  the  management  of  the  white  schools. 

The  city  of  Water  Valley,  in  this  county,  having  the  requi- 
site number  of  inhabitants,  has  established  a separate  School 
District  from  the  rest  of  the  county,  and  organized  her  Board 
of  School  Directors. 

Of  the  very  efficient  gentlemen  who  compose  the  Board  of 
School  Directors  for  this  county,  we  cannot  speak  in  too  high 
praise.  They  have,  in  all  instances,  evinced  a determination 
to  do  all  in  their  power  for  the  general  advancement  of  the 
public  schools. 

CITY  OF  WATER  VALLEY. 

In  my  annual  report  as  County  Superintendent  for  Yalo- 
busha county,  I embraced,  as  near  as  possible,  all  the  finan- 
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cial  statistics  that  I could  give  your  honorable  Board  at  this 
time. 

The  city  of  Water  Valley  has  just  completed  the  organiza- 
tion of  its  Board  of  School  Directors:  consequently,  I have 
but  a meager  report  to  make  outside  of  my  county  report. 

I have,  up  to  this  date — January  12,  1872 — organized  three 
white,  and  one  colored  school  in  this  city;  expect  to  add  another 
colored  school. 

The  Board  of  School  Directors  of  the  city  of  Water  Valley 
proposes  to  carry  on  the  city  schools  for  ten  months  during  this 
year — partly  as  private  and  partly  as  public  schools-on  the 
pro  rata  plan,  pa}ringa  certain  part  per  month,  per  scholar,  for 
ten  months,  out  of  the  public  fund,  and  the  individual  making- 
up  the  deficiency  due  the  teachers  on  tuition.  This  plan  is  re- 
ceiving the  cordial  support  and  approval  of  both  races.  Where 
it  is  known  that  the  pupil  is  not  able  to  pay  anything  out  of 
his  or  her  private  means,  for  tuition,  no  charge  is  to  be  made 
outside  of  the  public  appropriation. 

I would  respectfully  suggest  that  all  the  public  schools  be 
conducted  on  th a pro  rata  plan. 


YAZOO  COUNTY. 

P.  P.  BAILEY,  SUPERINTENDENT. 

In  making  his  second  annual  report  of  the  condition  of  the 
schools  in  Yazoo  county,  the  Superintendent  feels  that  some- 
thing more  is  due  from  him  to  the  public  than  the  mere  sub- 
mission, in  tabular  form,  of  the  statistical  information  arranged 
under  the  several  heads  into  which  the  report  is  divided. 
He  embraces  the  opportunity,  and  accepts  the  invitation  ex- 
tended to  him  in  the  blanks  furnished,  to  make  a few  obser- 
vations under  the  head  of  “ Remarks,”  on  the  subject  of 
schools,  as  warranted  b}^  the  facts  exhibited  in  detail  in  his 
report. 

The  population  of  this  county  is  divided  into  5,639  whites, 
and  14,381  colored — making  a’ total  of  20,020  inhabitants.  The 
educable  children  number  6,352,  divided  into  1,782  white,  and 
4,570  colored — the  latter  predominating  over  the  former  more 
than  two  and  a half  to  one.  To  provide  a* common  school  edu- 
cation for  this  large  number  of  children,  is  the  purpose  for 
which  the  common  school  system  of  the  State  was  organized 
in  this  county,  and  for  the  furtherance  of  this  most  desirable 
object  the  energies  of  the  school  authorities  of  the  county  have 
been  most  earnestly  devoted. 

There  has  been  perfect  harmony  between  the  School  Direc- 
tors and  the  Superintendent,  in  prosecuting  the  work  of  loca- 
ting schools,  building  school-houses,  employing  teachers,  and 
in  applying  the  school  system  so  as  to  make  it  available  for 
the  noble  design  for  which  it  was  originally  intended  by  its  pro- 
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jectors.  Whatever  may  have  been  the  experience  in  other 
counties,  whether  favorable  or  otherwise,  the  Superintendent 
takes  pleasure  in  bearing  willing  testimony  to  the  fact  that  in 
Yazoo  county  the  School  Directors  have  rendered  invaluable 
service  in  the  work  of  building  up  the  school  system,  and  es- 
pecially in  the  duty  of  making  that  system  acceptable  to  a 
large  class  of  citizens  who  had  an  imperfect  idea  of  the  bene- 
fits it  was  capable  of  bestowing  when  fully  developed  and 
thoroughly  organized  among  them. 

The  taxes  asked  for  by  the  School  Board  have  been  freely 
granted  by  the  Board  of  Supervisors,  and  between  these  two 
authorities,  there  has  been  no  clashing  of  interests  or  of  au- 
thority. The  expenses  incurred  in  building  school-houses — 
paying  teachers,  and  in  putting  the  schools  in  operation — have 
not  been  burdensome  to  the  people.  These  expenses  have  been 
met  freely — cheerfully,  and  a friendly  feeling  toward  the  schools 
prevails  in  the  community. 

Eighteen  school-houses  were  built  during  the  year;  several 
others  were  repaired;  a few  were  rented,  and  the  total  expen- 
ditures, for  all  purposes,  including  the  payment  of  teachers, 
reached  the  sum  of  $32,461  20,  only.  The  salaries  paid  to 
teachers  have  been  moderate;  the  first-class  or  higher  grade 
teachers  have  been  paid  $90;  the  second  $70,  and  the  third  $50 
per  month,  and  all  paid  in  currency  as  soon  as  the  claims  be- 
came due.  No  warrants  were  issued  without  the  money  being- 
in  the  County  Treasury,  to  meet  their  payment  on  demand.  Most 
of  the  schools  have  been  kept  up  eight  months  during  the 
year.  A few  have  fallen  short  of  that  time,  but  an  effort  has 
been  made  to  so  distribute  the  school  advantages  that  no  one 
who  had  paid  taxes  should  be  deprived,  by  reason  of  distance 
from  his  neighborhood,  of  the  opportunity  of  sending  his 
children  to  the  common  schools  of  the  county,  for  at  least  one 
term  of  four  months  during  the  year. 

A majority  of  the  schools  are  of  the  third  grade— only  two 
in  the  county  are  numbered  as  first-class,  or  high  schools,  and 
these  are  in  the  city  of  Yazoo,  where  many  of  the  tax-payers 
would  be  glad  to  have  the  law  so  changed  as  to  authorize 
them,  by  a vote  of  the  township,  to  tax  themselves  for  a 
sum  that  would  enable  them  to  pay  higher  salaries  to  the  Prin- 
cipals of  the  high  schools.  As  now  managed,  the  principal 
teachers  are  paid  extra  by  means  of  private  subscriptions. 
When  it  is  remembered  how  superior  must  be  the  qualifica- 
tions possessed  by  one  who  is  to  be  the  Principal  of  a high 
school,  and  that  such  qualifications  are  of  a class  that  would,  in 
many  of  the  other  professions  of  life,  demand  much  larger 
rewards  for  services,  it  cannot  be  expected  that  the  talents  im- 
peratively demanded  by  the  requirements  of  a high  grade  of 
schools  can  be  procured  for  ninety  dollars  per  month,  and  then 
only  find  employment  for  about  eight  months  in  the  year.  The 
Superintendent  respectfully  calls  attention  to  the  present  school 
law,  which  limits  the  highest  salaries  to  ninety  dollars  per 
month,  in  the  hope  that  there  may  bo  found  a remedy  for  the 
evils  here  complained  of. 
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The  fund  derived  from  the  rental  of  the  Sixteenth  Section 
has  been  greatly  diminished,  and  is  almost  a total  loss,  owing 
to  failures  and  deaths  of  the  debtors,  and  indifference  or  bad 
management,  during  the  war,  on  the  part  of  the  former  school 
authorities  of  the  county.  Claims  for  leases  and  loans,  includ- 
ing the  interest  thereon,  amounting  to  the  large  sum  of 
$86,568  96,  have  come  into  possession  of  the  officers  author- 
ized by  law  to  receipt  for  and  have  the  custody  of  the  same. 
Of  this  large  sum,  only  $26,690  15  was  deemed,  some  nine 
months  since,  on  a critical  examination,  to  be  good;  $30,250  15 
have  been  put  in  suit;  while  only  $8,782  06,  have,  so  far,  been 
collected,  which,  under  the  law,  is  to  be  invested  in  State  or 
United  States  bonds.  These  funds,  however,  have  not  been 
invested,  for  the  reason,  mainly,  that  the  law  does  not  define 
who  is  to  be  the  custodian  of  the  bonds.  The  School  Board, 
not  being  provided  with  an  iron  safe,  have  concluded  to  leave 
the  money  itself  with  the  County  Treasurer,  waiting  further 
legislation  on  the  subject. 

These  funds  have  been  credited  to  the  particular  or  separate 
townships  in  which  the  Sixteenth  Section  is  ^located.  The 
Superintendent’s,  as  well  as  the  County  Treasurer’s  books, 
show  these  accounts.  As  authorized  by  law,  the  county  has 
been  divided  into  twenty-four  sub-districts.  In  the  practical 
working  of  the  school  system,  these  sub-districts  have  been 
found  to  be  of  but  little  value.  The  township  is  a much  better 
defined  territory  for  any  sub-division  necessary  to  be  made. 
But  it  is  suggested  that  the  sub-districts  be  abolished,  and  the 
county  be  left  as  one  district,  which  would  greatly  simplify 
the  levying  of  taxes  and  keeping  of  accounts,  while  it  would 
do  no  injury  to  any  portion  of  the  county. 

In  1870,  the  Board  of  School  Directors  located  eighty-three 
schools,  but  owing  to  the  want  of  funds  to  pay  teachers,  and 
build  school-houses,  a much  less  number  was  sustained  for  four 
months  in  this  year.  In  1871,  sixty-six  schools  were  author- 
ized to  be  established,  and  but  for  the  want  of  teachers,  this 
number  would  have  been  in  full  operation,  at  the  close 
of  the  year ; yet,  even  with  this  difficulty,  which  is  con- 
stantly felt  in  the  county,  forty-six  schools  have  been  main- 
tained during  the  past  few  months.  The  greatest  need  is  a sup- 
ply of  teachers  for  colored  schools.  Colored  teachers  have  been 
employed  whenever  found  qualified.  Native  white  teachers  for 
colored  schools  have  also  been  employed,  but  still  there  is  a 
deficiency,  which  it  is  believed  will  be  felt  until  the  required 
number  can  be  obtained  from  the  colleges  and  colored  schools 
of  higher  grades,  now  established  in  this  State. 

The  monthly  reports  of  teachers  show  a decided  progress 
made  by  the  pupils  in  their  studies.  This  fact  has  served  to 
stimulate  the  Superintendent  to  greater  exertions  in  the  work 
of  providing  a way  by  which  the  benefits  of  an  education  may 
be  secured  to  every  child  in  the  county.  As  time  passes  and 
the  people  become  more  acquainted  with  the  common  school 
system,  and  begin  to  realize  its  value,  we  may  hope  to  see  such 
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a public  sentiment  created  as  will  not  only  sustain  the  system 
now  adopted,  but  improve  it,  and  enlarge  its  power  and  use- 
fulness, by  proper  legislation,  and  the  husbanding  of  all 
resources,  such  as  holding  inviolate  the  grants  of  land  made  to 
the  Stafe  by  Congress,  for  school  purposes;  the  building  up 
of  a Common  School  Fund  from  the  poll  taxes,  licenses,  fines, 
privilege  taxes,  now  appropriated  to  this  object  by  the  Con- 
stitution and  the  acts  of  the  Legislature.  Large  school  funds 
are  created  in  many  of  the  States  of  the  Union,  and  such 
funds  are  treated  by  the  public  as  of  the  most  sacred  character, 
not  to  be  lessened,  but  constantly  enlarged,  until  the  interest 
alone  goes  far  towards  maintaining  a*  liberal  school  system 
among  the  people. 

No  subject  should  be  more  attractive  to  a people  than  that  of 
education.  In  the  most  enlightened  States  of  the  Union 
the  subject  is  treated  as  of  the  greatest  importance.  Even 
Congress  is  now  deliberating  on  a bill  to  appropriate  the  avails 
of  the  whole  public  domain  to  educating  the  § people  of  the 
several  States.  A project  as  grand  in  its  conception  as  it  will 
be  invaluable  to  the  country,  if  put  into  practice. 


UNION  COUNTY. 

J.  S.  JONES,  SUPERINTENDENT. 

I beg  leave  to  submit  the  following  as  the  result  of  our  labor 
and  efforts  to  organize  the  public  school  system  in  Union 
county.  Owing  to  the  fact  that  ours  was  a new  county,  the 
Board  of  School  Directors  were  not  organized  until  about  the 
middle  of  January,  1871 ; and,  anticipating  the  many  embar- 
rassments that  the  system  must  encounter,  in  consequence  of 
the  existing  prejudice  against  the  school  law,  we  deemed  it  ex- 
pedient to  begin  and  advance  cautiously — making  it  our  pri- 
mary object  to  so  manage  the  financial  feature  of  the  law  as  to 
be  able  at  the  expiration  of  the  scholastic  year,  in  making  out 
our  balance  sheet — so  to  speak — that  we  might  be  able  to  be- 
gin a new  or  second  year  unembarrassed  with  debt;  and  hence 
our  apology  for  the  salaries  of  fifty,  sixty,  and  seventy -five  dol- 
lars per  month  as  compensation  to  teachers,  for  their  services — 
knowing  that  whilst  the  above  salaries  are  not  sufficient,  yet 
we  could  not  reasonably  expect  to  retain  teachers  or  induce 
others  to  come  in  our  county  after  the  funds  were  squandered 
and  the  system  bankrupted.  Again,  it  was  evident  that  in  a 
State  at  least  half  a century  behind  in  point  of  spirit  and  en- 
terprise, and  where  a very  small  per  cent,  of  the  population 
possess  an  English  education  only,  that  a public  school  system 
is  not  likely  to  meet  with  the  encouragement  and  countenance 
necessary  to  a successful  foothold  in  its  incipiency;  and  what 
little  interest  was  manifested  was  on  the  part  of  that  class  that 
have  controlled,  not  only  the  schools  in  their  respective  com- 
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munities,  but  also  the  politics,  religion,  etc.,  and  hence,  a strong- 
disposition  on  the  part  of  certain  individuals,  in  every  neigh- 
borhood, to  secure  a school  upon  such  terms,  and  under  such 
circumstances  as  suited  the  “few.’7 

The  second  greatest  difficulty  that  manifested  itself  was  our 
inability  to  secure  a competent  corps  of  teachers  for  the 
schools.  The  question  might  be  asked  why  not  advertise  for 
them  ? Simply  because,  in  the  first  place,  every  rational  mind 
must  see  at  once,  that  a four  months’  school  in  the  twelve 
months  will  not  justify  good,  experienced,  accomplished  and 
professional  teachers,  even  at  the  maximum  salaries  prescribed 
by  law.  In  the  second*  place,  in  view  of  the  fact  that  we  would 
in  all  probability  commit  many  errors,  locate  schools  where 
they  should  not  be,  and  that  experience  would  suggest  many 
changes;  in  short,  considering  ourselves  in  Rome,  we  decided 
to  do  as  Rome  does,  flattering  ourselves  that  we  would  profit 
by  our  experience  in  the  matter.  We  have  had  upwards  of 
sixty  schools  taught  in  our  county  the  past  year.  For  the 
reasons  above  mentioned,  in  connection  with  others,  we  have 
bought  no  school  sites,  erected  no  houses,  purchased  no  school 
apparatus,  all  of  which  goes  to  show  that  the  schools  are  not 
what  they  should  be.  Yet  all  of  our  anticipations  have  been 
realized,  for  last  }’ear  the  cry  was  “No  tax  for  school-house 
purposes;”  this  year,  “Levy  the  tax  and  build  the  houses.” 
Last  year,  “ Give  me  my  teacher;”  this  year,  a “ competent” 
one.  Last  year,  “ We’ve  always  had  a school  in  our  neighbor- 
hood;” this  year,  “Layoff  your  school  districts  (with  few 
exceptions)  and  build  in  center.”  Last  year  some  of  our 
teachers  complained  of  the  salaries,  by  comparison  with 
salaries  of  other  counties;  this  37ear  we  are  able  to  pay  the 
same  salaries  as  last,  while  the  counties  referred  to  have  gone 
below  us.  We  have  paid  every  dollar  of  our  indebtedness, 
with  a balance  of  from  four  to  six  hundred  dollars  in  our  favor; 
and  whilst  the  probability  is  that  we  will  not  have  as  much 
money  to  expend  this  year,  yet  we  hope  and  believe  we  will  be 
able,  in  consequence  of  forty-four  schools  instead  of  sixty  odd, 
to  sustain  our  teachers  five  months  the  present  year.  One  of 
the  greatest  errors  the  Board  committed  last  year  was  not  con- 
fining the  boundaries  of  each  and  every  sub-district,  and  their 
confining  the  patrons  to  their  school  property,  the  result  of 
which  was  in  some  instances — that  for  some  supposed  injury 
or  injustice  that  A or  B’s  children  received,  he  withdrew  his 
children  from  one  school  (to  the  prejudice  of  that  school)  and 
sent  them  to  another  (with  like  prejudice). 

What  has  been  done  for  the  present  year,  1872  ? 

The  number  of  schools  for  whites  reduced  from  about  fift}'  to 
about  thirty — from  twelve  to  sixteen  square  miles  constituting 
a sub-district;  the  number  of  colored  schools  about  the  same 
as  last — perhaps  twelve  or  fourteen  in  number  ; taxes  levied,  and 
collecting  well,  for  the  procuring  of  school  sites,  school  appa- 
ratus, erecting  houses,  etc.,  for  both  white  and  colored  ; about 
half  of  the  schools,  of  both  white  and  black,  now  in  successful 
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operation — the  remaining  ones  to  begin  in' July.  From  the 
prospects  of  the  feelings  of  the  people,  upon  the  subject  of 
building  houses,  buying  school  apparatus,  procuring  efficient 
teachers  for  the  schools,  white  and  colored,  and  the  finances  of 
the  schools  upon  a solvent  basis,  we  believe  that,  by  the  first 
Monday  in  December  next,  our  county  will  be  able  to  com- 
mence the  schools,  for  the  following  year,  with  some  prospect 
of  success  ; at  which  time  it  is  confidently  expected  that  the 
county  will  be  provided  with  houses,  and  all  the  schools  started 
the  same  day.  For  the  present  year,  for  want  of  houses,  we 
were  not  able  to  start  them  all  the  same  day,  but  experience 
teaches  the  propriety  of  so  doing.  The  following  preamble 
and  resolutions,  copied  from  our  minutes,  present  the  subject  of 
management  of  our  schools,  in  Union  county,  for  the  present 
year: 

Whereas,  We,  the  Board  of  School  Directors  of  Union 
county,  in  session  assembled,  at  our  .first  quarterly  meeting, 

have  made sub  school  districts,  in  said  county,  for  the 

benefit  of  the  youth  of  school  age,  as  prescribed  by  iaw  ; there 
fore,  be  it 

Resolved,  1.  There  shall  be  but  three  da}rs  during  the  pres- 
ent year  for  commencing  the  schools  of  this  count}r,  to-wit: 
Third  Monday  in  January,  first  Monday  sin  February,  and  first 
Monday  in  July,  and  all  sub  districts  that  are,  or  may  be,  pro- 
vided with  school-houses  by  the  first  Monday  in  February,  -prox- 
imo, shall  begin  such  schools,  otherwise  not  to  begin  until  first 
Monday  in  July. 

2.  That  in  order  to  give  equal  school  facilities  to  every 
child  in  the  county,  regardless  of  sex  or  color,  the  boundaries 
of  each  and  every  sub-district  shall  be  full}"  and  explicitly  de- 
fined, and  no  student  permitted  to  attend  any  other  school  than 
that  of  his  (or  her)  own, proper,  without  written  permission  from 
the  Superintendent,  and  where  he  doubts  the' propriety  of  such 
change,  the  same  shall  be  referred  to  the  Board,  which  written 
permission  shall  be  presented  to  the  teacher  of  such  school  as 
the  party,  or  parties,  wish  to  attend. 

3.  That  the  service  of  no  teacher  will  be  recognized  until 
such  teacher  shall  have  first  obtained  a contract  from  the  Board 
to  teach  such  school. 

In  conclusion,  I may  add,  that  the  above  preamble  and  reso- 
lutions are  the  result  of  experience,  and  are  calculated — first,  to 
bring  teachers  up  to  the  standard  of  their  duty,  and,  second,  to 
afford  them  necessary  protection  while  in  the  discharge  of  the 
same. 


STATISTICAL  TABLES  OF  COUNTIES. 


t ABSTRACT 

03?  THE 

STATISTICAL  REPORTS  OF  COUNTY  SUPERINTENDENTS 


FOR  THE  YEAR  1871. 


STATEMENT  showing  the  number  of  edueable  youth , and  the  number  of  schools,  public  and  private,  in  each  county. 
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SCHOOLS PUBLIC  AND  PRIVATE. 
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Total  Loss. 

Secured. 
Not  secured. 
Secured. 

a 

Secured. 
Not  Secured 

S( 

u 

a 

$ 

31  00 

31  00 
37  30 
2 60 

9 00 
63  34 

148  00 
13  31 

112  64 

147  87 

56  07 

172  90 

43  68 
15  20 
275  00 
858  33 

116  49 
688  39 

: : : § g£g  gg  3S  8 S g S SS5S  SS5 

M : « H Is  1 3 S S ”SSg  SI 

$ 

April  3,  1856 

April  3, 1856 
April  3,  1861 
April,  1864 

April  3, 1868 
April  6, 1866 

Oct  21,  1867 
Oct  21,  1867 

Oct  21,  1867 

May  4,  1858 

May  1, 1858 

Jan  9,  1856 

Jan  9,*  1856 
Aug  3,  1854 
Jan  1,  1859 
Jan  1,  1859 

Oct  25,  1861 
April  21,1868 

G B Walker,  J D Terry, 

and  J H Steel 

G B Walker,  J D Terry, 

and  J H Steel 

W Ii  Davis 

W H Davis 

F Patterson,  A R Betts,  and 

Wm  Simpson  

W M Hannah 

Squire  Clark,  R S Meach- 

am,  and  W H Ellis 

Squire  Clark  and  S Cdoper 
J N Gibson,  Squire  Clark, 

and  Silas  Cooper 

AMCarothers,  and  Wm. 

Bell 

A M Carothers,  and  Wm. 

Bell 

C I Sullivan,  A M Caroth- 
ers, and  D Love 

C I Sullivan,  A M Caroth- 
ers, and  D Love 

A R Cushman 

W Ward,  and  T C Bookter 
|W  Ward,  and  T C Bookter 
Spensei  Ilarringtoo,  Mary 
B Harrington,  and  Max- 

! well 

James  L Graves 

: j : t . ) 

r 


I I 111  ig  ii  | | § i lug 

I I m ft  81 1 1 i I fill 


t No  date  reported. 


354 
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Am’t  Inter- 
est Due, 

186  15 

785  63 
147  98 

78  40 
1 75 
77  00 
4 05 

20  25 

36  90 
30  26 

S SS  :8  S 

s as  s 

! I 

2,095  00 
394  61 

146  19 
35  00 
110  00 
8 10 
140  52 

202  50 

369  C8 
302  60 
351  27 

153  70 

348  00 
696  00 
725  00 
81  58 

1,430  00 

When  Due. 

A nril  21.1868 

April  21,1868 
April  21,1868 

Oct  24,  1867 
Jan  1,  1872 
Tan,  1865 
Jan  13,  1867 
April  1, 1868 

April,  1869 

April,  1870 
Jan  1, 1872 
Jan  1, 1872 

Jan  14, 1871 

Jan  14, 1871 
Nov  29,  1866 
Jan  14,  1870 
Jan  14,  1862 

Jan  14, 1852 

! , 
i i 
" j 

John  Thompson 

Wm  Ward 

TAJ  Owen,  R D Cooper, 
and  Thomas  Stanton.  . . 

John  T Thompson 

Allan  Ellis,  J R Tribble... 

Ellen  Rentfrow 

C Carpenter,  and  E Redus 
J F Ha  bert,  A J Haloert, 

and  J L Crigler 

J F Halbert,  A J Halbert, 

and  J L Crigler 

O E Selby 

W E Saunders,  J T Bell, 

and  JL  Boyd  

S D Sessums,  J H Alston, 
and  J H Alston,  jr.  . .. 
W H Cross,  and  A J Rowe. 

Thomas  Gladney 

A M Carothers,  Wm  Bell. 
R M Ellis,  J H Curry,  and 
C W Curry 

By  whom  was  the  Lease  or 
Loan  made . 

p 

« 

« 

u 

Present  Board 

Former  Board 

u 

« 

U 

u 

Present  Board 

Former  Board 

« 

« 

Nature  of  Claim. 

1 

nn  i nil  i i 

H : !i!J 

j j 

| a s s i!-"5  ~ 58  3 s 5 

Date. 

* loao 

April,  iouo 

April,  1868 

o\W68 

Jan,  1871 
Jan, 1864 
Jan, 1867 
April,  1868 
April,  1869 

April,  1870 

May,  1871 
July,  1871 
Jan,  1870 

Jan,  1870 

Nov,  1866 
Oct,  1869 
Jan, 1861 
June,  1851 

Counties. 

c3 

3 

§ 

Q 

3 
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t Nd  date 
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j ; 

Loan. 

Loan. 

u 

i s s |i  s i a is  s :•  5 1 1 MI  2 
ill  iiliilfi  Jiiifiii 


§ 

Is 

1 

Nil 

j j ;l 

Ain't  Inter- 
est Due. 

5 

S 

! 

$ 150  00 

500  00 
150  00 
325  on 

350  00 
350  00 
275  00 
325  00 
325  00 
325  00 
325  00 
577  00 
39  87 
131  66 
339  20 
82  00 

1 

§ 

rH 

l 

$ 250  00 

250  00 
250  00 
250  00 

250  00 
250  00 
250  00 
250  00 
250  00 
250  00 
250  00 
528  00 
66  00 
179  00 
424  00 
82  0'J 

i 

1 

Mar  2, 1862 
Total 

Mar  1,1860 
Jan  1,  1852 
Mar  1,  1860 
Oct  1.  1859 

Mar  1,  1859 

Mar  1, 1860 
Mar  1,  1859 

Mar  1, 1860 
Mar  1,  1859 
Mar  1,  1861 
Mar  1,  1867 
Mar  4.  1864 
Mar  i;  1864 
Mar  1, 1862 

1 

i 

Thos  1)  Berry,  Jas  A Clegg, 
and  M J Alford 

William  Hoover 

William  M May 

JR  Gatlin 

C F Conerley 

W A Young 

J M Wingo 

H S Romey 

J M Brent 

Eli  Seal 

Elisha  Clark 

JR  Quinn 

R R Quinn 

A Hiller 

FM  Quinn 

J S Finch 

DF  Felder 

By  whom  was  the  Lease  or 
Loan  made. 

i 

I 

ml 

: : :eo"  2 3 

Nil 

Nature  of  Claim. 

1 

J 

1 i 

5 

l . . UCt, 

. . . March,  1860 
Jan, 1862 
March,  1860 
Oct,  1 859 

Mar,  1858 

March,  1859 
March,  1858 

Dec,  1859 
Nov,  1858 
Feb,  1861 
Mar,  1866 
Mar,  1863 
May,  1863 
Jan,  1861 

Mi 
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29  40 
422  50 
160  00 
159  90 
208  00 

34  00 
439  40 
760  50 
115  20 
16  25 

ggggggggggggggggggg  « 

r-H  , 

CO 

1 

05 

gogggggggsssggggggsggggggggssggg  § 

SIISgSSg|||SSSS|g|3§|||§S5g52ggg  | 

1 

6© 

Hill 

^Tr-Tr-rr-r^ 

mu 

Mar  1, 1867 
Mar  1,1869 

Mar  1, 1867 
Mar  1,  1868 

Mar  1,  1855 
Mar  1,  1857 
Mar  1,  1867 
Mar  1,  1861 
Mar  1,  1869 
Mar  1, 1863 
Mar  1,  1859 

Mar  1,  1858 
Mar  1,  1867 
Mar  1,  1858 
Mar  1,1859 

U 

Mar  1, 1857 
Mar  1, 1860 
Mar  1,  1863 
Mar  1, 1856 

Marl,  1873 

Total 

Obid  Nuxon 

J D Barksdale 

Duncan  H Carter 

vTie*vb7.DX: :::::::::: 

W C Curtreer 

D M Pound 

G G Gibson 

W W Voight 

P C Newman 

Z B Gatlin 

Z B Gatlin 

J M Brent 

H J Rooker 

Geo  Nelson 

Owen  Conerly 

William  Hoover 

L H Bridges 

W C Alford 

J Somers 

Eli  Seals 

John  McGee 

W m Guy 

JG1I  Sasser 

W C Alfred 

T B Williams 

W E Thornhill 

F Young 

F H Conerly 

Isaac  Broomfield 

F Young 

Hill  nil, mi J8I1I1I...18I5I 

u mlmi  mmur'mt- 
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Secured  or 
not. 

• Secured. 

« 

a 

Not  Secured, 
Secured. 

.Ain’t  Inter- 
j estDue. 

$ 6 67 

25  00 
32  50 
29  49 

5 00 
22  00 
5 50 

I-  • o o o • • 

• 00  -CO®  . • 

O O o 

• o • o o 

• • o 

• rH  • <£> 

Amount. 

OOOJCOC'OOOOCOOOOOOOOOOO^ 

ooocooooooot^ooooooooooo 

OOlOCOOOOOOOCOOOOOOOOOOOO 

r-iHC'Jr* 

When  Due. 

Aug  10,1870 
Jan  1,  1871 

May  13,1870 
June  l,  1870 

May  13,  1870 
Jan  1,  1870 
Oct  21,  1870 
Oct  12,  1870 
Mar  3,  1870 
Jan  1,  1871 

U 

Jan  1,  1870 
Jan  9,  1871 
Jan  16,  1870 
Jan  23,-1871 
Jan  1,1871 
Dec  23,  1870 
Jan  1/1868 
Aug  1,  1871 

Against  Whom. 

James  Smithart 

R B Nichols 

Witev  L Summers 

S M Manning 

J J Ritch 

Jas  D Jones 

Alfred  Taylor 

Jas  W Turner 

Martha  Gilmer 

T M Rodgers 

Ben]  F Rush 

J W Mangrum 

W B Waldrup 

Robt  Magers 

W A Gatewood 

M H Lack 

M D Graham 

E W Beeland 

C W Pevey 

Calvin  Johnson 

By  whom  was  the  Lease  or 
Loan  made. 

Wm  McClenachan,  Co  Tr.. 
J C Madden,  Co  Tr  

Wm  McClenachan,  Co  Tr.. 

JH  Stribling,  Co  Tr 

Wm  McClenachan,  Co  Tr.. 

J C Madden,  Co  Tr 

Wm  McClenachan,  Co  Tr 
J C Madden,  Co  Tr 

Wm  McClenachan,  Co  Tr. 

J C Madden,  Co  Tr 

Wm  McClenachan,  Co  Tr. 

J C Madden,  Co  Tr 

Wm  McClenachan,  Co  Tr. 

Nature  of  Claim. 

Lease. 

Loan. 

Date. 

$ 

i 


T B Johnson iFeb  7, 1S71 
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362 


363 
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Loan 

ii 

LftP 

Loan.  ..  . 

a 

a 

a 

a 

Lea 

Loan 

Lea 

: :J  : : : J 

ar  ;j:3  p 

\ J— 

I.I.Isl-I.H.IMIs  i 

i i HIM  » mu ! 

Dec,  1857 
April,  1871 
May,  1871 
July,  1867 

June,  1862 

U 

n 


F G Dean,  et  al 
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i 
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Iliilllllliiss 
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1 
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t No  date  reported. 
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s 1 
si 

E 3 

si 

if 

II 


•& 

I 

I 

3 


H 

■*  - 

m -g  73  -g  73 

Am’t  Inter- 
est Due. 

* 102  60 

1,288  75 
180  00 

$ 13,923  29 

$ 27  50 

62  64 
115  00 

34  56 
68  82 
80  00 
8 1 26 
15  50 
15  00 

35  40 
38  40 
60  00 
60  00 

204  16 
75  00 
75  00 

g 

'g  21 

s 

11  8 
s; 

40 

gggSSgSggggggggg 

5113SIS** SSIllIa 

i i 

i i 

Jan  1,  1802 
Total 

Feb  6,  1871 
Jan  1, 1869 
Jan  1,1870 

Jan  1,1861 
Jan  1,  1862 
Jan  1,  1860 
Jan  1,  1862 

a 

|Jan  1, 1870 
Jan  1, 1869 
Jan  1,  1868 

Jan  1,  1867 
Jan  1,  1870 
Jan  1,  1862 

i ! 

i I 

n 

r2 

E M Alexander 

E M Alexander 

RA  McCorkle  

W D Roane 

E H Be  mis 

W D Roane 

HL  White 

A S Burkhalter 

P B McDaniel 

JK  Smith 

A C Craig 

Sarah  Burnett 

PH  Dubois 

J J Hutson 

H T Calhoun 

Jane  T Davis 

A S Alvis 

J T Gray 

By  whom  was  the  Lease  or 
Loan  made. 

1 F Lord,  (Jo  Tr 

I F Ford,  Co  Tr 

SI  W Moody .' 

LI..J I 

Q Q 23 

^ CLj  ^ 2-, 

[Nature  of  Claim. 

Lease. 

Loan. 

Loan. 

3 - 

sL 

J 

i ; 

Feb, 1871 
Nov,  1858 
Jar,  1869 
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chasing  Furniture,  Apparatus  and  School  Books;  amount  paid  for  Superintendent's  and  Teachers'  Salaries. 
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STATEMENT  showing  the  amount  expended  for  Salary  and  Mileage  of  School  Directors;  Salaries  of  Secretaries, 
Surveyors ’ Fees , and  Incidental  Expenses  in  each  County. 
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TABLE  XI. 


STATISTICAL  SUMMARY  made  from  County  Superin- 
tendents' Reports.* 


EDUCABLE  YOUTH. 


Total  number  of  White 

Total  Number  of  Colored  . 

120,073 

126,769 

Whole  number  of  White  and  Colored 

246,842 

PUBLIC  SCHOOLS. 

Total  number  of  White 

1,739 

862 

Total  Number  of  Colored 

Whole  number  of  White  and  Colored 

2,601 

PRIVATE  SCHOOLS. 

Total'  number  ot‘ White 

Total  number  of  Colored 

Whole  number  of  White  and  Colored. 


381 

53 

434 


Grand  total  number  of  Schools 


3,035 


PUPILS. 

Total  number  enrolled  in  Public  Schools 

(White) 

Total  number  enrolled  in  Public  Schools 

(Colored) 

Whole  number  enrolled  in  Public  Schools 

(White  and  Colored) - 

Total  number  enrolled  in  Private  Schools 

(White) 

Total  number  enrolled  in  Private  Schools 

(Colored) 

Whole  number  enrolled  in  Private  Schools 

(White  and  Colored) 

Average  attendence  in  Public  and  Private 

Schools 

Grand  total  number  of  Pupils  attending - 
School  


66,257’ 

45,429 

111,686 

5,249 

1,154 

6,703 

86,330 

118,389 


TEACHERS  EMPLOYED  IN  PUBLIC  SCHOOLS. 


Whole  number  of  Males  ( White ) . 
Whole  number  of  Females  “ 
Whole  number  of  Males  (Colored) 
Whole  number  of  Females  “ 

Total  number,  White  and  Colored 


1,575 

681 

253 

146 


2,655 


* This  consolidated  statement  is  made  from  only  fifty-two  reports  out  of 
sixty-nine,  the  whole  number  in  the  State  ; seventeen  County  Superintendents 
having  made  no  report  for  1871. 
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TABLE  XL — Continued. 

STATISTICAL  SUMMARY  made  from  County  Superin. 
tendents’  Reports. 


TEACHERS  IN  PRIVATE  SCHOOLS. 


Whole  number  of  White 

391 

49 

Whole  number  ot  Colored.  . . 

Grand  total  number  of  Teachers  employed. 

3,095 

SCHOOL  SITES  AND  HOUSES. 

VV hole  number  of  bites  purchased.  .. 

128 

177 

230 

252 

355 

964 

Whole  number  of  Sites  donated 

Whole  number  of  Houses  erected  for  White 
Schools 

Whole  number  of  Houses  erected  for  Colored 
Schools 

Whole  number  of  Buildings  rented  for  White 
Schools 

Whole  number  of  Buildings  rented  for  Col- 
ored Schools 

Total  number  of  School  Buildings 

1,591 

265 

Whole  number  provided  with  modern  school 
furniture 

SCHOOL  APPARATUS. 

Whole  number  of  Schools  furnished  with 
blackboards  .... 

976 

131 

80 

$426,204  87 
436,700  00 

Whole  number  of  Schools  furnished  with 
wall  maps  . . . 

Whole  number  of  Schools  furnished  with 
globes  

Aggregate  value  of  Public  School  Property.  . 
Aggregate  value  of  Private  School  Property.  . 

SCHOOL  LANDS. 

Whole  number  Acres  Sixteenth  Section  Lands 
unsold  ....  

67,572 

89,665 

Whole  number  Acres  Sixteenth  Section  Lands 
leased  

SPECIAL  SCHOOL  TAX. 

Wrhole  amount  levied  for  School-house  Eund 
Whole  amount  levied  for  Teachers’  Fund.  . . . 

$231,625  78 
452,158  41 
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TABLE  XI. — Continued. 

STATISTICAL  SUMMARY  made  from  County  Superin- 
tendents' Reports. 


SIXTEENTH  SECTION  FUND. 


Whole  amount  of  the  principal  arising  from 

the  sale  of  lands 

Whole  amount  of  interest  due  on  loans 

Whole  amount  of  principal  and  interest  col- 
lected and  paid  into  the  County  Treasury . . 

Whole  amount  due  on  leases  of  lands 

Whole  amount  of  rent  collected  and  paid  into 
County  Treasury 

$67,701  45 
39,350  49 

60,023  29 
2,636  67 

225  7 

CHICKASAW  FUND. 

Whole  amount  of  interst paid  by  the  State.  . . 

$133,371  77 

Whole  amount  loaned  to  individuals  or  cor- 

porations 

11,205  05 

Whole  amount  unexpended 

65,706  83 

STATE  APPROPRIATIONS  TO  PROMOTE  COMMON  SCHOOLS  UNDER  ACT 

PASSED  1859. 

Whole  amount  of  funds 

$10,390  00 

Whole  amount  of  interest  due  on  loans 

4,025  00 

INCOME  OF  THE  COMMON  SCHOOL  FUND. 

Whole  amount  apportioned  to  the  Counties.  . | 

$106,451  28 

PEABODY  FUND. 

Whole  amount  apportioned  to  Public  and 

Private  Schools 

$1,500  00 

FINES. 

Whole  amount  paid  into  County  Treasury.  . . | 

$8,052  35 

LICENSES. 

Whole  amount  paid  into  County  Treasury.  . . | 

$21,169  10 

POLL-TAX. 

Whole  amount  collected  in  the  State  | 


CLAIMS. 

Whole  amount  of  principal  and  interest  due. . 

Whole  amount  regarded  as  good 

Whole  amount  regarded  as  worthless 

Whole  amount  for  which  suits  for  collection 

have  been  instituted 

Whole  amount  of  fees  paid  Attorneys 

Total  amount  of  outstanding  claims 


$89,561  7 j 


$478,872  89 
229,103  74 
249,769  15 

153,005  00 
5,406  55 
$514,535  13 
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TABLE  XI. — Continued. 

STATISTICAL  SUMMARY  made  from  County  Superin- 
tendents’ Reports. 

EXPENDITURES. 


Whole  amount  expended  for  purchasing  school 

sites 

Whole  amount  expended  for  building  and 

repairing  School-houses 

Whole  amount  expended  for  rent  of  rooms 

and  buildings 

Whole  amount  of  contingent  expenses 

Whole  amount  expended  for  school  furniture . 
Whole  amount  expended  for  school  apparatus 
Whole  amount  expended  tor  Teachers’  sal- 
aries   

Average  monthly  salaries 

Whole  amount  expended  for  school  books.  . . 
Whole  amount  of  salary  due  and  paid  County 

Superintendents  

Whole  amount  due  and  paid  Secretaries  of 

Boards  of  Directors 

Whole  amount  due  and  paid  for  per  diem  and 

mileage  of  Directors 

Whole  amount  of  incidental  expenditures  for 

record  books,  stationery,  etc 

Total  amount  due  and  paid  School  Officers. . . 
Whole  amount  due  and  paid  for  Surveyors’ 

fees 

Total  expenditures  for  the  fiscal  year  ending 
January  1,  1872 


$33,921 

88 

157,374 

22 

25,601 

18 

20,736 

69 

34,861 

87 

5,409 

20 

624,233 

44 

$58 

90 

14,481 

16 

35,072 

70 

5,986 

25 

39,049 

42 

5,734 

68 

80,108 

37 

966 

00 

869,766 

07 

ABSTRACT  OF  RECORD  OF  EXAMINATION  OF  TEACHERS — CLASSIFIED 
SUMMARY. 


Whole  number  of  certificates  gran  ted  to  White 
Male  Teachers  of  the  first,  second  and 

third  grades  reported 

Whole  number  of  certificates  granted  to  White 
Female  Teachers  of  the  first,  second  and 

third  grades  reported 

Whole  number  of  certificates  granted  to  Col- 
ored Male  Teachers  of  the  first,  second  and 

third  grades  reported 

Whole  number  of  certificates  granted  to  Col- 
ored Female  Teachers  of  the  first,  second 

and  third  grades  reported 

Whole  number  of  Teachers  who  failed  to  pass 
examination  for  the  third  grade 


1,575 

681 

253 

147 


Whole  number  of  Teachers’  Institutes  held 

during  the  year 8 

A— 26 
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TABLE  XI. — Continued. 

STATISTICAL  SUMMARY  made  from  County  Superin- 
tendents' Reports. 

ABSTRACT  OF  RECORD  OF  EXAMINATION  OF  TEACHERS — CLASSIFIED 

summary — Continued. 


Whole  number  of  public  Lectures  or  Addresses 
delivered  by  Superintendents  upon  educa- 
tional topics  during  the  year 

Number  of  Teachers  attending  Institutes  dur- 
ing the  year 

Number  of  days  spent  in  school  visitation 

during  the  year 

Whole  amount  of  loss  in  loans  of  school 
funds,  including  principal  and  interest  to 

insolvent  debtors 

Whole  amount  of  loss  in  loans  of  school  funds 

for  want  of  proper  security 

Whole  amount  of  loss  in  rents  of  school  lands 
Whole  amount  of  loss  of  school  funds  on  ac- 
count of  neglect  and  want  of  proper  manage- 
ment on  part  of  school  officers 


275 

188 

2,127 

$210,662  57 

187,172  57 
18,370  00 

404,821  81 


GENERAL 


EDUCATIONAL  STATISTICS, 


TABLE  XII. 
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STATEMENT  showing  the  ratios  of  Illiteracy  and  homicides  in  the  States  where  Public  Education  has  been  fos- 
tered, and  the  States  where  it  has  been  indifferently  maintained;  compiled  by  the  National  Bureau  of  Educa- 
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OF 


NORMAL  SCHOOLS,  ACADEMIES 


AND  OTHER 


EDUCATIONAL  INSTITUTIONS. 


EEPOET  OF  THE  PEIKCIPAL 


OF  THE 


MISSISSIPPI  STATE  NORMAL. 

0 


lion.  II.  Ii.  Pease , Superintendent  of  Public  Education  : 

. I have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  pres- 
ent condition  of  the  State  Normal: 

So  short  a time  has  elapsed  since  my  appointment  'as  Prin- 
cipal of  the  Normal  School,  that  there  is  not  material  for  an 
extended  report;  but  there  are  a few  facts  in  the  history  of  the 
school  to  which  I wish  to  draw  your  attention,  and  a few  sug- 
gestions which  I wish  to  make  in  regard  to  wants,  which,  if 
supplied,  would  enable  the  Normal  to  serve  the  purpose  for 
which  it  was  intended  more  fully  than  under  the  present  cir- 
cumstances it  can  possibly  do. 

It  was  not  without  feeling  the  greatness  of  the  responsibility 
resting  upon  any  one  who  attempted  to  follow  out  the  plan  ot 
the  first  Principal,  that  I entered  upon  my  duties.  I should  be 
daring,  indeed,  were  I rashty  to  attempt  to  offer  an  equivalent 
for  the  energy,  perseverance  and  power  which  characterized 
him  in  his  labors  here  last  year.  His  power  is  still  felt,  and 
while  his  success  points  encouragement,  still,  he  has  erected  a 
high  standard  by  which  to  measure  ordinary  workers. 

My  connection  with  the  school  dates  from  January  4, 
1871,  when  I assumed  the  position  of  assistant  teacher.  At 
that  time  the  number  of  pupils  in  attendance  was  16. 

The  scholastic  year  closed  June  30.  The  whole  number  in 
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attendance  from  the  organization,  November  15,  1870,  to  June 
30,  1871,  was  50. 

On  September  18,  the  Normal  reopended  with  35  pupils — and 
here  allow  me  to  answer  a question  frequently  asked:  “What 
benefit  will  Mississippi  ever  derive  in  return  for  what  she  is 
expending  in  support  of  the  Normal?” 

Since  the  close  of  the  first  school  year,  26  ^Normal  pupils  have 
been  taught  in  the  Public  Schools  of  the  State.  Of  these,  a num- 
ber taught  only  two  months,  during  the  summer  vacation,  and 
then  returned  to  school  at  the  opening  of  the  fall  term.  The 
others  taught  longer  terms,  some  of  them  returning  to  school 
last  term,  and  others  teaching  through  the  entire  fall.  At  the 
close  of  the  fall  term  the  number  in  attendance  was  45,  ten  of 
the  last  year’s  pupils  being  still  engaged  in  teaching. 

While  it  is,  perhaps,  to  be  regretted  that  the  means  of  many 
of  the  pupils  will  not  allow  them  to  continue  steadily  at  school 
until  well  qualified  to  teach,  still,  the  energy  and  independ- 
ence which  they  evince  in  working  out  their  own  way  are 
highly  gratifying. 

For  our  course  of  study  I refer  you  to  our  catalogue,  copies 
of  which  are  in  the  hands  of  the  State  Superintendent  of 
Education. 

The  interest,  and,  we  think,  the  health,  too,  of  the  school  has 
been  promoted  by  the  introduction  of  free  gymnastics,  and 
lately  the  interest  has  been  increased  by  accompanying  the 
movements  by  music.  These  exercises  are  an  educational 
force  which  we  would  not  willingly  dispense  with,  for  besides 
necessitating  precision  in  movement,  they  aid  in  promoting  ac- 
curac}^  of  thought  and  expression. 

Besides  the  regular  class-room  work,  the  pupils  hold  a 
literary  society,  which  meets  weekly.  The  exercises  con- 
sist of  debates,  declamations,  the  reading  of  selections, 
and  original  essaj^s  and  music.  Every  exercise  is  care- 
fully prepared  and  corrected  by  the  teacher  before  it  is  brought 
before  the  societ}^.  We  have  found  that  thej^oung  people  are 
much  benefited  by  these  meetings,  in  the  increased  freedom  of 
expression  and  the  self-command  that  they  gain. 

Before  Professor  Gorman  left  the  Normal,  he  engaged  as 
assistant,  Miss  C.  Peck,  formerly  a pupil  of  the  Illinois 
Normal.  She  is  my  only  assistant,  and  a very  excellent  helper 
indeed. 

We  are  asked:  “Is  there  necessity  for  the  exercise  of  much 
discipline,  since  your  pupils  are  young  men  and  women,  and,  in 
the  main,  earnest,  faithful  persons?”  They  are,  on  the  whole, 
earnest  and  faithful,  and,  as  in  all  schools,  there  are  some  so 
strong  in  good  intentions  and  firm  of  will  that  rules  are  need- 
less; but  there  are  also  those  who,  though  having  good  pur- 
poses, lack  the  firmness,  or  may  be,  perseverance  necessary  to 
carry  them  out;  and  then  there  are  others  whose  instincts  are 
really  bad.  To  assist  the  wavering  and  to  restrain  the  way- 
ward, we  have  found  it  necessary  to  make  some  regulations  in 
regard  to  the  manner  in  which  the  pupils  spend  their  time  out 
of  school. 


414 


These  have  thus  far  worked  well.  The  weak  find  them  ail 
assistance,  and  the  strong  do  not  find  that  they  are  obliged  to 
give  up  anything  which  is  essential  to  their  happiness  or  well- 
being. 

The  pressing  need  of  the  Normal,  is  room.  Although  some 
who  were  here  last  term  have  been  obliged  to  go  out  to  teach, 
we  do  not  lose  in  numbers,  for  others  fill  their  places,  and 
applications  for  admission  are  constantly  coming  in.  Last 
term  the  room  we  had  was  barely  sufficient,  and  now  the  neces- 
sities of  Shaw  University  have  compelled  us  to  relinquish  a 
a part  of  what  we  then  had.  Then,  a reference  library  is  much 
needed,  and,  if  there  were  a room  for  the  purpose,  I could  easily 
procure  a large  number  of  volumes,  without  any  expense  to 
the  State.  But,  crowded  as  we  are,  it  is  impossible  to  do  any- 
thing in  the  matter. 

With  insufficient  room,  and  lacking  necessary  books,  the 
Normal  School  cannot  accomplish  what  it  ought  to,  and  what 
it  would  in  a commodious  building  with  suitable  appliances. 

If  the  Legislature  would  make  an  appropriation  with  which 
to  erect  a building — not  one  large  enough  to  accommodate  the 
school  a dozen  years  hence,  but  one  which  would  meet  its  wants 
for  a few  years  until  the  experiment  of  a State  Normal  School 
in  Mississippi  can  be  proved,  we  could,  I am  sure,  find  an 
easy  solution  for  the  question  which  vexes  so  many  County 
Superintendents:  “ What  shall  we  do  for  competent  teachers 
for  our  Public  Schools?” 

Very  respectfully, 

M.  E.  HUNTER, 

Principal  Mississippi  State  Normal  School, 

Holly  Springs,  Miss.,  Jan.  6,  1872. 


THE  COURSE  OF  STUDY. 

The  full  Course  occupies  four  years.  The  year  is  divided 
into  two  terms  of  twenty  weeks  each.  Many  students  find 
themselves  able  to  pass  examination  on  the  work  of  the  first 
year,  and  enter  at  once  upon  that  of  the  second. 

FIRST  TERM  OF  FIRST  YEAR. 

Reading. — Phonics.  Articulation  and  Pronunciation. 

Spelling. — Oral  and  Written. 

Arithmetic. — The  Decimal  System.  Factoring.  Fractions. 

Geography. — General  Principles.  Maps.  United  States. 

SECOND  TERM  OF  FIRST  YEAR. 

Reading. — Compass  and  Flexibility  of  Voice.  Analysis  of 
words  according  to  derivation  and  formation. 


415 


Grammar. — Et}^molog3^.  Syntax.  Critical  Parsing. 

Spelling. — W ritten. 

Arithmetic. — Compound  Numbers.  Percentage  and  its  ap- 
plications. 

Geography. — General  study  of  the  Continents  with  Maps. 

FIRST  TERM  OF  SECOND  YEAR. 

Beading. — Elocution. 

Grammar. — Capitalization.  Punctuation.  Idioms.  False 
Syntax. 

Spelling. — W ritten. 

Arithmetic. — Exchange.  Involution.  Evolution.  Arabic 
Method  of  notation,  using  bases  other  than  10;  applied  to 
Duodecimals. 

Geography. — Particular  study  of  Europe,  Asia,  and  Sacred 
Geography. 

SECOND  TERM  OF  SECOND  YEAR. 

Metaphysics.  —Mental  Philosophy. 

Bhetoric. — Formation  of  the  English  Language.  Taste. 
Stjde.  Figurative  Language.  Punctuation.  Composition. 
An  lay  sis. 

Algebra. — Notation.  Factoring.  Fractions.  Equations  of 
the  first  degree.  Deduction  of  Pules  for  Extraction  of  Roots  of 
Numbers.  Radicals. 

History. — United  States. 

FIRST  TERM  OF  THIRD  YEAR. 

Geometry. — Straight  lines  and  surfaces  bounded  by  straight 
lines.  Circles.  Solids.  Spheres. 

Drawing. — Perspective.  Sketches  from  Nature. 

History. — General  and  Ancient. 

Chemistry. — Elements.  Symbols.  Formulae.  Analysis. 

Philosophy  of  Chemistry. 

SECOND  TERM  OF  THIRD  YEAR. 

History  and  Methods  of  Education. — History  of  Culture. 
Biographies  and  Methods  of  Eminent  Educators. 

Criticism. — Study  of  Styles  of  Eminent  Writers.  Composi- 
tions during  the  term. 

Trignometry. — Plane  and  Spherical.  Practice. 

Physiology. — Comparative  Anatomy.  Study  of  the  Human 
Body.  Respiration.  Nutrition.  The  Nervous  System.  Laws 
of  Hygiene. 

FIRST  TERM  OF  FOURTH  YEAR. 

Constitution. — United  States  and  Mississippi. 

English  Literature. — Writings  of  Best  English  and  Ameri- 
can Writers. 

Physics. — Natural  Philosophy.  Mechanics.  Laws  of  Motion. 
Hydrostatics.  Hydraulics.  Optics.  Pneumatics.  Electricity 
and  Magnetism. 
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Botany. — Structural  Classification.  Analysis.  Analysis  of 
fifty  flowers  during  tlie  term. 

SECOND  TERM  OF  FOURTH  YEAR. 

School  Laws  of  Mississippi. — 

Astronomy. — Definitions.  Study  of  the  Constellations.  Solar 
System.  Refraction.  Parallax.  Time.  The  Seasons.  Mo- 
tion, Distances,  and  Orbits  of  the  Planets.  Eclipses,  Tides,  etc. 

Book-keeping. — Single  and  Double  Entry.  A set  of  books 
built  up  during  the  term. 

COURSE  OF  STUDY. 
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OPTIONAL  STUDIES. 

Latin,  Trigonometry,  (Advanced,) 

Greek,  Analytical  Geometry, 

Algebra,  (Advanced,)  Calculus, 

Zoology. 

MISCELLANEOUS  INFORMATION. 

ADMISSION. 

The  Normal  was  established  for  the  purpose  of  training 
Teachers  for  the  Public  Schools  of  the  State.  Only  persons 
intending  to  teach  are  admitted. 

Section  6 of  the  Act  establishing  the  School,  reads  as 
follows : 

“ Be  it  further  enacted , That  each  Representative  in  the 
State  shall  each  be  entitled  to  send  one  pupil  each  term  of 
twenty  weeks  of  said  school;  said  pupil  to  be  recommended 
by  the  Representative  to  the  Board  of  Trustees.  The  person 
thus  recommended  shall  be  admitted  free  of  tuition ; Provided, 
The  applicant  shall  be  of  good  moral  character,  and  shall  sus- 
tain a satisfactory  examination,  and  sign  a declaration  of  in- 
tention to  follow  the  business  of  teaching  Common  Scuools  in 
this  State  for  at  least  the  term  of  three  years.” 

In  addition  to  the  pupils  sent  by  Representatives,  the  Prin- 
cipal is  allowed  to  admit  persons  not  sent  by  Representatives, 
who  may  possess  the  required  qualifications  and  intentions. 
Male  applicants  must  have  attained  the  age  of  seventeen  years ; 
female  applicants  fifteen  years. 

All  pupils  must  give  evidence  of  good  moral  character. 

Each  applicant  is  to  undergo  a written  examination,  and  an- 
swer correctly  a certain  per  centum  of  a list  of  one  hundred 
questions.  The  manuscript  of  examination,  with  credentials, 
is  to  be  forwarded  by  the  County  Superintendent  of  Educa- 
tion, to  the  Principal  of  the  Normal  School,  to  be  decided 
upon  b}7  him. 

State  Superintendent  Pease  suggests  the  following  form  for 
Representatives  sending  pupils: 

“I  hereby  appoint  A B , to  receive  a scholarship, 

as  provided  by  law,  in  the  State  Normal  School,  at  Holly  Springs, 
Mississippi.  He  (or  she)  is  a person  of  good  moral  character, 
— years  of  age,  and  is  ready  and  willing  to  sign  a declaration 
of  intention  to  teach  in  the  Public  Schools  of  this  State  for 
a period  of  not  less  than  three  years. 

(Signed.) 

Representative County. 

As  the  school  fills  up,  the  standard  of  qualifications  will  be 
raised.  Any  information  that  maybe  desired  will  be  cheer 
fully  furnished  by  the  Principal,  on  application. 
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TUITION. 

No  charges  are  made  for  tuition.  Books  are  furnished  by 
the  State. 


EXPENSES. 

Board  can  be  procured  at  prices  ranging  from  ten  dollars  to 
fifteen  dollars.  Twelve  dollars  and  fifty  cents  is  the  usual 
price.  Washing  costs  sixty  cents  per  dozen. 

Some  of  the  railroads  favor  us  with  return  tickets,  without 
charge. 

Students  sent  by  Representatives  receive  fifty  cents  per 
week  from  the  State,  to  help  defray  their  expenses. 

ADDITIONAL  INFORMATION. 

The  strictest  discipline  is  enforced  in  the  school  and  at  the 
boarding  houses.  Students  are  required  to  be  in  their  rooms 
at  a certain  hour  in  the  evening,  to  remain  until  morning,  un- 
less permission  to  be  out  has  been  given  by  the  Principal. 
The  opportunities  for  religious  instruction  are  good.  Sunday- 
Schools  and  services  are  held  in  the  churches  of  the  different 
denominations  in  the  city.  There  is  also  a Sunday-School  in 
the  Normal,  taught  by  its  teachers.  Connected  with  the 
School,  the  students  have  a Literal  Society,  in  which  they  are 
drilled  in  Debating,  Composition,  Public  Speaking,  Parliamen- 
tary Usages,  etc.  Gymnastics  and  Music  are  part  of  the 
daily  exercises  of  the  School.  Holly  Springs  can  be  reached 
with  ease  from  any  point  in  the  State,  and  is  one  of  the 
healthiest  and  most  beautiful  of  our  cities. 

The  Fall  Term  of  1871  begins  Monday,  September  18. 
The  Spring  Term  of  1872,  in  February. 

It  is  desirable  that  each  student  intending  to  attend  during 
the  Fall  Term,  should  be  in  attendance  on  the  morning  of  the 
first  day  of  the  Term.  It  will  be  to  the  advantage  of  the 
pupil  to  begin  with  his  class.  New  classes  cannot  be  formed 
during  the  Term  for  the  convenience  of  those  who  may  come 
dropping  in  from  time  to  time. 


REPORT  OP  THE 


TREASURER  OF  THE  STATE  NORMAL. 


To  Mis  Excellency,  E.  C.  Powers , Governor  of  Mississippi : 

Sir — I have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your 
letter  of  the  14th  inst.,  requesting  a report  of  the  condition  of 
the  Normal  School  at  this  place.  In  reply,  I have  the  honor 
to  respectfully  submit: 

t)uring  the  summer  vacation  of  ten  weeks,  ten  of  the  pupils 
taught  two  months  each,  since  the  close  of  last  term,  and  have 
since  returned  to  school.  Ten  others  are  still  engaged  in 
teaching.  County  Superintendents  give  encouraging  reports 
of  the  thorough  work  done  by  the  Normal  pupils ; and  say 
they  will  gladly  give  schools  to  as  many  as  are  sent  to  them. 
The  number  of  pupils  in  attendance  are  46. 

As  the  school  has  been  in  operation  but  little  more  than  a 
year^  and  tlye  course  of  study  embraces  four  years,  no  gradu- 
ates have  been  sent  out  as  yet.  One  person  has  been  expelled. 

The  general  health  is  excellent.  Almost  all  the  pupils  now 
here  will  relnain  during  the  coming  year.  I cannot  now  say, 
definitely,  as  to  the  number  of  new  pupils  who  will  attend  at 
the  close  of  the  holidays.  A few  have  applied.  Nearly  all  of 
the  pupils  who  attended  last  year  and  who  are  now  teaching, 
Will  return,  and  I feel  confident  the  Normal  School  will  begin 
the  year  18?2  very  favorably. 

And  I Would  furthermore  respectfully  submit  that  the  build- 
ing now  occupied  is  insufficient  for  the  number  of  pupils, 
while  there  is  another  department  in  session.  It  is  so  arranged 
that  neither  the  upper  or  lower  story  is  suited  to  their  wants. 


420 


One  of  the  rooms  up  stairs  is  used  by  pupils  of  the  Shaw  Uni- 
versity as  a recitation  room,  and  the  passing  of  pupils  of  both 
schools  through  the  same  hall,  occasions  much  noise  and  con- 
fusion, which  ought  to  be  avoided. 

The  school  furniture  is  poor,  and  poorly  suited  to  the  class 
of  pupils  now  attending.  As  they  advance  with  the  higher 
studies  of  the  course,  more  books  and  apparatus  will  be  needed. 
One  of  the  most  pressing  wants  of  the  school  is  a reference 
library.  If  there  was  a room  suitable,  a large  number  of  books 
could  be  procured  without  expense  to  the  State. 

I would  also  respectfully  urge  upon  your  Excellency,  j^our 
recommendation  to  the  Legislature  that  an  appropriation  suf- 
ficiently large  be  made  to  buy  a site,  and  erect  a building  for 
the  school,  that  would  more  fully  meet  the  requirements  than 
the  building  now  occupied.  I feel  confident  that  if  such  steps 
be  taken,  the  State  will  be  greatly  benefited  by  the  superior 
class  of  teachers  who  would  take  advantage  of  such  privileges, 
and  go  out  imparting  their  knowledge  to  others. 

I have  the  honor  to  remain, 

Very  respectfully, 

G.  WILEY  WELLS, 
Treasurer  Normal  School . 

Holly  Springs,  December  26,  1871. 


REPORT  OF  THE  PRINCIPAL 


OF  THE 

NORMAL  DEPARTMENT 

Of  THE 

TOUGALOO  UNIVERSITY. 


■O 


To  Hon.  II.  B.  Pease , 

State  Superintendent  of  Education,  Jackson: 

The  special  design  of  the  Normal  Department  is  to  prepare 
teachers  for  the  Public  Schools.  It  was  first  organized  as  a 
separate  department  in  October,  1871. 

Instruction  has  been  given  to  47  students  in  this  department 
since  its  separate  organization. 

It  is  intended  that  while  thorough  instruction  is  being  given 
in  the  branches  pursued,  the  fact  that  the  pupils  are  preparing 
to  teach  shall  be  kept  constantly  in  view,  and  that  they  be 
drilled  in  the  best  modes  of  imparting  instruction,  and  in  the 
government  and  management  of  pupils. 

That  this  may  be  brought  about  in  a practical  manner,  there 
is  connected  with  the  Normal  a Training  or  “ Mode  1”  Depart- 
ment, consisting  of  two  grades,  Primary  and  Intermediate. 

An  important  part  of  the  training  of  Normal  students  will 
consist  in  their  being  placed  in  charge  of  classes  in  this  depart- 
ment, thus,  under  the  immediate  supervision  of  experienced 
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teachers,  testing  and  strengthening  their  power  of  school 
government,  and  of  imparting  knowledge  to  others. — (See  cata- 
logue appended  to  this  report.) 

It  is  hoped  that  by  this  method,  found  to  be  of  so  great 
utility  in  Normal  training  in  other  States,  we  shall  be  able  to 
prepare  professional  teachers,  who  will  do  much  toward  raising 
the  standard  of  the  Public  Schools. 

COURSES  OF  STUDY. 

Two  courses  of  study  have  been  adopted — an  elementary 
course  of  two  years,  and  an  advanced  course,  also  of  two  y ears. 
Students  taking  both  courses  will  be  able  to  complete  them  in 
three  years. 


PRESENT  STANDARD  OF  ADMISSION. 

Pupils  to  be  received  into  the  Normal  Department  are 
required  to  possess  a fair  understanding  of  the  fundamental 
rules  of  arithmetic,  of  primary  geography,  and  to  have  general 
knowledge  sufficient  for  the  commencement  of  grammar  as  a 
regular  study. 

STAGE  OF  ADVANCEMENT  NOW  REACHED. 

The  first  or  advanced  class  has  reached  the  subject  of  per- 
centage in  arithmetic,  and  will  be  prepared  at  the  commence- 
ment of  the  Spring  Term  in  April,  1872,  to  drop,  for  the  time, 
the  studies  of  geography  and  grammar,  and  go  on  with  other 
more  advanced  studies. 

LIBRARY  AND  APPARATUS. 

The  library  of  the  Normal  Department  numbers  already  over 
one  thousand  volumes,  to  which  additions  are  being  made. 
Sufficient  apparatus  for  the  present  use  of  the  school  is  secured, 
consisting  principally  of  maps,  charts,  globes,  object  teaching 
forms,  mathematical  forms,  and  solids,  etc. 

MUSIC,  ETC. 

Vocal  music  is  taught  as  a regular  branch  in  the  school,  and 
is  placed  on  the  same  footing  as  any  other  study.  During  the 
past  term  a class  of  thirty  students  has  made  excellent  advance- 
ment in  this  study. 

The  best  facilities  are  offered  to  those  desirous  of  receiving  in- 
struction in  instrumental  music.  Two  first-class  instruments 
— an  organ  and  a piano — are  kept  for  this  purpose.  During  the 
last  term,  instruction  in  this  branch  was  given  to  seven  pupils. 

Those  who  wish,  will  receive  instruction  in  ornamental  needle- 
work, advanced  drawing,  etc. 
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TEACHERS  EMPLOYED. 


Three  regular  teachers  are  employed  in  this  Normal  Depart- 
ment at  the  present  time. 

Respectfully,  etc., 

A.  J.  STEELE, 

Principal  Normal  Department. 
Tugaloo,  Miss.,  Dec,  8,  1861. 


EXTRACTS  FROM  THE  CATALOGUE  FOR  1871. 

* * * * * % % 

The  Agricultural  Department  is  a marked  feature  of  the 
institution.  A plantation  of  some  five  hundred  acres,  owned  by 
the  institution  and  under  the  management  of  Mr.  H.  S.  Beals, 
a gentleman  of  much  experience  and  ability,  affords  rare  facili- 
ties for  instruction  in  practical  farming,  and,  at  the  same  time, 
gives  those  who  desire  it  an  opportunity  to  pay  part,  or  the 
whole  of  their  expenses  by  manual  labor,  without  materially 
interfering  with  their  studies.  An  Industrial  Department  will 
be  of  equal  value  to  females,  who  desire  it,  in  the  way  of 
defraying  expenses,  and  in  giving  practical  knowledge  and  ex- 
perience in  household  and  other  womanly  duties. 

NORMAL  DEPARTMENT. 

The  design  of  this  department  is  to  train  teachers  for  the 
Public  Schools. 

It  consists  of  a Normal  and  Training,  or  “ Model  ” Depart- 
ment. The  Normal  is  to  provide  thorough  instruction,  especi- 
ally in  those  studies  taught  in  the  Public  Schools,  giving  the 
students  the  benefit  of  the  most  approved  methods  of  teaching; 
so  that,  while  they  are  acquiring  the  knowledge  necessary  to 
their  profession,  they  may  also  become  familiar  with  the  best 
methods  of  imparting  knowledge  to  those  who  may  come  under 
their  guidance  in  the  future. 

The  Training  Department  will  consist  of  two  grades;  the 
Primary  and  Intermediate.  Its  object  is  to  impart  instruction 
in  the  more  rudimentary  branches;  to  prepare  those  who  desire 
it  for  admission  to  the  regular  Normal  classes,  and  to  afford 
opportunities  to  students  of  the  Normal  classes  for  practising 
the  modes  of  teaching  in  which  they  receive  instruction. 

This  practice  will  be  under  the  supervision  of  experienced 
instructors,  who  will  point  out  errors,  commend  excellencies, 
and  suggest  means  of  improvement. 

NECESSARY  EXPENSES. 

The  institution  being  partly  under  the  auspices  of  the 
American  Missionary  Association,  and  enjoying  the  advantages 
of  the  farm,  all  expenses  are  reduced  to  the  lowest  rates.  The 
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tuition  in  the  Normal  Department  is  fixed  at  the  moderate  sum 
of  one  dollar  per  month. 

Students  desiring  to  secure  board  in  the  institution  will  be 
accommodated  with  good  rooms,  comfortably  furnished,  and 
with  good,  plain  board,  in  the  Students'  Boarding  Hall,  at  the 
reduced  charge  of  ten  dollars  per  month. 

All  necessary  text  books  will  be  supplied  to  students  at 
thirty  cents  per  month — making  the  absolute  school  expenses  of 
any  student  not  over  twelve  dollars  per  month. 

DISCIPLINE. 

All  necessary  supervision  will  be  exercised  over  the  depart- 
ment and  habits  of  students  in  their  boarding  houses. 

They  will  be  held  to  a strict  account  for  the  keeping  of  study 
hours,  and  no  calls  will  be  allowed  during  the  time  set  apart 
for  this  purpose.  Ladies  will  not  be  allowed  to  receive  calls 
from  gentlemen,  or  to  ride  or  walk  with  them  without  permis- 
sion from  the  Principal. 

Use  of  firearms  by  any  of  the  students  on  the  place  is  pro- 
hibited, unless  by  permission. 

Use  of  intoxicating  drinks  is  entirely  prohibited.  All  stu- 
dents will  be  required  to  attend  religious  worship,  regularly,  on 
the  Sabbath. 

Such  other  rules  of  ladylike  and  gentlemanly  conduct  will  be 
given  to  the  students  as  will  tend  to  growth  in  moral  excel- 
lence, and  in  that  cultivation  of  manners  that  will  make  them 
models  for  their  pupils  when  they  are  called  to  teach. 

All  students  are  expected  to  yield  ready  and  willing  obe- 
dience to  all  the  regulations  of  the  school,  as  it  is  self-evident 
no  others  are  suitable  candidates  for  the  work  of  teaching. 

LOCATION. 

This  institution  is  located  near  Tougaloo  Station,  on  the  New 
Orleans,  Jackson  and  Great  Northern  Railroad,  seven  miles 
north  of  Jackson,  Mississippi.  It  is  easy  of  access  from  differ- 
ent parts  of  Mississippi  and  other  States. 

Separated  from  town  or  city,  the  place  is  peculiarly  favorable 
to  stimty,  and  free  from  evil  influences. 

BUILDINGS  AND  GROUNDS. 

There  are  three  fine  buildings  for  the  purposes  of  the  institu- 
tion. One  exclusively  for  the  accommodation  of  male  students 
from  a distance,  another  for  females. 

The  grounds  are  ample,  and  the  site,  upon  high  roiling 
land,  in  the  midst  of  a fine  grove  of  oaks,  both  pleasant  and 
healthful. 
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COURSES  OF  INSTRUCTION 
ELEMENTARY  COURSE, 

FIRST  YEAR. 

First  Term — Arithmetic  (Oral  and  Written  ),  Grammar,  Geo- 
graphy and  Map  Drawing,  Spelling,  Reading,  Penmanship, 
Vocal  Music,  Gymnastics. 

Second  Term — Arithmetic,  Grammar  and  Analysis,  Geo- 
graphy (Physical  and  Descriptive),  Reading,  Spelling,  Penman- 
ship, Light  Gymnastics. 

Third  Term — Arithmetic,  Composition  and  Rhetoric,  Botany, 
Vocal  Music,  Impromptu  Composition,  Zoology  (by  Object 
Method). 

SECOND  YEAR. 

First  Term — Elementary  Algebra,  United  States  Histor}r, 
Composition  and  Rhetoric,  Methods  of  Giving  Object  Lessons, 
Declamations,  Essays,  etc.,  Lectures  on  Qualifications  of 
Teachers. 

Second  Term — Algebra,  Physiology,  United  States  History, 
Vocal  Music,  Essa}rs,  Declamations,  Gymnastics,  Lectures,  etc. 

Third  Term — Algebra,  Arithmetic  Reviewed,  Grammar  Re- 
viewed, School  Economy,  School  Laws,  Lectures,  etc.,  Civil 
Government. 

Object  Lessons,  including  Lessons  on  Objects,  Forms, 
Inventive  Drawing,  Size,  Color,  Place,  Weight,  Sound,  Animals, 
etc.,  will  be  given  through  the  entire  course. 

ADVANCED  COURSE. 

Students  to  be  admitted  to  this  course  must  pass  a satisfac- 
tory examination  in  all  the  studies  of  the  Elementary  Course. 

FIRST  YEAR. 

First  Term \ — Higher  Algebra,  Natural  Philosophy,  Geometry’ 
Perspective  Drawing,  Compositions,  Declamations,  Light  Gym- 
nastics. 

Second  Term — Algebra,  General  History,  Geometr}',  Drawing, 
Vocal  Music,  Select  Readings,  Lectures  on  School  Management. 

Third  Term. — Algebra,  Book-keeping,  General  History, 
Object  Lessons,  Penmanship,  Light  Gymnastics. 

SECOND  YEAR. 

First  Term — Chemistry,  Zoology,  Geometry,  Class  Lectures 
on  Teaching,  General  Exercises  conducted  by  Pupils,  Essays,  etc. 

Second  Term — Chemistry,  Geology,  Arithmetic  Reviewed, 
Vocal  Music,  Class  Exercises  before  School,  Lectures,  etc. 

Third  Term — Astronomy,  Grammar  Reviewed,  United  States 
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History  Reviewed,  Practice  with  Classes,  Exercises  before 
School,  Lectures  on  School  Economy. 

Instruction  in  morals  and  behavior  will  be  given  and  en- 
forced throughout  both  Courses  of  study. 


EXTEA  CHARGES. 

Extra  charges  will  be  made  for  lessons  in  Instrumental 
Music,  Advanced  Drawing,  etc. 

ATTENDANCE. 

It  is  hoped  that  all  students  will  be  present  on  the  first  da}r 
of  each  term. 

By  being  a few  days  late  students  will  find  that  they  will  be 
obliged  to  work  at  a great  disadvantage  through  the  remaining 
part  of  the  term,  besides  putting  the  teachers  to  a great  incon- 
venience. 

ANNOUNCEMENT  FOR  1871-2. 


The  school  is  divided  into  three  terms. 

The  first  commencing  on  the  first  Wednesday  of  October,  and 
continuing  twelve  weeks.  The  second  commencing  on  the  first 
Wednesday  in  January,  and  continuing  thirteen  weeks.  The 
third  commencing  the  first  Wednesday  in  April,  continuing 
twelve  weeks.  School  closing  for  the  year  June  28, 1871. 

BOARD  OF  TRUSTEES. 


Lt.  Gov.  R.  C.  Powers, 

IIon.  H.  W.  Warren, 

Hon.  M.  T.  Newsom, 

Rev.  E.  M.  Cravath, 

Prof.  H.  S.  Beals, 

Hon.  H.  R.  Pease,  Supt.  P.  Ed. 
Hon.  T.  W.  Stringer, 


Gen.  C.  H.  Howard, 

Rev.  M.  E.  Strisby, 

G.  R.  Lemons, 

Hon.  G.  C.  McKee,  M.  C. 
Hon.  John  R.  Lynch, 
Selden  N.  Clark, 

Rev.  Geo.  Whipple. 


INSTRUCTORS. 


ACADEMIC  DEPARTMENT. 

E.  TUCKER,  A.  M., 

Principal,  and  Professor  of  Ancient  Languages. 
MISS  S BEALS. 


NORMAL  DEPARTMENT. 

Prof.  A.  J.  STEELE, 
Principal,  and  Lecturer  on  Practical  Teaching. 


MISS  L.  E.  EASTMAN, 

MISS  A.  J.  CRANDALL, 
Teacher  of  Music,  Instrumental  and  Vocal. 

AGRICULTURAL  DEPARTMENT. 

H.  S.  BEALS, 

Superintendent  and  Business  Agent. 
MRS.  H.  C.  BEALS,  Matron. 


EXTRACTS  FROM  THE  ANNUAL  REPORT 


OF  THE 

BOARD  OF  TRUSTEES 

OF  THE 

INSTITUTION  FOR  THE  DEAF  AND  DUMB. 


* * * * -*  * * * * 
* * * * We  are  gratified  to  announce  that  in  six 

months  from  the  appointment  of  the  Board  of  Trustees,  the 
Institution  has  been  placed  in  complete  order  and  successful 
operation,  and  is  now  at  the  service  of  the  State.  In  the  ap- 
pointment of  officers  of  the  Institution,  the  Trustees  consider 
themselves  fortunate  in  having  engaged  the  services  of  Dr.  J. 
L.  Carter,  as  Principal;  Professor  L.  W.  Saunders,  as  Teacher; 
and  Miss  B.  A.  Cabaniss,  as  Matron.  We  take  pleasure  in  com- 
mending each  of  these  as  peculiarly  adapted  to  the  duties  of 
their  respective  positions.  The  Institution  was  formally  opened 
for  the  reception  of  pupils,  on  the  first  day  of  December, 
and  already  there  is  a class  of  nine,  with  a prospect  of  a large 
addition  at  the  beginning  of  the  year. 

* * * * * * 

In  making  estimates  for  the  ensuing  year,  the  Trustees  are 
unable  to  say  definitely  what  amount  will  be  needed.  The 
present  appropriation  of  $5,000  was  doubtless  intended  merely 
as  an  outfit,  and  a portion  of  this  has  been  already  expended 
in  this  direction.  This  amount  is  evidently  insufficient  for  the 
general  purposes  of  the  Institution,  and  an  additional  appro- 
priation will  be  required.  The  probabilites  are  that  nearly 
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all  of  the  pupils  of  the  Institution  will  consist  of  a class  who 
are  unable  to  pay,  and  the  Trustees  submit  to  your  Excellency 
and  the  Legislature,  Whether  it  would  not  be  in  keeping  with 
the  magnanimity  of  the  State  to  open  the  doors  of  this  Institu- 
tion to  all  its  unfortunates,  free  of  charge,  except  for  expenses 
of  clothing,  etc. 

There  are  those  who  feel  a delicacy  in  admitting  their  in- 
ability to  pay  as  required  by  the  present  conditions  for  the 
admission  of  pupils,  and  why  should  the  unfortunate  be 
required  to  suffer  in  consequence?  Is  it  not  enough  to  be  de- 
prived of  the  sweet  influences  of  hearing  and  speech,  without 
the  further  restriction  of  education,  imposed  by  reason  of 
poverty?  In  the  changed  condition  of  things  there  are  many 
'who  were  once  affluent,  Who  are  now  poor,  and  on  every  hand 
may  be  found  subjects  of  misfortune  and  charity,  whose  con- 
dition may  be  materially  improved  by  a prudent  and  generous 
legislation. 

The  Board  of  Trustees  earnestly  recommend  that  this 
restriction  be  removed,  and  that  they  be  authorized  to  an- 
nounce the  benefits  of  the  Institution,  free  and  accessible  to 
all  the  deaf  and  dumb  children  of  the  State. 

Upon  an  estimate  that  there  will  not  be  less  than  forty 
pupils  in  the  Institution  during  the  coming  year,  and  that  a 
generous  Legislature  will  provide  for  the  free  admission  of  all 
the  unfortunate  who  may  make  application,  it  is  recommended 
that  an  additional  appropriation  of  $15,000  be  made  in  behalf 
of  this  branch  of  the  State  charities. 

Mississippi  has  done  nobly  in  the  provisions  she  has  already 
made  for  her  unfortunates;  the  generous  appropriations  of  the 
past  in  this  direction  are  sufficient  proof  that  she  will  not  fail 
to  respond  to  any  reasonable  sum  that  maybe  required  to 
sustain  and  support  the  institutions  she  has  reared  for  the 
benefit  of  her  unfortunate  citizens. 

By  reference  to  Sec.  5,  of  the  Act  in  relation  to  the  Deaf  and 
Dumb  Asylum,  it  will  be  seen  that  the  appropriation  of  $50,000 
is  based  upon  certain  conditions,  whereby  the  Institution  sur- 
renders find  relinquishes  certain  claims  upon  the  State, 


amounting  to  said  sum,  as  follows: 

First  -The  tract  of  land  near  the  city  of  Jackson, 
upon  which  the  Institution  was  formerly  established, 

and  estimated  at  the  sum  of $ 8’, 000 

Second — A receipt  for  loaned  money  executed  by  the 
Trustees  of  the  Lunatic  Asylum,  February  13,  1868, 

amounting  to  the  sum  of 15,000 

Third — A relinquishment  of  the  standing  appropria- 
tion of  nine  thousand  dollars  per  annum,  from  1868, 
to  date,  amounting  to 27,000 


Making,  in  the  aggregate $ 50,000 


The  amount,  therefore,  received  from  the  State,  is  the 
annual  appropriation  of  $5,000,  dating  from  October  1st,  1871. 
By  the  report  of  the  Principal,  submitted  to  the  Trustees, 
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and  which  accompanies  this  report,  it  wull  he  seen  that  he  has 
taken  a special  interest  in  ascertaining  the  number  of  deaf  and 
dumb  children  in  the  State,  and  that  he  unices  with  the  Board 
in  recommending  the  general  measures  set  forth  in  this  report. 

The  law  provides  that  the  pupils  of  the  Institution  shall  be 
learned  some  useful  trade  or  emplo3Tment,  as  a means  of  sub- 
sistence in  after  life.  This  is  very  earnestly  recommended  in 
the  report  of  the  Principal,  and  is  cheerfully  indorsed  by 
the  Trustees,  as  a measure  of  wise  policy.  The  deaf  mute 
is  possessed,  in  an  equal  degree,  of  that  pride  of  character 
which  depends  upon  its  own  resources,  and  the  contest  being 
unequal,  it  becomes  more  especially  the  duty  of  the  State  to 
afford  all  the  facilities  whereby  he  ma}^  most  successfully  be 
prepared  to  depend  upon  himself  after  he  shall  have  left  the 
Institution.  To  furnish  these  facilities  would  require  addi- 
tional buildings  for  use  as  shops,  etc.  This  would  requii’e 
additional  appropriations.  The  subject  is  respectfully  sub- 
mitted and  commended  to  the  consideration  of  the  State 
authorities. 

We  cannot  close  this  report  without  making  acknowledgments 
of  the  interest  taken,  and  the  valuable  suggestions  given,  from 
time  to  time,  by  Governors  Alcorn  and  Powders,  and  Hon.  G.  C. 
McKee,  during  his  services  as  a member  of  the  Board;  nor 
can  we  fail  to  mention  the  very  important  assistance  rendered 
by  Col.  J.  Willis,  State  Architect,  to  whose  taste  and  skill  we 
are  so  much  indebted  for  the  elegance  and  convenience  of 
arrangement  which  characterizes  the  Institution. 

In  concluding  this,  their  first  report,  the  Trustees  beg  leave 
to  say  that  they  have  discharged  the  responsible  duties  with 
which  they  have  been  intrusted,  to  the  best  of  their  ability  In 
the  establishment  of  the  Institution,  these  duties  have  been 
at  times,  anxious  and  arduous.  It  has  been  necessary  to  have 
frequent  meetings;  questions  of  grave  responsibility  have 
been  discussed,  and  opinions  have  been  freely  exchanged  as  to 
the  best  means  of  subserving  and  promoting  the  interests  com- 
mitted to  their  charge. 

In  submitting  the  results  of  th6se  deliberations,  we  cannot 
but  congratulate  the  authorities  of  the  State  in  again  provid- 
ing for  the  education  of  those  who  are  dependent  upon  her 
charities,  and  thus  rearing  an  additional  monument  to  the  phi- 
lanthropic spirit  of  the  age. 

The  age  of  miracles  is  past.  We  have  not  the  power  to  re- 
store hearing  to  the  deaf,  and  speech  to  the  dumb,  but  it  is 
none  the  less  our  duty  to  ameliorate,  as  far  as  we  may,  the 
condition  of  these  to  whom  a mysterious  Providence  has 
allotted  these  misfortunes. 

What  more  noble  invention  than  that  devised  by  which  the 
deaf  and  dumb  may  learn  to  read  and  write?  And  what  more 
godlike  charity  than  that  which  furnishes  the  means  whereby 
these  unfortunate  “ children  of  silence  ” shall  be  enabled  to 
receive  the  lights  of  knowledge  and  religion?  The  benevolent 
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institutions  of  a State  are  its  proudest  monuments— more 
enduring  than  brass  or  marble.  The  memory  of  these  institu- 
tions of  mercy  shall  live  when  all  that  is  earthly  shall  have 
passed  away. 

R.  J.  ALCORN,  1 
M.  S.  CRAFT, 

E.  W.  CABANISS, 

C.  CALDWELL, 

C.  A.  FOSTER, 


y Trustees, 


ANNUAL  REPORT 


of 


J.  L.  CARTER,  M.  D,,  PRINCIPAL 

Of  THE 


INSTITUTION  FOR  THE  DEAF  AND  DUMB, 


To  the  hoard  of  Trustees : 

Gentlemen — At  a meeting  of  yottr  Board*  on  the  8th  day  of 
July  last,  it  was  your  pleasure  to  confer  upon  me  the  position 
of  Principal  of  this  Institution.  While  I acknowledge  the 
honor  thus  conferred*  and  fully  appreciate  the  responsibility 
of  the  position*  I pledge  whatever  energy  and  ability  I 
possess  to  the  labor  of  conducting,  with  your  supervision  and 
advice,  this  great  charity*  so  as  to  benefit  in  the  highest  degree 
possible,  the  unfortunate  class  of  persons  for  whom  it  was 
intended. 

Immediately  'after  receiving  the  appointment,  I proceeded* 
by  your  instruction,  to  occupy  the  building  purchased  for  the 
purpose  of  re-establishing  the  Institution  for  the  Education  of 
the  Deaf  and  Dumb  in  this  State.  Since  that  time,  I have 
been  engaged  in  corresponding  with  the  mutes*  and  other  per- 
sons, in  almost  every  county  in  the  State,  to  ascertain  as  near 
as  possible,  the  number  of  deaf  and  dumb  of  school  age  that 
could  be  collected  into  the  Institution  during  the  succeeding 
year,  in  order  that  your  Board  might  possess  the  requisite  in- 
formation for  asking  an  appropriation  from  the  Legislature 
necessary  for  the  support  of  the  Institution  for  one  year. 
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In  the  meantime,  your  Board  has  erected  an  addition  to  the 
large  building  purchased — a new  building,  attached  as  a wing 
to  the  main  building — making  accommodations  for  about  forty 
pupils.  Altogether,  it  makes  the  Institution  beautiful  and 
attractive,  as  well  as  convenient  and  comfortable. 

I was  sent,  during  the  erection  of  this  building,  to  Cincin- 
nati to  purchase  furniture  for  the  Institution.  It  required  ten 
days  to  perform  that  duty,  and  at  an  expense  of  one  hundred 
dollars.  The  furniture  was  purchased,  received  and  ready  to 
be  placed  in  the  Institution  immediately  upon  its  completion. 
The  new  building  was  completed  on  the  first  day  of  December, 
by  Mr.  H.  M.  Taylor,  the  energetic  contractor,  in  accordance 
with  his  agreement.  At  the  same  time,  Mr.  J.  B.  Allen  com- 
pleted his  contract  for  putting  in  the  water-works.  This  has 
been  well  done,  and  is  now  in  complete  order  and  in  use. 

While  on  my  trip  to  Cincinnati,  I availed  myself  of  the 
occasion  to  visit  the  Institution  for  the  Deaf  and  Dumb  in 
Columbus,  Ohio,  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  such  information 
as  may  be  useful  in  its  application  to  our  school.  This  is  one 
of  the  most  prominent  institutions  of  Che  kind  in  the  county, 
and  presents  all  the  facilities  for  the  education  of  the  deaf 
and  dumb,  resulting  from  a long  experience. 

The  Superintendent  of  that  Institution  is  Mr.  G.  O.  Fay, 
■whom  I found  to  be  a gentleman  of  ability  and  deeply  inter- 
ested in  the  education  of  th-e  deaf  and  dumb.  He  received 
me  into  the  Institution,  and  offered  me  every  facility  of  obtain- 
ing the  information  desired. 

I have  corresponded  with  a number  of  other  institutions,  and 
they  have  all  given  me  information  and  assistance.  I take 
pleasure  in  making  in  this  connection,  special  mention  of  Mr. 
John  A.  Jacobs,  jr.,  of  the  Kentucky  Institution,  and  Rev.  H. 
P.  Peet,  of  the  New  York  Institution.  Both  of  these  gentle- 
men have  taken  an  interest  in  the  welfare  of  our  Institution, 
and  have  given  me  substantial  aid  in  the  way  of  books  and 
papers  on  the  subject  of  deaf-mute  education. 

This  Institution  was  formally  opened  on  the  first  day  of 
December  for  the  reception  of  the  deaf  and  dumb,  in  this 
State,  of  school  age,  which  has  been  fixed  by  your  Board,  from 
ten  3rears  of  age  to  twentj^-five. 

Up  to  this  time  I have  received  nine  pupils  into  the  Institu- 
tion, and  thirty-five  have  made  application  for  admission. 

I think  it  but  fair  to  assume  that  the  thirty-five  that  have 
made  application  for  admission  will  enter  the  Institution  at  the 
beginning  of  the  year.  Consequently,  I recommend  that  an 
appropriation  be  asked  for,  sufficient  to  maintain,  at  least,  that 
number  in  the  Institution. 

To  keep  up  a new  Institution,  as  this  is,  will  cost  more  the 
first  than  it  will  an y subsequent  year.  Many  things  that  it  will 
be  necessary  to  purchase  will  last  indefinitely,  and,  conse- 
quently,  will  reduce  the  expenses  as  the . Institution  becomes 
well  organized  and  permanently  established. 

I have  obtained  information  that  there  are  as  many  as  ninety 
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deaf  and  dumb  in  this  State,  of  school  age.  I think  the  pros* 
pect  is  very  favorable  for  a large  number  to  enter  the  Institu- 
tion  at  an  early  day,  by  nine  having  entered  almost  immedi- 
ately upon  opening,  and  thirty-five  have  previously  made 
application. 

The  deaf  mutes  of  this  State  have  been  deprived  for  such  a 
great  length  of  time  of  an  opportunity  for  receiving  an  educa- 
cation,  that  they  seem  now  anxious  to  enter  an  institution  for 
that  object. 

“ The  deaf-mute  is  found  in  his  normal  condition  in  a state 
of  pitable  ignorance  and  helpless  dependence.  The  work 
which  humanity  has  to  do  for  him  is  to  raise  him  to  intelligence 
and  virtue;  and  to  make  him  a self-reliant,  independent,  pro- 
ductive citizen.” 

In  order  to  do  this,  he  must  be  educated — intellectually  and 
mechanically.  His  intellect  can  be  developed  in  the  school* 
room,  but  a knowledge  of  the  mechanic  arts  can  be  obtained 
only  in  work-shops,  established  for  that  purpose.  Learning 
some  useful  trade  is  an  essential  part  of  the  education  of  the 
deaf  and  dumb.  So,  when  they  leave  the  Institution  with  a 
fair  education,  they  can  take  care  of  themselves. 

The  kind  of  trades  to  be  taught  are  those  which  produce 
articles  in  common  use,  and  demand  little  capital  in  the  way  of 
stock  and  tools. 

The  proper  place  for  a mute  to  learn  a trade  is  in  a Deal*  and 
Dumb  Institution,  and  the  best  time  is  that  in  which  he  is  pur- 
suing his  intellectual  education,  and  immediately  under  the 
supervision  of  the  officers  of  the  Institution.  Experience  has 
shown  that  the  time  the  pupils  spends  in  school  is  the  best, 
both  for  his  intellectual  and  mechanical  training. 

We  have  at  present  accommodations  for  about  forty  pupils, 
in  everything  except  school-rooms  and  shops.  We  will  need 
two  additional  school-rooms,  three  rooms  for  the  trades,  and  a 
large  room  to  be  used  for  a chapel,  where  the  pupils  can  bo  in- 
structed in  religious  exercises.  The  latter  room  can  be  used 
for  public  examinations.  We  have  no  room  at  present  that  can 
be  used  for  that  purpose. 

The  three  trades  that  I reccommend  to  be  established,  are — - 
shoemaking,  bookbinding  or  printing,  and  cabinet-making,  or 
carpentering.  These  are  standard  trades  in  nearly  all  the  Insti- 
tutions for  the  education  of  the  Deaf  and  Dumb. 

Mr.  Lawrence  W.  Saunders,  our  teacher,  is  a very  able,  ener- 
getic and  efficient  instructor  of  the  deaf  and  dumb  pupils. 
He  is  uniformly  polite  and  gentlemanly  in  his  deportment,  and 
is  an  excellent  example  for  them.  He  is  also  very  faithful  and 
attentive  to  his  duties.  I think  we  were  fortunate  in  securing 
his  services. 

Miss  B.  A.  Cabaniss,  the  Matron,  gives  entire  satisfaction  in 
her  deportment,  and  is  admirably  adapted  for  taking  care  of 
mutes. 

I recommend  the  Board  to  urge  upon  the  Legislature  the 
necessity  of  making  this  strictly  an  institution  of  charity,  for 
A— £8 
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that  unfortunate  class  of  our  citizens.  I think  all  the  deaf  and 
dumb  children  in  the  State  should  be  entitled  to  an  education 
in  this  Institute  free.  The  applicants  are  nearly  all  of  that 
class  of  our  citizens  who  are  poor  and  unable  to  pay  for  their 
education.  I think  the  prosperity  of  the  Institution  will 
greatly  depend  upon  the  action  of  the  Legislature  in  this  re- 
spect. In  all  the  other  States  the  Deaf  and  Dumb  Institutions 
are  free  to  the  children  of  their  own  citizens.  I can  see  no 
reason  why  this  State  should  not  be  equally  as  charitable  to 
that  unfortunate  class  of  her  citizens.  A considerable  number 
of  persons  in  this  State  have  deaf  and  dumb  children  whom 
they  are  not  able  to  educate,  but  are  not  willing  to  compty  with 
the  law,  as  it  now  stands,  by  certifying  to  indigency ; conse- 
quently their  children  are  deprived  of  an  education.  This  is 
a school,  and  should  be  placed  upon  the  same  footing  of  the 
other  schools,  which  are  all  free. 

I will  also  call  the  attention  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  to  the 
fact  that  there  are  some  deaf  and  dumb  children  in  the  State 
that  have  not  the  means  to  bring  them  to  the  Institution.  Two 
of  that  class  have  applied  for  admission.  Some  arrangement 
might  be  made  to  enable  them  to  reach  here  free  of  cost,  where 
they  are  known  to  be  in  such  indigent  circumstances. 


ANNUAL  REPORT 


OF  THE 

SUPERINTENDENT 


OF  THE 

BLIND  INSTITUTE. 


To  Hs  Excellency?  E.  C.  Powers , 

Governor  of  the  State  of  Mississippi : 

In  accordance  wifch  your  request,  I have  the  honor  to  submit 
to  your  Excellency,  the  following  report  of  the  Institute  for  the 
scholastic  year,  ending  July,  1871.  The  number  of  persons 
who  have  received  the  benefits  of  the  Institute  the  past  year 
is  twenty-nine — being  eight  more  than  during  the  previous  year. 
This  number  has  not  been  at  any  onetime  present,  some  going 
out  and  others  coming  in.  The  average  attendance  wTould  be  less 
than  that  number.  At  the  close  of  the  session,  in  July,  we 
had  twenty-six.  The  following  list  shows  the  names  of  the 
pupils;  also,  daily  routine  and  studies: 

FEMALES 


NAMES. 


RESIDENCE. 


CAUSE  OF  BLINDNESS. 


Banks,  Bettie 

Carr,  Antoinette 

Cooksey,  Fannie.... 
Dickey,  Rebecca  .... 

Dorset,  Nellie 

Graves,  Florence .... 

Hickman,  Dora 

Marcum,  Sallie 

Neal,  Ida 

Steedley,  Emma 

Steedley,  Mary  Jane 

Spikes,  Emma 

White,  Hassie 

Walker,  Anna 

Watson,  Mollie 

Whittington,  Alice.. 
Young,  Martha 


Westville 

Kosciusko 

Newton  Station 
Water  Valley. . . 
Arkibutlar  .... 

Terry 

Monticello 

Holly  Springs . . 
Port  Gibson . . . 

Meridian 

Meridian 

Verona 

Wesson 

Wesson 

Shubuta  

Water  Valley.. 
Pontotoc 


Inflamation 

Congenital 


Typhoid  fever . 
Infiamation  . . 
Inflamation  . . 
Congenital  . . . 
Small- pox 

Measles 

Congenital  . . . 
Congenital  . . . 
Inflamation . . . 
Congenital.  . . 

Cataract 

Brain  fever  . . 
Congenital.  . 
Typhoid  fever 
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MALES. 


NAMES. 

RESIDENCE. 

CAUSE  OF  BLINDNESS. 

Anderson,  James  R. . 

Ford,  Willie 

McFall,  Henry 

New  Orleans.  . . . 

Beauregard 

Bolivar. 

Neuralgia 

Inflamation . . , 

Moore,  John 

Louisville 

Inflamation . 

Douglass,  Wm.  H.  . . 

Harp,  John 

Stamps,  Jack 

Fayette 

Crystal  Springs .... 
Fayette 

Congenital 

Congenital 

Inflamation  . . 

White,  Jeptha 

Wesson 

Congenital 

Whittington,  M.  Y.  B. 
Wiatt,  Thomas 

Water  Vallejo 

Paulding. 

Congenital 

Accidental  . . . 

Zackery,  Robert 

Meridian 

Brain  Fever 

Yanakcheck,  Wenzel . 

Macon,  Ga 

DA.ILY  ROUTINE. 

Such  officers  as  have,  early  duties  to  perform,  rise  at  5 o’clock, 
a,  m.  The  pupils  rise  at  six. 

From  six  to  eight,  breakfast  and  recitation. 

At  9 o’clock,  morning  worship.  School  exercises  from  9 
till  4. 

Ten  minutes  between  all  the  classes. 

Supper  at  6 p.  m.  Evening  worship  at  7.  Young  children 
retire  to  rest;  older  pupils  listen  to  reading  for  an  hour. 

Saturday  is  spent  in  writing  letters  for  the  blind,  and  in 
giving  instruction  in  bead  work,  sewing,  crocheting,  etc. 

Sunday,  pupils  attend  Sabbath  school  and  Church  in  the 
morning.  Bible  class  in  the  afternoon  by  the  Superintendent. 

STUDIES. 

■Reading,  spelling  and  writing,  mental  and  written  arithmetic, 
pli3rsical  and  descriptive  geography,  natural  philosophy,  Quack- 
enbos’  rhetoric,  Quackenbos’  grammer,  histoiy,  Davies’  algebra, 
Davies’  bourdon,  Davies’  geometry  and  Latin. 

One  pupil  was  discharged  during  the  .year,  and  for  the 
reason:  that  the  opinion  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  was,  that 
he  had  completed  his  course. 

At  present,  the  law  makes  no  limit  in  regard  to  the  ages  at 
Which  pupils  are  to  be  received,  and  to  what  age  they  may 
remain  as  pupils.  The  following  extract  from  the  report  of  the- 
Indiana  State  Institute  for  the  blind,  gives  the  largest  period 
for  admission  of  pupils  of  any  blind  school.  We  would  recom- 
mend the  adoption  of  a similar  rule ; 

“ From  ten  to  fourteen  is  the  most  favorable  age  for  entering 
the  Institute;  provided,  the  pupils  have  had  judicious  care  and 
training,  at  home  prior  to  that  age.  But  as  this  is  not  always 
the  case,  and  as  there  are  many  who  lose  sight  after  that  age, 
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or,  having  lost  it  earlier,  did  not  find  an'opportunity  of  going 
to  school  at  the  proper  time,  the  regulations  of  the  Institute 
allow  of  the  admission  of  all  proper  subjects,  who  are  not 
under  eight  or  above  twenty-one  years  of  age.” 

The  erroneous  opinion  prevails  that  this  Institute  is  an 
“asylum  for  the  blind.”  We  quote  from  the  Georgia  report  of 
1871  on  this  subject: 

“ It  is  well  to  keep  definitely  and  distinctly  in  view,  in  all  of 
our  operations,  the  object  of  this  institution.  Its  chartered 
name,  “Academy,”  would  seem  enough  to  indicate  this  much ; 
yet,  in  the  face  of  this  '.name,  and  notwithstanding  our  reiter- 
ated assertion,  there  seems  to  be,  now  and  then  developing, 
misapprehensions  and  consequent  mistakes  on  this  point. 
The  Academy  is  not  an  infirmary  lor  the  treatment  of  the 
diseases  of  the  eye,  or  for  operations,  surgical  or  medicinal,  for 
the  purpose  of  the  restoration  or  improvement  of  vision.  No 
less  is  it  an  asylum  in  the  sense  of  a refuge  and  a home  for 
any  or  all  classes  of  the  indigent  blind.  It  claims  to  be  merely 
a school,  like  other  schools,  in  many  respects  having  its  course 
of  stud}",  its  system  of  discipline,  its  departments  of  literature 
and  music;  but  unlike  other  schools  generally,  in  the  fact  that 
it  embraces  a mechanical  department  for  the  training  of  its 
pupils  in  industrial  work,  and  into  which  it  receives,  under 
special  circumstances,  blind  adults  as  apprentices.” 

The  health  of  the  pupils  has  been  remarkably  good.  The 
small  sum  of  $45  for  medical  attendance  for  the  year,  shows 
the  care  taken  over  those  constitutionally  infirm. 

This  is  owing,  in  a measure,  to  the  introduction  of  gym- 
nastics into  our  school.  As  a healthy  exercise  and  system  of 
physical  training  for  the  blind,  it  can  hardly  be  overrated. 

We  have  a pupil  that  was  under  the  care  of  a physcian  for 
years,  until  gymnastics  were  introduced  in  1869.  Since  then 
she  has  been  perfectly  well,  requiring  no  medicines.  Having 
no  gymnasium,  we  could  not  teach  the  boys.  We  greatly  need 
a building  for  that  purpose. 

I am  happy  in  being  able  to  report  that  the  deportment  of 
all  the  pupils  has  been  excellent.  This  made  the  relations 
between  teachers  and  scholars  very  pleasant,  and  spread  an  air 
of  cheerful  contentment  all  over  the  house.  Our  labor  system 
works  admirably.  We  give  to  those  capable  of  working,  their 
separate  duties  in  housework. 

In  visiting  different  blind  institutions  North,  we  found  only 
two  or  three  servants  were  employed  where  there  were  forty  or 
fifty  pupils. 

The  blind  boys  and  girls  did  the  work — such  as  sweeping 
making  beds,  sawing  wood,  making  fires,  etc. 

In  support  of  this  system,  we  beg  leave  to  refer  your  Excel- 
lency to  the  report  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Second  Conven- 
tion of  American  Instructors  of  the  Blind,  held  at  the  Indiana 
Institute  for  the  Education  of  the  Blind,  at  Indianapolis,  in 
August,  1871.  In  their  discussion  on  the  subject  of  domestic 
pursuits,  or  household  employments,  for  the  blind,  Mr.  John- 
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son,  of  West  Virginia  Institute,  says:  “A  young  woman, 

who  had  lost  her  sight  at  fifteen,  addressed  herself  to  the  per- 
formance of  such  household  duties  as  she  could  perform,  and 
the  result  was  to  satisfy  us,  by  a practical  demonstration,  that 
a blind  person  may  learn  to  cook,  to  sew,  and  to  do  a very  con- 
siderable amount  of  household  work.  She  invited  me  to  come 
to  her  house,  in  vacation,  and  learn  that  she  could  prepare  a 
good  plate  of  biscuits,  which  I did  with  perfect  satisfaction  to 
myself.” 

Mr.  Patton,  of  Arkansas:  uWe  teach  household  employ- 
ments. The  girls  make  their  beds,  sweep  their  rooms,  and 
assist  in  the  dining-room:  and,  when  the  laundress  is  sick,  we 
put  them  into  the  laundry.” 

We  have  pupils  that  have  cut  and  made  their  own  dresses 
and  done  sewing,  which  will  compare  favorably  with  seeing 
persons.  It  affords  me  pleasure  to  say  that  one  young  lady, 
during  vacation,  wras  housekeeper  for  a sister  who ‘was  sick  in 
bed.  She  was  overseeing  the  work,  and  doing  the  most  of  it 
herself — even  to  the  cooking.  She  received  her  literary,  musi- 
cal and  domestic  education  under  our  care.  Injudicious  per- 
sons have  attempted  to  prejudice  the  blind  against  such  work; 
but  the  sympathy  and  compassion  for  them  was  wasted.  We 
protest  against  such  interference. 

In  the  Literary  Department  (see  course  of  study)  honor- 
able mention  should  be  made  of  a class  in  “Davies’  Bpurbon,” 
wnich  has  gone  through  the  entire  work.  ' Visitors  have 
remarked  that  they  have  pursued  a more  thorough  course  in  it 
than  seeing  schools  have  done.  We  labor  under  great  disad- 
vantages for  the  want  of  books  in  raised  print,  maps,  slates 
and  types.  We  have  no  desks,  making  it  very  difficult  for  the 
blind  to  hold  those  large,  ponderous  books  in  raised  print.  The 
Board  of  Trustees  are  authorized,  by  law,  to  purchase  them, 
and  other  things  necessary  for  the  improvement  of  the  pupils; 
but  they  cannot  be  made,  for  the  want  of  means. 

Permit  me  to  lay  before  your  Excellency  the  following  ex- 
tract from  the  report  of  the  Trustees  of  the  Tennessee  Insti- 
tution for  the  Blind:  “The  impression  seems  to  be  general,  that 
the  cost  of  maintaining  a school  for  the  blind  should  be  about 
the  same  as  that  of  maintaining  a school  for  deaf  mutes.  If 
this  impression,  which  appears  to  have  influenced  past  legisla- 
tion is  incorrect*  it  should  be  corrected.”  * * * 

The  cost  of  the  Bible  in  raised  print,  is  about  eight  times 
as  much  as  the  same  book  printed  in  the  ordinary  wa}^.  The 
maps  and  slates  used  by  the  blind,  are  ten  or  fifteen  times 
more  expensive  than  those  used  in  the  education  of  deaf 
mutes.  In  teaching  geograplry,  each  blind  child  must  be  taken 
by  the  hand,  and  shown  the  boundaries,  rivers  and  cities;  all 
must  be  taught  and  examined  on  the  map,  one  by  one.  For 
teaching  like  this,  the  class  practically  consists  of  one  pupil, 
or  for  the  time  being,  there  are  as  many*  classes  as  there  are 
pupils.  In  reading,  arithmetic,  etc.,  similar  inconveniences 
arise  from  the  want  of  sight.  Exercises  on  the  blackboard 
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are  impossible.  A given  number  of  sightless  pupils,  therefore, 
require  more  teachers  than  the  same  number  of  deaf  mutes. 

Music  is  the  most  expensive  of  all  the  branches  taught,  but 
it  frequently  enables  the  blind  to  gain  a good  livelihood.  It  is 
an  inexhaustable  source  of  pleasure;  to  the  deaf,  it  is  useless. 

Every  kind  of  household  labor  can  be  performed  without 
the  aid  of  hearing,  but  not  without  sight;  therefore,  more  ser- 
vants are  required  in  an  institution  for  the  blind,  than  in  an 
institution  for  deaf  mutes. 

In  reference  to  private  charities,  about  which  your  Excel- 
lenc}^  makes  inquiry,  we  would  report  that  the  Institution  is 
the  recipient  of  two  gifts  during  the  past  year  from  Mr.  J.  W. 
Leak,  of  Grenada;  fifty  dollars  atone  time,  and  twenty-five  at 
another,  to  be  divided  among  the  scholars.  Three  of  the  girls 
bought  dresses,  and  one  a pair  of  shoes  with  their  share  of 
this  money.  Some  of  the  boys  bought  articles  of  clothing. 
No  one  influenced  them  to  do  this,  but  when  it  was  done, 
they  were  commended  for  such  a wise  course. 

“ The  Louisville  Printing  House,  for  the  Blind”  has  given 
the  following  books  in  raised  print:  Twelve  copies  of  the 
JEnead  of  Virgil;  twelve  copies  Midsummer  Night’s  Dream; 
twelve  copies  Macbeth ; twenty-five  copies  Gay’s  Fables; 
twenty-five  copies  Gay’s  Fables,  for  Children — which  gift  was 
appreciated,  and  came  in  good  time. 

In  the  men’s  work  department,  a step  has  been  taken  to  ad- 
vance what  we  have  long  desired.  Three  months  before  the 
school  was  closed  about  $120  were  obtained  by  the  activity 
and  decision  of  Governor  Alcorn,  from  the  Bank  of  J.  & T. 
Green — a special  deposit  not  belonging  to  our  annual  appro- 
priation of  $8,000.  Machinery  was  purchased  from  Indian- 
apolis, broom-corn  from  another  quarter,  and  a broom-shop 
was  opened  on  a small  scale.  Limited  as  this  beginning  was, 
yet  the  income  realized  from  the  sale  of  brooms  was  amply 
sufficient  to  paj^  the  mechanical  instructor.  We  now  have  in 
our  emplo}^ment  a teacher  from  the  Arkansas  Blind  Institute, 
competent  to  give  instruction  in  broom  and  mattress  making, 
and  cane-seating  chairs. 

I would  earnestly  recommend  that  this  department  be  placed 
on  a suitable  footing,  so  as  to  render  it  efficient,  enabling  the 
pupils  to  acquire  honorable  livelihood.  This  can  not  be  done 
without  ample  encouragement,  both  from  the  Legislature  and 
your  Excellency. 

Applications  are  constantly  made  from  blind  men  and  women 
to  learn  trades.  We  can  not  receive  them  for  want  of  room. 

Our  boys  have  been  put  out  of  the  main  building  to  give 
more  recitation  rooms,  and  also  more  sleeping  rooms  for  the 
girls.  We  have  not  rooms  for  bathing.  Indeed,  the  rooms  for 
domestic  work  are  exceedingly  inconvenient. 

Repairs  were  made  this  year,  but,  for  want  of  money,  were 
not  completed.  The  roof  leaks  badly.  The  building  is  not 
well  adapted  for  a State  Institute  for  the  Blind. 

Although  the  school  has  increased  in  numbers,  we  have  had 
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no  increase  in  teachers.  Three  have  done  the  work  that  five 
did  when  the  school  numbered  twenty-one  pupils. 

We  desire  to  express  our  obligations  to  the  following  papers, 
which  we  have  received  regularly: 

Jackson  State  Leader,  Mississippi  Pilot,  Semi- Weekly  Clar- 
ion, and  North  Mississippian. 

Very  respectfully, 

SARAH  B.  MERRILL, 
Superintendent  State  Blind  Institute . 


PEABODY  PUBLIC  SCHOOL, 


SUMMIT,  MISSISSIPPI. 


Extracts  from  tlx©  last  Report  of  tlxe  Board  of  Directors 
to  the  Honorable  Board,  of  Mayor  and  Aldermen, 
of  tlxe  Town  of  Summit,  Mississippi. 


* * * % * 

But  little  more  than  a year  and  a half  ago,  this  School  was 
called  into  life  by  a princely  donation  from  the  Peabody  Edu- 
cational Fund.  Atthat  timegloom  and  disappointment  rested 
over  the  South — the  failure  of  two  crops  and  the  disasters  and 
sorrows  growing  out  of  a long  and  bloody  war,  rested  like  a 
dark  pall  over  the  land,  and  the  pressing  necessities  of  the 
people  seemed  to  leave  them  no  time  or  heart  for  aught  save 
their  material  wants;  it  was  then  that  the  munificent  donation 
of  George  Peabody  came  to  the  people  of  the  South,  like  the 
Star  in  the  East  to  cheer  their  hearts  and  to  point  them  to  a 
future  of  hope  and  prosperity.  Large  and  princely  as  this  do- 
nation was,  its  blessings  have  not  been  limited  by  its  amount, 
but  it  was  the  electric  spark  that  flashed  through  the  Southern 
mind,  rousing  it  from  its  lethargy  and  giving  to  it  life  and 
vitality.  The  chord  thus  touched  now  vibrates  from  one  end  of 
this  land  to  the  other,  arousing  it  to  its  duty  and  awakening  it 
to  new  hopes  in  the  future. 

When  Dr.  Sears,  the  accomplished  agent  of  the  Peabody 
Educational  Fund,  was  among  us,  and  made  to  our  town  a liberal 
donation,  he,  in  chaste  and  glowing  words,  informed  us  that 
the  Trustees  of  that  Fund  had  not  means,  large  as  they  were, 
to  give  a school  to  every  neighborhood,  and,  hence,  they  must 
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endeavor  to  select  points,  where,  aided  by  the  liberality  and  in- 
telligence of  the  people,  the  schools  would  become  the  radia- 
ting points  from  which  light  and  knowledge  should  be  dissemi- 
nated over  the  land.  The  Board  of  Directors  in  the  organiza- 
tion of  the  School,  have  regarded  these  expressions  of  Dr. 
Sears  as  the  beacon  light  which  was  to  guide  them  in  their 
course.  From  the  beginning,  the  Board  of  Directors  has,  there- 
fore, endeavored  to  establish  for  this  School  a grade  of  schol- 
arship inferior  to  none  in  the  land;  where  the  moral  training, 
the  refining  of  the  taste,  and  the  improvement  of  the  mind 
would  be  so  blended  together,  that  the  child  would  go  forth 
from  the  School  fully  educated,  and  thus  realize  the  wish  of 
Dr.  Sears;  that  this  should  become  a point  from  which  the  light 
and  blessings  of  education  should  radiate  over  all  the  adjacent 
land.  Deterred  by  no  obstacles,  lured  away  by  no  temporary 
expedients,  nor  dazzled  by  transient  success,  the  Board  has 
steadily  adhered  to  a line  of  policy  that  would  make  Dr.  Sears’ 
words  prophetic.  It  is,  therefore,  with  no  ordinary  satisfaction, 
that  the  Board  points  to  the  recent  examination  as  an  evidence 
of  the  realization  of  these  hopes.  From  every  portion  of  the 
land,  the  rich  and  poor  gathered  to  witness  this  examination, 
and  the  deep  interest  which  was  shown  by  the  large  audience 
for  two  sultry  days,  and  the  unqualified  approval  which  was 
bestowed  on  the  School  showed  that  the  whole  country  has 
been  awakened  to  the  importance  of  education. 

In  this  examination  the  Board  determined  that  the  pubiic 
should  have  a fair  opportunity  of  judging  of  the  School,  and, 
hence,  there  was  no  regular  training  for  the  examination,  no 
special  lessons  were  conned  over  for  weeks,  and  no  set  ques- 
tions were  learnt  to  which  each  scholar  could  glibly  respond — 
neither  teacher  or  scholar  knew  the  manner  of  the  examina- 
tion, or  had  the  slightest  idea  over  what  part  of  the  studies 
pursued  the  examinations  would  extend;  for  the  regular  reci- 
tations in  the  School  was  continued  until  the  day  before  the 
examination.  This  examination,  then,  fairly  and  truly  pre- 
sented to  the  public  the  merits  of  the  system  that  has  been 
adopted,  the  progress  of  the  scholars,  the  capacity  of  the 
teachers,  and  the  fidelity  with  which  the  Board  has  discharged 
its  duty ; while  in  the  system  that  has  been  adppted,  no  child 
is  kept  back  for  the  laggard,  yet  the  Board  is  aware  that  it  has 
sometimes  run  counter  to  the  wishes  of  fond  parents,  when  the 
child  is  not  permitted  to  run  through  a multiplicity  of  books 
without  understanding  them. 

The  Directory  hold  that  children  are  sent  to  this 
School  to  be  educated,  and  that  the  responsibility  rests 
upon  it  to  see  that  this  end  is  accomplished;  hence,  no  child 
is  permitted  to  be  advanced  in  his  studies  until  he  fully  com- 
prehends every  step  he  takes.  And  the  Boaad  confidently 
points  to  the  recent  examination  as  the  highest  evidence  of  the 
justness  and  wisdom  of  this  course. 

The  first  session  of  the  school  closed  with  one  hundred  and 
forty-two  scholars  on  its  roll;  the  present  session  closes  with 
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two  hundred  and  twenty-nine  on  its  roll — one  hundred  and  two 
girls  and  one  hundred  and  twenty-seven  hoys — of  these  fifty- 
five  were  from  without  the  corporate  limits,  and  during  the 
session  there  were  seven  scholars,  whose  means  being  limited, 
were  supplied  with  books  free  of  cost. 

The  whole  cost  of  the  school  for  the  first  session  of  seven 
and  one-half  months  was,  deducting  the  amount  received  for 
tuition  of  scholars  outside  the  corporate  limits,  one  thousand, 
nine  hundred  and  twenty-seven  dollars  and  eighty-three  cents, 
and  deducting  from  this  the  amount  expended  for  permanent 
improvements,  it  leaves  the  sum  of  one  thousand,  five  hundred 
and  fifty-five  dollars  and  thirty-six  cents,  as  the  actual  cost  of 
tuition.  This  year,  for  a session  of  ten  months.,  the  whole  cost 
of  the  school,  deducting  the  amount  received  from  scholars 
from  the  country,  was  three  thousand  and  one  dollars  and  eight 
cents,  as  follows: 

SALARIES  OF  TEACHERS. 


Principal,  10  months 

1st  Assistant,  10  “ 

$ 1,100  00 
550  00 

2d  “ 6 “ 

240  00 

3d  “ 10  “ 

400  00 

Supernumerary 

Secretary  of  the  Board 

Rent . 

34  00 
100  00 
240  00 

$ 2,424  00 

Incidentals,  printing,  etc 

Fuel 

Benches,  stove  and  furniture 

Additions  and  repairs  to  school-house . . 

261  58 
52  50 
77  57 
93  38 

554  08 
175  95 

Deduct  net  amount  received  from  conn 

3,154  08 

try  scholars 152  95* 


$3,001  08 

And  it  leaves  three  thousand  and  one  dollars  and  eight  cents 
as  the  whole  cost  of  the  School,  and  from  this  amount  should 
be  deducted  the  amount  of  permanent  improvements,  and  it 
leaves  the  sum  of  two  thousand,  eight  hundred  and  twenty-five 
dollars  and  eight  cents  as  the  actual  cost  of  tuition. 

Last  year  the  average  attendance  was  ninety-three  and  a 
half;  this  year,  taking  the  last  five  months  as  a criterion,  the 
average  attendance  has  been  nearly  one  hundred  and  seventy — 
almost  double  that  of  the  previous  year.  This  increased  de- 
mand for  education,  and  the  satisfactory  advance  made  by  the 
scholars  in  the  higher  department  of  the  Grammar  School,  in- 
duced the  Directory  to  take  the  necessary  steps  for  carrying 
out  the  original  plan  for  the  organization  of  the  School.  In  a 
report  laid  before  you  on  the  9th  of  last  month,  the  Board  of 
Directors  presented  to  you  the  plan  adopted  for  attaching  to 
the  present  Grammar  School  a High  School,  where  all  the 
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branches  of  an  Academic  Course  should  be  taught.  In  that 
report  the  reasons  upon  which  that  organization  is  based,  are 
fully  set  forth,  and  you  are  most  respectfully  referred  to  that 
report  as  fully  setting  forth  the  views  of  the  Directory.  In  the 
organization  of  this  higher  department,  the  Board  determined, 
as  a reward  of  merit,  to  pass,  each  year,  three  girls  and  three 
boys,  free  of  charge,  from  the  Grammar  School  to  the  High 
School;  provided,  there  should  be  found  that  number  who  could 
stand  the  examination.  It  was  deemed  alike  necessary,  for  the 
reputation  of  the  School,  as  it  was  for  the  interest  of  the  child, 
that  none  should  be  transferred  to  the  High  School  who  were 
not  thoroughly  conversant  with  all  the  branches  taught  in  the 
Grammar  School;  for,  the  studies  taught  in  the  Grammar 
Sc,hool  are  not  repeated  or  reviewed  in  the  High  School,  and, 
hence,  to  pass  a child  to  that  school  until  he  was  fully  pre- 
pared in  all  the  branches  taught  in  the  lower  department, 
would  alike  be  injurious  to  the  School  and  detrimental  to  the 
child. 

In  presenting  to  the  public  a school  of  higher  grade,  the  Di- 
rectory are  but  meeting  the  earnest  cry  coming  up  from  every 
part  of  the  land,  for  increased  and  enlarged  facilities  for  edu- 
cation. And  in  the  organization  of  the  present  School  the 
Directory  have  endeavored  to  make  it  complete  in  all  its  parts, 
so  that  here,  in  our  midst,  a child  can  gain  an  education  equal 
to  that  to  be  obtained  in  the  best  academies  in  the  land. 

Referring  to  Professor  Charles  H.  Otkic,  Principal,  the  Board 
make  the  following  flattering  mention : 

“ Punctual  and  constant  in  his  attendance,  he  has,  with  zeal 
and  ability,  seconded  every  effort  of  the  Board  to  elevate  and 
promote  the  interest  of  the  School,  and  to  his  untiring  efforts 
in  maintaining  and  giving  to  the  School  a high  grade  of  schol- 
arship, is  the  present  high  character  of  the  School  to  be 
attributed.” 

Simple  justice  to  the  corps  of  teachers  employed  in  the 
School  demands  that  the  Directory  should  bear  testimony  to 
the  zeal  and  ability  with  which  they  have  discharged  their  duty. 
With  patience,  energy,  and  fidelity,  they  have  met  their  respon- 
sibilities, and  much  of  the  success  of  the  School  may  be  attri- 
buted to  the  admirable  manner  in  which  they  have  performed 
their  parts. 

The  fruits  of  this  School,  as  shown  in  the  recent  examina- 
tion, are  before  you;  it  was  ours  to  present  them — it  is  yours 
to  judge  them. 

The  Subject  of  education  is  now  so  well  understood  and 
highly  appreciated,  that  the  Directory  do  not  deem  it  neces- 
sary to  urge  upon  you  to  throw  around  this  School  the  foster- 
ing care  and  to  give  to  it  that  aid  and  support  which  is  neces- 
sary to  enable  it  to  successfully  accomplish  its  mission.  The 
voice  of  the  people  comes  to  you  from  every  house,  and  the 
earnest  pleading  of  the  children  comes  to  you  on  the  breeze,  to 
remind  you  of  your  duty  and  rouse  you  to  action.  Let  it,  then, 
be  your  care  to  guard  and  foster  this  School  as  the  brightest 
and  greatest  boon  of  your  town. 
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This  report  closes  the  official  acts  of  the  present  Board ; and 
the  Directory  in  returning  to  you  the  trust  confided  to  them, 
feel  gratified  that  it  can  be  tendered  back  to  you  undiminished 
in  value  and  untarnished  in  brightness.  Be  it  yours  to  guard 
well  a jewel  of  such  priceless  value. 

# * # f * 

REPORT  ESTABLISHING  HIGH  SCHOOL-SUBMITTED 
JUNE  9,  1870. 

Gentlemen:  At  the  close  of  the  last  scholastic  year,  the 
Board  of  Directors  laid  before  the  Council  a synopsis  of  the 
condition  and  progress  of  the  Peabody  Public  School,  and  the 
approaching  close  of  the  secdnd  scholastic  year  of  the  School 
would  seem  to  suggest  the  propriety  of  now  reviewing  the  course 
of  studies  adopted  and  pursued,  and  to  inquire-  how  far  it  has 
been  efficacious  in  developing  the  moral  and  intellectual  facul- 
ties of  the  child.  Upon  this  review  the  Board  have  become 
satisfied  that  the  time  has  arrived  when  the  grade  of  the  School 
can  be  raised,  and  the  sphere  of  its  usefulness  enlarged.  Hence, 
it  has  been  deemed  proper  to  present  to  the  Council  some  of  the 
reasons  which  have  influenced  the  Board  and  to  lay  before 
it  a general  outline  of  the  re-organization  of  the  School. 

The  object  of  education  should  be  to  make  the  child  under- 
stand his  duties  and  his  obligations  to  his  fellow-man  and  to 
his  God  ; and  to  this  end,  while  due  regard  should  be  paid  to 
the  development  of  his  physical  nature,  yet  care  should  be 
taken  that  his  moral  and  intellectual  nature  should  be  so  cul- 
tivated and  trained  as  will  best  fit  him  for  a rational  enjoyment 
of  those  blessings  which  a bountiful  Providence  has  placed 
within  the  reach  of  every  intelligent  being.  Guided  by  these 
general  principles,  the  the  Board  of  Directors  endeavored  to 
gather  from  the  experience  of  the  past  that  information  which 
would  enable  them  it  to  establish  the  School  upon  such  a basis  as 
would  meet  the  expectation  of  its  founders. 

Recognizing  the  broad  principle  that  the  property  of  every 
community  owes  to  the  rising  generation  such  an  education  as 
will  qualify  each  individual  to  understand  his  obligation,  and 
when  governed  by  these  obligations,  will  enable  him  to  intelli- 
gently employ  his  faculties  to  promote  his  own  happiness, 
the  Board  of  Directors,  in  establishing  the  School,  prescribed 
such  a course  of  studies  as  would  fit  each  child  that  should 
pass  through  the  School  for  understanding  his  duties  and  of 
properly  performing  his  part  in  the  great  drama  of  life.  It  will 
be  remembered  that  the  School  was  called  into  existence  by  the 
noble  and  generous  offer  of  the  Agent  of  the  Peabody  Educa- 
tional Fund,  to  donate  one  thousand  dollars  for  establishing  a 
free  school  for  white  children;  provided,  the  town  would  con- 
tribute two  thousand  dollars  for  the  same  purpose.  This  pro- 
position was  wisely  and  promptty  accepted  by  the  Council,  and 
the  sum  of  three  thousand  dollars  was  thus  placed  at  the  dis- 
posal of  the  Board  of  Directors  for  the  purpose  of  establish- 
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ing  such  a school  as  would  discharge  the  debt  which  the  com- 
munity owed  to  the  rising  generation.  A school  embracing  in 
its  scope  all  the  essentials  of  a sound  English  education,  where 
the  child  should  be  thoroughly  trained  in  all  those  studies 
which  enter  into  every-day  life,  was  established;  and  thus,  the 
obligation  of  the  community  was  discharged  and  the  object  of 
founders  of  the  School  accomplished.  The  workings  and  fruits 
of  that  School  are  before  the  public — the  rich  and  poor  are 
gathered  to  its  portals,  and  its  life-giving  moral  and  intellectual 
power,  like  the  sap  to  the  flower,  is  penetrating  through  every 
stem  and  leaflet  of  societ}r,  blossoming  into  flower  and  fast 
ripening  into  the  fruit  of  virtue  and  happiness. 

Last  3’ear  one  hundred  and  forty-two  children  were  the  re- 
cipients of  this  School — this  year  two  hundred  and  twenty- 
seven  little  ones  have  the  sunlight  of  knowledge  poured  upon 
their  minds,  and  their  souls  raised  to  understand  and  adore  a 
beneficent  Creator.  But,  while  contemplating  the  pleasing  re- 
sults that  have  flown  from  this  School,  the  mind  naturally  inquires 
if  all  has  been  done  that  could  be  accomplished.  It  is  true,  that 
the  strict  letter  of  the  obligation  of  the  community  may  have  been 
discharged  in  the  establishment  of  the  present  school;  but  still 
the  inquiry  will  arise,  cannot  the  Directory,  regarding  the  firm 
hold  which  this  School  now  has  upon  public  approbation,  take 
a step  beyond  the  strict  line  of  dut}T,  and  open  to  the  young 
mind  the  rich  fields  of  useful  science,  and  lay  open  the  broad 
vista  where  nature,  moving  in  harmony,  unfolds  to  the  mind 
those  laws  which  place  all  matter  under  man’s  control,  and 
where,  as  the  key  of  knowledge  unlocks  one  portal  and  then 
another,  the  soul  catches  its  inspiration  from  nature’s  boundless 
wealth,  and  feels  and  recognizes  that  it  is  indeed  a part  of  the 
breath  of  God. 

In  the  organization  of  the  School,  Reading,  Writing,  Arith- 
metic, Geography,  and  Grammar,  were  the  branches  prescribed 
to  be  taught.  These  were  regarded  as  the  foundation  of  all 
education,  and  the  knowledge  of  these  were  necessary  to  fit 
every  child  for  its  duty  in  life.  The  child  is  drilled  in  these 
studies  until  his  mind  is  taught  to  judge  of  the  aptness  and 
fitness  of  things,  and  to  analyze  and  combine  its  own  thoughts; 
thus  giving  to  it  a foundation  upon  which  it  may  erect  a struc- 
ture, limited  in  its  beauty  alone  by  the  industry  and 
talent  w'hich  the  child  shall  employ.  Such  is  now  the  public 
school. 

In  the  report  of  the  Board  of  Directors,  as  well  as  that  of  the 
Principal  of  the  School,  made  at  the  close  of  the  last  scholastic 
y ear,  public  attention  was  called  to  the  propriety  and  policy  of 
enlarging  the  range  of  studies  in  the  School.  The  establish- 
ment of  a Public  School  in  our  midst  Tvas  then  an  experiment, 
and  prudence  and  sound  judgment  demanded  that  no  step, 
however  desirable,  should  be  taken  which  might  jeopardize  the 
success  of  the  school;  and  hence,  however  anxious  the  Board 
of  Directors  may  have  been  to  raise  the  grade  of  the  School,  it 
was  not  deemed  prudent  to  do  so  until  the  School  should  have 
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established  its  clainl  to  public  confidence,  and  the  means  at  the 
disposal  of  the  Board  should  justify  such  a change  without  the 
necessity  of  any  additional  demand  on  the  treasury  of  the  town. 
A review  of  the  condition  of  the  School,  and  of  the  means  ap- 
propriated for  its  support,  will  show  that  this  fortunate  coinci- 
dence of  circumstances  has  arrived. 

During  the  first  scholastic  year,  which  was  limited  to  seven 
and  a half  months,  there  were  142  children  entered  on  the  roll- 
book,  with  an  average  attendance  of  115;  of  these,  30  were 
from  without  the  corporate  limits  of  the  town.  The  whole 
amount  expended  for  that  year  was  $1,927  83,  but  the  cost  of 
tuition  was  only  $1,555  36 — making  an  expenditure  of  $1  66  per 
month  for  each  scholar.  For  the  first  eight  months  of  the 
present  scholastic  year,  there  have  been  enrolled  227  scholars, 
with  an  average  attendance  of  165;  of  these,  55  were  from 
without  the  corporate  limits.  The  amount  expended  for  these 
eight  months  has  been  $2,148  08,  but  the  actual  cost  of  tuition 
has  been  $1,994 — making  an  expenditure  of  one  dollar  and 
foity-nine  cents  per  month  for  each  scholar.  For  the  first 
scholastic  year  there  was  received  for  the  support  of  the  School 
from  the.  Peabody  Educational  Fund  the  sum  of  $1,000,  and 
there  was  appropriated  by  the  town  the  sum  of  $2,000,  making 
the  entire  appropriation  for  that  year,  $3,000.  For  the  present 
year,  ending  on  the  31st  of  August,  next,  there  has  been  re- 
ceived from  the  Peabody  Fund  the  sum  of  $1,500,  and  the 
town  has  appropriated  $2,000 — making  an  appropriation  for  the 
present  year  of  $3,500,  and  a total  for  the  two  j^ears,  of  $6,500. 
The  expenditure  for  the  fir&t  j^ear  was  $1,927  83,  and  for  the 
second  year  the  expenditure  will  be  about  $3,000 — making  the 
total  expenditure,  in  round  numbers,  for  the  two  years,  $5,000; 
thus  showing  that  under  the  management  of  the  Board  the 
sum  of  $1,500  has  been  saved  out  of  the  amount  appropriated 
for  the  School. 

With  the  School,  then,  firmly  established  in  public  confidence, 
and  a surplus  of  appropriations  at  the  close  of  the  present 
scholastic  year  of  some  $1,500,  the  Board  of  Directors  deem  it 
alike  its  duty,  as  it  is  the  part  of  sound  policy,  to  extend  the 
sphere  of  the  School  and  raise  its  grade,  so  that  here  in  our 
midst  the  advantages  and  blessings  of  a thorough  education 
can  be  obtained.  In  thus  raising  the  grade  of  the  School,, it  is 
not  anticipated  that  there  will  be  any  increased  donation  from 
the  Peabody  Educational  Fund,  nor  is  it  expected  that  the  town 
will  make  an  appropriation  beyond  the  annual  amount  of 
$2,000.  But  as  this  annual  appropriation  by  the  town  is  made 
under  a contract  with  the  Agent  of  the  Peabod}^  Educational 
Fund,  and,  consequently,  when  once  made  cannot  be  diverted 
from  the  object  for  which  it  was  appropriated,  the  Board  of 
Directors  has  regarded  these  donations  and  appropriations  as  the 
means  for  establishing  and  conducting  the  School,  and  hence, 
if  at  the  close  of  the  scholastic  year  the  whole  appropiation 
should  not  have  been  expended,  the  surplus,  whatever  it  might 
be,  was  still  a fund  in  the  hands  of  the  Board  applicable  to  the 
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School.  Therefore,  in  canvassing  the  future  policy  to  be  pur- 
sued in  reference  to  the  School,  the  Board  has  deemed  it  right 
and  just  that  this  surplus  of  $1,500,  which  has  been  saved  in 
the  management  of  the  School,  should  be  regarded  as  means  in 
the  hands  of  the  Directory  for  the  use  of  the  School.  Assum- 
ing, then,  that  the  same  sum  will  be  received  next  year  from  the 
Peabody  Fund,  as  heretofore,  and  that  the  town  will  make  the 
same  appropriation,  it  will  be  seen  that  there  will  be  the  sum  of 
$4,500  for  the  use  of  the  School  the  next  scholastic  year. 
With  this  amount  of  means  at  its  disposal,  the  Board  deems 
that  it  can  safely  raise  the  grade  of  the  School  and  extend  its 
benefits. 

While  the  Board  holds  the  broad  doctrine  that  the  country 
owes  to  every  child  such  an  education  as  will  fit  it  for  its  duties 
and  responsibilties,  yet,  when  you  step  be}Tond  this  and  seek  to 
impart  an  education  that  will  fit  it  for  some  special  avocation 
or  calling,  you  impart  an  education  that  is  personal  to  the  in- 
dividual, and,  being  personal,  is  limited  in  a great  measure  to 
individual  interest,  and  hence,  there  can  be  no  claim  on  the 
public  to  meet  the  expense  of  such  an  education.  The  Board 
of  Directors  have,  therefore,  deemed  it  in  accordance  with  jus- 
tice and  sound  policy  that  in  raising  the  grade  of  the  School, 
all  those  branches  that  may  be  taught  beyond,  and  in  addition 
to  those  now  taught,  should  be  arranged  and  formed  under  a 
pay  department — not  a pay  department  for  making  money — - 
but  a department  in  which  the  price  of  tuition  should  be  reg- 
ulated by  the  actual  cost  of  conducting  that  branch  of  the 
School,  thus  reducing  the  price  of  tuition  in  the  higher 
branches  to  so  low  a rate  as  to  place  their  acquisition  in  the 
reach  of  the  poor  as  well  as  the  rich. 

The  benefits  and  blessings  of  the  Public  School  are  so  fully 
recognized  and  appreciated  by  this  community,  that  when  it 
became  apparent  that  the  present  building  could  not  accommo- 
date the  children,  a joint  stock  company  was  at  once  formed 
for  the  purpose  of  erecting  a building  that  should  be  an  orna- 
ment to  our  town,  and  at  the  same  time  have  ample  room  and 
accommodation  for  all  the  children  that  might  gather  to  its  halls. 

The  promptness  with  which  the  stock  was  taken,  evinced  not 
only  the  high  estimation  in  which  the  school  is  held,  but  it 
shoyed  the  firm  determination  of  our  people  to  foster  and 
maintain  this  school,  and  make  it  a first  class  seminary  of  * 
learning.  There  then  will  be  educated  those  who  are  to  be- 
come teachers,  and  who  are  to  be  the  missionaries  to  carry  the 
blessings  of  education  to  every  part  of  the  land — thus  realiz- 
ing the  hope  of  Dr.  Sears,  that  the  points  at  which  he  be- 
stowed his  bounty  would  become  radiating  points  from  which 
the  light  of  science  and  morality  would  reach  every  homestead 
in  the  land.  This  building  is  a large,  two -story  house,  con- 
structed on  the  most  approved  modern  plan,  having  accommo- 
dations for  live  hundred  pupils,  and  will  cost  some  $9,000. 

It  will  be  ready  by  the  commencement  of  the  next  scholastic 
year,  and  will  have  ample  room  for  the  accommodation  of  the 
School  enlarged  as  the  Directory  propose. 
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This  house  will  be  rented  for  the  School,  and  whether  all  the 
rooms  are  occupied  or  whether  they  are  vacant,  it  neither  in- 
creases nor  diminishes  the  amount  of  the  rent.  The  whole  ex- 
pense, therefore,  of  this  addition  to  the  School,  will  be  the 
salaries  of  the  additional  teachers,  and  the  cost  of  the  neces- 
sary benches  and  desks.  For  the  purpose  of  estimating  these, 
it  may  be  proper  to  pass  in  review  the  present  organization  of 
the  School  and  the  additions  it  is  proposed  to  make.  At 
present  the  School  is  divided  into  four  departments,  each  under 
a separate  teacher,  but  all  under  the  general  supervision  of  a 
Principal. 

In  the  First  (or  Primary)  Department , are  Taught : 

The  Alphabet,  Spelling,  Reading,  Oral  Arithmetic,  Writing 
on  Slate  and  Blackboard. 

In  Second  Department: 

Spelling,  Reading,  Written  Arithmetic,  Geography  and 
Writing. 

In  Third  Department : 

Reading,  Spelling  and  Defining,  Arithmetic  continued, 
Geography  continued,  English  Grammar,  and  Writing. 

In  Fourth  Department : 

Reading,  Spelling  and  Defining,  Arithmetic  completed,  Geo- 
graphy completed,  English  Grammar  completed,  Natural  Phil- 
osphy  commenced,  Composition  and  Writing. 

Such  are  the  studies  and  their  arrangement  as  now  taught  in 
the  Public  School.  The  Board  of  Directors,  exercising  the 
authority  vested  in  it,  and  guided  by  the  best  dictates  of  its 
judgment,  has  determined  to  raise  the  grade  of  the  School  at 
the  commencement  of  the  scholastic  year,  by  adding  two  addi- 
tional departments,  in  which  the  following  studies  will  be 
taught : 

In  Fifth  Department : 

Natural  Philosophy  continued,  Rhetoric  and  Composition, 
Algebra,  Geometry,  Chemistry  or  Greek,  Geology  or  Latin, 
Modern  History. 

In  Sixth  Department : 

Modern  and  Ancient  Histoiy,  Physics,  Physiology,  Mental 
and  Moral  Philosophy,  Geology  or  Latin,  Botany  or  Greek, 
Composition  and  Declamation. 

In  these  departments  it  has  been  deemed  advisable  to  alter- 
nate some  of  the  studies,  thus  leaving  it  optional  with  the  stu- 
A— 29 
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dent  to  determine  if  he  will  study  Latin  and  Greek  or  not. 
There  maybe  those  who  would  prefer  an  entire  English  course; 
with  such,  Geology  would  be  substituted  for  Latin,  and  Botany 
and  Chemistry  for  Greek ; while  those  who  intend  to  pass 
through  a collegiate  course  would  prefer  to  embrace  Latin  and 
Greek  in  the  list  of  their  studies.  Such  is  the  range  of  studies 
which  the  Board  propose  to  add  to  those  at  present,  taught  in 
the  School. 

To  carry  out  this  change,  it  will  require  two  additional  teach- 
ers; but  while  it  will  be  necessary  that  these  teachers  should 
possess  mental  and  scientific  attainments  of  a high  order,  yet 
the  Board  think  that  by  a change  of  some  of  the  present 
teachers,  that  the  two  additonal  teachers  that  may 
be  required  can  be  obtained,  one  for  $900,  and  the 
other  for  $500  per  year.  These  salaries,  together  with 
the  incidental  expenses,  would  make  the  cost  of  the  new  de- 
partment some  $1,500  to  $1,600  a year.  To  meet  this  expense, 
it  is  proposed  that  each  scholar  entering  the  higher  department 
shall  pay  a small  tuition  fee  say  three  dollars  per  month — equal  to 
some  thirty  dollars  per  year — a sum  so  small  in  comparison 
with  the  advantages  to  be  obtained,  that  it  is  scarcely  to  bo 
weighed  in  the  balance.  If  then,  the  past  history  of  the 
School  can  be  taken  as  the  criterion  to  judge  of  the  future,  it 
will  not  be  deemed  the  indulgence  of  too  sanguine  an  expecta- 
tion that  there  will  be  at  least  fifty  scholars  entering  this  de- 
partment, and  if  so,  it  will  be  seen  that  the  tuition  fees  will 
pay  the  expenses;  thus  constituting  the  department  a self-sus- 
taining one.  But  when  the  correlative  advantages  which  must 
inure  to  our  town,  and  the  blessings  which  the  dissemination  of 
knowledge  and  science  must  spread  over  the  land  are  taken 
into  consideration,  the  Board  of  Directors  do  not  feel  justified 
in  longer  deferring  this  change. 

While  it  is  intended  that  this  new  department  shall  be  a self- 
sustaining  one,  it  is  not  sontemplated  to  make  it  a separate 
and  distinct  School  from  the  present  School.  On  the  con- 
trary, it  is  intended  that  they  shall  be  one  and  the  same  School, 
governed  by  the  same  rules,  controlled  by  the  same  Board,  and 
drawing  their  support  from  the  same  source.  Hence,  no 
change  is  contemplated  in  the  organization  of  the  School — the 
same  rules  and  regulations  will  prevail,  and  the  same  system 
be  pursued. 

To  link  these  two  departments  more  closely  together,  it  is 
proposed,  at  the  end  of  each  scholastic  year,  to  transfer  from 
the  Grammar  School  three  girls  and  three  boys  (if  there 
should  be  found  so  many  who  can  pass  the  examination),  to 
the  higher  department,  free  of  charge.  It  is  deemed  that  such 
a course  will  have  a beneficial  and  stimulating  influence  on  the 
scholars  in  the  Grammar  School,  and  that  it  will  be  but  a just 
reward  to  these  students,  who  have,  by  their  good  conduct  and 
application,  fitted  themselves  to  enter  a higher  department. 
Such  students,  when  entering  the  higher  department,  should  be 
permitted  to  feel  the  proud  consciousness  that  their  own  good 
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conduct  and  application  have  won  for  them  this  distinction, 
and  not  the  weight  of  their  parents’  pocket.  Thus,  too,  will 
the  poorest,  as  well  as  the  richest,  have  the  portals  of  science 
and  knowledge  thrown  open  to  them.  Proudly,  then, can  our  town 
point  to  its  school-house  and  say  to  every  child  in  its  limits, there, 
go  and  worship  at  the  shrine  of  learning,  without  price  and 
without  hindrance,  and  complain  not — repine  not — if  you  do 
win  in  the  race  of  life,  that  the  means  of  success  were  not 
provided  for  3^011 ; for  here,  011  the  altar  af  the  school-house, 
blazes  the  sacred  fire  of  science,  and  if  its  rays  have  not  light- 
ened up  3rour  own  mind  and  awakened  your  soul  to  noble 
thoughts  and  noble  deeds,  it  is  because  you,  like  the  slothful 
servant,  have  buried  the  talents  which  a beneficent  God  in- 
trusted to  you. 

Such  are  the  changes  it  is  proposed  to  make,  and  this  is  the 
school  which,  at  the  commencement  of  the  next  scholastic 
3-ear,  will  be  presented  to  the  public.  And  it  is  with  much 
confidence  in  its  ability  for  good,  and  a deep  solicitude  for  its 
sucecss,  that  the  Board  of  Directors  solicit  for  it  the  fostering 
care  of  the  Council. 

COURSE  OF  STUDY . 

GRAMMAR  SCHOOL. 

DEPARTMENT  IV. 

Grade  B.—  English  Grammar  and  Analysis  (completed). 
Butler. 

Practical  Arithmetic  (completed).  Davies. 

Geography,  No.  5 (completed).  Montieth. 

Reading,  No.  6.  Goodrich. 

Definer.  Town. 

Penmanship. 

Composition  and  Declamation. 

Grade  A. — English  Grammar  (continued).  Butler. 

Practical  Arithmetic  (to  Proportion).  Davies. 

Geography  No.  5.  Montieth. 

Reading  No.  6.  Goodrich. 

Definer.  Town. 

Penmanship  and  Composition. 

DEPARTMENT  IIII. 

Grade  B. — English  Grammar  (to  Syntax).  Butler, 

Practical  Arithmetic  (to  Common  Fractions).-* - 
Davies. 

Geography  No.  3,  Eastern  'Hemisphere.  Montieth. 

Reading  No.  5.  Goodrich. 

Definer.  Town. 

Penmanship  and  Composition. 

Grade  A. — English  Grammar.  (Primary).  Butler. 

Introductory  Arithmetic  completed.  Davies. 
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Geography  No.  3,  Western  Hemisphere.  Montieth. 
Reading  No.  4, (completed).  Goodrich. 

Spelling. 

Composition. 

DEPARTMENT  II. 

Grade  B. — Introductory  Arithmetic  commenced.  Davies. 

Geography  No.  3,  North  America.  Montieth. 
Reading  No.  4 (commenced).  Goodrich. 

Spelling. 

Penmanship. 

Grade  A. — Primary  Arithmetic.  Davies. 

Primary  GeograpL}^.  Montieth. 

Reading  No.  3.  Goodrich. 

Spelling. 

Writing,  on  Slate. 

DEPARTMENT  I. 

Primer.  Goodrich. 

Reading,  1st  and  2d  series. 

Arithmetic — oral  exercises  on  the  tables. 

Object  Lessons. 

Spelling. 

Writing,  on  Slate  and  Blackboard. 

HIGH  SCHOOL. 

IN  FIRST  DEPARTMENT. 

Natural  Philosophy  continued,  Rhetoric  and  Composition 
Algebra,  Geometry,  Chemistry  or  Greek,  Geology  or  Latin, 
Modern  History. 


IN  SECOND  DEPARTMENT. 

Modern  and  Ancient  History,  Physics,  Physiology,  Mental 
and  Moral  Philosophy,  Geology  or  Latin,  Botany  or  Greek, 
Composition  and  Declamation. 

ANNUAL  ANNOUNCEMENT. 

The  Board  of  Directors  take  pleasure  in  announcing  that 
the  Peabody  Public  School  is  established  upon  a permanent 
basis,  and  complete  in  its  organization.  Such  has  been  the 
succss  attending  this  Institution,  both  in  the  thoroughness  of 
the  education  imparted,  and  the  number  of  pupils  enrolled,  as 
evidenced  by  the  catalogue,  that  it  has  been  deemed  advisable 
to  attach  to  the  present  School  a High  School,  in  which  the  reg- 
ular academical  studies  will  be  taught,  and  young  men  fitted 
for  college. 
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LOCATION. 

The  town  of  Summit  is  located  in  Pike  county,  Mississippi, 
on  the  New  Orleans  and  Jackson  Railroad,  one  hundred  and 
eight  miles  north  of  New  Orleans,  and  seventy-five  miles 
south  of  Jackson.  It  is  situated  in  the  pine  hills,  occupying 
the  highest  geographical  position  on  the  road;  has  the  finest 
free-stone  water,  and  is  second  in  commercial  importance  to  no 
town  on  the  road. 

BUILDING-. 

The  rapid  increase  of  the  School  has  rendered  it  necess 
to  erect  a new  building.  This  building  is  seventy-five  feet 
long  by  fifty-six  feet  wide;  two  stories  high;  arranged  with  all 
the  modern  improvements,  and  has  the  capacity  to  accommo- 
date from  four  hundred  to  five  hundred  pupils.  Separate  play- 
grounds are  arranged  for  the  girls  and  boys,  and  every  care  has 
been  taken  to  refine  the  taste  and  secure  the  health  and  comfort 
of  the  pupils. 

DISCIPLINE. 

The  discipline  of  the  School  will  be  firm,  yet  parental. 
Every  effort  will  be  made  to  advance  the  student  and  mould 
the  character,  by  proper  influences,  for  usefulness  and  respecta- 
bility in  life, 

ATTENDANCE. 

All  pupils  are  expected  to  be  regular  and  punctual  in  their 
attendance.  Frequent  absence  from  school  makes  drones,  not 
students;  therefore,  the  rules  in  reference  to  absence  will  be 
strictly  enforced. 


REPORTS. 

At  the  close  of  each  month,  a report  will  be  sent  to  the  parent 
or  guardian  of  eaeh  pupil,  showing  his  deportment  and  pro- 
gress in  his  studies. 


EXAMINATION. 

During  the  session,  frequent  examinations,  oral  and  written, 
will  occur,  and  such  students  as  are  qualified  will  be  advanced 
in  their  studies.  At  the  end  of  the  scholastic  year,  a public  ex- 
amination will  be  held. 


EXPENSES. 

Pupils  whose  parents  live  in  town,  or  who  own  property  in 
the  corporate  limits,  pay  no  tuition  for  attendance  on  the  Gram- 
mar School.  Children  who  live  beyond  the  corporate  limits, 
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pay  one  dollar  permonth  for  tuition  in  the  Grammar  School. 
Each  year,  if  found  competent,  six  pupils  are  transfered,  free 
of  tuition  fees,  from  the  Grammar  School  to  the  High  School, 
as  a reward  of  merit.  All  other  pupils  attending  the  High 
School  pay  a tuition  Re  of  three  dollars  ($3)  per  month. 

COMMENCEMENT  AND  CLOSING  OF  SESSION. 

The  session  of  1870-71  will  commence  on  Monday,  the  sixth 
day  of  September  1870,  and  close  on  the  thirtieth  day  of  June 
1871. 

BOARD  OF  DIRECTORS. 

Colonel  Wm.  H.  Garland, President. 

Captain  J.  N.  Atkinson,  I Colonel  T.  R.  Stockdale, 

Judge  James  B,  Quin,  | Mr.  Charles  E.  Teunisson. 


TEACHERS. 


Charles  H.  Otken Principal. 

Mrs.  Joseph  Newtom * 1st  Assistant. 

Miss  Annie  Flowers 2d  Assistant. 

Mrs.  Mary  B.  Blincoe % 3d  Assistant. 
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CENTRAL  FEMALE  INSTITUTE, 

CLINTON,  HINDS  COUNTY,  MISS. 


This  Institution  closed  the  Eighteenth  Annual  Session  since 
its  establishment,  and  the  Fifteenth  since  its  present  President 
was  placed  at  its  head,  June  30,  1871,  with  one  hundred  and 
twenty-three  pupils.  During  these  eighteen  years  of  its  exis- 
tence, it  has  had  an  aggregate  attendance  of  about  two  thou- 
sand, and,  unlike  most  Southern  literary  institutions,  it  did  not 
suspend  its  regular  exercises,  even  for  a single  day,  during  the 
entire  war.  Its  patronage  comes,  principally,  from  the  States 
of  Arkansas,  Louisiana,  and  Mississippi,  though  other,  and 
sometimes  distant,  States  are  generally  represented  in  its  pu- 
pils. In  the  perfection  of  its  organization  and  the  character  of 
its  instructions;  in  its  means  of  illustration  and  other  appoint- 
ments, it  deservedly  stands  at  the  head  of  the  female  schools 
of  the  Southwest. 


BOARD  OF  TRUSTEES. 


DR.  ROBERT  KELLS  . 
CAPT.  W.  T.  RATLIFF 


President. 

.Secretary. 
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J.  F.  Baskin,  Esq 

Rev.  V.  W.  Brock 

William  Charlton,  Esq.  . 

Rev.  E.  C.  Eager 

Rev.  E.  R.  Freeman 

Rev.  J.  A.  Hackett 

W.  Hester,  Esq 

Dr.  Robert  Kells 

J.  J.  Lackey,  Esq 

Rev.  A.  A.  Lomax 

Rev.  Seth  Mullins 

Rev.  James  Nelson 

Rev.  J , L,  Pettigrew 

Dr.  M.  W.  Philips 

Capt.  W.  T.  Ratliff 

David  Shelton,  Esq 

Rev.  T.  J.  Walne 

Rev.  Benjamin  Whitfield 
Rev.  George  W iiitfield  . . 

Capt.  J.  W.  Welborn 

S.  A.  Wells,  Esq 


.Clinton,  Miss. 
..Clinton,  Miss. 
.Clinton,  Miss. 
.Clinton,  Miss.  N 

. . , Texas. 

.Jackson,  Miss. 
.Terry,  Miss. 
.Jackson,  Miss. 

. Costal  Springs,  Miss. 
.Yazoo  City,  Miss. 

. , Texas. 

.Vicksburg,  Miss. 
.Clinton,  Miss. 
..Memphis,  Tenn. 
.Ra}'mond,  Miss. 
.Jackson,  Miss. 
.Vicksburg,  Miss. 
.Jackson,  Miss. 
.Clinton,  Miss 
. Clinton,  Miss. 

Clinton,  Miss. 


BOARD  OF  INSTRUCTION. 


Rev.  WALTER  HILLMAN,  M.  A.,  President, 
Professor  of  Mental  and  Moral  Philosophy,  and  of  Ancient 
Language. 

EMIL  MENGER, 

Professor  of  Vocal  and  Instrumental  Music,  and  Teacher  of 
the  German  Language. 

B.  H.  WHITFIELD,  M.  D., 

Professor  of  Analytical  Chemistry  and  Geology. 

MRS.  ADELIA  M.  HILLMAN, 

History,  Rhetoric,  English  Literature,  and  Higher  Algebra. 

MISS  FLORA  M.  THOMPSON, 

English  Branches. 

MISS  EMMA  G.  WEEDEN, 

French  and  English  Branches. 

MISS  ANNE  A.  I.  DOUGLAS, 

Latin,  English  Branches,  and  Drawing. 

MISS  MARY  E.  THOMPSON, 

Music. 

MRS.  JANE  P.  MATHEWSON, 

Governess. 
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PLAN  OF  INSTRUCTION— DEPARTMENTS. 

In  order  to  secure  the  benefits  of  division  of  labor  and  direct 
personal  responsibility,  the  Course  of  Instruction  is  divided 
into  three  Departments;  all  under  the  inspection  and  general 
control  of  the  President,  but  each  under  the  direction  of  a 
Teacher,  who,  as  the  head,  will  be  responsible  for  the  method 
of  Instruction  and  the  general  success  of  the  Department. 

LITERARY  DEPARTMENT. 

This  is  immediately  in  charge  of  the  President,  who  brings 
to  it  years  of  successful  experience,  genuine  devotion  to  his 
profession,  as  well  as  a thorough  knowledge  of  the  best  modes 
of  teaching , obtained  from  an  acquaintance  with  the  best 
teachers  and  schools  in  the  country.  The  aim  is  to  lay  the 
foundation  broad  and  deep;  not  to  give  a few  vague,  discon- 
nected ideas  on  various  subjects,  but  to  inculcate  knowledge  so 
methodized  as  to  be  available  in  after  life,  and  so  to  call  out 
and  discipline  the  mental  faculties,  that  their  possessor  may  be 
further  able  to  use  them,  either  in  the  further  acquisition  or  ap- 
plication of  knowledge,  when  she  shall  have  left  the  school-room. 
To  accomplish  this  end,  the  President  devotes  himself  directly 
to  the  work  of  instruction,  and  employs  a sufficient  number  of 
such  assistants  as  are  not  only  recommended  to  be,  but  as  he 
knows  to  be,  thorough  and  successful  teachers.  This  he  is 
enabled  to  do  through  extensive  acquaintance  with  teachers, 
and  the  liberal  salaries  which  he  offers. 

Aware  that  no  school  in  which  there  is  even  a partial  change 
of  teachers  every  few  months,  or  even  every  year,  can  afford  to 
its  pupils  the  best  advantages,  it  will  always  be  the  aim  of  the 
President,  when  he  has  procured  those  who  have  proved  them- 
selves efficient,  to  make  their  connection  as  permanent  as  possi- 
ble. Whenever  vacancies  in  the  Board  of  Instruction  do  oc- 
cur, he  pledges  himself  to  fill  them  with  such  only  as  are,  in  the 
highest  degree,  qualified  fox  the  positions. 

In  recitation,  the  analytical  mode  will  be  pursued,  since  it  is 
believed  to  be  the  only  mode  which  can  give  accurate  and  sys- 
tematic knowledge,  and  properly  discipline  the  intellectual 
powers.  As  a knowledge  of  subjects  is  alone  desirable,  recita- 
tion, which  always  decides  the  manner  of  acquisition,  should 
be  so  conducted  as  to  secure  the  attainment  of  such  a knowl- 
edge. Pupils  should  be  required  to  recite  all  the}'  know  abont 
a subject,  and  then,  if  they  have  failed  to  give  a full  account, 
they  should  be  examined  by  questions  on  the  points  omitted. 

In  connection  with  the  use  of  the  text-book,  familiar  lec- 
tures will  be  given,  illustrating  more  fully  the  topics  discussed, 
and  the  pupil  will  be  urged  to  apply  herself  to  collateral  works 
for  information  beyond  what  these  immediate  sources  may  sup- 
ply. Thus,  she  will  be  induced  to  form  the  valuable  habit  of 
reading  for  a definite  object. 
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MUSICAL  DEPARTMENT. 

This  Department  will  continue,  as  heretofore,  under  the 
charge  of  the  accomplished  Professor  of  Music,  who,  for  over 
sixteen  years,  has  been  at  its  head. 

To  stimulate  to  exertion,  to  give  confidence  and  impart  ease 
in  execution,  frequent  opportunities  are  afforded  to  the  more 
advanced  pupils  to  perform  in  public  at  concerts,  or  before  s e- 
lect  audiences  on  other  occasions. 

All  members  of  the  Institute  have,  gratuitously,  the  benefit  of 
theoretical  and  practical  tuition  in  vocal  music. 

Besides  the  general  exercise  in  vocal  music,  the  Piano  and 
Guitar  pupils,  in  connection  with  their  instrumental  lessons,  re- 
ceive private  lessons  in  singing,  enabling  them  to  acquire  the 
ability  to  perform  correctly  and  brilliantly,  solo  pieces. 

The  Professor  at  the  head  of  this  Department,  is  responsi- 
ble for  the  plan  of  teaching,  and,  in  carrying  out  his  plan,  he 
has  the  full  co-operation  of  his  associate  teachers.  To  give  the 
pupils  the  highest  possible  advantage,  every  individual  music 
pupil  will,  at  times,  receive  the  personal  attention  of  the  Pro- 
fessor. 

In  conclusion,  we  would  say,  that  young  ladies  who  wish  to 
obtain  an  accurate  theoretical  knowledge  of  music,  and  to  se- 
cure brilliancy  of  execution,  either  on  the  Piano,  Melodian, 
Guitar,  or  Violin,  cannot  do  better  than  to  pursue  their  course 
of  musical  instruction  at  this  Institution. 

ORNAMENTAL  DEPARTMENT. 

Ornamental  studies,  in  the  estimation  of  some,  being  useless, 
and  in  that  of  others,  unworthy  of  acquisition,  because  they 
are  supposed  to  interfere  with  more  solid  attainments,  have 
been  too  little  cultivated.  They  may,  in  themselves,  be  of 
second  ry  importance;  yet  they  are  of  prime  importance,  corf- 
sidered  as  auxiliaries  in  the  general  work  of  education.  They 
improve  the  taste,  and  polish  the  mind.  Drawing  gives  a 
knowledge  of  form;  Painting  cultivates  the  eye  for  colors; 
Embroidery  induces  the  love  of  design.  These  are  some  of 
the  advantages,  to  say  nothing  of  the  pleasure  of  the  pursuit, 
of  the  lonely  hours  beguiled,  and  of  time  spent  in  profitable 
empk^ment,  which  otherwise  would  be  consumed  in  useless 
conversation,  or  in  reading  vitiating  books.  Under  proper 
direction,  they  may  be  carried  on  so  as  not  only  not  to  retard, 
but  by  giving  agreeable  change,  to  accelerate  the  progress  of 
literary  culture. 

To  show  the  character  of  the  instruction  in  this  Department, 
and  the  success  of  the  pupils  who  have  pursued  its  studies,  a 
single  fact  may  be  mentioned.  Both  in  the  State  Fair  and  in 
many  of  the  County  Fairs  previous  to  the  war,  premiums  were 
awarded  on  many  pieces  of  needle  work  executed  by  the  young 
ladies  of  this  Department. 

For  the  last  few  years,  on  account  of  the  poverty  of  the 


459 


country,  there  has  been  but  little  demand  for  instruction  in  the 
Ornamental  branches.  We  are,  however,  pleased  to  note  an 
increasing  demand  and  trust  that  we  shall  soon  see  this  Depart- 
ment attain  the  prominent  position  it  once  held. 

COURSE  OF  STUDY. 


PRIMARY  COURSE. 


Believing  that  too  little  attention  is  generally  paid  to  the 
elementary  training  of  the  young,  special  attention  is  given  to 
those  pursuing  this  course.  They  are  placed  under  teachers 
who  have  themselves  had  special  rudimental  training,  and  who, 
from  an  acquaintance  with  the  modes  of  instruction  taught  in 
the  best  Normal  Schools,  are  most  fully  prepared  for  this  im- 
portant work. 

r Reading.  Bumsteads’  Second  School  Book  and 
Hillard’s  Reader. 

Orthography.  Bum  stead. 

primary  J Penmanship.  Payson.  Dunton,  and  Scribner. 
course.  ' Primary  Arithmetic.  Greenleaf. 

Geography  (commenced).  Mitchell’s  Second 
Book. 

Exercises  in  Articulation. 

PREPARATORY  COURSE. 


This  is  designed  to  fit  pupils  to  enter  the  Collegiate  Course, 
and  -will  embrace  the  usual  range  of  studies.  None  will  be 
admitted  to  a full  standing  in  the  College  Course  until  they 
have  passed  a satisfactory  examination  in  the  studies  of  this 
Course. 

The  time  which  will  be  required  to  complete  this  course, 
will  be  from  three  to  five  years,  according  to  the  ability  and 
industry  of  the  pupil. 


PREPARATORY 

COURSE. 


r Mental  Arithmetic.  Quackenbos. 

Written  Arithmetic.  Greenleaf’s  Practical. 
Geography  (elementary).  Mitchell. 

Geography.  Mitchell’s  Intermediate,  with  Out- 
line Maps. 

Map  Drawing. 

English  Grammar.  Greene. 

-j  History  of  the  United  States.  Quackenbos. 
Latin  Grammar.  Harkness. 

Latin  Reader.  Harkness. 

Reading.  Hillard’s  Intermediate  and  Sargent’s 
Fourth. 

Orthography.  Leach. 

Exercises  in  Defining,  Pronunciation,  Elocu- 
tion, and  Composition. 
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COLLEGIATE  COURSE. 


This  embraces  a range  of  studies  as  extensive  and  elevated 
as  is  found  in  Institutions  of  the  first  grade.  Three  Courses 
are  marked  out  for  graduation. 

The  First,  or  Full  Course,  embraces  all  the  prescribed  Eng- 
lish branches,  together  with  the  Latin  and  Greek,  or  the  Latin 
and  French  languages.  In  place  of  the  Latin,  the  Greek  lan- 
guage, and  in  place  of  the  French,  the  German  language  may 
be  substituted.  This  Course  will  occupy  a period  of  four  years, 
though  five  j^ears  may  be  profitably  spent  in  its  completion. 

The  Second  Course  includes,  with  the  English  branches,  an 
ancient  or  modern  language. 

The  Third  Course  consists  of  English  branches  alone.  To 
complete  these  latter  Courses,  it  will  take  a proportional  length 
of  time.  It  should  be  remembered  that  the  time  occupied  will 
vary  in  length  with  the  ability  and  industry  of  the  pupil. 

Pupils  can  enter  on  any  of  these  Courses,  and  on  honorably 
completing  the  prescribed  studies  and  passing  an  approved  ex- 
amination, will  be  entitled  to  Diplomas,  signed  by  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  Facuhy,  under  the  sanction  of  the  Trustees. 

Those  who  do  not  design  to  graduate,  are  allowed  to  recite 
in  any  of  the  Regular  Classes  for  which  they  may  be  prepared. 

None  will  be  admitted  to  the  Regular  Classes  as  candidates 
for  graduation  until  they  have  passed  a satisfactory  examina- 
tion in  the  previous  studies  of  the  Course. 

Reading,  Elocution,  Orthography,  Defining,  Pronunciation, 
Composition,  Penmanship,  and  Vocal  Music,  will  be  pursued 
through  the  entire  Course. 


FIRST  YEAR. 


"Advanced  Arithmetic.  Eaton’s  Treatise. 
Caesar.  Harkness. 

English  Analysis.  Greene. 

Natural  History  (optional).  Smellie. 
Biblical  Antiquities  (optional).  Nevins. 

< Virgil.  Freise. 

Roman  or  English  History. 

Astronomy.  Steele. 

Algebra,  elementary  (commenced).  Davies. 
Botany.  Darby. 

Physical  Geography.  Warren. 


SECOND  YEAR. 


"Algebra,  elementary  (completed).  Davies. 
Cicero’s  De  Senectute  et  de  Amicitia.  Dillaway. 
Parsing  and  Analysis  of  English  Poets. 
Natural  Philosophy.  Quackenbos. 

Physiology.  Cutter. 

Greek  or  French  (commenced). 

Horace  (commenced).  Lincoln. 

Algebra,  Bourdon,  (commenced).  Davies. 
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JUNIOR  YEAR. 


r Algebra,  Bourdon  (completed.  Davies. 
Horace  (completed).  Lincoln. 
Geometry  (Legendre).  Davies. 

Logic.  Boyd. 

< Greek  and  French  (continued). 
Chemistry.  Stockhardt. 

Universal  HistorjL  Weber. 

Tacitus.  Tyler. 

^ Rhetoric.  Newman. 


SENIOR  YEAR. 


'Greek  or  French  (completed). 

English  Literature.  Shaw. 

Political  Economy  (optional).  Wayland. 
Plane  and  Spherical  Trigonometry.  Davies. 
« Evidences  of  Christianity.  Dodge. 

Lectures  on  History  of  the  Bible. 
Intellectual  Philosophy.  Wayland. 

Moral  Philosophy.  Wayland. 

Geology.  Barbee,  with  Lectures. 


TEXT  AND  REFERENCE  BOOKS  NOT  MENTIONED  ABOVE. 


English. — Webster’s  and  Worcester’s  Dictionary;  Quack- 
enbos’  First  and  Second  Lessons  in  Composition;  Mitchell’s 
Ancient  Atlas. 

French. — Keetal’s  or  Fasquelle’s  Grammar;  De  Fivas;  Paul 
et  Virginie;  Corinne;  Racine;  Moliere;  Surenne’s  Dictionary. 

Latin. — Harkness’  Grammar;  Harkness’  Reader;  Harkness’ 
Caesar;  Arnold’s  Prose  Composition;  Lincoln’s  Horace;  Dilla- 
way’s  Cicero  de  Senectute  et  de  Amicitia;  Tjder’s  Tacitus; 
Andrews’  Latin  Lexicon. 

Greek. — Bullions’  or  Kuhner’s  Grammar;  Bullions’  Reader; 
Robbins’  Xenophon’s  Memorabilia;  Owen’s  Homer’s  Iliad; 
Greek  Testament;  Liddell’s  and  Scott’s  Lexicon. 

Music — Piano. — Richardson’s  Modern  School;  Peter’s  Elec- 
tic  Instructor;  Czeri^’s  Etudes  de  la  Velocite.  Vocal. — The 
Hallelujah;  The  Shawm;  Pestalorrian  School  Song  Book. 
Guitar. — Guitar  at  Home;  Carcass’  Instructor. 

extra  studies. 


All  connected  with  the  Musical  and  Ornamental  Departments 
are  Extra  Studies.  Of  these,  pupils  may  take  as  many  as  they 
please.  German  can  be  studied,  if  desired.  Frequent  lectures 
are  given  on  subjects  connected  with  the  branches  pursued  in 
the  course,  and  on  the  formation  of  right  principles,  habits, 
and  manners. 

ACCOMMODATIONS. 

The  buildings  consist  of  twro  commodious  residences  for  the 
use  of  the  officers  and  pupils,  besides  several  other  buildings 
for  school  and  recitation  purposes.  These  are  all  connected 


462 


with  brick  walls,  and  are  surrounded  with  pleasant  grounds, 
inclosed  with  a fence  made  at  the  exposed  points  sufficiently 
high  and  close  to  render  them  private.  All  the  buildings  are 
well  arranged  for  the  purpose  for  which  they  are  used,  and  are 
kept  in  repair. 

For  public  occasions,  the  fine  Audience  Room  of  Mississippi 
College  has  been  granted  to  the  Institute.  This  gives  to  it,  in 
this  particular,5 all  the  accommodations  that  could  be  desired. 

BOARDERS. 

Those  boarding  in  the  Institute  are  considered  as  members 
of  the  family  of  the  President,  and,  as  such,  receive  personal 
attention  in  the  formation  of  their  habits  and  manners.  Neat- 
ness and  order  being  at  the  foundation  of  all  true  education,  are 
inculcated  by  example  as  well  as  precept.  The  Teachers  board 
in  the  Institute  with  the  pupils,  and  exercise  over  them  a con- 
stant watch- care.  In  case  of  sickness,  parents  may  expect  their 
daughters  to  receive  the  kindest  attentions. 

Long  experience  having  taught  us  that  pupils  from  a distance , 
who  make  the  Institute  their  home,  generally  do  doubly  as 
much  as  when  they  board  in  town,  we  shall  hereafter  require 
all  such  to  reside  in  the  Institute,  unless  for  special  reasons 
the  President  shall  give  them  permission  to  board  out.  Young 
ladies  who  dislike  wholesome  restraints;  who  wish  to  be  free, 
to  enjoy  the  associations  of  society,  are  not  desirable  acquisi- 
tions as  pupils.  For  such,  therefore,  this  Institution  makes  no 
provision. 

LOCATION. 

Clinton  has  long  been  noted  for  the  number  and  excellence 
of  its  Schools  and  Institutions  of  Learning.  The  reasons  why 
it  has  gained  this  prominence,  are  undoubtedly  these — its, 
healthfulness  and  its  accessibility.  Its  situation  is  in  a dry, 
broken,  and  elevated  region,  at  a distance  from  any  river,  creek, 
or  swamp,  and  entirely  free  from  any  local  cause  of  disease. 
Probably  no  other  town  in  the  State  can  boast  of  a more 
healthy  location.  While  others  have  been  scathed  by  epidem- 
ics, this  has  escaped. 

Clinton  being  on  the  Vicksburg  and  Jackson  Railroad,  thirty- 
five  miles  from  the  former  and  ten  miles  from  the  latter  city,  is 
eas}^  of  access  from  all  parts  of  the  country.  New  Orleans  is 
now  only  ten  hours  distant.  For  those  living  near  the  river, 
or  on  the  line  of  the  railroads,  the  situation  of  the  Institute  is 
most  favorable,  since,  in  case  of  sickness,  a few  hours  will  be 
sufficient  to  bring  them  to  the  sick-bed  of  their  child. 

For  its  social  and  religious  advantages,  Clinton  is  not  sur- 
passed. It  is  also  the  location  of  Mississippi  College,  and  is 
thus  rendered  desirable  to  all  who  have  both  sons  and  daughters 
to  educate.  By  sending  the  one  to  the  College  and  the  other 
to  the  Institute,  they  will  enjoj^  the  greatest  facilities  of  edu- 
cation, and  reap  the  advantage  of  having  their  children  near 
each  other. 
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REPORTS. 

A daily  record  of  each  pupil’s  recitations,  attendance,  and 
behavior,  is  kept;  and  Quarterly  Reports,  showing  the  result, 
will  be  sent  to  parents  or  guardians. 

HOURS  OP  STUDY. 

Besides  the  six  Recitation  Hours,  each  boarding  pupil  is  re- 
quired to  spend  two  hours  additional  in  study,  under  the  eye 
of  a teacher. 

MEANS  OF  ILLUSTRATION. 

The  means  of  illustration  possessed  by  the  Institute,  may 
be  classified  as  follows : 

In  Geography,  a complete  set  of  new  Outline  Maps,  a very 
large  Mounted  Map  of  the  United  States  and  adjoining  Repub- 
lics, and  a Terrestial  Globe. 

In  Astronomy,  Mounted  Charts  exhibiting  the  Solar  System, 
and  Diagrams  for  explaining  various  Celestial  Phenomena,  a 
Celestial  Globe,  and  a Solar-Telluric  Globe  which  shows  the 
Diurnal  and  Annual  Motion  of  the  Earth,  the  cause  of  the 
Seasons,  of  the  change  in  the  Length  of  Days  and  Nights,  and 
other  interesting  phenomena. 

In  Anatomy  and  Physiology,  Cutter’s  complete  set  of 
Anatomical  Charts,  besides  a full  set  of  Eye  Models,  con- 
sisting of  a model  showing  the  Coatings,  Humors,  and  Lens  of 
the  Eye,  a model  showing  the  cause  of  Long  and  Short  Sight, 
and  a model  showing  the  Muscles  of  the  Eye  with  their  opera- 
tions, together  with  a beautifully  colored  diagram  giving  a sec- 
tional View  of  the  eye. 

In  Geometrjq  an  entire  set  of  Models  of  the  various  Geom- 
etrical Solids. 

In  Natural  Philosophy,  an  Apparatus  containing  many  of  the 
latest  improvements,  and  sufficiently  extensive  to  illustrate  the 
various  topics  of  Natural  Philosophy,  including  Electricity  and 
Electro-Magnetism,  and,  in  addition,  a full  set  of  Mounted  Philo- 
sophical Charts,  'which,  besides  giving  sectional  views  of  the 
usual  pieces  of  Apparatus,  exhibiting  various  applications  of 
scientific  principles  which  could  not  be  exhibited  experiment- 
ally in  the  lecture  room.  These  Charts  prove  invaluable  aids 
in  reviewing  classes,  after  the  Experimental  Course  is  finished. 

In  Chemistry,  a set  of  Chemicals  and  Chemical  Apparatus, 
sufficient  for  extended  experimental  illustration  of  its  principles, 
and  the  manipulation  of  all  gases  suitable  for  the  lecture  room. 
Kent’s  improved  Oxy-IIydrogen  Blow  Pipe  and  Drummond 
Light  Apparatus  constitute  a part  of  this  set. 

LIBRARIES  AND  CABINET. 

The  President’s  Private  Library,  which  contains  many  valu- 
able Books  of  Reference,  is  accessible  to  the  pupils,  and  the  Li- 
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forarv  of  the  Lesbian  Society,  which  already  contains  several 
hundred  volumes  of  choice  standard  works,  and  is  fast  increas- 
ing, is  accessible  to  all  twho  choose  to  join  the  Society,  and 
thus  avail  themselves  of  its  advantages. 

The  Cabinet  contains  many  valuable  specimens  in  Geology 
and  Mineralogy,  of  which  many  have  been  added  since  the  last 
catalogue  was  issued.  Friends  of  the  Institute,  in  California 
and  elsewhere,  are  now  engaged  in  making  collections,  from 
which  we  are  expecting  the  Cabinet  to  be  largely  increased 
during  the  coming  year. 

Those  who  have  specimens  in  their  possession  would  do  the 
cause  of  education  a service  by  sending  them  to  this  Cabinet. 

GYMNASIUM. 

Connected  with  the  Institute,  is  a building  built  and  used  ex- 
pressly for  a Gymnasium  Hall.  It  is  supplied  with  Gymnastic 
Apparatus,  and  has  been  found  greatly  beneficial  in  promoting 
the  health  and  giving  physical  development  to  the  pupils. 

ATTENDANCE, 

The  attention  of  parents  is  called  to  the  importance  of  aiding 
the  Teachers  in  securing  the  constant  attendance  of  their 
daughters.  Absence  from  one  recitation  is  almost  sure  to  be 
followed  by  the  loss  of  the  succeeding  lesson,  and  these  losses, 
by  frequent  absences,  accumulate,  until  the  pupil  falls  entirely 
behind  the  class,  and  becomes  altogether  disheartened.  Fre- 
quent visits  to  their  homes,  or  among  their  friends,  should  be 
discouraged,  and  young  ladies  should  be  made  to  feel  that  they 
ought  not  to  be  absent  from  a single  School  Exercise.  Parents 
are  also  urged  to  have  their  daughters  present  on  the  day  the 
session  opens,  that  they  may  at  once  join  their  classes. 

GOVERNMENT. 

The  government  of  the  Institute  is  vested  in  the  President, 
aided  by  the  Associate  Members  of  the  Board  of  Instruction, 
and  in  its  administration  is  marked  by' kindness  and  decision. 
The  Regulations  are  only  such  as  are  wise  and  wholesome,  and 
when  they  are  made  known  to  the  pupils,  strict  obedience  is  -ex  • 
pected.  Appeals  to  the  reason  and  conscience,  and  motives  drawn 
from  the  Scriptures,  are  employed  to  bring  back  the  erring,  and 
stimulate  them  to  proper  conduct.  But  whenever  a pupil  be- 
comes hopelessly  indolent,  she  will  be  required  to  be  removed 
from  the  Institute. 

GENERAL  REGULATIONS. 

It  is  understood  when  parents  send  their  daughters  to  an  in- 
stitution of  learning,  they  send  them  to  learn — to  make  study 
their  chief  business.  Accordingly,  everything  which  may  in- 
terfere with  regular  attendance  and  close  application,  should  be 
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laid  aside.  G-eneral  attendance  upon  parties,  frequent  Visits, 
and  indulgence  in  public  amusements,  are  found  to  be  entire^ 
incompatible  with  scholastic  duties.  These)  therefore,  are  for- 
bidden to  the  members  of  the  Institute* 

Visitors  are  not  received  by  the  pupils,  except  with  suitable 
introduction  to  the  President  from  parents  and  guardians* 
Pupils  can  see  their  friends  on  Saturdays  with  the  least  inter- 
ruption to  their  studies. 

On  the  Sabbath  it  is  not  desirable  for  them  to  receive  visi- 
tors. 

All  are  required  to  attend  Sabbath  School  and  Divine  Ser- 
vices on  the  Sabbath,  at  whatever  place  parents  may  designate* 

Pupils  may  correspond,  with  perfect  freedom,  with  their 
parents  and  guardians,  and  members  of  their  immediate  fami- 
lies, but  with  no  others,  unless  parents  and  guardians  shall 
signify  to  the  President  their  willingness  to  have  such  corres- 
pondence maintained.  Should  he  at  any  time  have  reason  to 
suspect  that  an  improper  or  forbidden  correspondence  is  carried 
on,  he  will  feel  himself  at  liberty  to  make  such  examination  as 
may  be  necessary  to  enable  him  to  ascertain  whether  or  not 
his  suspicions  are  correct. 

All  letters  should  be  directed  to  the  care  of  the  President,  as 
no  pupil  is  allowed  to  receive  from  the  post-office  or  to  send  to 
it  any  letter*  without  the  permission  of  the  President. 

The  receiving  on  the  part  of  any  boarder,  either  for  herself 
or  for  another,  of  any  present  or  communication*  written  or 
Verbal,  from  any  unmarried  gentleman,  is  strictly  forbidden. 
Day  pupils  are  not  allowed  to  be  the  bearer  of  any  such  pres- 
ent or  communication. 

No  boarder  in  the  Institute  will  be  allowed  to  leave  the  Insti- 
tute grounds  without  permission. 

Pupils  are  not  permitted  to  visit  the  stores  to  make  pur- 
chases. All  necessary  purchases  will  be  made  for  them  by  a 
Teacher. 

Money  intended  for  the  benefit  of  the  pupils,  must  be  de- 
posited in  the  hands  of  the  President.  No  money  will  be 
advanced  unless  so  deposited. 

Novel  reading  is  forbidden;  and  any  day  pupil  who  shall 
bring  any  novel  to  the  Institute,  either  for  her  own  use  or  for 
the  use  of  another,  will  be  considered  guilty  of  a violation  of 
the  Institute  laws. 

Young  ladies  are  required  to  take  regular  walks,  in  suitable 
weather,  accompanied  by  a Teacher. 

They  are  expected  to  be  neat  in  their  dress,  to  give  stated 
attention  to  their  wardrobe,  and  to  keep  their  rooms  in  such 
order  that  they  may,  at  any  time,  be  thrown  open  for  inspec- 
tion. 

Pupils  who  wish  feather  beds  must  provide  them. 

Any  unnecessary  damage  done  to  the  buildings,  or  to  the 
furniture,  will  be  charged  to  the  pupil  doing  such  damage. 

It  is  found  by  experience  that  it  is  not  advisable  to  send 
boxes  of  eating  to  the  pupils;  the  table  of  the  Institute  is  fur- 
A— 30 
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nisked  with  an  abundance  of  food,  well  prepared,  and  it  is  much 
more  for  the  health  of  the  pupils  to  eat  at  regular  times.  If 
such  eatables  are  brought  to  the  Institute,  it  will  be  considered 
a violation  'of  its  regulations. 

RESTRICTIONS  IN  DRESS. 

To  prevent  extravagance  in  dress,  and  to  secure  the  fonna- 
lion  of  habits  of  economjq  3-oung  ladies  are  subjected  to  the 
following  restrictions: 

1st.  No  jewelry,  except  a breastpin,  is  worn. 

2d.  Dresses  in  winter  must  be  made  either  of  calico  or  woolen 
goods , and  these  latter  must  be  of  solid  colors.  In*  summer, 
dresses  must  consist  of  ginghams  and  muslins , and  such  material 
as  are  usually  worn,  except  silk. 

These  restrictions  refer  only  to  the  appearance  of  the  pupils 
in  public.  Ordinarily,  they  may  wear  whatever  convenience, 
together  with  a proper  regard  for  neatness,  may  suggest. 

To  save  extra  expense  in  washing,  pupils  must  have  their 
clothes  made  plainly.  Elaborately-ruffled  dresses  and  other 
garments,  which  require  much  time  in  ironing,  will  have  to  be 
paid  for  as  extra  pieces. 

Parents  are  requested  not  to  dress  their  daughters  expen- 
sively, as  a simple  dress  is  much  the  most  becoming  and  desira- 
ble. They  are  earnestly  desired  to  see  that  their  daughters  are 
so  provided  that  they  can  conform  to  the  above  requisitions. 

Boarders  must  provide  themselves  with  towels,  napkins, 
umbrellas,  and  thick  shoes;  and  they  must  have  their  “names 
marked  in  full,”  on  their  clothing.  They  should  also,  be 
provided  with  heavy  shawls  or  water-proof  cloaks. 

Each  one  is  required  to  furnish  for  use  in  her  room,  and  at 
the  piano,  when  she  practices  at  night,  a candlestick  and  a few 
candles.  The  Institute  provides  lights  for  the  Study  Hall  and 
the  other  public  rooms. 

EXPENSES  PER  SESSION  OF  TEN  MONTHS,  OR  FORTY 
WEEKS. 

TUITION  IN  LITERARY  DEPARTMENT. 


Primary  Course $30  00 

Preparatory  Course,  including  only  English  studies  40  00 
Collegiate  Course,  including  only  English  studies . . 50  00 

Ancient  Languages,  in  addition,  each 20  00 

Modern  Languages,  in  addition,  each 20  00 

TUITION  IN  MUSICAL  DEPARTMENT. 

Music  on  Piano $50  00 

Music  on  Melodeon ; 50  00 

Music  on  Guitar  or  Violin. 50  00 
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Use  of  Piano  or  Melodeon,for  Practice  and  Lessons  10  00 

Use  of  Piano  or  Melodeon,  for  Lesson  alone 2 00 

Instruction  in  Vocal  Class  without  charge. 

TUITION  IN  ORNAMENTAL  DEPARTMENT. 


Drawing,  in  Pencil,  Crayon,  India  Ink,  etc $30  00 

Painting,  in  Water  Colors 30  00 

Oil  Painting 50  00 

Wax  Work  (per  lesson) 1 00 

Ornamental  Needle  Work,  for  five  months 15  00 

Ornamental  Needle  Work,  for  ten  months. 25  00 

DIPLOMAS. 

Diplomas  and  other  Graduating  Expenses $10  00 

INCIDENTALS. 

Incidental  Fee  and  the  Use  of  Ink $10  00 

BOARD  AND  WASHING. 

Board,  including  room,  fuel,  bed  and  bedding,  and  lights 

in  the  public  rooms,  per  month $17  00 

Washing,  for  a reasonable  number  of  plain  pieces,  per 

month $2  00 


As  it  is  the  intention  of  the  proprietor  to  make  the  expenses 
as  light  as  possible,  and  }7et  to  furnish  such  food,  attention  and 
other  necessities,  as  shall  best  conduce  to  the  health,  comfort 
and  general  good  of  the  pupils,  he  will,  whenever  circum- 
stances shall  justif}^,  make  these  terms  even  lower. 

The  entire  expense  for  tuition  in  the  lowest  English  branches, 
board  and  washing,  is  only  $220  00,  for  the  full  collegiate  year. 
For  the  other  Courses,  the  expenses  will  be  increased  only  by 
the  additional  tuition. 

For  board  and  tuition,  four  weeks  are  considered  a month. 

All  bills  for  board  and  tuition  must  be  paid,  one-half  at  the 
commencement  of  the  first  five  months,  and  the  other  half  at 
the  commencement  of  the  second  five  months  of  the  session. 

Pupils  entering  within  a month  after  the  beginning  of  the 
session,  are  charged  for  the  whole  session.  Those  who  enter 
later,  pay  from  the  time  they  enter  to  the  close  of  the  session. 
There  is  but  one  session,  and  pupils  entering  are  considered  as 
entering  for  the  entire  session,  unless  special  arrangements  to 
the  contrary  are  made  at  the  time  of  entering. 

No  deduction  made  in  tuition  and  board  for  absence,  except 
at  the  option  of  the  President,  in  case  of  the  protracted  sick- 
ness of  the  pupil. 

Books  and  stationery  are  furnished  to  those  who  wish  them 
at  the  usual  prices. 
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APPLICATIONS. 

All  letters  of  application  for  admission,  or  of  inquiry,  sliottld 
be  addressed  to  Rev.  Walter  Hillman,  President  of  Central 
Female  Institute,  Clinton,  Hinds  county,  Mississippi. 

leaving  the  institute.  • 

Whenever  a patron  designs  to  remove  a pupil  from  the  In- 
stitute, he  is  expected  to  give  notice  of  such  intention,  either 
by  seeing  the  President  in  person,  or  by  addressing  a letter 
directly  to  him,  and  he  is  also  requiied  to  settle  all  bills  that 
may  be  due  before  removing  her  baggage  from  the  grounds. 
It  is  only  by  the  observance  of  these  requisitions,  that  a pupil 
can  be  honorably  released  from  her  connection  with  the  Insti- 
tution. If  it  is  near  the  annual  examination,  satisfactory  rea- 
sons for  the  removal  will  have  to  be  assigned  in  order  to  secure 
an  honorable  dismissal. 


To  TEACHERS. 

Young  ladies  wishing  to  fit  themselves  for  teachers  in  the 
branches  of  the  literary,  musical,  or  ornamental  departments* 
enjoy  uncommon  facilities.  They  have  in  those  from  whom 
receive  instruction,  the  best  of  models,  and.  by  connection 
with  a thoroughly  organized  Institution,  are  able  to  learn  how 
a school  should  be  organized  and  conducted.  As  it  will  always 
be  the  pride  of  the  Institute  to  send  forth  young  ladies  to  act 
as  instructors  in  the  various  departments  Where  instruction  is 
demanded,  if  made  known  at  the  time  they  enter  that  it  is  their 
intention  to  teach,  special  attention  will  be  given  to  enable  them 
to  attain  the  necessary  qualifications.  Many  have  already  gone 
forth  from  the  Institute  who  are  now  engaged  With  great  sue- 
cess  in  teaching. 

THE  ACADEMIC  YEAR 

WILL  CONSTITUTE  A SINGLE  SESSION  OF  FORTY  WEEXS,  FOLLOWED 
BY  A VACATION  OF  TWELVE  WEEKS. 

A recess  of  a few  days  given  at  Christmas. 

The  last  Week,  and  the  previous  Thursday  and  Friday,  will  be 
devoted  to  the  annual  examination  and  the  closing  exercises. 

All  pupils  are  expected  to  be  examined  With  their  classes,  and 
parents  are  requested  not  to  heed  their  solicitations  to  return 
home  before  the  close  of  the  session,  that  they  may  escape  ex- 
amination. Parents  and  friends  are  cordially  invited  to  attend 
tile  examination,  aud  witness  for  themselves  its  character,  and 
the  general  condition  of  the  Institution. 

The  closing  exercises  are  usually  the  following: 

Address  before  the  Lesbian  Society,  Junior  exhibition,  Concert 
by  the  members  of  the  Musical  Department,  and  Commence- 
ment. 
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During  the  progress  of  the  session  there  will  he,  besides 
special  examinations,  one  general  examination,  and  one  concert 
or  exhibition. 

Parents  and  guardians,  and  friends  of  Education  in  gen- 
eral, are  cordially  invited  to  visit  the  school  as  often  as 
possible,  and  attend  its  regular  daily  exercises,  that  they  may 
not  only  judge  of  the  character  of  instruction  given  and  the 
general  organization  of  the  school,  but  stimulate  both  teacher 
and  pupils  to  greater  exertions. 

DESIGN  OF  THE  INSTITUTE. 

The  Institute  is  designed  to  give  as  thorough  and  elevated 
an  education  as  can  be  obtained  in  any  institution,  and  thus  to 
remove  the  necessity  which  has  heretofore  compelled  parents 
to  send  their  daughters  to  distant  institutions.  An  examina- 
tion of  its  courses  of  studjq  and  an  acquaintance  with  the 
character  of  the  instruction  it  gives,  and  with  the  attainments 
of  those  whom  it  sends  forth  as  graduates,  will  convince  even 
the  most  prejudiced  that  it  does  not  fall  short  of  its  design. 

NUMBER  OF  STUDENTS. 


Senior  Clags 2 

J unior  Class 13 

Second  Year  Class  . . . , 13 

First  Year  Class 10 

Preparatory  Class 54 

Primary  Class 28 

Music  alone 3 


Total . 123 

Boarding  Pupils 67 

Day  Pupils 56 

Latin 17 

French , . „ . .17 

Music  47 

Drawing 4 


conclusion 

The  session  of  1870-71  has  been,  as  respects  our  Institution, 
one  of  marked  progress . It  has  increased  the  number  of  its 
pupils,  enlarged  and  strengthened  its  Faculty,  extended  and 
improved  its  accommodations,  and  added  new  and  better  means 
for  illustrating  the  branches  it  teaches.  We  therefore  emphati- 
cally repeat  what  we  said  last  year,  that  we  regard  the  Institute 
as  now  better  appointed  and  equipped  for  its  work  than  ever 
before;  and,  therefore,  with  renewed  confidence,  we  commend 
it  to  those  who  seek  for  their  daughters  a school  where  they 
may  receive  an  elevated  and  thorough  education. 

ROBERT  KELLS, 
President  of  the  Board  of  Trustees . 

W.  T.  RATLIFF,  Secretary. 


COLUMBUS  MALE  HIGH  SCHOOL 


COLUMBUS,  MISSISSIPPI. 


Annual  Announcement  for  1871, 
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COURSE  OF  STUDY. 

PRIMARY  DEPARTMENT FIRST  ACADEMIC  YEAR, 

Fall  Session. 

Webster’s  Speller. 

Mitchell’s  Geography. 

Davies’  Mental  Arithmetic. 

Davies’  Written  Arithmetic. 

Butler’s  Primary  English  Grammar. 

Spring  Session. 

Webster’s  Dictionary. 

Sterling’s  Fourth  Reader. 

Mental  Arithmetic,  completed. 

Written  Arithmetic,  continued. 

Mitchell’s  Geography,  completed. 

Primary  English  Grammar,  completed. 

Particular  attention  paid  to  Penmanship,  Reading,  Declama- 
tion and  Composition,  throughout  the  entire  term. 
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PRIMARY  DEPARTMENT — SECOND  ACADEMIC  YEAR. 

FaU  Session. 

Butler’s  Practical  English  Grammar. 

Mitchell’s  Intermediate  Geography. 

Colburn’s  Mental  Arithmetic. 

Davies’  Practical  Arithmetic. 

Primary  United  States  History. 

Spring  Session. 

English  Grammar,  continued. 

Intermediate  Geography,  completed. 

Mental  Arithmetic,  continued. 

Davies’  Arithmetic,  continued. 

Harkness’  First  Book  in  Latin. 

Andrews’,  and  Stoddard’s  Grammar. 

Particular  attention  paid  to  Penmanship,  Reading,  Declama- 
tion and  Composition,  throughout  the  entire  term. 

FRESHMAN  CLASS. 

Fall  Session. 

Quackenbos’  Rhetoric. 

Davies’  Practical  Arithmetic. 

Davies’  Elementary  Algebra. 

Andrews’  Latin  Reader. 

Harkness’  Written  Exercises. 

High  School  Geograph}L 

Spring  Session . 

Caesar. 

Written  Exercises  in  Latin. 

Harkness’  First  Book  in  Greek. 

Bullion’s  Greek  Grammar. 

Elementary  Algebra,  completed. 

Geography,  completed. 

Regular  Exercises  in  Declamation,  Composition  and  Elocution, 
throughout  the  entire  term.  % 

SOPHOMORE  CLASS. 

Fall  Session. 

Sallust. 

Arnold’s  Latin  Prose  Composition. 

Written  Exercises  in  Greek. 

Greek  Reader. 

Smith’s  Ancient  Geography. 

Dwight’s  Mythology. 

Loomis’  Algebra. 

Davies’  Legendre. 

Davies’  University  Arithmetic. 

Andrews’  Latin  Lexicon. 

Liddell’s  and  Scott’s  Latin  Lexicon. 
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Spring  Session , 

Virgil. 

Latin  Prose  Composition. 

Anabasis. 

Written  Exercises  in  Greek. 

Algebra,  completed. 

Geometry,  completed. 

Arithmetic,  completed, 

Tytler’s  Universal  History. 

Zumpt’s  Latin  Grammar. 

Kuhner’s  Greek  Grammar, 

Regular  Exercises  in  Declamation,  Composition,  Elocution 
and  Original  Debates,  throughout  the  term, 

JUNIOR  CLASS. 

Fall  Session , 


Cicero’s  Orations. 

Written  Exercises. 

Greek — Herodotus. 

Arnold’s  Greek  Prose  Composition, 

Plane  and  Spherical  Trigonometry. 

Mensuration  of  Surfaces,  Solids,  etc. 

Blair’s  Rhetoric. 

Smith’s  History  of  Greece. 

Spring  Session , 

Horace. 

Homer. 

Greek  Prose  Composition, 

Surveying,  with  application  of  theory  to  practice, 
Navigation,  the  measurement  of  Heights,  Distances,  etc. 
Analytical  Geometry, 

Wliately’s  Logic. 

Liddell’s  History  of  Rome. 

Regular  Exercises  in  Declamation,  Composition,  Elocution 
and  Original  Debates,  throughout  the  term. 

SENIOR  CLASS. 

Fall  Session , 

Livy. 

Tacitus. 

Demosthenes’  Orations. 

Applied  Mathematics. 

Way  land’s  Political  Economy, 

Hickok’s  Moral  Science. 

Modern  Languages. 

Spring  Session , 

Cicero  de  Oratore, 

Greek — Plato. 
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Olmsted’s  Natural  Philosophy, 

Johnston’s  Turner’s  Chemistry. 

Olmsted’s  Astronomy. 

Hickok’s  Moral  Science. 

Lectures  in  Geology  and' Mineralogy  during  the  term. 
Regular  Exercises  in  Elocution,  Debates,  Theses  and  Disser- 
tations,  throughout  the  term. 

EXPENSES. 

TUITION  PAYABLE  IN  ADVANCE, 


Juvenile  Department — half  term $25  00 

Primary  Department—  “ “ 1st  year 35  00 

“ “ “ 2d  3Tear 40  00 

Academic  Department — half  term — 1st  year 40  00 

“ “ 2d  year 40  00 

“ “ “ <c  3d  year 40  CO 

11  “ “ u 4th  year 50  00 


The  Term  is  divided  into  two  sessions — Spring  and  Fall. 
Students  entering  within  three  weeks  of  the  opening  are 
charged  for  the  full  session, 


BOARD, 

Board  in  private  families  per  month,  from  $16  50  to  $20  00, 
including  washing,  fuel  and  lights. 

Board  and  Tuition,  entire  term,  from  $225  00  to  $260  00. 

TO  PATRONS, 

It  is  important  for  students  to  be  present  at  the  opening  of 
the  Fall  and  Spring  Sessions,  as  no  classes  can  be  formed  to 
Gonjhot  with  the  regular  Order  of  Exercises.  The  less  pocket 
change  a student  has,  the  better  he  is  fitted  for  study. 

BOARDING  FACILITIES. 

Board  may  be  secured  in  private  families  immediately  on 
arrival  of  students,  by  application  to  the  Principal. 

No  student  is  permitted  to  change  his  boarding  house  with- 
out the  consent  of  the  Principal. 

DISCIPLINE, 

The  Discipline  is  purely  on  principles  of  kindness  and  cour- 
tesy— by  striving  to  inspire  the  student  with  that  degree  of 
dignity  and  pride  which  characterises  the  intercourse  of  gen- 
tlemen. A manly  deportment  and  an  earnest  application  to 
study  are  required. 

Any  willful  or  persistent  neglect  or  disregard  of  duty  or  gen- 
tlemanly deportment,  will  render  the  offender  liable  to  suspen- 
sion, dismissal  or  expulsion. 
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MONTHLY  REPORFS. 

Monthly  Reports  of  the  Scholarship  and  Deportment  of 
students  are  sent  to  patrons. 

Maximum,  9;  Good,  8;  Respectable,  7 ; Tolerable,  6;  Bad,  5. 

PRACTICAL  INSTRUCTION. 

Particular  attention  is  paid  to  application  of  theory  to  prac- 
tice. Practical  knowledge  is  the  great  demand  of  lift,  and  by 
the  application  of  the  law  to  the  fact,  this  object  is  attained 
and  the  instruction  completed.  Hence,  all  recitations  are 
characterized  by  illustrations  and  applications. 

The  student  has  the  advantage  of  practical  exercises  in 
Surveying  and  Levelling,  Measuring  Heights, -Distances,  etc. 

The  rules  of  Banking  and  Exchange,  of  Interest  and  Insur- 
ance, together  with  all  the  facts  and  principles  of  Commercial 
transactions,  are  thoroughly  discussed  and  investigated. 

Lectures  and  Addreses  on  Literary  subjects  delivered  to  the 
School  during  the  term. 

THE  OBJECT  OF  THE  INSTITUTION. 

The  object  of  the  Institution  is  to  furnish  the  student  with 
an  education  which  may  be  of  use  in  practical  life.  Also  to 
prepare  him  for  entrance  into  any  of  the  classes  of  our  Colleges 
and  Universities. 

A select  course  may  be  taken  b}^  any  student  wrho  desires  it. 

LOCAL  ADVANTAGES. 

Columbus  has  water  communication  with  Mobile  by  the 
Tombigbee  river.  It  is  also  connected  with  the  Mobile  and 
Ohio  Railroad  by  a branch  road  from  Artesia.  This  renders  it 
easy  of  access  from  all  parts  of  the  country. 

It  is  well  established  as  a city  of  great  prominence  in  its  . 
social,  moral  and  educational  advantages. 

There  are  within  its  limits  one  Roman  Catholic  and  six  Pro- 
testant Churches. 

The  Memphis  and  Selma  Railroad  is  now  in  rapid  process  of 
construction.  Its  completion  will  give  it  a direct  communica- 
tion with  Selma,  Alabama,  and  Memphis,  Tennessee,  and  fully 
establish  its  importance  as  the  commercial  metropolis  of 
Northeast  Mississippi. 

THE  BUILDING. 

The  fine  building,  known  as  the  “ Old  Methodist  Church,  ” 
has  been  purchased  by  the  Principal,  and  will  be  thoroughly 
refitted  and  refurnished  with  ample  and  pleasant  accommoda- 
tions for  two  hundred  students. 

A splendid  house  with  attractive  and  instructive  appurte- 
nances, is  an  important,  if  not  a necessary  consideration  in 
education. 
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Our  country  lias  long  been  deficient  in  the  architectural  dig- 
nity and  artistic  arrangements  of  its  educational  edifices,  and 
every  effort  will  be  made  to  render  this  building  especially 
prominent  in  these  particulars. 

THE  READING  ROOM. 

As  an  encouragement  to  reading,  and  to  a knowledge  of  the 
great  scientific  researches  and  important  topics  of  the  da}T,  and 
as  a means  of  informing  the  student  of  the  times  and  country 
in  which  he  lives,  a Reading  Room  will  be  prepared,  in  which 
will  be  kept  files  of  the  leading  journals  and  periodicals,  for- 
eign and  domestic.  Here  he  can  spend  his  leisure  hours  in 
pleasure  and  instruction,  and  familiarize  himself  with  the 
present,  while  he  is  solving  the  problems  of  the  past. 

THE  LIBRARY. 

A Library  is  in  process  of  formation,  and  every  effort  will  be 
made  to  establish  one  that  will  furnish  all  the  standard  works 
of  Literature,  Art  and  Science.  Students  will  have  the  advan- 
tage of  this  department,  free  of  charge,  and  as  it  is  one  of  the 
most  entertaining  and  attractive  features  of  education,  their 
progress  and  improvement  will  be  greatly  advanced  by  a regu- 
lar course  of  reading. 

Lectures  will  be  delivered  during  the  Term,  on  historical 
subjects,  in  order  to  impress  on  the  mind  the  prominent  and 
controlling  epochs  and  events  of  the  world. 

THE  HALL. 

A fine  and  commodious  Hall  is  connected  with  the  building, 
wherein  will  be  conducted  the  public  exercises  in  Composition, 
Declamation,  Debates  and  Lectures.  This  Hall  is  open  to  the 
student  for  private  practice  in  the  preparation  of  his  speeches. 

TICKETS  AT  HALF  PRICE. 

By  an  arrangement  with  the  President  of  the  Mobile  and 
Ohio  Railroad,  students  attending  this  School  can  be  furnished 
with  tickets  at  half  the  regular  rates.  This  advantage,  in 
connection  with  our  cheap  boarding  facilities,  makes  the  ex- 
penses of  a student  considerably  less  than  at  any  other  insti- 
tution of  like  character  in  the  State. 

COMMENCEMENT. 

Commencement  Sermon,  third  Sabbath  in  June.  Literary 
Adress,  last  Thursday  in  June. 

Fall  Session  begins  the  first  Monday  in  October,  and  closes 
15th  February. 

Spring  Session  begins  15th  February,  and  closes  last  Thurs- 
day in  June. 

The  usual  Christmas  and  May  holidays  will  be  given. 
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COMMUNICATIONS. 

All  communications  in  regard  to  the  School  should  be  ad* 
dressed  to  the  Principal,  Columbus,  Mississippi. 

FIFTH  YEAR — JANUARY,  1872. 

Roll  this  Term  shoujs  75,  with  prospects  of  more. 

Value  of  School  property  estimated  at  $3,000  00. 

Number  of  Books  in  the  Library,  about  800. 

Cabinet  of  Minerals,  $150  00. 

Number  of  Teachers,  three. 

Prize  Scholarship  awarded,  January  2.  1872,  to  our  School, 
by  the  “ Washington  and  Lee  University,  ” Virginia, 


BOARD  OF  TRUSTEES. 


C.  F.  Sherrod,  sr., 

J.  M.  Billups,  sr., 

Dr.  W.  W.  Humphries, 
J.  F.  Hudson,  Esq., 
Capt.  E.  T.  Sykes, 

M.  W.  Hatch,  Esq,, 
Capt.  W.  H.  Hargrove, 


Capt.  W.  W,  Humphries, 
Dr.  R.  E.  Lanier, 

Dr.  T.  H.  Mayo, 

Col.  Wm.  Cady, 

Maj.  A.  Hamilton, 

Hon.  J.  A.  Orr, 


OFFICERS  OF  THE  BOARD. 


Charles  F.  Sherrod,  sr President, 

John  M.  Billups,  sr Vice-President, 

Capt,-  W.  W.  Humphries Secretary. 

BOARD  OF  VISITORS. 

Col.  W.  D.  Humphries Columbus, 

Hon.  W,  H.  Sims Columbus. 

Dr.  J.  T.  Gilmore Mobile, 

Col.  J.  T.  Stinson Mobile, 

Rev.  Geo.  T.  Stainbacr,  D.  P Columbus. 

Geo.  G,  Zenor,  Esq Louisiana, 

Hon.  M.  L.  Stansel.,, Alabama, 

Hon,  A.  Murdock Columbus. 

Rev.  W,  B.  Murraii Alabama. 


FACULTY, 

1867- 8, 

Thad.  C,  Belsher,  A.  M„  ) 

Geo.  B,  Maclellan,  A,  M,,j  

Rev.  J.  Bancroft 

1868- 9, 

Thad.  C.  Belsher,  A.  M, 

Thomas  R.  Edmunds 

Hon,  W.  H,  Sims... 


Principals. 
. . . Orator 


. Principal. 
Assistant. 
„ . Orator. 
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1 869- 70* 

Thad.  C.  Belsheh,  A.  M 

Junius  Jordan,  jr.,  A.  M 

L.  L.  Belsher 

Rev.  G.  T.  Stainback 

1870- 71. 

Thad.  C.  Belsher,  A.  M 

Junius  Jordan,  jr.,  A.  M 

D.  L.  Thompson 

L.  L.  Belsher 

Rey.  J.  B.  Cottrell 


Principal. 

. . Ancient  Languages. 

Assistant. 

. Orator. 


Principal. 

. . Ancient  Languages. 

Assistant. 

. Assistant. 

Orator. 


E.  B.  LAWRENCE’S 


BUSINESS  COLLEGtEj 

HARPER  VILLE,  SCOTT  CO.,  MISS. 


The  proprietor  respectfully  announces  to  the  public  that  this 
institution  is  now  open  for  the  reception  of  students.  The 
following  circular  gives  a brief  outline  of  the  plan.  It  will  be 
the  earnest  endeavor  to  make  this  College  very  thorough  and 
satisfactory  in  its  commercial  business  course,  and  to  elevate 
the  student  of  business  education  by  every  means  in  his  power. 
All  parties  engaged  in  manufacturing,  commercial  and  railway 
business,  will  find  it  to  their  interest  to  give  this  institution 
their  hearty  support,  and  place  it  on  a permanent  foundation. 
A whole  or  partial  course  would  be  of  great  advantage  to  all 
3^oung  men  before  smarting  in  a business  life. 

The  vast  and  constantly  increasing  interests  of  our  great 
country  in  Banking,  Commerce,  Manufactures,  Shipping,  Rail- 
way matters  and  Agriculture,  demand  a first  class  and  thor- 
ough business  education. 

The  great  necessity  for  the  establishment,  on  a permanent 
basis,  of  a first  class  Practical  College,  at  this  point,  of  this 
rapidly  growing  State,  has  led  to  the  organization  of  this  Col- 
lege. It  has  also  business  connections  and  mutual  privileges 
with  the  great  chain  of  Bryant  & Stratton’s  International  Busi- 
ness Colleges  of  the  United  States,  but  has  at  the  same  time  a 
separate  system  of  its  own  management.  How  apparent  it  is  to 
the  intelligent  observer  of  our  educatory  system  and  its  re- 
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suits,  that  there  is  a great  lack  of  practicalness — the  mind  of 
the  student  is  too  often  dwarfed  and  diseased  by  improper 
training — the  physical  system  injured  for  life  by  want  of 
proper  exercise,  diet  and  development,  and  a great  want  of 
thoroughness  and  true  mental  discipline. 

To  educate  the  rising  generation  properly,  is  the  first  great 
dvity  of  parents,  and  of  the  State.  Education  commences  in 
the  cradle  and  ends  in  the  grave.  That  portion  of  it  obtained 
in  schools  and  colleges  is  too  often,  to  a great  extent,  mis- 
spent time,  and  misdirected  effort.  The  great  problem  of  the 
era  in  which  we  live — an  era  of  great  activity  and  thought — of 
wonderful  progress  in  all  the  departments  of  human  science 
qnd  human  life,  is  this:  “How  shall  we  educate?” 

This  is  a solemn  and  serious  question  of  inquiry;  it  reaches 
not  only  the  individual — to  the  well-being  of  the  family — to 
the  permanency  of  happiness  of  the  State,  but  to  the  future  of 
our  race — to  the  life  of  our  so-called  destiity.  This  institution 
will  give  thorough  regard  to  complete  instruction  in  all  matters 
pertaining  to  the  business  pursuits  of  life,  and  will  inculcate,  by 
every  possible  means,  a high  standard  ol  character.  Honesty, 
System,  Punctuality,  and  the  absolute  necessity  of  Truth,  Cor- 
rect Habits , and  Good  Morals  to  true  success  in  life. 

A word  in  regard  to  the  advantages  of  this  institution  : 

The  importance  to  every  young  man  of  a knowledge  of  the 
branches  taught  in  this  institution,  no  matter  what  vocation 
he  may  decide  to  adopt,  is  universally  conceded.  Prof.  E.  B. 
Lawrence  (graduate  of  Bryant  & Stratton’s  College,  Cleveland, 
Ohio),  Principal  of  the  Business  Department,  enjoys  the  repu- 
tation of  standing  at  the  very  head  of  the  profession. 

BUSINESS  DEPARTMENT. 

Practical  and  thorough  instruction  will  be  given  in  all  kinds 
and  classes  of  business  with  actual  illustrations — the  most  ap- 
proved mode  of  keeping  Business  Records,  Calculations  and 
Correspondence,  all  classes  of  Bookkeeping,  Business  Penman- 
ship, Practical  Arithmetic,  Banking,  Insurance,  Shipping, 
Commission  and  Forwarding,  the  correet  way  of  drawing 
Notes,  Drafts,  Bills  of  Exchange,  Deeds,  Mortgages,  Bonds  and 
other  legal  instruments  in  gentral  use.  The  instruction  in  this 
department  will  also  include  the  correct  method  of  conducting 
business  in  and  with  Township,  County,  State  and  United  States 
offices,  including  the  various  Bureaus  and  Departments  at 
Washington  City. 


LANGUAGE  DEPARTMENT. 

The  German,  French  and  Latin  Languages  will  be  taught. 
Special  attention  will  be  given  to  instruction  in  the  German 
language  to  such  as  desire  to  thoroughly  master  that  language. 
English  Grammar  will  be  taugnt,  with  Exercises  in  English 
Composition. 
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SCIENTIFIC  DEPARTMENT. 

This  will  embrace  any  Science  or  branch  thereof  the  student 
may  desire  to  learn.  Rev.  W.  R.  Butler,  First  Assistant  of  this 
Department,  is  too  well  known  throughout  the  State  to  require 
commendation. 


BOARDING. 

Board  in  private  families  can  be  had  for  $15  per  month. 

COST  OF  TUITION. 

A full  Commercial  Scholarship  for  complete  course  and 
review  will  be  issued  for  $60  00.  Terms  for  special  branches 
will  be  reasonable,  and  can  be  ascertained  at  the  office  of  the 
College. 

TIME  OF  COMMENCEMENT. 

As  there  will  be  no  terms  after  October  6th,  1871,  and  the 
College  will  be  in  continuous  session  throughout  the  jrnar,  the 
student  can  commence  at  any  time. 

For  particulars,  address 

E,  B,  LAWRENCE,  Superintendent , 

Harperyille,  Miss. 


MISSISSIPPI  COLLEGE, 

CLINTON,  HINDS  COUNTY,  MBS. 


In  the  general  bankruptcy  of  the  South  consequent  upon  the 
War,  this  College  lost  a large  endowment,  but  its  buildings, 
though  in  a somewhat  injured  condition,  together  with  its  ap- 
paratus and  libraries,  were  saved,  A debt  of  several  thousand 
dollars  had  been  incurred,  on  account  of  which  a judgment  had 
been  obtained  and  the  execution  was  about  to  be  made  upon  the 
property.  Such  was  the  condition  of  the  institution,  when,  in 
the  fall  of  1867,  the  Board  of  Trustees  resolved  to  resume  the 
exercises  which  for  four  years  had  been  virtually  suspended, 
llev.  Walter  Hillman  was  elected  as  the  President.  Through 
his  influence,  mone}-  was  obtained  from  the  North  sufficient  to. 
repair  in  part  the  buildings  and  to  stajr  the  threatened  execu- 
tion. With  one  assistant  and  eleven  students,  he  commenced 
the  rebuilding  of  the  educational  edifice.  During  the  four 
years  which  have  passed  since  that  time,  the  number  of  its*' 
students  has  constantly  increased,  and  its  Faculty  has  had  to 
be  correspondingly  enlarged.  In  the  session  of  1870-71,  there 
were  catalogued  one  hundred  and  fifty-three  students,  and  a 
Faculty  of  seven  members  was  employed.  It  thus  attaained 
larger  number  of  students  than  any  other  institution  for  males 
in  the  State.  The  present  session  (1870-72)  has  opened  with 
the  promise  of  a larger  attendance  than  was  obtained  even  dur- 
ing the  last.  Measures  have  been  taken,  with  every  prospect  of 
success,  to  raise  money  to  pay  off  the  indebtedness  and  to  re 
endow  the  College,  and  put  it  upon  a more  permanent 
basis. 

A — 31 
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Thus  Mississippi  College  stands  forth  to-day,  not  only  with 
an  able  Faculty  and  a large  number  of  students,  who,  for  stu- 
dious application  and  upright  deportment  cannot  be  excelled, 
but  with  the  promise  that  in  no  distant  future  she  will  attain  to 
a degree  of  prosperity  far  surpassing  anything  she  has  ever 
before  known. 


PLAN  OF  ORGANIZATION. 

This  plan  includes  a division  of  the  Courses  of  Instruction 
into  two  departments — Collegiate  and  Preparatory. 

In  both  Departments,  and  in  all  the  Courses  of  Study,  the  aim 
is  to  impart  the  most  thorough  instruction,  and  so  to  develop 
the  mind  of  the  student  as  to  prepare  him  as  fully  as  possible 
either  for  a professional  or  business  life. 

COLLEGE  DEPARTMENT. 

The  Courses  of  Study  in  this  Department  are: 

First — A full  Classical,  Literary  and  Scientific  Course,  occu- 
pying  four  years,  and  entitling  the  student  to  the  Degree  of 
Bachelor  of  Arts. 

Second — A Literary  and  Scientific  Course,  either  with  or 
without  an  Ancient  or  Modern  Language,  extending  through 
three  3rears,  on  the  completion  of  which  the  Degree  of  Bachelor 
of  Philosophy  will  be  conferred. 

Third — An  Eclectic  Course,  in  which  the  student  may  recite 
with  the  regular  classes  in  any  study  for  which  he  may  be  pre- 
pared, and  be  entitled  to  a Certificate  setting  forth  his  attain- 
ments in  the  same. 

PREPARATORY  DEPARTMENT. 

This  embraces  Courses  in  the  lower  English  Branches,  in 
which  special  attention  will  be  paid  to  imparting  a thorough 
knowledge  of  the  rudiments,  and  in  the  higher  English  and 
Classics, preparatory  to  entering  the  College  classes  in  either  of 
the  Courses  therein  mentioned,  or  such  studies  may  be  pursued 
as  will  fit  a young  man  to  enter  immediately  upon  a business 
career. 

As  it  is  reasonable  to  suppose  that  with  the  facilities  afforded 
here,  students  will  be  advanced  more  rapidly  and  thoroughly 
than  they  can  be  by  teachers  less  favorably  situated,  it  is 
strongly  urged  upon  parents  and  guardians  that  those  who 
propose  entering  the  College  shonld  pursue  a part,  at  least,  of 
their  preparatory  course  here.  A correct  elementary  founda- 
tion is  almost  decisive  of  the  subsequent  success  and  scholar- 
ship of  the  student. 


483 


COURSE  OF  STUDY  IN  PREPARATORY  DEPART- 
MENT. 

COURSE  OF  ENGLISH  STUDY. 

First  Year. 

First  Term — Spelling.  Leach. 

Physiology,  “ House  I Live  In.”  Alcott. 
Reading.  Goodrich. 

Penmanship.  Payson,  Dunton,  and  Scribner. 
Mental  Arithmetic.  Stoddard. 

Geography  (Primary).  Mitchell. 

Rudiments  of  Arithmetic.  Stoddard. 
Exercises  in  Declamation  and  Articulation. 
Second  Term — Spelling,  Reading  and  Penmanship. 

Geography  (with  outline  Maps). 

Written  Arithmetic. 

Exercises  in  Declamation  and  Articulation. 
Second  Year. 

First  Term — English  Grammar.  Bullion’s  Common  School. 

Geography.  Mitchell’s  New  Intermediate. 
Practical  Arithmetic.  Stoddard. 

Spelling,  Reading  and  Penmanship. 

Exercises  in  Mental  Arithmetic. 

First  Lesson  in  Composition.  Quackenbos. 
Declamation  and  Composition. 

Second  Term — Spelling,  Reading  and  Penmanship. 

English  Grammar. 

Practical  Arithmetic  (continued). 

Geography  (continued). 

Mental  Exercises  in  Arithmetic. 

First  Lessons  in  Composition. 

Declamation  and  Composition. 

COURSE  PREPARATORY  FOR  COLLEGE. 

First  Year. 

First  Term — Harkness’  First  Latin  Book. 

Harkness’  Latin  Grammar. 

Quackenbos’  United  States  History. 
Arithmetic  (Reviewed). 

Penmanship  and  English  Grammar. 

Rhetorical  Exercises. 

Second  Term — Harkness’  Latin  Reader. 

Selections  from  Harkness’  Cmsar. 

First  Lessons  in  Greek. 

Kuhner’s  Elementary  Greek  Grammar. 

, Latin  Exercises. 

Penmanship  and  English  Grammar. 
Rhetorical  Exercises. 


Second  Tear 


First  Term — Selections  from  Caesar  (continued). 

Two  Books  of  Virgil.  Frieze. 

Bullion’s  Greek  Reader. 

Algebra.  Stoddard  or  Davies. 

Bullion’s  Analytical  and  Practical  English 
Grammar. 

Rhetorical  Exercises. 

Second  Term — Caesar’s  Orations.  Johnson. 

Greek  Reader  (completed). 

Selections  from  First  Book  of  Xenophon’s  Ana 
basis. 

Algebra  (completed). 

Ancient  Geography  and  Antiquities. 

English  Grammar  (completed). 

Rhetorical  Exercises. 

COURSE  OF  STUDY  IN  COLLEGE. 

Freshman  Class. 

First  Term — Selections  from  Second  and  Third  Book  of 
Xenophon’s  Anabasis.  Owen. 

Selections  from  Livy.  Lincoln. 

Warren’s  Physical  Geography  (elective). 
Ancient  History  and  Geography. 

Algebra.  Davies’  Bourdon. 

Arnold’s  Latin  and  Greek  Prose. 

Rhetorical  Exercises. 

Second  Term — Herodotus.  Johnson. 

Livy  (completed). 

Cicero’s  DeSenectute  et  DeAmicitia. 

Algebra  (completed). 

Plane  Geometry.  Davies’  Legendre. 

Rhetorical  Exercises,  Essays  and  Declamations, 
Latin  and  Greek  Prose. 

Sophomore  Class. 

First  Term — Xenophon’s  Memorabilia.  Robbins. 

De  Senectute  et  DeAmicitia. 

Horace — Odes  and  Satires.  Lincoln. 

Ancient  History. 

Solid  Geometry.  Davies’  Legendre 
Anatomy,  Physiolog}T,  and  Hygiene.  Cutler. 
Exercises  in  Greek  and  Latin  Composition. 
Rhetorical  Exercises  and  Declamation. 

Second  Term — Homer.  Owen. 

Horace— Epistles,  Epodes*  and  Art  of  Poetry. 

Lincoln.  , 

Greek  Prosody; 
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Trigonometry  and  Mensuration.  Davies. 
Lectures  on  Comparative  Anatomy. 

Greek  and  Latin  Prose  Composition. 
Rhetorical  Exercises  and  Declamation. 

Junior  Class. 

First  Term — Demosthenes’  Select  Oration.  Champlin. 

Germania  and  Agricola  of  Tacitus.  Tyler. 
Surveying  and  Navigation.  Davies. 

Analytical  Geometry.  Davies. 

Original  Declamation. 

Logic.  Whateley. 

Second  Term — Demosthenes  de  Corona.  Champlin. 

Agricola  (completed). 

Conic  Sections  and  Calculus. 

Natural  Philosophy.  Quackenbos  and  Lectures. 
Rhetoric.  Whately. 

English  Literature.  Shaw. 

Original  Declamations. 

♦ Senior  Glass. 

First  Term — Select  Greek  Tragedies.  Woolsey. 
Astronomy.  Loomis. 

Plato’s  Crito.  Tyler. 

Chemistry.  Stockhardt  and  Lectures. 
Intellectual  Philosophy.  Way  land. 

Evidences  .of  Christianity.  Dodge. 

Mechanics. 

Original  Declamation. 

Second  Term — -Civil  Engineering. 

Moral  Science.  Wayland. 

Political  Economy.  Way  land. 

English  and  American  History. 

Geology.  Barbee  and  Lectures. 

Original  Declamation. 

ELECTIVE  STUDIES. 

French,  German,  additional  Courses  in  Latin  and  Greek, 
Botany,  and  Universal  History. 

These  branches  can  be  studied,  or  they  may  be  substituted 
for  certain  other  branches  mentioned  in  the  Course,  provided 
a sufficient  number  of  students  to  form  a select  class  shall 
elect  to  pursue  them. 

GENERAL  CONDITIONS  OF  ADMISSION. 

The  applicant  for  admission  must  exhibit  satisfactory  testi- 
monials that  he  sustains  a good  moral  character.  If  he  has 


48  J 


been  a member  of  any  other  College,  he  will  be  expected  to 
present  a certificate  of  regular  dismission. 

Each  applicant  will  also  be  furnished  with  a copy  of  the 
laws  of  the  College;  and,  after  reading  them,  he  will  be  re- 
quired to  deliver  up  to  the  President,  all  firearms,  or  weapons 
of  any  kind,  in  his  possession,  to  be  returned  at  the  close  of 
the  College  year;  and  he  will  be  required  to  sign  the  follow- 
ing declaration  and  promise: 

MATRICULATION  PLEDGE. 

“Intending  to  become  a student  of  Mississippi  College,  I 
do  hereby  acknowledge  myself  subject  to  its  laws;  and  do 
further  declare,  on  my  honor,  that  I will  obey  all  the  laws  of 
the  College  now  in  force,  or  that  may  be  enacted  while  I con- 
tinue a student  thereof.  I also  declare,  on  my  honor,  that  I 
have  delivered  up  to  the  President  all  fire  arms,  or  other 
weapons,  of  any  kind,  in  my  possession  or  under  my  control.” 
[Signed.]  

SPECIAL  CONDITIONS  FOR  ADMISSION  INTO  COLLEGE  CLASSES. 

No  one  can  be  admitted  into  the  Freshman  Class  until  he  has 
completed  his  fourteenth  year;  and  no  one  to  an  advanced 
standing  without  a corresponding  increase  of  age. 

Candidates  for  admission  to  the  Freshman  Class,  will  be  ex- 
amined in  the  following  studies: 

Latin — Harkness’  Grammar. 

Harkness’  Reader. 

Harkness’  Caesar’s  Commentaries. 

Frieze,  or  Bowen’s  Virgil. 

Johnson’s  Cicero’s  Orations. 

Greek — Kuhner’s  or  Hadley’s  Grammar. 

Bullion’s  Reader. 

Extracts  from  First  Book  of  Owen’s  Xenop- 
hon’s Anabasis. 

JEnglish — Bullion’s  Analytical  and  Practical  Grammar. 

Mitchell’s  Intermediate  Geography. 

Quackenbos’  History  of  the  United  States. 

Stoddard’s  Practical  Arithmetic. 

Stoddard’s  or  Davies’  Elementary  Algebra. 

Those  seeking  admission  into  a higher  class,  will  be  required 
to  pass  an  examination  in  the  studies  mentioned  above,  and 
also  in  the  studies  previously  pursued  by  the  class  into  which 
tliejr  wish  to  enter. 

BOOKS  OF  REFERENCE. 

The  following  books  are  recommended  for  reference  and 
parallel  reading: 

Harkness’,  Andrews’  and  Stoddard’s,  and  Zumpt’s  Latin 
Grammar;  Hadley’s  Kendrick’s,  Bullion’s,  and  Kuhner’s 
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Greek  Grammar;  Andrews’  Latin  Lexicon;  Liddell  and 
Scott’s  Greek  Lexicon  (Drisler’s  edition);  Smith’s  Dictionary 
of  Greek  and  'Roman  Biography  and  Mythology;  Smith’s 
Dictionary  of  Greek  and  Roman  Antiquities;  Browne’s 
Histories  of  Greek  and  Roman  Classical  Literature;  Liddell’s 
History  of  Rome;  Smith’s  History  of  Greece;  Webster’s  Un- 
abridged Dictionar}^;  Draper’s  Physiolog}^;  Wilson’s  and 
Paxton’s  Anatomy;  Worcester’s  English  Dictionary. 

DAILY  EXERCISES. 

On  every  secular  day  of  the  week,  except  Saturday,  each 
student  is  required  to  attend  at  least  three  recitations,  or 
lectures,  and  on  Saturday  he  is  expected  to  prepare  his  Decla- 
mations and  Essays. 

A portion  of  each  Monday  forenoon  will  be  devoted  to  the 
delivery  of  original  Declamations,  by  the  members  of  the  Senior 
and  Junior  Classes,  and  of  select  Declamations  or  the  presenta- 
tion of  original  Essays,  by  the  members  of  the  Sophomore  and 
Freshman  Classes. 

PUBLIC  WORSHIP  AND  OTHEB  RELIGIOUS  EXERCISES. 

It  is  proposed  in  this  institution  to  secure  attention  to  study 
and  correctness  of  deportment,  not  merely  by  the  enforcement 
of  rigid  enactments,  but  by  cultivating  in  the  student  a taste 
for  intellectual  pursuits,  virtuous  habits,  and  high-toned,  honor. 
Religion,  the  basis  of  all  true  virtue,  will  be  made,  so  far  as 
human  agency  can  do  it,  to  throw  her  healthful  restraints  and 
purifying  influence  over  the  students. 

With  this  view,  the  public  duties  of  each  day  are  opened  by 
the  reading  of  Scriptures  and  prayer.  On  each  Wednesday 
night,  a prayer-meeting  is  held  for  the  special  benefit  of  the 
students,  by  the  President  of  the  College.  Weekly  prayer- 
meetings  arc  also  cqnducted  by  the  students  themselues  within 
the  College  building. 

All  students,  unless  for  special  reasons  excused,  are  re- 
quired to  connect  themselves  with  classes  in  the  Sabbath- 
schools,  and  attend  them  each  Sabbath.  They  are  also  re- 
quired to  attend  public  worship  at  least  once  every  Sabbath 
The  selection  of  the  Sabbath-school,  and  the  place  of  worship, 
is  left  to  the  parent  or  guardian,  and  in  certain  cases  to  the 
student.  When  the  selection  has  been  once  made,  a change  is 
not  allowed,  except  by  consent  of  the  President. 

MERIT  ROLL. 

An  account  of  the  delinquencies  of  each  student,  and  of  his 
daily  attendance,  conduct,  and  scholarship,  will  be  kept. . The 
result,  determining  his  place  on  the  merit  roll,  will  be  reported 
at  the  end  of  every  thirteen  weeks,  or  three  times  a year,  to  his 
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parent  or  guardian.  A more  particular  explanation  will  be 
found  in  the  code  of  printed  laws  for  the  government  of  the 
students,  which  can  be  seen  on  application  to  the  President  or 
any  member  of  the  Faculty. 

MANAGEMENT  OF  FUNDS. 

The  ordinary  method  of  allowing  students,  awa}r  from 
parental  control  for  the  first  time,  perhaps,  the  uncontrolled 
use  of  money,  is  productive  of  great  evil,  mixed  with  scarcely 
any  good.  A free  use  of  money  does  not  add  to  the  respecta- 
bility of  the  student  at  college,  while  it  subjects  him  to  a mul- 
titude of  temptations  he  would  otherwise  be  free  from.  By  a 
special  law  passed  by  the  Legislature,  merchants  and  others 
are  forbidden,  under  penalties  and  forfeiture  of  debt,  to  credit 
any  student  of  this  College,  without  express  permission  of 
parent,  guardian,  or  the  President  of  the  College. 

If  any  student  should  hereafter  contract  debts,  without  the 
approbation  of  the  parent  or  guardian,  it  will  be  their  own 
fault  if  they  pay  them,  the  law  not  requiring  it. 

To  avoid  the  evils  arising  from  intrusting  considerable 
amounts  of  money  in  the  hands  of  students,  it  is  recommended 
to  parents  to  deposit  the  necessary  funds  with  some  members 
of  the  Faculty,  or  citizen  of  Clinton,  who  will  act  as  patron  fo.i 
the  student,  making  advances  as  may  be  directed  by  the  parent 
or  guardian. 

SPECIAL  ENACTMENT. 

The  Legislature,  at  its  last  session,  passed  a special  law  for 
the  suppression  of  the  retailing  of  intoxicating  liquors  in 
Clinton  and  vicinity.  This  law  will  go  into  effect  the  ensuing 
session,  and  will  remove  one  great  source  of  evil,  and  thus 
render  the  place  still  more  desirable  as  a residence  for  the 
young. 

EXPENSES. 

The  scholastic  j^ear  consists  of  one  session  of  forty  weeks. 

N.  B. — Students  are  charged  from  the  time  of  entrance  to 
the  end  of  the  session.  None  are  received  for  less  time. 

There  will  be  no  deduction  for  tardiness  of  a few  weeks  or  a 
month  at  the  commencement  of  the  session. 

N.  B. — Tuition  will  be  charged  invariably  in  advance. 
Tuition  for  the  scholastic  year  of  forty  weeks: 


English  course,  first  year $30  00 

All  other  Classes 50  00 

Fuel  and  Incidental  Fees 10  00 

Diploma  and  Graduating  Expenses 10  00 


Fuel  and  incidental  fees  must  be  paid  by  those  coming  on 
scholarships,  as  wTell  as  by  others. 

To  students  studying  for  the  ministry,  tuition,  fuel,  and  in- 
cidental fees  are  without  charge. 
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Students  entering*  after  the  first  month,  are  charged  from 
time  of  entering  to  the  end  of  the  session. 

Board,  including  furnished  rooms,  fuel  and  washing,  is  now 
obtained  in  private  families  at  rates  varying  from  $15  00  to 
$17  00  per  month.  Four  weeks  are  considered  a school 
month.  The  rates  of  board  for  the  next  session  will  probably 
be  equally  as  low.  By  those  who  prefer  it,  board  can  be  ob- 
tained in  the  families  of  some  of  the  teachers,  or  in  the  families 
#where  they  board.  Arrangements  are  contemplated  by  which 
some  students,  by  working  a short  time  each  day,  will  be  enabled 
to  reduce  their  board  to  $10  00  per  month. 

Students  can  board  in  town  only  in  such  families  as  are 
recognized  by  the  Trustees  and  Facultjr  as  suitable  for  keeping- 
college  students. 

Such  families  onty  will  be  recognized  as  suitable,  as  shall 
pledge  themselves  to  render  assistance  to  the  Faculty  in  the 
maintenance  of  discipline,  by  reporting  to  them  any  violations 
of  the  college  laws,  with  which  they  may  have  become 
acquainted.  Persons  who  wish  to  board  students,  should  make 
it  known  to  the  President  before  the  beginning  of  each  session. 

APPARATUS,  ETC. 

The  extensive  Apparatus,  Libraries,  and  other  appliances 
formerly  belonging  to  the  College,  were  all  preserved.  To 
these,  valuable  additions  have  been  made  during  the  past  year, 
and  other  additions  will  be  made  each  year  to  meet  the  neces- 
sities which  may  arise. 

Besides  the  Cabinet  of  Qeology*  and  Mineralogy  belonging  to 
the  College,  the  students  have  the  use  of  the  Cabinets  belong- 
ing to  the  President  and  the  Professor  of  Geology,  both  ol  which 
contain  valuable  collections. 

During  the  year,  a Beading  Room  has  been  opened,  in  which 
the  students  have  access  to  a large  number  of  papers  and 
periodicals. 

LITERARY  SOCIETIES. 

The  two  Literary  Societies — the  Hermenian  and  the  Philo- 
mathean — have  been  fully  reorganized,  and  are  in  a nourish- 
ing condition.  They  each  possess  a Library  accessible  to  their 
members,  and  purpose  to  publish  a Periodical,  the  first  num- 
ber of  which  will  be  issued  during  Commencement  week. 

SOCIETY  OF  MISSIONARY  INQUIRY. 

This  Society  has  been  organized  during  the  session,  and  is 
in  a flourishing  condition.  Its  object  is,  to  obtain  and  diffuse 
information  in  regard  to  Missions,  and  to  cultivate  and  develop 
in  its  members  a Missionary  spirit. 

STUDENTS  FOR  THE  MINISTRY. 

Such  students,  as  it  has  been  elsewhere  shown,  are  required 
to  pay  neither  Tuition,  Incidental  nor  Fuel  Fees.  Provision 
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is  also  made,  under  the  direction  of  a “ Ministerial  Educational 
Board,”  to  pay  the  board  of  such  as  are  indigent.  Any  one 
wishing  to  become  a beneficiary,  should  apply  in  person  or  by 
letter  to  Rev.  J.  L.  Pettigrew,  Chairman  Executive  Committee, 
Clinton,  Miss. 


BOARD  OF  TRUSTEES. 

OFFICERS. 


Benjamin  Whitfield President. 

Walter  Hillman Secretary  and  Treasurer. 

Rev  A.  A.  Lomax Agent. 


Rev.  Benjamin  Whitfield 

Col.  J.  W.  Welborn 

S.  A.  Wells,  Esq 

Dr.  M.  W.  Philips  . 

Judge  R.  N.  Hall 

Rev.  George  Whitfield.  . 

Col.  W.  S,  Cabell 

Rev.  J.  A.  IIackett 

Rev.  J.  L.  Pettigrew.  . . . 


. .Jackson. 
. . . Clinton. 
. . . Clinton. 
. Memphis. 
Vicksburg. 
. . .Clinton. 
. . . Clinton. 
. .Jackson. 
. . .Clinton 


FACULTY. 

REV.  WALTER  HILLMAN,  A.  M.,  President, 
Professor  of  Moral  and  Intellectual  Philosophy,  and  Evi- 
dences of  Christianity. 

PRESTON  D.  JONES,  A.  B., 

Professor  of  Greek  and  Latin  Languages,  and  Literature. 

M.  T.  MARTIN, 

Tutor  of  Mathematics. 


BENJAMIN  WHITFIELD,  M.  D., 
Professor  of  Analytical  Chemistry,  and  Geology. 

P.  M.  WOODMAN,  A.  B., 

Principal  of  Preparatoiy  Department. 

R.  S.  JACKSON, 

Assistant  Instructor. 


W.  C.  FRILEY, 
Assistant  Instructor. 


EXTRACTS  FROM  CATALOGUE 


OF 

PASS  CHRISTIAN  COLLEGE, 

FOFt  1871. 
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The  Christian  Brothers,  a society  entirely  devoted  to  the 
great  work  of  educating  youth,  have,  of  late  years,  seriously 
directed  their  attention  to  a consideration  of  the  essentials 
necessary  for  the  young  men  of  our  country  to  acquire  a re- 
fined and  eminently  liberal  education.  Taking  the  subject  in 
its  more  extended  meaning,  they  founded  their  system  with  a 
view  of  affording  a full  and  vigorous  de\elopment  to  all  the 
mental  and  phj^sical  powers.  They  make  it  especially  the  chief 
end  of  their  teaching  to  furnish  the  minds  of  their  pupils  with 
a summary  of  moral  truths  that  will  serve  as  a safe  rule  of  con- 
duct in  after  life.  They  do  not  look  upon  education  as  a mere 
automaton,  by  which  a certain  complement  of  moral  truths 
or  scientific  facts  may  be  crammed  into  the  memory,  without  at 
the  same  time  a strenuous  effort  being  made  on  the  part  of  in- 
structors to  induce  the  reasoning  faculties  of  their  pupils  to 
form  a clear  conception  of  the  knowledge  acquired. 

It  is  their  conviction,  deduced  from  long  experience  in  teach- 
ing, and  from  the  writings  of  the  most  eminent  instructors  in 
past  ages,  that  the  intellect  should  be  conducted  to  the  discov- 
ery of  truth  by  the  pure  efforts  of  its  own  innate  activit}',  and 
that  no  scientific  fact  should  be  received  into  the  mental  capa- 
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cities  without  being  distinctly  perceived  by  the  understanding. 
Therefore,  they  regard  the  communication  of  knowledge  as 
only  of  subordinate  importance  when  compared  to  the  intellec- 
tual exertion  made  in  the  endeavor  to  acquire  clear,  distinct 
and  adequate  notions  of  all  facts  submitted  to  the  mind  for 
reflection.  They  are  firmly  persuaded  that  each  successive 
step  toward  advancement  in  scientific  knowledge  must  result 
from  the  student’s  own  efforts,  aided  and  directed  by  methodi- 
cal text-books  and  experienced  teachers.  In  accordance  with 
these  convictions,  their  w'hole  endeavor  is  to  bring  the  minds  of 
their  pupils  to  a full  command  and  ready  employment  of  all 
their  intellectual  powers.  But  the  great  difficulty  experienced 
by  all  instructors  is  how  to  induce  each  individual  pupil  to  go 
through  a course  of  mental  training — at  first  slow  and  imperfect 
in  its  results,  but  finally  rapid  and  complete,  fitting  the  mind 
for  any  emergency  encountered  in  the  practical  walks  of  life. 
Hence,  the  Christian  Brothers  agree  with  all  profound  theorists 
on  education,  that,  to  secure  ultimate  success,  the  mind  of  the 
student  must  be  accustomed  to  efforts  of  self-activit}^  and 
nothing  must  be  done  for  him  which  he  is  capable  of  doing 
for  himself. 

To  carry  into  effect  these  fundamental  and  crowning  prin- 
ciples of  an  enlightened  and  decidedly  practical  education,  have 
been  the  chief  aim  and  constant  endeavors  of  the  Faculty  and 
Professors  of  Pass  Christian  College.  And  in  calling  public 
attention  to  an  inspection  of  this  catalogue,  they  sincerely 
hope  that  the  results  herein  stated,  of  the  past  scholastic  term, 
will  meet  the  entire  approbation  of  patrons  and  friends  and 
prove  satisfactorily  to  all  that  the  aforementioned  views  on 
education  are  conscientiously  carried  out,  as  far  as  the  times 
and  attending  circumstances  permit. 

From  a passing  glance  at  the  prospectus  given  towards  the 
end  of  this  catalogue,  the  various  branches  of  knowledge 
taught  within  the  halls  of  this  institution  will  become  quite 
apparent.  It  will  be  seen  that  the  classification  of  the  studies 
has  been  made  wholly  with  a view  of  meeting  all  the  demands 
of  students  desiring  to  pursue  either  a Preparatory,  Commercial 
or  Collegiate  course.  The  quality  and  amount  of  study  em- 
braced in  each  of  these  three  departments  are  assorted  and 
proportioned  according  to  the  strength  and  reach  of  the  pupil’s 
intellect.  Each  department  is  again  divided  into  two  or  more 
classes,  placed  under  the  immediate  direction  of  at  least  two 
professois.  Ample  time  is  afforded  for  the  preparation  of 
lessons  in  a spacious  stmly-hall,  fitted  out  for  this  special  pur- 
pose; where  the  vigilance  of  a prefect  is  continually  exercised 
to  see  that  all  the  students  faithfully  acquit  themselves  of  their 
assigned  duties.  In  the  class-room,  the  instructor  in  each 
specialty  goes  through  a searching  examination  to  assure  him- 
self that  his  pupils  thoroughly  understand  the  meaning  of  each 
term,  as  well  as  the  specific  and  general  bearing  of  the  whole 
thought  contained  in  the  lesson.  During  these  examinations 
the  students  are  freely  permitted  to  interrogate  their  profes- 


sors,  and  each  other,  on  all  facts  connected  with  the  subject  of 
study,  provided  it  be  done  in  good  order,  and  in  a spirit  of 
generous  rivalay. 

No  student  will  be  promoted  to  a higher  class,  or  advanced 
in  his  studies,  without  giving  evidence  of  proficiency  in  all  his 
previous  attainments.  For  this  purpose  an  inspector,  appointed 
by  the  Faculty,  makes  it  his  duty  to  pay  regular  visits  to  all  the 
classes,  and  also  to  see  that  a proper  gradation  is  maintained 
throughout  the  several  departments. 

The  primary,  intermediate,  and  commercial  courses  embrace  all ' 
those  branches  of  knowledge  deemed  indispensable  in  the  thrifty 
and  practical  avocations  of  life.  The  scientific  and  literary 
course  pursued  in  the  collegiate  department  is  intended  to  fit 
young  men,  who  have  the  necessary  time  and  requisite  means 
at  their  disposal,  for  the  after  successful  study  of  any  one  of 
the  learned  professions,  and  entitling  them  to  take  out  their 
university  degrees,  when  the  Faculty  shall  deem  them  in  every 
respect  deserving  the  honor.  The  Greek  and  Latin  Classics, 
English  Literature  and  Philosophy,  constitute  an  integral  part 
of  this  course.  At  the  same  time,  the  different  branches  of 
Natural  History,  especially  Physics  and  Chemistry,  are  sedu- 
lously taught  both  by  theory  and  experiment.  While  the  pure 
and  mixed  Mathematics  are  studied  with  a completeness  and 
precision  unsurpassed  by  aiy  similar  institution  in  the 
country. 

The  main  object  in  view  in  this  department  is  to  conduct  the 
minds  of  those  students  who  have  already  acquired  a sufficient 
knowledge  of  the  liberal  arts,  through  the  higher  grades  of  a 
purely  intellectual  training.  For  this  purpose  the  junior  mem- 
bers will  be  required  to  devote  special  attention  to  the  study  of 
Metaphysics,  Logic,  and  the  Philosophy  of  History  and  Litera-  * 
ture;  and  the  senior  members  must  be  unsparing  in  their 
endeavors  to  attain  a sound  knowledge  of  the  principles  of 
political  and  moral  philosophy  and  the  doctrine  of  Ontology. 

Though  the  Modern  Languages,  Linear  and  Ornamental 
Drawing,  and  Instrumental  Music,  are  left  optional  with  the 
students,  3~et  the  Facultj"  hold  out  every  inducement  towards 
a successful  prosecution  of  these  necessary  accomplishments 
of  a realty  liberal  and  finished  education.  To  this  encourage- 
ment may,  in  part,  be  attributed  the  marked  improvement  made 
by  the  students  of  the  School  of  Art  during  the  past  session. 

An  annual  examination  of  the  students  in  their  respective 
studies  always  close  the  scholastic  term.  Its  object  is  two-fold — 
first,  to  leave  on  the  mind  a lasting  impression  of  those  gene- 
ral principles  of  knowledge  which  should  never  be  for- 
gotten; and,  second,  to  afford  a favorable  opportunity  to 
patrons  and  friends  of' judging  the  progress  made  by  the  stu- 
dents in  the  various  branches  taught  in  the  institution.  All 
who  take  an  interest  in  education  are  cordially  invited  to  this 
examination.  Nor  need  they  be  mere  spectators;  the  Faculty 
are  n >;  only  willing,  but  desirous,  also,  that  they  should  ques- 
tion t Le  students,  especially  those  belonging  to  the  higher 
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classes.  One  crowning  advantage  of  these  examinations  is, 
that  the  mind  of  a pupil  is  kept  intensely  at  work  towards  the 
close  of  the  term. 

With  such  a diversity  of  studies,  optional  'with  the  students, 
and  the  completeness  with  which  they  are  prosecuted,  together 
with  the  incentives  used  to  insure  success,  the  Faculty  and 
Professors  of  Pass  Christian  College  believe  that  they  afford 
every  inducement  to  parents  and  guardians  to  patronize  their 
institution;  while,  from  the  peculiar  adaptation  of  the  class 
system  to  form  the  young  mind  for  reflection  in  the  varied 
classification  of  studies,  the  pupils,  at  any  stage  of  improve- 
ment, may  find  whatever  suits  the  bent  of  their  faculties,  and 
more  directly  fit  them  for  the  after  requirements  of  their  in- 
tended career. 

COURSES  OF  STUDIES. 

COLLEGIATE. 

Fourth  Class. 

Classical — LatinExercises  (continued). 

Viri  Romm,  or  Nepos. 

Virgil’s  Eclogues,  or  Ovid. 

Prosody. 

Scientific — Geography.  Modern. 

History.  Modern. 

Practical  Arithmetic.  Robinson’s. 

Rhetoric.  Quackenbos. 

French.  Fasquelle’s  Introductory  Course. 

Algebra.  Robinson’s. 

Third  Class. 

Classical — Latin,  Sallust  or  Csesar. 

Virgil’s  Hmeid. 

Greek.  Grammar. 

Testament. 

Xenophon’s  Anabasis 
Homer’s  Iliad. 

Scientific — Geography.  Ancient. 

History.  Ancient. 

Arithmetic.  Robinson’s  Higher. 

Algebra.  Robinson’s  Higher. 

English  Literature — Chambers’. 

Geometry.  Robinson’s. 

Natural  Philosophy.  Silliman’s, 

French.  Fasquelle’s  Superior  Course. 

Second  Class. 

Classical — Latin.  Cicero’s  Orations,  or  De  Sanectute. 

Horace.  Satires  and  Epistles. 
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Greek.  Lucian’s  Dialogues  or  Xenophon’s  Cy- 
clopoedia. 

Sophocles. 

Demosthenes  de  Corona. 

Scientific — Philosophy  of  History. 

Logic.  Bowen. 

Chemistry.  Fowne’s. 

English  Literature:  Chambers’. 

Trigonometry.  Robinson’s  Surveying. 

French.  Grammar  and  Composition. 
Methaphysics.  Hamilton. 

GRADUATING  CLASS. 

Classical — Tacitus.  Annals. 

Juvenal. 

Terence  or  Plautus. 

Cicero.  De  Officiis. 

St.  Chrysostom’s  Homilies. 

Euripides. 

Plato  or  Aristotle. 

Scientific — Philosophy  of  Literature. 

Chemistry.  Fowne’s. 

Ayalytical  Geometry.  Salmon. 

Calculus — Differential  and  Integral.  Courtenay. 
Astronomy.  Norton. 

Moral  and  Political  Philosph}r. 

COMMERCIAL. 

Grammar,  Epistolary  Correspondence,  Composition,  Ge- 
ograph}%  Arithmetic,  Book-keeping,  History,  French.  Par- 
ticular attention  paid  to  penmanship. 

PREPARATORY. 

Junior  Class. — -Spelling,  Reading,  Writing,  Arithmetical 
Tables,  Ciphering  and  French  Reading.  . 

Intermediate  Class. — In  addition  to  the  above,  Geogra- 
phy, English  Grammar,  Arithmetic — Intellectual  and  Practi- 
cal; Sacred  History,  Composition,  Elocution,  Algebra — Ele- 
mentaiw;  French;  Music — Vocal  and  Instrumental;  Latin, 
Grammar. 

Special  attention  is  given  to  the  Musical  Department,  both 
vocal  and  instrumental.  Two  brass  bands  and  an  orchestra, 
the  members  of  which  are  chosen  among  the  students  of  the 
College,  rehearse  daily,  under  the  guidance  of  a competent  Pro- 
fessor. 


THE  COMMERCIAL  DEPARTMENT 

Is  expressly  designed  for  young  men  who  intend  to  devote 
themselves  to  the  Accountant’s  Profession. 
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Parents  and  friends,  desirous  of  visiting  the  students  at 
the  College,  will  find  ample  accommodations  at  the  boarding- 
houses at  Pass’  Christian. 

All  arrangements  as  to  placing  students  in  the  College 
and  payments,  can  be  made  at  the  office  of  James  Timony 
Esq.,  the  College  Agent,  Office,  No.  6 Davidson’s  Court,  Caron- 
delet  street,  New  Orleans. 

FACULTY  AND  HROFESSOBS. 


BROTHER  GEFFREY President. 
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Brother  John, 
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Brother  Boniface, 
Brother  Julian, 
Brother  Denis, 
Brother  Herman, 
Brother  Isidore, 
Mr.  L.  Bayersdorffer. 


. . .Prefect  of  Studies. 
.Attending  Physician. 


Dr.  G.  N.  Smith 
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Summerville  Institute  is  a private  enterprise  in  one  sense, 
but  only  in  reference  to  its  pecuniary  and  general  management. 
In  a proper  view,  it  stands,  or  should  stand,  an  object  of  gen- 
eral solicitude.  There  can  be  no  subject  of  more  interest  to 
the  patriot  than  the  education  of  the  young  men  of  the  State. 
There  is  no  theme  upon  which  the  mere  politician  grows  more 
flippant  than  he  does  on  the  subject  of  popular  instruction. 
When  the  citizenship  of  a State  is  homegeneous,  no  matter  what 
party  is  in  power,  good  is  always  evolved  by  efforts  to  pro- 
mote a general  system  of  education.  The  history  of  such  ex- 
periments, in  the  Southern  States,  since  the  year  1865,  has  been 
one  of  disaster. 

* * * * * * * 

The  objective  point  aimed  at  by  a parent  in  sending  his  son 
to  school  should  be  considered.  It  is  too  often  the  case  that 
bo37s  are  drifted  from  home  to  proceed  to  college,  because  oth- 
ers have  gone,  and  because  it  is  expected  and  respectable.  I 
always  feel  anxious  when  I see  a boy  of  sixteen  or  seventeen, 
with  his  ruddy  cheek,  his  eyes  bright,  sitting  upon  his  trunk, 
with  his  money  in  his  pocket,  waiting  for  the  train  to  bear  him 
A— 32 
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to  some  popular  college,  in  some  populous  town.  His  mother’s 
picture  and  his  little  Bible  are  in  the  trunk — how  can  he  go 
astray?  Upon  his  arrival  at  college,  he  finds  the  gratification 
of  his  desires,  and  the  spending  of  his  money  commend  him  as 
generous  and  magnanimous,  while  to  follow  his  mother’s  advice 
would  entail  labor  and  bring  the  name  of  selfish. 

The  saloons,  the  enticing  shops,  the  new  faces,  changing 
scenes,  and  gay  women — all  call  him  to  enjoyment.  His  habits 
are  not  fixed,  he  is  flushed,  first  with  passion,  then  with  wine — 
his  career  is  closed  in  disaster,  and  his  life  is  a series  of  suffer- 
ing, repentance  and  failure.  He  is  never  able  to  see  that  “life 
is  real,  life  is  earnest.”  The  father  of  this  boy  made  a fatal 
mistake.  If  he  had  reflected  that  the  education  of  a boy  con- 
templates the  development  of  all  the  nobler  qualities  "of  his 
mind  and  heart,  and  a complete  subordination  of  appetite  to 
reason,  that  no  family  prestige,  no  amount  of  money,  no  dash 
or  exquisite  posturing  can  prepare  boys  for  usefulness,  he 
would  have  selected  some  private  school,  in  some  retired 
locality,  where  teachers  of  ability  and  reputation  are  watchful 
of  the  interests  of  students,  and  where  temptations  to  vice  give 
way  to  incentives  to  labor  for  future  usefulness  and  happiness. 

The  objective  point  in  education  is  the  full  development  of 
intellectual  power,  the  accumulation  of  useful  knowledge,  the 
cultivation  and  training  of  the  moral  nature,  and  the  complete 
subordination  of  the  carnal  man  to  his  spiritual  being. 

Do  colleges  and  high  schools,  in  towns  and  cities,  do  this,  as 
a rule?  Of  the  thousands  of  young  men,  who  annually  come 
from  the  portals  of  our  numerous  colleges,  how  many  ever 
rise  to  anything  like  prominence  in  professional  life,  or  dis- 
tinction as  philanthropists?  It  is  more  frequent}^  the  case,  that 
these  graduates  claiming  the  intellectual  swiftness  of  the  hare, 
are  passed,  in  the  race  of  life,  by  the  toiling  young  man, 
who  graduated  from  some  old-field  school,  but  carried  into  his 
struggles  the  rugged  virtues  of  his  rural  home. 

The  reason  that  prominent  schools  are  usually  located  about 
towns  and  cities  is,  that  the  convenience  of  parents  is  consulted. 
Not  only  so,  but  a large  school  in  a town  scatters  money  among 
the  merchants  and  tradesmen,  introduces  the  best  people  from  a 
distance  into  its  society,  and  sends  out  from  its  lecture  rooms 
the  great  elements  of  civilization. 

“These  polished  arts  have  humanized  mankind. 

Softened  the  rude  and  calmed  the  boisterous  mind.”'- 

When  the  interest  of  the  boy  who  goes  to  school  is  con  Sid- 

1,  the  thing  is  different.  He  requires  separation  from  the 
nations  of  town,  in  order  to  gather  strength  for  the  temp- 
N and  battles  of  subsequent  life.  Gibbon  sought  a re- 
^’epare  his  incomparable  work,  the  “ Decline  and  Fall 
-\an  Empire.”  Demosthenes,  when  a student,  retired 
\neous,  abode,  and  shaved  his  head,  that  he  might 
off  from;  contact  with  society, 
teacher- of  reputation,  who  builds  up  a school. 


499 


seeks  the  country.  Teachers  know  that  the  country  and  pri- 
vate schools'  are  the  places  for  boys,  and  the}r  uniformly  select 
the  country. 

What  should  be  the  character  of  these  private  schools? 
They  should  present  a course  of  study  beginning  with  the  ele- 
ments of  knowledge,  exhibit  every  subject  so  as  to  arouse  the 
intellectual  nature,  and  proceed  thus,  by  proper  steps,  until  a 
liberal  and  general  training  is  secured,  and  a stock  of  knowledge 
acquired  that  will  fit  the  student  for  any  pursuit  >n  life,  for  the 
higher  studies  of  the  University,  or  for  professional  investiga- 
tions. 

The  teachers  of  these  schools  should  be  men  of  high  attain- 
ments, of  large  experience  and  good  moral  character;  in  short, 
men  “ whom  society  will  not  presume  to  ignore.”  The  idea 
that  a gentleman  can  be  a minister  of  the  gospel,  a lawyer,  or  a 
physician,  and  run  teaching  as  a side-show,  is  simply  absurd. 
The  profession  of  teaching,  viewed  in  its  proper  aspect,  em 
braces  the  whole  range  of  abilities  and  acquirements  tha 
secure  respect  and  consideration  among  men,  and  it  cannot  be 
subordinated  to  any  other  calling.  Any  man  who  fills  well  the 
office  of  a teacher,  has  no  time  or  extra  powers  to  devote  to 
other  pursuits. 

I have*  endeavored  to  present,  in  a plain  manner,  the  charac- 
ter of  schools  necessary  for  boys,  and  it  only  remains  for  me  to 
offer  to  the  consideration  of  the  public  the  claims  of  Summek- 
ville  Institute,  and  ask  for  it  that  degree  of  kindness,  its 
merits  demand. 

The  first  statement  I will  make  is,  that  it  is,  in  the  manner  of 
its  organization  and  conduct,  a private  enterprise.  As  before 
intimated,  in  its  general  scope  and  objects,  it  is  of  a general 
character,  and  should  receive  the  anxious  support  of  the  entire 
community. 

I erected  the  first  building  of  Summerville  Institute  in  Janu- 
ary, 1854,  and  since  that  time  have  educated,  in  whole  or  in 
part,  nearly  two  thousand  young  men.  There  has  never  been 
any  partnership,  nor  was  ever  one  dollar  contributed  by  any 
person  to  build  a house  or  purchase  any  property,  except  an 
occasional  contribution  to  the  library,  and  an  engineer’s  level  to 
the  apparatus.  I have  sustained  the  school  for  over  sixteen 
3Tears,  by  my  own  efforts,  and  b}r  the  assistance  of  gentlemen 
who  have  been  associated  with  me.  Among  my  students  have 
been  the  sons  of  Senators,  Governors,  Judges,  ministers  of  all 
denominations  of  Christians,  and  to-day  T publicly  challenge 
any  school,  public  or  private,  to  compare  the  subsequent  career 
of  their  students  with  ours.  “By  their  fruits  ye  shall  know 
them.” 

W e are  located  in  the  quiet  country,  in  that  beautiful  region 
of  Noxubee  county,  Mississippi,  known  as  the  “Mountains,” 
eleven  miles  from  the  railroad,  far  removed  from  all  the  allure- 
ments of  accumulated  vice,  where  good  health,  clear  water, 
singing  birds,  and  lofty  hills  take  prominence,  and  where  the 
whole  time  of  the  student  is  given  to  study  and  meditation,  and 
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where  teachers  have  nothing  to  do  but  to  attend  to  their  busi- 
ness. 

The  course  of  study  is  published,  and  no  professional  man 
will  say  that  it  was  arranged  by  unskillful  hands.  In  selecting 
my  teachers,  I have  made  professional  merit  and  a higher  order 
of  cultivation  the  tests. 

Our  Mr.  Puttick  has  been  with  us  four  3-ears,  and  I am  sure 
I may  be  permitted  to  say,  while  he  is  with  me,  what  I declared 
when  he  was,not,  that  he  is  the  best  instructor  of  youth  within 
my  knowledge.  He  graduated  from  the  University  of  North 
Carolina,  with  the  class  of  1855,  and  many  gentlemen  in  the 
South  know  the  high  distinctions  he  received.  Subsequently7, 
he  passed  through  the  Law  School,  and  the  School  of  Civil 
Engineering  in  the  same  Institution.  Since  that  time  he  has 
been  laboriously  engaged  as  a teacher. 

I am  the  third  teacher  of  the  school,  and  my  career  in  Ala- 
bama and  Mississippi  for  the  last  twenty7-one  years,  is  an  earn- 
est of  m3T  qualifications.  My  success  is  entirely'  satisfactory  to 
nyself. 

These  are  the  teachers  that  will  meet  our  next  class,  and  we 
modestly'  suggest  that  we  understand  our  business. 

I intend  to  purchase  a good  apparatus,  ample  for  illustrating 
our  course  of  study.  Next  session  a new  feature  will  be 
added,  as  follows : Students  will  be  required  to  write  half  an 

hour  every  day7,  under  the  supervision  of  a teacher. 

When  our  arrangements  are  complete  for  one  hundred  boyrs, 
another  first-class  man  will  join  us. 

No  doubt  can  hang  around  the  Summerville  Institute,  as  to 
whether  the  races  will  be  mixed.  We  are  no  miscegenists,  and 
will  continue  to  teach  white  folks  exclusively.  We  have  no 
illwill  for  the  black  man,  in  his  place,  nor  have  we  any  respect 
for  the  white  man  out  of  his. 

Morally7,  we  promise  to  send  no  boys  home  worse  than  we 
get  them,  and  every  incentive  to  virtue  wil  be  daily  exhibited. 

The  Holy  Bible  will  be  the  basis  of  all  moral  instruction, 
and  a chapter  will  be  read  in  the  hearing  of  the  school,  daily*. 

Too  much  importance  cannot  be  attached  to  moral  cultiva- 
tion. The  times  are  fearfully  out  of  joint;  and  our  people 
must  learn  some  severe  lessons  of  self-denial  before  they  can 
assert  their  supremacy  in  this  country.  God  has  ordained  laws 
.that  underlie  all  success,  and  the  individual  or  community  that 
fails  to  know  and  practice  them,  fails  of  permanent  success. 
Self-denial,  punctuality,  and  truth,  are  the  grand  elements  in  a 
moral  education.-  Grumbling,  despondency,  self-gratification, 
profanity  and  falsehood  are  the  great  elements  of  failure  and 
shame.  Individuals,  by  taking  advantage  of  the  wickedness  of 
the  times,  may  reach  high  position,  but  the  position  con- 
fers no  dignity^  and  only  serves  to  render  infamy  more  con- 
spicuous. The  Bible,  the  New  Testament,  especially7,  contains 
these  doctrines,  and  we  exhibit  them  from  day  to  day  in  famil- 
iar lectures.  We  teach  no  Theology,  so-called.  Our  School 
knows  no  religious  party7,  and  serves  the  peculiar  interest  of 
none,  but  contends  for  those  great  principles  avowed  by  all. 
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As  a citizen,  while  I teach  no  political  dogma,  and  excite  no 
hostility  to  any  party,  I feel  it  a duty  to  call  to  the  mind  of 
students  incidents  in  the  history  of  the  country  to  show  them 
wTho  their  ancestors  were,  and  what  they  should  be,  if  they  are 
worthy  of  their  ancestors.  I inculcate  the  doctrine  of  the 
necessity  of  human  government,  and  of  obedience  to  law.  The 
general  relations  of  the  citizen  to  the  Government,  and  of  the 
Government  to  the  citizen,  are  examined.  These  matters  fur- 
nish material  for  lectures  on  Saturdaj^s. 

* * * *****  * 

The  only  objection  ever  urged  against  my  school,  is  its  dis- 
tance from  the  railroad.  That  really  is  its  first  recommenda- 
tion. Is  three  hours’  ride,  free  of  charge,  rough  though  it 
may  be,  to  stand  between  a promising  son  and  his  preparation 
for  life,  when  that  ride  may  be  his  final  remove  from  indulgence 
nnd  debauchery. 

THOMAS  S.  GATHRIGHT, 

Princip  ah 


COURSE  OF  STUDY. 

FIRST  YEAR. 

English. 

First  Term — Webster’s  Dictionary. 

Monteith  and  McNally’s  Geographies. 
English  Grammar. 

History,  United  States. 

Latin. 

Andrews’  and  Stoddard’s  Grammar. 
Andrews’  Reader — begun. 

Greek. 

Bullion’s  Grammar. 

Bullion’s  Reader — begun. 

Mathematics. 

Quackenbos’  Intermediate  Arithmetic. 

Second  Term — Webster’s  Dictionary. 

Monteith  and  McNally’s  Geographies. 
English  Grammar. 

History,  United  States. 
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Latin. 

Andrews’  and  Stoddard’s  Grammar, 

Andrews’  Reader — Completed. 

Greek. 

Bullion’s  Grammar. 

Bullion’s  Reader — Completed. 

Reader  No.  2 — Begun. 

* 

Mathematics. 

Davies’  Practical  Arithmetic. 

SECOND  YEAR. 

English. 

First  Term — Quackenbos’  English  Composition. 

Quackenbos’  Large  English  Grammar. 

Latin. 

Csesar,  3 Books,  alternately  with  Andrews’  ex- 
ercises. 

Greek. 

Bullion’s  Grammar. 

Xenophon's  Anabasis,  alternately  with  Boise’s 
Greek  Exercises. 

Mathematics. 

Davies’  Practical  Arithmetic — Completed. 
Davies’  Elementary  Algebra — Begun. 

• English. 

Second  Term — Quackenbos’  English  Composition. 

Quackenbos’  Large  English  Grammar. 

Latin f 

Virgil,  4 Book,  alternately  with  Andrews’  Ex- 
ercises. 


Greek. 

Herodotus — Clio — alternately  with  Kuhner’s 
Grammar  and  Exercises. 
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Mathematics* 

University  Arithmetic. 

Elementary  Algebra — Completed. 

THIRD  YEAR. 

English. 

First  Term — Bookeeping. 

Quackenbos’  Rhetoric. 

Latin. 

Cicero’s  Orations,  alternately  with  Arnold’s 
First  and  Second  Latin  Book. 

Greek. 

Xenophon’s  Memorabilia  of  Socrates,  alter 
ternately  with  Kuhner’s  Grammar  and  Exer- 
cises. 

French . 

Fasquelle’s  Larger  Course. 

Mathematics. 

University  Arithmetic — Completed. 

Robinson’s  University  Algebra. 

Plane  Geometry. 

English. 

Second  Term — Book-keeping. 

Quackenbos’  Rhetoric. 


Latin. 

Satires  of  Horace,  alternate  with  Arnold’s 
Latin  Prose  Composition. 

Greek . 

Homer’s  Iliad,  4 Books,  alternately  with  Kuh- 
ner’s Grammar  and  Exercises. 

French. 

Fasquelle’s  Course. 

Fasquelle’s  Reader. 


Mathematics. 

Robinson’s  University  Algebra — Completed. 
Plane  and  Solid  Geometry — Completed. 
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FOURTH  YEAR. 

English. 

First  Term — Well’s  Natural  Philosophy. 

Well’s  Chemistry. 

Kay’s  Astronomy. 

Latin. 

Horace,  Odes  and  Epistles,  alternately  with 
Arnold’s  Latin  Prose  Composition. 

Greek. 

Thucydides,  1 Book,  alternately  with  Kuh- 
ner’s  Grammar  and  Exercises. 

French. 

Fasquelle’s  Course. 

Fasquelle’s  Telemaque. 

Mathematics. 

Plane  and  Spherical  Trigonometry,  Heights  and 
Distances,  Navigation,  Surveying  and  Men- 
suration, with  practical  applications. 

English 

Second  Term — Natural  Philosophy — Completed. 

Chemistry — Completed. 

Latin. 

Tacitus,  Germania  and  Agricola’s  and  Ciceros’ 
Tusculan  Disputations,  alternately  with 
Arnold’s  Prose  Composition. 

Greek. 

Demosthenes  De  Corona,  alternately  with 
Arnold’s  Greek  Pi'ose  Composition. 

French. 

Fasquelle’s  Racine,  or  Fasquelle’s  Dumas’ 
Napoleon. 

Mathematics. 


Conic  Sections  and  Analytic  Geometry. 
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FIFTH  YEAR. 

English. 

First  Term — Way  land’s  Political  Economy. 

Tytlers’  Universal  History. 

Latin. 

Livy,  alternately  with  Original  Exercises  in 
Composition,  passages  from  various  authors 
to  be  rendered  into  Latin. 

Greek. 

Electra  or  Antigone  of  Sophocles,  alternately 
with  Arnold’s  Greek  Prose  Composition. 

• French . 

Moliere  -or  Bossuet. 

Howard’s  Aids  to  French  Composition. 

. Mathematics. 

Deferential  Calculus. 

English. 

Second  Term — Wayland’s  Moral  Science. 

Abercrombie’s  Intellectual  Philosophy. 

Latin. 

Cicero’s  De  Officiis,  De  Senectute,  and  De  Am- 
icita,  alternately  with  same  exercises  as  last 
term. 

• Greek. 

Alcestis  of  Euripides,  alternately  with  Arnold’s 
Greek  Prose  Composition. 

French. 

Howard’s  Aids. 

Exercises — Daily — in  Original  Composition. 
Mathematics. 

Integral  Calculus,  Descriptive  Geometry. 
Shades,  Shadows,  and  Perspective. 

Daily  Exercises  in  Penmanship,  and  Weekly  Exercise  in 
Composition  and  Declamation. 
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GENERAL  ITEMS. 

OUR  TEACHING. 

Our  teaching  is  done  with  reference  to  training  boys  to 
think — to  think  deeply,  and  for  themselves.  Hence,  great  im- 
portance is  attached  to  the  study  of  the  Ancient  Classics  and 
higher  Mathematics.  Upon  these,  }roung  men  must  think  ac- 
curately and  severely.  We  teach  youths,  too,  that  to  succeed 
in  life,  they  must  do  right ; that  they  must  do  right,  not  as  a 
means  of  obtaining  success,  but  rather  in  obedience  to  a 
higher  law,  and  success  will  follow  as  a necessaiy  sequent. 

DISCIPLINE. 

We  endeavor  to  be  kind,  but  strict.  We  also  strive  to  throw 
upon  each  boy  a sense  of  responsibility — an  impression  that  he 
is  the  exponent  of  his  home  and  all  its  associations.  We  strive 
at  all  times  to  prevent  wrong,  rather  than  punish  it.  This  is 
done  chiefly  by  the  enunciation  of  sound  views,  seasonable 
advice  and  parental  counsel.  Some  boys  become  dissatisfied 
the  first  session;  but  if  parents  refuse  to  listen  to  their  idle 
complaints,  they  generally  see  our  method  from  the  right- 
standpoint,  and,  consequently,  become  attached  to  us,  to  the 
place,  and  the  School.  Thus,  while  our  system  imparts  the 
benefit  for  which  it  was  designed,  it  is  itself  fortified  against 
changes  and  fluctuations. 

OUR  LOCATION 

Is  all  that  it  should  be.  As  to  health,  Nature  has  written  it 
upon  the  hills  that  surround  us.  We  are  distant  eleven  miles 
from  the  Mobile  and  Ohio  Railroad.  The  nearest  point  is  Shu- 
qualak  Station,  at  which  point  our  baggage-wagon  will  meet 
the  train  on  Saturday  immediately  preceding,  and  every  day 
thereafter  until  Thursday  succeeding  the  second  Monday  of 
September.  From  DeKalb,  w^e  are  distant  fifteen  miles,  and 
from  Louisville,  twenty-five. 

PAYMENTS. 

Pajunents  must  be  made  semi-annual^,  in  advance.  Some 
complain  at  this,  but  we  assure  our  friends  that  it  is  a matter  of 
absolute  necessity.  No  article  of  provision  can  be  had  but  for 
cash,  and  our  teachers  must  be  paid  promptly.  Most  of  our 
mortification  is  caused  by  friends  not  performing  this  part  of 
the  contract — easy  to  them,  and  a matter  of  the  first  importance 
to  us.  (See  article  headed  “ Expenses.”) 

PLACE  OF  STUDY,  ETC. 

Two  students  occupy  a room,  and  in  it  prepare  their  recita- 
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tions.  A bell  taps  ten  times  per  day,  summoning  students  to 
recite  their  various  lessons.  After  reciting,  every  difficulty  is 
removed,  and  the  whole  subject  is  thoroughly  discussed. 

TERMS  OF  ADMISSION. 

Our  school  is  open  to  all  boys  of  good  character,  who  are 
Qver  the  age  of  twelve  j^ears,  and  are  willing  to  comply  with 
the  following  regulations  : They  must  surrender  all  arms,  of 

whatever  description,  and  sign  the  following  pledge:  “We, 

the  undersigned,  on  entering  Summerville  Institute,  bind  our- 
selves by  our  sacred  honors,  to  obey  all  the  rules  and  regula- 
tions of  said  school,  and  pledge  ourselves  especially,  to  keep 
no  weapons  of  any  description,  or  have  them  at  our  command 
or  under  our  control;  nor  drink  ardent  spirits,  wine,  or  cider, 
as  a beverage;  nor  engage  in  any  species  of  gambling,  while 
students  thereof.  This  pledge  is  voluntary  on  our  part.” 

APPLICATIONS. 

Applications  for  rooms  should  be  addressed  to  the  Princi- 
pal, at  Gholson,  Mississippi;  and  if  they  are  granted,  the  par- 
ties requesting  admission  should  inform  him  at  once  whether 
they  will  be  on  hand  at  the  beginning  of  the  session,  how  long 
they  wish  to  continue  in  school,  and  any  condition  they  may 
desire  to  state.  All  the  engagements  thus  made  by  the  school 
will  be  faithfully  adhered  to,  and  the  same  will  be  expected  of 
the  other  party. 

LIGHTS,  ETC. 

Every  student  furnishes  his  own  lights  and  towels. 

LIBRARY. 

Connected  "with  the  school  is  a large  and  tvqII  selected 
library,  which  is  increased  every  year.  The  “Calliopean  Soci- 
ety ” has  a small  library,  established  by  its  members,  to  which 
they  respectfully  solicit  contributions. 

CALLIOPEAN  SOCIETY. 

This  is  composed  of  the  students  of  the  school,  and  is  con- 
ceived to  be  of  the  highest  importance.  Weekly  meetings  are 
held,  when  some  query,  selected  the  week  previous,  is  debated. 
Besides  debates,  essays  and  declamation  constitute  a part  of 
the  exercises.  This  we  consider  a very  attractive  feature  of 
our  organization. 

RULES  AND  REGULATIONS. 

No  student  will  be  received  for  a less  term  than  five  months. 

No  student  will  be  allowed  to  withdraw  from  the  school  until 
the  term  for  which  he  entered  has  expired,  unless  at  the  option 
of  the  Principal. 
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No  student  will  be  received  unless  lie  is  known  to  the  Princi- 
pal, or  furnishes  evidence  of  his  good  standing. 

No  student  will  be  allowed  to  bring  upon  the  grounds  of  the 
Institute,  or  have  under  his  control,  any  weapon  calculated  to 
do  violence  to  his  fellows. 

No  student  will  be  suffered  to  drink  any  spirituous  or  malt 
liquors,  wine  or  cider,  nor  bring  such  upon  the  premises,  under 
any  plea  whatever. 

No  student  shall  keep  in  his  room,  about  his  person,  or  under 
his  control,  playing-cards  or  dice  of  any  description. 

Prayers  are  held  at  sunrise,  and  at  the  close  of  the  school  in 
the  evening,  when  all  the  students  are  required  to  be  present. 

No  student  will  be  allowed  to  leave  the  premises  without  per- 
mission. 

At  the  ringing  of  the  study  bell,  every  student  is  required  to 
be  in  his  own  room,  and  to  engage  in  no  loud  talking  or  other 
improper  conduct. 

Before  breakfast,  every  Saturday  morning,  every  student  is 
required  to  recite  a lesson,  that  his  attention  may  be  engaged 
in  its  preparation  over  night. 

There  are  two  examinations  every  year — one  in  February,  the 
other,  embracing  the  week  previous  to  July  1,  upon  which  day 
the  “ Calliopean  Society  ” celebrates  its  anniversary. 

BOOKS,  STATIONERY,  ETC. 

All  articles  in  this  line  can  be  had  at  the  Institute,  at  a slight 
advance  upon  cost,  for  cash,  to  cover  the  expense  of  freight. 
In  future  no  books  or  stationery  will  be  sold  on  credit. 

EXPENSES. 

Board,  tuition  fee,  washing,  and  library  privileges 

for  term  of  twenty  weeks,  payable  invariably  in 

advance $ 125  00 


INFORMATION  IN  BRIEF. 

If  students  Come  by  railroad  they  had  better  leave  the  train 
at  Shuqualak  Station,  Mobile  and  Ohio  Bailroad. 

The  school  opens  on  the  first  Monday  of  October,  and  two 
wagons  will  be  at  the  depot  on  the  Saturda}^  preceding,  and  on 
every  successive  day  until  the  Thursday  following,  and  will  con- 
vey students  to  the  school  free  of  charge. 

All  charges  must  be  paid  in  advance;  books  and  stationery 
are  cash. 

Give  boys  as  little  money  as  possible.  They  really  need 
none,  except  for  lights,  towels,  blacking,  etc. 

Write  no  disastrous  or  distressing  news  to  students.  Com- 
municate with  the  Principal. 

If  boys  run  away,  they  forfeit  the  money  they  have  paid 
into  the  school  treasury. 
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If  students  are  expelled,  they  forfeit  their  fees. 

Idle,  vicious,  and  wicked  boys  make  neither  good  students 
nor  useful  men. 

Parents  must  co-operate,  with  the  school  authorities  in  ad- 
vancing the  interest  of  their  sons. 

Do  not  send  any  student  here  on  account  of  cheapness  or 
sympathy,  nor  to  have  fun,  but  because  you  believe  he  will  be 
taught  to  do  right,  and  to  acquire  useful  knowledge,  by  hard 
labor,  and  because  you  have  confidence  in  the  school. 

The  same  amount  of  washing  is  done  for  each  student  as  is 
done  for  one  teacher,  without  extra  charge.  When  an  extra 
amount  is  done,  students  must  pay  extra'. 

Money  intended  for  the  purchase  of  books  should  be  de- 
posited with  the  Principal. 

Send  no  boxes  of  provisions  to  your  son.  He  eats  precisely 
the  same  every  day  that  his  teachers  do.  Supplies  of  provi- 
sions in  boys’  rooms  are  mere  seeds  of  disease  and  loss  of  time, 
sown  in  soil  extremely  fertile. 

The  name  of  the  postoffice  is  ct  G-holson.”  The  name  of  the 
little  village  is  Summerville,  which  was  formerly  a resort  for 
planters  during  summer — hence  its  name. 

Never  send  for  a student  before  the  session  ends. 

Let  every  student  be  present  at  the  beginning'  of  the  session. 
It  is  much  better  for  him  and  for  all. 

No  deduction  will  be  made  where  students  fail  to  come  in  for 
two  weeks  after  the  session  begins. 

Where  two  or  more  students  come  from  one  neighborhood, 
in  the  interior,  it  is  cheaper  and  better  to  come  in  a two-horse 
wagon.  The  roads  are  good  in  October,  and  the  weather  is 
pleasant;  and  sometimes  the  old-fashioned  way  of  doing  things 
is  the  best. 


DAILY  PROGRAMME. 

A little  after  daylight  a large  bell  is  rung  for  students  to 
rise;  at  sunrise  the  same  bell  rings  for  prayers.  Every  student 
must  be  present  and  answer  to  his  name,  or  his  room-mate 
must  tell  why  he  is  absent,  if  the  party  called  does  not  answer. 
Fifteen  minutes  before  breakfast,  a preparatory  bell  is  rung*. 
At  the  conclusion  of  the  fifteen  minutes,  the  regular  breakfast 
bell  rings.  The  Principal  and  all  the  teachers  eat  with  the 
students. 

From  May  1,  the  school-bell  gives  three  taps  every  day  at 
8-J-  o’clock,  a.  m.,  which  is  the  first  bell,  and  three  classes  go  to 
the  recitation  rooms  and  recite,  one  to  each  teacher.  This  is 
kept  up  until  the  fifth  bell.  After  the  classes  of  that  hour 
have  recited,  the  bell  gives  one  tap  and  exercises  close.  Dinner 
follows.  In  the  afternoon  the  same  exercises  are  had.  From 
October  to  May,  the  morning  bell  taps  at  9 o’clock..  After 
supper  the  school-bell  rings  about  dark,  and  students  must  be 
quiet  for  study  and  rest. 

At  3£  o’clock  on  Saturday  and  Sunday  evenings,  the  Princi- 


510 


pal  lectures  the  whole  school,  and  all  the  teachers  are  ready  to 
give  instruction  at  any  and  at  all  times,  except  Sunday. 

On  Saturday,  Mr.  Puttick  exercises  his  classes  in  surveying 
and  leveling.  We  have  splendid  new  instruments. 

The  course  of  study,  as  presented,  constitutes  five  distinct 
schools,  and  students,  by  authority  or  direction  of  their  parents, 
can  select  one  or  more,  as  circumstances  may  indicate,  or  the 
Principal  will  select,  after  hearing  the  circumstances  and  desires 
of  the  stftdent.  In  all  cases,  four  daily  recitations  will  be 
required. 

The  reason  that  French  is  put  down  for  the  third  year,  is, 
that  we  desire  to  show  about  what  knowledge  of  Latin  we  con- 
sider necessary  for  a student  to  possess  in  order  that  his  French 
studies  may  be  prosecuted  successful^.  The  language  of 
Southern  Europe  having  grown  out  of  the  Latin  language,  are 
acquired  with  great  facility  by  those  who  are  familiar  with 
Latin  formations  and  constructions.  English,  Latin,  Greek, 
and  Mathematics,  are  separate  and  distinct  schools,  and  it  is 
not  intended  that  all  the  subjects  marked  first  year,  etc.,  in 
these  four  schools,  should  be  studied  at  the  same  time.  For 
instance,  it  is  supposed  that  boys  beginning  Latin  and  Greek 
have  previously  mastered  the  first  and  second  3^ears’  studies,  in 
the  English  and  Mathematical  Schools. 

Parents,  when  they  send  their  sons,  would  do  well  to  write 
whether  they  wish  them  to  take  a* regular  conrse  or  not,  and 
then  leave  the  teachers  to  arrange  the  studies.  Sending  word 
to  the  teacher,  “ I wish  my  son  to  study  Latin  this  session/’  is 
wrong.  The  boy  may  not  be  qualified.  Write  as  above  sug- 
gested— in  other  words,  write  what  course  you  wish  your  son 
to  pursue.  We  will  attend  to  the  balance. 

Total  number  of  students,  86. 

TEACHERS. 

Thomas  S.  Gathright,  A.  M. 

John  M.  Pdttick,  A.  M. 


. PHYSICIAN  TO  THE  SCHOOL. 
John  R.  Prince,  M.  D. 


GENERAL  REPORT 


OF  ^HE 

TOUGALOO  UNIVERSITY, 

FOR  THE  YEAR  1871. 


o 


lion.  11.  it.  Pease , Superintendent  Education , Mississippi. 

Sir — I beg  leave  to  submit  herewith,  for  your  informa- 
tion and  use,  the  following  report  for  the  year  1871 : 

STATEMENT. 

The  University  has  been  established  with  the  intention  of 
raising  up  and  perfecting,  as  soon  as  possible,  for  the  youth  of 
the  State,  a real  university — full,  complete,  perfectly  en- 
dowed,' thoroughly  equipped  for  its  high  and  important  work. 
At  present,  of  course,  the  enterprise  is  in  its  infancy,  and  the 
progress  thus  far  attained  is  apparently  low,  owing  to  the  fact 
that  pupils  of  high  advancement  are  not  to  be  found  even  in 
the  State. 

A good  foundation  has,  however,  been  laid,  and  fine  progress 
has  been  made  considering  the  circumstances,  while  the  influ- 
ence of  the  institution  as  to  deportment,  moral  feeling  and 
religious  culture  has  been,  and  still  is,  very  marked  and  greatly 
honorable  to  all  concerned,  as  w*ell  as  highly  encouraging  to 
those  who  are  interested  in  the  work. 
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FUNDS,  ETC. 

The  University  lias  no  permanent  funds  whatever  for  current 
uses.  Its  property  consists  of  about  five  hundred  acres  of  land, 
together  with  three  buildings  capable  of  furnishing  room  for  the 
requisite  teachers,  etc.,  lodging  room  for  about  seventy-five  to 
eighty  pupils,  and  school  and  dining  room  for  about  two 
hundred  to  two  hundred  and  fifty  pupils,  as  also  outbuildings, 
fixtures,  etc.,  for  farming  and  other  purposes. 

Last  spring  and  this  fall,  the  Boards  of  Directors  of  Madison 
hnd  Hinds  counties  have,  for  about  five  months,  paid  each  the 
wages  of  one  teacher.  A few  of  the  pupils  pay  one  dollar  per 
month  tuition.  Some  of  the  students  have  been  allowed  to 
detray  wholly  or  in  part  their  expenses  by  work  upon  the  prem- 
mises,  and  the  rest  has  been  furnished  from  the  treasury  of  the 
American  Missionary  Association — a benevolent  but  non- 
sectarian organization,  under  whose  auspices  the  institution 
has  been  established. 

It  wTill  be  seen,  therefore,  that  we  pressingly  need  funds — 
first,  to  enlarge  our  accommodations  for  lodging  and  boarding 
students;  second,  to  pay  salaries  of  teachers  employed;  third, 
to  purchase  higher  apparatus,  etc.,  for  purposes  of  instruction 
and  illustration. 

DEPARTMENTS. 

1.  Elementaiy.  I 3.  Academic. 

2.  Normal.  | 4.  Agricultural. 

REPORTS. 

Professor  A.  J.  Steele,  Principal  Normal  Department,  for- 
wards a report  of  his  department.  Mr.  H.  S.  Beals,  Superin- 
tendent and  Business  Agent,  makes  a statement  of  matters 
under  charge  of  himself  and  wife,  as  Superintendent  and 
Matron,  to  both  of  which  I respectfully  refer  you. 

STATISTICS. 

I append  the  statistics  needful  to  understand  the  past  opera- 
tions, during  1871,  and  the  present  condition  of  the  University. 


TRUSTEES. 


His  Excellency,  R.  C.  Powers, 
Hon.  H.  W.  Warren, 

Hon.  Geo.  C.  McKee, 

PI  on,  T.  W.  Stringer, 

Hon.  Jno.  R.  Lynch, 

Rev.  M.  T.  Newsom, 

Rev.  George  Whipple, 

Ralph  Emerson, 


Harvey  S.  Beals, 

Green  Lemons, 

Hon.  PI.  R.  Pease, 

Maj.  Seldon  N.  Clark, 
Rev.  E.  M.  Cravath, 
Rev.  M.  E.  Strieby, 
Gen.  Chas.  H.  Howard, 
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INSTRUCTORS. 

Rev.  EBENEZER  TUCKER,  A.  M., 

Principal  Academic  and  Elementary  Departments. 

Prof.  A.  J.  STEELE, 

Principal  Normal  School. 

Mr.  Hervey  S.  Beals, 

Superintendent  Agricultural  Department. 

Miss  H.  LOUISA  LANE, 

Assistant  Normal  Department. 

Mrs.  A.  J.  STEELE, 

Teacher  of  Music. 

Miss  SARAH  A.  BEALS, 

Instructor  Elementary  Department. 

Mrs.  H.  C.  BEALS, 

Matron. 

students. 

January — October , 1871.  Two  Terms . 

Primary 81 

‘Intermediate 73 

Grammar 20 

Night 17 

Total 191 

October — December.  One  Term. 

Elementary 94 

Normal 47 

Academic 1 

Total 142 

miscellaneous. 

1.  Library  (about  1,000  volumes),  consisting  of  about  one 
hundred  books  for  general  reference;  the  remainder,  ordinary 
cl^ss  books — larger  or  smaller  for  the  use  of  pupils  in  their 
usual  lessons. 

2.  Maps,  Globes,  Programme  Clock,  etc. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

EBENEZER  TUCKER, 
Principal,  etc 

A — 33 
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REPORT  OF  THE  SUPERINTENDENT  AND  FINANCIAL 
AGENT  OF  THE  TOUGALOO  UNIVERSITY. 


To  Hon.  IT.  P.  Pease,  Superintendent  Public  Education,  • 
State  of  Mississippi r 

I have  the  honor,  in  compliance  with  your  request,  to  sub- 
mit a report  of  the  Agricultural  Departments  and  general  con- 
dition of  the  “ Tougaloo  University/’ 

The  “College  Farm”  was  purchased  in  1869,  b}r  “The 
American  Missionary  Association.” 

This  Farm,  situated  on  the  N.  O.,  J.  & G.  N.  Railroad,  seven 
miles  north  of  Jackson,  contains  five  hundred  acres  of  land, 
with  a large  mansion  and  outbuildings.  In  the  following 
year  (1870),  two  large  college  buildings  were  erected — one  con- 
taining audience  room,  school  and  recitation  rooms,  and  dor- 
mitories for  thirty  young  men;  the  other  containing  dining- 
room, kitchen,  laundry,  sitting-room,  and  dormitories  for  thirty 
young  ladies.  The  buildings  were  erected  by  aid  received 
from  the  Government  of  the  United  States,  through  Educational 
Department  of  the  Bureau  of  Refugees  and  Freedmen,  at  a 
cost  of  $13,050  00. 


The  School  Farm  cost  the  Association $10,500  00 

Cost  of  stock  and  farming  utensils,  about 2,000  00 


Total  expenditures,  including  school  expenses  to 

date $27,75-7  00 

Receipts  from  the  labor  of  students  on  Farm, 

1870 $1,168  00 

“ “ “ “ 1871,  1,751  00 

Receipts  for  board  and  tuition ..  702  86 


Total $3,621  86 


The  Universit}7',  though  in  its  infancy,  is  fairly  started  on  its 
career  of  prosperity.  It  is  crowded  with  earnest  students  who 
are  determined  to  surmount  every  difficulty,  and  ultimately 
secure  positions  of  usefulness  in  society,  as  intelligent,  educated 
citizens. 

More  than  sixty  boarding  students  now  belong  to  the  Pre- 
paratory and  Normal  Departments,  who  are  rapidly  advancing 
in  their  studies.  The  University  needs  an  additional  dornji- 
tory  for  one  hundred  more  scholars — now  ready,  and  they  are 
knocking  at  the  doors  of  this  institution. 

The  Association  is  bearing  the  greater  burden  of  its  support 
In  addition  to  this  enterprise,  it  is  sustaining  seven  chartered 
and  twenty-two  normal  and  graded  institutions,  with  seventy 
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other  schools — all  in  the  South — with  three  hundred  and  twenty- 
two  teachers. 

This  Association  is  undenominational  in  its  character ; 
among  its  teachers  are  graduates  of  the  first  colleges  in  the 
country — men  and  women  of  character  and  religious  principle, 
embracing  members  of  five  or  six  denominations;  expending, 
annually,  more  than  two  hundred  thousand  dollars  for  educa- 
tional purposes  in  the  South.  The  Association,  through  its 
officers  and  agents,  pra}Ts  for  co-operation  of  your  Honorable 
Board  and  the  State  government,  and  all  philanthropists  and 
lovers  of  learning  to  whom  our  petition  may  come. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

H.  S.  BEALS, 

Superintendent  and  Financial  Agent,  Tougaloo  University. 


EXTRACTS  FROM  THE  CATALOGUE 


OF  THE  • <* 

UNIVERSITY  OF  MISSISSIPPI 


SESSION  OF  1870-71. 


•0- 


******  * 
CHANGE  OF  THE  SYSTEM  OF  THE  UNIVERSITY. 

At  the  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Trustees,  held  in  Jackson, 
on  the  26th  of  October,  1870,  the  following  action  was  taken 
in  reference  to  a long  contemplated  alteration  in  the  plan  of  in- 
struction in  the  University: 

Resolved,  That  it  is  the  sense  of  this  Board  of  Trustees,  that 
the  following  shall  be  adopted  as  the  plan  of  operation  of  the 
University  of  Mississippi:  Three  general  departments  shall 

be  included  in  the  plan,  viz : 

1.  A Department  of  Preparatory  Education. 

2.  A Department  of  Science,  Literature,  and  the  Arts. 

3.  A Department  of  Professional  Education. 

DEPARTMENT  OF  PREPARATORY  EDUCATION. 

Under  the  first  of  these  general  Departments,  is  included  a 
University  High  School,  in  which  shall  be  taught  all  those’ 
branches  of  study  preliminary  to  the  University  courses,  viz: 
English,  Latin,  Greek,  and  Mathematics,  together  with  a course 
of  Commercial  Science,  including  Penmanship  and  Book- 
keeping. 
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DEPARTMENT  OF  SCIENCE,  LITERATURE,  AND  THE  ARTS. 

Under  the  second  are  included  six  distinct  Courses,  four  of 
which  shall  be  undergraduate  parallel  Courses,  and  two  shall  be 
post-graduate  courses. 

UNDERGRADUATE  COURSES. 

The  four  Undergraduate  Parallel  Courses  shall  be  known  as: 

1.  The  Course  for  Bachelor  of  Arts;  2.  The  Course  for  Bach- 
elor of  Science;  3.  The  Course  for  Bachelor  of  Philosophy; 
and,  4.  The  Course  for  Civil  Engineer.  A student  has  free 
choice  of  these  Courses,  but  the  studies  prescribed  for  each 
Course  are  all  compulsory  for  that  Course. 

1.  The  Course  for  Bachelor  of  Arts  requires  four  years  for 
its  completion,  and  embraces  the  studies  following: 

For  the  first  year — English,  Latin,  Greek,  Mathematics. 

For  the  second  year — English,  Latin,  Greek,  Mathematics, 
History,  Physics. 

For  the  third  year — Physics,  Metaphysics,  Rhetoric,  Greek, 
Latin,  French,  Chemistry. 

For  the  fourth  year — Optics,  Astronomy,  Geology,  Political 
Economy,  Ethics,  English,  French,  Greek. 

2.  The  Course  for  Bachelor  of  Science  requires  three  years 
for  its  completion,  and  embraces  the  studies  following: 

For  the  first  year — English,  Latin,  Botany,  Histo^,  Mathe- 
matics. 

For  the  second  year — English  Literature,  Physics,  Mathe- 
matics, Political  Economy,  Rhetoric,  Chemistry. 

For  the  third  year — Physics,  Optics,  Geology,  French,  Ethics, 
Metaphysics. 

3.  The  Course  for  Bachelor  of  Philosophy  requires  three 
years  for  its  completion,  and  embraces  the  studies  following: 

For  the  first  year — English  Language  and  Literature,  Botany, 
Mathematics. 

For  the  second  year — Political  Economy,  History,  Chemistry 
Mathematics. 

For  the  third  year — Physics,  Rhetoric,  Geology,  Ethics,  Meta- 
physics. 

4.  The  Course  for  Civil  Engineer  requires  four  years  for  its 
completion,  and  embraces  the  studies  following: 

For  the  first  year — English  Language  and  Literature,  French, 
Botany,  Mathematics. 

For  the  second  year — Drawing,  Mathematics,  French. 

For  the  third  year — Physics,  Mechanics,  Chemistry,  Engin- 
eering. 

For  the  fourth  year — History,  Optics,  Geology,  Engineering, 
Ethics. 

POST-GRADUATE  COURSES. 

The  two  Post-graduate  Courses  shall  be  known  as — 1.  The 
Course  for  Master  of  Arts;  2.  The  Course  for  Doctor  of  Phil- 
osophy. 
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1.  The  Course  for  Master  of  Arts  requires  one  year  addi- 
tional to  the  Bachelor  of  Arts  Course,  and  embraces,  in  addi- 
tion to  the  studies  of  that  Course,  an  extended  course  in  any  of 
the  three,  viz : French,  Latin,  German,  Anglo-Saxon,  Greek, 
Hebrew,  Ethics,  Metaphysics,  History — on  which  the  candidate 
must  sustain  a satisfactory  examination,  and  submit  an  ap- 
proved thesis. 

2.  The  Course  for  Doctor  of  Philosophy  requires  two  years 
in  addition  to  the  Course  for  Bachelor  of  Arts,  and  embraces 
the  following  additional  studies:  For  the  first  year,  Practical 
Chemistiy,  Practical  Mineralogy,  and  Practical  Botany.  For 
the  second  year,  Practical  Chemistiy,  Practical  Geology,  Prac- 
tical Zoology,  and  Practical  Astronomy.  On  any  three  of  these 
studies,  the  candidate  must  sustain  a satisfactory  examination, 
and  present  an  approved  thesis. 

DEPARTMENT  OF  PROFESSIONAL  EDUCATION. 

Under  the  third  general  department  are  embraced  two  Pro- 
fessional Schools,  viz : 1.  A School  of  Law  and  Governmental 
Science;  2.  A School  of  Medicine  and  Surgery/ 

1.  The  School  of  Law  and  Governmental  Science,  when  com- 
plete in  its  organization,  shall  be  presided  over  by  four  Pro- 
fessors. 

2.  The  School  of  Medicine  and  Surgery,  when  organized, 
shall  be  furnished  with  a Faculty  sufficiently  large  to  meet  all 
demands  for  this  form  of  professional  education. 

I.  DEPARTMENT  OF  PREPARATORY  EDUCATION. 

UNIVERSITY  HIGH  SCHOOL. 

It  is  the  purpose  of  the  Trustees,  at  the  earliest  possible 
period,  to  organize  this  department  on  the  most  approved  plan, 
and  to  erect  a building  of  adequate  dimensions,  and  furnish  it 
in  eveiy  respect  for  the  work  of  preparatory  education.  For 
the  present,  flie  Preparatory  Class  will  be  continued  as  a sub- 
stitute for  the  High  School,  and  will  be  under  the  direct  super- 
intendence of  the  Professor  of  Mathematics,  Latin,  Greek,  and 
English,  and  in  this  class,  candidates  for  the  first  year’s  class 
in  the  University  will  be  carefully  trained. 

II.  DEPARTMENT  OF  SCIENCE,  LITERATURE,  AND 

THE  ARTS. 

ORGANIZATION. 

The  Corps  of  Instruction  shall  consist  of — 

1.  A Chancellor,  Professor  of  Moral  Science,  and  Christian 
Evidence. 

2.  A Professor  of  Mathematics. 


• 3.  A Professor  of  the  Greek  Language  and  the  History  of 
Ancient  Literature. 

4.  A Professor  of  the  Latin  Language. 

5.  A Professor  of  English  Literature. 

6.  A Professor  of  Modern  Languages. 

7.  A Professor  of  Metaphysics  and  Logic. 

8.  A Professor  of  History  and  Political  Economy. 

9.  A Professor  of  Physics  and  Astronomy. 

10.  A Professor  of  Chemistry  in  all  its  branches. 

11.  A Professor  of  Mineralogy  and  Geology. 

12.  A Professor  of  Botany  and  Zoology. 

13.  A Professor  of  Civil  Engineering. 

For  the  present,  the  seventh  and  eighth  of  the  above  chairs 
shall  be  filled  by  the  same  incumbent,  and,  in  like  manner,  one 
Professor  shall  discharge  the  duties  of  the  eleventh  and  twelfth 
chairs. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  University  shall  be  the  presiding  offi- 
cer of  all  the  Faculties  in  the  various  departments. 

TERMS  OF  ADMISSION  INTO  THE  DEPARTMENT  OF  ARTS. 

1.  Applicants  for  admission  into  the  first  year’s  class  of  the 
Bachelor  of  Arts  Course  must  be  able  to  sustain  a satisfactory 
examination  on  English  Grammar,  Geography,  Arithmetic,  Fun- 
damental Principles,  Fractions,  both  common  and  decimal, 
Patio  and  Proportion,  Percentage,  Involution  and  Evolution. 
Students  will  be  examined  also  upon  Algebra,  Davies’  Elemen- 
tary, through  Equations  of  the  second  degree;  and,  besides  the 
foregoing,  the  following  books,  or  the  equivalent,  in  Latin  and 
Greek ; Latin  Grammar  (Harkness’,  or  Andrews  and  Stoddard’s), 
Cmsar,  Cicero’s  Orations  against  Catiline,  four  books  ot  the 
iEneid  of  Virgil,  and  Hadley’s  Greek  Grammar,  with  Whiton’s 
First  Lessons  in  Greek. 

2.  Applicants  for  advanced  classes  must  be  proficient  in  the 
studies  prescribed  in  preliminary  classes. 

3.  Candidates  for  the  first  year’s  class  of  the  Bachelor  of 
Science  Course  will  be  examined  on  all  the  studies  required  for 
the  first  year  of  the  Bachelor  of  Arts  Course,  except  the  Greek. 

4.  Candidates  for  the  Bachelor  of  Philosoph}^  Course,  and  the 
Civil  Engineering,  will  be  examined  on  the  same,  with  the  ad- 
dition of  the  whole  of  Davies’  Elementary  Algebra,  or  its 
equivalent,  and  omitting  both  the  Latin  and  Greek  languages. 

o.  The  a£e  of  admission  to  the  first  year, of  any  course,  is  at 
least  sixteen  years,  and  a proportional  increase  of  age  is  re- 
quired for  an  advanced  class.  In  case  of  superior  qnalifica- 
tipns,  the  Faculty  have  power  to  dispense  with  this  requisition. 

6.  Certificates  of  good  moral  character  vre  required  of  all 
candidates  for  admission;  and,  if  from  another  College,  this 
certificate  must  show  that  the  student  was  honorably  discharged. 

7.  Candidates  for  admission  must  report  to  the  Chancellor  or 
Vice-Chancellor,  within  twenty-four  hours  after  their  arrival. 
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TERMS,  EXAMINATIONS,  COMMENCEMENT,  ETC. 

The  session  consists  of  nine  consecutive  months,  divided 
into  two  terms  of  four  and  a half  months  each.  The  first  term 
begins  on  the  first  Wednesda}7-  in  October,  annually,  and  con- 
tinues to  the  middle  of  Februa^.  The  second  term,  beginning 
at  the  close  of  the  first,  continues  to  the  last  Thursday  of  June 
following. 

There  are  two  examinations  of  all  the  classes  during  the 
year.  The  first  (which  is  the  Intermediate  or  Semi-annual  Ex- 
amination) is  held  during  the  second  week  of  February,  and 
the  second  (which  is  the  Annual  Examination)  begins  with  that 
of  the  Graduating  Classes,  one  month  before  Commencement, 
and  the  remaining  classes  are  examined  during  the  latter  half 
of  the  month  of  June.  These  examinations  are  both  written 
and  oral. 

The  Annual  Commencement  is  held  on  the  last  Thursday  of 
June,  on  which  day  Academical  and  Honorary  Degrees  are  con- 
ferred. On  the  preceding  Sabbath,  a sermon  is  delivered  in  the 
University  Chapel,  before  the  Trustees,  Faculty,  Students,  and 
citizens  assembled,  by  some  minister  of  the  gospel  previously 
appointed.  The  intervening  days  from  Sabbath  to  Thursday, 
are  occupied  by  exhibitions  of  elocution  from  students,  and  by 
honorary  orations. 

On  the  day  of  Commencement,  diplomas  are  delivered  to 
graduates  of  the  various  Courses  who  have  finished  the  pre- 
scribed curriculum,  and  have  sustained  a satisfactory  examina- 
tion in  all  the  studies  of  the  Course  whose  degree  they  propose 
to  take.  The  fee  for  each  diploma  is  five  dollars,  and  this 
amount  is  required  to  be  deposited  with  the  Treasurer  during 
the  wreek  preceding  the  Commencement. 

FREE  STUDENTS. 

1.  Students  preparing  for  the  Ministry  of  any  denomination 
of  Christians,  will  be  admitted  into  each  class  without  tuition 
fee,  on  application  to  the  Faculty,  presenting  a certificate  fr.om 
the  Church  Judicatory  having  control  over  them  as  candidates 
for  the  Gospel  Ministry,  according  to  the  rules  of  the  church 
to  which  they  belong.  But  whenever  the  student  shall  abandon 
such  intention,  or  shall  act  in  a manner  inconsistent  therewith, 
the  fees  so  dispensed  with  shall  be  considered  due. 

2.  Any  young  man  desirous  of  entering  the  University,  but 
unable  to  pay  for  tuition,  will  be  admitted  by  the  Faculty  with- 
out fee,  on  standing  the  regular  examination,  and  producing 
certificates  of  good  moral  character  and  his  inability  to  pay; 
such  certificate  to  be  signed  by  some  resident  minister,  or  the 
principal  of  some  academy  in  the  neighborhood  from  which  he 
comes. 

3.  In  both  cases,  strict  secresy  will  be  observed;  and  there 
will  be  no  difference  in  the  treatment  of  different  classes  of 
students. 


521 


4.  A student  from  each  Senatorial  District  in  the  State  will 
be  admitted  upon  the  recommendation  of  the  Boards  of  Super- 
visors of  the  several  districts — tuition  free.  This  admission  shall 
be  termed  a scholarship,  and  shall  be  a reward  of  merit.  The 
privilege  herein  granted  shall  be  forfeited  when,  in  the  unani- 
mous judgment  of  the  Faculty,  the  student  shall,  from  indo- 
lence, inattention  to  college  duties,  or  irregularities  of  conduct, 
prove  himself  unworthy. 

VACATIONS. 

The  vacations  during  the  year  are  two.  The  summer  vaca- 
tion begins  on  the  last  Friday  of  June,  and  continues  until  the 
first  Wednesday  of  October,  and  the  recess  at  Christmas  begins 
on  or  near  the  24th  December,  and  closes  on  the  1st  January. 

PUBLIC  WORSHIP. 

The  exercises  of  every  day  begin  with  prayer  in  the  Chapel 
of  the  University,  and  all  the  students  are  required  by  law  to 
be  present.  It  is  also  expected  that  they  attend  divine  service 
in  some  one  of  the  churches  of  Oxford,  on  the  Sabbath;  and  a 
proper  observance  of  the  Sabbatli  is  exacted  of  every  student. 

THE  LIBRARY. 

The  sum  of  $5,000  has  just  been  appropriated  to  enlarge  the 
Library.  All  students  connected  with  the  University  have 
access  to  the  Library,  and  may  take  books  therefrom,  at  such 
hours  as  may  be  appointed  for  that  purpose,  so  long  as  they 
observe  the  rules  established  in  regard  to  the  Library. 

READING-ROOM. 

A Reading-room  has  been  authorized  by  the  Board,  to  be 
furnished  with  the  leading  American  and  foreign  journals 
for  the  benefit  of  the  Faculty  and  students. 

PRIZES  FOR  DECLAMATION. 

The  Trustees  have  instituted  two  prizes  for  excellence  in 
elocution,  consisting  of  gold  medals.  The  contestants  for  these 
prizes  must  be  regular  members  of  the  Sophomore  Class.  The 
Monday  previous  to  the  last  Thursday  of  June  is  the  day  set 
apart  for  the  Sophomore  Prize  Declamation.  Disinterested 
judges  are  chosen  by  the  authorities  of  the  University,  annually, 
who  decide  upon  the  merits  of  these  declaimers,  and  assign  the 
medals  to  the  two  who  rank,  in  point  of  excellence,  as  first  and 
second  speakers. 

LITERARY  ASSOCIATIONS. 

The  Phi  Sigma  and  the  Hermoean  Societies  are  literary  in 
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tlieir  character,  consisting  of  students  meeting  during  the  fore- 
noon of  every  Saturday,  for  the  purposes  of  improvement  in 
debate,  declamation,  and  composition. 

THE  SOCIETY  OF  ALUMNI. 

This  Association  meets  annually  during  the  Commencement 
week,  for  the  transaction  of  business,  and  an  address  is  delivered 
on  the  occasion  by  a member  previously  selected.  The  Wed- 
nesday evening  of  Commencement  week  is  reserved  for  this 
address. 

ACCOMMODATIONS. 

Over  two  hundred  students  may’  be  accommodated  in  the 
three  large  dormitories  on  the  campus,  and  students  are  required 
to  occupy  these  buildings  for  lodgings,  except  in  special  cases. 

There  is  also  a Steward’s  Hall,  which  furnishes  boarding  for 
those  who  desire  it,  but  those  who  prefer,  may  board  elsewhere. 

THE  NEW  PLAN  OF  ORGANIZATION. 

The  principle  that  distinguishes  the  present  scheme  of  the 
University  is  that  of  election  of  Courses  running  parallel,  but 
with  class  organization.  A student  may  choose  any  one  of 
four  Courses,  but  all  the  studies  prescribed  in  any  Course  are 
compulsory  for  that  Course,  and  necessary  to  the  degrek  for 
which  the  student  is  a candidate.  No  student  will  be  permit- 
ted to  drop  any  given  study  until  he  has  completed  the  term 
examination  in  that  study.  Students,  however,  may  pursue 
select  studies,  for  such  a length  of  time  as  they  may  choose, 
under  certain  restrictions. 

SUMMARY  OF  THE  COURSE  OF  STUDY  FOR  A.  B. 

FRESHMAN  CLASS. 

First  Term. 

English  Grammar  (Butler). 

Cicero;  Moral  Works,  and  Epistles  (Hanson). 

Harkness’  Latin  Grammar. 

Arnold’s  Latin  Prose. 

Anabasis  (Owen).  • 

Hadley’s  Greek  Grammar. 

Arnold’s  Prose  (Greek). 

Algebra  ( Davies’  Bourdon  to  Ch.  X.) 

Second  Term . 

Quackenbos’  Course  of  English  Composition. 

Livy  (Chase  and  Stuart). 

Harkness’  Latin  Grammar. 
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Arnold’s  Latin  Prose. 

Herodotus  (Johnson). 

Hadley’s  Greek  Grammar. 

Arnold’s  Prose  (Greek). 

Geometry  and  Plane  Trigonometry  (Legendre). 


SOPHOMORE  CLASS. 

First  Term. 

English  Grammar  (Fowler). 

Horace  (Chase  and  Stuart). 

Arnold’s  Latin  Prose. 

Homer’s  Iliad  (Owen). 

Arnold’s  Greek  Prose. 

Analytical  Geometry  (Church). 

History  (Willson’s  Outlines). 

Davies’  Land  Surveying,  with  use  of  instruments  in  the  field. 
Second  Term. 

English  Grammar  (Fowler). 

Tyler’s  Tacitus ; Germania  and  Agricola. 

Arnold’s  Latin  Prose. 

Demosahenes  on  the  Crown  (Champlin). 

Arnold’s  Greek  Prose. 

History  (Willson’s  Outlines). 

Silliman’s  Physics. 


JUNIOR  CLASS. 

First  Term. 


Rhetoric  (Blair). 

Mental  Philosoph}r  (Haven). 

Juvenal  (Anthon). 
iPrometheus  (Woolsey). 

Theoretical  Chemistry  (Roscoe’s). 

Statics  and  Dynamics  (Smith’s  Mechanics). 
French  Grammar  (Otto.) 

- Second  Term. 

Rhetoric  (Blair). 

Mental  Philosophy  (Haven). 

Logic  (McCosh). 

Quintilian  (Frieze). 

(Edipus  (Crosby). 

Experimental  Chemistry  (Roscoe).  * 
Hydrostatics,  Hydraulics;  Sound  (Bartlett). 
La  Litterature  Frangaise  Contemporaine. 
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SENIOR  CLASS. 

First  Term. 

History  of  English  Literature  (Shaw). 

Political  Economy  (Wayland). 

Natural  Theolog}^  (Paley). 

Moral  Science  (Alexander). 

La  Litterature  Francaise  Contemporaine. 

Plato’s  Apology  and  Crito  (Taylor). 

Mineralogy  (Dana). 

Botany  (Gray’s  Lessons  and  Chapman’s  Flora). 

Optics  (Bartlett). 

Second  Term. 

History  of  English  Literature  (Shaw). 

Political  Economy  (Wayland). 

Natural  Theology  (Paley). 

Christian  Evidence  (Alexander). 

La  Litterature  Francaise  Contemporaine. 

Panegyric  of  Isocrates. 

Geology  (Dana). 

Agricultural  Chemistry;  Lectures. 

Spherical  Trigonometry. 

Astronomy  (Bartlett). 

SUMMARY  OF  THE  COURSE  OF  STUDY  FOR  B.  S. 

FIRST  YEAR. 

First  Term. 

English  Grammar,  (Fowler). 

History,  (Willson’s.) 

Latin,  Livy,  (Lincoln’s.) 

Latin  Prose,  (Arnold’s). 

Botany,  (Gray’s). 

Davies’  Bourdon’s  Algebra. 

Second  Term. 

English  Composition  and  Rhetoric,  Quackenbos’ ; Horace 
(Satires  and  Epistles),  Lincoln’s. 

Latin  Prose,  (Arnold’s). 

Geometry,  Davies’  Legendre. 

Natural  History. 

SECOND  YEAR. 

First  Term. 

Political  Economy,  (Wayland). 

History  of  English  Literature,  (Shaw). 
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Rhetoric,  Blair’s  University  Edition. 
Chemistry,  (Roscoe’s). 

Plain  Trigonometry,  (Legendre). 
Analytical  Geometry,  (Church). 

Davies’  Surveying. 

. Second  Term. 

Political  Economy,  (Way land). 

History  of  English  Literature,  (Shaw), 
La  Litterature  Frangaise  Contemporaine. 
Rhetoric,  Blair’s  University  Edition. 
Chemistry,  (Roscoe’s). 

Silliman’s  Physics. 

THIRD  YEAR. 

First  Term . 


Silliman’s  Physics. 

Optics,  (Bartlett). 

Mineralogy,  (Dana’s). 

French,  Classic  French  Reader. 

De  Fivas’,  and  Keetel’s  French  Grammar. 

Ethics,  Alexander’s  Outlines. 

Metaphysics,  (Haven). 

Second  Term. 

Astronomy,  Gummere’s,  with  a course  in  Spherical  Trigon- 
ometry. 

Geology,  (Dana’s). 

French — continued. 

Logic,  (McCosh’s). 

SUMMARY  OF  THE  COURSE  OF  STUDY  FOR  B.  P. 

FIRST  YEAR. 

First  Term. 

Butler’s  English  Grammar. 

Shaw’s  Manual  of  English  Literature. 

Gray’s  Botany.  r 
Davies’  Bourdon’s  Algebra. 

Second  Term. 

English  Composition  and  Rhetoric,  (Quackenbos’).' 

Shaw’s  Manual. 

Gray’s  Botany. 

Legendre’s  Geometry. 
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SECOND  YEAR. 

j First  Term . 

Political  Economy,  (Way land). 
Histoiy,  (Willson’s). 

Chemistry,  (Roscoe’s). 

Plane  Trigonometry,  (Legendre’s). 
Analytical  Geometry,  (Church’s). 
English  Grammar,  (Fowler’s). 

Davies’  Surveying. 


Second  Term. 

Political  Economy,  (Way land). 

History.  (Willson’s). 

Roscoe’s  Chemistry. 

Silliman’s.  Physics. 

Fowler’s  English  Grammar. 

THIRD  YEAR. 

First  Term. 

Silliman’s  Physics. 

Blair’s  (University  Edition)  Rhetoric. 

Dana’s  Mineralogy. 

Alexander’s  Outlines  of  Moral  Science. 

Haven’s  Mental  Philosoply. 

Second  Term. 

Silliman’s  Physics. 

Blair’s  Rhetoric. 

Dana’s  Geology. 

Logic,  McCosh. 

SUMMARY  OF  THE  COURSE  OF  STUDY  FOR  C.  E. 

FIRST  YEAR. 

First  Term. 

English  Grammar,  Butler. 

Shaw’s  Manual. 

French. 

Botany  (Gray). 

Algebra,  (Bourdon  entire). 

Second  Term. 

English,  as  above. 

French. 

Botany. 

Legendre’s  Geometry  and  Plane  Trigonometry. 

Church’s  Descriptive  Geometry  through  Problem  17. 
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SECOND  YEAR. 

First  Term. 

Descriptive  Geometry  (completed). 
Church’s  Analytical  Geometry. 

Church’s  Differential  and  Integral  Calculus. 
Davies’  Land  Surveying. 

French. 

Second  Term. 


French. 

Church’s  Shades,  Shadows,  and  Perspective,  with  drawing  of 
the  Problems  in  the  three  last-mentioned  subjects. 

THIRD  YEAR. 

First  Term. 

Physics. 

Smith’s  Mechanics. 

Roscoe’s  Chemistry. 

Civil  Engineering,  with  field  practice. 

Seco7id  Term. 

The  same  as  the  first  term. 

FOURTH  YEAR. 

First  Term. 

History  (Willson’s). 

Bartlett’s  Optics. 

Dana’s  Mineralogy. 

Alexander’s  Outlines  of  Moral  Science. 

Engineering. 

Second  Term. 

History  (Willson’s). 

Gummere’s  Astronomy. 

Dana’s  Geolog}^. 

Engineering. 


DETAILED  STATEMENT 

IN  REGARD  TO  THE  SEVERAL  DEPARTMENTS  OF  SCIENCE,  LITERATURE,  AND  THE  ARTS' 

I.  MORAL  SCIENCE  AND  CHRISTIAN  EVIDENCE. 

JOHN  N.  WADDEL,  D.  D.,  PROFESSOR. 

The  subjects  taught  in  this  Department  are  distributed 
throughout  the  two  terms  of  the  session,  and  belong  to  the 
last  year  of  each  Course,  as  follows:  A Course  of  instruction, 
by  recitation  and  lecture,  is  given  through  four  days  of  the 
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week  of  the  first  term,  in  Moral  Philosophy  and  Natural  The- 
ology; and  in  the  same  manner,  during  the  second  term,  a 
Course  is  given  in  the  Evidences  of  Christianity  with  Natural 
Theology;  with  Class  Essays,  from  time  to  time,  on  these  sub- 
jects. 

Text-books. — Alexander’s  Evidences;  Alexander’s  Moral 
Science;  Pale}7’s  Natural  Theology,  with  essays  and  discussions. 

Books  of  Reference. — In  the  Evidences:  Pale}7,  Butler, 
Chalmers,  Wilson,  Gregory.  In  Ethics:  Haven,  Sir  Wm.  Ham- 
ilton, Wayland,  Reid’s  Active  and  Moral  Powers  of  Man,  Up- 
liam.  In  Natural  Theology:  The  Bridgewater  Treatises,  Chal- 
mers’, McCosh’s,  and  Dickey’s  Typical  Forms,  and  Special  Ends 
in  Creation. 

This  Class  is  also  required  to  debate  questions  pi  escribed  by 
the  Professor,  from  time  to  time. 

II.  DEPARTMENT  OF  MATHEMATICS. 

CLAUDIUS  W.  SEARS,  M.A.,  PROFESSOR.-A.  M.WEST,  JR.,  B.A.,  ASSISTANT. 

The  Course  of  Pure  Mathematics  for  the  regular  Under- 
graduate curriculum  is  completed  at  the  middle  of  the  Sopho- 
more year,  having  five  recitations  each  week  during  eighteen 
months. 

Details  as  to  the  order  of  studies  will  be  found  under  the 
head  “ Summary  of  the  Course.”  The  extent  of  the  Course 
renders  it  necessary  to  call  for  a close  observance  of  the  pub- 
lished requirements  for  admission. 

The  Department  is  abundantly  supplied  with  instruments, 
and  every  facility  offered  for  a full  Mathematical  Course. 

The  Class,  during  the  first  or  Freshman  year,  is  taught  Bour- 
don’s Algebra,  completing  Chapter  X.,  and  Legendre’s  Geom- 
etVy  and  Plane  Trigonometry.  In  the  second  or  Sophomore 
year,  the  Class  takes  a Course  in  Analytical  Geometry,  and 
Davies’  Land  Surveying,  with  use  of  the  instruments  on  the  field. 
Text-books  are  fully  enumerated  in  “ Summary  of  the  Course,” 
on  pp.  14,  15. 

III.  GREEK  LANGUAGE  AND  HISTORY  OF  ANCIENT 
LITERATURE. 

J.  J.  WHEAT,  D.  D.,  PROFESSOR. — A.  M.  WEST,  JR.,  B.  A.,  ASSISTANT. 

During  the  first  two  years  in  this  Department,  thorough  in- 
struction is  given  in  the  grammatical  forms  and  syntax  of  the 
language,  with  translations  into  pure  idiomatic  English,  both 
oral  and  written,  and  with  constant  blackboard  exercise  and  a 
careful  analysis  of  the  text.  Special  attention  is  also  paid  to 
the  Greek  accent. 

The  Course  of  instruction  in  the  two  latter  years,  while  em- 
bracing the  above  method,  includes,  also,  the  subjects  of  deri- 
vation, formation  and  composition  of  words  and  prosody. 
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Lectures  are  delivered,  from  time  to  time,  on  tlie  general  sub- 
jects of  Greek  Literature,  designed,  at  the  same  time,  as  far  as 
possible,  to  give  a correct  view  of  the  social,  religious,  and  po- 
litical life  of  the  Greeks.  Text-books  are  fully  enumerated  in 
the  “Summary  of  the  Course  of  Study,”  on  pp.  14,  15. 

Books  op  Reference. — Liddell  and  Scott’s  Greek  Lexicon; 
Goodwin’s  Moods  and  Tenses;  Rawlinson’s  Herodotus;  Long’s 
Classical  Atlas;  Anthon’s,  or  Smith’s  Classical  Dictionarjq 
Browne’s  Greek  Classical  Literature;  Grote’s  History  of  Greece; 
Jelf’s  Kuhner’s  Greek  Grammar;  Harrisons  Greek  Preposi- 
tions; Theology  of  the  Greek  Poets;  Homeric  Studies;  Glad- 
stone. 

IV.  DEPARTMENT  OF  LATIN. 

A.  J.  QUINCHE,  M.  A.,  PROFESSOR. — J.  W.  SHIELDS,  B.  A.,  ASSISTANT. 

The  study  of  the  Latin  language  extends  through  three  years. 
The  authors  read,  and  the  particular  text-books,  are  found  in 
the  “ Summary  of  the  Course,”  on  pp.  14, 15. 

As  much  time  is  devoted  to  analyzing  and  parsing  as  to  trans- 
lating Latin  into  English.  During  nearly  the  whole  Course, 
there  are  weekly  recitations  in  Arnold’s  Latin  Prose  Composi- 
tion. The  lessons  assigned  preparatory  to  recitation,  the  daily 
examination  of  the  classes,  and  all  the  exercises  of  the  reci- 
tation-room, have  for  their  object  the  attainment  of  a thorough 
knowledge  of  the  principles  of  the  Latin  language,  as  well  as 
an  extensive  acquaintance  with  Classical  literature. 

Books  of  Reference  Recommended. — Andrews  and  Stod- 
dard’s Latin  Grammar;  Harkness’  Latin  Grammar;  Madrig’s 
and  Zumpt’s  Latin  Grammar;  Andrews’  Latin  Lexicon ; Riddle 
and  Arnold’s  English  Latin  Lexicon;  Anthon’s  or  Smith’s  Clas- 
sical Dictionary;  Long’s  Classical  Atlas;  Liddell’s  History  of 
Rome;  Browne’s  Roman  Classical  Literature;  Ramshorne’s  or 
Doederlein’s  Latin  Synonyms;  Dwight’s  Modern  Philology; 
Whitney’s  Language  and  the  Study  of  Language. 

V.  DEPARTMENT  OF  CHEMISTRY. 

E.  W.  HILGARD,  PH.  D.,  PROFESSOR. — R.  H.  LOUGHRIDGE,  B.  S., 
ASSISTANT. 

Instruction  in  this  branch  is  given  during  the  Junior  j^ear  of 
the  several  Courses,  so  as  to  prepare  the  student  for  its  appli- 
cation in  the  stoty  of  Mineralogy,  Geology,  and  Agriculture, 
in  the  Senior  year. 

1.  General  Course  of  Chemistry. — This  Course  embraces 
recitations  and  lectures,  accompanied  by  illustrative  experi- 
ments, four  times  a week.  A large  and  well  appointed  labora- 
tory, excelled  by  none  in  the  South,  affords  abundant  opportu- 
nity for  experimental  illustration  of  the  whole  province  ^of 
Chemistry. 

Text-book. — Roscoe’s  Chemistry. 

A— 34 
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Special  Course  of  Practical  and  Analytical  Chemistry 
and  Pharmacy^ — This  Course  is  designed  for  the  benefit  of 
those  intending  to  become  Professional  Chemists,  Miners,  Drug- 
gists, and  Physicians.  The  details  of  instruction  are  varied  in 
accordance  with  the  individual  objects  of  the  student;  but  the 
general  plan  is  to  give,  in  the  space  of  three  years,  a full 
Course  of  instruction,  such  as  would  entitle  the  student  to  a 
professional  degree.  For  a shorter  Course,  certificates  of  pro- 
ficiency will  be  given. 

First  Year's  Course. — Chemical  Phygics  and  Inorganic  Ex- 
perimental Chemistiy  (Roscoe) ; Manipulation  and  Preparations 
of  Chemicals  (United  States  Dispensatory  and  Gmelin’s  Hand- 
book); Qualitative  Analysis,  begun  (Fresenius,  Will,  Plattner). 

Second  Year's  Course. — Organic  Experimental  Chemistry; 
Qualitative  Analysis  (same  text-books)  Quantitavice  Analysis, 
begnn  (Rose). 

Third  Year's  Course. — Quantitave  Analysis  (Rose),  including 
Blow-pipe  assaying  (Plattner),  and  Eudiometric  Operations 
(Bunsen);  Technical  Chemistry;  Original  Investigation. 

2.  Course  of  Technology  and  Agricultural  Chemistry. — 
Students  of  the  B.  P.  Course,  intending  to  engage  in  Agricul- 
ture or  the  Mechanic  Arts,  will  attend  during  the  first  half  ses- 
sion of  the  Senior  year  a Course  of  Lectures  on  Technology 
intended  to  instruct  them  in  the  principles  involved  in  the 
every-day  operations  of  the  farm  and  household,  such  as  the 
preparation  of  soap,  fats  and  oils,  bread,  starch,  sugar,  beer, 
and  wine;  the  process  of  bleaching,  dyeing,  heating,  illumi- 
nation, etc. 

During  the  second  half  session,  a Course  will  be  given  em- 
bracing the  principles  of  Agriculture;  the  chemical  and  me- 
chanical constitution  of  soils;  the  preparation  and  use  of 
natural  and  artificial  manures ; the  effects  of  tillage,  subsoiling, 
draining,  fallowing,  etc.;  the  reclamation  of  exhausted  soils; 
and  the  permanent  maintenance  of  Fertility^. 

VI.  DEPARTMENT  OF  ENGLISH  LITERATURE,  COM- 
POSITION, AND  ELOCUTION. 

S.  G.  BURNEY,  D.  D.,  PROFESSOR. — J.  W.  SHIELDS,  B.  A.,  ASSISTANT* 

The  subject  of  study  in  this  Department  is  the  English  lan- 
guage, and  it  is  taken  up  at  the  beginning  of  the  first  year  in 
all  the  Courses,  and  continued  through  the  entire  four  years, 
in  the  following  order: 

1.  History  and  Phonetic  elements  of  the  Language. 

2.  Its  Etymology  and  Syntax. 

3.  Its  Logic  and  Rhetorical  forms. 

4.  Its  History  and  Literature. 

This  Chair  is,  for  the  present,  by  special  arrangement  of  the 
Faculty,  charged  with  the  instruction  of  the  Classes  in  Compo- 
sition and  Elocution. 

The  method  of  instruction  is  by  recitation  upon  the  iext, 
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accompanied  with  comments  and  references  to  other  authorities. 

Text  books  are  enumerated  in  the  “ Summary  of  the  Course,” 

on  pp.  14,  15. 

Books  of  Reference. — Latham’s  Hand-book  of  the  English 
Language;  Whately’s  Rhetoric;  Campbell’s  Philosophy  of 
Rhetoric;  Hart’s  Course  of  Composition  and  Rhetoric;  Spald- 
ing’s History  of  English  Literature;  Johnson’s  English  Classics. 

VII.  PHYSICS  AND  ASTRONOMY. 

L.  C.  GARLAND,  LL.  D.,  PROFESSOR. — R.  B.  FULTON,  B.  A.,  ASSISTANT. 

Students  in  all  the  Courses  take  up  the  studies  of  this  De- 
partment in  their  second  year.  Those  of  the  B.  S.  Course  pro- 
secute the  subjects  of  study  to  the  extent  of  Silliman’s  Physics 
and  Gummere’s  Astronomy,  exclusive  of  the  Appendix.  Those 
of  the  A.  B.  Course  study,  additionally,  Peek’s  Mechanics  and 
Bartlett’s  Acoustics  and  Optics.  Those  of  the  A.  M.,  Ph.  D., 
and  Engineering  Courses,  study  Pratt’s  Mechanics,  Gummere's 
Astronomy,  with  the  Appendix,  and  four  or  five  books  of  the 
Mechanique  Celeste. 

Lectures  are  delivered  upon  all  the  subjects  of  this  Depart- 
ment, and  illustrated  by  suitable  and  extensive  apparatus. 

VIII.  METAPHYSICS,  LOGIC,  POLITICAL  ECONOMY, 
AND  HISTORY. 

JAMES  A.  LYON,  D.  D.,  PROFESSOR. 

The  Senior  class  of  the  A.  B.  Course  pursues  the  study  of 
Political  Economy  throughout  the  scholastic  year,  t-wo  hours 
in  each  week  being  devoted  to  this  subject. 

The  subjects  of  Metaphysics,  Logic,  and  the  principles  of 
Eloquence  are  taught  in  the  Junior  class  of  the  A.  B.  Course, 
and  at  the  same  time  to'  the  students  of  the  third  year  of  the 
B.  S.  and  B.  P.  Courses,  two  hours  in  the  week  being  devoted  to 
the  first  two  subjects,  and  one  to  the  last. 

This  Chair,  for  the  present,  is  also  charged  with  the  teaching 
of  History,  instruction  in  which  is  given  to  the  students  of  the 
Sophomore  class  in  the  A.  B.  Course,  and  at  the  same  time  to 
the  students  of  the  second  year  in  the  B.  S.  and  B.  P.  Courses, 
covering  the  entire  extent  of  Ancient,  Middle,  and  Modern 
History,  including  lectures  on  the  Philosophy  of  History,  spe- 
cial attention  being  paid  to  Chronology  and  Ancient  Geography. 
To  this  subject,  also,  two  hours  in  the  week  are  devoted. 

The  method  of  instruction  in  all  the  branches  combines  lec- 
tures and  recitations,  written  and  oral. 

Text-books  and  Books  of  Reference.— In  Political  Economy : 
Way  land,  Adam  Smith,  Malthus,  Say,  etc.  In  Mental  Science: 
Haven,  Hamilton,  Reid,  Upham,  Cousin,  etc.  In  Logic:  Mc- 
Cosh,  Mill,  Bowen,  Thompson,  etc.  In  History:  Marcius  Will- 
son’s Outlines  of  Histor}7,  etc. 
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IX.  DEPARTMENT  OF  NATURAL  HISTORY  AND 
GEOLOGY. 

GEORGE  LITTLE,  PH.  D.,  STATE  GEOLOGIST,  PROFESSOR. EUGENE 

A.  SMITH,  PH.  D.,  ASSISTANT. 

Candidates  for  the  degrees  of  B.  P.  and  B.  S.  study  in  the 
first  year  of  the  Course:  Gray’s  School  and  Field  Book  of 
Botany;  Agassiz’  and  Gould’s  Zoology;  Tenney’s  Manual  of 
Zoology.  In  the  third  year:  Dana’s  Manual  of  Mineralogy; 
Dana’s  Text-book  of  Geology. 

Candidates  for  the  degree  of  B.  A.  study  the  same  text-books 
in  Mineralogy  and  Geology  in  the  fourth  year  of  the  Course, 

Candidates  for  the  degree  of  C.  E.  study  the  text-books  on 
Botany  and  Zoology  in  the  first  3Tear,  and  on  Mineralogy  and 
Geology  in  the  fourth  year  of  the  Course. 

Candidates  for  the  degree  of  Ph.  D,  study  in  the  fifth  year: 
Gray’s  Structural  and  Systematic  Botany,  with  Chapman’s  Flora 
of  the  Southern  States;  Cuvier’s  Regne  Animate,  and  Milne 
Edwards’  Zoologie.  In  the  sixth  year:  Dana’s  System  of  Min- 
eralogy; Dana’s  Manual  of  Geology,  with  Sen  ft’s  Classification 
and  Beschreibung  der  Felsarten;  Geinitz  Versteinerungskunde; 
Pictet’s  Paleontologie. 

All  of  these  Courses  are  illustrated  by  lectures,  charts,  de- 
monstrations, and  practical  exercises. 

1.  General  Course  of  Natural  History  and  Geology. — 
1.  The  Marcou  Collection  of  Minerals  affords  superior  advan- 
tages for  the  study  of  Mineralogy.  2.  Botany  is  taught  by 
the  text-book  and  lectures,  with  demonstrations  from  the  Uni- 
versity Herbarium  and  excursions  in  the  neighborhood.  3. 
Zoology  is  illustrated  by  specimens  from  the  collection  of  the 
Geographical  Survey,  and  by  the  Budd  Cabinet  of  Shells,  un- 
equaled in  the  South.  4.  Geology  is  explained  and  illustrated 
by  diagrams,  and  a collection  of  rocks  and  fossils  from  all  the 
formations. 

Text-books. — Geology  and  Mineralogy  (Dana);  Botany 
(Gray’s  Lessons,  Chapman’s  Flora);  Zoology  (Agassiz  and 
Gould,  Tenney’s  Manual). 

2.  Special  Course  in  Geology. — The  special  Geology  of 
this  and  the  adjoining  States  is  taught  by  the  State  Geologist, 
by  lectures,  illustrated  by  the  Survey  Collection,  which  con- 
tains several  thousand  specimens  of  the  rocks  and  soils,  fossils 
and  plants  of  Mississippi,  Alabama,  Louisiana,  and  Arkansas. 

Works  of  Reference. — Hilgard’s  Report  on  the  Geology  of 
Mississippi;  Tuomy’s  Report  on  the  Geology  of  Alabama; 
Owen’s  Report  on  the  Geology  of  Arkansas. 

X.  DEPARTMENT  OF  ENGINEERING. 

, PROFESSOR. 

Students  in  this  Department  will,  in  addition  to  a full  Course 
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in  Mental,  Moral  and  Natural  Science,  with  French  or  German, 
pursue  an  extended  Course  of  Mathematics,  including  Descrip- 
tive Geometry,  Spherical  Projections,  Shades  and  Shadows, 
Linear  Perspective,  and  Isometric  Projections,  with  drawing  of 
Problems  in  the  three  last  subjects. 

The  subject  of  Surveying  will  embrace  field-work  with  the 
Compass,  Transit,  Theodolite,  and  Leveling  instruments,  in  the 
survey  of  land;  in  Triangulation;  Leveling;  Topographical 
Surveying,  Railway  Curves;  Section  Leveling,  and  Mining 
Engineering. 

A full  Course  in  Topographical  Drawing  in  ink  and  colors, 
Tinting,  Shading  and  Lettering;  Plans  and  Elevations  of  En- 
gineering Works,  Stone-cutting,  Machine  Drawing,  Agricul- 
tural Drawing. 

In  Civil  Engineering  proper,  this  Department  will  embrace 
all  in  Mahan’s  Industrial  Drawing  and  in  Mahan’s  Elements 
of  Civil  Engineering,  with  the  Drawing  of  Engineering  Prob- 
lems. 

XI.  DEPARTMENT  OF  MODERN  LANGUAGES. 

9 PROFESSOR. 

The  languages  taught  in  this  Department  are  the  French  and 
German.  French  is  an  essential  partT  of  all  the  Courses,  ex- 
cept that  for  the  Degree  of  B.  P.,  and  the  time  allotted  is  suf- 
ficient to  enable  the  student  to  acquire  such  a knowledge  of 
the  language  as  will  be  of  practical  benefit. 

Candidates  for  the  Degree  of  C.  E.,  during  the  second  year, 
study  either  French  or  German.  It  is  intended,  also,  to  meet 
any  demand  that  may  arise  for  instruction  in  other  modern 
languages. 

For  text-books,  refer  to  pp.  14,  15. 

III.  DEPARTMENT  OF  PROFESSIONAL  EDUCATION. 

LAW  AND  GOVERNMENTAL  SCIENCE. 

Faculty . 

JOHN  N.  WADDEL,  D.  D.,  CHANCELLOR. 

HENRY  CRAFT,  A.  M.,  PROFESSOR. 

JORDAN  M.  PHIPPS,  A.  M.,  ADJUNCT  PROFESSOR. 

Applicants  for  admission  must  be  at  least  nineteen  years  of 
age,  and,  if  not  graduates  of  some  college,  will  be  required  to 
exhibit  satisfactory  testimonials  of  good  moral  character. 

Students  are  permitted  to  enter  at  any  period  of  the  session, 
and  to  join  such  class  as  they  may  prefer;  but  those  only  will 
be  graduated  who  have  passed  through  the  entire  course  of 
study  here  prescribed,  or  whose  legal  attainments  entitle  them, 
in  the  opinion  of  the  Law  Faculty,  to  diplomas. 
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The  course  of  study  is  completed  in  two  terms,  of  nine 
months  each.  Students  belong,  during  the  first  term,  to  the 
Junior  class;  during  the  second  term,  to  the  Senior  class. 

The  students  are  examined  daily  upon  their  reading  in  the 
text-books  under  perusal,  and  the  general  principles  laid  down 
by  the  author,  as  modified  by  local  statutes  or  adjudications, 
are  then  explained  and  illustrated. 

Written  lectures  are  occasionally  delivered,  illustrating  fea- 
tures of  law  and  practice  not  treated  of  b3r  the  text-writers  or 
in  explanation  of  the  text. 

Moot  Courts  are  held  weekly,  or  more  frequently,  if  practi- 
cable, in  which  the  students  are  exercised  in  the  practical  ap- 
plication of  the  legal  principles*  they  have  been  taught,  and 
familiarized  with  the  duties  of  clerks  and  sheriffs,  and  with  the 
systems  of  pleading  and  practice  applicable  to  cases  of  every 
description  in  the  Federal  Courts  and  in  the  various  Courts  of 
the  State. 

The  Nomodean  Society,  composed  of  members  of  the  Law 
Department,  holds  its  meetings  on  Saturday,  at  three  o’clock, 
p.  m.  The  Law  Library  of  the  University,  containing  upward 
of  a thousand  well-selected  volumes,  is  at  all  times  open  to  the 
Law  students  for  the  purpose  of  consultation  and  reference. 
The  students  are  also  admitted  to  the  general  Library  of  the 
University,  under  the  same  rules  that  apply  to  Undergraduates. 

Moreover,  the  Law  students  may  attend  experimental  lectures 
in  Physical  Science  or  Chemistry,  or  lectures  on  other  branches 
of  science  or  letters,  delivered  b}^  the  Professors  in  the  Faculty 
of  Arts,  by  the  consent  of  such  Professors,  and  without  extra 
charge;  being  entitled,  however,  to  such  privileges  and  liberties 
only  as  are  extended  to  the  Undergraduate  students  attending 
at  the  same  time. 

Under  the  provisions  of  an  Act  of  the  Legislature,  passed 
in  1857,  the  diplomas  of  the  University  conferring  the  degree 
of  Bachelor  of  Laws  upon  the  graduates  in  the  Law  Depart- 
ment are  made  equivalent  to  the  licenses  for  practice  granted 
by  the  Courts — these  latter  being  granted  only  to  such  appli- 
cants as  shall  have  passed  a satisfactory  examination  in  open 
Court. 

The  discipline  of  the  Law  Department  is  placed  entirely  in 
the  hands  of  the  Law  Faculty.  Should  any  Law  student, 
having  been  guilty  of  improper  conduct,  fail  to  reform  after 
being  privately  and  kindty  admonished,  he  will  be  excluded 
from  the  University  without  public  censure.  This  course  will 
be  pursued  in  ordinary  cases;  but  for  ofienses  of  great  enormi- 
ty, such  as  the  municipal  law  would  visit  with  infamous  pun- 
ishment, the  offending  student  will  be  expelled.  The  Law  stu- 
dents are  not  subject  to  any  of  the  disciplinary  regulations  of 
the  University,  other  than  such  as  relate  to  moral  conduct. 

To  all  legal  students,  professional  schools  present  advanta- 
ges far  superior  to  such  as  maj^  be  found  in  lawyer’s  offices;  and 
to  those  who  intend  to  practice  in  Mississippi,  this  Law  School, 
it  is  confidently  believed,  holds  out  inducements  greater  than 
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any  other  Law  School  in  the  Union.  With  those  who  desire 
further  information,  the  Law  Professors,  if  applied  to  by  let- 
ter, will  cheerfully  communicate.  Each  student  will  furnish 
his  own  text-books.  The  tuition  fee  is  fifty  dollars  per  session, 
in  advance,  payable  to  the  Law  Professors. 

Text-books. — Junior  Tear:  Blackstone’s  Commentaries; 

Kent’s  Commentaries;  Story  on  Bailments;  Story  on  Agency; 
Smith  on  Contracts;  Byles  on  Bills;  Stephen  on  Pleading; 
Parsons  or  Story  on  Partnership;  Moot  Courts;  Code  of  Mis- 
sissippi. 

Senior  Year:  Moot  Courts;  Greenleaf  on  Evidence;  Adam’s 
.Equity;  Angel  and  Ames  on  Corporations;  Story  on  Conflicts 
of  Laws;  Code  of  Mississippi. 

IL  MEDICINE  AND  SURGERY. 

This  Professional  School  will  be  organized  and  put  in  regular 
operation  upon  the  plan  in  the  University  of  Virginia,  which 
has  proved  to  be  so  eminently  successful,  just  so  soon  as  the 
resources  of  the  University  shall  have  been  increased  to  a suf- 
ficient amount  to  admit  of  it,  and  hopes  are  entertained  by  the 
friends  of  the  University  that  the  time  will  not  be  delayed  much 
longer  when  this  shall  be  realized. 

MUNIFICENT  ENDOWMENT  OF  THE  UNIVERSITY. 

At  the  session  of  the  Legislature  just  closed,  on  the  recom- 
mendation of  His  Excellency,  the  Governor  of  the  State,  the 
following  liberal  appropriations  and  additional  arrangements 
for  the  promotion  of  the  cause  of  education  in  connection  with 
the  University,  were  made,  to  go  into  immediate  effect: 

1.  The  sum  of  fifty  thousand  dollars  per  annum,  for  ten 
years,  wras  appropriated  to  support  the  University  a^d  to  en- 
large its  sphere  of  operations  and  increase  its  facilities. 

2.  Two-fifths  of  the  proceeds  of  the  fund  donated  by  Con- 
gress to  the  State  for  the  purpose  of  establishing  a College  of 
Agriculture  and  the  Mechanic  Arts,  were  appropriated  by  the 
Legislature,  to  be  used  in  founding  and  equipping  such  College, 
in  connection  with  the  University. 

3.  Provision  was  also  made  by  law  that  one  hundred  dollars 
should  be  appropriated  out  of  the  Common  School  Fund,  to- 
ward the  payment  of  the  expenses,  at  the  University,  of  one 
student  from  each  county,  this  appropriation  to  be  termed  a 
Scholarship,  and  to  be  given  to  the  most  meritorious  student, 
after  a competitive  examination. 

BOARD  OF  TRUSTEES. 

His.  Excellency,  Gov.  James  L.  Alcorn,  Ex-officio  President. 
Thomas  E.  B.  Pegues,  Esq.,  Secretar}\ 

Hon.  A.  Warner,  Treasurer. 
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TRUSTEES  WHOSE  TERM  OF  OFFICE  EXPIRES  i'NT 
1872. 

Hon.  E.  G.  Peyton,  Jackson. 

T.  E.  B.  Pegues,  Esq.,  Oxford. 

Hon.  A.  Warner,  Canton. 

Hon.  C.  W.  Clarke,  Greenville. 

TRUSTEES  WHOSE  TERM  OF  OFFICE  EXPIRES  IN 
, 1874. 

Hon.  G.  C.  Chandler,  Bay  St.  Louis. 

Hon.  J.  Tarbell,  Jackson. 

Hon.  Jason  Niles,  Kosciusko. 

Gen.  Chas.  Clark,  Beulah. 

TRUSTEES  WHOSE  TERM  OF  OFFICE  EXPIRES  IN 
1876. 

Hon.  H.  F.  Simrall,  Vicksburg. 

Gen.  A.  M.  West,  Holty  Springs. 

Thos.  D.  Isom,  M.  D.,  Oxford. 

John  Duncan,  Esq.,  Jackson. 

EXECUTIVE  COMMITTEE. 

Thomas  D.  Isom,  Chairman. 

A.  M.  West,  ' J.  Tarbell, 

A.  Warner,  J.  Duncan. 

PROCTOR. 

Thos.  E.  B.  Pegues. 

MEMBERS  OF  THE  FACULTIES  AND  OTHER  OFFICERS. 

John  N.  Waddel,  D.  D.,  Chancellor — ^Professor  of  Moral 
Science  and  Christian  Evidence. 

C.  W.  Sears,  M.  A.,  Professor  of  Mathematics,  Acting  Pro- 
fessor of  Civil  Engineering. 

J.  J.  Wheat,  D.  D.,  Professor  of  Greek  and  the  Historjr  of 
Ancient  Literature. 

A.  J Quinche,  M.  A.,  Professor  of  Latin,  Acting  Professor 
of  Modern  Languages. 

S.  G.  Burney,  D.  D.,  Professor  of  English  Literature. 

E.  W.  Hilgard,  PH.  D.,  Professor  of  Chemistry. 

L.  C.  Garland,  LL.  D.,  Professoi  of  Analytical  Physics  and 
Astronomy. 

George  Little,  PH.  D.,  Professor  of  Natural  Histoiy  and 
Geology. 
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James  A.  Lyon,  D.  D.,  Professor  of  Metaphysics,  History, 
ancl  Political  Science. 

*  , Professor  of  Civil  Engineering. 

*  } Professor  of  Modern  Languages. 

Henry  Craft,  M.  A.,  Professor  of  Governmental  Science 
and  Law. 

Jordan  M.  Phipps,  M.  A.,  Adjunct  Professor  of  Govermen- 
tal  Science  and  Law. 

E.  A.  Smith,  PH.  D.,  Assistant  State  Geologist. 

Robert  H.  Loughridge,  B.  S.,  Assistant  in  Chemistry. 

John  W.  Shields,  B.  A.,  Assistant  in  Latin,  and  English 
Literature. 

Allston  M.  West,  B.  A.,  Assistant  in  Greek  and  Mathe- 
matics. 

Robert  B.  Fulton,  B.  A.,  Assistant  in  Plr^sics. 

Professor  Garland,  Recording  Secretary. 

Professor  Little,  Corresponding  Secretary. 

Assistant  Loughridge,  Librarian. 

STUDENTS. 

Total  Number — 120. 

HONORS  IN  1870. 

First  Honor  Man  in  the  Law  Department.. 

Joseph  Albert  Brown,  Hinds  County. 

GRADUATING  CLASS. 

Roll  of  Honor  in  the  Literary  and  Scientific  Department. 

Eugene  Johnson,  'of  Tippah  County,  First  Honor. 
Hamilton  Mundall  Si^livan,  of  Panola  County,  Second 
Honor. 

Samuel  Bascomb  McClelland,  of  Claiborne  County, 

Third  Honor. 


Senior  Speakers. 

Isaac  Shelby  Davenport,  Port  Gibson. 
McDougald  Haman,  Hinds  County. 
Thomas  Luther  Haman,  Hinds  County. 
Robertson  Horton,  Yalobusha  County. 
Robert  Andrew  Parker,  Holmes  County. 
Robert  Powell,  Canton. 

David  Seille  Switzer,  Pontotoc. 


* To  be  filled. 
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Honor  Men  of  the  Third  Year. 

Cornelius  Miller,  Albert  Peyton  Buss, 

Harris  Allan  Gant,  John  L.  Dodd, 

Albert  Hall  Whitfield. 

Honor  Men  of  the  Second  Year. 

Jerry  Witherspoon,  John  H.  Davidson, 

Samuel  S.  Scales,  Greenwood  Ligon, 

Richard  H.  Jones. 

Honor  Men  of  the  First  Year. 

Andrew  E.  Kilpatrick,  Joseph  M.  Sloan, 

William  Vaughan,  Marion  L.  Dye, 

James  M.  Dyer. 

Medal  Men  in  the  Sophomore  Prize  Declamation  Class. 

Walker  Lucas  Clapp,  First  Medal. 

Sidney  Turner  Moreland,  Second  Medal. 

Anniversarians  of  Hermoean  Society. 

1870.  James  Campbell  Norwood  McNeill,  Coffeeville. 

1871.  Charles  Sheppard  McKenzie,  Winona. 

Anniversarians  of  Phi  Sigyna  Society. 

1870.  Hampton  Mundall  Sullivan,  Oxford. 

1871.  John  William  Flinn,  Marshall  County. 


ANNUAL  REPORT 


OF  THE 

STATE  BOARD  OF  EDUCATION. 


To  the  Honorable , the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Mississippi : 

The  Board  of  Education  have  the  honor  to  submit  this,  their 
first  annual  report. 

This  Board  is  established  and  their  general  duties  defined  by 
the  Constitution,  as  follows : A Board  of  Education — to  con- 

sist of  the  Secretary  of  State,  Attorney  General,  and  Superin- 
tendent of  Public  Education — whose  duties  are  to  manage  and 
invest  the  School  Funds  of  the  State  in  United  States  bonds, 
under  the  general  direction  of  the  Legislature  ; to  appoint,  by 
and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate,  a Superinten- 
dent of  Education  for  each  county  in  the  State,  and  to  per- 
form such  other  duties  as  the  Legislature  may  prescribe. 

Under  article  3,  chapter  39,  of  the  Revised  Code  of  1871,  it 
is  prescribed  that  the  Board  shall  prepare  and  submit  annually 
a report  embracing  the  number  of  acres  of  land  belonging  to 
the  State,  designated  and  set  apart  for  educational  purposes, 
and  the  estimated  value  thereof;  the  number  of  acres  sold, 
rented,  or  otherwise  disposed  of;  the  aggregate  amount  of  pro- 
ceeds arising  from  the  sale  and  rental  of  school  lands;  the 
amount  of  money  collected  from  fines,  licenses,  exemptions 
from  military  duty,  and  donations  of  money  or  personal  prop- 
erty made  to  the  Common  School  Fund;  the  aggregate  amount 
of  the  Common  School  Fund  ; the  amount  invested  in  United 
States  bonds,  and  the  interest  arising  from  such  investment; 
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the  amount  appropriated  for.  Free  Schools  and  apportioned  to 
the  several  counties  of  the  State;  also,  plans  and  suggestions 
for  improvement  in  the  methods  of  raising  school  revenues  and 
management  of  the  Common  School  Fund;  and  such  other 
matters  pertaining  to  the  interests  and  advancement  of  Public 
Instruction  as  they  may  deem  expedient  to  communicate. 

The  present  .Board  qualified  and  entered  upon  their  duties 
on  the  15th  of  July,  1870.  We  immediately  proceeded  in  the 
efforts  necessary  to  organize  a thorough  system  of  Common 
Schools  in  every  county  in  the  State.  Owing  to  a multitude  of 
difficulties  and  embarrassments  which  had  not  been  antici- 
pated, and  need  not  now  to  be  recounted,  we  W'ere  unable  to 
effect  more  than  a temporary  and  preliminary  organization 
during  that  year,  and  it  was  not  until  about  the  first  of  May 
last  that  we  succeeded  in  giving  to  the  State  anything  like  a 
complete  system  of  schools.  Indeed,  so  much  still  requires  to 
be  done,  both  of  legislation  and  of  organization,  to  perfect  the 
system,  that  we  are  content  to  speak  of  all  that  has  been  done, 
as  a mere  beginning  to  the  great  work  contemplated  by  the' 
Constitution. 

Your  honorable  body  is  doubtless  well  prepared  to  appre- 
ciate some  of  the  difficulties  which  we  have  had  to  meet.  We 
do  not  now  allude  to  the  novelty  of  such  an  attempt  in  this 
State — to  the  prejudices  of  some  of  our  people,  or  to  the  in- 
herent delicacy  of  the  undertaking  on  account  of  the  peculiar 
relations  existing  between  the  two  great  classes  of  people 
whom  the  system  is  intended  to  serve.  But  a new  Constitu- 
tion had  just  been  adopted  embodying,  in  some  respects,  en- 
tirely new  principles  of  government,  and  the  State.itself  was  in 
transition  from  the  old  system  to  the  new. 

A large  majority  of  the  people  of  both  classes  were  wholly 
unprepared  for.  the  change.  The  legislation  adopted  respect- 
ing the  schools,  was  necessarily  crude,  imperfect,  and  sus- 
ceptible of  misconstruction,  and,  as  a consequence,  questions  of 
conflicting  jurisdiction  and  authority  for  which  the  law  fur- 
nished no  solution,  have  been  very  frequent.  These  are  only 
a few  of  the  causes  which  have  combined  to  render  our  under- 
taking one  requiring  much  time,  labor  and  patience. 

In  the  appointment  of  County  Superintendents  we  have  expe- 
rienced special  difficulty.  In  many  counties  we  have  been  un- 
able to  find  suitable  persons  who  are  willing  to  accept  the 
office  and  discharge  its  responsible  duties  for  the  meager  salary 
allowed.  We  have  endeavored,  in  making  the  appointments, 
to  select  only  such  men  as  were  well  qualified  to  discharge  the 
duties  of  this  important  public  trust,  not  only  with  intelligence, 
but  with  impartiality  toward  people  of  different  races  and  those 
of  opposing  politics.  We  have  been  obliged,  in  a majority  of 
instances,  to  appoint  persons  who  were  personalty  unknown 
to  us,  and  in  doing  so,  to  rely  upon  information  and  recom- 
mendations of  citizens  and  representative  men  of  the  several 
counties.  Experience  proves  that,  in  some  instances,  we  have 
been  deceived  in  the  persons  recommended.  It  affords  us 
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pleasure,  however,  to  report  that  a majority  of  the  number  of 
County  Superintendents  have  exhibited  a gratifying  and  com- 
mendable zeal  and  efficiency  in  their  work. 

In  relation  to  the  school  lands  of  the  State,  we  regret  our 
inability  to  furnish  a full  and  reliable  statistical  report.  The 
research  necessary  to  give  a thorough  description  of  these  lands, 
their  present  condition,  value,  and  area,  involves  a range  of 
investigation  covering  a period  of  over  fifty  years,  and  that,  too, 
with  little  or  no  data  upon  which  to  proceed.  Many  of  the 
books,  records,  papers,  and  documents  relating  to  the  transac- 
tions of  this  long  period,  have  been  lost  or  destined,  and  the 
existing  records  are,  in  many  instances,  wholly  unreliable, 
owing  to  the  careless  and  imperfect  manner  in  which  they  have 
been  kept.  Many  of  the  Land  Commissioners  have  failed,  for 
long  periods  of  time,  each  including  a number  of  years,  to 
make  any  report  whatever  of  their  transactions.  From  the 
best  information  we  have  been  able  to  obtain,  we  submit  the 
following  tabular  statement: 


Lands  belonging  to  the  State , and  set  apart  for  Educational 
Purposes. 


Number  of  acres  granted  to  the  State,  known  as  the 

Sixteenth  Section  School  Lands 661,001 

Number  of  acres  granted  to  the  several  counties  in- 
cluded in  the  Chickasaw  purchase,  in  lieu  of  the 

Sixteenth  Sections 174,550 

Number  of  acres  granted  for  Seminary  purposes 23,040 

Number  of  acres  granted  for  Internal  Improvement.  . 500,000 
Number  of  acres  approved  to  the  State,  known  as 
Swamp  Lands  (including  the  Lands  excepted  in 
the  Constitution,  and  situated  on  Pearl  river,  in 
the  counties  of  Hancock,  Marion,  Lawrence, 


Simpson,  and  Copiah) 3,068,642 

Number  of  acres  granted  to  Railroads 2,062,240 

Number  of  acres  granted  for  Agricultural  College.  . . 210,000 


Number  of  acres  held  by  the  State  for  taxes — nearly . 4,000,000 


The  following  statement  presents,  to  the  extent  of  our  investiga- 
tions, an  exhibit  of  the  disposition  of  the  School  Lands 
enumerated  in  the  foregoing  table : 


Number  Qf  acres  of  Sixteenth  Section  Lands  sold  or 

leased  for  a period  of  ninety-nine  years — about. . 200,000 

Number  of  acres  of  Chickasaw  Lands  sold 

Number  of  acres  of  Chickasaw  Lands  remaining  un- 
sold   
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Number  of  acres  of  Internal  Improvement  Lands  sold . 47 8,940 
Number  of  acres  of  Internal  Improvement  Lands  re- 
maining unsold 21,052 

Number  of  acres  of  Swamp  Lands  patented 2,681,383 

Number  of  acres  of  Swamp  Lands  not  patented 389,267 

Number  of  acres  of  Railroad  Lands  patented 908,680 

Number  of  acres  received  by  Vicksburg  and  Meridian 

Railroad 171,550 


Number  of  acrfes  received  b}^  Mobile  & Ohio  Railroad  737,130 
Number  of  acres  of  Agricultural  College  Lands  sold . 210,000 
Total  number  of  acres  unsold  (including  the  Lands 
granted  b}7-  the  State  to  Railroads  and  the  Pearl 
River  Navigation  Company,  and  Lands  purchased 
by  the  State  for  taxes 6,162,072 


The  general  Government  has,  from  time  to  time,  donated  to 
the  State,  for  various  purposes,  a quantity  of  land  equal  to  more 
than  one-sixth  of  the  area  of  the  State — these  donations  amount- 
ing, in  all,  to  about  six  millions  of  acres. 

By  the  terms  of  the  new  Constitution,  the  lands  remaining 
unsold  from  the  various  grants,  were  set  apart  for  Educational 
purposes,  and  the  entire  proceeds  arising  from  the  sale  and 
rent  of  these  lands  to  constitute  a perpetual  School  Fund. 

About  850,000  acres  were  original^  granted  for  school  pur- 
poses— a quantity  equal  to  over  one-thirty-sixth  of  the  whole 
area  of  the  State.  Nearly  all  of  this  munificent  endowment 
has  been  disposed  of,  and  the  proceeds  squandered.  From  in- 
vestigations already  made,  we  are  satisfied  that  thousands  of 
acres  of  these  lands — some  of  them  the  most  valuable  in  the 
State,  are  held  and  occupied  without  the  shadow  of  title.  It  is 
our  purpose  to  thoroughly  investigate  this  matter,  and  recover 
all  lands  thus  illegally  held.  J 

VALUE  OF  SCHOOL  LANDS.  * 

We  have  no  means  of  arriving  at  a correct  estimate  of  the 
value  of  the  unsold  school  lands,  but  it  cannot  be  doubted  that 
a very  moderate  degree  of  honesty,  economy  and  skill  in  the 
administration  of  the  lands  donated  by  the  general  Govern- 
ment to  the  State,  for  school  purposes,  would  have  produced 
enough  of  revenue  to  have  furnished  perpetual  and  efficient 
free  schools  for  all  the  people  of  both  races  in  this  State,  to 
the  full  extent  of  their  needs,  forever  ! 

The  following  table  exhibits  the  amount  of  the  proceeds 
arising  from  the  sales  and  rental  of  school  lands: 


Amount  arising  from  the  sale  of  Chickasaw  lands . . $826,432  7 8 

Amount  held  by  the  State  in  trust 815,227  73 

Amount  of  the  proceeds  arising  from  the  sale  and 

rental  of  Sixteenth  Section  Lands,  about ; 1,500,000  00 

Aggregate  amount  of  the  proceeds  arising  from 

the  sale  and  rental  of  school  lands,  about 2,326,432  00 
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Of  the  proceeds  of  sale  and  rental  of  Sixteenth  Section 
Lands,  it  is  estimated  that  at  least  one  million  of  dollars  is  a 
total  loss  on  account  of  the  want  of  proper  management,  and 
the  remainder  consists  of  outstanding  claims,  in  notes,  for 
loans  and  leases  made  by  Township  Trustees  and  the  former 
Boards  of  Police.  For  further  information  upon  this  subject, 
we  respectful^  refer  your  Honorable  Body  to  the  report  of  the 
Superintendent  of  Public  Education.  4 

FINES. 


Fines  accruing  to  the  Common  School  Fund, 
which  have  been  collected  and  paid  into  the 
Treasury,  amount  in  the  aggregate  to $ 11,423  76 

LICENSES. 

Licenses  for  the  sale  of  liquors,  and  the  keeping 
of  dram-shops,  and  other  privilege  taxes  accru- 
ing to  the  Common  School  Funcl,*amount  in 
the  aggregate  to 351,729  65 

TAX  SALES. 

Sales  of  lands  forfeited  for  taxes,  amount  in  the 
aggregate  to 40,713  05 

AGGREGATE  AMOUNT  OF  THE  COMMON  SCHOOL  FUND. 

The  aggregate  amount  accruing^ to  the  Common 
School  Fund,  from  the  various  sources  provided 
by  the  Constitution  and  laws  enacted  since  its 
adoption,  and  paid  into  the  State  Treasury  (in- 
cluding the  Chickasaw  and  Sixteenth  Section 
Funds),  about 1,950,000  00 


DISBURSEMENTS. 

Total  amount  of  the  Common  School  Fund,  dis- 
bursed from  the  organization  of  the  Depart- 
ment of  Education,  July  15,  1870,  to  December 
31, 1871,  including  salaries,  printing,  stationery, 
fuel,  lights,  office  furniture,  postage,  rent,  con- 
tingent expenses,  and  distribution  of  the 


Income  Fund  to  the  several  counties 189,453  01 

Balance  held  by  the  State,  in  trust,  about.  ......  1,760,547  00 


Three  hundred  and  sevent}'-seven  thousand  five  hundred  and 
eight  dollars  of  the  above  amount  is  held  by  the  State  in  can- 
celed warrants.  This  amount  should  have  been  invested  in 
United  States  bonds,  but  the  difficulty  in  making  the  invest- 
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ment,  will  be  at  once  perceived.  This  fund  lias  virtually  become 
a loan  to  the  State.  The  State  is  paying  no  interest,  and  the 
schools  receive  no  benelit  whatever.  There  is  no  reason  why 
the  State  should  not  pay  the  same  rate  of  interest  upon  this 
loan  as  upon  the  Chickasaw  Loan.  We  suggest  that  provision 
be  made  by  law  for  the  investment  of  this  fund,  to  the  end  that 
it  may  afford  some  revenue  for  schools. 

i 

MEASURES  CALCULATED  TO  PROMOTE  IMPROVEMENT  IN  THE  PRESENT 
SYSTEM  OF  SUPERINTENDENCY  AND  SCHOOL  REVENUES. 

We  recommend  a change  in  the  existing  system  of  county 
supervision.  Experience  proves  that  the  system  of  County 
Directors,  now  in  operation,  is  productive  of  much  evil,  without 
advantage,  and  very  expensive.  It  involves  an  enormous  ex- 
pense, wholly  unnecessary,  amounting  in  some  counties  to 
thousands  of  dollars,  without  any  valuable  return.  In  many 
instances,  instead  of  advancing  the  cause,  the  Directors  have 
operated  as  a hindrance.  At  best,  it  is  the  most  expensive, 
and,  at  the  same  time,  the  least  efficient  system  of  supervision 
that  could  be  adopted.  We,  therefore,  recommend  that  the 
Count}'  Board  of  School  Directors  be  abolished,  and  that  the 
county  supervision  of  the  schools  be  placed  in  the  hands  of 
the  Board  of  Supervisors  and  County  Superintendent,  and  that 
every  Superintendent  be  required  to  give  bond,  in  a sum  of  not 
less  than  ten  thousand  dollars,  conditioned  for  the  faithful  per- 
formance of  the  duties  of  their  respective  offices,  and  that  a 
suitable  penalty  shall  be  imposed  for  wilful  neglect  of  duty, 
involving  a summary  removal  from  office,  by  the  State  Board 
of  Education,  forfeiture  of  salary,  and  a fine  of  not  less  than 
five  hundred  dollars,  and  imprisonment  until  fine  and  costs  be 
paid.  We  further  recommend  that  the  duties  of  County  Super- 
intendents be  restricted  to  the  duties  of  supervising  the  schools, 
the  employment  and  removal  of  teachers  under  prescribed  regu- 
lations, etc.,  and  that  they  shall  not  have  the  handling  or  dis- 
posal of  any  public  moneys,  except  to  approve  and  certify 
accounts,  etc.  We  also  recommend  that  instead  of  a per  diem , 
as  now  provided,  and  the  frauds  and  extortions  to  which  this 
mode  of  compensation  is  liable,  the  County  Superintendents 
receive  a monthly,  quarterly,  or  annual  salary,  to  be  graduated 
on  a basis  of  scholastic  population. 

The  wants  and  necessities  of  the  several  counties  and  munici- 
pal school  districts  in  the  State,  seem  to  us  to  be  nearly  equal 
in  proportion  to  their  population  and  wealth;  and  if  so,  then, 
it  would,  seem  that  taxes  for  school  purposes  should,  qpon 
principle,  and  according  to  the  Constitution,  be  equal  and 
uniform.  This,  we  doubt  not,  was  the  intention  of  the  Legis- 
lature in  providing  by  the  existing  law  for  “ a uniform  system 
of  public  schools.”  And  yet,  we  find  that  in  some  counties  an 
excessive  levy  of  taxes  for  this  purpose  has  been  made,  while 
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in  others,  up  to  this  time,  there  has  been  no  levy  at  all.  Again, 
oreat  difficulty  and  embarrassment  grows  out  of  the  practice  of 
collecting  school  taxes  in  State  warrants  and  certificates  of 
indebtedness.  Of  course  it  will  be  apparent  .to  even  the  dullest 
mind  that  this  is  virtually  collecting  no  school  tax  at  all.  The 
effect  and  result  of  the  transaction  is  only  to  take  up  and 
cancel  State  warrants,  issued  for  the  ordinary  debts  of  the  gov- 
ernment. It  is  very  plain  that  school  taxes  levied  and  col- 
lected in  this  way  may  go  on  until  all  the  warrants  now  remain- 
ing out,  and  all  that  shall  ever  be  issued,  shall  be  collected 
and  canceled,  and  though  the  amount  thus  “collected”  should 
amount  to  millions,  there  would  never  be  enough  available 
means  collected  to  buy  a spelling  book  ! The  money  (?)  thus 
“collected”  already  amounts  to  not  less  than  eight  hundred 
thousand  dollars.  But  the  school  system  or  its  fund  has,  of 
course,  received,  as  yet,  not  one  cent,  but  the  State  is  indebted 
to  the  School  Fund  the  amount  so  collected,  and  interest  thereon 
from  the  date  of  collection. 

What,  in  view  of  these  facts,  is  the  duty  of  the  Legislature  ? 
We  submit  this  question  to  the  wisdom  of  your  Honorable 
Body.  Our  own  views  are,  that  all  the  warrants  issued  prior 
to  the  first  of  January,  1872,  or  prior  to  some  other  given  date 
should  be  funded  in  interest-bearing  bonds,  in  annual  install- 
ments, of  say  $150,000,  each  installment  representing  one  series 
of  bonds,  with  interest  payable  annually;  that  all  the  taxes 
should  be  collected  in  currency  instead  of  warrants,  and  that 
warrants  issued  after  Jan.  1,  1872,  or  whatever  shall  be  specified 
in  the  act,  shall  be  paid  in  the  order  of  their  issuance,  and  not  in 
the  order  of  their  presentation  at  the  Treasury;  and  all  the  fin- 
ancial transactions  of  the  State,  and  of  the  counties,  including 
school  operations,  and  everything  else,  should  be  brought  up 
within  the  compass  of  the  present  year  to  a strictly  cash  basis  ! 
It  is  believed  that  nearly  every  tax-payer  in  the  State,  who  pays 
taxes  at  all,  pays  at  least  part  of  it,  in  cash,  and  that  a large 
majority  of  them  (so  far  as  numbers  are  concerned),  pay  all 
their  taxes  in  cash;  and  this,  we  have  no  doubt,  has  always 
been  the  case  in  this  State,  notwithstanding  the  law  has  gen- 
erally permitted  taxes  to  be  collected  and  paid  over  in  warrants. 
Very  few  people  understand  the  modus  operandi  of  obtaining 
and  using  warrants  for  this  purpose.  Tax  Collectors  and 
brokers,  or  shavers,  are  not  interested  in  explaining  it  to  them. 
Those  who  do  understand  it,  seldom  have  opportunity  to  ac- 
complish it,  without  paying  at  least  some  part  of  their  taxes  in 
money.  No  Tax  Collector,  so  far  as  we  have  heard,  ever  “makes 
the  change!  ” They  all  talk  handsomely  on  the  subject,  but 
the  “oldest  inhabitant”  has  seldom  known  one  of  them  to  facil- 
itate the  making  of  change,  when,  by  denying  his  ability  to  do 
so,  he  could  collect  the  money.  Besides,  were  Sheriffs  ever  so 
desirous  to  do  so,  it  would  be  a rare  accident  if  one  of  them 
could  make  the  exact  change  in  warrants,  and  without  the  use 
of  at  least  some  money. 

Having  received  the  money,  it  so  happens  that  Sheriffs  very 
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seldom  pay  any  of  it  into  the  Treasury  ; at  least  this  is  our 
information  at  the  Treasury  Department.  If  the  Sheriffs  do 
not  speculate  (and  we  would  not  for  a moment  entertain  such  a 
suspicion),  they  at  least  have  friends  or  favorites,  who  hold 
warrants,  and  these  friends  and  favorites  get  their  warrants 
cashed.  Or,  even  if  the  Sheriffs  should  pay  over  the  money 
to  the  Treasury,  the  Treasurer  may  have  his  favorites,  and 
they,  if  the  Treasurer  chooses,  get  what  little  shall  go  into  the 
Treasury.  We  will  add,  that  officers  and  teachers  of  public 
schools,  so  far  as  we  are  advised,  seldom,  if  ever,  get  a warrant 
cashed  by  either  a Tax  Collector  or  Treasurer.  But,  on  the 
contrary,  the  school  taxes  absorb  all  other  classes  of  State  war- 
rants, and  school  warrants,  have  thus  far,  as  a general  rule, 
gone  unpaid.  It  is  not  too  much  to  say,  that  if  the  funding 
system  we  suggest,  shall  be  adopted  at  once,  all  the  warrants  of 
tiie  State,  for  school  and  all  other  purposes,  will  stand  at  par 
throughout  the  State,  in  less  than  twelve  months.  And  when 
this  shall  be  the  case,  it  will  literally  make  no  difference  to  any 
tax-pa}Ter  whether  he  shall  pay  his  taxes  in  warrants  or  in 
currency.  By  thus  adopting  the  principle  of  paying  interest 
instead  of  discount,  the  State  will  come  at  once  to  the  cash  in- 
stead of  a credit  system,  and  thus  she  will  save  one  dollar  out 
of  every  four,  or  one  out  of  every  three,  which  she  has  hereto- 
fore been  in  the  habit  of  paying. 

In  other  words,  she  will  save  the  discount  of  from  twenty- 
five  to  thirty-five  per  centum  ; for  it  is  notorious  that,  in  every 
contract  she  makes,  and  in  every  transaction  she  has,  from  the 
purchase  of  a postage  stamp,  to  the  building  of  a Lunatic 
Asylum,  the  State  has  to  issue  warrants  in  the  proportion  of 
four  dollars,  for  every  three  ^nd  so  on  in  this  proportion,  ad 
infinitum ; and  yet,  it  is  due  to  the  present  administration  to 
say,  that  even  this  miserable  system  of  finances  is  a vast  im- 
provement on  any  that  the  State  ever  had  before. 

We  recommend  that  the  State,  if  it  can  do  nothing  better  for 
the  schools,  shall  fund  the  amount  of  school  revenues  already 
collected,  in  the  same  manner  as  that  we  recommend  for  the 
other  State  indebtedness  prior  to  a given  date,  and  that  in 
the  time  to  come  the  Teachers’  Fund  shall  be  levied  per 
centum  on  the  general  State  tax,  and  collected  as  other  State 
taxes,  in  currency  alone;  and  that  the  tax  for  school-houses- 
and  contingent  expenses,  be  levied  by  the  counties  and  collected 
as  other  County  taxes,  in  currency  also;  and,  above  all  things, 
that  the  taxes  shall  be  reasonable — equal  among  the  several 
counties — and  that  officers  shall,  in  all  cases,  be  held  to  a more 
strict  account  than  is  possible  under  the  existing  laws. 

We  have  reason  to  believe,  that  the  fines  collected  by  Justices 
of  the  Peace  are,  in  many  instances,  embezzled,  and  never  paid 
over.  The  revenue  arising  from  District  Attorneys’  fees  are 
seldom  collected.  Measures  should  be  taken  to  secure  the 
payment  of  these  moneys.  The  moneys  accruing  to  the  School 
Fund  from  lands  forfeited  for  non-payment  of  taxes,  are  com- 
paratively trifling,  because  of  the  uncertainty  of  tax  titles. 
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There  is  no  reason  wh}7  people  should  not  be  forced  to  pay,  and 
to  pay  promptly,  a reasonable  tax  on  their  lands.  If  all  were 
compelled  to  pay , the  taxes  would  fall  lightly  on  all;  but  when, 
as  at  present,  a large  proportion  t>f  the  landholders  are 
always  delinquent,  the  burden  necessarily  falls  heavily  on  the 
better  class  of  citizens  who  do  pay.  Under  the  present 
absurd  S37stem,  a certain  disreputable  class  of  tax-payers  are 
learning  to  refuse  or  neglect  paying,  and  to  rely  on  “ relief 
bills,”  or,  if  that  fail,  they  rely  on  the  almost  absolute 
certainty  of  defeating  the  tax  purchaser’s  title,  somehow  or 
other,  at  any  time  in  a year  or  two  after  sale.  This  is  a most 
absurd  and  pernicious  policy,  and  retards  the  prosperity  of 
every  interest  in  the  State. 

If  any  person  fails  to  pay  the  taxes  on  his  personal  property, 
that  property  is  liable  to  be  sold  and  no  opportunity  allowed 
for  redemption,  or  to  defeat  the  title  of  the  purchaser  at  the 
tax  sale.  Why  should  the  owner  of  lands  be  favored  in  thi$ 
contemptous  disobedience  of  the  laws,  and  wanton  neglect 
of  this  duty  to  the  State,  any  more  than  the  owner  of  a horse, 
a library,  or  a stock  of  merchandise?  Why  not  first  secure  a 
reasonable  rate  of  taxation,  and  then  compel  every  one  of  the 
people,  without  exception,  to  pay  their  taxes  promptly?  This 
desirable  result  would  be  secured  by  enacting  that  there  shall 
be  no  redemption,  after  one  year,  whgn  sale  shall  have  been 
honestly  and  justly  made  for  taxes  actually  in  default,  and 
that  all  tax  sales  shall  be  prima  facie  good  ; and  then  if  any 
Sheriff  shall  falsely  report  lands  delinquent  which  were  not  so, 
punish  him  as  for  a felony,  and  make  his  sureties  liable  for  all 
damages. 

It  is  doubtless  known  to  your  Honorable  Body  that  the 
State  still  owes  to  the  Chickasaw  School  Fund,  near  a million 
of  dollars  borrowed  by  the  State  from  herself  as  trustee  for 
that  princely  trust,  some  sixteen  years  ago.  That  debt,  it  is 
submitted,  should  be  investigated,  its  true  amount  and  char- 
acter ascertained,  and  the  debt  recognized  and  funded  and  the 
interest  paid  as  it  matures. 

The  proceeds  of  the  sale  and  rent  of  Sixteenth  Section 
School  Lands,  in  the  different  counties,  are  believed  to  have 
been  mostly  squandered,  and  the  funds  still  in  a most  wretched 
condition,  owing  largely  to  the  loose  and  careless  manner  in 
which  it  has  generally  been  managed.  These  should  also  be 
traced  up,  sued  for,  and  recovered,  as  far  as  may  be  practicable. 
To  this  end,  efficient  and  responsible  lawyers  should  be  em- 
ployed in  every  county. 

Under  existing  laws,  the  State  Board  of  Education,  though 
each  of  its  members  acts  under  a bond  and  security  of  twenty 
thousand  dollars  in  making  appointments,  has  no  power  to  re- 
move any  County  Superintendent — no  mattey  how  dishonest, 
incompetent,  immoral,  or  unworthy  he  may  prove.  This  is  a 
most  serious  defect  in  the  law,  and,  in  more  than  one  instance 
has  completely  paralyzed  our  ability  to  perform  the  necessary 
functions  of  this  Board.  The  limited,  unreliable,  and  often 
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incorrect  information  on  which  these  appointments  were  made, 
and  on  which  they  must  still  be  made — if  made  by  the  State 
Board,  renders  it  possible  that  bad,  very  bad,  officers  have,  in 
many  instances,  got  in.  The}r  should  have  been  removed  long 
ago.  Quite  a large  number  of  striking  examples  are  before  us. 
We  have  requested  some  of  them  to  resign,  but  they  have  not 
done  so.  We  respectfully  submit,  that,  if  power  be  given  us  to 
remove  these  officers  for  such  causes  as  we  shall  deem  satisfac- 
tory, the  public  service  will  be  greatly  benefited  b}~  the  removal 
of  dishonest  or  unworthy  Superintendents. 

H.  R.  PEASE, 

President  State  Board  of  Education. 

H.  R.  Pease,  Supt.  Public  Education. 


James  Lynch,  Secretary  of  State, 
J.  S.  Morris,  Attorney  General. 


Education. 


ANNUAL  REPORT 


TO  THE 

BOARD  OF  TRUSTEES 


OF  THE 

Mississippi  State  Lunatic  Asylum. 

o 


To  His  Excellency , R.  C.  Powers , 

governor  of  the  State  of  Mississippi  : 

Sir — The  law  provides  that  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  the 
Mississippi  State  Lunatic  Asylum  shall  make  a report  in  writ- 
ing to  the  Governor,  on  the  second  Monday  in  December,  in  each 
year,  but  the  last  appropriation  act  contemplated  that  the 
fiscal  year  of  the  Institution  should  commence  on  the  first  day 
of  January,  and,  by  direction  of  the  Board,  the  Treasurer’s 
books  were  closed  and  the  balance  brought  forward  on  that 
day,  and  it  has  been  thought  best  to  delay  this  report  so  as  to 
embrace  the  entire  moneyed  transactions  of  receipts  and  expen- 
ditures for  the  year  1871. 

The  appropriation  made  for  support  of  the  Asylum  for  last 
year  has  been  very  judiciously  managed,  and  the  Treasurer 
has  been  able  to  convert  the  $50,000  of  warrants,  received 
from  the  Auditor,  into  greenbacks,  at  an  average  discount  of 
14J  per  cent.,  and  for  the  first  time  since  the  organization  of 
the  institution,  it  is  entirely  free  from  debt,  and  has  a small 
cash  balance  on  hand  of  $70  62,  as  shown  by  the  Treasurer’s 
books,  whose  accounts  have  been  frequently  examined,  and 
have  been  always  found  correct,  and  his  books  faithfully  kept; 
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his  vouchers  are  carefully  filed,  and  are  subject  to  your  exami- 
nation, or  a committee  of  the  Legislature,  if  they  should  deem 
the  same  necessarj^. 

We  recommend  that  the  law  be  changed  so  as  to  allow  the 
Board  of  Trustees  to  make  their  annual  reports  on  the  first 
Monday  in  January.  This  will  enable  them  to  present  a full 
exhibit  of  the  financial  transactions  of  each  preceding  year. 

The  section  in  the  new  Code,  making  appropriations  for  the 
support  of  the  Asjdum,  provides  that,  “ Said  amounts,  together 
with  the  salaries,  including  all  expenses,  shall  not  exceed  the 
sum  of  $50,000  per  annum.”  It  will  be  recollected  that  this 
sum  was  recommended  by  this  Board  for  the  last  year,  based 
upon  a calculation  for  support  of  an  annual  average  of  one 
hundred  and  sixty-five  patients,  and  an  expectation  of  receiv- 
ing $3,900  from  an  average  of  fifteen  private  patients.  The 
amount  received  from  private  or  paying  patients  has,  however, 
been  only  the  sum  of  $2,405  61,  in  consequence  of  the  last 
Legislature  having  enacted  a law  that,  “All  insane  citizens  of 
Mississippi  shall  receive  the  benefits  of  the  institution  free  of 
charge.”  This  law  took  effect  on  the  first  day  of  October  last, 
since  which  time  nothing  has  been  received  from  that  source, 
and  all  patienis  in  theAsjUum  have  since  that  time  been  placed 
on  the  free  list. 

It  is  expected  that  one  or  both  of  the  wings  of  the  new 
building  will  be  completed  and  ready  for  the  reception  of 
patients  some  time  during  the  next  summer,  and  that  they 
will  be  filled  at  the  earliest  moment  when  ready.  In  such  case 
there  should  be  some  provision  made  for  support  of  the  addi- 
tional number  of  patients  that  can  then  be  accommodated;  for 
this  purpose  we  recommend  that  a contingent  fund  of  $25,000 
be  set  apart,  subject  to  be  drawn  b}^  the  Board  of  Trustees 
upon  the  requisition  of  the  Governor,  to  meet  any  emergency 
of  the  kind  that  may  arise  during  the  absence  of  the  Legisla- 
ture. No  part  of  this  amount  will  be  drawn  unless  found  to 
be  absolutely  necessary  by  the  Governor,  who  is  ex  officio 
President  of  the  Board,  and  meets  with  them,  and  will  know 
exactly  the  wants  of  the  institution. 

The  very  lengthy  and  able  report  of  the  Medical  Superinten- 
dent, Dr.  Compton,  which  we  take  great  pleasure  in  submitting 
through  you  to  the  Legislature,  is  so  comprehensive  and  com 
plete  in  its  exhaustive  survey  and  review  of  all  subjects  of  in- 
terest connected  with  the  institution,  covering  the  whole 
ground  of  detail,  that  we  think  it  unnecessary  for  us  to  add  any 
more  than  to  urge  the  favorable  consideration  of  the  Legisla- 
ture to  the  various  suggestions  therein  mentioned,  as  being 
worthy  their  immediate  attention. 

The  Board  would  state,  that  during  the  year  they  made  a 
purchase  of  a tract  of  160  acres  of  land  for  the  sum  of  $1,300, 
which  was  paid  for  out  of  the  support  fund;  it  proved  a very 
valuable  purchase,  the  wood  alone  taken  from  the  land  being 
sufficient  to  pay  for  the  land.  The  institution  being  increased 
in  capacity,  it  is,  we  think,  desirable  that  another  purchase  of 


551 


land  be  made,  immediately  adjoining  the  ground  on  the  south- 
east side,  say  140  acres  or  more.  We  can  now  make  the  pur- 
chase on  favorable  terms,  while,  if  permitted  to  go  into  the 
hands  of  other  purchasers,  we  may,  perhaps,  be  surrounded 
and  hemmed  up  by  very  unpleasant  neighbors.  The  Asylum 
owns  140  acres  of  land  too  remote  to  be  of  any  service.  It  was 
purchased  several  years  since  for  wood,  and  as  the  wood  has 
all  been  cut  off,  it  is  thought  we  can  make  sale  of  the  land  for 
a sufficient  amount  to  pay  for  the  purchase  spoken  of  above, 
adjoining  the  Asylum  ground,  without  asking  for  any  addi- 
tional appropriation  for  the  purpose. 

We  recommend  that  that  part  of  the  section  of  the  new 
Code  which  requires  one  or  more  of  the  Trustees  to  visit  the 
Asylum  once  in  every  week  be  repealed.  The  regular  monthly 
meetings  and  inspection  by  the  whole  Board  has  proved  to  be 
the  best  and  most  practicable  plan,  and  has  generally  given 
satisfaction  to  all  interested  parties. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

WM.  B.  TAYLOR, 

• W.  H.  ALLEN, 

D.  N.  BARROWS, 

JOHN  L.  CARTER, 

JNO.  W.  ROBINSON, 

Trustees, 

Mississippi  State  Lunatic  Asylum,  Jan.  1,  1872. 


ANNUAL  EEP0ET 


OF  THE 


SUPERINTENDENT 

OF  THE 


Mississippi  State  Lunatic  Asylum. 

o 


To  the  Board  Trustees  of  the  Mississippi  State  Lunatic  Asylum  : 

Gentlemen — The  return  of  the  first  Monday  in  December, 
brings  with  it  the  duty  of  making  to  you  a report  of  the  opera- 
tions of  this  Institution  for  the  last  twelve  months.  Another 
year,  with  its  responsibilities  and  toil,  with  its  hopes  and  fears, 
with  its  joys  and  sorrows,  with  its  usual  admixture  of  pleasure 
and  pain,  is  numbered  with  the  “eternal  years  of  God.” 

It  is  gratifying  to  be  able  to  deduce  from  the  retrospection, 
reflections  that  are  reasonably  satisfactory.  I lay  before  you 
a general  view  of  our  transactions,  in  the  following  table: 

Table  No.  1. 


SHOWING  the  number  of  admissions,  discharges  and 
deaths  from  the  1st  day  of  December , 1870,  to  the  ls£ 
day  of  December,  1871. 


males. 

FEMALES. 

TOTAL. 

Remaining  in  the  Asylum  Dec.  1, 1870. 

78 

82 

160 

Admitted  since  then 

52 

30 

82 

Total  under  treatment 

130 

112 

242 

Table  No.  1. — (Continued.) 


MALES. 

f’mals. 

TOTAL. 

Discharged  recovered 

14 

9 

23 

Discharged  unimproved 

1 

2 

3 

Discharged  improved 

2 

2 

4 

Transferred  to  Vicksburg 

20 

15 

35 

Eloped  

2 

— 

2 

Died 

6 

7 

13 

Total 

45 

35 

80 

Remaining  Dec.  1st,  1871 

85 

77 

162 

From  the  above,  it  will  be  observed,  that  the  changes,  which 
have  been  made  in  the  population  of  our  household,  have  been 
more  numerous  this  year  than  they  have  been  in  any  year  since 
the  opening  of  the  institution,  in  1855.  This  has  been  brought 
about  by  the  fact,  that  by  virtue  of  an  Act  of  the  Legislature. 
I was  authorized  to  transfer  a number  of  the  quiet  and  harm- 
less insane  to  the  care  of  Dr.  J.  R.  Hicks,  Superintendent  of  the 
State  Hospital,  at  Vicksburg.  Removing  them  from  time  to 
time,  as  he  could  receive  them,  we  have  been  able  to  admit  other 
applicants  in  their  stead.  Always  keeping  the  Asylum  filled  to 
its  utmost  capacit}q  we  have  been  enabled  to  accomplish  more 
“recoveries,”  than  it  has  been  the  fortune  of  the  Asylum  to 
send  away  in  any  year  of  its  existence.  From  an  examination 
of  the  table  on  page  eight,  showing  the  number  of  adminis- 
sions,  discharges,  etc.,  since  1855,  it  will  be  found,  after  deduct- 
ing the  number  of  recoveries  for  this  year  (23)  from  the  sum 
total,  that  the  average  per  annum  for  the  preceding  sixteen  years 
will  not  amount  to  twelve  recoveries;  while  this  year  we  are 
gratified  in  being  able  to  report  twenty-three. 

Nor  do  we  call  attention  to  this  fact  for  the  purpose  of  sug- 
gesting an  invidious  comparison  with  the  management  and 
treatment  of  previous  years,  nor  do  we  claim  superiority,  except 
in  the  advantage  that  may  be  ascribed  to  the  employment  of 
new  methods  of  management,  and  new  remedies  of  treatment, 
which  have  been  added  to  the  stock  of  professional  knowledge; 
but  I bring  it  forward,  as  an  argument  in  vindication  of  my 
earnest  appeal  last  year,  for  an  enlargment  of  the  institution, 
not  onl}T  to  enable  the  Superintendent  to  receive  and  give  a 
home  and  protection  to  all  the  insane  of  the  State,  but  with 
special  reference  to  the  admission  of  recent  cases  whose  pros- 
pect for  recovery  would  be  enhanced  by  early  hospital  treat- 
ment. The  force  of  the  latter  consideration  will  be  more  evi- 
dent, when  I inform  you  that  more  than  four-fifths  of  those 
reported  among  the  recovered,  were  admitted  within  the  last 
twelve  months. 

To  show  still  further  the  great  importance  of  early  treat- 
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ment,  I avail  myself  of  the  statistics  of  the  Asylum  at  Day- 
ton,  Ohio — Dr.  Gundry,  Superintendent.  His  experience  is, 
that  when  only  a few  days,  or  at  most  a few  weeks  of  illness 
have  elapsed  before  admission,  the  recoveries  have  been  over 
seventy-five  per  cent.,  when  not  exceeding  three  months,  about 
sixt3^-six  per  cent.;  when  not  over  six  months,  sixty-three  per 
cent.;  when  over  one  year,  twenty- four  per  cent.;  and  after 
that,  twelve  per  cent.  See  the  great  difference. 

It  is  impossible  for  me  to  enforce  this  point  too  earnestly. 
As  a rule,  insanity  cannot  be  treated  successfully  at  home,  sur- 
rounded by  all  familiar  causes  of  disturbance.  That  an  in- 
sane patient  does  now  and  then  get  well  at  home  does  not  dis- 
prove the  rule,  but  rather  confirms  it.  On  the  contrary,  that, 
early,  judicious  treatment  in  the  seclusion  of  an  Asylum  can 
cure  it,  is  just  as  certain  as  that  prompt  and  efficent  treatment 
will  cure  other  acute  diseases.  Insanity  is  but  a symptom  of 
disease  of  the  brain,  and  its  pathological  condition  is  a physi- 
cal one. 

In  this  State,  however,  we  are  not  at  liberty  to  make  com- 
plaint against  the  friends  of  patients  for  not  submitting  them 
to  hospital  treatment  earlier,  for  the  reason  that  we  have  not 
had  the  room  in  which  to  receive  them. 

Thus  it  will  be  seen,  that  a large  and  ample  Asylum  is  not 
only  a demand  of  a humanity  upon  the  people,  but  an  item  also 
of  economy  to  the  State.  The  twenty-three^ who  recovered 
this  year  were  only  recently  attacked,  and  nearly  all  recovered 
within  twelve  months.  Had  they  been  kept  away  until  their 
cases  became  chronic,  it  is  quite  probable  that  some  of  them 
would  have  remained  as  standing  charges  to  the  State,  until 
death  relieved  them  of  their  sufferings  and  the  State  of  an 
additional  tax. 

We  have  much  cause  for  gratitude  for  the  almost  uninter- 
rupted good  health  that  has  blessed  the  institution  during  the 
past  year.  We  have  had  no  epidemic  visitation  and  no  endemic 
diseases.  The  locality  is  a singularly  healthy  "one.  We,  of 
course,  had  some  uneasy  apprehensions  that  the  epidemic  of 
fever,  that  prevailed  in  the  city  of  Jackson  in  the  months  of 
September  and  October,  only  one  mile  and  a half  distant,  would 
visit  us;  and  at  the  same  time,  that  we  did  not  establish  a 
quarantine,  nor  put  a stop  to  all  intercourse  with  the  city,  yet 
we  were  somewhat  careful  to  make  our  visits  to  the  infected 
district  as  short  and  as  seldom  as  practicable.  We  fortunately 
escaped  entirely.  Indeed,  notwithstanding  that  Jackson  has,  on 
several  occasions,  been  visited  by  yellow  fever — twice  in  most 
disastrous  epidemics — there  never  has  been  a case  at  the 
Asylum. 

Regularity  in  all  the . habits  of  life — a thorough  sanitary 
regulation  about  the  grounds,  and  about  the  building,  the  free 
use  of  water  and  other  disinfectants  (not  technically  perhaps, 
but  water  is  the  best),  have  preserved  us  happily  exempt  from 
the  ordinary  diseases  of  the  country,  and  from  the  infectious 
distempers  incideut  to  crowded  wards. 
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Our  table  of  mortality,  which  we  give  below,  will  show  that 
our  diseases  have  belonged  to  that  chronic  list,  that  were 
brought  here  with  the  patients — such  as  consumption,  epilepsy 
and  various  chronic  diseases  of  the  brain,  in  none  of  which  can 
we  scarcely  hope  to  derive  an}*-  but  a palliative  benefit  from 
any  treatment  that  we  may  be  able  to  devise. 

Oui  case  book  shows  that  of  those  who  died  there  were  of 


Consumption 3 

Epilepsy 2 

Softening  of  the  brain 2 

Senile  debility 2 

Maniacal  exhausation 1 

Inflamation  of  the  brain 1 

Marasmus 1 

Suicide 1 

Total 13 


The  case  of  ruicide  was  a peculiarly  sad  one.  The  subject 
of  it  was  a most  learned  and  efficient  member  of  the  last  Legis- 
lature of  Mississippi.  From  his  personal  history  I learned 
that  insanity  was  hereditary  with  him,  and  indeed,  that  about 
fifteen  years  ago,  just  when  he  had  arrived  at  manhood,  he  had 
himself  shown  syptoms  of  mental  disturbance,  which  for 
more  than  a year  had  bordered  on  mania. 

The  session  of  the  Legislature  in  1870  was  long  and  labor- 
ious, and  this  gentleman  was  one  of  its  leading  members.  He 
was  assigned  to  several  of  the  most  important  committees. 
His  industry  and  attention  to  business  was  not  surpassed  by 
any  member  of  the  House.  In  addition  to  digesting  bills  and 
preparing  reports,  he  took  an  active  part  in  the  debates,  and 
soon  acquired  a commanding  .influence.  His  very  activity  and 
promptness  brought  him  prominently  to  the  attention  of  the 
Speaker,  and  was  the  cause  of  his  having  still  more  to  do.  It 
is  a melancholy  coincidence  that  he  took  a most  active  in- 
terest and  a leading  part  in  passing  all  bills  for  the  benefit  of 
the  insane,  as  if  he  had  a presentiment  that  he  himself  would 
be  a beneficiary  of  the  bounty  he  was  preparing.  I remember 
well  his  speech  in  advocacy  of  the  appropriation  to  enlarge 
the  Asylum.  For  eloquence  and  earnest  pathos,  it  was  unsur- 
passed during  the  session. 

Predisposed  to  insanity,  it  appears  that  after  four  months  of 
excessive  mental  labor,  his  mind  constantly  strained  to  its  high- 
est tension,  the  relaxation  which  followed  the  adjournment  of 
the  Legislature  depressed  instead  of  rested  him.  However 
this  may  be,  he  soon  gave  evidence  of  mental  derangement, 
and  it  was  not  long  before  he  was  brought  to  the  Asylum  an  in- 
tellectual wreck,  and  the  unhappy  and  miserable  victim  of 
acute  melancholia,  with  a constantly  increasing  tendency  to 
suicide.  On  the  evening  of  the  18th  day  of  December,  1870, 
he  joined  the  other  patients  of  his  ward  at  supper.  Nothing 
unusual  was  presented  in  his  appearance.  Finishing  his  meal, 
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he  returned  to  his  room.  The  Assistant  Physician  passed 
through  on  his  customary  round  and  found  him  in  all  respects 
quiet  and  apparently  undisturbed.  His  attendant  came  down 
soon  after  to  the  office  to  get  his  usual  dose  of  the  hydrate  of 
chloral  (he  had  suffered  much  for  want  of  sleep),  and  on  his 
return  to  the  patient’s  room,  found  him — dead.  Every  effort 
was  made  to  resuscitate  him,  but  without  avail.  During  the 
short  absence  of  his  attendant,  he  had  procured  a towel  from 
the  roller  in  the  bath  room,  and  twisted  it  into  the  form  of  a 
cord;  had  looped  one  end  around  his  neck  in  a noose,  and  fast- 
ened the  other  to  the  iron  sash  of  his  window,  about  four  feet 
from  the  floor.  He  threw  his  feet  forward  and  thus  suffocated. 
No  blame  could  attach  to  the  attendant  in  charge,  for,  to  have 
prevented  a casualty  of  tkat  kind,  it  would  have  been  neces- 
sary to  have  deprived  the  patient  at  night  of  every  particle  of 
clothing,  as  well  as  bedding.  Strips  torn  from  a sheet  or  pillow- 
case would  have  answered  as  well  as  a towel. 

In  contemplating  his  sad  and  melancholy  fate,  we  should  not 
forget  that  a similar  one  may  be  in  store  for  some  of  us.  In- 
sanity and  its  consequences  are  among  the  casualties  incident 
to  human  life,  and  no  one  can  claim  exemption  from  them ! 

THE  ELOPEMENTS. 

These  were  both  males.  One  was  a 3’oung  man  who,  for  some 
time  before  his  escape  enjoyed,  by  permission,  the  freedom  of 
the  grounds,  upon  his  pledge  of  honor.  He  deceived  us  at  last 
and  ran  away.  He  made  his  way  to  his  home,  and  being  en- 
tirely harmless  and  inoffensive,  I suppose  he  will  not  return, 
as  long  as  his  friends  can  furnish  him  with  a home. 

The  other  had  not  been  at  the  Asylum  a great  while.  He 
escaped  from  his  ward  at  night.  Procuring  a case-knife  at  the 
supper  table,  he  cut  into  the  wooden  frame  of  the  iron  sash  of 
his  window  until  the  end  of  the  sash  was  free.  Then  with  a 
bed  slat  he  broke  the  cast  iron,  and  thus  made  an  opening  large 
enough  for  his  exit.  With  a sheet  he  made  a rope  long  enough 
to  let  him  down  to  the  window  below  (for  he  was  in  the  third 
story).  From  that  point  he  permitted  himself  to  fall  a few 
feet,  to  a scaffold  that  had  been  put  up  by  the  workmen  en- 
gaged on  the  new  wing.  He  was  improving  quite  rapidly,  but 
was  very  restive  under  confinement.  He,  too,  arrived  safely  at 
home,  but  will,  doubtless,  have  to  be  returned.  Escapes  are  al- 
wa}Ts  annoying,  but  sometimes  cannot  be  avoided  without  the 
exercise  of  such  a rigid  vigilance  that  would  convert  the 
Asylum  into  a bastile.  Better  that  a harmless  one  should  now 
and  then  elope  than  that  all  should  be  subjected  to  a degree  of 
surveillance  that  would  be  detrimental  to  the  cure.  Besides, 
the  Asylum  is  not  as  secure  as  a jail,  and  many  patients  are 
quite  ingenious. 

THE  TABLES, 

Which  I herewith  lay  before  you,  will  explain  themselves.  To 
my  professional  brethren  they  will  possess  but  little  if  any 


557 


value.  It  is  so  difficult  to  procure  even  a clue  to  tlie  causes  of 
insanity,  as  it  is  presented  to  us  in  this  State,  that  the  few  facts 
that  I have  been  able  to  collect  are  so  meager  that  I regard  them 
as  almost  entirely  worthless.  I find  it  next  to  impossible  to 
procure  even  a superficial  histoiy  of  the  case  when  it  is  pre- 
sented. A majority  of  the  patients  are  brought  by  sheriffs,  or 
their  deputies,  who  know  nothing  about  the  case;  or,  if  they 
are  brought  by  their  friends,  they  are  anxious. to  get  off  on 
the  next  train,  and  the  result  is,  that  the  information  we  de- 
rive from  this  source  is  very  unsatisfactory.  And,  indeed,  un- 
til a uniform  set  of  tables  is  agreed  upon  by  all  the  Asylums, 
the  statistical  figures  will  scarcely  ever  possess  any  practical 
value. 

The  ones  I give  may  be  of  some  interest  to  you  and  to  the 
Legislature.  At  all  events,  it  is  the  fashion  to  have  tables  in 
reports,  and  I comply  with  the  requirements  of  custom  to  this 
extent. 


Table  No.  2. 

SHOWING  the  ages  of  those  now  present  in  the  Asylum, 


Between  5 and  10  years 
Between  10  and  20  years 
Between  20  and  30  years 
Between  30  and  40  years 
Between  40  and  50  years 
Between  50  and  60  years 
Between  60  and  70  years 
Between  70  and  80  years 
Unknown  


2 

6 

32 

53 

30 

21 

13 

1 

4 


Total 


162 


Table  No.  3. 

SHOWING  the  form  of  disease  when  admitted , of  162 
patients  now  present. 


Monomania 

Acute  mania. 
Chronic  mania. . . 

Dementia 

Melancholia  .... 
Epileptic  mania. 
Periodical  mania 
Puerperal  mania 

Total 


9 

16 

90 

14 
11 

15 
5 
2 

162 
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Table  No.  4. 

SIIO  WING  the  form  of  disease  of  those  who  were  dis- 
charged recovered . 


Chronic  mania. 
Acute  mania. . . 
Methomania  . . . 
Puerperal  mania 
Melancholia.  . . . 

Total 


10 

9 

1 

1 

2 

23 


Table  No.  5. 

SHOWING  the  number,  sex , and  result  of  750  cases  ad- 
mitted into  the  Asyluyn  since  its  opening  in  January , 
1855,  to  Dec . 1**,  1871. 


MALES. 

FEMALES. 

TOTAL. 

Whole  number  admitted 

429 

321 

750 

Discharged  recovered 

124 

75 

199 

Discharged  improved 

31 

35 

66 

Discharged  unimproved 

39 

33 

72 

Eloped 

43 

• 6 

49 

Died 

95 

67 

162 

Remaining  in  Asvlum 

85 

77 

162 

Table  No.  6. 


SHOWING  the  ages  when  admitted  of  those  present  % 


Between  5 and  10  years . 
Between  10  and  20  years 
Between  20  and  30  years 
Between  30  and  40  years 
Between  40  and  50  years 
Between  50  and  60  years 
Between  60  and  70  years 
Unknown 


2 


54 

45 

25 

17 

3 

8 


Total 


162 
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Table  No.  7. 


SH 0 l^ING  the  length  of  time  those  who  recovered  were 
under  treatment  in  the  Asylum. 


Under  three  months 

Between  three  and  six  months 
Between  six  and  twelve  months 
Between  one  and  two  years.  . . . 


11 

4 

4 

4 


Total. 


23 


Table  No.  8. 

SIIO  WING  the  domestic  state  of  750  patients,  admitted 
into  the  Asylum  since  1855. 


Married  . . 
Single 
Widows . . 
Widowers 
Unknown. 


281 

367 

28 

48 

26 


Total 


750 


Table  No.  9. 

SHOWING  the  religious  belief  of  those  admitted  since 
the  opening  of  the  Asylum,  in  1855. 


Methodist 

135 

Baptists  

142 

Presbyterians 

67 

Episcopals  

26 

Christians 

5 

Catholics 

42 

Hebrews  

7 

Calvanists 

3 

Lutherans  . 

2 

Unknown 

321 

Total 

750 
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Table  No.  10. 


SIIO  WING  the  degree  of  education  of  those  now  present. 


Good .... 
Moderate . 
Limited.  . 
None 
Unknown . 

Total 


50 

20 

55 

30 

7 

162 


Table  No.  11. 

SIIO  WING  the  domestic  state  of  those  present. 


bnknown . 
Married.  . 
Single 
Widowers 
Widows . . 

Total 


10 

64 

73 

5 

10 

162 


Table  No.  12. 

« 

SII O WING  the  degree  of  education  of  those  admitted 
since  the  opening  of  the  Asylnm , in  1855. 


Good 

Limited . . , 
Moderate . 

None 

Unknown . 

Total 


217 

246 

138 

128 

21 

750 
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Table  No.  13, 

SHOWING  the  length  of  time  those  present  have  been 
in  the  Asylum. 


Admitted  in  1855 
Admitted  in  1856 
Admitted  in  1857 
Admitted  in  1858 
Admitted  in  1859 
Admitted  in  1860 
Admitted  in  1861 
Admitted  in  1862 
Admitted  in  1863 
Admitted  in  1864 
Admitted  in  1865 
Admitted  in  1866 
Admitted  in  1867 
Admitted  in  1868 
Admitted  in  1869 
Admitted  in  1870 
Admitted  in  1871 . 


14 

7 
2 
6 
4 
3 

8 
3 
0 
3 

10 

8 

9 

10 

13 

13 

49 


Total 


162 


Table  No.  14. 


SIIO  WING  the  nativity  of  all  those  who  have  been  ad- 
mitted into  the  Asylum  since  1855. 


Alabama 

74 

Canada 

3 

Arkansas 

1 

Connecticut  . 

1 

Mississippi 

256 

Maine  

2 

Tennessee 

67 

Michigan 

1 

North  Carolina 

46 

Ohio 

2 

South  Carolina 

42 

New  York 

4 

Virginia 

39 

Vermont 

2 

Georgia 

38 

Ireland  

44 

Kentucky  

9 

Germany  ...  . 

14 

Louisiana 

12 

Switzerland 

6 

Mar}dand 

5 

Prussia 

3 

Pennsylvania 

4 

France  

3 

Missouri 

4 

England . . . 

2 

Indiana 

3 

Italy 

6 

Texas 

4 

West  Indies  . . . 

2 

New  Jersey 

2 

Unknown 

49 

Total .* 

750 

A— 36 
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Table  No.  15. 


SHOWING  the  number  of  patients  admitted  from  the 
several  counties  of  the  State , and  other  States , since 
1855. 


Alcorn  

2 

Madison  .... 

33 

Adams 

21 

Marshall. . . 

17 

Amite 

8 

Monroe 

6 

Attala 

11 

Neshoba  . . 

5 

Bolivar 

2 

Newton 

7 

Benton 

1 

Noxubee 

17 

Calhoun 

7 

Oktibbeha . . . 

6 

Carroll 

24 

Panola 

8 

Chickasaw 

4 

Pike 

8 

Choctaw 

11 

Pontotoc 

18 

Claiborne 

11 

Prentiss 

2 

Clarke  

12 

Rankin 

18 

Coahoma 

5 

Scott 

9 

Copiah 

16 

Simpson 

7 

Covington 

10 

Smith 

7 

DeSoto 

22 

Tallahatchie 

4 

Franklin 

3 

Tippah 

27 

Greene 

2 

Tishomingo 

22 

FT  an cock 

2 

Tunica 

3 

Harrison . . 

4 

Union 

3 

Hinds 

58 

Warren 

53 

Holmes 

18 

Washington 

3 

Itawamba 

16 

Wilkinson 

12 

Jackson  

2 

Winston 

10 

Jasper 

13 

Yalobusha 

23 

Jefferson 

10 

Yazoo 

18 

Kemper 

7 

Louisiana 

10 

Lincoln 

1 

Texas 

4 

Lafayette 

21 

Arkansas 

2 

Lauderdale 

17 

Alabama 

3 

Lawrence. . . 

9 

Indian  Territory 

2 

Leake 

8 

Army 

1 

Lowndes 

15 

Unknown  

7 

Lee  . 

3 

Total 

750 
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Table  No.  16. 


SHOWING  the  occupation  of  those  admitted  since  the 
opening  of  the  Asylum , in  1855. 


193 

Painters 

3 

46 

Students 

4 

15 

Saddlers 

2 

66 

Lawyers 

4 

36 

Druggists 

2 

13 

Well- diggers . 

2 

19 

Washerwomen 

3 

1 

Printers 

2 

12 

Organ  Grinder 

1 

13 

Pilot 

1 

2 

Barkeeper  

1 

12 

Ministers 

2 

9 

Carriage  Maker 

1 

9 

Butcher 

1 

7 

Book-keepers 

2 

4 

Engineers 

2 

4 

Moulder 

1 

4 

Brick-masons 

5 

3 

Cook 

1 

None  

192 

3 

3 

Unknown 

41 

750 

Farmers 

Farmers’  wives 

Farmers’  daughters. 

Laborers 

Housewives 

Teachers  

Physicians 

Plrysicians’  wives. . . 

Overseers 

Merchants 

Merchants’  wives . . . 

Carpenters 

Seamstresses 

Clerks 

Planters 

Sailors 

Shoemakers 

Gardeners 

Loafers 

Tailors 

Housekeepers 

Editors 

Total 


THE  NEW  WINGS. 

It  is  well  known  to  you,  gentlemen,  that  the  last  Legisla- 
ture, in  compliance  with  my  earnest  entreaty,  made  an  appro- 
priation for  the  purpose  of  building  two  new  wings  to  the 
Asylum.  It  gratifies  me  to  be  able  to  inform  you  that  the 
work  has  been  steadily  progressing  since  the  contract  was  let 
out,  and,  as  far  as  I am  able  to  judge,  in  a very  proper  and  sat- 
isfactory manner.  But  it  will  be  several  months  yet  before 
they  will  be  ready  for  their  occupants.  ( The  Governor  and 
Legislature  will  find  a more  particular  account  of  this  matter 
in  the  report  of  the  Commissioners  appointed  to  superintend 
the  work.) 

In  the  meantime,  as  the  officer  whose  duty  it  is  to  inform 
himself  as  to  the  wants  of  the  people  in  this  department,  and 
through  him,  make  them  known  to  the  Governor,  the  interests 
of  the  unfortunate  insane  of  the  State,  require  me  to  say  that 
sufficient  provision  for  the  accommodation  of  all  that  unfortu- 
nate class  will  not  have  been  made,  even  after  the  two  new 
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wings  shall  have  been  completed.  I regret  the  necessity  of 
calling  upon  a generous  Legislature  for  another  appropriation, 
but  it  is  my  duty  to  set  forth  the  facts,  as  they  exist.  I would 
stop  short  of  my  duty  were  I to  fail  to  do  that;  and  if  I seem 
as  importunate  as  Oliver  Twist,  who  was  always  crying  for 
“ more,”  it  is  because  I feel  myself  standing  as  the  only  mouth- 
piece of  those  in  our  State  who  have  friends  bereft  of  their 
reason.  If  I could  lay  before  the  Legislature,  in  such  a form 
as  would  command  attention,  the  letters  I daily  receive,  ap- 
pealing for  room  and  imploring  for  the  admission  of  a wife, 
mother  or  daughter,  who  is  frequently  represented  as  being 
tied  at  home  with  ropes  and  chains,  and  in  many  instances 
in  the  county  jail;  and  if  I could  subject  the  Legislature  to  a 
part  of  the  mortification  I feel  in  being  compelled  daily  to 
write  the  chilling  “ no,  ” in  the  softest  and  gentlest  phrase 
that  my  control  of  the  language  will  enable  me  to  make,  that 
bod}T  would  then  appreciate  more  fully  the  motive  for  the  zeal 
with  which  I again  press  the  matter  of  enlargement  upon  its 
attention. 

At  this  moment  I drop  this  paper  to  reply  to  a letter  from  a 
physician  who  applies  for  the  admission  of  a female  who  has 
been  insane  for  some  time,  and  who,  a few  weeks  ago,  wandered 
off  in  the  woods,  as  a wild  beast,  and  was  not  captured  until 
she  had  gone  forty  miles  from  home.  I am  compelled  to  say 
to  her  friends  that  we  have  no  room  in  the  Asylum,  and  that 
they  must  wait  until  the,  State  gives  it  to  me. 

Perhaps  I cannot  do  better  than  transcribe,  just  here,  a letter 
that  I addressed  to  you,  gentlemen,  more  than  eighteen 
months  ago: 

“ Mississippi  State  Lunatic  Asylum, 
“Jackson,  Miss.,  May  20,  1870. 

“ To  the  Board  of  Trustees , Mississippi  State  Lunatic  Asylum  : 

“ Gentlemen — I do  not  propose  to  make  a formal  report  of 
matters  connected  with  the  Mississippi  State  Lunatic  Asylum 
now. 

“ I have  been  its  Superintendent  too  short  a time  for  that. 
But  there  is  one  great  fact  standing  prominently  out,  and  over- 
shadowing those  of  minuter  detail,  which  has  attracted  my  at- 
tention, and  to  which  I desire  to  rivet  yours. 

“ I allude  to  the  want  of  capacity  in  the  Asylum  building  to 
subserve  the  purpose  for  which  its  erection  was  intended.  To 
those  not  particularly  acquainted  with  the  subject,  it  may  seem 
that  ample  provision  has  already  been  made  for  the  insane  of 
the  State.  But  in  truth,  the  reports  of  the  Superintendents 
and  of  the  Trustees,  for  the  last  ten  years,  show  that  this  pro- 
vision has  not  been  commensurate  with  their  number;  and 
with  every  succeeding  year  the  demands  upon  the  institution 
have  been  increasing.  To  contend  that  the  public  duty  has 
been  fully  discharged,  when  a certain  number  of  rooms  were 
prepared  fifteen  years  ago,  and  a certain  amount  of  money  had 
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been  expended,  is  simply  to  ignore  the  principle  upon  which- 
that  duty  is  founded. 

“ If  the  helpless  insane  are  the  wards  of  the  State,  then  each 
and  all  of  them  are  equally  entitled  to  its  care  and  protection. 
To  extend  them  to  one  and  withold  them  from  another,  is  to 
act  the  pait  of  an  unnatural  guardian.  And  yet  this  is  exactly 
what  has  been  done.  Even  as  far  back  as  1859,  the  Board  of 
Supervisors  of  the  institution,  in  presenting  the  report  of  the 
Superintendent  to  the  Governor,  urged  the  necessity  of  in- 
creasing the  capacity  of  the  Asylum.  The  Superintendent’s 
report  for  that  year  made  an  exhibit  of  one  hundred  and  ten 
patients,  and  stated  that  he  had  been  compelled,  during  the 
year,  to  send  some  male  patients  home,  for  want  of  room. 
What  would  that  Board  of  Supervisors  say  now  to  one  hundred 
and  fifty -five  occupying  the  same  rooms  ? 

“At  this  writing  I have  no  means  of  knowing  the  exact 
number  of  insane  persons  in  the  State,  but  from  some  facts  in 
my  possession  I have  no  doubt  but  there  are  many  more  outside 
of  the  institution  than  there  are  in  it — that  more  than  one-half 
of  those  entitled  to  our  fostering  care  are  deprived  of  it  for  want 
of  room.  At  this  moment  there  are  many  in  jails  and  other 
places  of  confinement,  who  are  clearly  entitled  to  the  privileges 
of  an  hospital  as  any  of  those  who  have  been  actually  received 
within  its  walls.  But  the  utmost  capacity  of  this  institution 
has  long  since  been  reached,  or  more  truly  speaking,  stretched 
to  a point  quite  incompatible  with  the  highest  measure  of  suc- 
cess. I am  sure  the  public  does  not  know  what  a crowded  hos- 
pital for  the  insane  implies.  When  a hospital  intended  for 
one  hundred  patients  is  made  to  receive  one  hundred  and  fifty, 
they  excite  and  disturb  each  other;  dangerous  and  even  mur- 
derous collisions,  fearful  to  think  of,  are  almost  unavoidable  ; 
the  amount  of  ventillation  is  deficient,  and  consequently  the 
air  of  the  house  is  loaded  with  effluvia  calculated  to  produce 
disease. 

“ It  is  impossible  to  classify  the  patients;  that  is,  to  make 
such  a judicious  distribution  of  them,  as  will  conduce  to  the 
exact  welfare  of  each  and  every  individual.  We  have  three 
wards  for  each  sex.  In  the  basement  or  first  ward  we  place 
idiots,  imbeciles,  confirmed  epileptics,  and  the  more  unman- 
ageable incurables.  Some  of  these  are  occasionally  wild  with 
the  most  frightful  mania.  In  the  second  ward  we  place  a bet- 
ter class — those  who  are  habitually  or  nearly  always  quiet  and 
orderly — those  who  are  under  hopeful  treatment,  and  the  better 
educated  classes,  who  would  be  shocked  into  active  mania  by 
the  boisterous  blasphemy,  and  frequent  furious  outbreaks  of 
the  first  ward.  In  the  third  ward,  we  have  still  a better  class — 
those  who  are  improving,  and  the  convalescent — the  mild  and 
gentle,  and  those  who  have  been  accustomed  to  the  best 
society. 

“These  are  the  varieties  of  our  accommodations  for  the 
insane.  Now  suppose  a patient  with  acute  mania  is  presented 
for  treatment!  However  violent  may  be  the  attack,  and  how 
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ever  much  excited  and  unmanageable  he  may  be,  if  the  case 
be  recent , he  belongs  to  the  class  most  usualty  cured  by  timely 
and  proper  treatment.  What  shall  we  do  with  him,  wild  and 
raving  as  he  is,  in  his  ropes  and  chains?  Send  him  to  the  first 
ward  to  have  his  mania  confirmed,  and  become  incurable  by 
the  almost  incessant  excitement  that  would  surround  him? 

“ It  would  be  better  for  him  to  be  chained  to  the  floor  in  a 
solitary  dungeon,  without  a ray  of  light,  than  to  be  committed 
to  such  a bedlam.  Such  a confinement  would  be  fatal  to  him. 
On  the  oth^r  hand,  should  we,  in  our  sympathy  for  the  indi- 
vidual, carry  him  to  the  second  or  third  wards,  we  would 
endanger  the  recover,  and  perhaps  cause  the  relapse  of  those 
who  may  be  improving,  by  subjecting  them  to  the  influence  of 
his  ravings.  Then  what  should  we  do  with  him?  The  duty  of 
the  State  is  plain — let  there  be  room  enough  for  all!  Increase 
the  capacity  of  the  present  building,  by  adding  a wing  to  each 
extremity;  for,  let  it  be  distinctly  understood  that,  to  place  a 
patient  in  a crowded  Asylum,  is  to  inflict  a positive  injury  on 
many  for  the  doubtful  chance  of  benefiting  one. 

If  the  matter  of  economy  should  claim  a place  in  the  con- 
sideration of  this  subject,  then  I am  prepared  to  demonstrate 
from  statistics,  and  from  the  testimony  of  the  most  celebrated 
authors,  that  the  State  is,  and  will  be,  annually  burdened  with 
the  life-long  support  of  persons,  who,  if  subjected  to  early  hos- 
pital treatment,  might  have  been  restored  to  society;  and  that, 
in  the  long  run,  the  expense  of  such  treatment  would  be  far 
less  than  the  supporting  of  the  friendless,  homeless,  chronic, 
and  incurable  insane,  as  they  are  now  supported. 

“ If  the  condition  of  the  Asylum  proper  is  a sad  and  deplora- 
ble one,  w~hat  will  become  of  our  ideas  and  emotions  of  hu- 
manity when  we  take  a look  into  the  ward  wrhich  has  been  pro- 
vided for  the  colored  insane — those  poorest  of  the  poor  unfor- 
tunates. The  building  which  has  been  appropriated  to  them, 
as  3'ou  are  aware,  was  originally  intended,  and  I suppose  was. 
for  a time,  used  as  a ten-pin  alley,  for  the  recreation  and 
amusement  ot  convalescents.  It  is  a very  low  structure — the 
eaves  being  scarcely  more  than  twelve  feet  from  the  ground, 
the  ventillation  must,  of  necessitj",  be  imperfect.  This  makes 
it  impossible  for  us  to  avail  ourselves  of  that  great  and  indis- 
pensible  sanitary  necessity — pure,  fresh  air.  In  an  atmosphere 
loaded  with  the  sickening  affluvia,  exhaled  from  filthy  human 
bodies,  a state  of  physical  health  for  any  considerable  period 
is  scarcely  possible.  It  is  impossible  to  cool  such  a structure 
in  summer,  and  equally  so  to  warm  it  in  winter.  Much  suffer 
ing  has  already  been  entailed  upon  its  miserable  inmates ; and, 
in  that  building,  it  is  not  in  the  power  of  the  Superintendent 
to  make  them  even  comparatively  comfortable.  The  success- 
ful treatment  of  these  patients  is  out  of  the  question.  Should 
one  ever  reeover,  it  will  be  in  spite  of  all  the  agencies  and 
circumstances  which  could  possibly  tend  to  aggravate  the  dis- 
order. They  must,  therefore,  sooner  or  later,  become  afflicted 
with  physical  disease,  and  die,  or  become  hopeless  and  con- 
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firmed  incurables,  and  drag  out  their  wretched  existence  as 
chronic  charges  upon  the  misdirected  charity  of  the  State. 
And  when  I intimate  that  the  sexes  can  scarcely  be  kept  sepa- 
rate, you  must  conclude  with  me,  that  this  establishment  for 
the  colored,  representing  as  it  does,  our  charity  and  benefi- 
cence to  these  people^  is  a standing  reproach,  and  if  the  remedy 
is  not  applied,  will  be  a monument  of  disgrace  to  our  State, 
and  an  outrage  upon  every  idea  of  humanity;  an  outrage  which 
should  incense  the  people,  if  they  knew  the  facts,  as  they  can 
be  demonstrated  to  any  visitor  who  will  devote  to  the  inspec- 
tion, five  minutes  of  his  time. 

“In  the  name  of  these  unfortunates,  who  cannot  plead  their 
own  cause,  I appeal  to  you  to  bestir  yourselves  in  bringing 
this  matter  before  the  Legislature,  in  such  an  impressive  man- 
ner that  that  body  shall  not  be  ignorant  of  the  wants  of  the 
Institution  as  above  set  forth.  The  duties  of  all  are  prescribed 
by  the  Constitution  and  laws  of  the  State.  Your  Superin- 
tendent will  not  shrink  from  his ; but  the  responsibility  for 
neglect  and  disaster  will  be  placed  upon  the  proper  shoulders. 

“ I have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully, 

“ Your  obedient  servant, 

“WM.  M.  COMPTON, 

“ Superintendent .” 

As  a supplement  to  the  foregoing,  I need  only  add  that  with 
the  exception  of  the  relief  furnished  by  the  State  Hospital  at 
Vicksburg,  we  are  in  the  same  condition  now  that  we  were  then. 
The  new  wings  will  furnish  room  for  one  hundred  and  fifty  ad- 
ditional patients,  and  we  have  enough  of  pressing  applicants  on 
our  list  now  to  fill  every  new  room  on  the  very  day  that  the  keys 
are  handed  to  us.  Especially  will  this  be  the  case  in  the  female 
department.  I do  not  know  that  there  are  more  females  than 
males  insane  in  the  State;  but  there  are  more  applicants.  This 
may  be  accounted  for,  in  part  at  least,  by  the  fact  that,  in 
many  instances,  a harmless  imbecile  male  is  allowed  to  ramble 
about  the  country,  so  long  as  he  does  no  positive  injury  to 
himself  or  others;  whereas,  seclusion  is  sought  for  the  female, 
in  order  that  she  may  be  protected. 

Is  it  thought  that  we  are  having  a heavy  increase  in  the  num- 
ber of  insane  in  the  State?  This  may  or  may  not  be  true.  I have 
no  statistics  upon  which  to  predicate  an  opinion.  But  is  it 
thought  that  we  have  a large  number  in  proportion  to  our  popu- 
lation? Look  at  the  tabulated  statements  in  other  countries  and 
other  States!  Without  intending  to  enter  into  details  on  this  sub- 
ject, I may  refer  to  the  report  of  the  “Commissioners  in  Lunacy” 
of  England,  made  in  July  last,  in  which  it  is  recorded  that  out 
of  a population  of  22,090,163,  there  were  a total  number  of  lu- 
natics, idiots,  and  persons  of  unsound  mind,  of  54,713,  making 
the  ratio  of  2.47  per  1000,  or  about  5 fgr  every  two  thousand 
persons,  or  one  in  four  hundred.  About  three-fifths  of  these 
were  “ under  detention,”  or  under  treatment  in  hospitals.  If 
the  State  of  Mississippi  should  present  the  same  proportion, 
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her  population  of  800,000  would  contain  2,000  “lunatics,  idiots, 
and  persons  of  unsound  mind — and  making  an  estimate  of 
those  who  should  be  under  detention,”  we  would  have  in  our 
borders  1,200  persons  who  should  now  be  in  hospitals.  I grant 
that  it  is  hardly  fair  to  compare  the  State  of  Mississippi,  whose 
broad  acres  and  comparatively  new  and  enterprising  popula- 
tion, have  exempted  her  from  the  degenerating  influences  which 
attach  to  old  and  thickly  crowded  England.  We  are  free  from 
the  physical  and  mental  degeneracy  that  follows  intermarriage, 
and  the  corrupting  influences  of  crowded  vice  and  pauperism, 
that  continue  to  send  down,  from  generation  to  generation,  an 
heriditary  taint,  that  increases  in  virulence  the  farther  it  goes. 
But  in  our  own  country,  in  States  where  the  statistical  facts 
have  been  carefully  compiled,  it  is  shown  that  one  person  in  every 
Jive  hundred  of  the  population  is  insane.  This  would  give  us 
1,600  persons,  three-fifths  of  whom  (more  than  1000),  according 
to  English  statistics,  do  require  detention  of  some  sort.  The 
last  United  States  census  shows  that,  in  a population  of  less 
than  40,000,000  we  have  37,382  lunatics  and  24,527  idiots.  Those 
classed  as  lunatics  are  those  who  have  to  be  restrained.  Con- 
ceding that  Mississippi  contains  a due  proportion  of  these  un- 
fortunates, we  would  have  in  our  population  of  800,000,  at  least 
one  for  every  thousand,  under  the  most  rigid  calculation.  The 
State  of  Massachusetts,  with  a population  of  about  1,100,000, 
according  to  the  report  of  the  “ Board  of  State  Charities,” 
during  the  twelve  months  preceding  the  30th  day  of  Septem- 
ber, 1870,  had  under  treatment  in  her  hospitals  for  the  insane, 
2,122  persons,  or  about  one  for  every  five  hundred  of  her  popu- 
lation. But  Massachusetts  has  three  large  Asylums,  while  we 
have  only  one  small  one  in  a population  less  than  one-third 
smaller.  A careful  review  of  the  foregoing  figures  may  look 
startling,  and  they  are. 

But  what  I rely  upon  mainly  in  making  the  appeal  for  addi- 
tional room  in  the  Asylum,  is  the  plain,  tangible  fact  of  a huge 
pile  of  applications  now  spread  before  me  and  recorded  on  my 
register.  The  practical  question,  therefore,  that  now  stares  the 
Legislature  in  the  face  is,  whether  it  shall  be  our  purpose  to 
furnish  adequate  protection,  care  and  treatment  to  all  the  in- 
sane of  Mississippi,  or  whether  the  State  will  confine  its  atten- 
tion to  only  a portion  of  them.  Fourteen  of  our  inmates  now 
present  have  been  the  recipients  of  the  bounty  and  charity  of 
the  State  for  the  last  seventeen  years.  Are  they  more  entitled 
to  it  than  fourteen  others,  who  only  a few  months  ago  became 
insane,  and  who  are  now  compelled  to  spend  the  cold  winter  in 
a loathsome  jail,  because  there  is  no  room  for  them  in  the 
Asylum?  It  would  be  a gross  injustice  to  turn  out  the  fourteen 
old  ones  to  make  room  for  the  new.  although  there  may  be  a 
probability  of  curing  a large  proportion  of  the  latter,  while  no 
such  prospect  exists  in  the  former.  Both  cry  aloud  to  the 
Legislature  for  a home  and  for  treatment,  and  the  claims  of 
both  are  alike  pressing  upon  us.  Just  as  I write  this  my  eye 
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falls  upon  the  following  paragraph  in  the  Southern  Herald , a 
newspaper  published  in  the  county  of  Amite: 

“An  insane  man,  named  Robinson,  who  for  several  months 
had  been  confined  in  the  Woodville  jail,  died  in  our  town  on 
Wednesday  last,  while  on  his  way  to  the  Asylum,  in  Jackson. 
There  are  circumstances  connected  with  his  death  that  have 
the  appearance,  at  least,  of  heartless  inhumanity.  The  man 
was  very  much  emaciated  from  his  long  confinement  and  recent 
sickness.  He  was  sent  from  Woodville  on  Tuesday  last,  in  an 
uncomfortable  hack,  in  charge  of  two  negroes.  They  arrived 
in  town  at  a late  hour  in  the  night,  and  put  up  at  the  hotel  (?) 
of  Jim  Saturday.  On  Wednesday  morning  he  was  placed  in 
the  hack  and  securely  tied.  Several  persons  wTho  were  present 
say  that  he  was  in  a dying  condition.  After  going  out  a short 
distance,  on  the  Summit  road,  the  hack  returned,  and  the  man 
was  taken  from  it — dead.  We  have  no  comments  to  make.  ” 

Nor  have  I any  comments  to  make.  The  sad  recital  speaks 
for  itself.  I make  no  reflection  upoi*  the  mode  of  transporta- 
tion, nor  upon  the  style  of  the  accommodations  “ at  the  hotel 
(?)  of  Jim  Saturday.  ” The  important  part  of  the  stoiy  is  told 
in  the  line,  “for  several  months  in  the  Woodville  jail  !”  The 
death  of  poor  Robinson  is  noticed  because  the  unusual  cir- 
cumstances came  under  the  eye  of  a village  editor.  How  many 
others  have  met  a similar  fate? 

C 

OUR  COLORED  INSANE. 

In  connection  with  the  demand  for  enlargement  of  our  Asy- 
lum accommodations,  I must  be  pardoned  for  making  a special 
allusion  to  the  wants  of  our  colored  insane.  Up  to  this  time 
they  have  received  scarcely  any  consideration  at  the  hands  of 
our  State.  The  accommodations  provided  for  them  are  de- 
scribee1 on  page  17.  The  few  that  could  be  received  at  all, 
occupied  the  old  ten-pin  alley.  They  occupy  it  now. 

At  the  date  of  my  letter  to  you  ("May,  1870),  the  Asylum 
proper  was  full  to  repletion  of  white  persons.  Changes  being 
made,  one  by  one,  it  has  been  kept  full  ever  since.  The  new 
wings,  not  yet  completed,  have. afforded  us  no  additional  room, 
and  even  a fair  division  between  the  races  of  the  new  wings, 
when  completed,  will  not  give  us  sufficient  room  in  which  to 
receive  one-half  of  those  colored  insane  persons  whose  friends 
are  clamoring  at  our  doors. 

I make  no  appeal  to  a new  political  element  in  our  State, 
wdien  I say  that  insane  persons  of  color  have  been  sadly  neg- 
lected, and  that  provision  for  their  proper  care  and  treatment 
should  be  made  as  earl}T  as  possible.  1 regard  the  fact  as  set- 
tled, that  white  and  colored  persons  cannot  be  properly  and 
successfully  treated  in  the  same  wards  of  an  hospital  for  the 
insane.  I do  not  deem  it  necessary,  nor  do  I propose  to  argue 
the  question  of  caste  in  this  report.  That  a feeling  of  caste 
does  exist,  every  one  knows,  and  I take  it  as  an  existing  fact. 
Popular  prejudices  are  almost  always  intensified  in  the  insane 
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mind,  and  this  idea  of  caste  is  not  an  exception  to  the  rule. 
Such  being  the  fact,  I do  not  hesitate  to  assert  that  the  Lunatic 
Asjdum  is  not  the  proper  place  to  attempt  to  educate  out  of  a 
person  an  inborn  idea.  Then  separate  wards  must  be  assigned 
to  the  two  races.  They  may  be  a part  of  the  same  building, 
or  a separate  building  may  be  erected  a short . distance  from 
the  present  one,  as  has  been  done  at  the  National  Asylum  at 
Washington,  and  at  Longview,  in  Ohio,  and  still  remain  under 
the  control  of  the  same  officers,  and  be  supplied  by  the  same 
machinery. 

But  the  manner  of  enlarging  our  accommodations  for  the 
insane,  whether  by  making  further  additions  to  the  present 
building,  or  by  erecting  a new  asylum  separate  and  apart  from 
it,  is  a matter  which  may  very  properly  be  referred  to  the  de- 
liberations of  an  appropriate  committee  of  the  Legislature, 
with  whom  your  Superintendent  will  take  pleasure  in  confer- 
ring at  the  proper  time.  *1  have  requested  the  obliging  State 
Architect,  Mr.  Willis,  to  draw  a sketch  of  the  plan  of  enlarge- 
ment, which  I deem  most  useful  as  well  as  economical,  and  pre- 
pare an  estimate  of  the  probable  cost,  which  will  be  ready  for 
the  inspection  of  those  who  may  feel  interested  in  the  enter- 
prise, at  the  proper  time. 

I cannot  close  this  branch  of  my  report  without  expressing, 
in  the  name  of  our  insane,  my  profound  acknowledgments  to 
the  last  Legislature  for  the  prompt  and  liberal  manner  in  which 
they  responded  to  my  appeal  two  years  ago.  It  was  only 
necessaiy  to  explain  the  necessity  of  the  appropriation  for  en- 
largement, and  they  came  forward  with  scarcely  a dissenting 
voice  to  the  relief  of  this  most  unfortunate  class  of  our  fellow- 
mortals.  And  to  the  credit  of  the  great  masses  of  the  people 
of  the  State,  be  it  spoken,  that  notwithstanding  the  extreme 
heat  and  bitterness  of  the  late  political  canvass,  when  the 
charge  of  high  taxes  was  a leading  complaint,  not  one  word 
•was  uttered  against  the  appropriation  which  was  made  for  the 
care  of  our  insane.  Politics  was  not  permitted  to  enter  the 
field  and  defile  the  sanctity  of  our  public  charities.  This  was 
a theater  too  sacred  for  political  broils  or  for  party  wrangles; 
Democrats  and  Republicans  voted  alike  on  these  measures. 
Let  politics  never  enter  this  fair  domain!  Let  the  department 
of  our  humane  charity  never  be  invaded  and  polluted  by  politi- 
cal considerations;  but  on  this  common  ground  of  a high*  and 
holy  civilization,  let  us  meet  and  give  to  the  subject  that 
thought  and  attention  that  a civilized  people  owe  to  their  un- 
fortunate fellows.  The  generous  people  of  Mississippi  never 
yet  failed  to  approve  and  endorse  the  most  liberal  provisions 
for  the  care  of  her  unfortunates. 

PAYING  PATIENTS. 

We  have  no  “paying  patients”  now.  The  last  Legislature 
passed  an  Act  making. this  institution  free  to  all  classes  of  our 
citizens.  In  some  instances  it  may  be,  and  doubtless  is,  unfair 
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to  require  the  tax  payers,  in  general,  to  support  as  a beneficiary 
an  individual  whose  estate  is  amply  sufficient  to  pay  all  the  ex- 
penses of  board,  clothing  and  attention.  -But  the  plan  of 
mixing  paying  patients  with  non-paying  ones  does  not  work 
well,  and  we  had  no  means  of  separating  them;  and  as  a con- 
sequence, all  were  treated  exactly  alike.  This  has  very  often 
been  a source  of  complaint  on  the  part  of  paying  patients,  and 
even  with  some  of  their  inconsiderate  friends.  The  claim  that 
money  asserts  in  the  outside  world,  follows  its  possessor  into 
the  words  of  the  Asylum,  and  if  the  paying  patient  is  not  sup- 
plied with  something  a little  better  than  the  non-paying  ones, 
he  or  she  feels  a sense  of  injustice  that  renders  the  patient  dis- 
satisfied, and  to  that  extent,  exerts  a deleterious  influence 
affecting  not  only  the  good  order  of  tbe  institution,  but  the  wel- 
fare of  the  individual.  Such  is  the  power  of  wealth  that, 
though  its  possessor  be  a drivelling  imbecile,  it  is  not  uncom- 
mon to  see  attendants  aftected  by  it  in  their  treatment  of  pa- 
tients. 

In  addition  to  this,  the  fact  of  having  to  pay  $25  or  $30  per 
month  for  the  board  of  a patient  at  the  Lunatic  Asylum  has,  I 
feel  assured,  in  many  instances,  caused  the  family  of  moderate 
means  to  defer  the  expense  as  long  as  possible,  with  the  hope 
of  ultimately  curing  the  patient  at  home;  and  thus,  perhaps 
make  a chronic  and  incurable  case  out  of  one  that  an  early 
admittance  might  have  restored  to  health  and  to  society. 
Many  proud,  but  poor  persons,  shrink  from  the  idea  of  being 
classed  among  paupers,  and  in  order  to  conceal  the  uncomfort- 
able fact,  they  labor  and  toil  with  the  afflicted  one  until  the 
golden  moment  of  cure  has  passed,  and  the  patient  is  com- 
pelled at  last  to  go  to  the  Asyhim,  there  to  remain  until  the 
“reaper”  claims  his  own.  Under  the  present  system  of  having 
no  paying  patients  whatever,  the  question  of  financial  ability 
is  not  asked.  We  therefore  have  no  paupers.  If  a few  have 
been  relieved  from  this  burden  of  support,  which  they  were 
amply  able  to  bear,  it  is  only  a few.  I think  there  were  only 
about  fourteen  paying  patients  on  the  list  when  the  law  took 
effect,  and  some  of  them,  hard  pressed  no  doubt,  were  largely 
in  arrears.  The  Secretary  of  your  Board  well  knows  how 
difficult  it  was  to  collect  the  quarterly  installments,  in  the  ma- 
jority of  cases. 

Another  consideration  in  favor  of  the  present  system,  as  far 
as  the  management  of  the  Asylum  is  concerned  is,  thet  in 
making  the  estimates  for  an  annual  support  fund,  allowance 
was  always  made  for  the  mone}7  that  was  expected  to  be  derived 
from  this  source;  and  up  to  this  time  in  the  history  of  the 
institution,  all  of  this  fund  never  did  come,  and  the  result  has 
been  that  a subsequent  Legislature  has  invariably  been  com- 
pelled to  provide  for  a deficit.  This  will  not  be  the  case  this 
year,  for  the  first  time  since  the  organization  of  the  institution. 

Nevertheless,  we  have  a few  patients  who  are  amply  able  to 
pay  and  ought  to  pay,  and  some  who  have  no  immediate  family 
to  support  nor  bequeath  to.  In  such  cases,  while  the  institu- 
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tion  lias  no  claim  upon  them  under  the  law,  yet  I would  suggest 
to  their  friends  that  it  would  be  magnanimous,  not  to  sa}^  gen- 
erous, if  they  will,  out  of  their  means,  contribute  something 
for  the  general  good  of  the  Asylum,  such  as  pictures  to  relieve 
the  blank  monotony  of  our  walls,  books  to  make  a library  for 
us,  blankets  to  keep  out  the  cold. 

THE  CRIMINAL  INSANE. 

I am  inclined  to  the  opinion  that  the  law  in  this  State  re- 
lating to  the  criminal  insane  is  harsh.  The  statute,  as  you  are 
aware,  provides  that  when  any  person  shall  be  indicted  for 
murder,  manslaughter,  or  assault  with  intent  to  kill,  and  it 
shall  appear  in  the  course  of  the  trial  that  the  said  person  was 
probably  insane  at  the  time  of  perpetrating  the  act,  the  pro- 
ceedings against  him  shall  cease  on  the  indictment,  until  the 
question  of  his  insanity  shall  be  determined.  If  the  court, 
after  an  investigation  of  the  matter,  shall  sustain  the  plea  of 
insanity,  and  if  the  Judge  shall  be  satisfied  from  the  evidence 
that  he  is  guilty  as  charged,  if  sane,  then  the  prisoner  shall  be 
committed  to  the  State  Lunatic  As}dum  for  a period  of  “ not 
less  than  ten  years,”  and  be  constantly  “kept  under  the  restric- 
tions common  to  dangerous  inasanity;  ” and  further,  that  when 
so  confined,  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus  shall  not  apply  to  him. 

Now,  I do  not  propose  to  discuss  insanity  in  its  relation  to 
law.  I am  aware  that  the  plea  of  insanity  as  an  excuse  for 
crime,  has  for  a number  of  years  been  growing  very  popular 
and  convenient,  and  that  it  has  become  an  evil  in  the  land,  and 
should  be  corrected;  but  in  correcting  it,  we  should  not  fly  to 
the  other  extreme,  and  inflict  in  some  instances  a severer  pun- 
ishment upon  the  individual  on  a verdict  of  insanity,  than 
would  attach  to  the  crime  if  found  guilty  of  that.  This  very 
fact  would  doubtless  deter  counsel  from  making  the  plea,  how- 
ever justly  he  might  do  so,  with  the  hope,  perhaps,  of  mitigat- 
ing the  penalty  by  a much  shorter  term  in  the  State  ;prison. 

A case  illustrating  this  point  was  admitted  a few  months 
ago  into  this  Asylum.  A man  was  indicted  for  ssault  and 
battery  with  intent  to  kill.  His  lawyer  pleaded  insanity,  and 
upon  that  issue  the  trial  proceeded,  and  the  plea  was  very  prop- 
erly sustained — for  the  man  is  insane.  The  court  committed  him 
to  the  Asylum  for  the  shortest  time  prescribed  by  the  law,  and 
that  man  is  here  for  at  least  ten  years;  and  it  is  not  in  the 
power  of  the  Superintendent,  the  Governor,  or  the  Court  to  re- 
lease him.  His  insanit}'-  is  of  recent  date,  and  he  will  proba- 
bly recover  within  a few  months.  Shall  he  be  made  to  “ serve 
out  his  time, ” notwithstanding  his  recovery?  If  so,  then  the 
Asylum  will  partake  of  the  nature  of  a punitory  institution,  to 
that  extent,  and  the  State  of  Mississippi  will  witness  the  pun- 
ishment of  a man  who  has  not  been  convicted  of  crime.  I 
think  a power  of  discretion  to  discharge  the  patient  at  a given 
period,  say  twelve  months  after  a pronounced  recovery,  should 
exist  somewhere;  and  while  it  should  .not  rest,  perhaps,  with 
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the  medical  officers  of  the  Asylum  alone,  it  might  be  vested  in 
the  Superintendent  and  a#given  number  of  outside  physicians, 
who  shall  be  required  to  visit  the  person  at  irregular  intervals 
commencing  six  months  anterior  to  the  proposed  date  of  dis- 
charge, in  order  to  satisfy  themselves  of  the  genuineness  of  the 
recovery. 

But  perhaps  the  most  objectionable  feature  in  the  law  is 
found  in  the  mode  of  trying  the  case.  The  question  of  in- 
sanity is  to  be  tried  by  a jury!  As  juries  are  ordinarily  com- 
posed in  this  country,  it  will  be  impossible  to  avoid  the  inflic- 
tion of  much  wrong,  either  upon  the  accused  or  upon  the 
State.  There  are  some  cases  of  insanity  so  clear  and  so 
decided  in  their  manifestations  that  no  one  could  possibly  be 
mistaken.  But  there  are  other  cases,  the  investigation  of 
which  would  leave  the  mind  of  the  best  medical  philosophy  in 
doubt.  Juries  may  be  able  to  decide  correctly  as  to  a matter 
of  contract,  or  as  to  a charge  of  murder,  from  the  facts  de- 
tailed by  witnessess,  but  an  average  jury  cannot  decide  the 
question  of  insanity  in  a case  at  all  doubtful.  And  I have  no 
doubt  but  that  a large  proportion  of  the  cases  that  will  come 
before  our  courts  will  be  doubtful  ones.  The  slightest  acquain- 
tance with  theatricals  would  enable  a shrewd  murderer  to  pass 
off  a feigned  insanity  before  a majority  of  juries.  On  the 
other  hand,  there  are  many  confirmed  lunaties  whose  propriety 
and  decorum,  and  whose  positive  cleverness  would  set  aside  the 
very  idea  of  insanity  in  the  estimation  of  man}''  juries.  Under 
the  present  system,  therefore,  I am  fully  satisfied  that  many 
criminals  will  escape,  and  many  innocent  men  be  made  to  suffer, 
As  an  improvement,  I would  suggest  that  the  question 
of  insanity  be  determined  by  a committee,  or  jury,  if  you 
please,  of  physicians,  the  Judge  or  Chancellor  presiding.  As 
many  as  five  might  be  easily  selected  in  any  county,  who,  after 
a thorough  investigation,  and  mature  reflection,  would  seldom 
fail  to  arrive  at  a proper  conclusion.  I am  aware  that'  all  physi- 
cians are  not  experts  in  insanity;  but  all  have  read,  or  can  read, 
something  about  it,  and  besides  their  very  habit  of  thought  arid 
investigation;  their  daily 'exercise  of  the  closest  scrutiny  into 
matters,  the  most  minute  and  apparent^  unimportant,  in  mak- 
ing their  diagnosis  of  disease;  their  better  acquaintance  with 
the  changes  in  physiognomy  and  demeanor  wrought  by  disease, 
qualify  them,  and  them  only,  for  the  delicate  and  important 
task  of  deciding  whether  a man  is  an  unfortunate  lunatic,  or  a 
hardened  criminal. 


INEBRIATES. 

The  consideration  of  the  foregoing  question  of  medical  juris- 
prudence, brings  to  our  contemplation  a kindred  question, 
that  for  some  years  has  attracted  the  attention  of  humanitarians 
in  this  country  and  Europe — a question  upon  which  the  public 
mind  is  gradually  undergoing  a great  change. 

Are  inebriates  insane? 
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A proper  solution  of  this  question  involves  not  only  the  cor- 
rectness of  that  law  maxim  which  declares  that  “ drunkenness 
is  no  excuse  for  crime,”  but  also  calls  the  attention  of  society 
to  the  contemplation  of  measures  calculated  to  remedy  an  evil 
that  abounds  in  the  land. 

I do  not  propose  to  write  a temperance  address,  and  shall 
repeat  none  of  the  old  arguments  used  by  the  leaders  of  that 
reform,  but  I do  propose  to  call  your  attention  to  the  medico- 
legal aspect  of  habitual  drunkenness.  Every  nation  and  every 
people,  antique  as  well  as  modern,  has  had  its  stimulant  or 
narcotic.  Dr.  Joseph  Parish,  chairman  of  a committee,  pre- 
pared a report  which  was  unanimously  adopted  by  the  State 
Medical  Society  of  Pennsylvania,  in  1869.  which  contained  the 
following  section:  “There  are  constitutional  tendencies  in- 

herent in  mankind  to  seek  artificial  support.  In  vidication  of 
this  statement,  we  find  in  every  soil  and  in  every  climate,  some 
indigenous  product  from  which  man,  in  every  stage  of  civiliza- 
tion, extracts  an  intoxicating  ingredient.”  The  propensity  to 
forced  stimulation,  I suppose,  has  characterized  the  human  race 
ever  since,  if  not  before  Noah  “ planted  a vineyard  and  drank 
of  the  wine.’ 

I do  not  contend  that  a moderate  indulgence  of  this  natural 
appetite  is  hurtful.  On  the  contrary,  a gentle  stimulant  is  not 
only  a good  medicine  to  a debilitated  body,  but  an  exhilerating 
cordial  to  a wearied  mind.  But  when  alcoholic  stimulants  are 
indulged  in  for  a great  while  to  excels,  a morbid  condition  of 
the  brain  is  produced,  and  it  is  to  this  chronic  form  of  drunk- 
enness that  I prppose  to  address  myself.  It  is  on  drunkenness 
as  a disease  that  I write. 

Different  writers  apply  different  names  to  it.  These  are  vari- 
ous, and  some  of  them  fanciful — such  as  Chronic  Alcoholism, 
Temulentia,  Dipsomania,  Methexia,  Methomania,  etc.  Dr. 
Albert  Day,  for  a long  time  the  Superintendent  of  the  “Wash- 
ington Home,”  at  Boston,  and  who  has  a larger  experience, 
perhaps,  than  an}7,  other  person  in  the  United  States,  in  the 
treatment  and  management  of  inebriates,  prefers  the  term 
Methomania.  He  defines  it  thus:  “ The  chronic  form  often 

has  causes  more  remote  than  continuous  stimulation,  under 
the  action  of  which  the  passion  for  stimulants  amounts  to  a 
mania  seemingly  irresistible  and  incurable.  These  causes  are 
either  idiopathic  or  are  induced  by  habits  or  manner  of  life. 
Among  these  may  be  mentioned  a mental  constitution  unbal- 
anced in  its  moral  faculties,  congenital  physical  weakness, 
resulting  in  a morbid  tendency  to  melancholy,  a weak  individ- 
uality, and  a disposition  easy,  good  natured,  and  social.  The 
disease  is  frequently  induced  by  misfortune,  which  darkens 
and  embitters  life,  or  by  contrary  successes,  which  unduly  ex- 
cite the  mind.  The  miserable,  the  irresolute,  the  listless,  the 
unoccupied,  and  those  too  much  burdened  with  care  or  labor, 
are  the  subjects  of  it.”  He  divides  the  victims  of  methomania 
into  two  general  classes : 

1st.  Those  who  drink  from  habit  or  custom  or  social  influ- 
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ence,  and  also  from  a low  moral  nature  or  deficiency  of  self- 
control,  continue  the  practice  until  the  use  becomes  inordinate 
and  excessive,  and  the  over- stimulated  and  disabled  functions 
demand  the  constant  excitement  of  the  poison  to  promote  their 
action. 

2d.  Those  with  whom  this  self-poisoning  is  an  intermit- 
ent  mania,  aroused  at  longer  or  shorter  intervals,  and  also 
drink  only  for  the  days  or  weeks  that  the  mania  is  upon  them, 
each  paroxysm  succeeded  by  a long  interval — perhaps,  months 
of  sobriety  and  abstinence,  but  too  likeTy  to  be  followed  again 
by  a return  of  temptation,  and  a renewed  yielding  to  irresis- 
tible desire.  The  first  W'e  call  constant  drinking,  the  second 
periodical. 

All  competent  authorities  agree  in  attributing  to  alcoholic 
stimulants  a large  share  in  the  production  of  insanity,  but  it 
has  not  been  many  years  that  alcoholism  or  chronic  inebriety 
has  been  regarded  as  insanity  itself.  Dr.  Bryce,  the  able  and 
efficient  Superintendent  of  the  Alabama  Insane  Hospital,  has 
given  much  attention  to  this  subject,  and,  in  his  last  report, 
brings  forward  the  most  convincing  data;  and  inasmuch  as  it 
is  my  purpose  to  second  his  efforts  as  far  as  Mississippi  is  con- 
cerned, I shall  take  the  privilege  of  drawing  largely  from  the 
stock  of  information  accumulated  in  his  very  valuable  report. 
In  support  of  the  proposition,  that  Methomania  is  a disease, 
he  quotes  from  a very  valuable  paper,  on  the  influence  of 
Methomania  upon  business  and  criminal  responsibility,  recently 
published,  by  Dr.  Rogers,  of  New  York.  The  object  of  the 
paper  was  to  prove  that  the  morbid  desire  for  alcoholic  stimuli 
“is  a positive  expression  of  brain  disease.”  Dr.  Hutchinson, 
in  his  report  of  the  Glasgow  Asylum,  published  more  than'a 
quarter  of  a century  ago  treats  of  it  as  a form  of  mania,  as  a 
form  of  brain  and  mental  unsoundness  which  renders  the  vic- 
tim of  it  irresponsible  of  his  acts  during  the  paroxj^sms.  • The 
celebrated  physiologist,  Dr.  Carpenter,  of  London,  is  his  essay 
on  alcohol,  written  a few  }Tears  later,  speaks  of  it  as  “one  form 
of  insanity.”  Forty  years  ago,  or  more,  Dr.  Woodward,  Super- 
intendent of  the  Lunatic  Asylum  at  Worcester,  Massachusetts, 
wrote  a pamplet  on  this  subject  urging  the  establishment  of 
an  Asylum  for  the  cure  of  those  persons,  on  the  ground  that 
they  were  the  victims  of  a disease  over  which  they  had  no  con- 
trol, and  which  rendered  them  irresponsible  for  their  acts,  and 
dangerous  if  left  at  large.  Dr.  Roesch,,  a French  writer,  pub- 
lished a paper  upon  the  effects  of  the  excessive  use  of  alco- 
holic drinks,  and  is  credited  by  some  authors  with  having  first 
called  the  attention  of  the  profession  to  Methomania  as  a dis- 
ease. Dr.  J.  E.  Turner,  the  distinguished  founder  of  the  New 
York  Inebriate  Asylum,  in  his  report  to  the  Legislature  in 
1864,  uses  the  following  strong  language:  “Every  case  ofine- 
briety  is  a suicidal  case  of  insanity  which  needs  the  control  and 
medical  treatment  of  an  Asylum  more  than  any  other  class  of 
insane.” 

Dr.  Tyler,  to  whose  opinions  in  these  matters  the  greatest 
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weight  is  attached,  speaks  of  this  affection  as  follows : “ Patho- 
logical investigations  show  that  the  brain  is  changed  from  a 
healthy  to  a diseased  state  by  the  action  of  alcohol.  Healthy 
thoughts  and  healthy  moral  sentiments,  are  not  evolved  by  a 
diseased  brain.  To  its  possessor  we  attach  no  moral  responsi- 
bility. An  inebriate  has  a diseased  brain.  No  will  or  agency 
of  his  can  bring  forth  therefrom  other  than  diseased,  mental 
and  moral  products.  A person  who  is  governed  by  an  uncon- 
trollable appetite,  or4>y  an  uncontrollable  influence,  is  not  a 
responsible  being,  and  should  be  so  treated.” 

Dr.  Ray,  the  present  Superintendent  of  the  New  York  State 
Inebriate  As3rlum,  and  late  Superintendent  of  the  Washing- 
tonian Home,  at  Boston,  in  his  report,  for  1867,  says:  “ The 

extent  to  which  the  morbid  craving  for  stimulants,  and  the 
infirmity  of  will  in  resistance,  which  combined  constitute  the 
disease,  having  its  source  and  sustenance  in  the  impaired  func- 
tional activity  of  the  various  organs  of  the  body,  can  only  be 
appreciated  by  one  who  has  carefully  observed  it  in  a large 
number  and  variety  of  cases.  As  a disease,  its  character  is 
most  complex  and  obscure,  involving,  as  it  does,  abnormal  con- 
ditions of  both  body  and  mind,  and  var3Ting  in  every  case,  with 
individual  temperament  and  characteristics.” 

A Commission  appointed  by  the  State  of  Massachusetts, 
some  four  3~ears  since,  to  report  upon  the  condition  of  the 
Asylum  of  that  State,  in  speaking  of  this  form  of  insanity, 
classes  it  as  a disease  under  whose  parox3^sms  or  influence  the 
victim  should  be  cleared  from  criminal  responsibility.  Under 
the  conviction  that  the  methomaniac  is  a victim  of  an  uncon- 
tuollable  desire,  and  therefore  dangerous  to  himself  and  those 
about  him,  and  hence,  a fit  subject  fr>r  the  interference  of  the 
State,  more  than  1500  medical  men  of  that  State  signed  a peti- 
tion to  the  Legislature,  in  1857,  in  favor  of  the  establishment 
of  an  As3rlum  for  that  purpose. 

In  that  petition  we  find  the  following  paragraph:  “Without 
such  an  institution,  the  physician  has  been  compelled  to  turn 
from  his  patient  discouraged,  disheartened  and  defeated,  and 
the  victim  of  this  painful  malady  has  found  a drunkard’s  death 
and  a drunkard’s  grave.  With  this  institution,  we  can  save 
hundreds  who  are  now  crowding  our  insane  asylums,  inundat- 
ing our  courts,  d3~ing  in  our  prisons,  and  perishing  in  our 
streets.” 

Dr.  Ainstie,  in  his  article  on  “ Alcoholism,”  “ Re3rnold’s  Sys- 
tem of  Medicine,”  says  of  methomania : “ It  is  of  a truth,  rather 
a variet3r  of  constitutional  insanity  than  of  alcoholic  disease, 
but  as  the  outbreaks  owe  many  of  their  characteristic  S3Tmp- 
toms  to  the  influence  of  drink,  the  disease  requires  notice  in  a 
treatise  on  alcoholism.” 

Within  the  last  month  the  second  session  of  the  American 
Association  for  the  cure  of  Inebriates  was  held  in  the  city  of 
New  York.  The  Committee  on  Business  reported  the  following 
resolutions,  which  were  adopted  unanimous^: 
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Whereas,  It  is  the  practice  of  many  persons  to  denounce  ine- 
briety as  a crime,  and  inebriates  as  sinners;  and, 

Whereas,  Such  persons  are  unwilling  to  admit  that  inebriety 
is  a disease  lest  such  admission  should  seem  to  palliate  the  of- 
fense and  relieve  the  inebriate  of  responsibility;  therefore, 

Resolved , As  the  expression  of  this  Association,  that  we 
deal  with  inebriety  as  a disease,  without  reference  to  the  motion 
or  want  of  motive  in  the  inebriate  himself. 

Resolved , That  the  effect  of  poison  in  the  blood  and  nervous 
sj'Stem,  and  the  reflex  action  of  this  morbific  agent  upon  the 
whole  physical  system,  is  the  same  in  the  virtuous  as  in  the 
vicious,  and  that  antecedent  or  subsequent  moral  conditions 
are  incidental  to  the  main  fact  of  the  disease. 

Resolved , That  any  given  percentage  of  public  crime  being 
accounted  for  b}r  the  fact  of  the  confirmed  inebriety  of  the 
criminal,  does  not,  in  our  opinion,  increase  the  responsibility, 
nor  should  it  add  to  the  punishment  of  such  offenders. 

Resolved , That  we  have,  no  controversy  with  the  dogma  of 
criminality,  as  applied  to  drunkenness,  while  we  do  not  charge 
the  inebriate  with  being  a criminal. 

In  answer  to  the  questions  asked  at  a previous  session  by 
the  Hon.  Donald  Dalrymple,  M.  P.  of  England,  Hie  committee 
to  whom  the  matter  was  referred,  responded  that  it  is  desirable 
to  give  legal  power  to  institutions  for  inebriates,  to  detain  their 
patients  until,  in  the  judgment  of  the  proper  officers,  such 
patients  are  restored  to  health ; that  patients  who  enter  such 
institutions  voluntarily,  or  by  the  advice  or  persuasion  of 
friends,  should  be  treated  in  the  same  manner  as  those  who  are 
admitted  by  legal  enactment  or  judicial  authority ; that  inebri- 
ates should  not  be  received  into  lunatic  asylums  for  treatment, 
and  that  if  admitted  temporarily  in  a state  of  mania  they 
should  be  removed  to  an  inebriate,  asylum  as  soon  as  this  con- 
dition has  subsided. 

With  this  array  of  testimon}T,  who  can  longer  doubt  that  the 
inebriate  is  insane ? Says  Dr.  Bryce:  “If,  after  a review  of 

the  facts,  there  shall  still  be  found  a mind  so  conservative  as 
not  to  admit  them  as  evidence  of  the  existence  of  such  a dis- 
ease as  methomonia,  which  more  or  less  seriously  impairs  the 
responsibility  of  its  victim,  then  I have  little  hope  of  its  con- 
viction, unless  in  some  evil  hour  it  becomes  a subject  of 
disease.” 

Now  I would  not  be  understood  as  contending  that  every 
man  who  gets  drunk,  nor  that  every  habitual  drunkard  is  a 
nmthomaniac.  Dr.  Blandford,  a distinguished  London  physi- 
cian, published  a very  valuable  book  this  year,  and  on  the  sub- 
ject under  consideration,  holds  this  language:  “The  unsound- 

ness  of  mind  which  exists  in  connection  with  habitual  drink- 
ing, must  be  estimated  like  unsoundness  in  any  other  individ- 
ual. Not  every  drunkard  is  insane,  nor  can  he  be  confined, 
because  he  ruins  his  health  and  property,  any  more  than  a 
confirmed  gambler  or  opium-eater.  There  is  an  insanity,  the 
marked  features  of  which  is  a craving  of  drink,  but  it 
A— 37 
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is  not  the  condition  of  a man  who,  after  his  work  is  over,  goes 
to  the  public  house  and  gets  drunk,  whether  he  does  so 
nightly  or  occasionally.”  It  would  be  dangerous  to  advance 
the  broad,  unqualified  doctrine  that  all  cases  of  drunkeness  are 
cases  of  insanity,  and  that  a man  is  therefore  irresponsible  for 
what  he  ma}r  do  while  under  the  influence  of  alcohol;  many 
bad  men  would  take  advantage  of  this  ruling,  and  deliberately 
intoxicate  themselves,  preparatory  to  the  commission  of  crime. 

But  the  genuine  methomaniac — the  man  who,  from  an  inhe- 
rent or  acquired  constitutional  infirmity,  has  become  the  vic- 
tim of  a thirst  or  craving  that  his  force  of  will  is  unable  to 
control  is  insane,  and  the  law  cannot  justty  hold  him  responsi- 
ble for  any  act  that  he  ma}”  commit  in  procuring  the  stimulant, 
nor  for  what  he  does  while  under  its  influence.  It  will  not  do 
for  societ}T  to  say  that  the  man  should  not  have  acquired  the 
habit.  The  law  and  societ}^  both  tolerate  the  saloon  and  the 
dram  shop,  and  the  law  and  society  may  expect  to  deal  with 
their  victims.  It  does  not  matter  when,  where  or  under  what 
circumstances  the  unfortunate  wretch  became  a methomaniac. 
As  far  as  the  remedy  is  concerned,  it  is  sufficient  to  know  that 
he  is  one,  and  requires  that  restraint,  and  demands  that  pro- 
tection which  the  law  alone  can  give.  The  unfortunate  suf- 
ferer finds  himself  in  the  clutches  of  a monster,  from  whose 
grasp,  unaided,  he  cannot  extricate  himself.  From  an  unquiet 
and  disturbed  sleep — a sleep  that  has  been  crowded  with  the 
most  horrible  visions — he  awakes  in  the  morning,  weak  and 
nervous.  His  extremities  are  cold,  and  he  trembles.  He  feels 
unequal  to  any  task  that  may  be  before  him.  Knowing  full 
well  that  his  present  ill  feeling  is  but  the  result  of  too  frequent 
potations  the  day  before,  he  makes  the  resolve  not  to  repeat 
the  indiscretion  that  day.  But  he  feels  so  badly,  and  so  much 
depressed,  mentally  and  physically,  that  he  finally  concludes  to 
take  just  one  drink,  and  no  more.  And  as  he,  with  weak  and 
uncertain  tread,  hies  him  to  the  old  haunt,  society,  and  the  law 
look  down  upon  him  with  scorn  and  contempt,  when  he  is  really 
object  of  the  most  humane  phy.  That  one  drink  is  but  the 
initiation  to  another  debauch,  and  night  comes  to  find  him 
drunk  again.  And  thus  he  spends  his  life,  unable  in  many 
instances  to  divert  his  footsteps  from  the  path  that  leads  to 
the  drunkard’s  grave. 

The  good  and  holy,  but  mistaken  churchman,  may  read  to  the 
unhappy  victim  a well-intended  homi^  on  the  vice  of  intem- 
perance, but  the  monitor  knows  no  more  of  the  case  before 
him  than  he  does  of  the  horrors  of  hydrophobia,  and  is  as  in- 
competent to  treat  the  one  as  the  other.  The  methomaniac  is 
the  most  unhappy  of  mortals.  Many  of  them  possess  the 
brightest  intellect  in  other  respects,  and  can  reason  most  logi- 
cally upon  their  own  cases.  Indeed  they  know  more  about  it 
than  anj-bod}''  else.  In  repeated  efforts  at  voluntary  reform, 
they  have  struggled  with  the  unrelenting  tyrant  in  many  a 
well  fought  contest,  and  they,  and  onty  they,  know  his  power. 
No  one  but  he  who  has  triumphed  can  ever  know  the  sublime 
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heroism  of  a voluntary  reform.  Voluntary  reforms  do  occur. 
The  occurrence  of  any  extraordinar}^  event,  such  as  the  com- 
mission of  a crime  while  under  the  influence  of  alcohol,  with 
the  subsequent  remorse;  the  death  of  a member  of  a family,  or 
any  other  important  circumstance  may,  and  frequently  does 
produce  a revulsive  shock  to  the  individual,  and  under  the 
excitement  of  the  hour  he  puts  forth  an  unusual  amount  of 
will-force  and  conquers  the  habit,  and  thus  restores  himself. 
And  there  are  others  who  have  reasoned  themselves  into  a 
fixed  determination,  and  have  succeeded.  These,  however, 
can  hardly  be  deemed  confirmed  methbmaniacs,  though  the}' 
may  border  on  it  very  closely. 

But  while  this  is  happily  true  in  one  class  of  habitual  drunk- 
ards, there  is  another  class  who  have  resolved  and  re-resolved, 
•who  have  grappled  with  the  monster  for  years  and  years,  grow- 
ing weaker  and  weaker  in  each  conflict,  until  they  have  arrived 
at  a point  at  which  they  no  longer  have  the  power  of  resistance. 
The  power  of  will  is  so  much  reduced  that  they  cannot  offer 
another  effort  of  opposition,  but  yield  themselves  passive  vic- 
tims to  the  work  of  the  destroyer.  The  laconic  epistle  of  the 
young  man  who  committed  suicide  at  Nashville,  Tennessee, 
some  months  ago,  “A  drink,  a drunk,  remorse  and  morphine,” 
contained  suggestive  thoughts  for  a volume.  These  are  they 
who,  conscious  of  an  inability  to  free  themselves  from  the  de- 
grading vice,  seek  relief  “ anywhere,  any  where,  out  of  the 
world.”  These  are  they  who,  if  they  survive  a great  while,  are 
sent  to  the  lunatic  asylums,  and  who  beget  children  to  succeed 
them  in  the  same  round  of  misery  and  wretchedness. 

It  is  to  these  that  the  State  should  extend  its  helping  hand. 
Destitute  of  will-force  themselves,  brain-sick  and  feeble,  they 
should  be  subjected  to  the  will  of  another,  for  such  time  as 
may  be  necessary  to  restore  their  brains  to  a normal  condition. 
Practically,  the  subject  presents  itself  to  us  under  two  im- 
portant aspects. 

1st.  As  it  affects  the  well-being  of  the  individual  himself. 

2d.  As  it  affects  the  well-being  of  society. 

If  it  is  granted  that  the  methomaniac  is  insane,  and  the  best 
medical  minds  of  the  present  da}r  agree  that  he  is,  then  the  duty 
of  the  State  is  clear.  If  the  individual,  from  any  cause  is  in- 
capable of  taking  care  of  himself  and  his  family,  if  he  is  daity 
“ committing  suicide  ” without  the  power  to  desist,  the  State 
should  come  to  his  relief  and  protect  him  against  himself. 

And  inasmuch  as  the  methomaniac  is  always  a dangerous 
member  of  society,  and  is  more  often  guilty  of  offenses  deemed 
criminal  than  any  other  class  of  persons,  it  becomes  equally 
the  duty  of  the  State  to  interfere  in  the  matter,  and  protect 
society  against  the  irresponsible  violence  of  the  unrestrained 
methomaniac.  That  many  trials  for  murder,  manslaughter  and 
assault  with  intent  to  kill,  would  be  prevented,  every  one 
knows.  At  the  very  moment  of  writing  this  page,  I am  in 
receipt  of  a telegram  asking  me  to  go  to  a distant  part  of  the 
State  to  testify  in  the  case  of  a man  indicted  for  murder,  in 
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the  defense  of  whom  his  counsel  propose  to  make  the  plea  of 
methomania.  If  the.  plea  shall  be  sustained,  that  unfortunate 
man  will  be  sent  to  this  institution  for  at  least  ten  years,  whereas, 
had  he  been  placed  under  restraint  before  the  act  was  com- 
mitted, the  murdered  man  would  not  onty  have  been  alive 
and  with  his  family  to-day,  but  the  murderer  would  have  been 
cured  of  his  infirmity  long  since,  and  returned  to  society. 

This  brings  us  to  the  treatment  of  methomania,  as  well  as 
to  the  consideration  of  the  proper  means  by  which  society  can 
protect  itself  against  criminals.  The  means  for  accomplishing 
both  purposes  are  happily  blended.  One  course  will  secure 
both  objects — Restrain  the  Individual! 

There  is  no  question  but  that  the  State  has  the  power  to 
abridge  the  liberty  of  the  individual  for  the  general  good.  It 
is  being  done  every  daj',  and  when  this  abridgment  is  produc- 
tive of  a cure  (I  shall  not  call  it  reform)  of  a most  pernicious 
and  destructive  habit,  the  act  commends  itself  on  two  import- 
ant counts. 

These  two  points  being  conceded,  the  remedy  suggests  itself 
at  once.  The  *tate  should,  without  delay,  establish  in  her 
borders  an  asylum  for  inebriates,  that  should  comprise  in  its 
appointments  all  the  proper  elements  of  a curative  as  well  as 
reformatory  institution.  It  is  hardly  necessary  to  allude  to 
the  prevalence  of  the  disorder.  There  is  scarcely  a village  or  a 
community  in  the  State  that  is  not  cursed  with  the  presence  of 
its  hopeless  sot,  who  has  long  since  passed  the  point  at  which 
reform  is  possible  without  restraint.  Loafing  around  saloons 
and  bar  rooms,  and  picking  up  a precarious  living  here  and 
there,  as  chance  or  charity  may  throw  the  means  of  subsist- 
ence in  the  way,  these  wretched  sufferers  are  dragging  a miser- 
able existence  as  standing  nuisances  to  society,  and  as  ulcers 
upon  the  body  of  the  family.  Who  does  not  know  of  many 
such?  And  who  has  not  known  many  promising  young  men 
whose  morals,  as  well  as  intellect,  have  been  drowned  in  alco- 
hol, and  who  now  fill  drunkhards’  graves,  who  might  have  been 
saved  to  themselves,  and  to  the  world,  by  a timely  interference 
on  the  part  of  the  State?  Dr.  Day,  wTho  has  given  to  the  world 
a most  excellent  little  book  on  the  subject,  says : ‘ It  seems 

to  me  that  the  very  general  prevalence  of  the  disease  is  not 
appreciated.  Every  one  knows  of  one  or  more  cases,  but  they 
are  looked  upon  as  infrequent  exceptions;  whereas,  it  may  be 
said  that  there  is  hardly  a family  of  any  size  which  has  not 
amongst  its  members  at  least  one  who  is  either  a confirmed 
inebriate,  or  tainted  more  or  less  with  this  disease.  It  must  be 
borne  in  mind  that  a large  proportion  of  these  cases  are  not 
visible  to  the  eye  of  society,  but  are  hidden  from  the  world  by 
the  decent  pride  of  friends,  or  the  sensitive  modesty  of  patients 
themselves.  No  social  limits  are  narrow  enough  to  exclude  it 
and  it  knows  no  distinction  of  sex.  It  is  the  skeleton  that 
sits  at  every  board,  and  darkens  with  the  gloom  of  its  presence 
the  brightest  scenes  of  life.” 

I do  not  claim  to  be  fully  prepared  to  suggest  a plan  of  or- 
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ganization  for  an  institution  of  this  kind  which  would  in  all 
respects  be  adapted  to  the  wants  of  Mississippi.  To  perfect  a 
proper  system  would  require  more  investigation  than  I have 
been  able  to  give  to  the  subject,  but  a suitable  committee  ap- 
pointed by  the  Legislature,  could  very  soon  examine  all  the 
most  popular  plans  now  in  operation  in  the  United  States,  and 
report  one  for  this  State. 

At  the  North  I am  aware  that  these  institutions  are  quite 
♦expensive.  On  the  authority  of  Dr.  Brice,  of  Alabama,  it  is 
stated  that  the  minimum  price  of  board  in  one  of  them  is  twenty 
dollars  per  week.  This,  of  course,  is  too  high  for  us,  unless, 
the  patient  himself  is  able  to  pay  for  unnecessary  luxuries.  Our 
Lunatic  Asylum  costs  only  six  dollars  per  week  per  patient, 
and  that  includes  not  onty  board  and  clothing,  but  salaries  and 
wages.  I know  of  no  reason  for  a larger  expenditure  for 
metliomaniac.  Indeed,  it  should  be  less,  for  lunatics  are  fre- 
quently very  destructive  in  their  habits,  as  the  shreds  of  many 
blankets,  dresses,  etc.,  amply  testify. 

In  his  report  for  1870,  Dr.  Bryce  suggests  apian  which  he 
claims  to  be  original,  and  since  it  is  attracting  much  attention  in 
our  sister  State,  I will  transcribe  the  material  portions  of  it 
here.  He  says : 

“ I should  like  to  see  established  in  Alabama  a reformatory 
for  inebriates,  of  all  classes,  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
courts.  The  facts  might  property  come  before  the  grand  jury, 
and  upon  the  finding  of  a true  bill  the  case  should  be  duly  in- 
vestigated by  a jur\r  empaneled  specialty  with  a view  to  its 
competency  to  decide  the  same.  If  the  allegations  are  estab- 
lished by  proof,  the  inebriates  should  be  committed  for  a term 
of  not  less  than  two  nor  more  than  Jive  years  to  the  reformator}\ 
and  be  supported  there  at  the  expense  of  the  State.  The  treat- 
ment should  be  conducted  by  an  educated  physician,  under  a 
Board  of  intelligent  trustees.  A part  of  the  moral  treatment 
should  consist  in  the  regular  performance  of  skilled  manual 
labor,  in  which  each  patient  should  be  compelled  to  engage,  the 
proceeds  of  which  should  support  the  institution.  Voluntary 
inebriates  should  be  received  without  the  exposure  of  a public 
trial,  on  the  same  conditions  as  those  sent  by  order  of  the 
courts,  on  certificate  of  a Justice  of  the  Peace,  that  the  appli- 
cant is  a volunteer,  and  that  the  time  of  treatment  has  been 
determined  by  two  intelligent  physicians.  Inebriates  who  are 
willing  and  able  to  pay  their  expenses  in  the  Reformatory, 
should  receive  extra  accommodations,  and  pursue,  with  the 
consent  of  the  Medical  Superintendent,  such  literary,  manual 
or  other  occupation  as  their  education,  taste  and  previous 
habits  of  life  might  indicate.  Thorough  discipline  would  be 
indispensable  to  successful  management,  but  it  should  not  be 
unnecessarily  harsh  nor  exacting;  nor  should  the  institution 
be  allowed  to  degenerate  in  any  respect,  into  a mere  punitory 
establishment. 

“ Only  such  requirements  and  restrictions  as  are  absolutely 
necessary  to  compel  each  patient  to  follow  a trade,  to  obey 
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constituted  authority,  and  carry  out  the  ordinary  hjrgienic 
rules  and  regulations  of  such  an  establishment  should  be  im- 
posed. The  officers  and  nurses  should  be  the  best  of  their 
kind,  and  selected,  as  in  hospitals  for  the  insane,  with  a view 
to  their  fitness,  intelligence  and  capacity  for  the  work. 

“ In  general  terms  the  qualifications  for  admission  into  this 
admirable  institution  should  be  the  excessive,  persistent,  or 
regular  periodical  use  of  alcoholic  stimulants  to  the  neglect  of 
ordinary  business  and  domestic  obligations,  the  impairment  of 
general  health  of  body  or  mind,  and  the  habitual  failure  to 
observe  the  proprieties  of  life  at  home  or  abroad. 

“Such  is  a general  outline  of  a reformator}"  for  inebriates, 
which  I believe  to  be  not  only  eminently  practicable,  but  ab- 
solutely essential  in  the  cure  of  a disease  of  all  others  the  most 
intractable  and  ineradicable.  Inebriate  Asylums,  when  upon 
the  voluntary  system  alone,  when  the  time  of  treatment  is 
restricted  to  one  }Tear,  however  grand,  imposing  and  complete 
their  appointments,  must  necessarily,  from  the  very  nature  of 
the  disease  which  they  profess  to  treat,  prove  failures  in  the 
end.  No  self-imposed  restraint  can  stay  the  victim  in  his  on- 
ward course  to  destruction.  Nothing  but  the  strong  arm  of 
the  law  can  reach  his  case.  Time,  likewise,  is  necessary  to 
remove  the  cerebral  impression  upon  wffiich  we  have  shown 
methomania  to  depend.  Reforms  extending  over  one,  tw*o  or 
even  many  years  followed  by  relapses,  debauchery  and  death 
are  not  unfamiliar  to  many  of  us,  and  lead  us  to  condemn  most 
emphatically  any  S3rstem  of  cure  that  does  not  extend  over 
several  years  at  least.  Apart  from  the  direct  curative  results 
of  such  an  institution  as  I have  described,  its  moral  effect  upon 
the  habitual  drinker,  and  the  novice  in  restraining  the  habit 
within  proper  limits  or  in  tending  to  break  it  up  before  it  be- 
comes fixed;  and  upon  the  young,  especially  those  who  have 
inherited  the  tendency,  can  hardly  be  properly  estimated.  The 
danger  of  relapsing,  too,  which  we  have  shown  to  be  so  immi- 
nent even  in  those  who  have  undergone  treatment  and  are 
restored,  will  be  materially  lessened  by  the  mere  presence  of  so 
formidable  an  agent.” 

The  experience  of  those  who  have  much  to  do  in  the  treat- 
ment or  management  of  these  cases,  is  favorable  to  the  pros- 
pect of  a permanent  cure.  And  I am  sure  that  the  item  of 
cost  will  sink  into  insignificance  when  . compared  writh  the 
grand  result  which  it  is  proposed  to  achieve.  I have  no  means 
of  stating  the  case  accurately,  but  I think  I hazard  nothing  in 
saying  that  the  annual  cost  to  the  State  in  trials, witness  tickets, 
jury  tickets,  jailors’  fees,  etc.,  will  far  exceed  the  amount  neces- 
sary to  support  an  institution  of  the  kind,  even  if  the  inmates 
should  contribute  nothing  whatever  in  this  direction  themselves, 
and  there  is  scarcely  a town  in  the  State  in  which  the  citizens 
would  not  pay  a reasonable  monthly  installment  for  the  board 
of  its^street  nuisance.  To  the  humanitarian,  no  field  presents* 
a richer  harvest,  and  no  enterprise  would  receive  a more  cor- 
dial endorsement  from  the  people. 
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It  is  characteristic  of  the  progression  of  medicine  to  take 
the  lead  in  matters  of  this  kind,  and  it  is  to  the  physicians 
who  are  members  of  the  Legislature  that  I specially  commend 
the  subject.  There  is  nothing  in  the  arena  of  politics  so 
grand  as  this ! 

THE  ASSOCIATION  OF  SUPERINTENDENTS. 

By  your  kind  permission,  I enjoyed  the  pleasure  of  attend- 
ing the  meeting  of  this  Association,  held  in  Toronto,  Canada, 
in  June  last.  This  being  my  second  year  in  charge  of  this 
Asylum,  I looked  forward  to  my  entrance  into  that  illustrious 
circle  of  Savans  in  the  specialty  with  a great  deal  of  interest. 
I was  not  only  charmed  with  the  pleasant  relaxation  incident 
to  travel,  but  was  delighted  with  the  business  object  of  the 
trip — namely:  To  mingle  with  those  who  have  become 

celebrated  in  the  management  and  treatment  of  the  insane,  as 
well  as  to  examine,  with  some  scrutiny,  into  the  internal  work- 
ings of  their  institutions.  So  much  was  I interested  in  my 
ramble  of  investigation,  that  I returned  to  my  duties  here  with 
renewed  zeal,  and  with  copious  notes  for  a detailed  account 
of  what  I saw  and  heard.  I have  concluded,  however,  that  an 
extended  reference  to  my  “Observations  in  other  Asylums,” 
however  curious,  and  perhaps  interesting  it  might  be  to  a pro- 
fessional specialist,  would  not  possess  a great  deal  of  practical 
value  to  you,  gentlemen,  nor  to  the  Legislature,  to  whom  it  is 
supposed  this  will  be  transmitted.  Suffice  it  to  say,  that  I saw 
much  to  admire  and  imitate,  and  some  things  to  find  fault 
with  and  avoid.  One  of  the  most  pleasing  incidents  of  my 
tour  was  the  interview  I had  with  Miss  D.  L.  Dix,  whom  those 
who  were  identified  with  the  founding  of  this  institution  so 
well  remember.  It  is  to  this  celebrated  philanthropist  more, 
perhaps,  than  to  any  other  individual,  save  Dr.  W.  S.  Langley, 
the  first  Superintendent,  that  the  insane  of  this  State  are 
indebted  for  a home.  She  made  two  visits  to  Mississippi  in 
the  interest  of  the  Asylum,  each  time  carrying  into  her  work  a 
zeal  that  would  take  no  denial.  Her  earnestness  impressed 
itself  upon  all  with  whom  she  came  in  contact,  and  scarcely  a 
single  member  of  the  Legislature  who  heard  her  appeal  but 
voted  for  the  necessary  appropriation  to  carry  forward  the 
building. 

I met  this  most  excellent  lady  at  Trenton,  New  Jersey,  at 
the  splendid  and  most  complete  hospital  for  the  insane,  pre- 
sided over  by  the  distinguished  Dr.  Buttolph.  Her  life-long 
service  consecrated  to  the  work  of  ameliorating  the  condition 
of  the  insane,  she  still  devotes  her  time,  her  money  and  her 
talent  to  the  cause.  She  spends  the  greater  part  of  her  time 
with  Dr.  Nichols,  of  the  Government  Hospital  for  the  Insane, 
at  Washington,  and  with  Dr.  Buttolph,  at  Trenton.  Fortunate 
getlemen!  Blessed  institutions! 

In  this  connection  I desire  to  indite  a paragraph  of  thanks  to 
her  for  a donation  of  about  eighty  volumes  of  miscellaneous 
books  which  she  kindly  gave  to  our  Asylum  last  spring.  Our 
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patients  have  thumbed  them  well,  and  they  have  been  a source 
of  much  entertainment  and  instruction  to  them.  May  she  live 
long  to  enjoy  a happy  reflection  upon  well-directed  and  suc- 
cessful endeavors  to  be  of  service  to  her  fellow  creatures  in  her 
day  and  generation — a service,  the  fruits  of  which  will  still 
be  ripening  long  after  she  shall  have  been  called  to  her 
reward. 

In  the  matter  of  appliances  and  conveniences,  luxuries  and 
amusements,  intellectual  and  physical,  a comparison  with  the 
condition  of  our  own  poor  State,  would  be  so  unfavorable  to 
us,  that  I shall  decline  to  make  it.  Their  carriages  (one  insti- 
tution had  twelve,  including  buggies,  phsetons,  etc.),  their  fine 
roads,  their  musical  instruments,  their  books,  pictures  and 
periodicals — all  were  presented  on  such  a scale  of  magnifi- 
cence,  that  I could  do  nothing  but  admire  and — envy. 

In  all  the  means  of  “moral  treatment” — by  which  I mean 
those  agencies  and  surroundings  which  tend  to  divert  the  mind 
from  a “rooted  sorrow,”  over  which  it  may  be  brooding,  and 
to  attract  the  thoughts  from  a subject  of  delusion,  nearly  all  of 
those  institutions  I visited  are  well  supplied.  I saw  nearly 
every  variety  of  musical  instruments,  church  organs,  pianos, 
brass  bands,  violins,  guitars,  flutes,  etc.,  ten-pin  alleys,  billiard 
tables,  gymnasiums,  calistlieneums,  were  seen  to  abound.  Their 
libraries,  containing  thousands  of  volumes,  were  supplied  with 
such  a variety  of  books,  that  every  taste  could  find  congenial 
pastime  in  perusing  some  one  of  them. 

Nor  are  these  to  be  put  down  as  luxuries  simply.  They  are 
powerful  adjuncts  in  the  treatment  of  the  insane,  for,  by  their 
use,  the  emotions  may  be  controlled,  the  wild  flight  of  a dis- 
tempered imagination  be  checked,  and  the  melancholy  be 
induced  for  a time,  at  least,  to  forget  his  misery. 

The  idea  that  the  insane  mind  is  influenced  by  music,  is  not  a 
modern  one  ; and  the  employment  of  music  in  the  treatment  of 
insanity,  would  form  a most  interesting  chapter  in  the  history 
of  ancient  and  modern  psychology.  The  earliest  note  of  it  is 
to  be  found  in  Holy  Writ:  “-And  it  came  to  pass,  that  when 

the'evil  spirit  of  God  was  upon  Saul,  that  David  took  an  harp 
and  played  with  his  hand,  so  Saul  was  refreshed,  and  was  well, 
and  the  evil  spirit  departed  from  him.”  In  Elisha,  it  produced 
inspiration;  he  called  for  a minstrel,  “ and  when  the  minstrel 
played,  the  hand  of  God  came  upon  him.”  Asclepiades 
effected  many  cures  of  insane  persons  by  this  means,  and  Galen 
reports  that  JEsculapius  did  the  same.  In  modern  times  the 
greatest  advocate  for  music  in  the  treatment  of  insanity  has 
been  Dr.  Mason  Cox,  who  employed  it  systematically,  he 
relates,  with  the  best  effect,  not  only  in  the  case  of  the  per- 
former in  affording  an  agreeable  recreation  and  employment, 
but  also  with  the  listener. 

I trust,  therefore,  that  you,  gentlemen,  will  renew  your  en- 
treaty to  the  Legislature  to  supply  our  institution  with,  at  least, 
some  of  these  means  of  relieving  the  monotony  of  the  wards. 
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MEDICAL  TREATMENT. 

In  this  respect  we  do  not  complain  ot  a want  of  ample 
means.  You,  gentlemen,  have  permitted  me  to  purchase  a 
library  of  the  standard  books  of  the  specialty,  and  if  we  have 
not  availed  ourselves  of  the  opportunity  to  keep  up  with  the 
advance  of  the  profession,  it  is  not  because  we  have  not  had 
free  access  to  the  best  books  and  periodicals  of  the  day.  In 
our  endeavor  to  keep  pace  with  the  progress  of  medicine,  it  has 
been  our  constant  aim  to  give  a fair  test  to  new  remedies,  and 
new  methods  of  treatment,  when  they  are  presented  to  our 
notice  by  what  we  deem  a respectable  authority.  But  it  would 
be  out  of  place  in  a report  like  this,  to  enter  into  a detail  of  any 
peculiar  ideas  which  we  may  entertain  touching  the  treatment 
of  the  various  forms  of  disease,  as  they  are  presented  to  us. 
The  ‘‘Medical  Journal”  is  the  proper  place  for  a dissertation 
of  that  kind. 

IMPROVEMENTS. 

We  express  our  grateful  acknowledgments  to  the  Building 
Committee  (who  were  charged  b}-  the  last  Legislature  with  the 
dut}T  of  repairing  and  furnishing  the  Asylum),  for  an  appro- 
priation of  $2,000  in  warrants,  which  we  invested  in  bedsteads, 
bureaus,  chairs  and  dressing  tables.  The  old,  broken  down 
furniture,  that  had  been  an  eye-sore  to  patients,  and  a source 
of  mortification  to  the  Superintendent,  has  been  removed  and 
sold.  With  the  new  furniture  our  rooms  present  an  air  of 
neatness  and  comfort,  which  they  have,  perhaps,  never  known 
before. 

ORCHARD. 

In  the  list  of  improvements,  I may  mention  that  we  have 
planted  out  about  one  thousand  fruit  trees,  which  we  hope  will 
some  day  prove  to  be  a desirable  acquisition  to  the  As3dum 
property.  The  soil  and  locality  seem  to  be  well  adapted  to 
peaches,  apples  and  pears.  It  is  our  purpose  to  set  out  about 
the  same  number  next  February.  I know  of  no  luxury  that 
could  be  more  acceptable  to  our  patients  than  an  occasional 
basket-full  of  ripe,  luscious  fruit,  distributed  now  and  then 
through  the  wards  of  the  Asylum.  If  our  trees  should  thrive, 
it  will  not  be  many  years  until  we  will  have  an  abundance  of 
many  varieties. 

PURCHASE  OF  LAND. 

You,  gentlemen,  are  aware  that  we  all  thought  that  the  in- 
creasing dimensions  of  the  Asylum  rendered  it  necessary  that 
we  should  increase  our  domain  in  a corresponding  ratio;  and 
that,  finding  160  acres  adjoining  our  grounds  for  sale  at  low 
figures,  3^011  made  the  purchase.  The  Steward  informs  me  that 
the  firewood  on  the  land  will  more  than  pay  for  the  tract,  thus 
proving  that  it  was  a wise  investment. 

It  is  our  desire  to  bring  this  new  ground  into  cultivation  as 
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it  is  cleared,  and  for  this  purpose  it  will  be  necessary  for  us  to 
purchase  some  fencing.  We  have  no  rail  timber,  and  it  seems 
that  rails  are  difficult  to  procure  in  the  neighborhood,  except 
at  an  enormous  price.  The  fence  around  our  old  grounds  is 
rapinly  going  to  decay,  and  I doubt  if  we  will  be  able  to  pro- 
tect another  crop  with  it,  unless  we  do  a great  deal  of  repair- 
ing. The  truth  is,  a new  fence  is  almost  indispensable.  I 
mention  this  in  order  that  you  may  make  an  item  of  it  in  your 
estimate  for  a support  fund. 

Among  other  minor  improvements,  I mention  a very  fine, 
large  and  durable  coal-house  that  we  have  built  at  small  cost. 
We  have  also  newly  enclosed  our  hog  lot,  and  are  now  better 
prepared  to  take  care  of  that  portion  of  our  stock  than  we  have 
been  heretofore.  We  can  very  easily  raise  from  5,000  to 
10,000  pounds  of  pork  at  very  small  cost  to  the  State,  besides 
the  hog  is  a good  scavenger,  and  very  readily  converts  the 
peelings  and  scraps  from  the  kUchen  into  pork.  We  have  a 
good  breed  at  this  time,  and  hope  to  make  an  important  item 
of  them  hereafter. 

OUR  MILCH  COWS 

are  not  well  provided  for,  and  consequently  do  not  yield  as 
large  a supply  of  milk  and  butter  as  they  might  be  made  to  do 
with  proper  care  and  attention.  In  the  spring,  summer  and 
autumn,  they  do  very  well,  but  being  without  shelter  in  the 
winter  months  they  become  almost  worthless.  The  Pearl  river 
bottom  furnishes  a good  range  and  pasturage  during  the 
greater  part  of  the  year,  but  after  passing  through  a cold,  wet 
winter,  they  are  so  much  reduced  that  it  requires  some  time  in 
the  spring  before  they  become  of  much  value  to  us.  In  this 
respect  the  management  of  the  Asylums  at  the  North  is  far 
superior  to  ours.  Their  capacious,  comfortable  stalls  are  very 
fine  indeed. 

Milk  and  butter  should  enter  largely  into  the  daily  bill  of 
fare  of  our  patients,  not  only  because  they  are  nutritious  and 
palatable,  and  well  adapted  to  sedentary  life,  but*they  have  the 
additional  advantage  of  cheapness,  when  the  cows  are  properly 
managed. 

With  a plentiful  supply  of  these  wholesome  articles,  added  to 
the  abundance  of  vegetables,  which  it  will  be  seen  on  another 
page  we  raise  on  the  premises,  a heavy  item  of  expense  in  the 
purchase  of  other  articles  of  food  can  be  saved.  As  it  is,  our 
diet  table  is  limited,  and  it  requires  no  little  attention  to  devise 
a sufficient  change  of  diet  from  day  to  da}'  to  keep  our  inmates 
up  to  a high  state  of  health.  The  prospect  of  the  early  enlarge- 
ment of  the  institution,  and  a doubling  of  the  number  of  our 
patients,  renders  this  a still  more  important  question,  not  only 
of  hygiene,  but  of  economy. 

The  stock  of  cows  we  have  on  hand  seem  to  be  very  good, 
and.  if  necessary,  we  could  take  the  pains  to  improve  the  breed. 
An  expenditure  of  a few  hundred  dollars  in  the  construction  of 
a suitable  cow-house,  will  certainly  be  a most  excellent,  and  I 
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feel  almost  justified  in  saying,  an  indispensable  outW  of  a 
small  amount  of  money.  At  this  moment,  I cannot  think  of  a 
more  valuable  acquisition  to  the  Asylum  on  a similar  scale, 
than  a sufficient  number  of  good  cows,  well  kept  and  looked 
after  by  a skillful  and  faithful  dairyman. 

REPAIRS. 

The  proper  care  of  an  institution  of  the  size  and  kind  as  the 
one  under  our  charge,  requires,  annually,  - an  outlay  that  the 
outsider  would  scarcely  appreciate,  and  yet  it  is  almost  a mat- 
ter of  impossibility  to  preserve  the  building  and  maintain  the 
grounds  in  such  a condition  as  will  best  conduce  to  the  inter- 
ests of  the  State,  without  a small  annual  outlay  in  this  depart- 
ment. The  secret  of  successful  management  in  the  control  of 
these  small  matters,  is  in  the  employment  of  the  proper  work- 
men at  monthly  wages,  who,  at  a small  salary,  are  always  con- 
venient, and,  indeed,  indispensable  in  an  institution  of  this 
magnitude.  You  will  observe  from  the  Steward’s  report  that 
the  sum  of  our  repairs  and  improvements,  in  the  items  of  plas- 
tering, painting  and  carpenter’s  work,  at  the  ordinary  prices  of 
the  country,  will  exceed  $3,000,  while  the  cost  to  us  will  not 
reach  as  high  as  $1,000. 

FARM  AND  GARDEN. 

The  Asylum  garden  and  the  Asylum  farm  -have  long  ago 
been  objects  of  interest  to  the  community,  and  of  very  material 
profit  to  the  institution.  It  is  my  pleasure  to  report  that  wre 
have  not  fallen  short  this  year  in  this  very  important  depart- 
ment. By  reference  to  Captain  McGill’s  report,  you  will  find 
that  according  to  the  number  of  our  acres,  we  are  not  behind 
the  best  farmers  and  gardeners  of  the  country.  Indeed,  if  we 
may  be  pardoned  for  some  vain  glory,  we  are  not  unwilling  to 
enter  our  fifty  acres  against  any  other  fifty  in  the  State,  al- 
though it  is  well  known  that  a large  proportion  of  ours  consists 
of  very  poor  land.  During  the  past  yesr,  we  have  gathered 
the  following  articles: 


500  bushels  corn,  at  $1  00 $500  00 

2,500  bushels  sweet  potatoes,  at  $1  00 2,500  00 

600  bushels  Irish  potatoes,  at  $1  50 900  00 

1,400  bushels  turnips,  at  50c 700  00 

50  bushels  tomatoes,  at  $2  00 100  00 

6 bushels  snap  beans,  *at  $2  00 12  00 

30  bushels  okra,  at  $2  00 60  00 

40  bushels  peas,  \ at  $2  00 80  00 

100  bushels  beets,  at  $1  50 150  00 

200  bushels  onions,  at  $2  00 400  00 

90  bushels  oats,  at  $1  00 90  00 

20  bushels  fruit,  at  $2  00 40  00 

12,000  heads  cabbage,  at  8c 960  00 

40  tons  hay,  at  $35  00  1,400  00 

30  bushels  parsnips,  at  $1  00 30  00 
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650  heads  celery,  at  10c 65  00 

3,650  gallons  milk,  at  40c 1,460  00 

2,500  gallons  soft  soap,  at  25c 625  00 

180  dozen  eggs,  at  40c 72  00 

3,407  pounds  pork,  butchered,  at  10c 340  00 


Total  proceeds  from  farm  and  garden $10,474  00 


We  ascribe  the  credit  for  this  abundant  success  to  Mr.  Arm- 
strong, under  whose  supervision  quite  a number  of  our  inmates 
render  very  valuable  service.  A large  share  of  the  work  on  the 
farm,  and  in  the  garden,  was  performed  by  them.  This  occu- 
pation is  not  only  healthful  and  agreeable  to  the  patients  them- 
selves, but  is  turned  to  profit  in  our  institution.  I will  say 
that,  up  to  this  time,  the  only  fertilizers  used  are  such  as  have 
been  manufactured  in  compost  heaps  on  the  premises.  We 
beg  to  be  pardoned  for  some  pride  in  the  matter,  inasmuch  as 
the  failure  to  produce  the  articles  enumerated  would  necessi- 
tate an  application  to  the  market,  that  would  involve  the  out- 
lay of  a sum  equal  to  one-sixth  of  our  annual  expenses.  When 
we  bring  our  new  ground  into  cultivation,  we  anticipate  a 
larger  yield. 

THE  MATRON’S  DEPARTMENT. 

I have  no  occasion  to  find  fault  with  this  department.  I 
transmit  to  you  herewith  a copy  of  the  Matron’s  report,  from 
which  you  will  perceive  that  if  our  male  patients  have  been 
busy  outside  of  the  house,  our  females  have  not  been  idle 
inside.  The  Matron  very  properly  ascribes  much  credit  to 
Mrs.  Williams,  who  has  charge  of  the  sewing  department. 
During  the  yrar  there  were  made  on  the  place: 


Dresses 

133 

Shirts 

186 

Skirts 

50 

Pillow-slips 

229 

Chemise . 

76 

Sheets 

124 

Bonnets 

7 

Matresses 

56 

Pants 

186 

Pillow-ticks 

24 

Drawers 

18 

Towels 

17 

Coats 

80 

A large  proportion  cf  our  patients  seem  to  have  no  friends 
to  inquire  after  their  wants,  and  we  are  compelled  in  many  in- 
stances to  furnish  them  with  everything  they  need.  It  would 
be  a great  relief  to  us  if  the  friends  of  patients  would  send  us 
now  and  then  a good  warm  flannel  or  a nice  dress. 

THE  GENERAL  MANAGEMENT. 

Except  to  give  credit  to  meritorious  parties,  we  have  no  de- 
sire to  refer  to  this  department.  Your  monthly  visits  must 
have  satisfied  you  that  there  is  an  active  and  watchful  head  to 
every  branch  of  our  work.  We  endeavor  to  preserve  a system 
of  well  ordered  discipline  in  our  household. 
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In  the  medical  department,  I have  been  assisted  by  Dr.  Jas. 
McWillie,  whose  earnest  co-operation  has  not  only  made  my 
burdens  light,  but  has  been  of  incalculable  service  to  out- 
patients. A general  favorite  with  our  inmates,  he  carries  into 
his  work  a studious  industry  and  kindness  that  will  bring  him 
to  the  front  rank  in  the  specialty  to  which  he  is  dedicating  his 
time  and  talents. 

Captain  McGill,  the  Steward,  is  too  well  known  to  you,  gen- 
tlemen, to  require  any  commendation  at  my  hands.  His  devo- 
tion to  the  interests  ot  the  institution  is  a matter  of  history, 
and  his  familiarity  with  all  its  wants  and  necessities  renders 
his  services  almost  indispensable. 

Indeed,  in  all  the  departments  of  our  institution  we  are 
blessed  with  efficient  officers  and  employees.  Mr.  Allen,  our 
engineer;  Gray,  the  night-watch;  Armstrong,  the  farmer, 
Conway,  the  supervisor — each  and  all  have  commended  them- 
selves to  our  most  favorable  regard.  It  is  not  every  one  who 
can  adapt  himself  to  a constant  dealing  with  lunatics.  In 
every  relation,  an  immense  amount  ot'  patience  and  good 
humor  is  required.  A thousand  whims  and  delusions  have  to 
be  met  and  dealt  writh  every  day,  and  it  requires  a certain 
peculiarity  of  temperament  and  habit — a thing  we  call  tact — to 
be  able  to  come  up  to  the  full  measure  of  efficiency  every 
day. 

The  constant  drafts  upon  the  good  nature  of  those  who  con- 
trol and  minister  to  the  insane,  are  very  trying  unon  a shallow 
fund  of  good  temper,  and  some  come  to  us  for  emphyyment  who 
are  found  to  be  totally  unfitted  for  the  positions  they  seek.  In 
this  respect  we  have  been  blessed.  We  have  made  but  few 
changes  during  the  3Tear,  and  we  are  pleased  to  hope  that  it 
may  be  compatible  with  the  interests  of  many  of  oui*  house- 
hold to  remain  with  us  for  many  years  to  come.  A perfect  fit- 
ness for  duty  in  a Lunatic  Asylum  is  difficult  to  find,  and 
when  an  individual  is  found  to  come  fully  up  to  the  work  in 
every  respect,  he  or  she  should  be  retained  at  almost  any 
cost. 

ESTIMATES. 

Last  year  I based  my  calculations  of  what  would  be  neces- 
sary to  support  the  institution  upon  such  data  as  I had  been 
able,  from  actual  experience  to  collect,  and  placed  it  at  the 
the  minimum  of  six  dollars  per  week  per  patient.  In  round 
numbers,  I stated  to  you  that  165  patients  would  require 
$50,000.  By  the  closest  economy — an  economy  which  at  the 
same  time  that  it  has  been  strict,  as  you  are  aware,  has  not 
been  drawn  to  a point  of  suffering  to  any  one — we  have  been 
able  to  get  through  the  year.  For  the  first  time  in  the  history 
of  the  institution,  I believe,  we  are  able  to  say  that  uwe  owe 
no  man  a dollar.”  But  last  year  we  had  a few  paying  patients 
on  our  books;  this, year  we  have  none.  What  we  get  we 
must  get  from  the  State.  I still  think  that  six  dollars  per 
week  per  patient  will  enable  our  inmates  to  be  comfortable, 
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even  if  they  do  not  enjoy  the  luxuries  that  nine  dollars  might 
purchase. 

But  how  many  patients  will  we  have?  I will  say  that  no 
matter  how  many  may  be  received  and  discharged  during  the 
year,  the  old  wings  will  have  its  same  old  number — one  hun- 
dred and  sixty-five.  The  new  wings,  when  they  shall  be  com- 
pleted, will  contain  one  hundred  and  fifty  more.  But  it  is  im- 
possible for  me  to  say  when  they  will  be  completed;  and  you 
must,  in  your  calculations,  take  into  consideration  that  the  new’ 
wings  are  to  be  furnished  before  they  can  be  occupied. 

I would  suggest  that  you,  gentlemen,  confer  with  the  Build- 
ing Committee  before  you  urge  a bill  of  appropriation,  and 
ascertain  as  accurately  as  3’ou  can,  the  date  of  the  opening  of 
the  new  wings,  and  make  your  estimate  according  to  the  infor- 
mation which  3rou  may  derive  from  them,  always  bearing  in 
mind  that  the  surest  economy  for  an  institution  like  this  is  to 
have  enough  on  hand.  Remember  that  a Legislature  of  the 
State  of  Mississippi  censured  the  Governor  and  the  Board  of 
Trustees  once  for  drawing  upon  the  State  Treasury  at  a time 
when  the  institution  was  without  money  and  without  credit. 
To  meet  the  demands  of  any  contingenc3r  of  this  sort  that  ma3T 
arise,  I would  suggest  that  in  addition  to  what  3tou  may’  sup- 
pose will  be  sufficient  to  carry  us  through  another  year,  you 
ask  for  the  appropriation  of  a contingent  fund,  to  be  placed  at 
the  disposal  of  the  Governor,  to  be  used  when  the  emergenc37’ 
calls  for  it.  The  Governor  is  ex  officio  President  of  your 
Board,  and  will  always  know  the  exact  merits  of  any  demand 
that  may  be  made  upon  that  fund. 

The  next  year’s  appropriation,  then,  must  be  made  on  the 
contingent  plan,  and  I leave  it  to  3LU,  gentlemen,  with  a reit- 
eration of  the  statement  that  with  our  market  and  with  our 
State  warrants  we  can  scarcely  be  made  comfortable  and 
healthy  with  an  expenditure  less  than  six  dollars  per  week 
per  patient. 


With  one  exception  (Miss  D.  L.  Dix,  alluded  to  on  another 
page),  the  only  cliarHy  we  have  received  has  been  at  the  hands 
of  the  newspaper  press.  Regularly’  and  irregularly  we  have  re- 
ceived the  following  papers  during  the  year: 


ACKNOWLEDGMENTS. 


Mississippi  Pilot, 

Summit  Times, 

Vickburg  Times  and  Rep’ can, 
Holly  Springs  Reporter, 
Copiah  Republican, 
Independent  South, 

Yazoo  Democrat, 

American  Citizen, 

Brandon  Republican, 

Iuka  Springs  Gazette, 
Columbus  Press, 


||  Kosciusko  Chronicle, 
Tallahatchie  News, 
North  Mississippian, 
Senatobia  Times, 
Handsbo’  Democrat, 
Forest  Register, 

Hinds  Count3r  Gazette, 
The  Yallonian, 
Southern  Herald, 
Mississippi  Central, 
Mobile  Register, 
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Columbus  Index, 

||  Natchez  Democrat, 

Woodville  Republican 

Ij  Aberdeen  Examiner, 

Vicksburg  Herald, 

||  Canton  Mail, 

Greenville  Republican, 

||  Meridian  Gazette, 

Louisville  Banner, 

j|  Jackson  Leader, 

Friar’s  Point  Delta, 
Central  Star. 

||  Carrollton  Conservative, 

i 

We  record  our  obligations  to  the  above  papers.  If  editors 
and  publishers  will  refer  to  that  table  in  this  report,  showing 
the  number  of  inmates  from  the  several  counties  in  the  State, 
they  will  perceive  that  every  county  has  one  or  more  inmates 
who  are  interested  in  the  local  matters  that  a county  paper 
generally  makes  a note  of;  and  if  they  only  knew  with  what 
avidity  a newspaper  or  magazine  is  seized  and  its  contents 
devoured  by  those  shut  out  from  the  world,  they  would  be  glad 
to  know  that*  they  are  weekly,  if  not  daily  contributing  some- 
thing to  this  most  unhapp}"  class  of  our  fellow  beings.  I trust 
that  other  papers  that  may  have  overlooked  this  matter  up  to 
this  time,  wTill  give  a sufficient  amount  of  attention  to  it,  to 
cause  them  to  place  the  “ Lunatic  Asylum”  upon  their 
lists. 

To  jtou,  gentlemen,  I need  scarcely  attempt  a word  of  thanks. 
In  all  the  turmoil  of  the  busy  year,  you  have  stood  by  the 
right.  I have  never  doubted  your  sanction  to  a reasonable 
suggestion,  and  with  your  hearty  co-operation  I look  to  a con- 
tinuous career  of  success  to  the  institution  over  which  it  is  my 
duty  to  preside. 

In  this  connection  it  may  not  be  amiss  for  me  to  devote  a 
line  to  the  late  President  of  your  Board — ex-Governor  Alcorn. 
Aside  from  any  partiality  that  I may  have  for  him  as  a personal 
friend  and  adviser,  it  is  due  to  him  that  I shall  state  that  he 
was  a frequent  visitor  and  inspector  of  the  Asylum.  Entering 
into  the  sentiments  of  the  patients  as  he  passed  and  conversed 
with  each  one  in  the  wards,  he  not  only  made  himself  a wel- 
come visitor,  but  a friend  to  all.  Every  one  knew  him,  and 
every  one  looked  to  him  as  their  guardian  and  protector,  out- 
side of  the  institution.  Kind  and  gentle  to  all,  his  departure 
to  the  United  States  Senate  was  an  occasion  of  sadness  in  our 
household.  But  under  the  perfect  assurance  of  the  good  will 
of  Governor  Powers,  who  is  by  no  means  a stranger  to  our 
family,  and  who  has  often  been  to  see  us,  we  start  out  in  the 
new  year  under  favorable  auspices,  and  with  the  fullest  encour- 
agement. In  the  work  of  another  year,  I crave  your  cordial 
co-operation  and  assistance. 

Very  respectfully,  your  ob’t  serv’t, 

* WM.  M.  COMPTON, 

Superintendent. 
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1 X MEMO  JR  I AM. 

A.  13.  CABANI88,  M.  D. 


Last  year  it  was  my  pleasure  to  note  that  every  one  who  had 
ever  occupied  the  position  of  Superintendent  of  the  Mississippi 
State  Lunatic  Asylum  was  still  alive,  and  actively  mindful  of 
the  welfare  of  the  institution.  Death,  however,  has  stricken 
one  of  the  noblest  from  the  list.  To  do  full  justice  to  the 
memory  of  that  great  and  good  man — great  and  good  in  all  the 
qualities  of  head  and  heart — would  require  a more  gifted  pen 
than  I can  bring  to  this  paper. 

Alfred  B.|Cabaniss  was  born  in  the  city  of  Huntsville,  in 
the  State  of  Alabama,  on  the  10th  day  of  December,  1S08,  and 
died  in  Hinds  county,  Mississippi,  on  the  21st  day  of  Novem- 
ber, 1871 — not  quite  sixty-three  years  old. 

Dr.  Cabaniss  received  a diploma  from  the  Trans3dvania 
University,  at  Lexington,  Kentucky,  in  1833,  and  in  1835  was' 
admitted  to  the|ad  eunclem  degree  at  the  Jefferson  Medical 
College  in  Philadelphia. 

As  far£as  Mississippi  is  concerned,  it  is  scarcely  necessary 
for  me  to  allude  to  the  career  of  Dr.  Cabaniss.  He  settled  in 
the  town  of  Raymond,  in  Hinds  county,  more  than  thirty  years 
ago,  and  afterwards  removed  to  the  city  of  Jackson,  where  he 
made  a reputation  for  skill  and  kindness  not  surpassed  by  any 
member  of  the  profession  in  Mississippi.  He  possessed,  in  an 
eminent  degree,  all  those  elements  which  are  essential  to  a suc- 
cessful physician.  With  a mind  philosophical,  and  meditative 
in  its  turn,  he  combined  a warm  hearted  geniality  and  a S3UT1- 
pathetic  cheerfulness  that  made  him  welcome  not  only  as  a 
pli3’sician  and  a man  of  science,  but  as  a friend  and. adviser. 
His  ear  was  ever  attentive  to  the  wail  of  the  afflicted,  and  his 
hand  was  ever  open  in  charity.  A well  compiled  history  of 
his  life  would  be  a continuous  record  of  a succession  of  good 
deeds. 

During  the  war  he  was  not  an  idle  spectator,  but  at  an  early 
day  offered  his  services  to  the  sick  and  wounded  Confederate 
soldiers,  and  for  a long  time  was  Post  Surgeon  at  the  city 
of  Jackson.  Many  a survivor  of  the  rebellion  will  remem- 
ber the  kindness  and  attention  that  he  received  from  Dr. 
Cabaniss. 

Soon  after  the  war,  he  was  appointed  Superintendent  of  the 
Mississippi  State  Lunatic  As3dum.  While  he  was  the  “good 
man  of  the  house”  (about  four  3Tears),  we  know  that  he  at- 
tached to  himself  not  only  the  empfflyees  of  the  household,  but 
the  patients  also,  who  regarded  him  as  their  father.  Nowhere, 
perhaps,  except  in  his  own  immediate  famity  circle,  did  his 
death  cast  a sadder  gloom  than  it  did  upon  the  household  of 
the  Lunatic  Asylum. 

In  his  da3T  and  generation,  he  made  a mark  amongst  men,  and 
dying,  left  behind  him  an  example  worthy  of  the  imitation  of 
those  who  are  to  follow  him.  A better  legacy  no  man  can 

bequeath. 
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OFFICERS  FOR  1872. 


BOARD  OF  TRUSTEES, 


Gov.  RIDGLEY  C.  POWERS, 

President  Ex  Officio. 

WILLIAM  B.  TAYLOR,  D.  1ST.  BARROWS, 
JOHN  W.  ROBINSON,  WM.  H.  ALLEN, 

JOHN  L.  CARTER. 


MEDICAL  SUPERINTENDENT \ 

WILLIAM  M.  COMPTON,  M.  1). 


ASSISTANT  PHYSICIAN , 

JAMES  Me  WILLIE,  M.  D, 


SECRETARY  AND  TREASURER, 

l).  N.  BARROWS, Jackson,  Miss 


STEWARD, 


R.  E.  McGILL, 
A— 38 


Jackson,  Miss, 


ANNUAL  REPOET 


OF  THE 

SUPERINTENDENT 

OF  THE 

BLIND  INSTITUTE. 


To  Sis  Excellency , R.  C.  Powers, 

Governor  of  the  State  of  Mississippi : 

In  accordance  with  }^our  request,  I have  the  honor  to  submit 
to  your  Excellency,  the  following  report  of  the  Institute  for  the 
scholastic  year,  ending  July,  1871.  The  number  of  persons 
who  have  received  the  benefits  of  the  Institute  the  past  year 
is  twenty-nine — being  eight  more  than  during  the  previous  year 
This  number  has  not  been  at  any  onetime  present,  some  going 
out  and  others  coming  in.  The  average  attendance  would  be  less 
than  that  number.  At  the  close  of  the  session,  in  July,  we 
had  twenty-six.  The  following  list  shows  the  names  of  the 
pupils;  also,  daily  routine  and  studies: 

FEMALES 


NAMES. 

RESIDENCE. 

CAUSE  OF  BLINDNESS* 

Banks,  Betti e 

Westville 

Inflamation 

Carr,  Antoinette 

Cooksey,  Fannie.... 
Dickey,  Rebecca 

Dorset,  Nellie 

Graves,  Florence .... 

Hickman,  Dora 

Marcum,  Sallie 

Neal,  Ida 

Kosciusko 

Newton  Station . . . 

Congenital 

Water  Valley 

Arkibutlar 

Terry 

Monticello 

Holly  Springs 

Port  Gibson 

Typhoid  fever 

Inflamation 

Inflamation 

Congenital 

Smallpox 

Measles 

Steedley,  Emma 

Meridian 

Congenital 

Steedley,  Mary  Jane . 
Spikes,  Emma 

Meridian 

Verona 

Congenital 

Inflamation 

White,  Hassie. . 

Wesson 

Congenital 

Walker,  Anna 

Wesson  

Cataract 

Watson,  Mollie 

S hub ut a 

Brain  fever 

Whittington,  Alice . . 
Young,  Martha 

Water  Valley 

Pontotoc 

Congenital 

Typhoid  fever 
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MALES. 


NAMES. 


RESIDENCE. 


CAUSE  OF  BLINDNESS. 


Anderson,  James  R. . 

Ford,  Willie 

McFall,  Henry 

Moore,  John 

Douglass,  Wm.  H.  . . 

Harp,  John 

Stamps,  Jack 

White,  Jeptha 

Whittington,  M.  V.  B. 

Wiatt,  Thomas 

Zackery,  Robert 

Yanakcheck,  Wenzel . 


New  Orleans 

Beauregard 

Bolivar 

Louisville 

Fayette 

Crystal  Springs .... 

Fayette 

Wesson 

Water  Valley 

Paulding 

Meridian 

Macon,  Ga 


Neuralgia  . . 
Inflamation . 
Inflamation . 
Congenital.. . 
Congenital.  . 
Inflamation 
Congenital.  . 
Congenital.  . 
Accidental . . 
Brain  Fever 


DAILY  ROUTINE. 


Such  officers  as  have  earty  duties  to  perform,  rise  at  5 o’clock, 
a.  m.  The  pupils  rise  at  six. 

From  six  to  eight,  breakfast  and  recitation. 

At  9 o’clock,  morning  worship.  School  exercises  from  9 
till  4. 

Ten  minutes  between  all  the  classes. 

Supper  at  6 p.  m.  Evening  worship  at  7.  Young  children 
retire  to  rest;  older  pupils  listen  to  reading  for  an  hour. 

Saturday  is  spent  in  writing  letters  for  the  blind,  and  in 
giving  instruction  in  bead  work,  sewing,  crocheting,  etc. 

Sunday,  pupils  attend  Sabbath  school  and  Church  in  the 
morning.  Bible  class  in  the  afternoon  by  the  Superintendent. 

STUDIES. 

Reading,  spelling  and  writing,  mental  and  written  arithmetic, 
physical  and  descriptive  geography,  natural  philosophy,  Quack- 
enbos1  rhetoric,  Quackenbos’  grammer,  history,  Davies’  algebra, 
Davies’  bourdon,  Davies’  geometry  and  Latin. 

One  pupil  was  discharged  during  the  year,  and  for  the 
reason:  that  the  opinion  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  was,  that 
he  had  completed  his  course. 

At  present,  the  law  makes  no  limit  in  regard  to  the  ages  at 
which  pupils  are  to  be  received,  and  to  what  age  they  may 
remain  as  pupils.  The  following  extract  from  the  report  of  the 
Indiana  State  Institute  for  the  blind,  gives  the  largest  period 
for  admission  of  pupils  of  any  blind  school.  We  would  recom- 
mend the  adoption  of  a similar  rule : 

“ From  ten  to  fourteen  is  the  most  favorable  age  for  entering 
the  Institute;  provided,  the  pupils  have  had  judicious  care  and 
training,  at  home  prior  to  that  age.  But  as  this  is  not  always 
the  case,  and  as  there  are  manj^  who  lose  sight  after  that  age, 
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or,  having  lost  it  earlier,  did  not  find  an  opportunity  of  going 
to  school  at  the  proper  time,  the  regulations  of  the  Institute 
allow  of  the  admission  of  all  proper  subjects,  who  are  not 
under  eight  or  above  twenty-one  years  of  age.” 

The  erroneous  opinion  prevails  that  this  Institute  is  an 
“ asylum  for  the  blind.”  We  quote  from  the  Georgia  report  of 
1S71  on  this  subject: 

“ It  is  well  to  keep  definitely  and  distinctly  in  view,  in  all  of 
our  operations,  the  object  of  this  institution.  Its  chartered 
‘name,  “Academy,”  would  seem  enough  to  indicate  this  much ; 
yet,  in  the  face  of  this  name,  and  notwithstanding  our  reiter- 
ated assertion,  there  seems  to  be,  now  and  then  developing, 
misapprehensions  and  consequent  mistakes  on  this  point. 
The  Academy  is  not  an  infirmary  for  the  treatment  of  the 
diseases  of  the  eye,  or  for  operations,  surgical  or  medicinal,  for 
the  purpose  of  the  restoration  or  improvement  of  vision.  No 
less  is  it  an  asylum  in  the  sense  of  a refuge  and  a home  for 
any  ok  all  classes  of  the  indigent  blind.  It  claims  to  be  merely 
a school,  like  other  schools,  in  many  respects  having  its  course 
of  study,  its  system  of  discipline,  its  departments  of  literature 
and  music;  but  unlike  other  schools  generally,  in  the  fact  that 
it  embraces  a mechanical  department  for  the  training  of  its 
pupils  in  industrial  work,  and  into  which  it  receives,  under 
special  circumstances,  blind  adults  as  apprentices.” 

The  health  of  the  pupils  has  been  remarkably  good.  The 
small  sum  of  for  medical  attendance  for  the  year,  shows 
the  care  taken  over  those  constitutionally  infirm. 

This  is  owing,  in  a measure,  to  the  introduction  of  gym- 
nastics into  our  school.  As  a healthy  exercise  and  system  of 
physical  training  for  the  blind,  it  can  hardly  be  overrated. 

We  have  a pupil  that  was  under  the  care  of  a ph}Tscian  for 
years,  until  gymnastics  were  introduced  in  1869.  Since  then 
she  has  been  perfectly  well,  requiring  no  medicines.  Having 
no  gymnasium,  we  could  not  teach  the  boys.  We  greatly  need 
a building  for  that  purpose. 

I am  happy  in  being  able  to  report  that  the  deportment  of 
all  the  pupils  has  been  excellent.  This  made  the  relations 
between  teachers  and  scholars  ven^  pleasant,  and  spread  an  air 
of  cheerful  contentment  all  over  the  house.  Our  labor  system 
works  admirably.  We  give  to  those  capable  of  working,  their 
separate  duties  in  housework. 

In  visiting  different  blind  institutions  North,  we  found  only 
two  or  three  servants  were  employed  where  there  were  forty  or 
fifty  pupils. 

The  blind  boys  and  girls  did  the  work — such  as  sweeping 
making  beds,  sawing  wood,  making  fires,  etc. 

In  support  of  this  sj'stem,  we  beg  leave  to  refer  your  Excel- 
lency to  the  report  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Second  Conven- 
tion of  American  Instructors  of  the  Blind,  held  at  the  Indiana 
Institute  for  the  Education  of  the  Blind,  at  Indianapolis,  in 
August,  1871.  In  their  discussion  on  the  subject  of  domestic 
pursuits,  or  household  employments,  for  the  blind,  Mr.  John- 
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son,  of  West  Virginia  Institute,  says:  “A  young  woman, 

who  had  lost  her  sight  at  fifteen,  addressed  herself  to  the  per- 
formance of  such  household  duties  as  she  couvld  perform,  and 
the  result  was  to  satisfy  us,  by  a practical  demonstration,  that 
a blind  person  may  learn  to  cook,  to  sew,  and  to  do  a very  con- 
siderable amount  of  household  work.  She  invited  me  to  come 
to  her  house,  in  vacation,  and  learn  that  she  could  prepare  a 
good  plate  of  biscuits,  which  I did  with  perfect  satisfaction  to 
myself.” 

Mr.  Patton,  of  Arkansas:  l,We  teach  household  employ  - 
ments.  The  girls  make  their  beds,  sweep  their  rooms,  and 
assist  in  the  dining-room;  and,  when  the  laundress  is  sick,  we 
put  them  into  the  laundry.” 

We  have  pupils  that  have  cut  and  made  their  own  dresses 
and  done  sewing,  which  will  compare  favorably  with  seeing 
persons.  It  affords  me  pleasure  to  say  that  one  young  lady, 
during  vacation,  w’as  housekeeper  for  a sister  who  was  sick  in 
bed.  She  was  overseeing  the  work,  and  doing  the  most  of  it 
herself — even  to  the  cooking.  She  received  her  literary,  musi- 
cal and  domestic  education  under  our  care.  Injudicious  per- 
sons have  attempted  to  prejudice  the  blind  against  such  work; 
but  the  sympathy  and  compassion  for  them  was  wasted.  We 
protest  against  such  interference. 

In  thy  Literary  Department  (see  course  of  study)  honor- 
able mention  should  be  made  of  a class  in  “Davies’  Bourbon,” 
wnich  has  gone  through  the  entire  work.  Visitors  have 
remarked  that  they  have  pursued  a more  thorough  course  in  it 
than  seeing  schools  have  done.  We  labor  under  great  disad- 
vantages for  the  want  of  books  in  raised  print,  maps,  slates 
and  types.  We  have  no  desks,  making  it  very  difficult  for  the 
blind  to  hold  those  large,  ponderous  books  in  raised  print.  The 
Board  of  Trustees  are  authorized,  by  law,  to  purchase  them, 
and  other  things  necessary  for  the  improvement  of  the  pupils; 
but  they  cannot  be  made,  for  the  want  of  means. 

Permit  me  to  lay  before  your  Excellency  the  following  ex- 
tract from  the  report  of  the  Trustees  of  the  Tennessee  Insti- 
tution for  the  Blind:  “The  impression  seems  to  be  general,  that 
the  cost  of  maintaining  a school  for  the  blind  should  be  about 
the  same  as  that  of  maintaining  a school  for  deaf  mutes.  If 
this  impression,  which  appears  to  have  influenced  past  legisla- 
tion is  incorrect,  it  should  be  corrected.”  * * * 

The  cost  of  the  Bible  in  raised  print,  is  about  eight  times 
as  much  as  the  same  book  printed  dn  the  ordinary  way.  The 
maps  and  slates  used  by  the  blind,  are  ten  or  fifteen  times 
more  expensive  than  those  used  in  the  education  of  deaf 
mutes.  In  teaching  geograph}’,  each  blind  child  must  be  taken 
by  the  hand,  and  shown  the  boundaries,  rivers  and  cities;  all 
must  be  taught  and  examined  on  the  map,  one  by  one.  For 
teaching  like  this,  the  class  practically  consists  of  one  pupil, 
or  for  the  time  being,  there  are  as  many  classes  as  there  arc 
pupils.  In  reading,  arithmetic,  etc.,  similar  inconveniences 
arise  from  the  want  of  sight.  Exercises  on  the  blackboard 
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are  impossible.  A given  number  of  sightless  pupils,  therefore, 
require  more  teachers  than  the  .same  number  of  deaf  mutes. 

Music  is  the  most  expensive  of  all  the  branches  taught,  but 
it  frequently  enables  the  blind  to  gain  a good  livelihood.  It  is 
an  inexhaustable  source  of  pleasure;  to  the  deaf,  it  is  useless. 

Every  kind  of  household  labor  can  be  performed  without 
the  aid  of  hearing,  but  not  without  sight;  therefore,  more  ser- 
vants are  required  in  an  institution  for  the  blind,  than  in  an 
institution  for  deaf  mutes. 

In  reference  to  private  charities,  about  which  your  Excel- 
lency makes  inquiry,  we  would  report  that  the  Institution  is 
the  recipient  of  two  gifts  during  the  past  year  from  Mr.  J.  W. 
Leak,  of  Grenada;  fifty  dollars  at  one  time,  and  twenty-five  at 
another,  to  be  divided  among  the  scholars.  Three  of  the  girls 
bought  dresses,  and  one  a pair  of  shoes  with  their  share  of 
this  money.  Some  of  the  boj^s  bought  articles  of  clothing. 
No  one  influenced  them  to  do  this,  but  when  it  was  done, 
the}r  were  commended  for  such  a wise  course. 

“ The  Louisville  Printing  House  for  the  Blind”  has  given 
the  following  books  in  raised  print:  Twelve  copies  of  the 
^Enead  of  Virgil;  twelve  copies  Midsummer  Night’s  Dream; 
twelve  copies  Macbeth;  twenty-five  copies  Gay’s  Fables; 
twent}T-five  copies  Gay’s  Fables,  for  Children — which  gift  was 
appreciated,  and  came  in  good  time. 

In  the  men’s  work  department,  a step  has  been  taken  to  ad- 
vance what  we  have  long  desired.  Three  months  before  the 
school  was  closed  about  $120  were  obtained  by  the  activity 
and  decision  of  Governor  Alcorn,  from  the  Bank  of  J.  A T. 
Green — a special  deposit  not  belonging  to  our  anfiual  appro- 
priation of  $8,000.  Machinery  was  purchased  from  Indian- 
apolis, broom-corn  from  another  quarter,  and  a broom-shop 
was  opened  on  a small  scale.  Limited  as  this  beginning  was, 
yet  the  income  realized  from  the  sale  of  brooms  was  amply 
sufficient  to  pa}^  the  mechanical  instructor.  We  now  have  in 
our  employment  a teacher  from  the  Arkansas  Blind  Institute, 
competent  to  give  instruction  in  broom  and  mattress  making, 
and  cane-seating  chairs. 

I would  earnestly  recommend  that  this  department  be  placed 
on  a suitable  footing,  so  as  to  render  it  efficient,  enabling  the 
pupils  to  acquire  honorable  livelihood.  This  can  not  be  done 
without  ample  encouragement,  both  from  the  Legislature  and 
your  Excellency. 

Applications  are  constantly  made  from  blind  men  and  women 
to  learn  trades.  We  can  not  receive  them  for  want  of  room. 

Our  boys  have  been  put  out  of  the  main  building  to  give 
more  recitation  rooms,  and  also  more  sleeping  rooms  for  the 
girls..  We  have  not  rooms  for  bathing.  Indeed,  the  rooms  for 
domestic  work  are  exceedingly  inconvenient. 

Repairs  were  made  this  year,  but,  for  want  of  money,  were 
not  completed.  The  roof  leaks  badly.  The  building  is  not 
well  adapted  for  a State  Institute  for  the  Blind. 

Although  the  school  has  increased  in  numbers,  we  have  had 
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ilo  increase  in  teachers.  Three  have  done  the  work  that  five 
did  when  the  school  numbered  twenty-one  pupils. 

We  desire  to  express  our  obligations  to  the  following  papers, 
which  we  have  received  regularly : 

Jackson  State  Leader,  Mississippi,  Pilot,  Semi- Weekly  Clar- 
ion, and  North  Mississippian. 

Very  respectful^, 

SARAH  B.  MERRILL, 
Superintendent  State  Blind  Institute. 


REPORT 


OF  THE 


CHANCELLOR  OF  OXFORD  UNIVERSITY. 


■O 


University  of  Oxford,) 
Oxford,  Miss.,  December  29,  1871.  [ 

To  His  Excellency,  R.  C.  Powers, 

Governor  of  the  State  of  Mississippi : 

My  Dear  Sir — In  my  late  communication  to  your  Excel- 
lency, I proposed  further  to  make  some  suggestions  in  refer- 
ence to  the  law,  passed  at  the  last  session  of  the  Legislature, 
on  the  subject  of  Free  Scolarships  from  the  several  counties  in 
the  University  of  Mississippi.  I regard  this  provision  of  the 
Legislature  as  being  well  calculated  to  promote  the  cause  of 
sound  learning,  and  of  solid  education  in  the  State;  and  I hail 
it  as  the  harbinger  of  a better  state  of  things  in  the  elementary 
educational  institutions  of  Mississippi.  It  certainly  must 
stimulate  the  youth  of  the  State  to  greater  accuracy  in  their 
studies,  provided  the  Board  of  Examiners  do  their  duty,  and 
make  the  examinations  a real  test  of  absolute , and  not  relative 
excellence.  'It  is  to  be  hoped  that  they  will  not  feel  bound  to 
make  a selection  at  all,  merely  because  a candidate  is  better 
than  any  who  apply.  He  ought  to  be  meritorious,  independently 
and  absolutely.  The  studies  upon  which  they  are  required  to 
sustain  an  examination,  are  fundamental  in  any  system  of  edu- 
cation. Coming  here,  they  cannot  find  time  again  in  their 
onward  course  to  recur  to  those  studies.  If,  therefore,  they 
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are  not  proficient  in  these  branches,  the}’  can  never  recover  lost 
ground  during  their  University  course.  It  is  truly  a reproach 
to  find  (as  we  do  sometimes  find)  a graduate  who  is  deficient  in 
the  orthography  of  his  own  language.  This,  I repeat,  should 
be  acquired  before  he  ever  enters  the  University.  The  law,  as 
it  now  stands,  is  unfortunate^  framed  in  the  following  points: 

1.  The  provision  which  requires  that  “the  Common  School 
Fund  of  the  county,  or  district,”  shall  be  chargeable  with  the 
payment  of  the  $100,  seems  to  me  wrong  and  likely  to  work 
injustice;  because  the  Common  School  warrants  are  so  variable 
in  the  various  locations,  that  some  students  might  hold  a cer- 
tificate, which,  so  far  from  being  worth  $100  might  not  be  worth 
$25.  I respectfully  suggest,  then,  that  this  $100  be  pa}Table 
out  of  the  State  Treasury,  and  in  this  way  all  -would  be  on  an 
equality.  Even  should  all  the  scholarships  provided  for  in  the 
State,  for  both  races,  be  filled,  it  would  only  be  $22,600. 
Surely,  by  retrenching  in  some  other  quarters  not  so  important, 
this  great  interest  would  be  promoted  at  a very  trilling  cost, 
considering  the  advantages  which  would  accrue  to  the  educa- 
tional interests  of  the  State  from  so  benign  and  noble  a pro- 
vision. 

2.  The  forfeiting  of  the  scholarship  is  made,  by  the  words  of 
the  law,  to  be  consequent  only  upon  expulsion  from  the  Uni- 
versity. This  should  be  changed  to  this  form  “unless  his  con- 
nection with  the  University  be  severed  under  its  discipline.” 
Expulsion  being  only  one  form  of  severing  his  connection, 
advantage  might  be  taken  by  an  unworthy  student  to  act  in  a 
way  utterly  inconsistent  with  the  laws  of  the  University,  and 
yet,  not  coming  within  the  sphere  of  disorderly  conduct  required 
for  expulsion,  he  might  retain  the  $100  and  do  no  good  for 
himself  or  any  one  else.  The  proposed  amendment  covers  all 
the  ground.  We  sometimes  suspend  and  dismiss  privately, 
but  expulsion  is  the  highest  penalty  of  our  organic  law.  It 
seems  to  me  it  was  never  intended  b}'  the  Legislature  to  allow 
this  benefaction  to  be  perverted  in  this  way.  It  was  designed 
to  encourage  meritorious  students;  not  to  give  a premium  to 
idleness  and  neglect  of  duty. 

3.  The  law  requires  that  “the  authorities  shall  fix  the  cost 
of  clothing  and  board  ” in  these  cases.  I respectfully  suggest 
that  this  provision  be  stricken  out.  It  invades  the  province  of 
private  right,  as  it  dictates  to  the  student  what  he  shall  pay  for 
board  and  clothing.  And  as  the  $100  will  not  be  enough  to 
buy  clothing  to  any  extent,  or  pay  board  for  any  length  of 
time  appreciable  scarcely  during  the  session.  Let  them  come  and 
be  placed  upon  the  same  footing  upon  which  other  students 
are  placed.  Indeed,  it  is  requiring  of  “ the  authorities  ” some- 
thing that  the}'  cannot  do — i.  e.  to  control  the  price  of  board 
and  clothing  for  students. 

4.  The  law  allows  this  $100  to  be  paid  to  the  student  “ for  a 
matriculation  term  of  four  years  ” only.  Now,  as  in  almost 
every  instance,  the  students  on  these  scholarships  come  pre- 
pared for  no  higher  class  than  the  Preparatory  Department,  and 


602 


most  of  them  for  the  first  year  of  that  department,  there  being 
two  years  required  in  it,  it  follows  that  if  the  four  years  is  insisted 
upon,  as  the  limit  of  the  benefaction,  then,  at  the  end  of  the 
second  year  of  the  University  course  proper,  or  Sophomore 
year,  in  many  cases,  and,  at  furthest,  at  the  end  ol  the  third 
year,  the  student  will  lose  his  $100.  There  is  one  alternative 
by  which  the  letter  of  the  law  may  be  carried  out,  and  that  is 
to  require  the  scholarship-men  not  to  enter  any  lower  class  than 
the  lirst  year,  or  Freshman  of  the  University,  and  then  he  can 
finish  his  education  by  graduating,  and  have  hi*s  $100  every 
year.  But  this  would  require  an  examination  on  all  the 
branches  preliminary  to  entrance  into  the  Freshman,  which 
embrace  a considerable  quantity  of  Latin,  Greek,  and  Algebra, 
besides  the  present  subjects  of  examination,  viz:  Spelling, 
Reading,  Writing,  Arithmetic,  English  Grammar,  and  Geogra- 
phy. Our  ordinary  committees  of  examiners  would,  I appre- 
hend, be  found  incompetent  to  conduct  such  an  examination. 
There  is  another  alternative:  let  the  term  be  extended  to  six 
years,  during  which  this  $100  annuity  shall  be  paid  to  the  suc- 
cessful candidate,  limiting  the  examination  to  those  branches 
of  elementary  study  now  required. 

I would  furthermore  respectfully  suggest  to  your  Excellency 
the  propriety  of  giving  wider  publicity  to  this  law  and  its  pro- 
visions. There  are  portions  of  the  State  where  nothing  is 
known  in  regard  to  it. 

A proclamation,  in  circular  form,  might  be  issued  by  your 
Excellency,  and  a cop}7  forwarded  to  every  Superintendent  of 
County  Schools  in  the  State,  or  every  Chancery  Clerk,  or 
Chancellor  of  Each  District,  and  this,  also,  published  exten- 
sively in  the  journals  of  the  State  for  the  information  of  the 
people. 

There  is  also  much  misapprehension  among  the  people,  even 
where  the  general  nature  of  the  law  is  understood,  in  regard 
to  the  amount  which  the  scholarship  students  are  to  pay  on 
their  arrival  here.  Some  think  they  pay  nothing,  either  for 
board  or  tuition.  Others  think  they  pay  for  nothing  at  all,  not 
even  clothing  and  books.  It  is  well  that  the  true  state  of 
things  shall  be  made  known. 

No  Mississippi  student  pays  any  tuition.  All  students, 
whether  from  Mississippi  or  elsewhere,  pay  a matriculation  fee 
the  first  time  they  enter — never  afterward.  All  pay  a fuel  fee, 
varying  in  amount  in  accordance  with  their  place  of  lodging. 
All  deposit  five  dollars  in  advance  for  damages.  The  sum  re- 
quired of  all  is  $24  to  $33,  in  advance,  at  the  opening,  and  a 
proportionably  smaller  sum  at  a later  date  of  entrance.  Were 
it  deemed  prudent,  I would  suggest  an  increase  of  the  amount 
allowed  for  the  free  scholarship.  This  is,  in  my  judgment, 
absolutely  necessary  for  the  sustentation  of  Alcorn  University. 
Without  it,  they  cannot  be  furnished  with  the  necessary 
number  of  well  trained  teachers,  and,  unless  this  done,  the  i n- 
stitution,  I fear,  will  break  down,  and,  with  it,  this  University. 
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I have  thus  endeavored  to  lay  before  your  Excellency  my 
views  on  this  whole  subject,  and  trust  I have  not  failed  in 
making  nc^self  intelligible. 

Very  respectfully, 

JNO  N.  WADDEL. 


University  of  Mississippi,  December  30,  1871. 

To  His  Excellency , Governor  Powers: 

Dear  Sir — I omitted  in  my  communication  on  yesterday, 
an  amendment  to  the  Scholarship  Law,  wrhich  I regard  as  one  of 
much  importance.  It  is,  that  scholarship  students  who  receive 
the  benefit  of  the  annuity  of  $100  for  a full  term  of  }^ears,  shall 
be  required,  as  a condition  to  their  being  allowed  to  obtain  it, 
to  pledge  themselves  to  teach , for  a term  of  years,  say  two  or 
three  j^ears  at  least,  in  the  State.  We  need  teachers  above  all 
things  in  Mississippi,  and  it  is  but  an  equitable  return  to  the 
State  for  this  benefaction,  that  they  should  devote  some  of 
the  fruits  of  their  education  to  the  benefit  of  the  people  in 
this  most  essential  department  of  usefulness. 

I venture  to  submit  this  suggestion  to  the  judgment  of  y our 
Excellency  in  the  hope  that  it  may  meet  your  approbation. 

Truly  and  respectfully, 


JNO.  N.  WADDEL. 


EEPOET 

OF  THE 


JOINT  STANDING  COMMITTEE  ON  PUBLIC  BUILDINGS, 


To  the  Honorable , the  Senate  and  House  of  Bepresentatives  of 

the  State  of  Mississippi: 

Gentlemen — The  undersigned  Joint  Standing  Committee  on 
Public  Buildings,  appointed  under  and  by  virtue  of  an  act  ot  the 
Legislature,  entitled  “An  Act  making  certain  appropriations 
for  the  Insane  Asylnm,  and  for  other  purposes,”  which  Act 
became  a law  under  the  operations  of  the  Constitution,  on  the 
16th  day  of  July,  A.  D.  1870,  beg  leave,  respectfully,  to  make 
the  following  report  of  the  manner  in  which  they  have  dis- 
charged the  duties  imposed  upon  them  by  the  provisions  of 
said  Act,  as  well  as  by  the  provisions  of  “An  Act  to  provide  for 
the  repairs  of  the  State  Capitol,  and  making  an  appropriation 
of  seventy  thousand  dollars  for  the  payment  of  the  same,”  and 
also,  of  “An  Act  to  provide  for  the  repairs  of,  and  an  addi- 
tional building  to,  the  Mississippi  State  Lunatic  Asylum.” 

At  the  last  meeting  of  your  Honorable  Body,  in  January,  A. 
D.  1871,  your  Committee  made  a full  report  of  their  action  up 
to  the  date  of  said  report,  stating  their  organization  as  a Com- 
mittee; their  employment  of  an  Architect  to  draft  the  plans 
and  specifications  for  the  repairs  of  the  State  Capitol,  and,  also, 
the  plans  and  specifications  for  the  repairs  of,  and  additional 
buildings  to  the  State  Lunatie  Asylum;  the  advertising  for 
sealed  proposals  for  contracts  for  the  repairs,  etc.,  of  said 
buildings;  the  opening  of  the  bids  and  the  assignment  of  the 
contracts  to  Messrs.  Keary  & Stanton;  the  progress  of  the  work 
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under  their  contracts,  and  the  amount  of  money  paid  out  by 
the  Committee,  etc.,  etc.  Said  report  also  shows  the  action  of 
your  Committee  in  letting  out  the  contract  to  Mr.  J.  M.  Coats, 
for  doing  certain  repairs  on  said  Asylum,  as  provided  for  in  the 
Act  of  the  Legislature,  entitled  “An  Act  making  certain  appro- 
priations for  the  repairs  of  the  Insane  Asylum',  and  for  other 
purposes;”  which  Act  appropriates  $5,000  to  pay  for  said 
repairs.  Said  report  also  shows  the  contract  made  with  Mr.  J. 
M.  Coats,  for  the  erection  of  two  water  closets  in  the  State 
Capitol,  under  the  provisions  of  the  last  above  recited  Act.  It 
shows,  also,  the  different  sub-contracts  made  with  the  contract- 
ors lor  additional  and  extra  work  done  by  them  on  said  build- 
ings, and  the  amount  allowed  for  said  extra  work.  It  contains, 
also,  the  report  of  the  State  Architect,  Mr.  J.  Willis,  to  the 
Committee,  showing  the  progress  of  the  work  under  the  various 
contracts — and  has  appended  full  statements  showing  the  finan- 
cial operations  of  the  Committee;  the  amount  expended  of 
each  appropriation;  the  amount  remaining  in  the  Treasury, 
not  drawn  for,  as  well  as  the  amounts  due  the  contractors,  on 
their  different  contracts.  It  is  deemed  by  the  Committee 
unnecessary  here  to  recapitulate  in  full  all  the  statements  rela- 
tive to  the  transaction  of  the  Committee,  contained  in  said 
report,  but  it  is  believed  to  be  sufficient  for  them,  as  a full 
explanation  of  their  action,  to  file  herewith  a copy  of  said 
report,  which  was  printed  by  order  of  the  Legislature,  and 
which  they  do,  marked  as  document  “A,”  and  ask  that  it  shall 
be  taken  as  a part  of  this  report. 

At  the  date  of  the  last  report  of  your  Committee,  the 
repairs  on  the  State  Capitol  had  not  been  fully  completed;  but 
subsequent  thereto  the  contractors  completed  the  work  on  said 
buildings  agreeable  to  their  contract,  and  upon  the  certificate  of 
the  State  Architect  to  the  Committee,  certifying  that  the  work 
had  been  fully  completed,  the  Committee  received  said  building 
from  said  contractors;  canceled  their  bonds,  and  drew  their 
requisition  on  the  Auditor  of  Public  Accounts,  in  favour  of  said 
contractors  for  the  balance  remaining  due  and  unpaid  them  on 
their  contracts,  including  the  twenty  per  cent,  withheld  by  the 
Auditor,  on  the  different  requisitions  in  their  behalf  b}1,  the 
Committee,  as  the  work  progressed;  which  said  balance  not 
drawn  for,  including  said  twenty  per  cent.,  amouhted  to  the 
sum  of  $17,654.  This  requisition  the  Auditor  paid,  which  was 
the  last  and  final  paj^ment  due  said  contractors  on  their  con- 
tract for  the  repairs  of  the  State  Capitol. 

At  the  date  of  our  said  last  report,  Mr.  J.  M.  Coats  had  not 
fully  completed  his  contract  for  repairs  on  the  Lunatic  Asylum, 
nor  his  contract  for  erecting  two  water-closets  in  the  Capitol, 
llut,  in  a very  short  time  after  the  date  of  said  report,  he  com- 
pleted both  of  said  contracts,  and  the  work  was  revived  by  the 
Committee,  and  he  fully  paid  the  balances  due  him  on  said  con- 
tracts, by  a requisition  on  the  Auditor  of  Public  Accounts  for 
the  sums  due,  viz:  $350  on  his  contract  on  the  Asylum,  and 
$500  on  his  contract  for  the  erection  of  two  water-closets  in 
the  State  Capitol. 
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At  the  date  of  our  last  report,  but  little  had  been  done  by 
Messrs.  Iveary  <fc  Stanton,  on  their  contract  for  the  repairs  of 
and  the  erection  of  two  new  wings  to  the  State  Lunatic  Asylum. 
For  a full  statement  of  the  progress  of  the  work  on  said  Asy- 
lum, and  the  extension  of  the  two  new  wings  thereto,  your 
Committee  beg  leave  to  refer  your  Honorable  Body  to  the  report 
of  Mr.  J.  Willis,  State  Architect,  herewith  filed,  and  marked 
as  Document  “ B,”  and  respectfully  ask  to  be  taken  as  part  of 
this  report. 

Reference  is  also  made  to  the  report  of  said  Architect  for  a 
full  explanation  of  the  different  original  and  sub-contracts 
made  with  the  contracting  parties  for  the  repairs  of  said  Asy- 
lum; the  extension  of  the  new  wings;  the  repairs  of  the  heat- 
ing apparatus  in  the  old  buildings,  and  the  erection  of  new 
apparatus  for  the  heating  of  the  new  wings;  the  erection  of 
gas  works  for  lighting  the  building  with  gas;  the  repairs  of  the 
boiler:  furnishing  new  boilers;  the  building  of  a new  boiler- 
house,  and  washing  and  ironing  rooms;  the  repairs  of  the  roofs 
on  the  old  buildings,  made  necessary  by  the  damage  done  to 
them  by  the  hailstorm,.  etc.,  etc. 

As  none  of  the  contracts  of  the  different  contractors  on  the 
State  Capitol  and  Lunatic  Asylum  had  been  fully  completed  at 
the  date  of  the  last  report  of  your  Committee, .they  deem  it 
proper  to  make  full  statements,  showing  the  manner  in  which 
they  have  expended  the  different  funds  appropriated  under  the 
different  acts  of  the  Legislature,  providing  for  the  repairs  of 
the  State  Capitol  and  Lunatic  Asylum. 

The  Committee  charge  themselves  with  $1,000,  the  amount 
of  the  appropriation  made  by  the  first  section  of  “ An  Act , of 
the  Legislature,  making  certain  appropriations  for  the  Insane 
Asylum,  and  for  other  purposes,”  for  the  “improvement  of  the 
Capitol  grounds,  and  for  the  building  of  two  water-closets 
within  the  bounds  of  said  grounds,”  as  will  appear  by  “ State- 
ment No.  1,”  herewith  filed;  and  credit  themselves  by  $1,000,  a 
part  of  .“Exhibit  D,”  accompanying  said  statement.  This 
shows  that  the  whole  amount  of  said  appropriation  has  been 
expended. 

“ Exhibit  D”  is  a statement  of  the  account  of  James  M. 
Coats,  for  his  contract  to  erect  two  water-closets  in  the  Capitol, 
amounting,  to  $1,500;  one  thousand  dollars  of  which  the  Com- 
mittee paid  out  of  the  appropriation,  as  shown  in  “Statement 
No.  1,”  and  $500  out  of  the  $70,000  appropriation,  for  the  re- 
pairs of  the  Capitol. 

The  Committee  charge  themselves  with  the  whole  amount  of 
the  $5,000  appropriation  made  by  the  act  of  the  Legislature, 
entitled  “An  Act  making  certain  appropriations  for  the  repairs 
of  the  Insane  Asylum,  and  for  other  purposes,”  as  shown  by 
“ Statement  No.  2,”  and  credit  themselves  by  $5,000  expended, 
as  shown  by  “ Exhibit  B,”  and  vouchers  accompanying  said 
statement.  This  statement  shows  that  the  whole  amount  of 
said  appropriation  has  been  expended. 

“Exhibit  B”  is  a statement  of  the  account  of  James  M. 
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Coats  for  his  contraet  for  certain  repairs  on  the  Lunatic  Asy- 
lum, as  made  by  the  Committee  with  him,  under  and  by  virtue 
of  the  provisions  of  “An  Act- of  the  Legislature  making  cer- 
tain appropriations  for  the  repairs  of  the  Insane  Asylum,  and 
for  other  purposes,”  which  act  appropriated  $5,000  to  pay  for 
said  repairs. 

Tabular  “ Statement  No.  3,”  with  the  accompanying  vouchers 
to  the  same,  show  the  manner  in  which  the  Committee  have 
expended  the  appropriation  of  $70,000  made  by  the  Legislature, 
under  and  by  virtue  of  an  act  entitled  “ An  Act  to  provide  for 
the  repairs  of  the  State  Capitol,  and  making  an  appropriation 
of  $70,000  for  the  payment  of  the  same.” 

In  this  “ Statement,”  the  Committee  charge  themselves  with 
the  whole  amount  of  said  appropriation  of  $70,000,  and  credit 
themselves  with  requisitions  on  the  Auditor  of  Public  Accounts, 
in  favor  of  Messrs.  Keary  & Stanton,  amounting,  in  the  aggre- 
gate, as  shown  by  said  statement  and  “ Exhibit  E ” thereto, 
with  the  vouchers  accompanying  the  same,  to  the  sum  of 
$69,500,  leaving  a balance  of  said  appropriation  of  $500,  which 
wras  paid  to  James  M.  Coats,  on  his  contract  for  the  erection  of 
two  water-closets  in  the  Capitol,  as  appears  in  “Exhibit  D”  to 
“ Statement  No.  1.”  From  the  above  statement,  it  will  be  seen 
that  the  whole  amount  of  the  appropriation  of  $70,000  has 
been  expended  by  the  Committee,  in  the  repairs  of  the  Capitol, 
and  the  erection  of  water-closets  in  the  same. 

“ Exhibit  E ” is  a statement  of  the  Accounts  of  Messrs. 
Keary  & Stanton,  for  their  contract  for  the  repairs  on  the 
State  Capitol,  and  fully  explains  itself. 

By  “ Statement  No.  4,”  it  will  be  seen  that  the  Committee 
charge  themselves  with  the  whole  amount  of  the  appropriation 
of  $150,000,  made  by  the  Legislature,  for  the  “repairs  of,  and 
additional  buildings  to  the  State  Lunatic  Asylum,”  and  credit 
themselves  with  the  amounts  of  the  different  requisitions  made 
upon  said  appropriation,  as  shown  by  “ Exhibits  A,  C,  F,  G, 
H,  and  I,”  with  the  vouchers  thereto  accompanying  said  state- 
ment. This  statement  and  accompanying  vouchers  show  that 
the  Committee  have  drawn  upon  this  appropriation  to  the 
amount  of  $128,589  80,  leaving  a balance  in  the  Treasury,  not 
yet  drawn  for,  of  $21,410  20.  Out  of  this  balance,  the  amounts 
due,  and  which  will  be  due  to  the  contractors  on  the  Asylum, 
are  to  be  paid. 

By  the  provisions  of  the  Act  of  the  Legislature  making  an  ap- 
propriation of  $150,000  for  the  “repair  of,  and  additional  build- 
ings to  the  State  Lunatic  Asylum,”  $1,000  is  appropriated 
for  incidental  expenses  of  the  Committee.  “ Exhibit  A,”  to 
“ Statement  No.  1,”  shows  the  manner  in  which  said  appropri- 
ation has  been  expended.  It  will  be  seen  from  this  exhibit, 
and  the  accompanying  vouchers,  that  the  Committee  have  ex- 
pended $937  90  of  said  appropriation,  leaving  a balance  on 
hand,  unexpended,  of  sixty-two  dollars  and  ten  cents. 

“ Exhibit  C,”  to  said  “Statement  No.  1,”  shows  the  different 
contracts  made  with  -Mr.  James  M.  Coats,  for  repairs,  etc.,  on 
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the  Lunatic  Asylum,  payable  out  of  the  $150,000  appropriation, 
amounting  to  the  sum  of  $13,864  28,  as  well  as  the  amount  of 
the  different  requisitions  drawn  by  the  Committee  in  his  favor 
on  the  Auditor  of  Public  Accounts,  amounting  to  the  sum  of 
$9,364  28,  leaving  a balance  due  him  on  his  said  contracts, 
when  completed,  of  $4,500. 

“ Exhibit  F,”  to  said  “ Statement  No.  1,”  shows  the  amount 
of  the  original  and  sub-contracts  made  with  Messrs.  Keary  & 
Stanton,  for  the  repairs  of,  and  the  erection  of  the  two  new 
wings  to  the  Lunatic  As3rlum,  amounting  to  the  sum  of  $114,- 
832,  as  well  as  the  different  requisitions  drawn  by  the  Commit- 
tee, in  their  behalf,  on  the  Auditor  of  Public  Accounts, 
amounting  to  the  sum  of  $101,655  90,  leaving  a balance  due 
them,  and  to  become  due  on  the  completion  of  their  contract, 
of  $13,176  10.  In  addition  to  this  amount  due  them  on  their 
contracts  not  }"et  drawn  for,  twenty  per  cent,  of  the  amount  of 
the  different  requisitions  in  their  favor  has  been  withheld  by 
the  Auditor,  which  amounts  to  the  sum  of  $20,311  18.  This 
sum,  added  to  the  amount  due  them  on  their  contracts  not 
drawn  for,  makes  the  sum  of  $33,507  28,  the  balance  which 
will  be  due  and  payable  to  them  on  the  completion  of  their  said 
contracts. 

“Exhibit  G,”  to  said  “Statement  No.  1,”  shows  the  amount 
of  the  different  contracts  made  with  Mr.  J.  B.  Allen,  for  the 
repairs  of  gas  works  and  heating  apparatus  in  the  old  buildings, 
and  for  furnishing  the  materials  and  putting  up  the  heating 
apparatus  for  the  heating  of  the  two  new  wings  of  the  Lunatic 
Asylum,  etc.,  when  completed,  amounting  to  the  sum  of  $12,- 
465  65.  And,  also,  shows  the  amount  of  the  different  requisi- 
tions made  by  the  Committee  in  favor  of  said  contractor, 
amounting  to  the  sum  of  $9,481  08,  leaving  a balance  due  him, 
on  the  completion  ofsaid  contracts,  of  $2,984  57. 

“ Exhibit  H,”  to  said  “ Statement  No.  1,”  under  the  head  of 
“ Miscellaneous  Accounts,”  shows  the  amount  paid  Mr.  J. 
Willis,  State  Architect,  for  the  labor  of  mechanics  furnished 
by  him,  in  having  the  boiler  at  the  Lunatic  Asylum  repaired, 
under  a resolution  of  the  Committee,  amounting  to  the  sum  of 
$125.  And,  also,  the  amount  paid  Dr.  Wm.  M.  Compton,  the 
Medical  Superintendent  of  the  State  Lunatic  Asjdum,  for  fur- 
niture furnished  by  him  for  the  use  of  said  Asylum,  under  a 
resolution  of  the  Committee  instructing  him  to  purchase  said 
furniture,  in  conformity  to  a Joint  Resolution  of  the  Legisla- 
ture, adopted  at  the  last  session,  in  1871,  authorizing  the  Com- 
mittee to  use  $2,000,  of  the  $150,000  appropriation,  for  this 
purpose.  Making  the  total  amount  of  the  contracts,  as  shown 
by  the  said  “Exhibit  H,”  the  sum  of  $2,125.  Said  Exhibit 
also  shows  that  the  Committee  have  drawn  their  requisition  on 
the  Auditor  of  Public  Accounts,  in  favor  of  said  J.  Willis  and 
Dr.  Wm.  M.  Compton  for  the  amounts  named,  in  payment  of  said 
contracts. 

And.  in  this  connection,  it  is  deemed  proper  by  the  Commit- 
tee to  state  that  at  the  last  session  of  your  Honorable  Body,  a 
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resolution  was  adopted  by  both  Houses  of  the  Legislature,  and 
approved  by  the  Governor,  authorizing*  the  Committee  to  use 
the  sum  of  $2,000  of  the  $150,000  appropriation  made  for  the 
repairs  of  the  Asylum,  etc.,  in  the  purchase  of  new  furniture 
for  the  accommodation  of  the  occupants  of  the  old  Asylum 
buildings.  Under  this  resolution  your  Committee  required  of 
Dr.  Wm.  M.  Compton,  the  Medical  Superintendent  of  said 
Asjdum,  to  file  with  them  an  estimate  of  the  amount  of  furni- 
ture needed  to  furnish  the  various  wards  at  the  Asylum,  and 
the  probable  cost  of  the  same.  In  conformity  with  this  requi- 
sition, Dr.  Compton  filed  with  the  Committee  an  inventory  of 
the  furniture  needed  at  the  Asylum,  estimating  the  cost  of  the 
same  at  the  sum  of  $1,986.  Upon  the  filing  of  said  inventory, 
and  estimate  of  the  cost  of  said  furniture,  on  the  18th  day  of 
May,  1871,  the  Committee,  by  resolution,  instructed  Dr.  Comp- 
ton to  purchase  said  furniture,  which  he  did ; and  on  the  25th 
day  of  July,  1871,  the  Committee  drew  their  requisition  on  the 
Auditor  of  Public  Accounts  in  his  favor,  for  the  sum  of  $2,000, 
to  pay  for  said  furniture;  which  requisition  was  paid  by  the 
Auditor,  b}T  his  warrant  on  the  State  Treasurer,  for  said  sum  of 
$2,000.  Said  inventory  of  furniture  and  the  estimated  cost  of 
the  same  is  herewith  filed,  and  marked  “ Document  C,”  and 
made  a part  of  this  report.  Dr.  Compton,  the  Committee  sup- 
pose, will  make  a full  statement  in  his  annual  report,  relative 
to  the  purchase  of  said  furniture  and  the  exact  cost  of  the 
same,  in  cash,  etc. 

“Exhibit  I,”  to  “Statement  No.  1,”  shows  the  amount  of  the 
account  of  Mr.  J.  Willis,  for  his  salary  as  State  Architect,  for 
one  year  and  four  months,  from  the  third  day  of  August, 
1870  (the  date  of  his  emplo3*ment  by  said  committee  as  said 
Architect)  to  the  third  day  of  December,  1871,  at  the  rate  of 
$3,000  per  annum,  in  cash,  making  the  sum  of  $4,000,  in  cash, 
due  him  for  his  services  up  to  the  last  named  date.  To  this 
sum  is  added  $963  54,  the  amount  of  discount  on  warrants  sold 
by  him  to  pay  his  said  salary  of  $3,000  per  annum,  in  cash, 
which  makes  the  total  amount  of  his  account,  as  shown  by  said 
exhibit,  the  sum  of  $4,963  54,  which  sum  has  been  paid  by  the 
different  requisitions  of  the  Committee  in  behalf  of  Mr.  Willis, 
on  the  order  of  the  Auditor  of  Public  Accounts,  as  shown  by 
the  debit  side  of  said  exhibit. 

A full  settlement  is  made  in  the  last  report,  of  your  Commit- 
tee, herewith  filed,  and  marked  as  Document  “A”  to  this 
report,  of  the  employment  of  Mr.  Willis,  as  State  Architect,  to 
draw  the  plans  and  specifications  of  the  repairs  of  the  State 
Capitol,  and  the  plans  and  specifications  of  the  repairs  of,  and 
new  wings  to,  the  Lunatic  Asylum,  and  also,  to  superintend  the 
work  on  said  buildings,  as  the  same  progressed.  But  while 
such  is  the  case,  it  is  deemed  proper  by  the  Committee  to 
recaoitulate  the  facts  in  connection  with  he  employment  of  Mr. 
Willis,  as  State  Architect,  to  superintend  said  repairs,  etc. 
They  are  these: 

He  was  first  employed  by  the  Committee  to  draft  the  plans 
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and  specifications  for  the  repairs  of  the  State  Capitol,  and  the 
repairs  of,  and  additional  wings  to  the  State  Lunatic  Asylum. 
And  by  resolution,  at  the  date  of  his  employment  to  draft  said 
plans  and  specifications,  viz.:  on  the  3d  day  of  August,  1870, 
the  Committee  agreed  to  pay  him  for  said  service  the  sum  of 
$1,000,  in  cash,  reserving  to  themselves  the  right,  if  they  after- 
ward saw  proper  to  do  so,  to  employ  him  to  superintend  the 
repairs,  etc.,  on  said  building;  agreeing,  in  the  event  that  if 
they  should  so  employ  him,  to  pay  him  a salary  of  $3,000  per 
annum,  in  cash,  for  his  services.  It  being  understood,  if  he 
be  so  employed  by  the  Committee,  that  the  $1,000  which  they 
agreed  to  pay  him  in  cash,  for  drawing  the  plans  and  specifica- 
tions for  the  repairs,  etc.,  of  said  Capitol  and  Asylum,  should 
be  included  as  part  of  his  said  salary  of  $3,000  per  annum,  and 
should  not  be  charged  by  him  as  a separate  item,  but  should 
be  credited  as  part  payment  of  said  salary.  In  compliance 
with  this  contract  and  agreement,  Mr.  Willis  drew  up  the  plans 
and  specificattons  for  the  repairs,  etc.,  of  said  building,  and  the 
Committee  drew  their  requisition  in  his  behalf,  for  $1,250,  on 
the  Auditor  of  Public  Accounts,  in  payment  of  the  $1,000  in 
cash,  which  the  Committee  had  agreed  to  pay  Mr.  Willis  for 
drawing  the  plans  and  specifications  for  the  repairs,  etc.,  of  said 
Capitol  and  Asylum,  rating  State  warrants  at  eighty  cents  on 
the  dollar.  Which  requisition  the  Auditor  paid  by  his  warrant 
in  favor  of  Mr.  Willis,  on  the  State  Treasurer. 

Subsequently,  the  Committee  employed  Mr.  Willis  perma- 
nently, as  they  had  reserved  to  themselves  the  right  to  do,  to 
superintend  the  work  on  said  buildings,  and  agreed  to  pay  him 
for  his  services,  as  above  stated,  the  sum  of  $3,000  per  annum, 
in  cash — the  $1,000  already  paid  him  to  be  credited  on  his 
annual  salary,  as  part  payment  of  the  same,  as  agreed  upon 
between  him  and  the  Committee;  his  employment  dating  from 
the  3d  day  of  August,  1870. 

The  Committee  respectfully  ask  }-our  Honorable  Body  to 
confirm  and  ratify  their  action  in  the  emplo3^ment  of  Mr.  Wil- 
lis, as  State  Architect,  and  the  payment  by  them  to  him  of  his 
salary,  of  $3,000  in  cash,  as  agreed  upon  by  said  Architect  and 
said  Committee. 

“ Exhibit  I ” to  “ Statement  No.  4|”  further  shows  that  Mr. 
Willis  has  been  paid  his  salary  up  to  the  3d  day  of  December, 
1871.  Said  Exhibit  fully  explains  itself. 

“Statement  No.  5”  is  a recapitulation  of  the  different  con- 
tracts, payable  out  of  the  $150,000  appropriation,  for  the 
repairs,  etc.,  of  the  Asylum.  It  will  be  seen  by  this  statement, 
that  contracts  have  been  made  by  the  Committee  with  different 
parties,  amounting  to  the  sum  of  $149,250  47.  This  amount, 
deducted  from  the  $150,000  appropriation,  leaves  a balance  of 
said  appropriation,  not  covered  by  any  contract,  of  $749  53. 

The  original  vouchers  accompanying  the  report  of  your 
Committee,  made  to  the  Legislature  at  the  meeting  of  that  bod}", 
in  January,  1871,  are  not  in  the  hands  of  the  Committee.  They 
were  presented  to  the  Legislature,  with  said  report,  and  by  that 
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body  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  Public  Printer,  for  publication 
with  said  report,  and  have  not  been  in  the  hands  of  your  Com- 
mittee since  that  time.  This  accounts  for  the  lack  of  said  orig- 
inal vouchers  being  filled  with  this  report.  They  are,  however, 
printed  in  full,  in  our  said  last  report,  and  are  hereby  referred 
to  as  vouchers  to  the  exhibits  and  documents  accompanying 
this  report.  In  making  out  this  report,  the  statements  have 
been  consolidated — that  is,  all  the  contracts  made  with  each 
individual,  payable  out  of  the  same  appropriation,  is  embraced 
in  one  statement,  instead  of  being  made  out  separately,  as  was 
done  in  our  last  report.  By  adopting  this  course,  it  necessita- 
ted the  change  of  the  numbers  of  some  of  the  vouchers. 
Therefore,  the  numbers  of  the  printed  vouchers  to  the  different 
statements  and  exhibits,  are  not,  in  all  instances,  the  same;  they 
are  in  the  exhibits  and  statements  accompanying  this  report,  as 
part  of  the  same. 

Special  attention  is  called  to  the  report  of  Mr.  J.  Willis, 
State  Architect,  herewith  filed,  and  made  a part  of  this  report. 
Especially  is  the  attention  of  your  Honorable  Body  called  to 
that  part  of  said  report  wherein  the  Architect  recommends 
that  four  large  cisterns  be  erected  for  the  purpose  of  supplying 
water  for  the  use  of  the  occupants  of  the  Asylum,  after  the  two 
new  wings  are  completed.  The  Architect  believes  that  these 
cisterns  are  indispensably  necessary.  He  estimates  the  cost  of 
the  erection  of  these  cisterns,  with  the  pipes,  etc.,  attached,  at 
the  sum  of  $6,500  or  $7,000.  He  also  estimates,  that  it  will 
cost  about  $5,000  to  finish  off  the  interior  of  the  basement 
rooms  under  the  new  east  wing,  and  the  rooms  provided  for, 
over  the  boiler  and  wash  rooms  in  the  rear  building  of  the 
Asylum,  and  recommends  that  an  appropriation  of  that  amount 
be  made  for  thdt  purpose.  He  also  recommends,  that  the  out- 
side of  the  entire  buildings  be  painted,  after  the  new  wings  are 
completed,  so  as  to  represent  stone  work,  and  estimates  the 
cost  of  the  same,  at  from  $8,000  to  $10,000.  He  also  suggests, 
that  it  will  require  an  appropriation  of  several  thousand  dollars, 
to  furnish  the  two  new  wings  with  proper  furniture  when  they 
are  completed.  He  estimates  that  it  will  take  an  additional  ap- 
propriation of  thirty-five  thousand  dollars  to  pay  for  improve- 
ments as  above  enumerated,  and  declared  to  be  actually  essen- 
tial, by  said  Architect. 

The  Committee,  therefore,  recommend  to  your  Honorable 
Body,  that  said  appropriation  be  made,  so.  as  to  enable  them  to 
have  said  work  done  as  recommended  by  said  Architect. 

Special  attentionis  also  called  to  that  portion  of  the  report  of 
the  State  Architect  in  which  he  refers  to  the  contract  of 
Messrs.  Keary  & 'Stanton  for  the  erection  of  the  two  new  wings 
to  the  State  Lunatic  Asjdum,  etc.  He  gives  some  of  the  reasons 
why  it  is  impossible  for  the  contractors  to  complete  their  con- 
tract within  the  time  agreed  upon.  From  the  personal  know- 
ledge the  Committee  have,  relative  to  the  drawbacks  and  embar- 
rassments the  contractors  have  had  to  encounter,  as  well  as  from 
the  facts  brought  to  their  knowledge  by  the  Report  of  the  State 
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Architect,  they  are  satisfied  that  it  would  be  unjust  to  the 
contractors  to  hold  them  strictly  to  their  contract  as  regards 
the  time  of  completing  the  work.  The  difficulties  they  have 
had  to  encounter  have  been  of  such  a nature  that  it  has  been 
a matter  of  impossibility  for  the  contractors  to  overcome  and 
subordinate  them  to  their  control.  The  lateness  of  the  season, 
when  it  was  possible  for  the  contractors  to  commence  prep- 
arations for  the  work  on  their  contract,  the  extreme  wet 
weather  in  the  spring  of  the  present  year,  and  the  delays  in 
the  transportation  of  materials  over  the  railroads,  etc.,  are 
some  of  the  causes  which  have  put  it  beyond  the  power  of  the 
contractors  to  strictly  comply  with  their  contract  as  regards  to 
time. 

In  consideration  of  the  foregoing  facts,  and  also  of  the 
faithful  and  workmanlike  manner  in  which  they  have  per- 
formed the  work,  as  far  as  they  have  progressed  with  it,  as  well 
as  the  continued  effort  they  are  making  to  carry  out  their  con- 
tract in  good  faith,  the  Committee  have  agreed  not  to  hold  the 
contractors  to  a strict  compliance  of  their  contract  as  regards 
the  time  of  completing  the  work;  and,  therefore,  suggest,  that 
they  be  relieved  from  the  forfeiture,  as  provided  for  in  their 
written  contract,  in  the  event  they  fail  to  complete  their  con- 
tract by  the  first  da}^  of  January,  1872. 

Your  Committee,  as  originally  appointed  under  the  provisions 
of  an  act  of  the  Legislature,  entitled  “ An  Act  making  certain 
appropriations  for  the  repairs  of  the  Insane  Asylum,  and  for 
other  purposes,”  consisted  of  Hons.  Wm.  H.  Gibbs,  and  Joseph 
Bennett,  of  the  Senate,  and  F.  E.  Franklin,  J.  M.  Stone,  and 
J.  Aaron  Moore,  of  the  House  of  Representatives.  Shortly 
after  the  organization  of  the  Committee,  Hon.  F.  E.  Franklin 
died;  from  the  date  of  his  death  up  to  very  nearly  the  close 
of  the  last  session  of  the  Legislature,  there  had  been  no  one 
appointed  to  fill  the  vacancy.  About  the  close  of  the  last 
session  of  the  Legislature,  however,  Hon.  D.  N.  Quinn,  a mem- 
ber of  the  House  of  Representatives,  was  appointed  a member 
of  the  Joint  Standing  Committee  on  Public  Buildings,  to  fill 
the  vacancy  occasioned  by  the  death  of  Hon.  F.  E.  Franklin. 
Since  his  appointment,  he  has  acted  with  the  Comfnittee,  and 
rendered  efficient  services  in  assisting  the  other  members  of  the 
Committee  in  the  discharge  of  their  duties. 

Hon.  J.  Aaron  Moore  is  the  only  member  of  the  Committee 
who  has  not  been  returned  to  a seat  in  the  Legislature,  and  if 
it  should  be  deemed  expedient  to  continue  the  Committee  until 
the  contracts  on  the  Lunatic  Asylum  are  completed,  it  will  be 
necessary  that  some  member  of  the  House  should  be  appointed 
to  fill  the  vacancy  of  Hon.  Mr.  Moore.  In  fact,  as  this  is  a new 
Legislature,  it  is  a question  whether  or  not  the  term  of  office 
of  each  member  of  the  Committee  has  expired  by  limitation, 
and  that  an  entire  new  Committee  will  have  to  be  appointed, 
if  your  Honorable  Body  should  deem  the  service  of  a Committee 
necessary,  under  the  law,  to  superintend  the  carrying  out  of 
the  contracts  for  the.  “ repairs  of,  and  additional  buildings  to, 
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the  Mississippi  State  Lunatic  Asylum.”  This  question  is  to  be 
settled  by  your  Honorable  Body,  and  we  submit  it  for  your 
consideration. 

J.  M.  STONE, 

W.  H.  GIBBS, 

D.  N.  QUINN, 

J.  AAEON  MOORE, 
JOSEPH  BENNETT. 

Joseph  Bennett,  Secretary. 


REPORT  OF  THE  STATE  ARCHITECT, 


To  the  Honorable  Joint  Standing  Committee  of  the 

Legislature  of  the  State  of  Mississippi,  on  Public  Buildings: 

Gentlemen — I herewith  submit  my  annual  report  of  the 
progress  of  the  work  on  the  Public  Buildings  under  my  charge 
as  State  Architect.  At  the  date  of  my  last  report  there  was 
a considerable  amount  of  work  unfinished  on  the  State  Capitol. 
But,  by  perseverance,  the  interior  of  the  building  was  com- 
pleted within  about  three  weeks  after  the  convening  of  the 
Legislature,  in  January  last.  But  the  exterior  of  the  building 
and  pavements  were  not  entirely  completed  until  near  the 
middle  of  May,  when  I made  the  following  report,  to-wit: 

“ I hereby  certify  that  I have  examined  the  repairs  done  by 
Messrs.  Keary  & Stanton,  on  the  State  Capitol,  and  hereby 
report  that  they  have  complied  with  their  original  contract, 
and  also  with  jthe  additional  contracts  made  with  them;  and 
that  they  are  entitled  to  the  balance  due  them  in  full  for  said 
repairs.” 

Which  report  was  received,  and,  in  accordance  therewith, 
the  building  was  received  by  the  Committee  in  behalf  of  the 
State,  and  Messrs.  Keary  & Stanton  were  paid  in  full,  and  were 
released  from  their  bond. 

At  the  date  of  my  last  report,  there  had  beep  nothing  done 
on  the  extension  of  the  Lunatic  Asylum,  with  the  exception  of 
the  delivery  of  a large  amount  of  sand,  and  nearly  two  hundred 
thousand  bricks.  But  the  contractors  were  engaged  with  a 
force  preparing  a brickyard,  and  making  a large  pond  to  afford 
a sufficient  supply  of  water,  and  also  in  enlarging  the  pond  at 
the  Asylum,  so  as  to  furnish  water  for  making  mortar,  in  addi- 
tion to  what  would  be  required  for  the  use  of  the  patients 
o-ecupying  the  Asylum  building. 
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The  work  of  excavating  for  the  foundations  of  the  west 
wing  was  commenced  earty  last  spring,  and,  in  April,  the  brick 
foundations  were  put  in,  so  far  as  the  two  hundred  thousand 
bricks  would  go,  or  that  portion  of  them  were  suitable  to 
go  into  the  foundations,  and  the  brick  work  was  then  discon- 
tinued for  the  timebeiDg,  until  bricks  could  be  made  and  burned, 
which  was  not  until  the  last  of  May.  The  work  did  not  pro- 
gress very  fait  until  the  forepart  of  summer;  owing  to  the 
extreme  wetness  of  the  spring,  that  it  was  impossible  to  get 
a supply  of  bricks  made  to  keep  more  than  five  or  six  brick- 
layers at  work.  But  after  the  wet  season  was  over,  the  bricks 
were  made  very  fast,  so  that  from  eight  to  ten  bricklayers 
have  been  kept  steadily  at  work  ever  since.  And  now  we  have 
the  entire  brick  work  of  the  west  wing  completed,  with  the 
exception  of  the  pavements,  and  the  east  wing  is  two  stories 
high  above  the  basement,  and  the  masons  are  working  on  the 
third  story,  and  if  the  weather  continues  favorable  a few 
Aveeks  longer,  the  entire  brick  work  of  the  east  wing  will  be 
completed  with  the  exception  of  pavements. 

Messrs.  Keary  & Stanton  have  made  and  burned  over  two 
millions  and  a half  of  bricks,  and  have  laid  about  two  and  a 
quarter  millions  since  the  first  of  last  March. 

The  west  wing  is  now  under  roof,  and  the  floors  are  being 
laid,  and  the  windows  are  in.  So,  that  with  favorable  weather, 
the  west  wing  will  soon  be  ready  for  plastering.  And  I think, 
with  favorable  weather,  that  the  east  wing  can  be  inclosed  by 
the  first  of  February.  As  the  contractors  have  all  their  doors 
and  frames  and  sash  ready,  it  will  not  take  long  after  the  plas- 
tering is  done;  to  get  the  west  wing  ready  for  the  reception  of 
patients.  But  I presume  it  will  be  the  first  of  June  or  July 
before  the  entire  buildings  are  completed  in  every  particular. 

In  the  latter  part  of  January,  Mr.  J.  M.  Coats  completed  his 
contract  for  the  iron  tanks  in  the  wings,  and  for  the  repairs 
specified  in  his  contract,  dated  the  fifteenth  day  of  November, 
A.  D.  1870,  and  was  allowed  the  additional  sum  of  two  hundred 
and  fifty  dollars  for  re-lining  the  two  tanks  with  lead,  that  was 
taken  out  of  the  two  wings  and  used  in  other  places.  Also,  the 
sum  of  two  hundred  dollars  for  ceiling  and  painting  the  ceilings 
of  the  bath  rooms  in  the  center  building  of  the  Asylum;  and 
for  the  further  sum  of  four  hundred  dollars  for  coloring  the 
front  of  the  centre  building  and  portico,  and  lining  off*  the  same 
to  represent  stone  work.  All  of  which  work  I was  instructed 
to  have  done,  by  resolution  of  your  Board. 

At  a meeting  of  your  Board,  held  March  1,  1871,  I was  in- 
structed to  make  out  an  estimate  for  the  heating  of  the  two 
new  wings  of  the  Asylum,  and  to  report  at  the  next  meeting; 
which  report  and  estimate  waere  made  at  a meeting  held  on  the 
20th  March  ; at  which  time  I was  directed  to  advertise  in  the 
Pilot,  at  Jackson,  and  Herald,  at  Vicksburg,  for  thirty  da\s; 
and  also  to  have  five  hundred  circulars  printed  for  distribution, 
giving  notice  to  the  public,  that  “ Sealed  proposals  would  be 
received  until  the  22d  day  of  April,  1871,  for  putting  in  the 
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steam  apparatus  for  heating  the  two  new  wings  of  the  State 
Lunatic  As37lum,”  etc.  A copy  of  which  circular  is  herewith 
filed,  and  marked  “ Exhibit  No.  1,”  and  made  a part  of  this 
report. 

And  on  the  said  22d  day  of  April,  1871,  at  a meeting  of  your 
Board,  held  for  that  purpose,  the  several  bids  which  had  been 
previously  filed,  proposing  to  do  said  work  agreeable  to  the 
specifications  as  published  in  said  circular  and  advertisements, 
were  opened  and  considered,  but  no  definite  action  was  taken 
relative  to  assigning  the  contract.  Said  bids  are  herewith  filed, 
marked  as  “ Exhibits  Nos.  2,  3,  4,  5,  and  6,”  and  asked  to  be 
taken  as  part  of  this  report. 

At  the  same  meeting,  I was  instructed  to  examine  the  slate 
roof  of  the  Lunatic  Asylum,  and  ascertain  the  damage  done 
by  the  terrible  hail  storm  that  had  taken  place  a few  days 
before,  and  estimate  the  cost  of  repairing  the  same,  and  report 
at  the  next  meeting  of  the  Committee. 

At  a meeting  of  the  Committee,  held  on  the  28th  day  of 
April,  1871,  the  contract  for  putting  up  the  heating  apparatus 
was  awarded  to  Mr.  J.  B.  Allen,  of  Jackson,  at  his  bid,  viz.: 
nine  thousand  four  hundred  and  eighty-six  dollars  ($9,486). 
And  I was  instructed  to  draw  up  the  proper  contract  and  bond 
to  be  executed  by  said  conrtactor,  which  I did — which  contract 
and  bond  are  herewith  filed,  marked  “ Exhibits  Nos.  7 and  8,” 
and  pra}red  to  be  taken  as  parts  of  this  report. 

At  the  same  meeting  of  your  Board,  I reported  the  damage 
done  to  the  roof  of  the  Asylum,  and  estimated  the  cost  of  re- 
pairing the  same  at  five  hundred  dollars  ($500)  in  cash.  1 was 
instructed  to  let  out  the  same  at  not  exceeding  that  price;  and, 
in  accordance  therewith,  I made  a contract  with  Mr.  J.  M. 
Coats  to  do  the  work  at  that  price;  which  he  did  agreeable  to 
contract,  and  which  was  received  by  me,  and  upon  my  certifi- 
cate the  Committee  paid  Mr.  Coats  the  $500,  in  cash,  by  their 
requisition  on  the  Auditor  of  Public  Accounts  in  his  favor  for 
$714  28,  which  requisition  the  Auditor  paid  by  his  warrants  on 
the  State  Treasury. 

A contract  was  made  with  Messrs.  Keary  & Stanton,  on  the 
25th  day  of  March,  1871,  to  build  two  projections  in  the  rear 
of  the  two  new  wings  of  the  Lunatic  Asylum  for  water-closets, 
so  that  they  would  be  outside  of  the  building  instead  of  being 
in  the  bath  rooms,  as  in  the  old  building,  with  some  other 
changes,  in  accordance  with  your  instructions.  Said  contract 
is  herewith  filed,  marked  “ Exhibit  No.  9,”  and  made  a part  of 
this  report. 

At  a meeting  of  your  Board,  held  on  the  16th  day  of  May, 
1871,  I was  instructed  to  let  out  the  contract  for  building  a 
gas  house  at  the  Asylum,  and  constructing  gas  works  of  a suf- 
ficient capacity  to  supply  the  entire  buildings  after  the  new 
wings  are  completed ; provided,  that  said  works  should  not 
cost  more  than  my  estimate  presented  at  said  meeting,  which 
was  eight  thousand  dollars  ($8,000)  in  State  warrants. 

In  accordance  with  said  instructions,  I closed  a contract  with 
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Mr.  J.  M.  Coats,  to  erect  said  gas  works,  he  having  proposed  to 
take  said  contract  at  that  price  (viz. : $8,000  in  State  warrants), 
in  accordance  with  the  specifications  of  said  work,  as 
drawn  up  by  me.  Which  specifications,  contract  and  bond  ex- 
ecuted by  the  said  Coats,  are  herewith  filed,  marked  “ Exhibits 
Nos.  10,  11,  12,”  and  prayed  to  be  taken  as  a part  of  this 
report. 

On  the  28th  day  of  June,  1871,  Mr.  J.  B.  Allen  having  com- 
pleted the  remodeling  of  the  heating  apparatus,  and  bath 
rooms,  and  water-closets  in  the  center  building  of  the  Asylum, 
his  account  was  allowed  in  full  to  pay  for  the  materials  and 
help,  amounting  to  seven  hundred  and  two  dollars  and  eighty- 
six  cents  ($702  86),  in  addition  to  the  amounts  that  he  had 
previously  received  on  his  contracts. 

At  the  same  meeting  of  the  Committee,  I was  instructed  to 
draw  up  a supplemental  contract  with  Messrs.  Keary  & Stanton, 
to  put  in  windows  and  doors,  etc.,  in  the  east  half  of  the  east 
new  wing  of  the  Asylum,  in  the  basement,  as  it  was  found  by 
so  doing,  and*by  sub  dividing  the  large  room,  that  rooms  could 
be  furnished  for  twelve  more  patients.  In  conformity  with  said 
instructions,  I concluded  a contract  with  Messrs.  Keary  & 
Stanton  to  do  said  work,  agreeing  that  the}?-  should  receive  for 
the  same  the  sum  of  twelve  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  ($1,250) 
in  State  warrants.  Which  contract  is  herewith  filed,  and 
marked  “ Exhibit  No.  13,”  and  made  a part  of  this  report. 

I was  also  instructed,  at  the  same  meeting,  to  make  a supple- 
mental contract  with  Mr.  J.  B.  Allen,  to  extend  the  boiler  room 
which  he  had  contracted  to  build,  the  entire  length  of  the  rear 
building,  so  as  to  make  an  additional  room  for  a wash  room, 
which  is  very  much  needed.  Said  contract  amounts  to  the  sum 
of  nine  hundred  and  ninet}-eight  dollars  and  fifty-seven  cents 
(998  57),  which  is  herewith  filed  and  marked  “Exhibit  No.  14,” 
and  prayed  to  be  taken  as  part  of  this  contract. 

Mr.  Allen’s  entire  contracts  for  putting  in  the  heating  appa- 
ratus, including  the  boiler  room  and  wash  room,  amounts  to 
the  sum  of  ten  thousand  four  hundred  and  eighty-four  dollars 
and  fifty-seven  cents  ($10,484  57). 

Mr.  Allen  has  progressed  so  far  with  his  contracts  that  he 
has  got  the  boilers,  furnaces,  etc.,  and  the  boiler  house  and 
wash  room  completed,  and  has  got  all  liis  pipes  and  fittings 
ready  to  fit  up  the  entire  heating  apparatus,  as  soon  as  the 
building  is  ready  to  receive  them;  and,  in  fact,  he  has  nearly 
all  the  pipes  put  up  in  the  west  wing.  Those  in  the  east  wing 
cannot  be  put  in  until  after  the  roof  is  on.  Had  the  building 
been  got  ready  in  time,  Mr.  Allen  would  have  had  his  contracts 
completed  ere  this. 

At  a meeting  of  your  Board,  on  the  1st  day  of  September, 
1871,  it  was  resolved  to  adopt  the  hydro-carbon  gas  instead  of 
the  coal  gas  works,  as  previously  contracted  for  with  Mr. 
Coats ; and  I was  instructed  to  draw  up  a contract  making 
the  change,  on  condition  that  the  Hydro-Carbon  Gas  Company 
would  give  a guarantee  to  the  State  that  said  gas  would  give 
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satisfaction.  As  the  building  of  a new  gas  house  would  be 
dispensed  with  in  using  the  hydro-carbon  gas,  the  sum  of  two 
thousand  dollars  ($2,000)  was  deducted  from  Mr.  Coats’ 
former  contract — that  being  the  amount  said  gas  house  was 
estimated  at.  But  as  Mr.  Coats  was  to  take  out  all  the  old  gas 
pipes  in  the  wings  and  put  in  larger  ones,  so  as  to  cany  the 
gas  into  the  new  wings,  he  was  allowed  an  additional  sum  of 
live  hundred  dollars  ($500) — making  his  contract  now  for  put- 
ting up  gas  works  sufficient  to  light  the  entire  building  when 
the  new  wings  are  completed,  and  putting  in  new  gas  pipes  in 
the  old  building,  w ith  all  the  pendants  and  burners,  etc.,  com- 
plete, six  thousand  five  hundred  dollars  ($6,500).  But  this 
does  not  include  putting  in  the  gas  pipes,  pendants,  etc.,  in  the 
new  wings.  Said  contract  and  the  specifications  upon  which 
it  is  based,  marked  “ B,”  and  referred  to  in  said  contract,  are 
herewith  filed  and  marked  as  “Exhibits  N©s.  15  and  16,”  and 
asked  to  be  taken  as  part  of  this  report. 

On  the  25th  day  of  November,  1871,  a supplemental  contract 
was  made  with  Messrs.  Keary  & Stanton,  to  build  a second 
story  over  the  boiler  room  and  wash  room,  as  they  were  build- 
ing said  rooms  for  Mr.  Allen;  as  it  was  found  to  be  necessary 
to  provide  additional  rooms  for  ironing  and  drying  clothes,  in 
consequence  of  the  increase  of  patients  to  wash  for,  after  the 
extensions  shall  have  been  completed.  Said  contract  amounts 
to  the  sum  of  eight  hundred  and  nine  dollars  and  fifty-six  cents 
($809  56),  and  is  herewith  filed  and  marked  as  “Exhibit  No.  17,” 
and  prayed  to  be  taken  as  part  of  this  report  The  total  amount 
of  the  different  contracts  of  Messrs.  Keary  & Stanton  on  the 
State  Lunatic  Asylum,  added  together,  makes  the  sum  of  one 
hundred  and  fourteen  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty-two 
dollars  ($114,832).  Their  contract  to  build  said  second  story 
does  not  include  the  plastering  of  said  rooms,  nor  the 
inside  finish,  but  merely  putting  up  the  walls,  and  putting  in 
windows,  and  laying  the  floors,  as  there  wras  not  a sufficient 
amount  of  the  appropriation  left  to  finish  the  interior,  and  it 
was  very  necessary  that  the  second  story  should  be  erected 
before  the  roof  was  put  on  the  boiler  and  wash  room,  as  con- 
tracted for  by  Mr.  Allen. 

This,  I believe,  covers  all  the  contracts  that  have  been  made 
for  the  extensions  and  repairs  on  the  Asylum  buildings.  The 
original  contract  of  Messrs.  Kear}^  & Stanton  provides  that 
the  repairs  and  extensions  shall  be  completed  by  the  first  day 
of  January,  1872.  Their  contract  is  dated  September  19,  1870. 
At  that  time  it  was  thought  that  a large  amount  of  bricks 
could  be  made  that  fall.  But  it  was  so  late  in  the  season,  that, 
had  they  started  a brickyard,  the}^  could  not  have  made  but  a 
few  hundred  thousand;  and,  in  fact,  they  could  not  have  got 
water  to  have  made  bricks  with,  without  hauling  it  near  two 
miles.  And  last  spring  was  so  backward  and  wet,  that  it  was 
almost  impossible  to  get  the  bricks  dry  to  put  in  the  kiln.  So 
that  it  will  be  impossible  for  them  to  comply  with  their  con- 
tract in  regard  to  time. 
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I have  urged  them  to  proceed  with  their  work  as  fast  as  pos- 
sible, from  time  to  time,  and  they  have  shown  a disposition  to 
push  the  work  along.  In  some  cases  there  has  been  some  delay. 
For  instance,  there  was  near  one  month’s  delay  in  getting  the 
slates  here  for  the  roof,  caused  by  some  of  the  railroads  which 
it  passed  over,  as  it  was  brought  from  Buffalo,  New  York,  by 
rail.  And  after  the  slate  arrived  there  was  two  weeks’  delay  in 
getting  the  slaters  here  to  put  them  on,  owing  to  the  sickness 
here  this  fall,  as  the  slaters  came  from  the  North.  And  at 
other  times  it  has  been  difficult  for  the  contractoi  s to  procure 
a sufficient  number  of  workmen,  which  has  been  a further  cause 
of  delay  in  the  completion  of  the  buildings.  For  the  foregoing 
reasons,  and  also  fiom  all  the  difficulties  and  embarrassments 
the  contractors  have  been  compelled  to  encounter  in  conse- 
quence of  various  causes,  I would  recommend  an  extension  of 
time  for  the  completion  of  their  contracts. 

As  the  appropriation  has  all,  or  nearly  all,  been  consumed  by 
the  contracts  already  made,  I think  the  Committee  will  have  to 
ask  tha  Legislature  for  an  additional  appropriation  to  complete 
some  work  that  has  not  been  provided  for,  but  which  is  im- 
portant should  be  done,  viz.: 

It  will  be  necessary  to  construct  four  large  cisterns  to  sup- 
pi}7  water  for  the  increased  number  of  patients  that  the  new 
additions  will  accommodate.  I propose  to  have  built  four 
barrel  cisterns,  twelve  feet  in  diameter  and  fifty  or  sixty 
feet  long — one  in  front  and  one  in  the  rear  of  each  of  the  new 
wings  ; then  underground  pipes,  either  iron  or  stone-ware  pipes  . 
to  carry  the  water  from  the  down  spouts  to  the  cisterns.  The 
estimated  cost  of  the  cisterns  and  conducting  pipes  will  be 
about  $6,500  or  $7,000.  It  will  also  require  about  $5,000  to 
finish  off  the  interior  of  the  basement  rooms  under  the  east 
wing,  and  the  rooms  provided  for  over  the  boiler  and  wash 
rooms,  in  the  rear  building. 

The  old  buildings  require  painting  very  much.  In  fact,  the 
wood  work  of  the  interior  of  the  buildings  is  being  injured  for 
the  want  of  painting.  I would,  therefore,  recommend  that, 
when  the  new  wings  are  completed,  that  the  exterior  wood  work 
of  the  old  buildings,  and  also  the  iron  sash,  should  be  re- 
painted with  three  good  coats  of  paint;  and  that  the  outside 
stuccoing  of  the  entire  buildings,  both  old  and  new,  should  also 
be  painted  with  three  good  coats  of  oil  paints,  something  simi- 
lar to  the  manner  in  which  the  State  Capitol  was  painted.  It 
will  then  look  like  an  entire  new  building,  and  the  oil  and 
paint  will  help  to  exclude  the  dampness  from  penetrating  the 
walls.  This  will  cost  between  $8,000  and  $10,000.  It  will  also 
require  an  appropriation  of  several  thousand  dollars  to  pur- 
chase furniture  to  furnish  the  two  new  wings  when  completed. 

In  all,  I suppose  an  appropriation  of  from  thirty  to  thirty-five 
thousand  dollars  will  be  required  to  complete  everything  con- 
nected with  said  Asylum  buildings,  and  to  properly  furnish  the 
new  wings. 

All  of  wrhich  is  respectfully  submitted. 

J.  WILLIS,  State  Architect. 


ANNUAL  eepoet 


OF  THE 


■O 


Office  of  the  Auditor  of  Public  Accounts,) 
Jackson,  Miss.,  January  2,  1872.  f 

To  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Mississippi: 

I have  the  honor  to  submit  herewith  a report  of  the  trans- 
actions of  this  Department  for  the  fiscal  year,  1871,  commenc- 
ing 1st  day  of  January  and  ending  31st  day  of  December, 
1871,  both  days  inclusive. 

“Document  A”  exhibits  the  receipts  at  the  Treas- 
ury, by  receipt  warrant $1,338,150  49 

“Document  B”  exhibits  disbursements,  by  war- 
rant  $1,729,046  34 


Excess  of  disbursements  over  receipts $ 390,895  85 

“Document  C,”  with  tables  Nos.  1 to  67,  exhibits  the  set- 
tlements of  the  Tax  Collectors  of  the  several  counties  on 
account  of  State  tax  of  1870. 

“Document  D”  exhibits  settlements  of  the  Tax  Collectors 
on  account  of  Poll  Tax,  1870,  in  tables  Nos.  1 to  67,  inclusive; 
also,  settlements  of  Tax  Collectors  on  account  of  Privilege 
Tax  and  District  Attorneys’  fees,  in  tables  Nos.  1 to  69,  inclu- 
sive; also,  settlements  of  County  Treasurers  for  fines,  in  tables 
Nos.  1 to  38,  inclusive;  also,  settlements  of  Treasurers  of 
counties  and  towns  for  licenses  to  retail  vinous  and  spirituous 
liquors,  under  act  approved  May  13,  1871,  together  witli 
amount  received  for  sales  of  land;  all  of  which  are  credited  to 
Common  School  Fund. 
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“Document  E”  exhibits  the  amount  due  the  several  Chick- 
asaw counties  on  account  of  Chickasaw  School  Fund  interest. 

“Document  F”  exhibits  the  amount  of  pro  rata  share  due 
the  several  counties  on  account  of  Common  School  Fund,  to- 
gether with  the  number  of  educable  children  in  each  county, 
and  total  amount  distributed  under  act  of  July  4, 1870. 

“Document  G”  exhibits  detailed  statement  of  expenditures 
on  account  of  Legislative  Department  for  the  year  1871. 

“Document  H”  exhibits  detailed  statement  of  expenditures 
on  account  of  Auditor’s  Contingent  Fund  for  the  year  1»71. 

“Document  I”  exhibits  statement  of  disbursements  on 
account  of  Constitutional  Convention  warrants,  and,  also, 
amount  outstanding. 

“Document  J”  exhibits  statement  of  appropriations  to  Deaf 
and  Dumb  Asylum,  and  disbursements  thereon. 

“Document  K”  exhibits  statement  of  appropriation  for 
repairs  on  Lunatic  Asylum,  with  amount  disbursed  thereon, 
and  unexpended  balance  of  appropriation. 

“Document  L”  exhibits  an  estimate  of  the  probable  receipts 
at  the  Treasury  for  the  fiscal  year  1872. 

“ Document  M ” exhibits  an  estimate  of  the  probable  ex- 
penditures on  account  of  the  several  departments  of  the  State 
Government  for  the  fiscal  }^ear  1872. 

“Document  N”  exhibits  statement  of  cotton  tax  of  1868 
and  1869,  paid  into  Treasury  in  the  }rear  1871. 

“Document  O”  exhibits  the  valuation  of  the  real  and  per- 
sonal property  of  the  State  for  the  fiscal  }Tear  1871. 

The  charges  under  the  foregoing  heads  of  disbursements, 
are  as  follows : 

Legislative. — Mileage  and  per  diem  of  members,  per  diem 
of  clerks  and  other' employees. 

Judiciary. — Salaries  of  Judge  of  Supreme  Court,  Attorne}T- 
General,  Judges  of  Circuit  Courts,  Chancellors  and  District 
Attorneys;  fees  of  Sheriffs  and  Bailiffs  for  attendance  on  the 
several  Courts  and  meetings  of  Boards  of  Supervisors;  jail 
accounts  for  sustenance  of  prisoners;  fees  for  removal  of  pris- 
oners on  change  of  venue  and  habeas  corpus;  fees  of  grand 
jurors  and  jurors  on  special  venire  in  capital  cases;  witness’ 
fees  on  behalf  of  the  State  in  criminal  cases;  Sheriffs’  and 
Clerks’  fees  in  State  cases;  Magistrates’  and  Constables’  fees  in 
State  cases;  allowances  to  Chancery  Clerks  for  books,  etc.,  for 
Chancery  Court;  costs  of  inquest  in  cases  of  death  by 
violence. 

Executive. — Salaries  of  State  officers  and  Clerks  in  the  sev- 
eral departments. 

Appropriations. — Appropriations  made  by  the  Legislature 
for  various  purposes. 

State  Library. — Appropriations  for  enlargement  of  Library 
and  salary  of  Librarian  and  Keeper  of  Capitol. 

Militia. — As  provided  for  in  act  approved  July  13,  1870. 

Commisssons  for  Assessing.— Assessors’  commissions  for 
assessing  land  and  personalty  of  the  several  counties. 
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Penitentiary. — Expenses  of  conveying  prisoners,  and  $18,000 
per  annum  paid  to  E.  Richardson,  lessee,  under  contract  made 
with  Commanding  General  of  the  Fourth  Military  District, 
dated  November  4th,  1868;  also,  $20  allowed  to  each  convict  on  a 
his  discharge. 

Public  Printing. — Printing  of  laws,  etc.,  and  oflicial  print- 
ing of  State  officers. 

Capitol  Expenses. — Pa}r  of  servant  for  attendance  upon 
State  offices. 

Capitol  Repairs. — Repairs  on  Capitol  by  order  Keeper  of 
Capitol. 

University. — The  several  appropriations  to  the  same. 

Recording  Tax  Titles. — Recording  Sheriffs’  sales,  and  deeds 
for  lands  sold  to  State  for  taxes. 

Distributing  Laws  and  Journals. — Cost  of  forwarding 
Acts  of  Legislature  and  Journals  of  Senate  and  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives. 

Lunatic  Asylum. — Annual  appropriation  for  support  of  said 
institution. 

Executive  Contingent  Fund. — Annual  appropriation  ex- 
pended under  direction  of  the  Governor. 

Auditor’s  Contingent  Fund. — For  purchase  of  books,  sta- 
tionery, fuel,  and  lights  for  the  Legislature  and  State  officers. 

Library  Contingent  Fund. — For  contingent  expenses  of 
State  Library. 

Chickasaw  School  Fund  Interest. — Amount  due  the  sev- 
eral Chickasaw  counties  for  semi-annual  interest  on  Chickasaw 
School  Fund,  under  act  of  March  7, 1856. 

Institution  for  the  Blind. — Annual  appropriation  for  sup- 
port of  same. 

Common  School  Fund. — Salaries  of  officers  and  other  ex- 
penses; also,  pro  rata  distribution  to  the  several  counties,  un- 
der act  approved  July  4,  1870. 

Repairs  on  State  Capitol. — Appropriation  for  same  made 
by  Legislature. 

Repairs  on  Lunatic  Asylum. — Appropriation  for  same  made 
by  Legislature. 

State  Hospital  at  Natchez. — Annual  appropriation  to 
same. 

State  Hospital  at  Vicksburg. — Annual  appropriation  for 
same. 

Geological  Survey. — Salaries  of  State  Geologist  and  assist- 
ant, and  expenses  of  survey,  as  provided  by  law. 

State  Taxes. — 1866,  1868,  1869,  and  1870,  overpaid.  Amount 
refunded  to  Tax  Collectors  for  amount  of  overpayment,  under 
act  August  11,  1864. 

Code  of  Mississippi. — Pay  of  Commissioners,  etc.,  under 
acts  of.Legislature,  1870  and  1871. 

Tax  Sales. — Amounts  refunded  to  purchasers  of  tax  lands 
where  State  failed  to  make  title. 

State  Census,  1870. — Amount  paid  for  taking  census,  1870. 

Constitutional  Convention. — Warrants  issued  in  lieu  of 
Constitutional  Convention  warrants,  as  per  appropriations. 


622 


Certificates  of  Indebtedness. — Expenses  of  engraving  cer- 
tificates of  indebtedness,  bonds,  etc. 

Deaf  and  Dumb  Asylum. — The  several  appropriations  to  the 
same. 

Alcorn  University. — Annual  appropriaton  to  same. 

State  Maps. — Appropriation  for  furnishing  State  and  county 
officers  with  map  of  the  State. 

State  Normal  School. — Annual  appropriation  to  same. 

POSTAGE  AND  EXPRESS  CHARGES. 

The  postage  accounts  of  the  several  State  officers  are  now 
paid  out  of  the  Executive  Contingent  Fund;  this  is  not  done 
under  any  provision  of  law,  but  simply  by  usage.  Payment  of 
express  charges  on  documents  forwarded  from  this  office,  such 
as  assessment  rolls,  etc.,  is  not  provided  for  by  law.  I would 
respectfully  recommend  that  the  Auditor  be  authorized  to  issue 
his  warrant  on  the  State  Treasury  for  postage,  on  presentation 
of  the  accounts  from  the  postmaster,  certified  by  the  several 
State  officers;  and  that  express  charges  on  documents  be  paid 
out  of  the  State  Treasury,  the  receipts  for  said  charges  to  be 
filed  with  the  voucher  for  the  warrant  issued;  said  expenditures 
to  be  charged  to  “ Postage  and  Express  Charges  Department.” 

PENITENTIARY. 

Expenses  in  conveying  prisoners  to  the  Penitentiary  ^from 
the  several  counties,  after  conviction,  are  not  now  provided 
for  by  law.  Several  Sheriffs  have  presented  claims  for  said 
expenses,  since  the  adoption  of  the  Code  of  1871,  but  not  feel- 
ing authorized  to  audit  them,  they  have  been  suspended  until 
some  action  shall  be  taken  by  }rour  Honorable  Body  in  the  prem- 
ises. I have  also  suspended  the  claim  of  E.  Richardson, 
lessee,  of  $1,500  per  month  ($18,000  per  annum),  under  con- 
tract with  Commanding  General  of  4th  Military  District,  under 
date  of  November  4,  1868,  which  expired  on  1st  day  of 
November  1871,  and  was  renewed  by  His  Excellenc}’-,  Gov.  J. 
L.  Alcorn,  to  run  until  the  1st  day  of  March,  1872;  and  while 
the  law  may  warrant  the  renewal  of  the  lease  under  the  circum- 
stances, it  does  not  warrant  me  in  making  any  payment  until 
action  shall  be  taken  by  your  Honorable  Body  in  reference 
thereto.  I would  respectfully  recommend  that  early  action 
be  taken  in  regard  to  the  above  mentioned  claims.  I have 
continued  to  pay  the  amount  ($20),  allowed  to  each  convict, 
under  the  Code  of  1857,  upon  his  release  or  discharge  from  the 
Penitentiary. 

REMOVING  PRISONERS  FROM  ONE  COUNTY  TO  ANOTHER. 

Claims  for  expenses  in  removing  prisoners  from  one  county 
to  another,  other  than  on  change  of  venue,  or  on  writ  of 
habeas  corpus , are  frequently  presented  at  this  office,  and  as 
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there  is  no  law  authorizing  lament  of  the  same,  I would 
respectfully  submit  the  matter  to  your  Honorable  Body  for 
action  thereon. 


AUDITOR  S CONTINGENT  FUND. 

The  present  allowance  for  stationery,  books,  fuel,  and  lights 
for  the  Legislature  and  State  officers,  under  the  Revised  Code 
of  1871,  section  145,  is  entirely  inadequate,  as  the  expenses  of 
the  Legislature  alone,  for  stationery,  fuel  and  lights,  will 
amount  to  four  or  five  times  the  sum  thus  appropriated,  as  is 
evidenced  by  the  expenses  of  former  sessions.  I would,  there 
fore  respectfully  recommend  that  the  amount  appropriated 
($1,300)  be  increased  to  such  an  amount  as  will  meet  the 
necessary  expenses,  or  that  your  Honorable  Body  will  make  a 
special  appropriation  to  meet  the  expenses  of  each  session  for 
stationery,  fuel  and  lights. 

CAPITOL  EXPENSES. 

The  pa}7  of  servant  to  wait*  on  the  public  offices  is  very 
small,  being  only  $33  33 J per  month,  as  will  be  seen  by  refer- 
ence to  disbursements,  under  head  of  Capitol  expenses.  There 
are  twelve  offices  to  be  put  in  order,  and  fires  made  every 
morning,  besides  other  labors  required  of  him.  I would,  there- 
fore, recommend  an  increase  of  his  pay. 

NIGHT  WATCH  FOR  CAPITOL  BUILDING. 

The  Capitol  building  and  public  offices  therein,  are  nightly 
left  without  any  protection — no  officer  occupying  a sleeping 
apartment  in  the  building.  I recommend  that  a night  watch  be 
employed,  and  paid  under  such  regulations  as  your  Honorable 
Body  may  see  proper  to  adopt. 

DISBURSEMENTS  FOR  1871. 

The  disbursements  for  the  year  1871  have  been,  in  the  aggre- 
gate, much  larger  than  estimated  in  my  last  report,  and  this 
leaves  the  Treasury  in  an  embarrassed  condition.  The  Treas- 
urer’s report  to  this  office  shows  the  amount  of  outstanding 
warrants  to  be  $646,621  20.  State  bonds,  series  A,  due  1st 
January,  1872,  $100,000.  State  bonds,  series  B,  due  1st  Janu- 
ary,  1873,  $12,900.  and  certificates  of  indebtedness  outstand- 
ing, $387,100. 

My  estimate  of  total  disbursements  for  the  fiscal  year  1861 
(see  “ Document  M”  in  report  for  year  1870),  was  $1,319,626  19; 
but  the  actual  disbursements  when  compared  with  said  esti- 
mate show  a large  excess.  This  excess  will  be  seen  from  the 
following  facts,  to  arise  mainly  from  cifcumstances  which  could 
not  by  any  means  be  anticipated  at  the  date  of  my  report: 

First — The  expenses  of  the  Legislature  were  estimated  for 
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a session  of  sixty  clays  only  (there  being  no  constitutional 
limit),  when,  in  fact,  the  session  wras  prolonged  to  one  hundred 
and  thirty-one  days. 

Second — The  special  appropriations  by  the  Legislature,  so 
that,  if  the  amount  of  these  unforseen  expenses  be  taken  from 
the  gross  disbursements,  it  would  leave  the  ordinary7  expenses 
of  the  State  Government  within  the  limit  of  my  estimate. 

The  deficit  in  the  Treasury  and  its  causes  demand  the  care- 
ful attention  of  the  wise  and  prudent  legislator. 

The  laws  relative  to  disbursements  from  the  State  Treasury 
should  be  drawn  with  great  care  and  precision,  and  not  only 
with  due  regard  to  economy,  but  also  that  the  financial  opera- 
tions of  the  State  should  cause  no  embarrassment  to  claimants 
or  oliicers  in  discharging  the  legal  claims  against  the  State; 
all  changes  proposed  should  be  thoroughly  digested,  and  care 
fully  weighed  in  all  their  bearings  before  their  adoption. 

The  comparatively  small  receipts  and  large  disbursements 
during  the  last  fiscal  year,  coupled  with  the  outstanding  liabili- 
ties of  the  State,  will  convince  the  prudent  financier  that  many 
important  changes  must  be  mafe  in  the  laws  relative  to  the 
finances  of  our  State. 

ASSESSMENT  AND  COLLECTION  OF  TAXES. 

The  revenue  act  of  1871  requires  the  assessment  rolls  to  be 
delivered  to  the  Collector  and  Auditor  of  Public  Accounts  on 
the  first  Monday  of  October  in  each  year,  thus  giving  the  Col- 
lector but  two  months  for  collecting  taxes,  and  parties  (non- 
resident) but  one  month  in  which  to  pay  taxes  to  the  Auditor’s 
office  before  the  time  for  distraining  for  delinquent  taxes. 

I would  recommend  the  following  changes,  to-wit:  That  the 
Assessors  of  the  several  counties  be  required  to  return  their 
assessment  rolls  to  the  Clerk  of  the  Boards  of  Supervisors  on 
the  first  Monday  of  May,  thereto  remain  until  the  first  Monday 
of  June  following,  for  the  filing  of  objections  thereto.  The 
Boards  of  Supervisors  to  meet  on  said  first  Monday  of  June  to 
hear  objections,  etc.,  as  now  provided  by  law,  and  the  rolls,  as 
corrected  and  approved  by  the  Boards  of  Supervisors — one 
copy  of  which  shall  be  delivered  by  the  Clerk  to  the  Tax  Col- 
lector of  the  county,  and  the  other  transmitted  to  the  Auditor 
of  Public  Accounts,  on  or  before  the  first  day  in  August, 
following. 

I would  also  recommend  that  the  law  be  changed  in  regard 
to  the  advertising  and  sale  of  lands  delinquent  for  taxes,  so  as 
to  require  the  lands  to  be  advertised  for  sale  on  the  first  day  of 
December  in  each  year,  and  to  be  sold  on  the  first  day  of  Feb- 
ruary following,  thus  giving  to  the  tax  payer  a longer  time  to 
arrange  for  the  payment  of  his  taxes,  and  thereby  avoiding 
much  delay  and  expense  to  the  State. 

I would  also  recommend  that  the  final  settlements  of  taxes 
by  the  Tax  Collectors  for  each  year  be  made  on  the  first  day 
of  April,  instead  of  the  first  day  of  March,  as  now  provided 
by  law. 
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The  Auditor  is  required,  under  the  law,  “ to  point  out  any 
defects  in  the  revenue  law,  and  such  measures  as  he  may  deem 
advisable  for  improving  or  increasing  the  revenue.”  I have 
given  this  subject  careful  consideration,  and  discussed  it  in  my 
former  reports,  without  securing  any  material  change  in  the 
laws;  but  as  the  questions  of  State  credit  and  revenue  demand 
special  attention  of  the  present  Legislature,  and,  in  the  hope 
ot  securing  some  needed  changes  therein,  I would  again  respect- 
fully ask  your  Honorable  Bod}"  to  give  the  subject  your  imme- 
diate and  careful  consideration. 

INCREASED  TAXATION  OR  RETRENCHMENT 

is  the  practical  question  to  be  solved  by  the  present  Legisla- 
ture, and  it  must  be  solved,  if  the  credit  of  the  State  is  to  be 
preserved  untarnished. 

This  is  a question  that  demands  the  careful  consideration  of 
every  member  of  the  Legislature,  and  laws  should  be  so  framed 
and  passed  as' will  secure  the  means  to  enable  the  State  Treas- 
urer to  discharge,  with  promptness,  all  obligations  against  the 
State  as  fast  as  they  mature. 

In  my  last  report  (see  page  10),  I recommended,  among  other 
measures  looking  to  retrenchment  in  State  expenditures,  the 
following: 


u COSTS  PAYABLE  BY  THE  STATE. 

“ The  present  law  makes  the  costs,  in  a great  variety  of  cases 
known  to  our  jurisprudence,  payable  by  the  State.  I suggest 
that  it  be  so  amended  as  to  make  them  payable  by  the  County 
in  w’hich  the  offense  is  committed,  in  all  cases,  excepting 
felony.  The  effect  of  this,  by  bringing  the  expense  attaching 
to  lawlessness  more  directty  home  to  the  people,  I think,  would 
be  good,  and  then  jurors,  witnesses,  and  other  claimants  would 
be  able  to  collect  themselves  the  fees  which  now,  in  many 
cases,  pass  into  the  hands  of  speculators  at  a nominal  value.” 

In  addition  to  the  suggestions  then  made,  I would  recom- 
mend the  following: 

JAIL  FEES,  PHYSICIANS’  FEES,  ETC. 

I suggest  that  jail  fees  for  sustenance,  etc.,  of  prisoners, 
and  physicians’  fees  for  visits,  etc.,  to  prisoners  confined  in 
jail,  now  payable  by  the  State,  should  be  made  payable  by  the 
County  in  which  the  offense  is  committed,  until  the  prisoners 
are  convicted  and  turned  over  to  the  State. 

SHERIFFS  AND  BALIFFS. 

Under  the  present  law,  claims  for  Sheriff’s  and  Bailiff’s 
att  mdanee  on  Circuit  Courts,  Chancery  Courts,  and  meetings 
of  Boards  of  Supervisors,  are  payable  by  the  State.  I recom- 
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mend  that  all  this  class  of  claims  shall  be  made  payable  by 
the  several  Counties.  They  are,  to  my  mind,  justly  and 
properly  County  charges. 

COSTS  OF  INQUESTS. 

I would  recommend  that  costs  of  inquests,  to- wit:  Coroner, 
Jurors,  Physician,  and  Sheriff’s  or  Constable’s  fees,  in  all  cases, 
should  be  made  payable  by  the  County  in  which  the  death 
occurs,  or  body  is  found. 

COSTS  IN  CRIMINAL  CASES  BEFORE  JUSTICES  OF  THE  PEACE. 

I recommend  that  the  State  be  relieved  from  the  payment  of 
costs  in  criminal  cases  tried  before  Justices  of  the  Peace. 

CHANCERY  COURTS. 

I would  suggest  that  the  counties  be  required  to  furnish  the 
offices  of  the  Chancery  Clerks  with  all  necessary  books,  sta- 
tionery and  furniture,  and  likewise  pay  pro  rata  the  salaries  of 
the  Chancellors,  as  they  take  the  place,  to  a great  extent,  of 
the  Probate  Judges,  who  were  heretofore  always  paid  by  the 
counties;  and  thus  they  (the  Chancellors)  would  become 
directly  interested  in  the  finances  of  the  several  counties  com- 
posing their  respective  districts,  and  would  doubtless  exercise 
a wholesome  influence  over  the  same. 

It  is  confidently  believed,  that,  by  the  adoption  of  these  and 
other  needed  reforms,  at  least  twenty  per  cent,  of  the  present 
expenditures  of  the  State  Government  could  be  saved,  and 
that,  too,  without  doing  violence  to  any  person,  or  interest, 
concerned;  and,  in  connection  with  this  subject,  I would  again 
call  your  attention  to  the  urgent  necessity  of  reducing  the 
financial  operations  of  the  State  to  a cash  or  currency  basis. 
Under  the  present  financial  system,  the  State  is  compelled  to 
pay,  by  way  of  discounts  on  Auditor’s  warrants  issued  on 
claims  (other  than  salaries  and  fees),  at  least  thirty  per  cent, 
on  the  current  expenses  of  the  Government;  whereas,  the  debt 
could  be  funded  at  a rate  not  to  exceed  ten  percent.,  and  thus 
save  to  the  State  at  least  twenty  per  cent. 

COMMON  SCHOOLS. 

As  this  subject  will  doubtless  be  fully  treated  upon  in  the 
report  of  the  Honorable  H.  R.  Pease,  State  Superintendent  of 
Public  Education,  I simply  refer  to  the  amount  expended  on 
account  of  the  Common  School  Fund,  and  amount  to  credit  of 
fund  now  in  the  Treasury,  as  shown  by  “ Document  D,”  accom- 
panying this  report.  Much  difficulty  arose  in  making  pro  rata 
distribution  to  the  several  counties,  from  the  fact  that  several 
County  Superintendents  of  Education  did  not  make  reports  to 
this  office,  as  required  by  law,  of  the  number  of  educable  chil- 
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dren  in  their  counties;  and  where  none  were  furnished,  the 
Auditor,  in  order  to  do  justice  to  all,  was  compelled  to  ascer- 
tain the  amount  as  near  as  possible  from  the  census  returns, 
and  trusts  that  his  action  in  this  matter  will  be  approved  by 
your  Honorable  Body.  I would  call  your  attention  to  the  fact 
that  the  officers  in  several  of  the  counties  entitled  to  share  in 
the  interest  of  the  Chickasaw  School  Fund,  have  deviated  from 
the  proper  course  of  applying  the  interest  received  by  them, 
inasmuch  as  that,  instead  of  appropriating  such  interest  to 
meet  the  current  expenses  of  the  schools,  they  have  loaned  the 
same,  and  applied  only  the  interest  received  upon  such  loan; 
and,  hence,  unnecessary  taxation  has  been  imposed  upon  the 
people  of  the  respective  counties. 

ANNUAL  REPORTS  TO  THE  LEGISLATURE. 

Under  this  head,  I would  again  respectfully  call  the  attention 
of  your  Honorable  Body  to  the  suggestions  relative  to  this  sub- 
ject, in  my  report,  dated  January  2,  1871.  (See  page  10.) 

Under  the  law,  as  it  now  stands,  the  Auditor,  as  other  State 
officers,  is  required  to  present  his  report  to  the  Legislature  at 
the  beginning  of  each  regular  session.  This  report  should 
embrace  full  and  complete  statistics  of  the  operations  of  the 
preceding  fiscal  year,  and,  as  the  year  closes  December  31, 
and  the  session  begins  the  Tuesday  after  the  first  Monday  in 
January,  the  time  allowed  for  this  purpose  is  too  short.  As  the 
reports  of  the  several  officers  should  be  made  at  the  commence- 
ment of  the^session,  that  the  Legislature  may  be  put  in  posses 
sion  of  the  information  they  afford,  at  the  time  when  most 
needed,  I would  respectfully  inquire  if  it  would  not  be  well 
that  your  Honorable  Body  avail  yourselves  of  the  option 
granted  in  the  Constitution,  and  by  law  designate  a later  day, 
say  the  third  Tuesday  of  January,  as  the  time  for  your  annual 
meeting.  Man}7  reasons  for  such  a change  might  be  mentioned, 
but  I doubt  not  they  will  readily  suggest  themselves. 

RATE  OF  TAXATION. 

The  Legislature,  at  its  last  session,  reduced  the  rate  of  taxa- 
tion, for  State  purposes,  from  five  mills  to  four  mills  on  the 
dollar,  only  three  mills  of  which  go  to  the  State  tax  proper — 
one  mill  being  applied  to  the  payment  of  the  interest  and  prin- 
cipal of  the  State  bonds.  It  will  be  seen  by  “Document  M,” 
that  the  estimated  expense  of  the  State  Government  for  the 
fiscal  year  1872,  under  the  law  as  it  now  stands  (without  refer- 
ence to  any  appropriation  that  may  be  made), is  $1,098,031  67. 
“Document  O”  shows  the  valuation  of  the  real  and  personal 
property  of  the  State  for  the  year  1871,  to  be  $149,966,199. 
The  valuation  of  the  realty  will  remain  the  same  for  the 
years  1872-3-4,  and  there  will  not  likely  be  much  change  in 
the  valuation  of  the  personalty  for  the  present  fiscal  year; 
lienee,  the  rate  of  taxation  will  ha\e  to  be  increased  to 
nine  mills  on  the  dollar  to  meet  the  current  expense  of  the 
State  Government.  This  can  be  done  without  increasing  the 
measure  of  taxation  on  the  people,  by  simply  decreasing  the 
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rate  of  county  taxes  in  the  same  ratio  that  the  State  tax  is 
increased. 


TAXES  ON  LANDS  HELD  BY  THE  STATE. 

The  law  contemplates  that  after  lands  have  been  sold  to  the 
State  for  taxes,  they  shall  be  assessed  to  the  State  and  not 
extended  in  the  rolls  so  as  to  be  charged  to  the  Tax  Collector. 
But  the  County  Boards  of  Supervisors  pats  upon  the  merits  of 
the  rolls,  and  this  requirement  in  regard  to  assessment  has  not 
generally  been  observed.  In  consequence,  Tax  Collectors 
have,  in  some  instances,  claimed  and  received  credit  on  final 
settlements  with  this  office  for  the  amount  of  such  taxes,  as 
the  law  makes  it  their  privilege  to  do,  while  at  the  same  time 
the}'-  have  collected  the  taxes  from  individuals.  In  some  of 
the  counties  this  evil  has  become  very  grievovs,  and  is  the 
occasion  of  much  just  complaint. 

The  law  requires  this  office  to  collect  the  taxes  so  credited 
to  the  Tax  Collectors,  in  the  sale  of  the  lands,  and  make  the 
Collector  responsible  to  the  individual  for  the  overpayment. 
Were  the  law  otherwise,  and  had  the  Auditor  the  authority  to 
remit  the  taxes  upon  the  receipt  of  the  Collector  being  pro- 
duced, the  result  would  be  that  the  State  would  receive  no 
taxes  at  all  in  such  cases,  while  the  Collectors  would  have 
redeived  them  twice.  But  the  evil  is  so  great  that,  perhaps,  the 
State,  through  her  District  Attorneys,  can  undertake  to  assist 
individuals  in  such  cases  in  securing  or  refuuding  of  the  over- 
paid taxes,  or  in  some  other  manner  provide  a remedjr. 

AUDITOR’S  OFFICE. 

As  the  statistics  of  this  report  will  show  the  business  of  this 
office  has  largely  increased,  I would  respectfully  state  that  the 
clerical  force  now  authorized  by  law,  is  inadequate  to  a proper 
discharge  of  the  duties;  especially  is  this  true  since  the  publi- 
cation of  the  Tax  Land  Report,  ordered  by  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives last  session.  An  additional  Clerk  has  been  fur- 
nished me  a portion  of  the  time  since  the  close  of  the  last  ses- 
sion, b}^  His  Excellency,  the  Governor,  and  I respectfully 
request  of  }^our  Honorable  Body  that  you  make  permanent  pro- 
vision for  such  assistance  as  the  public  service  demands.  But 
as  you  will,  doubtless,  appoint  a joint  committee  to  examine 
into  the  condition  of  the  office  at  an  early  day,  who  could 
more  fully  present  its  wants  in  this,  as  in  all  other  respects,  to 
your  consideration,  I will  not  now  urge  the  matter  further. 

Having  presented  to  you,  as  I trust,  a ful1  aud  concise  state- 
ment of  the  affairs  of  this  Department  for  the  fiscal  year  1871, 
with  such  suggestions  and  recommendations  as  I felt  it  my 
duty  to  make,  I submit  the  whole  to  your  superior  wisdom 
and  judgment,  feeling  that  you  will  not  do  anything  except 
with  an  eye  single  to  the  honor,  prosperity  and  welfare  of  our 
State.  I am,  with  great  respect  and  consideration, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

H.  MUSGROVE, 
Auditor  of  Public  Accounts . 
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[Document  A.] 
RECEIPTS— 1871. 


State  Tax,  1867  

$ 230  83 

State  Tax,  1868  

956  00 

State  Tax,  1869  

15,393  99 
681,072  95 
192,382  37 
52  21 

State  Tax,  1870 

State  Tax,  1871 

Cotton  Tax,  1868 

Cotton  Tax,  1869 

1,585  27 
3,420  45 

Redemption  of  Lands 

Tax  Sales 

29,472  19 
226  38 

Chickasaw  School  Fund  

Common  School  Fund 

318,854  03 
82,000  00 

Certificates  of  Indebtedness 

State  Deeds  

10.396  32 

Sales  of  Mississippi  Reports 

1,637  50 

J udiciary  Refunded 

20  00 

Sales  of  Code  of  Mississippi 

450  00 

Total 

$1,338,150  49 
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[Document  B.] 
DISBURSEMENTS. 


Legislative 

Judiciary 

Executive 

Appropriations 

Library  

Militia 

Commissions  for  Assessing 

Penitentiary 

Public  Printing 

Capitol  Expenses 

Capitol  Repairs 

University  of  Mississippi 

Recording  Tax  Titles 

Distributing  Laws  and  Journals 

Lunatic  Asylum 

Executive  Contingent  Fund 

Auditor’s  Contingent  Fund 

Library  Contingent  Fund 

Chickasaw  School  Fund  Interest 

Institution  for  the  Blind 

Geological  Survey 

State  Tax,  1866,  overpaid 

State  Tax,  1868,  overpaid 

State  Tax,  1869,  overpaid 

State  Tax,  1870,  overpaid 

Code  of  Mississippi 

Common  School  Fund 

Repairs  on  State  Capitol.' 

Repairs  on  Lunatic  Asylum 

Tax  Sales 

State  Hospital  at  Natchez 

State  Census,  1870 

Constitutional  Convention 

Certificates  of  Indebtedness 

Mississippi  Reports 

State  Hospital  at  Vicksburg 

Deaf  and  Dumb  Asylum 

Alcorn  University 

State  Maps «. 

State  Normal  School 

$ 201,012  80 
389,991  22 
39,922  35 
44,830  84 
1,087  82 
18,857  C7 
118,158  01 
23,674  35 
120,785  20 
432  20 
3,441  96 
47,551  19 
1,759  35 
1,388  12 
60,000  00 
5,857  35 
1,316  34 
155  40 
144,288  97 
13,151  00 
2,256  39 
1,356  38 
2,962  95 
640  80 
63,086*15 

7.000  00 
14., 624  41 

18,154  00 
98,843  31 
242  22 

19.500  00 
14,988  33 

3,947  95 
5,582  91 
11,449  00 
18,750  00 
55,000  00 

12.500  00 
3,500  00 

4.000  00 

Total 

$1,729,046  34 

[DOCUMENT  C.] 

ADAMS  COUNTY,  STATE  TAX,  1870. 
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ALCORN  COUNTY,  STATE  TAX,  1870. 
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AMITE  COUNTY,  STATE  TAX,  1870. 
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BENTON  COUNTY,  STATE  TAX,  1870. 
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BOLIVAR  COUNTY,  STATE  TAX,  1870. 
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[Document  C— Continued.] 
CALLIOUN  COUNTY,  STATE  TAX,  1870. 
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CARROLL  COUNTY,  STATE  TAX,  1870. 
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CHICKASAW  COUNTY,  STATE  TAX,  1870. 
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CHOCTAW  COUNTY,  STATE  TAX,  1870. 
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CLAIBORNE  COUNTY,  STATE  TAX,  1870. 
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CLARKE  COUNTY,  STATE  TAX,  1870. 
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COAHOMA  COUNTY,  STATE  TAX,  1870. 
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COVINGTON  COUNTY,  STATE  TAX,  1870. 
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GRENADA  COUNTY,  STATE  TAX,  1870. 
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HARRISON  COUNTY,  STATE  TAX,  1870. 
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IIINDS  COUNTY,  STATE  TAX,  1870. 
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ISSAQUENA  COUNTY,  STATE  TAX,  1870. 
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JASPER  COUNTY.  STATE  TAX,  1870. 
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JEFFERSON  COUNTY,  STATE  TAX,  1870. 
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JONES  COUNTY,  STATE  TAN,  1870. 
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KEMPER  COUNTY,  STATE  TAX,  1870. 
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LAUDERDALE  COUNTV,  STATE  TAX,  1S70. 
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LAWRENCE  COUNTY,  STATE  TAX,  1870. 
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LEAKE  COUNTY,  STATE  TAX,  1870. 
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LEE  COUNTY,  STATE  TAX,  1870. 
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LINCOLN  COUNTY,  STATE  TAX,  1870. 
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LOWNDES  COUNTY,  STATE  TAX,  1870. 
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MADISON  COUNTY,  STATE  TAX,  1870. 
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MARION  COUNTY,  STATE  TAX,  1870. 
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MARSHALL  COUNTY,  STATE  TAX,  1870. 
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MONROE  COUNTY.  STATE  TAX,  1870. 
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NESHOBA  COUNTY,  STATE  TAX,  1870. 
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NEWTON  COUNTY,  STATE  TAX,  1870. 
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NOXUBEE  COUNTY,  STATE  TAX,  1870. 
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OKTIBBEHA  COUNTY,  STATE  TAX,  1870. 
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PANOLA  COUNTY,  STATE  TAX,  1870. 
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PERRY  COUNTY,  STATE  TAX,  1870. 
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PIKE  COUNTY,  STATE  TAX,  1870. 
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PONTOTOC  COUNTY,  STATE  TAX,  1870. 
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PRENTISS  COUNTY,  STATE  TAX,  1870. 
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RANKIN  COUNTY,  STATE  TAX,  1870. 
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SIMPSON  COUNTY,  STATU  TAX,  1870. 
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SMITH  COUNTY,  STATE  TAX,  1870. 
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SUNFLOWER  COUNTY,  STATE  TAX,  1870. 
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TALLAHATCHIE  COUNTY,  STATE  TAX,  1870. 
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TIPPAH  COUNTY,  STATE  TAX,  1870. 
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TISHOMINGO  COUNTY,  STATE  TAX,  1870. 
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TUNICA  COUNTY,  STATE  TAX,  1870. 
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UNION  COUNTY,  STATE  TAX,  1870. 
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WARREN  COUNTY,  STATE  TAX,  1870. 
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WASHINGTON  COUNTY,  STATE  TAX,  1870. 
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WAYNE  COUNTY,  STATE  TAX,  1870. 
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WILKINSON  COUNTY,  STATE  TAX,  1870. 
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WINSTON  COUNTY,  STATE  TAX,  1870. 
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YALOBUSHA  COUNTY,  STATE  TAX,  1870. 
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YAZOO  COUNTY,  STATE  TAX,  1870. 
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ALCORN  COUNTY,  POLL  TAX,  1870. 
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BENTON  COUNTY,  POLL  TAX,  1870. 
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CHICKASAW  COUNTY,  POLL  TAX,  1870. 
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CHOCTAW  COUNTY,  TOLL  TAX,  1870. 
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FRANKLIN  COUNTY,  POLL  TAX,  1870. 
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HANCOCK  COUNTY,  POLL  TAX,  1S70. 
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ITAWAMBA  CONNTY,  POLL  TAX,  1870. 
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JONES  COUNTY,  POLL  TAX,  1870. 
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JACKSON  COUNTY,  POLL  TAX,  1870. 
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JASPER  COUNTY,  POLL  TAX,  1870, 
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KEMPER  COUNTY,  POLL  TAX,  1870. 
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LAUDERDALE  COUNTY,  POLL  TAX,  1870. 
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LAWRENCE  COUNTY,  POLL  TAX,  1870. 
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MARION  COUNTY,  POLL  TAX,  1870. 
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MARSHALL  COUNTY,  POLL  TAX,  1870. 
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MONROE  COUNTY,  POLL  TAX,  1870. 
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NESHOBA  COUNTY,  POLL  TAX,  1870. 
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NEWTON  COUNTY,  POLL  TAX,  1870. 
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OKTIBBEHA  COUNTY,  POLL  TAX,  1870. 
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PANOLA  COUNTY,  POLL  TAX,  1870. 


743 


o g>° 
o .2  m 
-+-= 


o 

- © a 

fl  a> 

I a 

c3  >> 


a flfiO 
O •rH  © 

GJ  03  -rH  . 

>S  s 3 

2 “ 0 h 


57*  P-< 

P >p.o 

Kl'S  00 


<»  w K 

© t-,  «* 


« O O O «•■  O ' 
^ pLH  o H fi| 


>» 

PQ 


P 


PQ 


<X> 


s . 

H 8) 

r-H  Ci 

O S 

£ c3 


O 


PERRY  COUNTY,  POLL  TAX,  1870. 
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PONTOTOC  COUNTY,  POLL  TAX,  1870. 
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PRENTISS  COUNTY,  POLL  TAX,  1870. 
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RANKIN  COUNTY,  POLL  TAX,  1870. 
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SCOTT  COUNTY,  POLL  TAX,  1870. 
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TALLAHATCHIE  COUNTY,  POLL  TAX,  1870. 
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TISHOMINGO  COUNTY,  POLL  TAX,  1870. 
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TUNICA  COUNTY,  POLL  TAX,  1870. 


756 


[Document  D— Continued.] 
UNION  COUNTY,  TOLL  TAX,  1870 
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WARREN  COUNTY,  POLL  TAX,  1870. 
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WILKINSON  COUNTY,  POLL  TAX,  1870. 
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WINSTON  COUNTY,  POLL  TAX,  1870. 
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WASHINGTON  COUNTY,  POLL  TAX,  1S70. 
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CLAIBORNE  COUNTY,  PRIVILEGE  TAX. 
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CLARKE  COUNTY,  PRIVILEGE  TAX. 
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NEWTON  COUNTY,  PRIVILEGE  TAX. 
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OKT1IJBEIIA  COUNTY,  PRIVILEGE  TAX. 
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PIKE  COUNTY,  PRIVILEGE  TAX. 
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SCOTT  COUNTY,  PRIVILEGE  TAX. 
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Aug.  18, 1871 

Mar.  29)  1871 
May  11,  1871 

6 25  00 

10  00 
10  00 
25  00 
76  00 
35  00 

§ 

1 

L 

30  00 
35  00 

g 

s 

Report  to  Jan.  17,  1871 

Report  to  Feb.  5,  1871 

Report  to  March  6,  1871 

Report  to  April  3,  1871 

Report  to  May  1,  1871 

Report  to  August  7,  1871 

Total 

Report  of  District  Attorney 

fees,  Dec.  T.,  1870 

Report  of  District  Attorney 
fees,  Feb.  T.,  1871 

Total 
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YALOBUSHA  COUNTY,  PRIVILEGE  TAX. 


826 


O lO  tO  O ifl 

o 10  o oo 

O 10  CO  ^ (M 


<o-l  t>*  co  tr—  O 
CO  Ol  O CO  S 
o CO  -ctf  CM 


'-f*  — >C0  r,  O 
O OO  CO  — < 75 
(NCNO-it( 


C C 0 O O 

£££££ 

& ^ ^ p£  & 

p^p4p^p4p4 


6 

£ 

pi 


® CO  OD  IB  CO  ^ 

SSSS5  -A 

o c o o o o 

QOOUO  H 


& O 

<D  ~ , , " r-  O 

^ Hj  O 


O LC5  lO>  O 1C 
CO  1-0  CM  CO  OO 
lCO  O CO  TjH  Ol 


>»  • 


^ »"7>  CO  i__j 
5 0 0 0 


i'K  ps ; 


H 


Y A 5500  COUNTY,  PRIVILEGE  TAX. 


827 


ggoogoooo  o 

kOHlMCO  CM  CM  CM  O' 

<NH 


60606606^ 

£ £ £ £ £ £ £ £ £ 

p5p3p5p5p$p3p3psjp3 

ssssgssss 

|°°3S^2S^§ 

s’  1 1 i I i si  s' 

SSS8SS33S 


KCO^^MOOOOCOQO 

r— ( rH  rH  rH  t— ! rH  1— I r— 1 t— ( 

i— T o'  °~  «o  t-T  r-T  -*  -t*  r-T 

rC.  d rO  *5  ^ 

-gggg-g  go-go  g 

lOOOiOOOCiSC 
CO  1>  H ON  O O Tt<  ' 


«iii 


silg 

◄ <gO 


S232S232S 
222  §.  g.i2  2 g. 
(SlSWtaKKWKM 


ALCORN  COUNTY,  FINES,  ETC. 
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Report  to  Mar.  28,  1871 $ 220  25  April  17, 1871  Corns.,  $4  40,  R.  W.  No.  5G(  jj>  215  85  j>  220  25 
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LEAKE  COUNTY,  FINES,  ETC. 
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MADISON  COUNTY,  PINES,  ETC. 


835 


o o 


O 

H 

W 


O 

H 


PS  P3 


~ - *g  c-i 


kH 

H 

2i 

P 

O 

o 

p 

p 

c 


<1 


£ 

M 

H 

£5 

D 

O 

Q 

W 

O 

P 

£5 

o 


a s 

o o 
OO 


o o . 
c r sr 
PP4 


[Document  D — Continued.] 
NEWTON  COUNTY,  FINES,  ETC. 
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PANOLA  COUNTY,  FINES,  ETC. 
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PRENTISS  COUNTY,  FINES,  ETC. 
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YALOBUSHA  COUNTY,  FINES,  ETC. 
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COPIAH  COUNTY  (Town  of  Beauregard),  LICENSES. 


841 


PRENTISS  COUNTY,  LICENSES. 


STATEMENT  O F COMMON  SCHOOL  FUND. 


842 


843 


[Document  D — Concluded.] 

A MO  UNT  Paid  into  State  Treasury  on  Account  of  Common  School 
Fund  in  1871. 


Tax  sales $23,190  60 

District  Attorneys’  fees 3,940  GO  ' 

Privilege  Tax 158,663  50 

Fines,  etc 11,235  60 

License  to  retail  Liquors,  from  Oct.  1,  1871 ....  . 1,470  00 

Poll  Tax 120,354  33 


Total $318.854  03 
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[Document  E.] 

AMOUNT  Due  Chickasaw  Counties  on  Account  of  C ticket  aw  School 
Fund  Interest. 


Benton  County $ 1,328  48 

Choctaw  County 453  67 

Chickasaw  County 2,305  75 

DeSoto  County 3,183  15 

Lowndes  County . 298  80 

Lee  County 1,692  07 

Monroe  County 1,356  69 

Oktibbeha  County 953  83 

Pontotoc  County 1,542  83 

Prentiss  County 1,361  68 

Tunica  County 16,550  98 

Tallahatchie  County 51  69 

Tishomingo  County 1,351  52 

Union  County 1,361  67 


Total $33,792  81 
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[Document.  F.] 

DISTRIBUTION  of  Common  School  Kund,  under  Act  approved 
July  4,  1870. 


COUNTIES. 


Adams 

Alcorn 

Amite 

Attala 

Benton 

Bolivar 

Calhoun 

Carroll 

Chickasaw.  . 
Choctaw.  . . . 
Claiborne . . . 

Clarke 

Coahoma. . . 

Copiah 

Covington.  . 
DeSoto .... 
Franklin..  . . 

Greene 

Grenada . . . 
Hancock.  . . 
Harrison . . . 

Hinds 

Holmes.  . . . 
Issaquena. . 
Itawamba.  . 
Jackson. . . 

Jasper 

Jefferson.  . . 

Jones 

Kemper.  . . 
Lafayette . . 
Lauderdale 
Lawrence. . 

Leake 

Lee 
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3,568  65 

3,152 

1,784  61 

4,440 

2,513  84 

3.502 

1,982  75 

5,672 

3,211  40 

6,289 

3,560  72 

8,082 

4,575  85 

4,467 

2,529  12 

825 

457  10 

2,384 

1,349  76 

7,988 

4,522  66 

1,714 

970  99 

10,836 

5,135  16 

1,043 

590  52 

1,024 

579  76 

1 3,709 

2,099  97 

j 1,100 

622  80 

1,678 

950  05 

10.231 

5,792  50 

7,398 

4,188  62 

1,255 

710  56 

3,050 

1,726  84 

1.859 

1,052  53 

3,682 

2,084  68 

2,763 

1,564  36 

1.515 

857  74 

3,913 

2,215  46 

4,994 

2,827  52 

5,753 

3,257  25 

1 2,908 

1,646  46 

I 3,547 

2,008  25 

5,093 

2,883  56 
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DISTRIBUTION  of  * Common  School  Fund , under  Act 
approved  July  4,  1870. 


COUNTIES. 


Lincoln 

Lowndes 

Leflore 

Madison 

Marion 

Marshall 

Monroe. 

Montgomery. . . 

Neshoba 

Newton  

Noxubee 

Oktibbeha 

Panola 

Perry 

Pike 

Pontotoc 

Prentiss 

Rankin 

Scott 

Simpson 

Smith 

Sunflower.  . . . , 
Tallahatchie  . . 

Tippah 

Tishomingo.  . . . 

Tunica 

Union 

Warren 

Washington  . . 

Wayne 

Wilkinson 

Winston  

Yalobusha 

Yazoo 

Totals 


No.  of  Educable 
Children  .... 

Pro  rata  due 
each  county... 

4,238 

$ 2,399  47 

9,36S 

5,303  99 

2,486 

1,407  53 

3,594 

2,034  80 

1,946 

1,101  79 

9,122 

5,164  72 

8,374 

4,741  21 

6,544 

3,705  10 

3,040 

1,721  19 

3,171 

1,795  37 

7,359 

4,166  53 

6,515 

3,688  69 

8,542 

4,836  33 

1,182 

669  21 

4,390 

2,485  54 

4,200 

2,377  96 

4.659 

2,637  85 

5,213 

2,951  46 

3,040 

1,721  19 

2,455 

1,389  98 

3,100 

1,755  16 

895 

506  73 

2,524 

1,429  04 

3,735 

2.114  69 

3,639 

2,060  33 

1*287 

728  67 

4,196 

2.375  70 

7,702 

4,300  69 

4,712 

2,667  85 

1,705 

965  33 

5,411 

! 3,063  60 

3,327 

1,883  68 

3.651 

2,067  14 

6,352 

3,596  39 

$304,762 

$172,550  35 

[Document  G.] 

STATEMENT  of  Expenditures  on  Account  of  Legislative  Department , for  year  1871. 
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AUDITOR’S  CONTINGENT  FUND— 1871. 
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[Document  K.J 

REPAIRS  ON  LUNATIC  ASYLUM. 


Amount  appropriated  under  Act  ap- 
proved July  21st,  1870  

$150,000  00 
109,668  31 

Amount  drawn  in  1870 

$13,825  00 
95,843  31 

Amount  drawn  in  1871 

Balance  of  appropriation  unpaid . . . 

$40,331  69 

* 
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[Document  L.] 

ESTI31TE  of  Probable  Receipts  at  the  State  Treasury  for  the  Fiscal 
Year , 1872. 


State  Tax,  1870  $ 10,000  00 

State  Tax,  1871  300,000  00 

State  Tax,  1872  500,000  00 

Sales  of  Mississippi  Reports 1,000  00 

Sales  of  Code  of  Mississippi,  1871  10,000  00 

State  Deeds  (Lands  redeemed  of  Chancery  Clerks)  10,000  00 

Redemption  of  Lands  (Lands  redeemed  at  Audi- 
tor’s office) 5,000  00 

Tax  Sales  (Accrued  Taxes  on  Tax  Lands  purchased 

from  the  State) 40,000  00 


Total $876,000  00 


ESTIMATE  OF  RECEIPTS  ON  ACCOUNT  OF  COMMON  SCHOOL  FUND. 

Poll  Tax 1 

District  Attorneys  fees | 

Fines [>$350,000  00 

Tax  Sales | 

License  to  Retail  Liquors J 


This  being  a Trust  'Fund  can  only  be  drawn  from  the  Treasury  under 
the  provisions  of  the  Common  School  Law.  [Chapter  39,  Revised  Code, 
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[Document  M.] 

ESTIMATE  of  Expenditures  on  account  of  t he  several  De- 
partments of  the  State  Government , for  the  fiscal  year  1782. 


Legislature — session  of  sixty  days $110,000  00 

Judiciary. 400,000  00 

Executive 39,500  00 

Library 5,000  00 

Militia 2,500  00 

Commissions  for  Assessing* 30,000  00 

* Penitentiary 25,000  00 

Public  Printing 50,000  00 

Printing  Revised  Code  of  1871 . . 35,000  00 

Capitol  Expenses 400  00 

Capitol  Repairs 2,000  00 

State  University 50,000  00 

Alcorn  University 62,500  00 

Recording  Tax  Titles 2,000  00 

Distributing  Laws  and  Journals 1,500  00 

Lunatic  Asylum ..  , 50,000  00 

Executive  Contingent  Fund 6,000  00 

Auditor’s  Contingent  Fund 1,300  00 

Chickasaw  School  Fund  Interest 98,000  00 

Institution  for  the  Blind  10,000  00 

Geological  Survey 4,000  00 

State  Hospital  at  Natchez 25,000  00 

Repairs  on  Lunatic  Asylum ' 40,331  69 

State  Normal  School 4,000  00 

Interest  of  first  series  of  Bonds  (Second  series 

of  Bonds  not  yet  taken  up) 4,000  00 

State  Hospital  at  Vicksburg 25,000  00 

Compilation  of  Criminal  Laws  under  Act  of  July 

‘ 16th,  1870 15,000  00 


Total $1,098,031  69 


*No  definite  law  in  regard  to  this  item  of  expenditure. 
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[Document  N.] 


NET  PROCEEDS  of  Cotton  Tax , 1868  and  1869,  Paid  into 
Treasury  in  1871. 


COUNTIES. 

1868 

1869 

COUNTIES. 

1868 

1869 

Adams 

Lincoln  

Lowndes 

$438  44 

Leflore 

Madison 

Marion 

Marshall 

Monroe 

Carroll 

$52  21 

$ 27  65 

Montgomery  . . 

Chickasaw  . . 

Neshoba 

Newton 

Noxubee.  ..... 

Clarke 

9 50 

Oktibbeha  .... 

Coahoma 

Panola 

Copiah 

Perry 

Covington 

Pike 

DeSoto. 

Pontotoc 

Franklin  . . 

Prentiss 

Greene 

Rankin 

Grenada  . 

Scott 

Hancock  . 

Simpson 

Harrison 

Smith 

Hinds  . . 

Sunflower 

Holmes 

Tallahatchie. . . 

Issaquena 

Tippah 

Itawamba 

Tishomingo . . . 

•Tack  son  

Tunica 

.Tasner  

Union 

Jefferson 

Warren 

Jones 

Washington. . . 

Kemper 

Wayne 

Lafayette 

Wilkinson 

Lauderdale .... 

Winston  ...... 

Lawrence 

Yalobusha 

477  22 

Leake  .... 

Yazoo 

Lee 

632  46 

Total .... 

$52  21 

1,585  27 
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[Document  O.] 
VALUATION,  1871. 


COUNTIES. 


LAND. 


PERSON- 


Aclams 

Alcorn 

Amite 

Attala 

Benton 

Bolivar 

Calhoun .... 

Carroll 

Chickasaw . . 
Choctaw .... 
Claiborne . . . 

Clarke 

Coahoma  . . . 

Copiah 

Covington  . . 

DeSoto 

Franklin  . . . 

Greene 

Grenada. . . . 
Hancock  . . . 
Harrison 

Hinds 

Holmes  . . . 
Issaquena. „ . 
Itawamba. , , 
Jackson 

Jasper  

Jefferson 

Jones 

Kemper. 
Lafayette  . . . 
Lauderdale  . 
Lawrence . . . 

Leake  

Lee 

Lincoln  .... 
Lowndes  . . . 

Leflore  

Madison .... 

Marion 

Marshall  . . . 

Monroe 

Montgomery 

Neshoba 


$ 


3,806,687  $ 
1,449,679 
1,433,869 
1,277,293 
621,437 
1,961,412 
672,143 
1,276,820 
1,669,615 
1,160,000 
2,508,492 

900.000 
2,060,855 
1,848,302 

362,210 

5,299,030 

474,636 

54,181 

876,677 

510.000 
969,900 

5,209,339 

2,429,830 

1,808,000 

515,396 

619,511 

662.000 
1,387,450 

61,000 

565,825 

1,719,575 

1.799.509 
391,657 
573,430 

1,543,126 

997,616 

3,259,658 

1,350,205 

2.928.510 
134,294 

3,548,188 

1,960,709 

1,008,597 

395,460 


ALTY. 


1,145.230 

581,170 

793.480 

671,342 

233,735 

728,645 

465,670 

625,780 

1,117,170 

750.000 
892,460 

650.000 
441,045 

1,038,292 

205,822 

1,694,245 

314,230 

126,825 

607,187 

338,535 

219,960 

1,998,015 

1,306,683 

330.000 
283,080 
360.940 
358,110 
609,930 

170.000 

500.000 

1.804.980 
1,065,610 

358,222 

346,167 

757,615 

410,060 

1,637,560 

433,510 

1,463,695 

225,935 

1.356.980 
1,365,160 

604,770 

270,199 
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[Document  O — Continued.] 
VALUATION,  1871. 


Newton 
Noxubee  . . . 
Oktibbeha  . . 

Panola 

Perry 

Pike  

Pontotoc . . . 
Prentiss  . . . 

Rankin 

Scott 

Simpson.  . . . 

Smith 

Sunflower  . . 
Tallahatchie 

Tippah 

Tishomingo 

Tunica 

Union 

Warren 

Washington 

Wayne 

Wilkinson.  . 
W inston .... 
Yalobusha . . 
Yazoo 

Total  . . 


COUNTIES. 


LAND. 


PERSON- 


$ 524,591$ 

2,287,600 
829,272 
3,158,303 
63,878 
1,508,000 
1,128,012 
951,129 
1,379,980 
721,467 
294,565 
398,899 
1,028,346 
1,143,640 
716,795 
697,239 
2,739,431 
953,706 
5,597,592 
5,549,768 
103,000 
1,281,989 
700,097 
964,575 
3,452,288 


ALTY. 


258,450 

848,892 

455.460 
1,151.685 

196,180 

750.000 
595,710 
353,750 
799,045 
450,075 
239,021 
404,520 
135,236 
342,560 
312,930 
333,130 

222.460 
413,210 

2,301,015 

900.688 

200.000 

483,300 

514.460 
872,550 

1,136,527 


$104,136,291 


$45,829,908 


Valuation  for  1871 

Estimate  of  Expenditures  for ’72 
Probable  Credits  to  Collectors . . 
Insolvencies, 

Erroneous  Assessments, 

State  Deeds,  . . 

Tax  on  State  Lands, 
Commissions  for  Collecting, 
Taxes  Suspended. 


$1,098,031 


252,000 


69 


$150,000,000  00 


00 


$150,000,000  at  9 mills  on  dollar.. 


$1,350,031  69 


$ 1,350,000  00 


APPENDIX 


Official  Circulars  issued  from  this  office  during  the  fiscal 
year  1871,  together  with  the  official  opinions  of  the  Attorney 
General  touching  questions  of  vital  importance  relative  to  the 
finances  of  the  State. 

Office  Auditor  Public  Accounts,) 
Jackson,  Miss.,  May,  26,  1871.  j 

Hon . J.  S.  Morris , Attorney  General  of  State  of  Mississippi: 

Sir — I would  respectfully  ask  your  official  opinion  in  answer 
to  the  following  questions: 

Does  the  late  Revenue  Law,  approved  May  13,  1871,  apply  to 
the  assessment  of  taxes  for  the  fiscal  }^ear  1871? 

Does  the  rate  of  taxation  fixed  in  the  foregoing  cited  law 
apply  to  the  collection  of  taxes  for  the  fiscal  year  1871? 

Are  the  taxes  on  privileges,  levied  by  Article  19,  to  be  col- 
lected from  and  after  the  passage  of  the  above  law? 

Very  res'pectfull}', 

H.  MUSGROVE, 
Auditor  Public  Accounts . 


Attorney  General’s  Office,  ) 
Jackson,  Miss.,  June  5, 1871.  j 

Hon.  H.  Musgrove , Auditor  Public  Accounts: 

Sir — I have  carefully  considered  the  Revenue  Act  of  the 
new  Revised  Code,  referred  to  in  your  letter  of  the  26th  ult.,  in 
connection  with  the  Acts  of  1870,  relating  to  the  same  subject. 

The  only  question  involved  in  your  inquiry  is  one  of  legisla- 
tive intent.  The  Act  of  May  13, 1871,  does  not  in  terms  repeal 
the  Acts  of  July  9 and  21,  1871,  but  by  the  express  teims  of 
the  former,  it  took  effect  at  its  passage.  The  Legislature  cannot 
be  supposed  to  have  been  unmindful  of  the  effect  of  such  a 
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provision.  If*  the  Act  of  13th  of  May,  1871,  took  effect  at 
that  date,  it  of  necessity  superseded,  or  is  at  some  time  to 
supersede  the  Act  of  July,  1870.  A double  tax  was  not  in- 
tended, and  the  two  systems  of  revenue  cannot  stand  together. 
We  cannot  sa}^  that  some  of  the  provisions  of  the  Act  took 
effect  on  the  13th  of  May,  and  that  others  are  postponed  to 
January,  1872.  To  say  that  no  one  of  its  provisions  went 
into  effect  on  the  13th  of  May,  is  to  contradict  the  express 
language  of  the  Act,  and  if  any  one  provision  took  effect,  the 
whole  Act  became  operative,  as  the  Legislature  maks  no  dis- 
tion. 

This  leads  us  to  consider  whether  there  is  an}^  sueh  glaring 
inconvenience  or  injustice  produced  by  giving  effect  to  the  Act 
of  1871,  according  to  its  terms,  as  to  constrain  us  to  hold  that 
the  Legislature  meant  that  the  Act  should  not  take  effect  until 
January,  1872.  The  fiscal  year  is  the  same  under  both  Acts. 
It  begins  on  the  1st  of  January  and  ends  on  the  31st  of  Decem- 
ber, the  day  of  payment.  Both  provide  that  the  assessment 
shall  take  effect  on  property  owned  on  the  1st  day  of  January 
preceding  the  assessment.  There  is  a change  of  time  when  the 
assessments  are  to  be  made.  But  it  is  fair  to  suppose  that  the 
Legislature  thought  the  assessments  might  be  completed 
between  the  13th  of  May  and  the  first  Monday  of  July,  espe- 
cially as  the  re-assessment  in  cases  where  the  assessments  had 
been  completed  at  that  date,  13th  of  May,  would  consist  mainly 
in  changing  the  percentage. 

There  is  an  idea  that  to  give  effect  now  to  the  Act  of  13th  of 
May,  1871,  would  be  to  have  two  annual  taxes  paid  within  the 
compass  of  one  year.  This  is  not  true.  The  Legislature,  by 
indulging  the  tax-payers  by  the  extension  of  the  time  oy  pa}r- 
ment,  has  seemingly  brought  two  payments  within  the  period 
of  1871;  but  this  would  be  the  case  if  we  assessed  and  collec- 
ted under  the  Act  of  1870.  One  or  the  other  of  these  laws 
must  be  in  force  in  1871.  Both^cannnt  operate,  and  the  Legis- 
lature in  declaring  that  the  Act  of  1871  shall  be  in  force,  has 
decided  the  point. 

Moreover,  it  seems  clear,  from  the  terms  of  the  Act,  that  the 
fiscal  j'ear  is  to  be  computed  from  1st  of  January,  1871,  and 
that  there  is  to  be  an  assessment  of  lands  in  1871  which  is  to 
stand  until  1875:  See  Art.  5,  Sec.  1,  of  Act  of  1871.  It  would 
be  assuming  too  much  to  hold  £hat  the  Legislature  meant  to 
postpone  the  operation  of  this  Act  to  1872,  in  the  face  of  the 
positive  language  that  it  shall  be  in  force  from  and  after  the 
13th  of  May,  1871. 

Where  the  privilege  tax  had  been  paid  under  the  Act  of  1870, 
and  before  the-  13th  of  May,  1871,  no  additional  tax  for  the  year 
could  be  demanded;  but  where  the  license  is  taken  out  or 
business  commenced  after  that  date,  it  will  be  governed  by  the 
Act  of  1871. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  S.  MORRIS, 
Attorney  General. 
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Office  of  the  Auditor  of  Public  Accounts,) 
Jackson,  Miss.,  June  7, 1872.  j 
Hon.  J.  S,  Morris,.  Attorney  General,  State  of  Mississippi: 

Sir — I have  the  honor  to  lay  before  you  certified  copies  of 
the  reductions  made  by  the  Boards  of  Supervisors  of  Yazoo, 
Hinds,  and  Clarke  counties,  under  the’  Act  authorizing  the 
Boards  of  Supervisors  of  the  several  counties  to  correct  errone- 
ous assessments,  etc.,  approved  March  22,1871,  which  are  a fair 
sample  of  the  same  received  from  different  counties  in  the 
State.  And  I would  respectfullj”  ask  your  official  opinion  as 
to  whether  or  not  the  Boards  of  Supervisors  are  required  to 
make  a separate  order  in  each  case  (see  Clarke  county),  or  if 
simply  a detailed  list,  certified  by  the  Clerk  (see  Yazoo 
county),  is  sufficient  authority  for  the  Auditor  to  allow  such  to 
the  Tax  Collectors  on  their  final  settlement  of  the  tax  of  1870. 

You  will  notice,  in  the  case  of  Hinds  county,  that  the  Board 
has  complied  with  the  strict  letter  of  the  law,  and  only  cor  - 
rected errors,  while  in  the  case  of  Yazoo  county,  the  Board  of 
Supervisors,  in  nyy  judgment,  have  transcended  their  authority 
in  making  the  sweeping  reductions  that  they  have  done. 

If  this  action  is  sustained  it  will  work  great  injustice  to  the 
State,  as  well  as  the  several  counties,  as  in  the  case  of  Hinds 
county.  pa3riiig  a State  tax  of  $45,311  09,  there  is  a reduction 
of  only  $36  04,  while  in  the  case  of  Yazoo  countty,  paying  a 
State  tax  of  $40,810  58,  there  is  a reduction  of  $4,520  85. 

Your  early  attention  to  this  matter  is  reprectfully  solicited. 

Respectful^,  • 

H.  M US  GROVE, 
Auditor  of  Public  Accounts. 


Attorney  General’s  Office, [ 
Jackson,  June  23,  1871.  ) 

Hon.  II.  Musyrove , Auditor  of  Public  Accounts: 

Sir — Yours  of  7th  June  received,  and  in  reply  would  state 
that  the  Act  of  March  22,  1871,  authorizing  Boards  of  Super- 
visors to  correct  erroneous  assessments,  was  a special  power 
given  by  the  Legislature  to  the  Boards  of  Supervisors  for  the 
particular  purposes  indicated  in  the.Act,  to-wit: 

“ To  correct  all  erroneous  assessments  of  real  or  personal 
property,  whether  made  by  the  Assessor  or  the  Board  of 
Equalization,  wdien  it  shall  appear  to  them  that  the  same  was 
caused  by  misrepresentation  or  clerical  error,  or  sufficient 
evidence  shall  be  given  that  the  same  is  erroneous.” 

It  was  certainly  not  the  intention  of  the  Legislature  to  au- 
thorize a general  reduction  of  the  assessed  value  of  property 
upon  the  idea  that  the  Assessors  had  made  a general  overesti- 
mate of  value.  If  such  had  been  the  purpose  of  the  Legisla- 
ture, appropriate  language  would  have  been  used  for  that  pur- 
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pose.  The  evil  intended  to  be  remedied  by  the  Act  of  March 
22,  1871,  was  an  erroneous  assessment  in  any  particular  case, 
arising  from  misrepresentation  or  clerical  error,  or  other  cause, 
on  sufficient  evidence  being  adduced  that  the  assessment  was 
erroneous.  The  Act  was  intended  to  apply  to  particular  cases 
of  error  and  to  correct  the  errors  in  such  cases.  It  is  true  by 
possibility  there  ma}^  have  been  an  error  in  every  assessment, 
and  if  so  the  Board  had  power  to  correct  the  error  in  every 
case,  and  thus  include  the  whole  assessment  roll.  But  the 
record  of  tbe  proceedings  of  the  Board  should  specify  the  cases 
on  which  the  Board  acted.  It  should  also  appear  that  they 
found  the  previous  assessment  erroneous,  and  therefore  cor- 
rected it.  The  mode  adopted  by  the  Board  in  Clarke  county 
in  making  a separate  order  in  each  case  is  the  correct  manner 
in  which  the  Boards  should  have  acted.  I will  not  attempt  to 
say  that  a general  entry  including  several  cases  would  have 
rendered  the  action  a nullity.  I think  it  would  not;  but  still  it 
should  appear  from  the  entry  on  the  minutes  that  each  case 
was  acted  on  and  corrected  for  error.  It  may  be  that  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  Board  in  Yazoo  county  are  correct,  but  I do 
not  think  you  ought  to  acton  this  certificate  sent  to  you  by 
the  Clerk.  That  certificate  does  not  purport  to  be  a*  “ tran- 
script from  the  proceedings.”  It  is  a mere  certificate  of  the 
Clerk  of  what  was  done. 

The  third  section  of  the  Act  of  March  22,  1871,  provides: 
“That  the  Clerk  of  the  Board  of  Supervisors  shall  transmit  to  the 
Auditor  of  Public  Accounts  a transcript  from  the  proceedings  of 
the  Board  of  Supervisors,  containing  the  list  of  the  taxes  so  re- 
mitted or  abated,”  etc.  This  transcript  is  a copy  of  the  entry 
on  the  minutes  to  be  certified  by  the  Clerk.  The  paper  fur- 
nished you  does  not  purport  to  be  a copy  from  the  minutes, 
and  I do  not  think  that  you  would  be  justified  in  acting  on  it. 
Until  such  a copy  is  furnished  I am  not  able  to  say  what  taxes 
you  would  be  justified  in  remitting  on  settling  with  the  Sheriff  of 
Yazoo  county. 

Respectfully,  J.  S.  MORRIS, 

Attorney  General. 


Office  of  Auditor  of  Public  Accounts,) 
Jackson,  Miss.,  June  10,  1871.  [ 

Hon.  J.  S:  Morris,  Attorney  General  State  of  Mississippi: 

Sir — I would  respectfully  ask  your  official  opinion  in  an- 
swer to  the  following  question,  viz: 

Are  insurance  companies  doing  business  in  this  State  now 
liable  for  the  privilege  tax  of  $1000  00,  imposed  by  section  1, 
article  19,  of  the  Revenue  Law,  approved  May  13,  3.871,  and  is 
said  privilege  tax  intended  to  be  in  lieu  of  the  tax  of  one-half 
of  one  per  centum  on  all  premiums  received  for  insurance,  im- 
posed by  section  21  of  the  Revenue  Law,  approved  July  9, 
1870.  Respectfullv, 

ir.  MUSGROVE, 

Auditor  of  Public  Accounts. 
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Office  of  the  Auditor  of  Public  Accounts,) 
Jackson,  Miss.,  June  16,  1871.  j 

Hon.  J.  S.  Morris , Attorney  General  State  of  Mississippi: 

Sir — I would  respectfully  ask  your  -official  opinion  in  an- 
swer to  the  following  question,  viz : 

Are  persons  who  follow  any  of  the  trades,  callings  or  profes- 
sions enumerated  in  - section  4,  Revenue  Law,  approved  July 
9,  1870,  but  which  are  not  inclnded  in  the  privileges  taxed  in 
the  Revenue  Law,  approved  May  13, 1871,  still  liable  for  the 
privilege  tax  levied  by  section  4 of  the  low  of  1870? 

Respectfully, 

H.  MUSGROVE, 

Auditor. 


Attorney  General’s  Office,) 
Jackson,  June  23, 1871.  j 

Hon.  II.  31  us  grove,  Auditor , etc.: 

Sir — In  reply  to  your  inquiries  of  the  10th  and  16th  of 
June,  I have  the  honor  to  state  that  the  Revenue  Law  of  May 
13,  1871,  forms  part  of  the  new  Revised  Code,  chapter  33, 
and  takes  effect  from  its  passage. 

Chapter  one  of  the  new  Revised  Code  "was  approved  May 
12th,  1871,  and  also  takes  effect  from  its  passage.  Ry  section 
eight  of  this  chapter  it  is  declared  that  from  and  after  the  first 
day  of  October,  A.  D.  1871,  this  Revised  Code  shall  take  effect 
and  be  received  in  use  as  the  statutory  laws  of  Mississippi  of  a 
general  nature,  and  shall  supersede  and  repeal  all  pre-existing 
statutes  of  a general  nature,  the  subjects  of  which  are  herein 
revised  and  consolidated. 

The  Act  in  relation  to  public  revenue  is  a general  law,  and 
by  virtue  of  the  foregoing  provision  superseded  all  pre-existing 
laws  on  the  subject  of  revenue. 

It  is  true  that  section  eight  of  chapter  one,  declares  that  the 
Revissd  Code  shall  only  take  effect  from  and  after  the  first  da3r 
.October,  1871;  but  chapter  one  was  passad  on  the  12th  day  of 
May,  1871,  and  took  effect  from  its  passage.  And  chapter 
thirty-three,  being  the  Revenue  Law,  was  passed  on  the  13th 
of  Ma}-,  and  also  takes  effect  from  its  passage.  I am  very 
clearly  of  opinion  that  it  was  the  intention  of  the  Legislature 
that  all  statutes  of  the  Code,  which  were  to  take  effect  from 
their  'passage,  should  supersede  and  repeal  all  pre-existing 
statute^  of  a general  nature  on  the  same  subject,  and  that  this 
repeal  would  take  effect,  as  to  such  laws,  from  the  time  they 
went  into  operation,  and  not  from  the  first  day  of  Octo- 
ber, 1871. 

The  Legislature  intended  that  the  lews  revised  and  re-enacted 
in  the  Code  should  repeal  and  supersede  all  pre-existing  laws 
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on  the  same  subject,  and  the  first  of  October,  1871,  is  fixed  by 
section  8 of  chapter  one,  as  the  period  when  this  repeal  is  to 
take  effect  'generally.  But  in  all  cases  where,  after  chapter  one 
was  adopted,  the  Legislature  passed  other  chapters  of  the 
Code,  and  fixed  an  earlier  day  for  them  to  take  effect  than  the 
first  day  of  Octobe-,  such  action  was  pro  tanto  a repeal  of  sec- 
tion eight,  so  far  as  the  time  of  going  into  effect  was  concerned, 
leaving  the  other  provisions  of  that  section  operative  as  to 
them. 

I am,  therefore,  of  the  opinion  that  the  revenue  law  of  July 
9, 1870  is  repealed  by  chapter  thirty-three  of  the  Revised  Code, 
approved  May  13,  1871,  and  being  so  repealed,  I am  satisfied 
that  trades,  callings,  or  professions,  enumerated  in  section  four 
of  revenue  law,  approved  July  9,  1870,  and  not  included  in 
the  privileges  taxed  in  the  revenue  law  of  May  13,  1871,  are 
not  now  liable  to  the  privilege  tax  levied  by  section  four  of  the 
Act  of  July  9,  1870. 

For  the  same  reason,  I am  of  opinion  that  insurance  com- 
panies doing  business  in  this  State,  are  now  liable  to  the  privi- 
lege tax  of  $1,000,  imposed  by  section  one,  article  nineteen,  of 
Revenue  Law,  approved  May  13, 1871,  and  that  such  tax  is  in 
lieu  of  the  tax  of  one-half  of  one  per  cent,  per  annum  on  all 
premiums  received  for  insurance,  imposed  by  section  twenty- 
one  of  Revenue  Law  of  July  9, 1870,  inasmuch  as  the  last  named 
law  is  repealed  by  the  Act  of  May  13,  1871. 

Respectfully, 

J.  S.  MORRIS, 

Attorney  General . 


Office  of  Auditor  of  Public  Accounts,) 
Jackson,  Miss.,  July  22,  1871.  j 

Judge  Wm.  Yerger , Acting  Attorney  Gen' l State' of  Mississippi: 

Sir — I would  respectfully  ask  your  official  opinion  in  re- 
gard to  the  Privilege  tax  on  vendors  of  vinous,  spirituous,  or 
malt  liquors. 

Are  they  to  be  considered  exempt,  as  not  having  been  men- 
tioned in  the  law  approved  May  13,  1871,  or  are  the}"  still  sub- 
ject to  the  tax  imposed  by  section  four  of  the  Revenue  Law  ap- 
proved July  9,  1870? 

Most  of  the  licenses  now  in  force  will  expire  August  1,  and 
chapter  forty-sjx  in  the  Draft  Code,  relating  to  this  subject, 
does  not  take  effect  until  October  1. 

In  view  of  the  above  facts,  your  early  answer  will  oblige. 

Yours  respectfully, 

H.  MUSGROVE, 
Auditor  Public  Accounts. 
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Jackson,  July  24,  1871. 

Colonel  H.  J fusgrone,  Auditor  of  Public  Accounts: 

Sir — Your  letter  of  22d  instant  has  been  received,  and  in 
reply  I have  the  honor  to  state  that  the  Act  of  Julj'  9,  1870,  so 
far  as  it  relates  to  the  tax  imposed  upon  vendors  of  vinous, 
spirituous,  and  malt  liquors,  has  not  been  repealed  by  the  Act 
of  May  13,  1871.  Section  nine  of  the  Revised  Code  provides 
that,  “ all  the  Acts  of  the  last  session  of  the  Legislature  which 
assembled  on  the  lltli  day  of  January,  1870,  shall  continue  in 
force  for  the  advancement  of  justice  and  the  operation  of  the 
State  Government  in  all  of  its  departments  until  their  Code 
shall  become  operative,”  and  section  eight  of  the  Code  pro- 
vides that  the  “ Revised  Code  shall  take  effect  from  and  after 
the  1st  day  of  October,  1871,  and  shall  be  received  in  law  as 
flhe  statutory  laws  of  Mississippi  of  a general  nature,  and  shall 
supersede  and  repeal  all  fore-existing  statutes  of  a general 
■nature,  the  subjects  of  wdiich  are  therein  revised  and  con- 
sidered.” Section  nineteen  of  the  Revenue  Law,  approved  May 
• 13,  1871,  enumeratecLcertain  privileges,  and  fixed  the  tax  which 

should  be  paid  by  them. 

As  to  the  enumerated  privileges,  I think  it  is  clearly  a repeal 
of  all  previous  laws.  The  Act  of  May  13,  1871  makes  no  pro- 
vision in  reference  to  vendors  of  liquors  of  any  kind;  but 
chapter  forty-six  of  the  new  Revised  Code  does  make  provis- 
ion on  this  subject,  and  specifies  “the  mode  of  obtaining 
license,”  and  fixes  the  price  to  be  paid  for  this  privilege.  This 
chapter  of  the  Revised  Code  does  not  take  effect  until  the  1st 
day  of  October,  1871.  When  it  does  take  effect  it  will  super- 
sede the  Act  of  1870,  and  all  other  statutes  on  the  subject  of 
selling  liquors. 

But  until  it  does  take  effect  the  Act  of  July  9,  1870  will  con- 
tinue in  force,  and  the  tax  therein  levied  should  be  collected. 
The  whole  Code  is  to  be  construed  together,  and  so  construing, 
it  is  very  clear  that  it  was  not  the  intention  of  the  Legislature 
to  repeal  the  existing  law  on  the  subject  of  sellingliquors,  and 
the  tax  provided  by  the  Act  of  June,  1870,  until  the  1st  day  of 
October,  1871,  when  chapter  forty-six  of  the  new  Code  will  take 
effect  and  supersede  all  other  laws  on  the  subject. 

Respectful^, 

" J.  S.  MORRIS, 
Attorneg  General. 


Office  Auditor  Public  Accounts,) 
Jackson,  Miss.,  Aug.  22,  1871.  ) 

Hon.  J.  S.  M 'orris,  Attorney  General  State  of  Mississippi: 

Sir — I would  respectfully  ask  your  official  opinion  in  an- 
swer to  the  following  questions,  viz: 

Are  lawyers,  doctors,  and  others,  required  to  pay  the  privilege 
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tax  for  license  when  the  license  held  by  them  expires  before 
October  1,  1871,  or  are  they  to  be  considered  exempt,  as  not 
being  mentioned  in  the  law  of  May  13,  1871? 

Yours,  respectfully, 

H.  MUSGROVE, 
Auditor  Public  Accounts. 


Attorney  General’s  Office,) 
Jackson,  Miss.,  August  23,  1871.  f 

Hon.  II.  Musgrovey  Auditor  Public  'Accounts: 

Sir — In  answer  to  your  inquiry  of  the  22d  instant,  received 
this  morning,  I respectfully  submit  that  lawyers,  doctors  and 
others,  referred  to  by  3’ou,  must  pay  their  privilege  tax  until  the 
revenue  act  of  the  Revised  Code  shall  go  into  operation.  This 
opinion  is  given  on  the  same  grounds  as  those  set  forth  in  my 
opinion,  addressed  to  vou,  in  respect  to  liquor  dealers,  dated 
July  24, 1871. 

Respectfullv, 

J.  S.  MORRIS, 

Attorney  General. 


Office  of  Auditor  of  Public  Accounts,) 
Jackson,  Miss.,  August  30,  1871.  j 

Hon.  f 7.  S.  Morris , Attorney  General  State  of  Mississippi  : 

Sir — I herewith  respectfully  transmit  the  transcript  of  erro 
neous  assessments  of  1870  for  Marshall  county,  and  request 
your  official  opinion  as  to  whether  I shall  be  justified  under  the 
law  of  March  22d,  1871,  in  allowing  the  same  to  the  Sheriff  of 
said  county  in  his  final  settlement. 

Yours,  respectfullv, 

H:  MUSGROVE, 
Auditor  Public  Accounts. 


Attorney  General’s  Office,) 
Jackson,  Sept.  1,  1871.  f 

Hon.  II.  Musgrove , Auditor  Public-  Accounts  : 

Sir — I have  carefully  considered  the  question  of  the  legality 
of  the  reduction  by  the  Board  of  Supervisors  of  Marshall  county 
of  the  assessment  of  taxes  for  the  fiscal  year  1870.  The  record 
submitted  to  me  recites  that  the  Board  acted  “ in  accordance 
with  an  act  of  the  Legislature,  approved  March  22, 1871,  author- 
izing the  correction  of  assessments,  etc.  Under  that  act  the 
Board  of  Supervisors  are  certainly  authorized  to  correct  any 
A — 55  f 


866 


errors  in  assessment  for  the  }Tear  1870,  no  matter  by  whom  or  by 
what  means  such  errors  may  have  been  committed.  If  the  assess- 
ment be  either  too  high  or  too  low  is  an  error,  and  however  ex- 
tensive and  general  such  error  may  have  appeared  throughout  the 
tax  books,  the  Board  was  bound  to  correct  it  by  reducing  it,  if 
too  high,  or  increasing  it  if  too  low.  In  the  case  before  me  the 
proceedings  do  not  appear  to  be  formal,  but  no  form  is  re- 
quired by  law,  and  as  the  proceedings  appeer  on  the  face  of  the 
record  to  have  been  substantially  in  accordance  with  the  act,  I 
think,  therefore,  that  it  must  be  upheld  and  respected  by  the 
.Auditor,  and  settlement  made  with  the  Tax  Collector  accord- 
ingly. 

Respectful^,  etc.,  J.  S.  MORRIS, 

Attorney  General , 


Office  of  Auditor  of  Public  Accounts,) 
Jackson,  Miss.,  Sept.  26,  1871.  j 

Hon.  J.S.  Morris,  Attorney  General  of  the  State  of  Mississippi: 
Sir — I would  respectfully  ask  your  official  opinion  in  answer 
to  the  following  question  : 

Was  it  competent  for  a county  Board  of  Supervisors  under 
section  8 of  the  Revenue  Law  of  1870,  toleity  an  additional  tax 
of  100  per  cent,  on  the  privilege  tax  of  fifty  dollars,  under  sec- 
tion 4,  for  selling  liquors  in  quantities  not  less  than  one  gallon, 
upon  the  ground  that  parties  so  paying  the  fifty  dollar  tax  were 
not  vendors,  and  consequent^  not  excepted  in  section  8 ? 

Very  respectfully,  H.  MUSGROVE, 

Auditor  Public  Accounts. 


Attorney  General7  s Office,  ) 
Jackson,  October  7,  1871.  j 

It  was  not  competent  for  the  Board  of  Supervisors  to  levy 
the  additional  tax  herein  referred  to. 

J.  S.  MORRIS, 

Attorney  General. 


Office  of  Auditor  of  Public  Accounts,  > 
Jackson,  Miss.,  October  5,  1871.  j 

Hon.  J.  S.  Morris , Attorney  General  of  the  State  of  Mississippi: 
Sir — I herewith  inclose  the  correspondence  between  myself 
and  the  President  of  the  Sardis  Agricultural  and  Mechanical 
Society,  in  reference  to  the  appropriation  of  $200  00  under  the 
Act  of  May  13,  1871,  and  would  respectfully  request  your 
official  opinion  as  to  whether  said  Society  is  entitled  to  the 
$200  00  under  said  Act  ? 

V ery  respectfully, 

H.  MUSGROVE, 
Auditor  of  Public  Accounts , 
[No  answer  to  the  above  received.] 
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Office  of  Auditor  of  Public  Accounts,) 
Jackson,  Miss.,  December  22,  1871.  j 

Hon.J.  S.  Morris , Attorney  General  State  of  Mississippi  : 

Sir — I would  respectfully  ask  your  official  opinion  in 
answer  to  the  following  question : 

Does  the  law  require  the  payment  of  ten  dollars  for  each 
exhibition  where  the  license  of  three  hundred  dollars  has  been 
paid  on  a hall,  to  be  used  as  a theater,  for  the  .year,  under  sec- 
tion 1747,  chapter  22,  page  368  of  the  Revised  Code  of  1871, 
or  does  the  three  hundred  dollars  include  all  licenses  for  ex- 
hibiting in  said  theater  during  the  year  by  various  companies? 

Yours,  respectfully,  * 

II.  MUSGROVE, 
Auditor  Public  Accounts. 


Attorney  General’s  Office,) 
December  22,  1871.  j 

Respectfully  returned,  with  the  advice  that  the  license  by  the 
year  for  theaters  or  operas  does  not  exempt  any  other  show,  of 
any  kind  or  description,  from  paying  its  appropriate  license. 
Holding  such  other  show  in  a licensed  theater,  does  not  render 
it  theatrical  or  operatic,  or  exempt  it  from  the  tax. 

J.  S.  MORRIS, 
Attorney  General. 


Office  of  the  Auditor  of  Public  Accounts,) 
Jackson,  Miss.,  February,  1,  1871.  J 

To  ike  As  :essor  of County : 

Sir — I herewith  forward  you  printed  blanks,  in  book  form, 
for  the  assesvsment  of  Real  Estate  and  Personal  Property  in 
your  county,  for  the  fiscal  year  1871. 

As  the  Land  and  Personal  Lists  are  included  on  the  same 
page,  together  with  the  form  of  oath  to  be  administered  to  the 
tax- payer,  there  can  be  no  difficulty  in  obtaining  a correct 
assessment. 

In  assessing  the  Real  Estate,  you  will  commence  the  same 
with  the  lowest  number  of  Range  and  Township  in  your 
County,  and  in  the  northeast  corner  of  each  Township,  and 
proceed  numerically  with  all  the  Sections,  Townships  and 
Ranges  in  }’our  County,  first  setting  down  all  the  sub-divisions 
of  each  Section,  as  they  belong  to  different  individuals,  or  the 
whole  Section  together,  if  owned  by  one  person,  and  not 
divided  on  account  of  parcels  being  of  different  value.  Vacant 
land,  or  land  exempt  from  taxation,  must  be  set  down  in  sep- 
arate columns,  without  the  value.  In  assessing  lands  situate 
in  any  city  or  town,  you  will  proceed  according  to  the  plat  or 
plan  thereof,  commencing  with  the  lowest  number  of  square  or 
block,  and  lot,  or  other  sub  division,  and  proceeding  mwneri- 
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cally  with  all  the  lots  in  a square  or  block,  and  all  the  squares 
or  blocks  in  the  city  or  town,  until  completed. 

After  copying  the  assessment  into  the  Rolls,  which  will  be 
forwarded  to  you  in  due  time,  each  column  of  taxable  property 
and  persons,  on  each  page,  must  be  addded  up,  and  the  sum 
set  down  at  the  foot,  as  also,  the  aggregate  taxes  of  each  page, 
so  that  the  sum  of  the  several  columns  of  taxable  property 
may  verify  the  extension  in  the  tax  columns  on  the  same  page. 
At  "the  close  of  the  Rolls,  you  will  carry  forward  the  aggregate 
sum  of  each  page,  under  the  appropriate  heads,  in  a recapitu- 
lation of  the  results  of  each  page  by  its  number,  together  with 
the  sum  of  the  State  tax,  and  prove  it  in  the  same  manner  you 
do  each  page.  Without  this  recapitulation,  the  accuracy  of 
the  Rolls  cannot  be  tested,  and  will  not  be  received  at  this 
office. 

In  Copying  the  assessment  of  property  in  your  Personal 
Roll,  the  names  of  the  tax-payers  must  follow  in  alphabetical 
order 

The  law  requires  the  Rolls  to  be  submitted  to  the  Boards  of 
Supervisors  of  the  several  counties,  for  equalization,  on  the 
second  Monday  in  May,  and  the  Assessor  to  complete  and  cer- 
tify his  Assessment  Rolls  on  the  third  Monday  in  June,  in 
each  year,  so  that  it  will  be  necessary  for  you  to  proceed  at 
once  with  your  assessment  to  have  it  returned  within  the  time 
prescribed  by  law.  I would  urge  that  you  thoroughly  examine 
and  study  the  Revenue  Act,  and  Act  supplemental  thereto,  in 
order  that  your  Rolls  may  be  made  out  and  correctly  returned. 
Any  information  you  ma}’-  request,  in  regard  to  your  duties, 
will  be  cheerfully  given. 

Very  respectfulfy, 

H.  MUSGROVE, 

Auditor  of  Public  Accounts. 

P.  S.— An  error  occurs  in  the  list — the  last  clause  should 
read : “On  each  male  adult  between  the  ages  of  21  and  55  years.” 


[circular.] 

Auditor’s  Office,) 
Jackson,  Miss.,  March  3,  1871.  j 

Tax  Collector  of County , Miss  : 

You  will. see  by  the  following  Act  that  the  time  for  collec- 
tion of  Taxes  for  the  fiscal. year  1870,  has  been  extended  to 
the  1st  day  of  May,  1871. 

You  will  make  your  reports  and  payments  promptly  on  the 
second  Mondaj'  of  each  month,  as  directed  by  law. 

H.  MUSGROVE, 
Auditor  of  Public  Accounts. 

An  Act  to  Extend  the  Time  for  the  Collection  of  Taxes  in  the 
Several  Counties  in  this  State,  and  for  Other  Purposes. 
Section  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of 
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Mississippi , That  An  Act  to  raise  revenue  to  defray  the  ex- 
penses of  the  Government  of  the  State  of  Mississippi,  and  for 
other  purposes,  approved  July  9,  1870,  and  An  Act  supple- 
mental thereto,  approved  same  date,  be  so  amended  as  to  ex- 
tend the  time  for  the  collection  of  taxes  for  the  fiscal  year 
1870,  to  the  1st  day  of  Ma}T,  1871.  And  lands  shall  be  adver- 
tised'for  sale  for  taxes  for  said  year  on  the  first  Monday  in 
June,  and  sold  in  the  manner  required  by  law  on  the  first  Mon- 
day in  July,  1871',  and  the  time  for  making  returns  and  settle- 
ments with  the  Auditor  of  Public  Accounts  be  also  extended 
sixty  days. 

Sec.  2.  Be  it  farther  enacted,  That  this  Act  take  effect  and 
be  in  force  from  and  after  its  passage. 

Approved,  March  3,  1871. 


Attorney  Genaral’s  Office,) 
Jackson,  Miss.,  March  3,  1871.  j 

To  the  Auditor  of  Public  Accounts : • 

The  above  Act  has  the  effect  to  extend  the  time  for  payment 
of  taxes,  and  to  suspend  the  penalty  of  “fifty  per  cent,  there- 
on,” imposed  by  '“section  13  of  Revenue  Act  of  1870,  until  the 
first  day  of  May  next. 

J.  S.  MORRIS, 

Attorney  General. 


Office  of  Auditor  of  Public  Accounts,  ) 
Jackson,  Miss.,  April  4,  1871.  \ 

To  Tax  Collectors : 

In  forwarding  claims,  etc.,  to  be  audited  at  this  office,  you 
will  please  observe  the  followifig  directions: 

1st.  All  claims  must  be  accompanied  by  a letter  of  transmital ; 
giving  directions  as  to  the  manner  of  forwarding  or  otherwise 
disposing  of  the  warrant  to  be  issued  thereon. 

2d.  All  claims  must  be  listed,  and  receipt  written  at  bottom 

of  list,  to-wit:  Received  Auditor’s  warrant  No.  — , for 

dollars  in  full  of  the  above  listed  claim.  Said  receipt 

to  be  signed  by  the  Collector.  The  object  in  leaving  the  amount 
blank  is  that  some  of  the  claims  may  be  found  incorrect,  or  be 
rejected  for  some  cause.  All  claims  must  be  endorsed  by  the 
parties  to  whom  they  are  payable. 

3d.  Claims  must  be  presented  within  twelve  months  from  the 
date  the  services  were  rendered  (see  Act  February  19,  1867) 
and  must  be  certified  by  the  Clerk  as  required  by  Code  1857, 
page  109,  article  42. 

^ 4tlu  In  transmitting  funds  to  this  office  for  settlement  with 
State  Treasurer,  you  will  send  list  of  warrants  or  other  funds  so 
transmitted.  All  warrants  .must  be  endorsed  by  the  person  to 
whom  made  payable.  If  the  funds  transmitted  are  composed  of 
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warrants  or  certificates  of  indebtedness  or  claims,  they  must  be 
accompanied  by  the  affidavit  required  by  the  Treasurer,  cover- 
ing the  entire  amount  to-wit: 

[affidavit.] 

I, , Tax  Collector  for  the  County  of , 

State  of  Mississippi,  do  solemnly  swear  that  I have  paid  the 
full  amount  expressed  on  the  face  of  all  warrants  or  certificates 

of  indebtedness  herewith  transmitted  to 

for  payment  into  the  State  Treasury,  amounting  to 

dollars ; and  that  I have  not  directly  or  indirectly  speculated 
therein. 


Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me,,  this 
— day  of 187 


5th.  All  packages  forwarded  to  this  office  by  express  must 
be  prepaid.  Very  respectfully, 

II.  MLSGROVE,  Auditor. 


Office  of  Auditor  of  Public  Accounts,  ) 
Jackson,  Miss.,  May  31,  1871.  ) 

To  the  Tax  Collector  of County,  Mississippi : 

Sir — As  some  misunderstanding  exists  as.  to  the  time  for 
advertising  lands  delinquent  for  taxes  of  fiscal  year  1870  for 
sale,  I would  state  that  you  will  be  guided  by  the  following 
instructions: 

1st.  You  will  distrain  for  taxes  unpaid  on  1st  June  1871, 
The  fifty  per  cent,  damages.have  been  reduced  to  fifteen  per 
cent,  under  Act  May  13,  1871. 

2d.  You  will  advertise  lands  delinquent  for  taxes  on  first 
Monday  of  July,  1871. 

31.  You  will  sell  said  lands  on  first  Monday  of  August,  1871. 

4th.  Your  final  settlement  of  taxes  for  fiscal  year  1870  will 
be  due  at  this  office  on  first  Monday  of  September,  1871. 

Yours,  respectfully, 

H.  MUSGPOVE, 
Auditor  Public  Accounts. 


Office  of  Auditor  of  Public  Accounts,) 
Jackson,  Miss.,  June  1,  1871.  j 

To  the  Assessor  of County  : 

Sir — Your  attention  is  especially  directed  to  the  following 
law,  in  regard  to  the  assessment  of  lands  for  the  fiscal  year  1871 : 
“An  Act  for  Assessing  Lands  in  their  proper  Counties,  and  for 
other  purposes.” 

Section  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of 
Mississippi , That  lands  shall  be  assessed  only  on  the  rolls  of 
the  counties  in  which  they  are  situated. 
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Sec.  2.  Be  it  further*enacred,  That  lands  which  have  been 
sold  to  the  State  for  taxes  shall  be  assessed  at  their  proper 
value. 

Sec.  3.  Be  it  further  enacted , That  this  Act  take  effect  and 
be  in  force  from  and  after  its  passage. 

Approved  May  9,  1871. 

Respectfully,  H.  MU  "GROVE, 

Auditor  Public  Accounts. 


Office  of  Auditor  of  Public  Accounts,  ) 
Jackson,  Miss.,  June  6,  1871,  j 

To  the  Assessor  of County  : # 

Sir — You  will  proceed  at  once  to  assess  the  lands  and  per- 
sonalty'in  yflur  county  in  conformity  with  the  provisions  of 
Chapter  33,  of  the  new  Code,  approved  May  13,  1871,  a copy  of 
which  I transmit  herewith. 

There  is  no  alteration  required  to  be  made  in  the  land  roll, 
except  to  change  the  rate  of  taxation  from  one-half  of  one  per 
cent,  to  four-tenths  of  one  per  cent.,  and  extend  the  amount 
correctly  into  the  proper  column.  By  reference  to  my  special 
report,  you  will  see  a list  of  lan  ’s  in  your  county  now  held  by 
the  State  for  taxes:  said  lands  will  be  assessed  at  their  true 
value,  but  not  extended  in  the  total  tax  column. 

Where  Assessors  have  completed,  or  nearly  so,  the  personal 
rolls,  they  can  make  such  corrections  as  may  be  necessary,  so 
as  to  conform,  in  every  particular,  with  the  above  cited  law.  I 
enclose  a blank  heading  tor  your  guidance. 

Be  careful  to  see  that  your  rolls,  after  being  passed  upon  by 
the  Board  of  Supervisors,  are  correctly  copied  and  promptly 
forwarded. 

New  rolls  for  personalty  will  be  forwarded  to  the  Chancery 
Clerk  of  your  county  in  due  time  to  make  the  copies  required 
by  law.  The  old  ones  may  be  used  as  field  books. 

I deem  it  proper  to  state  that,  upon  publication  of  the 
revenue  law',  I submitted  the  same  to  the  Hon.  J.  S.  Morris, 
Attorney  General,  and  immediately  upon  the  receipt  of  his 
opinion,  a copy  of  which  I inclose,  I issued  the  above  instruc- 
tions. Respectfully, 

H.  MUSGROVE, 
Auditor  of  Public  Accounts. 


Office  of  Auditor  of  Public  Accounts,) 
Jackson,  Miss.,  June  13,  1871.  j 

To  the 

County. 

Sir — As  there  appears  to  be  some  doubt  on  the  part  of 
Assessors  in  regard  to  their  duties  under  the  recent  Revenue 
Law,  Approved  May  13,  1871,  I wTould  state  that  the  Assess- 
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ment  of  Lands  and  Personalty  for  1871,  must,  in  every  particu- 
lar, be  made  in  conformity  with,  the  provisions  of  the  above 
cited  law.  Your  attention  is  especially  directed  to  the  follow- 
ing Section  of  Article  7,  viz : 

“Section  4.  Assessments  made  by ‘any  person  appointed  by 
the  Board  of  Supervisors  for  that  purpose,  on  the  failure  of  the 
Assessor  to  return  his  Assessment,  shall,  if  practicable,  Be 
made  and  returned  by  the  first  of  September,  and  whenever 
the  same  shall  be  made,  the  Board  shall  immediately  assemble 
to  receive  and  examine  the  same,  and  shall,  if  necessary, 
appoint  some  early  day  to  hear  and  determine  objections  there- 
to; and  w’hen  approved,  they  shall  cause  the  copies  of  the 
same  to  be  made  out  and  delivered  to  the  Auditor  and  Collec- 
tor with  all  convenient  dispatch.” 

Where  Assessors  are  unable  to  complete  their  Assessments 
within  the  time  prescribed  by  law,  and  it  becomes  necessary 
for  the  Board  of  Supervisors  to  appoint  some  person,  under 
the  authority  given  by  the  above  section,  to  complete  the  as- 
sessment, with  a view  of  expediting  the  business,  and  as  a 
matter  of  justice,  they  are  requested  to  re-appoint  the  present 
Assessor,  unless  he  is  found  to  be  totally  incompetent  to  per 
form  the  duties  of  the  office,  so  that  the  rolls  may  be  made 
out,  passed  upon  by  the  Board  of  Supervisors,  and  the  copies 
delivered  to  the  Auditor  and  Collector  at  the  earliest  moment. 

Respectfully, 

H.  MUSGROVE, 
Auditor  of  Public  Accounts. 


[Circular.] 

Office  of  Auditor  of  Public  Accounts,) 
Jackson,  Miss.,  October  1871.  [ 

To  Tax  Collectors: 

Your  attention  is  particularly  called  to  article  1,  section  % 
of  Revenue  Act,  approved  May  13,  1871,  which  requires  you  to 
collect  on  the  value  of  all  property,  not  exempted,  real  and  per- 
sonal, a tax  of  three  mills  upon  the  dollar  (or  thirty  cents  upon 
the  hundred  dollars)  for  general  purposes,  and. one  mill  upon 
the  dollar  (or  ten  cents  on  the  hundred  dollars)  payable  only 
in  legal  currency  for  interest  and  principal  of  the  bonds  issued 
for  certificates  of  indebtedness,  etc. 

The  poll  tax  collected  by  3^ou  under  article  1,  section  3,  of 
said  Act,  is  payable  directly  to  the  County  Treasurer  of  your 
county. 

All  taxes  remaining  unpaid  on  the  1st  day  of  December, 
shall  be  immediately  collected  by  distress  and  sale  of  any  per- 
sonal property,  etc.  [See  article  8,  section  2,  of  said  Act.] 
Section  4,  article  8,  of  said  Act  requires  Collectors  to  assess 
and  collect  taxes  on  all  property  liable  to  taxation,  he  may  find 
unassessed  by  the  Assessor,  and  report  to  the  Board  of  Super- 
visors on  the  first  Monday  of  January  next,  a true  schedule  of 
the  same. 
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For  sales  of  lands  delinquent  for  taxes  and  proceedings  in 
regard  thereto,  refer  to  article  9,  of  above  named  Act.  For 
collection  of  tax  on  stocks  and  loaned  money,  when  due  and 
unpaid,  see  article  10,  Revenue  Act. 

The  tax  on  privileges,  under  article  19,  section  1,  are  col- 
lectable by  you  from  1st  October,  1871,  and  are  to  be  paid  into 
the  State  Treasury  as  o.her  State  taxes  are  paid.  Your  reports 
and  payments  for  all  State  taxes,  are  due  monthly  from  1st  of 
October.  In  making  your  reports  to  this  office  you  will  make 
separate  reports  of  taxes  collected  on  privileges,  and  those  col- 
lected of  State  taxes  assessed.  All  reports  must  be  sworn  to, 
and  'promptly  made. 

Your  report  of  insolvent  and  delinquent  tax-payers  must  be 
presented  to  the  Board  of  Supervisors  on  the  first  Monday  of 
January.  [See  article  12.] 

Your  final  settlement  of  taxes  for  fiscal  year  1871,  is  due  at 
this  office  on  the  first  day  of  March,  1872.  [See  article  13.] 

It  is  expected  that  }rou  wrill  carefully  examine  the  Revenue 
Act  of  1871,  and  be  governed  by  its  requirements.  Any  in- 
formation }tou  may  need  will  be  cheerfully  furnished,  and  all 
necessary  blanks  forwarded  from  this  office. 


To  Chancery  Clerks  : 

Your  attention  is  called  to  the  following  requirements  under 
the  Revenue  Act,  approved  May  13,  1871: 

Article  8,  section  4,  requires  you  to  transmit  to  the  Auditor 
of  Public  Accounts  a copy  of  the  list  of  all  additional  assess- 
ments made  by  the  tax  Collector,  within  ten  days  from  the 
first  Mondajr  of  January  next. 

Article  9 clearly  defines  your  duties  in  regard  to  lands  sold 
for  taxes. 

Article  12  requires  jtou  to  transmit  to  the  Auditor  on  or  be- 
fore the  first  day  of  February  in  each  year,  a certified  list  of  all 
insolvencies,  etc.,  allowed  by  the  Board  of  Supervisors  to  the 
Tax  Collector  of  your  county. 

Article  19,  section  2,  requires  you  to  give  a certificate  to 
any  person  presenting  a receipt  from  the  Tax  Collector  for  the 
amount  paid  for  tax  on  any  privilege,  and  to  forward  to  the 
Auditor  of  Public  Accounts,  on  the  first  of  each  month,  a cer- 
tified  statement  of  the  taxes  so  paid  to  the  Collector. ' 

Blank  reports  and  certificates  will  be  forwarded  for  privilege 
taxes.  Certificates  will  be  in  duplicate;  the  duplicate  to  re- 
main on  file  in  your  office. 


To  County  Treasurers : 

Chapter  46,  Revised  Code,  1871,  article  2,  section  8,  requires 
County  Treasurers  to  pay  into  the  State  treasury  all  moneys 
received  by  them  for  licenses  to  retail  vinous  and  spirituous 
liquors,  within  thirty  days  from  the  time  of  receiving  the  same. 
You  will  furnish  the  Auditor  of  Public  Accounts  with  a report 
of  moneys  so  received,  showing  where  and  from  whom  received. 
Also  place  where  located  and  amount. 
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You  will  also  report  tlie  amount  of  poll  tax  received  from 
the  tax  Collector.  Also,  all  fines,  forfeitures,  etc. ; District 
Attorneys’  fees  received;  all  moneys  received  for  licenses  (ex- 
cept for  retailing  liquor)  and  exemptions  from  military  ser- 
vice, and  all  other  funds  accruing  to  the  Common  School  Fund. 
These  reports  to  be  made  to  the  Auditor  of  Public  Accounts, 
and  amount  paid  into  the  State  Treasury  quarterly. 

The  report  of  poll  tax  received  to  be  made  separately. 

Blanks  will  be  furnished  from  this  office. 


To  Treasurers  of  Cities  or  Incorporated  Towns  : 


You  will  be  governed  by  the  instructions  above  given  to 
County  Treasurers,  so  far  as  applicable  to  your  office. 

Blanks  will  be  furnished  as  above  stated. 

Respectfully, 


H.  MUSGROVE, 
Auditor  of  Public  Accounts. 


[Circular  to  District  Attorneys.] 

Office  of  Auditor  Public  Accounts,) 
Jackson,  Miss.,  Noy.  11,  1871.  j" 


Sir:  Much  complaint  is  being  made  by  the  officers  of 
foreign  insurance  companies  that  have  complied  with  the  Act 
of  the  Legislature  of  the  State  in  regard  to  “Agencies  of  Foreign 
Insurance  Companies,”  approved  May  13,  1871,  and  who  have 
also  paid  the  tax  of  one  thousand  dollars  imposed  by  the 
revenue  law  of  1871,  that  agents  of  foreign  insurance  companies 
that  have  not  complied  with  said  laws  are  transacting  business 
of  insurance,  indirectly,  in  various  parts  of  the  State,  and  in 
some  cases  in  open  violation  of  law. 

I would  respectfully  call  your  attention  to  the  provisions  of 
the  above  mentioned  laws.  The  law, in  regard  to  deposits,  to 
be  made  with  the  State  Treasurer,  was  approved  May  13,  1871, 
and  went  into  effect  on  1st  of  October,  1871.  The  Revenue 
Act  was  approved  May  13,  1871,  and  took  effect  from  and  after 
its  passage. 

The  following  named  companies  have  complied  fully  with 
the  laws  up  to  the  present  date,  viz: 

Andes  Insurance  Company,  of  Cincinnati,  Ohio. 

-ZEtna  Life  Insurance  Company^  of  Hartford,  Conn. 

Globe  Mutual  Life  Insurance  Company,  New  York  Citv. 
N.  Y. 

New  York  Life  Insurance  Company,  New  York  City,  New 
York. 
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American  Branch  of  the  Liverpool  and  London  and  Globe 
Insurance  Compan}’,  New  York  City,  N.  Y. 

Phoenix  Insurance  Company,  Brooklyn,  New  York. 

Piedmont  and  Arlington  Life  Insurance  Company,  Rich- 
mond, Virginia: 

National  Life  Insurance  Company  of  the  United  States, 
Washington,  D.  C. 

Southern  Life  Insurance  Company,  Memphis,  Tennessee. 
Alabama  Gold  Life  Insurance  Company,  Mobile,  Alabama. 
^Knickerbocker  Life  Insurance  Company,  of  New  York  City', 

* Mound  City  Mutual  Life  Insurance  Company,  of  St.  Louis, 

Mo. 

*St.  Louis  Mutual  Life  Insurance  Company  of  St.  Louis 
Mo. 

* American  Life  Insurance  Company,  of  Philadelphia,  Pa. 
Justice  and  good  faith,  and,  I might  add,  the  honor  of  the 

State,  demand  at  the  hands  of  the  proper  officers,  that  the 
companies  that  have  complied.with  the  law  should  be  protected, 
and  that  those  violating  the  law  should  be  prosecuted. 
Respectfully, 


H.  MUSGROVE, 
Auditor  of  Public  Accounts. 


^Companies  that  have  complied  with  the  law  since  the  11th 
day  of  November,  1871. 


Office  of  Auditor  of  Public  Accounts,) 
Jackson,  Miss.,  December  1,  1871.  [ 

• To  the  Tax  Collector  of County , Jfiss: 

Sir — Many  inquiries  are  being  made  at  this  office  in  regard 
to  the  damages  after  first  of  December,  1871,  on  delinquent 
taxes  for  fiscal  year  1871,  and  in  answer,  I would  state  that 
the  Revenue  Act  of  1871,  Chapter  33,  Revised  Code,  being 
silent  as  to  damages,  none  can  be  assessed.  This  of  course 
does  not  include  the  five  per  cent,  additional  compensation  to 
the  Collector  on  all  taxes  collected  by  him  after  the  first  day 
of  December,  to  be  paid  by  the  delinquent  tax-payer.  I would 
also  state  that  the  Attornejr  General  concurs  with  me  in  this 
construction  of  the  law. 

I would  again  call  your  attention  to  the  lawT,  article  13,  sec- 
tion 1,  Revenue  Act  1871,  requiring  monthly  reports  and  set- 
tlements of  taxes  collected. 

Respectfully, 

H.  MUSGROVE, 
Auditor  of  Public  Acocunts. 
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Officf  of  Auditor  of  Public  Accounts, 
Jackson,  Miss., 187 


Treasurer * 

Miss: 

Sir- -Your  reports  to  this  office  to , 187 . 

show  that  you  are  indebted  to  the  State  on  account  of  Common 

School  Fund  in  the  sum  of  $ 

I must  request  that  you  will  immediataly  remit  the  amount 
due,  less  your  commissions  at  two  per  cent.,  and  therein  save 
me  the  unpleasant  duty,  required  of  me  bylaw,  of  instituting 
suit  against  you.  See  Code,  1871,  sections  2,026  and  2,469. 

You  can  remit  by  registered  letter  or  express,  at  your  own 
risk.  All  express  fees  to  be  prepaid. 

Respectfully, 

H.  MUSGROVE, 

Auditor  Public  Accounts. 


Office  of  Auditot  of  Public  Accounts,  ) 
Jackson,  Miss.,  December  26,  1871.  ) 

To  County  and  City  Treasurers: 

Under  the  provisions  of  the  Revised  Code  of  Mississippi 
1871,  Chapter  39,  article  10,  section  2,024,  “the  County  Trea- 
surer of  each  County  of  this  State,  and  the  City  Treasurer  of 
any  incorporated  city  of  more  than  three  thousand  inhabitants, 
shall  be  required  to  give  an  additional  bond  to  be  fixed  by  the 
Board  of  Supervisors  or  City  Council,  respective^,  in  an 
amount  not  less  than  five  thousand  dollars,  for  the  faithful 
performance  of  the  duties  of  his  office,  to  be  approved  as  the 
bonds  of  other  Country  officers.” 
•:£*****  * 

The  certificate  of  the  proper  officer  that  the  aforesaid  bonds 
have  been  approved  and  filed  as  required  by  law,  must  accom- 
pany each  and  every  order  for  money  to  be  drawn  from  the 
State  Treasury  on  account  of  Common  School  Fund.  Section 
310  shows  by  whom  bonds  of  County  officers  shall  be  approved. 

I would  also  call  3 our  attention  to  the  law  requiring  reports 
to  this  office  and  payments  to  State  Treasury.  Promptness  in 
making  your  reports  and  pa3nnents  will  save  much  time  and 
unnecessary  correspondence,  etc. 

Respectfully, 

H.  MUSGROVE, 
Auditor  of  Public  Accounts. 


EEPORT 


OF  THE 


LEVEE  COMMISSIONER 


o 


Levee  Commissioner’s  Office,  ) 
Jackson,  January,  1872.) 

To  His  Excellency,  B.  C.  Powers , Governor  of  Mississippi: 

Sir — In  compliance  with  the  Act  of  the  Legislature  approved 
May  13,  1871,  I have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report 
on  Levee  matters : 

“ Statement  A”  shows  the  transactions  of  the  Levee  Commis- 
sioners appointed  under  the  Act  of  May  13,  1871,  since’the, 
books  and  papers  of  the  Liquidating  Board  of  Levee  Commis- 
sioners were  turned  over  to  him  by  W.  E.  Montggmeiy,  Secre- 
tary and  Treasurer,  together  with  the  amount  of  Levee  Scrip 
prior  to  January  1,  1862,  presented  to  and  registered  by  him 
under  the  provisions  of  the  Act  of  May  13,  1871 ; the  amount 
of  Levee  Bonds,  “new  series,”  issued  on  account  of  same,  and 
the  amount  yet  to  be  issued,  awaiting  the  applications  of  the 
representatives  of  the  same.  The  date,  of  said  transactions 
being  from  the  27th  day  of  September  1871,  to  January  1.  1872. 

“Statement  B”  shows  the  transactions  of  the  Liquidating 
Board  of  Levee  Commissioners,  organized  under  the  Act  of 
February  13,  1867,  from  the  organization  of  said  Board,  to 
the  27tli  day  of  September,  1871,  together  with  a balance 
exhibt,  showing  the  amount  of  Levee  Bonds  and  surplusage 
certificates,  and  interest  still  due  and  unpaid  on  account  of  the 
Levee  Bonds  issued  bjr  said  Board. 
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“ Statement  C ” shows  the  receipts  and  disbursements  of  cur- 
rent funds,  as  per  cash  book  and  vouchers  of  W.  E.  Montgom- 
ery, late  Secretary  and  Treasurer,  from  the  organization  of 
said  Board  to  the  27th  day  of  September,  1871. 

“ Statement  D ” shows  the  receipts  from  the  several  counties 
the  Levee  District,  on  account  of  Levee  Taxes  collected  by 
the  Tax  Collectors  for  the  four  fiscal  years  ending  the  1st  of 
May  1868,  1869,  1870,  and  1871. 

“Statement  E7’  shows  the* redemptions  and  sales  of  land  for- 
feited for  non-payment  of  Levee  Taxes,  through  the  Clerks  of 
County  Courts,  and  the  Treasurers  of  the  Levee  Bonds  for 
four  years,  and  to  the  date  of  turning  over  the  books  and 
papers  of  the  Liquidating  Board. 

“ Statement  F’’  shows  the  condition  of  the  lands  in  the  several 
counties  of  the  Levee  District,  as  far  as  can  be  ascertained 
from  the  schedules  of  settlements  made  with  the  late  Secretary 
and  Treasurer,  and  from  the  reports  of  the  Tax  Collectors,  for 
the  last  current  year  ending  1st  of  May,  1871. 

“Statements  G”  are  schedules  of  settlements  made  by  the  Tax 
Collectors  with  W.  E.  Montgomery,  Secretary  and  Treasurer 

“ Statement  H,”  report  of  W.  E.  Montgomery,  late  ^Secretary 
and  Treasurer  of  the  Liquidating  Board  of  Levee  Commis- 
sioners, made  by  him  to  His  Excellenc}",  Governor  Alcorn,  in 
pursuance  of  the  sixth  section  of  the  Act  of  the  Legislature, 
approved  May  13,  1871,  together  with  a statement  of  his 
transactions  on  account  of  moneys  received  from  the  Tax 
Collectors  of  the  several  counties  for  Levee  Taxes  collected 
by  them  forjj  the  current  year  ending  1st  of  May  1871,  and 
moneys  disbursed  by  him  after  June  4,  1871,  and  the  cash 
balance  rendered  by  him  to  W.  H.  Vasser,  Levee  Commissioner. 

By  reference  to  “Statement  B”  and  Balance  Exhibit,  it 
will  be  shown  that  the  amount  of  Levee  Bonds  issued  by  the 
Liquidating  Board  of  Levee  Commissioners,  under  the  pro- 
visions of  the  Act  of  February  13,  1867,  providing  for  the  pay- 
ment of  certain  debts  incurred  for  Levee  purposes  prior  to 
’January  1,  1862,  amounts  to  the  sum  of  $668,738  30  ; and  the 
amount  of  indebtedness  liquidated  in  four  years,  after  adding 
the  interest  to  the  outstanding  Bonds  from  the  1st  of  June, 
1867,  to  the  1st  of  June.  1871,  amounts  to  only  $30,577  50, 
exclusive  of  the  interest  of  the  canceled  Bonds ; leaving  the 
indebtedness,  on  account  of  the  Bonds  issued  under  the  Act  of 
February  13,  1867,  still  outstanding  and  unpaid,  as  follows, 
to -wit: 

Levee  Bonds  (Act  February  13,  1867,)  prin- 


cipal  $510,711  39 

Surplusage  Certificates 25,307  14 

Four  years  interest  on  Levee  Bonds, 

to  1st  June,  1871 102,142  27  ' 


$633,160  SO 
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$251, 2G0  82 
50,253  16 


$301,513  98 
$939,674  78 


$868,738  30 
251,260  82 


8920,009  12 

And  the  result  will  show  an  actual  increase  of  the  debt  to 
the  1st  June,  1871,  of*  $19,665  66,  over  and  above  the  amount 
of  principal  and  interest  of  the  Bonds  cancelled  b,y  payments 
of  dividends,  and  receipts  for  redemptions  and  tax  sales;  wlfile 
the  interest  on  the  Levee  Bonds  will  amount  to  the  sum  of 
$38,096  61  for  one  year,  at  five  per  cent,  per  annum. 

In  the  first  section  of  the  Act  of  December  2,  1858,  pro- 
viding for  a tax  for  Levee  purposes,  there  is  a provision  for 
the  exemption  of  certain  lands  from  taxation,  to-wit:  “Lands 

held  by  the  State]  in  trust,  or  otherwise,  and  School  Lands 
now  exempt  from  taxation.  ” The  first  section  of  the  Act  of 
February  13,  1867,  provides  for  taxes  to  be  levied  and  as- 
sessed, “on  each  and  every  acre  of  land  which  was  subject  to 
taxation  under  the  provisions  of  the  Act  of  December  2,  1858;” 
which  tax  shall  continue  until  a sufficient  sum  is  collected  to 
pay  certain  debts  and  liabilities  incurred  for  Levee  purposes, 
prior  to  the  first  of  January,  1862.  There  will  be  found  in  the 
Minute  Book  of  the  Liquidating  Board  of  Levee  Commission- 
ers, the  following  order,  passed  at  a meeting  of  the  Board  on 
the  1 1th  of  November,  1868,  to-wit:  “ Order  7.  Ordered  by  the 
Board,  That  the  Secretary  and  Treasurer  notify  the  Sheriffs  of 
the  several  counties,  in  tlii's  Levee  District,  that  they  will  be 
required  to  sell,  on  the  next  sale  day,  all  the  lands  in  their 
respective  counties  which  are  subject  to  taxation— whether 
said  lands  are  held  by  this  Board,  or  claimed  as  State  lands 
under  sales  for  State  taxes,  or  held  as  belonging  to  any  other 
corporation,  except  only  the  unsold  School  Lands.”  By  refer- 
ence to  the  Special  Report  of  the  Auditor  of  Public  Accounts 
in  relation  to  lands  held  by  the  State  for  taxes,  it  will  be  shown 
that  the  lands  claimed  by  the  State  in  the  ten  counties  compos- 
ing the  Levee  District,  amount  to  the  aggregate  of  1,569,082 
acres,  and  nearly  one-half  of  the  whole  amount  of  lands  so 
held  being  in  the  ten  counties  aforesaid;  the  whole  amount 
held  at  the  date  of  said  report  ( April  4,  1871,)  amounting  to 
3,329,324  acres. 

I The  Tax  Collectors  in  the  several  Counties  of  the  Levee  Dis- 


To  which  should  be  added: 

Levee  Scrip  ( registered  for  Levee 

Bonds,  “ New  Series,”) 

Four  years’  interest  on  same,  to  1st 
June,  1871 


Total  indebtedness  to  first  June, 

1871 

From  which  deduct: 

Levee  Bonds  ( issued  under  Act  Feb- 

.ruary  13,  1867  ) 

Amount  Bonds  (“New  Series,”)  is- 
sued and  to  be  issued 
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tricfc,  in  pursuance  of  the  instructions  of  the  Board,  have  collect- 
ed, on  the  lands  in  their  respective  Counties,  for  the  Levee  Taxes, 
for  the  years  ending  May  1st,  1868, 1869;  1870,  and  1871,  as  shown 
by  “ Statement  D,”  which  collections  were  made  without  regard 
to  State  claims  on  account  of  previous  forfeitures,  and  paid 
over  to  the  Treasurer  of  the  Liquidating  Board  (currency, 
$87,547  73,  and  Certificates  of  Indebtedness  of  Mississippi 
$4,800  00),  amounting  to  the  aggregate  sum  of  $92,3*17  73, 
and  have  subjected  the  balance  of  the  land  to  sale,  for  the 
non-payment  of  the  Levee  Taxes,  with  the  exception  of  138,- 
281  acres  in  the  counties  of  Tallahatchie  and  Yazoo,  reported 
by  the  Collectors  as  land  held  by  the  State  on  account  of  sale.s 
for  State  and  County  Taxes,  which  they  have  not  subjected  to 
sale  to  the  Levee  Board  on  account  of  the  lien  of  the  Board  in 
said  lands;  and  of  all  lands  in  Panola  county  liable  for  the 
Levee  Tax.  In  this  county,  there  has  been  no  collections  or 
sales  on  account  of  the  Levee  Tax  provided  for  by  the  Act  of 
February  13,  1837,  but  most  of  the  lands  (say  18,Q72  acres 
out  of  22,720  acres),  are  held  by  the  Liquidating  Board  on 
account  of  sales  to  the  Levee  Commissioners,  under  the  Act  of 
December  2,  1858,  and  were  turned  over  to  the  Liquidating 
Board,  as  assets  of  the  former  Board,  and  for  sale  for  Levee 
Taxes  made  on  the  second  Mondays  of  April,  1859,  1860,  and 
1861. 

By  reference  to  “ Statement  F,”  (as  well  as  to  the  Auditor’s 
Special  Report  of  Lands  held  by  the  State  on  account  of  Tax 
Sales),  it  will  be  shown  that  the  taxable  resources  of  the  ten 
counties  composing  the  Levee  District,  are  virtually  nullified 
for  the  purposes  of  current  revenues,  both  to  the  State  and  the 
Levee  Boards.  This  Statement,  showing  the  amount  of  lands 
unredeemed  from  sales  for  the  Levee  Tax,  being  2,461,011  acres 
out  of  3,484,278  acres,  as  per  accounts  rendered  to  the  late 
Secretary  and  Treasurer  of  the  Liquidating  Board;  and  only 
789,969  acres  collected  on  by  the  Collectors  for  the  Levee  Tax 
of  the  current  year  ending  May  1,  1871,  a part  of  which  land, 
amounting  to  272,906  acres,  is  liable  for  taxes  at  three  cents 
per  acre,  and  the  balance,  amounting  to  517,063  acres,  is  liable 
for  taxes  at  five  cents  per  acre,  the  aggregate  of  said  lands  only 
amounting  to  the  sum  of  $34,040  33,  and  $4,056  28  less  than 
the  annual  interest  of  the  outstanding  debt. 

The  sales  lists  reported  by  the  Collectors  now  fill  four  large 
books,  w’hile  the  redemptions,  through  the  several  County  Clerks 
and  Treasurers  of  the  Levee  Boards,  as  shown  by  “ Statement 
E”  amount  to  only  $94,243  94,  of  which  amount,  $2,434  11 
was  paid  in  currency,  and  the  balance  with  the  Levee  Scrip  of 
the  Liquidating  Board. 

The  redemptions  and  sales  through  the  Levee  Commissioner, 
from  October  28,1871,  to  January  1, 1872,  amount  to  $5,548  32, 
for  which  Levee  Scrip  was  received  in  payment. 

The  only  report  I have  received  from  County  Clerks  is  from 
Geo.  R.  Alcorn,  Chancery  Clerk  of  Coahoma  County,  compris- 
ing redemptions  of  land  made  through  his  office,  from  May  24,  , 
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1871,  to  September  14,  1871,  amounting  to  $4,296  68,  for  which 
Levee  Scrip  was  received  in  payment. 

This  report  is  mostly  for  redemptions  made  from  sales  of 
land  by  the  Collectors,  in  May,  1871,  for  the  current  Levee  Tax 
of  the  fiscal  year  ending  May  1,  1871 . Upon  an  examination 
of  this  report  with  the  book  of  land  sales  for  this  county  for 
previous  years,  I find  that  a large  part  of  the  land  so  re- 
deemed from  him  is  still  held  by  the  Levee  Boards  not  having 
been  redeemed  from  sales  for  the  taxes  for  which  it  had  been 
previously  sold,  the  Collectors  having  sold  the  lands  again  in 
error,  in  a few  instances  as  many  as  three  times,  and  the  delin- 
quent taxes  still  due  and  unpaid.  This  report  embraces  over 
seven  pages  of  redemptions,  and  the  following  irregularities  ap- 
pear upon  an  examination  of  one  page,  on  account  of  the  errors 
of  sale,  as  aforesaid,  to  wit:  Ten  descriptions  of  land,  unre- 

deemed from  previous  sale  for  Levee  Taxes,  2,161  acres,  one 
year’s  tax  still  due. 

Four  descriptions  of  land  unredeemed  from  previous  sale, 
921  acres,  two  years  taxes  still  due.  Three  descriptions  of  land 
held  for  previous  sale,  and  three  years  taxes  still  due. 

In  the  redemptions  of  land  at  this  office,  I find  such  errors 
and  irregularities  are  greatly  increased  by  the  Tax  Collectors 
receiving  the  current  taxes  from  tax  payers,  who  have  not  re- 
deemed their  lands  from  forfeiture,  on  account  of  sales  for 
Levee  Taxes,  for  years  previous  to  such  collections  for  current 
years. 

Section  13  of  the  Act  of  February  13,  1867,  provides  for  the 
collection  of  State  and  County  taxes  suspended,  with  lands  sold 
to  the  Levee  Board,  as  follows:  “Provided,  That  any  party 
seeking  to  redeem  any  lands  struck  off  to  this  Board,  under  the 
provisions  of  this  Act,  shall,  before  he  is  permitted  to  redeem 
the  same,  pay  all  State,  County  and  Levee  Taxes,  that  would 
have  been  due  and  payable  on  said  land,  if  the  same  had  not 
been  struck  off’  to  this  Board;  but  had  remained  the  property 
of  the  person  offering  to  redeem;  and  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the 
President  of  this  Board,  on  the  receipt  of  any  such  taxes,  to 
forthwith  pay  the  same  to  the  party  entitled  thereto.” 

Under  the  provisions  of  this  section,  the  Tax  Collectors, 
through  want  of  information  as  to  the  status  of  the  State  of 
Mississippi,  in  the  lands  in  the  counties  composing  the  Levee 
District,  have,  in  a great  many  cases,  where  lands  were  sold  by 
them  to  the  Levee  Board,  suspended  the  State  and  County 
taxes  with  said  sales,  to  be  collected  by  redemptions  of  said 
lands  from  the  Board.  And,  in  many  instances,  where  the 
paramount  title,  on  account  previous  sale  of  the  same  land  to 
the. State  for  State  and  county  taxes,  is  now  claimed  for  the 
State. 

By  reference  to  the  “Special  report  of  the  Auditor  of 
Public  Accounts,  in  regard  to  lands  held  by  the  State  for  taxes,” 
it  will  be  seen,  that  the  greater  portion  of  these  lands  in  the 
counties  of  the  Levee  District,  were  forfeited  to  the  State  for 
• the  years  1862,  1863  and  1864.  Such  status  as  the  State  has  in 
A— 56 
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these  lands,  had  to  a great  extent,  been  lost  sight  of  by  the 
Collectors,  until  the  publication  of  the  special  reports  of  the 
Auditor  aforesaid;  and  the  current  taxes  since  the  war,  for 
both  State  and  county  purposes,  have,  in  numberless  cases,  been 
paid  by  the  former  owners,  either  to  the  Collectors,  or  to  the 
Levee  Treasurers  of  the  two  Boards,  in  the  item  of  suspended 
taxes  collected  by  them  in  the  redemptions  of  lands  from  sales 
for  the  Levee  Taxes  to  said  Boards. 

Upon  an  examination  of  the  account  of  suspended  taxes,  as  per 
the  books  of  the  Auditor’s  office,  I find  the  State  Taxes  suspen- 


ded with  the  Levee  Boards,  as  follows  to-wit: 

State  Taxes  1866,  1867,  and  1868,  suspended, 

amounting  to  $16,172  69 

State  Tax  1870  suspended  (See  the  Auditor’s 
report  for  the  }rear  1871),  amounting  to....  $22,297  65 

Sundry  credits  for  payments  made* by  the  Treas- 
urer of  the  Board  of  Levee  Commissioners  of 
Bolivar,  Washington  and  Issaquena  counties, 
amounting  to $8,512  39 


Major  W.  E.  Montgomery,  late  Secretary  and  Treasurer  of 
the  Liquidating  Board,  has  made  no  settlement  with  the  Audi- 
tor of  Public  Accounts  for  State  taxes  collected  b}^  him  on 
account  of  taxes  suspended,  as  aforesaid,  with  the  sales  to  the 
Levee  Board,  the  Auditor  refusing  to  receive  the  taxes  col- 
lected by  him,  where  the  permanent  title  is  claimed  for  the 
State,  on  account  of  sales  to  the  State  for  State  and  County 
taxes,  previous  to  the  sale  of  the  same  lands  to  the  Levee 
Board. 

The  suspended  taxes  collected  by  me,  from  October  28,  1871, 


to  January  1,  1872,  are  as  follows: 

State  taxes  (suspended) $347  18 

County  taxes  (suspended) 701  02 


W.  H.  VASSER, 

Levee  Commissioner , etc. 

7 * 
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STATEMENT  A., 


SHOWING  THE  TRANSACTIONS  OF  THE  LEVEE 

W.  H.  V ASS  EH,  Levee  Commissioner , 

1871. 

Dr. 

To  Tax  Sales  and  Redemption  of  Lands : 
On  account  Receipts  at  Levee  Commis- 
sioner’s office,  Jackson 

$5,548  32 
4,296  68 

On  account  Receipts  (Redemption  Report 
of  Geo.  R.  Alcorn,  Chancery  Clerk  of 
Coahoma  County 

9,845  00 
153  48 

To  Levee  Tax  (fiscal  year  1871,  ending 
May  1;  1872): 

On  account  Receipts  of  the  Current  Tax 
at  Levee  Commissioner’s  office 

To  Surplusage  Certificates: 

On  account  of  same  issued  by  W.  H. 
Yasser,  Levee  Commissioner,  for  Levee 
Bonds  canceled  for  same,  and  for  bal- 
ances due  on  Bonds  canceled  in  the 
payment  of  tax  sales,  redemptions,  and 
taxes,  from  October  28,  1871  to  Janu- 
ary 1,  1872,  numbered  1 to  332,  inclu- 
sive   

\ 

22,682  94 

• 

$32,681  42 
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STATEMENT  A— Continued. 


COMMISSIONER,  FROM  OCT . 1,  1871,  TO  JAN.  1,  1872. 


In  account. 

1871.  Cr. 

By  amount  Levee  Bonds  (old  series),  canceled  for 
taxes,  etc 

$ 26,726  45 

1,087  00 

2,991  92 

346  25 
1,529  80 

By  amount  Levee  Bonds  (new  series),  canceled  for 
taxes,  etc 

By  amount  Surplusage  Certificates  (old  series),  can- 
celed for  taxes,  etc 

By  amount  Surplusage  Certificates  (new  series),  can- 
celed for  taxes,  etc 

By  amount  interest  on  Bonds 

Levee  Scrip  issued  for  Levee  purposes  prior  to  Jan' 
uary  1,  1862,  presented  for  registry  under  the  pro- 
visions of  the  Act  of  the  Legislature,  approved 
May  13,  1871,  has  been  registered  by  me  to  the 
following  amount,  after  deductions  of  credits  on 
same,  for  past  payments,  as  endorsed  thereon, 
to-wit. 

Amount  of  Scrip  presented  and  registered 

Amount  of  Levee  Bonds  (new  series)  issued  on 
account  of  same 

$ 32,68,1  42 

251,960  82 
162,503  46 

Balance  not  issued  and  subject  to  the  applications  of 
• the  representatives  of  same,  for  the  Levee  Bonds 
(new  series) 

$ 88,757  36 

STATEMENT  B. 

STATEMENT  and  Balance  Exhibit,  showing  the  transactions 
under  the  Act  of  February  13,  1867,  made  up  from  the  books' 
Treasurer  of  said  Board,  to  W.  II.  Vasser,  Levee 
being  a summary  of  transactions  from  the  organization  of  said 
over , as  aforesaid: 


THE  LIQUIDATING  BOARD  OF  LEVEE  COMMISSIONERS. 

DR. 

To  surplusage  certificates,  issued  on  account  of 
canceled  bonds,  and  for  balances  due  on  bonds 
canceled  in  payment  of  redemption  of  lands, 
as  per  margin  of  certificate  book,  Nos.  1 to 
614,  inclusive 

$ 48,262  61 

92,347  73 
94,243  94 

To  Levee  Tax  collections  by  Sheriffs,  for  four 
years,  ending  on  May  1,  1868, 1869,  1870,  and 
1^71  (currency,  $87,547  73;  Mississippi 
money,  $4,800  00) 

To  tax  sales  and  redemptions,  through  the  Trea- 
surer and  County  Clerks,  during  four  years 
(currency,  $2,434  11;  Levee  paper,  $91,- 
709  83) 

Total , 

$ 234,854  28 

BALANCE  EXHIBIT  OF  ACCOUNT. 


THE  LIQUIDATING  BOARD  OF  LEVEE  COMMISSIONERS. 

DR. 

To  Levee  Bonds,  issued  under  Act  February  13, 
1867 

$ 668,738  30 
12,444  08' 
22,917  53 
18,510  29 

To  Expenses  of  Levee  Board 

To  Interest  on  Bonds  (canceled) 

To  cash  balances 

Total 

$ 722,610  20 

Note — 

The  amount  of  bonds  issued  under 

Act  of  February  13, 1867 

Amount  bonds  outstanding $ 510,711  39 

Am’t  Surplusage  Certificates  outst’g  25,307  14 

Add  four  years  interest  on  bonds 
outstanding  to  June  1, 1871 $ 102,142  27 

The  result  shows  amount  of  debt  liquidated  in 
four  years  to  be  (exclusive  of  interest  of  can- 
celed bonds  paid  by  dividends  and  taxes) 

$ 668,738  30 
638,160  80 

$ 30,577  50 
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STATEMENT  B.-  Continued. 

of  the  Liquidating  Board  of  Levee  Commissioners , organized 
and  vouchers  turned  over  by  W.  B.  Montgomery , Secretary  and 
Commissioner , appointed  under  Act  of  May  13,  1871,  the  same 
Board  to  September  27,  1871,  when  said  Books , etc.,  were  turned 


THE  LIQUIDATING  BOARD  OF  LEYEE  COMMISSIONERS. 

CR. 

By  expenses  of  Levee  Board  (salaries,  etc.,)  as 
per  cash  account  and  minute  book 

$ 12,441  08 

158,026  91 

22,955  47 
22,917  53 
18,510  29 

By  Levee  Bonds,  canceled  by  Treasurer,  through 
payments  by  dividend,  and  for  receipt  on  such 
redemption  of  lands,  etc 

B\'  surplusage  certificates,  canceled  by  dividends, 
redemptions  of  land,  etc 

By  interest  on  Levee  Bonds 

Cash  balance  as  rendered  to  W.  H.  Yasser. . . 
Total  - . 

$ 234,854  28 

BALANCE  EXHIBIT  OF  ACCOUNT. 


THE  LIQUIDATING  BOARD  OF  LEVEE  COMMISSIONERS. 

CR. 

By  Levee  Bonds,  outstanding,  as  per  bond  book 
of  Board 

$ 510,711  39 
25,307  14 

92,347  73 
94,243  94 

By  surplusage  certificates  (outstanding) 

By  Levee  Taxes  (four  years’  collections  of 
Sheriffs) 

By  tax  sales  and  redemptions  (for  four  years).  . 
* Total 

$ 722,610  20 

Note — 


The  amount  of  first  Installment  Bonds  still  un- 
paid is 

$ 46,630  09 

5,178  88 
9,326  01 

The  amount  of  first  Installment  Surplusage  Cer- 
tificates still  unpaid  is 

Add  four  years’  interest  on  first  Installment 
Bonds,  outstanding  to  June  1,  1871 

Total 

$ 61,134  98 

Of  this  amount  of  outstanding  first  Installment  Bonds  and  Surplusage 
Certificates,  about  $7,000  (principal  and  interest  to  June  1,1871)  are  preferred 
debts,  classed  as  “ Dividend  Bonds,”  etc.,  having  been  regularly  presented,  as 
provided  for  in  the  Act  of  February  13,  1867,  according  to  the  Bond  book  of  Levee 
Board  showing  the  dates  of  presentation  of  the  same. 
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STATEMENT  C, 

SHOWING  the  Receipts  and  Disbursements  of  Current  funds 
as  per  account  of  W.  E.  Montgomery , late  Secretary  and 
Treasurer , and  cash  balance  rendered  by  him. 


RECEIPTS. 


On  account  of  Levee  Tax  for  year  end- 
ing 1st  May  1868: 

Bolivar  county,  R.  M.  Wilson,  Tax 

Collector 

Washington  county,  Thos.  Greany, 

Tax  Collector 

Coahoma  county,  F.  S.  Belcher,  Tax 

Collector 

Tunica  county,  J.  Boatman,  Tax 

Collector 

Issaquena  county, 

On  account  of  Levee  Tax  for  year 
ending  1st  May,  1869: 

Bolivar  county,  R.  M.  Wilson,  Tax 

Collector 

Bolivar  county,  L.  T.  Webber,  Tax 

Collector 

Washington  county,  T.  W.  Pruess, 

Tax  Collector 

Coahoma  county,  F.  S.  Belcher,  Tax 

Collector 

Tunica  county,  J.  Boatman,  Tax 
Collector,  (with  $714  account  last 

year) 

On  account  of  Levee  Tax,  for  year 
ending  1st  Ma}^,  1870: 

Bolivar  county,  L.  T.  Webber,  Tax 

Collector 

Washington  county,  C.  E.  Morgan, 

Tax  Collector 

Coahoma  county,  F.  S.  Belcher,  Tax 

Collector 

Tunica  county,  J.  Boatman,  Tax 

Collector 

DeSoto  county,  Josiah  Daily,  Tax 

Collector 

Yazoo  county,  F.  P.  Hilliard,  Tax 

Collector 

Sunflower  county,  J.  E.  Johnson, 

Tax  Collector 

On  account  of  Levee  Tax  for  the  year 
ending  1st  May  1871: 

Bolivar  county,  P.  B.  Starke,  Tax 
Collector 


$3,005  13 

3,185  42 

2,233  37 

173  02 
1,331  00 


$9,927  94 


1,532  12 
2,082  30 
5,000  00 
2,539  09 


3,091  25 


14,245  36 


5,605  00 
8,337  83 
6,842  00 
1,540  70 
1,097  36 
6,069  85 
6,332  85 


35,825  59 


3,075  17 
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STATEMENT  C—  Continued. 


RECEIPTS. 


Washington  county,  L.  T.  Webber, 

Tax  Collector 

Tunica  county,  F.  S.  Belcher,  Tax 

Collector 

DeSoto  county,  J.  Daily,  Tax  Col- 
lector   

Yazoo  count}7,  F.  P.  Hilliard,  Tax 

Collector 

Issaquena  county,  H.  P.  Scott,  Tax 

Collector 

Sunflower  county,  J.  E.  Johnson,  Tax 

Collector 

(Tallahatchie  county,  W.  A.  Alcorn, 

< Tax  Collector 

[Certificates  of  Indebtedness 

Coahoma  county,  D.  F.  Alcorn,  Tax 

Collector 

Certificates  of  Indebtedness 

Total  receipts  from  Tax  Collectors 

for  four  years 

On  Account,  ^Redemption  and  Tax 
Sales  (in  currency): 

Treasurer’s  collections  to  June  22, 

1871 

Geo.  R.  Alcorn,  Clerk  of  Coahoma 

count}7 

L.  M.  Deering,  Clerk  Tunica  county. 


$7,939 

3,178 

785 

3,019 

3,794 

2,838 

2,415 

1,000 

502 

3,800 


81 

21 

21 

6C 

08 

25 

95 

00 


4( 

00 


* 32,348  84 


92,347  73 


1,800  00 

325  79 
308  32 


2,434  11 


$94,781  84 


Total 
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STATEMENT  C— Continued. 


DISBURSEMENTS. 


On  Account,  Expenses  of  Levee  Board : 
Salaries  and  contingent  for  year  1868 
Salaries  and  contingent  for  3’ear  1869 
Salaries  and  contingent  for  3>-ear  1870 
Salaries  and  contingent  for  3’ear  1871 
On  Account  Levee  Bonds: 

Per  installment  (dividends  bonds, 

principal  and  interest) ... 

Per  installment  (dividend  credited 

on  outstanding  bonds) 

Per  installment  (surplusage  certifi- 
cates)   

Per  installment  (surplusage  certifi- 
cates credit  on  Nos.  43  and  177). 
To  Balance  (Cash  Account): 

* Certificate  deposit,  Vicksburg  Bank 
^Certificate  deposit-,  Wirt  Adams  & 

Co . 

Order  on  Gov.  Alcorn 

Currency IK 

Certificates  of  Indebtedness  (Miss). 


$ 3,375 

55 

2,659 

75 

3,099 

50 

3,309 

28 

48,929 

15 

11,242 

58 

3,497 

21 

158 

53 

7,930 

89 

. 5,089 

18 

664 

88 

16 

34 

4,800 

00 

$ 1 2,444  08 


63,827  47 


18,510  29 


Total 


$ 94,781  84 


* This  money  is  enjoined  at  Vicksbnrg  by  a suit  brought 
by  C.  Lombard.  See  the  report  of  W.  E.  Montgomery,  late 
Secretary  and  Treasurer,  in  reference  thereto. 


STATEMENT  D, 

SHOWING  the  receipts  on  account  of  the  current  taxes , collected  by  the  Tax  Collectors  of  the  several  counties  of 

the  Levee  District , during  four  years. 
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STATEMENT  E. 


SHOWING  the  Receipts  in  Levee  Scrip  and  Currency , on 
Account  of  Lands  Redeemed  or  Purchased , made  up  from 
County  Clerks  Reports  and  Cash  Books  and  Vouchers, 
turned  over  to  Levee  Commissioner , at  Jackson , Miss. 


Levee  Bonds  (Bolivar,  Washington  and  Issaque- 
na), as  per  reports  of  Treasurer  (taxes  1867, 1868 
and  1869),  from  May  15,  1869,  to  October  10, 
1370 


$33,056  92 


Coahoma  county,  redemptions  as  per  reports  of  G. 
R.  Alcorn,  Clerk,  etc.,  from  June  8,  1868,  to  May 

24,1871,  (less  currency  $325  79) 

Bolivar  county,  redemptions  as  per  two  reports  of 
P.  M.  Davidson,  Clerk,  etc.,  (no  dates  given).  . . . 
Bolivar  county,  redemption  as  per  two  reports  of  H. 
T.  Florey,  Clerk,  etc.,  from  March  9, 1869,  to  May 


18,500  73 
1,330  20 


1,  1870 


1,623  27 


Tunica  county,  redemptions  as  per  report  of  J. 
F.  Jacques,  Clerk,  etc.,  from  May,  1869,  to  May, 
1870 


3,125  70 


Tunica  county,  redemptions  as  per  two  reports  of 
L.  M.  Deering,  Clerk,  etc.,  from  June  13, 1870,  to 
September  13, 1870,  (less  $308  32  currency) .... 
DeSoto  county,  redemptions  as  per  report  of  J.  C. 
Acre,  Clerk,  etc.,  from  May  10,  1869,  to  June  1, 

1870,  (one  report) 

Sunflower  county,  redemptions  as  per  report  of  H. 
T.  Martin,  Clerk,  etc.,  from  May,  1870,  to  Feb 

ruary,  2871,  (one  report) 

Estimate  for  balances  (redemptions  and  tax  sales, 
through  Treasurer  and  others  paid  in  Levee  Scrip). 
Receipts  in  currency  b}~  Levee  Treasurer  and  Clerks 
County  Courts,  as  per  cash  book,  page  32,  and  re- 
demption reports 


4,214  93 

503  54 

1,896  34 
27,558  20 

2,434  11 


Total 


$94,243  94 


SHOWING  the  Condition  of  the  Lands  in  the  several  Counties  of  the  Levee  District,  as  ascertained  from  the 
Schedules  of  Settlements  made  by  the  Tax  Collectors , and  from  Reports  rendered  by  them  to  the  late  Secretary  and 
' Treasurer  of  the  Board  of  Levee  Commissioners,  etc.,  for  the  last  current  year,  ending  May  1,  1871. 


893 


siojoaqoQ 
q saxu;  juauno 
.ioj  polling 0.i 


) 2 PQ 


l ia  <x>  £ 


5 o o 'g  S 


LO  H ^ M N 

ad  zd  co 

OCO  CO  H H 


£ rt-  • o * 

O rH  O rS 

=3  O o o 

O c3  c3  O eg 

o o 
m cm 
oo  e- 
zd  of 


*U8I  ‘I 
^*Bj\[9nipn0  iuoa 
ioj  xuj  juaxmo 
.ioj  no  pajoaqoQ 


O^OOtOr-iiOOOi 
H^OWM-^OOQOH 
35  (M  O CO  »0  ifj  CO  CO  t' 
oT  cd zd zd cT  i—T  so" 

Ot^OOCCI>OiO(MH 


o co  o t-  o o oo  a i> 

OOCOOOWiOCOffiiO 
I— ^ LTD  <M^  CO^  CO  t> 

o"  t'-*'  o'  ooT  cT  uo  oT  r>T  j>T 
XON^HCOIOLOH 
lO  CO  <M  CO 


•xi?x  ooAoq 

.IOJ  S0{Ug  UIO.IJ 
P 0 in  0 0 p 0 .IU£J 


•xnx  00A0X 
ioj  pjos  jon  pun 
<WS  A q PI0H 


iO  CM 
^ 05 
CM 

so 


•(pa^duiaxa) 
spnnx  jooqog 
p n n j u v o u\ 


•(p9 

jduiaxa)  ooAoq 
jo  0 p i s jnQ 


05  CO 
CM  05 
iO  GO 


*X1?X  99A0q 
.ioj  jnnooon 

JOIXJSIQ;  00A0X 

s 0 i o y \ njox 


COOOt-OCOOOTjlHO 

00t'-OHC0C505-^C0<M 

so^  ot-co  i>^  <n  co 
of  t>r  of  of  so"  id  -f  co"  r-T  of 

ClOOOCOOOOitrJIN 

OCO^CO^IOHCI 


5 . 

* 33  Zi  O O 


es  s 


W^hOHccH^Q* 


* Note. — No  taxes  have  been  collected  by  the  -Sheritls  on  lands  subject  to  the  Loan  Tax  in  Tanoia  count}' ; nor  has 
any  sale  been  made  of  any  lands  in  said  county,  on  account  of  said  Levee  Tax,  as  provided  for  by  the  Act  of  Feb.  13, 1867. 
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STATEMENT  G. 

SCHEDULES  of  Settlements  made  by  Tax  Collectors  to  IF.  E. 
Montgomery,  Secretary  and  Treasurer. 

BOLIVAR  COUNTY,  Levee  Tax  for  fiscal  j^ear  ending  May  1, 
1868 — R.  M.  Wilson,  Sheriff  and  Tax  Collector. 


Dr. 


To  Levee  Tax  on  587,570  95-100  acres,  at  5 cents 
per  acre / 

$ 29,378  54 

Cr. 

By  495,668  45-100  acres  sold  to  Levee  Treasurer.  . 
By  15,178  78-100  acresoutside  Levee  (exempt).  . . 
By  Commissions  for  Collections  on  $3,721  38,  at 
at  3 per  cent 

$ 24,783  42 
758  69 

115  05 

By  Deeds 

716  25 

By  Cash  paid  Treasurer 

3,005  13 

$29,378  54 

BOLIVAR  COUNTY,  Levee  Tax  for  fiscal  year  ending  May 
1,  1869 — L.  T.  Webber,  Sheriff  and  Tax  Collector. 

Dr. 

To  Levee  Tax  on  587,570  95-100  acres,  at  5 cents 
per  acre 

|$  29.378  54 

Cr. 

B>t  479,916  54-100  acres,  sold  to  Levee  Treasurer, 
at  5 cents  per  acre 

23,995  81 
459  24 

By  9,184  87-100  acres  outside  Levee,  at  5 cents  per 
acre  

By  l,809.acres  outside  Levee  (reported  bjr  Wilson, 
Sheriff  ),  at  5 cents 

90  45 

By  33,411  48-100  acres  tax  collected  (reported  by 
Wilson,  Sheriff  ),  at  5 cents 

1,670  57 

By  Commissions  for  Collecting  $3,162  47,  at  3 per 
cent 

94  87 

By  Deeds  and  Clerk’s  cost 

943  20 

By  Blanks  (Deeds,  etc.),  for  use  of  Sheriff. 

42  50 

By  Cash  paid  over  to  Treasurer 

2,082  30 

$29,378  54 
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STATEMENT  G— Continued. 

SCHEDULES  of  Settlements  made  by  Tax  Collectors  to  W 
E.  Montgomery , Secretary  and  Treasurer. 


BOLIVAR,  COUNTY,  Levee  Tax  for  fiscal  year  ending  May  1, 
1871 — P.  B.  Starke,  Sheriff  and  Tax  Collector. 


Dr. 

To  amount  of  lands  in  Bolivar  county  as  per  Report, 
599,736  acres,  at  5 cents  per  acre | 

| $29,986  94 

Cr. 

By  15,720  acres  outside  Levee,  on  Islands,  etc.,  at 
5 cents  per  acre 

$ 786  00 

140  45 
947  20 
608  40 

6,607  50 

3,495  86 

2,184  55 

15,216  98 

By  2,809  acres  outside  Levee,  on  Plantations,  at  5 
cents  per  acre 

By  18; 944  acres,  held  by  State,  at  5 cents  per  acre. 
By  12,168  acres,  school  lands,  at  5 cents  per  acre. 
By  132,150  acres,  jsold  to  Board  by  Sheriff  at  5 
cents  per  acre 

By  69,917  acres  collected  on  by  Sheriff,  at  5 cents 
per  acre 

By  43,691  acres  delinquent  list  (lands  not  sold) 
at  5 cents  per  acre 

By  304,339  acres  belonging  to  Board  on  account 
previous  sales 

Total  599,736  acres 

29,986  94 

Dr. 

To  amount  of  Tax  collected  as  per  statement  above- 1|$  3,495  86 

— 


By  185  Deeds,  $1  00  each  to  Sheriff  fees. $ 

By  185,  25  cents  each  to  Clerk’s  fees ) 

By  sub-divisions  land  sales,  10  each,  Clerk’s  fees> 

for  recording ) 

By  Commissions,  3 percent,  on  $3,495  86 

By  draft  on  Valley  Bank 

By  cash  paid  over  the  Treasurer 


• 185  00 

. 130  72 

104  97 
2,880  00 
195  17 


$ 3,495  86 
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STATEMENT  G— Continued. 


SCHEDULES  of  Settlements  made  by  Tax  Collectors  to  W. 
E.  Montgomery , Secretary  and  Treasurer. 


WASHINGTON  COUNTY  Levee  Taxes  for  fiscal  year  ending 
May  1,  1868 — Thomas  Greany,  Sheriff  and  Tax  Collector. 

Dr. 

To  amount  Levee  Taxon  697,676  acres,  at  5 cents 
per  acre,-  (that  being  the  full  number  of  acres 
assessed  in  Washington  county,  on  land  roll  of 
1866) 1 

$34,883  80 

Cr. 

By  329,816  acres  sold  to  Bridge  Treasurer,  in  1866, 
suspended  tax  on  same,  5 cents  per  acre 

$16,490  80 
6,596  70 
261  30 

By  151,934  acres  sold  to  Bridge  Treasurer  in  1867, 

suspended  tax  on  same,  5 cents  per  acre 

By  5,226  acres  sold  to  General  Levee  Treasurer,  in 
1867,  suspended  tax,  at  5 cents  per  acre 

By  1,652  acres  sold  to  State  of  Mississippi,  in  1867, 
suspended  tax,  at  5 cents  per  acre 

82  60 

Bjr  477  acres  sold  to  individuals,  in  1867,  suspended 
tax,  at  5 cents  per  acre 

23  85 

By  137,641  acres  sold  to  Levee  Treasurer  of  the 
Liquidating  Board,  at  5 cents  per  acre 

6,882  05 
147  00 

By  amount  147  Deeds,  at  $1  00  each 

By  amount  fees  on  147  Deeds,  at  25  cents  each. .... 
By  amount  commissions  for  collecting,  $3,546  50.  . 
By  amount  cash  paid  over  to  Secretary  of  Board.  . 
Bj'  amount  cash  paid  over  to  Secretary  of  Board . . 

36  75 
177  33 
3,000  00 
185  42 

Total 

$34,883  80 

WT 

STATEMENT  G— Continued. 


SCHEDULES  of  Settlements  made  by  Tax  Collectors  to  W.  E. 


Montgomery , Secretary  and  Treasurer. 

WASHINGTON  COUNTY,  Levee  Tax  for  fiscal 

year  ending 

May  1,  1870 — C.  E.  Morgan,  Sheriff  and  Tax  Collector. 

Dr. 

To  total  number  of  acres  of  taxable  lands  in  Wash- 
ington county,  as  per  Assessment  Roll 

697,676  ac’s 

Cr. 

By  Lands  exempt  ( Carter  estate) 

By  Lands  exempt  (Sutton  estate) 

By  Lands  held  by  Board  on  account  of  previous 

sales 

By  Lands  sold  to  Board  by  C.  E.  Morgan,  May,  1870 . 
By  Lands  on  which  the  tax  has  been  paid  to  M. 
Kretchmar,  Treasurer  of  Levee  Board  of  Bolivar, 

Washington,  and  Issaquena 

By  Lands  upon  which  the  Levee  Tax  has  been  col- 
lected tby  Sheriff,  for  fiscal  year  ending  May  1, 

1870 r 


5,080  ac’s 
816  ac’s 

381,217  ac’s 
124,663  ac’s 


11,042 


ic’s 


174,858  ac’s 


Dr. 


To  Levee  Tax  on  Lands,  collected  on  174,858  acres, 
at  5 cents  per  acre 


8,742  90 


Cr. 

By  Commissions  on  $8,742  90,  at  3 per  cent 

By  202  Deeds  at  $1  25,  Sheriff’sand  Clerk’s  costs. . 
Bv  Balance  (sight  draft)..  . 

262  29 
252  50 
8,228  11 

$ 8,742  90 

A — 57 
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STATBMENT  G— Continued. 


SCHEDULES  of  Settlements  made  by  Tax  Collectors  to  W 
E.  Montgomery , Secretary  and  Treasurer . 


WASHINGTON  COUNTY,  Levee  Tax  for  fiscal  j^ear  ending 
May  1,  1871 — L.  T.  Webber,  Sheriff  and  Tax  Collector. 

Dr. 

To  number  of  acres  in  Washington  county 

Less  amount  outside  Levee 

697,67(3 

5,896 

681,780 

$ 34,089  00 

Balance  subject  to  tax  of  5 cents 

cl  . * 

By  number  of  acres  sold  to  Board  8tli  and  9th  May, 
1871,  amounting  to  174,418  acres,  at  5 cents  per 
acre 

$ 8,720  90 
21  45 
8,690  75 

16,655  90 
$34,089  00 

By  number  of  acres  sold  to  individuals,  amounting 

to  429  acres,  at  5 cents  per  acre 

By  mimber  of  acres  collected  on  b}^  Sheriff,  amount- 
ing to  173,815  acres,  at  5 cents  per  acre 

By  number  of  acres  unredeemed  ot  Board  for 
previous  sales,  amounting  to  333,118  acres, at  5 
cents  per  acre 

Dr. 

To  amount  taxes  collected 

8,690  75 
21  45 

$8,712  20 

To  amount  taxes  ( sales  to  individuals) 

Cr. 

By  cost,  Commissions  and  Stationery 

By  amount  paid  over  to  Treasurer 

772  31 
7,939  89 

$ 8,712  20 
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STATEMENT  G— Continued. 


SCHEDULES  of  Settlements  made  by  Tax  Collectors  to  W. 
E.  Montgomery,  Secretary  and  Treasurer . 


COAHOMA  COUNTY,  Levee  Tax  for  fiscal  year  ending  MajT  1 
1869 — F.  S.  Belcher,  Sheriff  and  Tax  Collector. 

Dr. 

To  total  number  of  taxable  acres  in  Coahoma 
county,  to-wit:  339,717.03  acres,  at  5 cents 
per  acre 

S 16,985  85 

Cr. 

By  254,298.96  acres  sold  to  Levee  Board  at  5 
cents  per  acre. 

$ 12,714  94 

1,461  60 
128  12 

By  Sheriff’s  and  Clerk’s  costs  on  account,  deeds, 
etc 

By  commissions  on  $4,270  91,  amount  collected, 
at  3 per  cent 

By  bill  of  Friars  Point  Delta , “ approved,” 

By  stationery 

77  00 
• 65  00 

By  balances  paid  over  to  Treasurer 

2,539  19 

f 16,985  85 
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STATEMENT  G— Continued. 

SCHEDULES  of  Settlements  made  by  Tax  Collectors  to  W. 
E.  Montgomery,  Secretary  and  Treasurer . 


COAHOMA  COUNTY,  Levee  Tax  for  fiscal  year  ending  Maj^  1, 
1870 — F.  S.  Belcher,  Sheriff  and  Tax-Collector. 


Dr.  

To  amount  of  taxable  acres  in  county,  339,717.03,11 

acres,  at  5 cents  per  acre . ||$  16,985  85 


Cr. 


By  Levee  Tax  on  lands  unredeemed  from  the 
Board  from  previous  sales,  106,726.14  acres,  at 
five  cents  per  acre : 

$ 5,336  30 

3,764  21 
25  42 

By  amount  lands  sold  to  Board  for  the  tax  of  fis- 
cal year  ending  May  1,  1870,  75,284  acres,  at 
5 cents  per  acre 

By  amount  of  tax  on  lands  listed  to  Levee  Board 
not  sold ! 

By  commissions  on  taxes  collected 

235  79 

By  Sheriffs  and  Clerk’s  cost  on  sale 

529  20 

By  stationery  and  blank  deeds 

37  00 

By  amount  paid  to  Treasurer  Ma}^  24,  1870 

By  amount  collected  by  State  Auditor,  and  to  be 
paid  to  my  successor 

6,842  40 
215  53 

|$  16,985  85 

3 
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STATEMENT  G— Continued. 


SCHEDULES  of  Settlements  made  by  Tax  Collectors  to  W. 
E.  Montgomery , Secretary  and  Treasurer. 


TUNICA  COUNTY,  Levee  Tax  for  fiscal  year  ending  May  b 
1868 — J.  Boatman,  Sheriff  and  Tax  Collector. 

Dr. 

*To  amount  of  Levee  Tax  on  all  lands  subject  to 
the  five  cents  per  acre  tax,  as  per  assessment 
records  of  Tunica  County  (186,S9i  acres). . . . 

$ 9,344  55 

Cr. 

By  amount  lands  sold  to  the  Board  of  Levee 
Commissioners,  etc.,  for  non-payment  of  Levee 
Tax  thereon,  in  May*  1869,  (177,424  acres,  at 
five  cents  per  acre) 

$ 8,871  20 

473  35 

By  amount  lands  collected  on  by  Sheriff  (9,467 
acres,  at  five  cents  per  acre) 

Total 

$ 9,344  55 

Dr. 

To  amount  of  tax  collected,  as  above 

. ,|$  473  35 

Cr. 


By  Commissions  on  $9,344  55,  at  three  per  cent . 
By  stationery 

$ 280  32 

20  00 
173  02 

By  cash  paid  to  Treasurer 

Total 

473  35 

* Note — 

The  total  number  of  acres  in  Tunica  County,  accord 
ing  to  the  certificate  of  J.  F.  Jaques,  Clerk,  etc.,  as 
to  errors  in  additions  of  Assessment  Roll,  of  1866, 

giving  corrected  amount,  are 

Number  of  acres  outside  Levee,  exempt 

from  tax 18,685 

Number  of  acres  of  hill  land 2,695 

Number  of  acres  of  unsold  School  Lands... . 4,406 

No  of  acres  liable  to  Levee  tax 400,574 


406,360 


406,360 
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STATEMENT  G— Continued. 

JSCIIJ.  DULJEjS  of  Settlements  made  by  Tax  Collectors  to  VC. 
J£.  Montgomery , Secretary  and  Treasurer. 


TUNICA  COUNTY,  Levee  Tax  for  fiscal  year  ending  May  1, 
1S69. — J.  Boatman,  Sheriff  and  Tax  Collector. 


Dr. 


To  total  number  of  acres  in  Tunica  county  (accord 
ing  to  the  certificates  of  J.  F.  Jaques,  Clerk,  etc.,  of 
said  county,  in  reference  to  error  of  addition  of 
Assessment  Roll,  1866,  giving  corrected  amount 
ascertained),  406,360  acres,  at  five  cents  per 

acre 

To  balances  due  for  tax  collections  on  account  pre- 
vious year. 


$20,318  00 
714  95 


$ 21,032  95 


Cm 

By  total  number  of  acres  sold  to  Board  of  Levee 
Commissioners  on  second  Monday  of  May,  1869, 

326,724  acres,  at  five  cents  per  acre 

By  total  number  of  acres  of  School  Lands  exempted. 

4,406  acres  at  five  cents  per  acre 

By  Sheriff’s  costs  on  879  deeds,  at  $1  00  each. . . . 

By  Clerk’s  fees,  at  25  cents  per  deed 

By  Clerk’s  fees  for  registry  of  lands  sold,  at  10  cents 

for  each  subdivision.  

By  Sheriff’s  commissions  on  $3,784,  amount  of  tax 

collected  in  money,  at  3 per  cent 

By  amount  for  stationery  for  use  of  Sheriff  in 

making  reports  of  sales,  etc 

B}-  amount  paid  over  to  Levee  Treasurer .... 


$ 16,313 

70 

220 

30 

879 

00 

217 

75 

147 

43 

113 

52 

50 

00 

3,091 

25 

$ 21,032 

95 

Note- 


Total  acres,  as  per  Clerk’s  certificate  of  amount.  . . . 
Number  of  acres  outside  Levee,  exempt  by  order  of 

Board 

Number  of  acres  of  hill  lands  exempt 

Number  of  acres  unsold  school  lands 

Number  of  acres  properly  taxable  (as  per  Clerk’s 
report) 


406,360 

18,685 

2,695 

4,406 

400,574 
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STATEMENT  G— Continued. 

SCHEDULES  of  Settlements  made  by  Tax  Collectors  to  W 
E.  Montgomery , Secretary  and  Treasurer. 

TUNICA  COUNTY,  Levee  Tax  for  fiscal  year  ending  May  1, 
1870 — J.  Boatman,  Sheriff  and  Tax  Collector. 

_ __  _ 

To  406,360  acres  land,  at  5 cents  per  acre ||$  20,318  00 


Cr. 


By  86,y79  acres  sold  to  Board,  May  1870 

$ 4,348  95 

13,448  35 
2,520  70 

By  268,967  acres  unredeemed  from  Board  to  the 
1st  of  Ma}',  1870 

Balance  collected  on  by  Sheriff 

• 

$20,318  00 

Dr. 

To  amount  of  taxes  collected  as  above | 

|$  2,520  70 

Cr. 

By. Sheriff’s  costs  for  6l3  Deeds,  at  $1  each 

613  00 

By  Clerk’s  costs  25  cents  each,  and  10  cents  for  sub- 
divisions for  registering,  etc*. 

214  55 

By  Commissions,  at  3 per  cent 

75  65 

By  Station  erv 

32  50 

By  balance  paid  to  Treasurer 

1,585  00 

$ 2,520  70 
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STATEMENT  G— Continued. 

SCHEDULES  of  Settlements  made  by  Tax  Collectors  to  TV 
E.  Montgomery , Secretary  and  Treasurer. 

TUNICA  COUNTY,  Levee  Tax  for  fiscal  3~ear  ending  May  1 
1871 — F.  J.  Belcher,  Sheriff  and  Tax  Collector. 


Dr. 

To  406,306  acres,  at  five  cents  per  acre ||$  20,318  00 

Cr. 


By  number  of  acres  outside  Levee  19,375,  at  five 
cents  per  acre . . . . 

$ 968  75 

By  number  of#acres  held  by  the  Board  and  unre- 
deemed on  May  1,  1871,  257,956.50  acres,  at 
five  cents  per  acre 

12,897  82 J 
2,634  70 
3,826  72-J- 

By  number  of  acres  sold  to  the  Board  on  May  1, 

1871,  52,494  acres,  at  five  cent  per  acre 

By  balance  collected  on  76,634.50  acres,  at  five 
cents  per  acre 

Total 

20,318  00 

Dr. 

To  amount  of  tax  collected 

18 

3,826  72 

Cr. 

By  commissions  on  $3,826  72,  at  three  per  cent. . 
By  Sheriff’s  and  Clerk’s  costs  on  sales  to  Board.. 
By  stationery 

$ 

114  80 
501  65 
32  00 

By  balance  paid  to  Treasurer 

3,178  27 

Total 

$ 

3,826  72 
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STATEMENT  G— Continued. 


SCHEDULES  of Settlements  made  by  Tax  Collectors  to  W. 
E.  Montgomery , Secretary  and  Treasurer. 


TALLAHATCHIE  COUNTY,  Levee  Tax  for  fiscal  year  end- 
ing 1st  May,  1868 — G.  P.  Rice,  Sheriff  and  Tax  Collector. 

■ • ■■  ' 

Dr. 

To  number  of  acrss  in  Levee  District 
of  Tallahatchie  Count}-,  as  per 
County  Map 

191,726  28-100  acres. 

Cr. 

By  number  of  acres  held  by  the  State 
of  Mississippi,  as  per  Schedule 
“A,”  herewith  submitted  to  the 
Treasurer 

. 105,390  07-100  acres. 

23  73-100  acres. 
86,312  48-100  acres. 

191,726  28  100  acres. 

By  number  of  acres  difference  be- 
tween Assessment  Rolls  and  County 
Maps 

By  balance  liable  to  Levee  Tax 

Dr. 

To  balances  liable  to  Levee  Tax,  ( 86,312 

48-100  acres,  at  3 cents  per  acre) 

To  amount  collected  on  Levee  Tax 

$ 2,589  37 

1,222  90 

|$  3,812  '27 

Cr. 

By  45,558  47-100  acres,  sold  for  taxes  as  per 
Schedule  “B,” 

$ 1,366  47 

1,222  90 
67  50 

129  47 

1,025  93 

$3,812  27 

By  40,763  51-100  acres  collected  upon,  at  3 cents 
per  acre 

By  cost  of  sales  per  Schedule  “ B,” 

By  commissions  as  collector,  on  $2,489  37,  at  5 
per  cent 

Balance  ( as  per  Sheriff’s  account)  delivered  to 

Board 

Dr. 

To -balance  due  Levee  Board  as  per  foregoing 
account  ( on  acount  settlement  not  made)  for 
collections  on  Levee  Tax  for  fiscal  year,  ending 
May  1,  1868 
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STATEMENT  G— Continued. 

SC  HE  DU  LES  of  Settlements  made  by  Tax  Collectors  to  IF. 
E,  Montgomery , Secretary  and  Treasurer. 


TALLAHATCHIE  COUNT Y,  Levee  Tax  for  fiscal  year  ending 
May  1,  18,71 — W.  A.  Alcorn,  Sheriff  and  Tax  Collector. 


Dr. 

To  number  of  acres  liable  for  Levee  Tax  in  county, 
portions  of  which  are  liable  for  taxes  of  previous 
year,  ending  1st  May,  1869,  1870-71 

174,298 

Cr. 

13y  number  of  acres  sold  to  Board  on  the  second 
Monday  of  May,-  1871,  and  days  after,  for  the 
Levee  Tax  due  thereon,  for  the  fiscal  years  end- 
ing 1st  May  1869,  1870,  and  1871,  as  per  acct. 
sales  rendered  to  Treasurer 

24,716  00 

By  number  of  acres  collected  on  for  3 years’  tax 
by  Sheriff 

38,932  00 
1,691  00 

By  number  of  acres  collected  on  for  2 years’  tax  by 
Sheriff 4. 

By  number  of  acres  collected  on  for  1 year’s  tax  by 
Sheriff 

2,271  Of) 
7,791  00 

By  number  of  acres  collected  on  for  1 year’s  tax  by 
the  Auditor  of  State 

By  number  of  acres  claimed  by  Board,  under  sales 
made  in  1859,  1860,  and  1861 

34,652  00 

* Amount  of  acres  to  balance  unaccounted  for,  see  if 
held  by  State  and  send  certificate 

64,245  00 

$174,298  00 

* Note. — The  Clerk  of  the' county  certifies  that  the  num- 
ber of  acres  held  by  the  State,  on  which  there  is  a lien  for  the 
Levee  Tax,  is  83,312  52-100  acres,  as  taken  from  the  Roll  of 
1871. 
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STATEMENT  G— Continued. 

SCHEDULES  of  Settlements  made  by  Tax  Collectors  to  W. 
E.  Montgomery , Secretary  and  Treasurer. 


TALLAHATCHIE  COUNTY,  Levee  Tax  for  fiscal  year  ending 
May  1,  1871— W.  A.  Alcorn,  Sheriff  and  Tax  Collector. 


Dr. 


f To  amount  collected  for  fiscal  year  ending  1st 
May,  1869  

$ 1,167  98 
1,167  98 
1,167  98 
50  75 
50  75 
68  13 
233  75 

j To  amount  collected  for  fiscal  j^ear  ending  1st 
May,  1870  

To  amount  collected  for  fiscal  year  ending  1st 
[ Ma}',  1871..  

' To  amount  collected  for  fiscal  year  ending  1st 
. May,  1870 

' To  amount  collected  for  fiscal  year  ending  1st 
May,  1871 ; 

To  amount  collected  for.  fiscal-  year  ending  1st 
May,  1871 

To  amount  collected  by  State  Auditor  for  fiscal 
year  ending  on  the  1st  of  May,  1871 

$ 3,907'  32 

Cr. 

By  Commission  at  3 per  cent,  on  tax  collected. . 
By  Sheriff  ’s  Deeds 

117  22 
265  00 
102  15 
7 00 

3,415  95 

By  Clerk’s  cost 

Bv  Stationery 

By  balance  paid  over  to  Treasurer — currency 
$2,415  95,  and  Certificates  of  Indebtedness 
$1,000  00,  on  statement  that  the  same  were  re- 
ceived in  payment  for  the  above  taxes 

$ 3,907  32 

908 


STATEMENT  G—Cdh tinned. 

SC HEDVLES  of  Settlements  made  by  Tax  Collectors  to  W. 
E.  Montgomery,  Secretary  and  Treasurer. 

YAZOO  COUNTY,  Levee  Tax  for  fiscal  year  ending  May  1, 
1871 — F.  P.  Hilliard,  Sheriff  and  Tax  Collector.  • 

Dr. 


To.total  taxabla  acres  west  of  the  Yazoo  River,  as|| 
per  report  rendered,  243,644  acres,  at  3 cents || 
per  acre |j$  7,309  32 

Cr. 


By  lands  claimed  by  the  Levee  Board,  49,400  acres 
at  3 cents  per  acre 

$ 1,482  00 
96  45 

1,652  76 
187  77 

239  94 

3,650  40 

By  school  lands,  3,215  acres,  at  3 cents  per  acre.. 
By  State  lands,  (Levee  Tax  Hot  collected)  55,092, 
acres  at  3 cents  per  acre 

By  vacant  lands,  6,259  acres,  at  3 cents  per  acre. . . 
By  lands  sold  to  Board,  May  1871,  7,998  acres, 
at  3 cents  per  acre 

By  balance  collected  on  by  Sheriff,  121,680  acres, 
at  3 cents  per  acre 

$ 7,309  32 

Dr. 


To  balance  for  Sheriff’s  collections  as  above ||$  3,650  40 

Cr. 


By  Commissions  at  3 per  cent,  on  $36,50  for  col- 
lecting   

$ 109  51 

42  00 
10  50 

7 80 
3,019  60 

460  99 

By  Sheriff’s  Deeds  for  lands  sold,  42  in  number,  at 
$1  00  each 

By  Clerk’s  fees  on  account  same 

By  Clerk’s  fees  for  recording  sales,  10  cents  each 
for  sub-divisions 

By  amount  paid  to  Levee  Treasurer 

By  balance  paid  to  W.  H.  Vasser,  Levee  Commis- 
sioner (February  5,  1872) 

$ 3,650  40 
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To  His  Excellency,  James  L.  Alcorn, 

Governor  of  the  State  oj-  Mississippi: 

In  pursuance  of  the  sixth  section  of  an  Act  of  the  Legisla- 
ture of  said  St^te,  approved  May  13,  1871,  entitled  “An  Act  to 
amend  an  Act  entitled  an  Act  to  provide  for  the  payment  of  al- 
debts  and  liabilities  contracted  or  assumed,  and  all  scrip  or  evi- 
dences of  debt, issued  b'y  the  General  Board  of  Levee  Commission- 
ers organized  under  an  Act  approved  December  2, 1858,  and  also, 
for  the  payment  of  all  debts  and  liabilities  incurred  or  assumed 
by  any  county  for  work  anil  labor  done  or  material  fur- 
nished prior  to  the  first  day  of  January,  1862,  in  any  county  in- 
cluded in  the  Levee  District,  created  by  the  Act  of  December 
2,  1858  aforesaid,  whether  such  debts  or  liabilities  incurred  or 
assunled  before  or  after  the  passage  of  the  Act  aforesaid,  ap- 
proved February  13,  1767,”  as  Secretary  and  Treasurer  of 
said  Board,  I herewith  submit  the  following  statement  made 
under  the  direction  of  the  Board,  showing  a final  statement  of 
the  accounts  of  said  Botird,  from  the  organization  thereof  to 
its  close;  with  a balance  sheet  of  all  debits  and  credits,  said 
statement  with  its  exhibits,  showing  in  detail,  all  the  scrip 
certificates  and  bonds  issued,  and  all  the  debts  and  claims  set- 
tled or  extinguished;  and  all  payments  made  in  cash,  or  other- 
wise, and  all  lands  bought,  sold  or  redeemed,  containing  a com- 
plete discriptive  list  of  all  the  lands  and  property,  books  and 
vouchers,  and  of  all  bonds, moneys,  etc.,  belonging  to  said  Board, 
giving  full  particulars  as  far  as  the  information  of  this  Board 
extends,  of  the  property,  effects,  liabilities  and  affairs  of  said 
Board. 

The  total  number  of  bonds  issued  by  the  Board,  amount  to 
.the  sum  of  $670,060  30;  for  a detailed  statement  of  which 
reference  is  here  made  to  the  “Bond  Book”  herewith^  sub- 
mitted. 

The  total  number  of  Surplusage  Certificates  issued  amount 
to  the  sum  of  $47,261  95;  for  a detailed  statement  of  which 
Schedule  is  herewith  filed,  also  reference  made^to  the  “ Sur- 
plurage  Certificate  Book,”  the  marginal  notes  to"  which  show 
the  number  and  amount  of  the  certificate  and  date,  and  the 
bond  or  certificate  on  which  the  same  was  issued.  “ 

For  a full  statement  of  the  debts  and  claims  settled  or  extin- 
guished, and  all  payments  made  in  cash  or  otherwise,  the  cash 
account  and  bond  account,  with  the  balance  sheet  herewith 
filed,  are  referred  to. 

For  a detailed  statement  of  the  lands  purchased  by  the 
Board  and  held  as  assets  for  the  purpose  of  paying  off  the  indebt- 
edness of  said  Board,  the  “Land  Books”  are  here  referred  to 
and  submitted,  containing  full  reports  of  the  lands  purchased 
by  said  Board,  and  duly  recorded  therein  ; the  marginal  notes 
to  which  show,  in  detail,  all  the  lands  which  have  been  sold  by, 
or  redeemed  from  said  Board. 
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Total  First  Installment  Bonds 

$ 134,012  06 

Total  principal  of  First  Installment 

canceled  in  redemption.. $ 34,911  29 

Total  principal  of  first  installment 
paid  in  cash 65,887  45 

$ 134,012  06 

$ 100,798  74 

Amount  to  balance 33,213  32 

Dra 


Liquidating  Levee  Board  on  First  Installments: 


To  amount  to  balance $ 33,213  321 

To  interest,  say  four  years,  (June  1, 

1871) ‘ 6,642  66 

To  Surplusage  Certificates  on  First 

Installments  outstanding 8,588  20 

$ 48,444  18 

Total  Surplusage  Certificates  issued  on  First  In  1 

stallments ' 

Total  Surplusage  Certificates  canceled 

Surplusage  Certificates  on  First  Installments 
outstanding  

$ 16,029  63 

7,411  43 

$ 8,588  20 

Dr. 

Total  principal  bonds  issued 

||$  670.060  30 

Cr. 

" 'T " ' 

By  principal  of  bonds,  cancelled.  .$  105,901  34 
By  principal  of  bonds,  paid  cash ....  65,887  4'5 

Amount  to  balance 


$ 


171,788  79 
498,271  51 


$ 670,060  30 


Dr. 


To  amount  to  balance $ 498,271  51 

Interest,  say  four  years 99,354  28 

Surplusage  Certificates  outstanding.  23,797  93 

$ 621,423  72 

Amount  debt  liquidated,  exclusive  of  interest.  ...I 

Total  principal  and  interest  of  bonds  canceled, 
exclusive  of  the  Dividend  Bonds | 

$ 48,636  58 

$ 145,963  45 
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W.  E.  MONTGOMERY,  Treasurer , in  Account  with  Liqui- 
dating Levee  Board. 


Dr. 


Cr. 


1868. 


To  tax  collected  (cine 
May  1, 1868)  . . . 

By  amounts  paid  order 
of  Board,  C.  B.  27. . . 
Amount  to  balance.  . . , 


$ 9,927  94 


$ 3.375  55.08  4 
6,552  39 


$ 9,927  94 


1869.. 
June  . 


To  amount  to  balance 

brought  down 

To  Tax  collected  (due 
May  1,  1869) 


$ 6,552  39 
9,245  36 


$ 15,794  75 


1869.  . 
July  . . 


By  amounts  paid  oder 
of  Board, C.B., page  28 
Amount  to  balance .... 


Amount  to  balance, 

down 

To  tax  from  Washing- 
ton county 


$ 9,944  23.08  3-5 
5,853  51.01  2-5 


$15,797  75 


$5,853  51.012- 
5,000  00 


$10,853  51 


1869.  . 


By  amounts  paid  orders 
Board,  Cash  Book, 

page  29 

Amount  to  balance...  . 


To  amount  to  balance, 

down . . . .' 

By  amount  paid  orders 
Board,  Cash  Book 

page  30 

Amount  to  balance.  . . . 


$ 8,421  50.03 


$ 2,432  00.08 
8,421  50.03 


$ 10.853  51.01 


$ 1,494  15 
6,927  35.03 


$ 8,421  50.03 
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W.  F.  MONTGOMERY,  Treasurer,  in  Account  with  Liquida- 
ting Levee  Board. 


DATE. 

Dr. 

Cr. 

1869.. 

To  amount  to  balance, 

$ 6,927 

35.03 

By  amounts  paid,  orders 

Board,  C.  B.  31 

Amount  to  balance  . . . . 

$ 3,092 
3,835 

22.02 

13.01 

8 6,927 

35.03 

1870.. 

To  amount  to  balance, 
down  

3,835 

38,259 

13.01 

To  tax  due  Mayl,  1870 

69.09 

$42,094  83 

By  amount  paid,  orders 

Board,  C.  B.  32 

Amovnt  to  balance  . . . 

$ 9,849 
32,245 

68 

15 

842,094 

83 

1870.. 

To  amount  to  balance, 

down 

By  amount  paid,  orders 

Board,  C.  B.  33 

Amount  to  balance .... 

$32,245 

15 

8 12,217 
20,027 

36 

79 

8 32,245 

15 

1870.. 

To  amount  to  balance 
brought  forward .... 
By  amount  paid  orders 
of  boat  d,  C.  B.,  34.  . . 
Amount  to  balance .... 

$ 20,027 

79 

$ 7,680 
12,347 

52.03 

26.07 

§ 20.027 

79 

1870.. 

To  amount  to  balance, 

down 

Bv  amount  paid  orders, 

‘C.  B.  35 

Amount  to  balance. . . . 

8 12,347 

26.07 

$ 993  07.06 

11,354  19.01 

<\ 

$ 12,347 

26.07 
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IV.  E.  MONTGOMERY , Treasurer , m Account  with  Liquid- 
ating Levee  Board. 


DATE. 

Dr. 

Cr. 

1870.. 

To  amount  to  balance — 

down -.  . 

By  amount  ]1aid  orders, 
C.  B.  36 

$ 11.354  19.01 

$ 2,707  37.09 

Amount  to  balance-, . . . 

8,646  81.02 

$ 11,354  19.01 

1870. . 

To  amount  to  balance — 
down 

$ 8,646  81.02 

By  amount  paid  orders, 
C.  B.  37 

$ 3,695  50 
4,951  31.02 

Amount  to  balance.  . . . 

$ 8,646  81.02 

1871.. 

To  amount  to  balance-- 
down 

$ 4,951  31.02 
27,548  84.05 

1871.. 

To  tax  due  1st  May, 
1871 

$ 32,500  15.07 

By  amount  paid  orders, 
C.  B.  38. . 

7,510  14.07 
24,990  01 

Amount  to  balance 

$ 32,500  15.07 

1871. . 

To  amount  to  balance — 
down 

$ 24,990  01. 

By  amount  paid  orders, 
C.  B.  39 

$ 1,969  26.05 
23,020  74.05 

Amount  to  balance 

$ 24,990  01 

1871.  . 

To  amount  to  balance — 
down 

:?  23,020  74.05 

By  amount  paid  orders,! 

' C.  B.  40 

Amount  balance 

$ 6,209  22.07 
16,311  51.05 

$ 23,020  74.02 
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IV.  E.  MONTGOMERY,  Treasurer , in  Account  with  Liquid- 
ating Levee  Board. 


DATE. 

Dr. 

Cr. 

1871.. 

To  amount  to  balance — 
down 

$16,811  51.05 

By  amount  paid  orders 
of  board, C.  B.  41 . . . . 
Amount  to  balance.  . . . 

$ 5,182  12 
11,629  39.05 

$ 16,811  51.05 

1871.. 

To  amount  to  balance — 
down 

$ 11,629  39.05 

Bv  amount  paid  orders 

' Board,  C.  B.  42 

Amount  to  balance .... 

$ 3,872  73.04 
7,756  66.01 

$11,629  39.05 

1871.. 

To  amount  to^balance — 
down 

$ 7,756  66.01 

To  Certificates  of  In- 
debtedness of  State 
of  Mississippi. . . . r. . . 

4,800  00 

To  Bonds  not  paid .... 

$ 12,556  66.01 
6,073  63 

Credit  by  expenses, 
etc 

$ 18,630  29 
120  00 

$ 18,510  29.01 
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In  conclusion,  I beg  leave  to  state  that  the  cash  account  is 
based  upon  the  deposits  which  were  made  by  me  on  checks 
given  on  banks  in  Vicksburg  and  Memphis.  The  drafts  which 
were  drawn  on  the  Vicksbuig  Bank,  for  the  purpose  of  paying 
the  balance  due  ©n  the  Dividend  Bonds,  were  dishonored,  be- 
cause of  an  injunction  (as  I -am  informed)  sued  out  by  one 
Coote  Lombard;  but  no  notice  has  been  received  of  the  grounds 
on  which  the  same  was  obtained,  nor  has  any  notice  been 
served  on  me,  or  any  member  of  the  Board.  Should  I fail  to 
get  this  money,  of  course  my  accounts  will  have  to  be  changed 
accordingly,  and  there  will  not  be  enough  to  pay  the  balance 
due  on  the  Dividend  Bonds  and  the  necessary  expenses  of  at- 
tending the  meeting  in  September,  and  carrying  the  books,  etc., 
to  Jackson. 

I have  also  received  information  that  a suit  has  been  com- 
menced by  Mr.  J.  Z.  George,  as  attorney,  against  the  Board  in 
Leflore  county,  at  Greenwood.  But  no  writ  has  been  served 
on  me,  or  any  member  of  the  Board,  so  far  as  I can  learn. 
There  are  no  other  suits  now  pending,  that  have  come  to  my 
knowledge. 

No  suits  have  been  brought  by  the  Board  against  defaulting 

Sheriffs.  The  Sheriff  of  Tallahatchie  county, , was, 

prior  to  the  war  between  the  States, [reported  by  Treasurer  Rob- 
inson as  a defaulter,  as  also  was  the  Sheriff  of  Sunflower — Eli 
Waites;  the  latter  from  evidence  produced  before  the  Board  (by 
• parties  applying  to  have  their  lands  released  from  the  sale 
made  in  May,  1870,  for  the  fiscal  years  ending  on  the  first  of 
May,  1868,  ’69  and  ’70),  in  the  shape  of  Tax  Receipts,  it  seems, 
collected  the  Levee  Tax  for  the  years  1868  and  ’69.  No  re- 
port, however,  has  been  made  of  the  amounts  collected,  nor  has 
any  moneys  been  received  on  account  thereof. 

Mr.  G.#  P.  Rice,  ex-Sheriff  of  Tallahatchie  count}^,  collected 
the  tax,  and  made  a sale  of  lands  in  that  county  for  the  fiscal 
year  ending  May,  1868,  and  a report  of  said  sale  has  been 
made;  but  he  declines  to  pay  over  the  amount  collected  by  him, 
because,  as  I am  informed,  he  has  been  advised  that  no  tax  was 
due  for  that  year.  Mr.  W.  A.  Alcorn,  the  present  Sheriff,  is  the 
only  officer  of  that  county  who  has  paid,  anything  into  the 
Treasury  since  the  organization  of  the  Board. 

W.  B.  McCormack,  ex-Sheriff  of  Issaquena  county,  collected 
the  taxes  for  the  fiscal  years  ending  in  May,  1869  and  ’70,  and 
made  the  sale  for  the  Delinquent  Lands;  but  lie  has  made  no 
settlement  for  the  tax  collected  by  him  for  either  year,  and  no 
moneys  have  been  received  from  him.  In  1869  an  offer  was 
made  by  him  to  settle  in  the  bonds  of  the  Board  for  the  tax 
collected  by  him.  The  Board  declined  to  receive  them,  and 
no  settlement  has  been  made  since. 

No  moneys  have  been  received  from  any  officer  from  Panola 
county,  and  no  report  of  sales  for  Delinquent  Lands  has  ever 
been  made,  as  this  Board  is  informed. 

Respectfully  submitted. 


4 


W.  E.  MONTGOMERY, 

Secretary  mid  Trqusvver. 
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ST  A TFMFNT,  Showing  the  transactions  of  T V.  F.  Montgomery s 


1871,  and  cash  balance  rendered 

I to  W.  11. 

Dr. 

W.  E.  MONTGOMERY,  Secretary 

1871. 

June  4 

To  cash  balance  in  Treasury,  at  date .... 
To  receipts  from  Tax  Collectors  on  ac- 

$ 4,951  32 

count  Levee  Taxes  for  the  fiscal  year 
ending  May  1,  1871,  to-wit: 

From  L.  T.  Webber,  Sheriff'  and  Tax  Collec- 

tor,  Washington  count}’ 

From  F.  S.  Belcher,  Sheriff1  and  Tax  Col- 

7,939  89 

lector,  Tunica  county 

From  W.  A.  Alcorn,  Sheriff  and  Tax  Col- 

3,178  27 

lector,  Tallahatchie  county 

From  D.  F.  Alcorn,  Sheriff  and  Tax  Col- 

2,415 95 

lector,  Coahoma  county 

From  F.  P.  Hilliard,  Sheriff  and  Tax  Col- 

502 40 

lector,  Yazoo  county 

From  Josiah  Daily,  Sheriff  and  Tax  Col- 

3,019 GO 

lector,  DeSoto  county 

785  23 

From  J.  E.  Johnson,  Sheriff  and  Tax  Col- 

lector, Sunflower  county 

From  P.  B.  Starke,  Sheriff  and  Tax  Col- 

2,838 25 

lector,  Bolivar  county 

From  H.  P.  Scott, ' Sheriff*  and  Tax  Col- 

3,075 17 

lector,  Issaquena  county 

3,794  08 

Total  amount  of  currency 

$ 32,500  15 

To  amount  Certificates  of  Indebtedness 
received : 

From  W.  A.  Alcorn,  Sheriff  and  Tax  Col- 

lector, Tallahatchie  county 

1,000  00 

From  D.  F.  Alcorn,  Sheriff  and  Tax  Col- 

lector, Coahoma  county  

3,800  00 

$ 37,300  15 
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Secretary  and  Treasurer , from  June  4,  1871  to  September  27, 
Vasser , Levee  Commissioner. 


and  Treasurer. 

Cr. 

!871. 

By  amount  paid  first  installment  Divi- 
dend Bonds 

By  amount  paid  allowances  by  Board  (as 
per  vouchers  rendered) 

$17,718  91 
930  95 

By  amount  paid  expenses  of  Secretary 
and  Treasurer  to  Jackson,  to  turn  over 
Books,  etc 

120  00 

Cash  account,  to  balance 

18,510  29 

$ 37,300  15 

Note. — The  following  items  comprise  the 
cash  balances  rendered  by  W.  E.  Mont- 
gomery, Secretary  and  Treasurer  of 
Board,  to  W.  H.  Vasser,  Levee  Commis- 
sioner, on  the  27th  day  of  September, 
1871,  to-wit: 

For  moneys  enjoined  at  Vicksburg  banks, 
by  suit  of  C.  Lombard : 

Certificrte  of  deposit  (Vicksburg  Bank). . 

Certificate  of  deposit  (Wirt  Adams  & Co.) 

Order  on  Gov.  Alcorn 

$7,939  89 
5,089  18 
664  88 

Cash 

16  34 

Certificates  of  Indebtedness  of  State  of 

Mississippi 

4,800  00| 

$18,510  29 
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